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NOTICE , ; 


With the completion of the Ipaddharma of the Qanti 
Parvan , a little less than three-fourths of the Mahabharafca 
has been completed. That which remains is a little more 
than a fourth part of the whole. Before commencing the 
Mokskadkarma of the Qanti it is necessary for me to say a 
few words regarding the nature of the difficulties with which 
I have to cope. 

In the first; place, I desire to draw attention to the literary 
difficulties that lie in the way of an English version of the 
Qanti and of portions of the Anugasana. The Qanti has 
been characterised by the author himself (vide Anukramanika) 
as the fruit of the Mahabharata-tree. The learning of the 
poet, and his capacity for speculations on mental and moral 
philosophy, have been shown in it. The doctrines of the yoga 
have been set forth. The results of the Dharma-gastras have 
been laid down in brief, aphoristic sentences. To be under- 
stood, the Qanti requires to be deeply studied. A mere perusal 
will yield no pleasure. Deep thought is necessary to apprehend 
and appreciate. In the original Sanskrit itself, there are 
sections and verses that defy the commentators. Of the two 
Bengali versions, K. P. Singhas is undoubtedly better. But 
then the scholars employed by Babu Singha chose to proceed 
on a very objectionable plan. They systematically ignored all 
such passages as gave them any difficulty. It is true they 
have sins of commission as well to answer for as sins of 
omission. But then the latter are so many in number as to 
have made their labours incomplete. The Burdwan version is 
very faulty. It is replete with errors of every description. 

The ide&s in the Qanti are peculiar to Hindu philosophy 
and Hindu ecclesiastical law. Even when fully understood in 
the original, they present the greatest possible difficulty to the 
translator who wishes to render them into the English tongue. 
Western scholars have long ago agreed that in translating 
from^Sanskri^ is niuch more desirable 

than any flowing writing agreeable to the ear and embellished 
here, /and, ^ up the pretence of its 

translation, with words and phrases peculiar to oriental 
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plainest sentences • are interpreted as learnedly figurative. 
Altogether the commentators cannot always be taken as faith- 
ful guides for their readiness to view the original through the 
colored medium of preconceived ideas of their own. 

The literary difficulties, although grave, may be mastered 
with the aid of patience and of living teachers. It cannot 
be expected that in interpreting such old works, abounding 
with what have been called cruces, there will be no difference 
of opinion or even no downright errors. The English versions 
of many passages are necessarily tentative. As the first effort 
of the kind, scholars who have themselves attempted such 
tasks will, I am sure, be inclined to pardon mistakes where 
these do occur. If, in spite of the care taken for ensuring 
accuracy and correctness, errors creep into the version, I can 
only lament. The Sanskrit adage says , — Yatne krite yadi no, 
skldhyati , ko-atra doshah. 

The greatest difficulty, however, with which I have to 
contend is the want of funds to carry on the enterprise to its 
completion, Mr. H. Witfcon, who has ever taken a sympa- 
thetic interest in my humble labours, writing to me from 
Hamilton, Canada, says: — C T am afraid that it is easier to 
secure financial assistance in the inceptive stages of an enter- 
prise than when it has passed the half-way stage.” That is 
precisely my case. My successive tours through a great part 
of the country in search of pecuniary aid have broken down 
my health. The poison of permanent disease has been 
imbibed. There is a well-known saying current amongst us, 
that he who succeeds in causing the recitation of the Maha- 
bharata to be completed in his house has to depart from this 
world. This is explained by some as due to the sins of omission 
and commission on the part of the reciters or readers em- 
ployed, Pious men explain it on the supposition that the 
person is called away, as the result of his high merit, from an 
unhappy to a happy world. Upon the introduction of printing 
into this country, the Pundits refused to see the sacred works 
pass', through .the Press, The adage referred to above received 
an expansion. Every man, it came ‘to be said, who would 
complete the publication or translation of any sacred work, 
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actual examples of this, there have been many, I have no 
progeny the prospect of whose death would unman me. I only 
hope that the saying may be literally verified in ray case also, 
for then I shall have the satisfaction of having computed ray- 
task before departing. The adage is not so unkind as one at 
the first sight may take it, for it does not prophesy death 
during the progress of such a work. That at any rate is an 
encouragement. 

As long, however, as life remains, I will not spare myself. 
I will tax all my energies in finding the funds necessary. The 
work is pre-eminently one which suits a Rajah or a mendicant. 
I am not a Rajah. I can, however, without shame, betake 
myself to mendicancy. Many nobler men in antiquity, in this 
land of Bharata, voluntarily giving up kingdoms and empires, 
betook themselves to mendicancy for supporting their lives. 
Surely, with such examples before me, I can betake myself to 
a similar mode of life for a task that has nothing to do with 
the filling of my own stomach. Let me be a mendicant then 
and appeal to the generous in all lands. 

To the different Local Governments, the Supreme Govern- 
ment, and the Secretary of State, my obligations have been 
very great for the support I have obtained from each of 
them. To the native princes and chiefs, also, of India my 
obligations are scarcely less. Many Oriental scholars of great 
repute, belonging to Europe and America, have aided me 
with sympathy and a few of them with even money. With- 
out their sympathy I could never have succeeded in making 
the progress I have made. Individual Officials, also, in India 
have helped me greatly. Where there have been so many 
persons and personages all of whom have extended to me the 
hand of friendship and help, it would be invidious to men- 
tion particular names. For all that, I cannot help naming a 
few who have been particularly kind to me. Sir Steuart 
Bayley, Sir Auckland Colvin, General Stewart, Mr. Ilbert, 
Sir W. W. Hunter, General Sir George Chesney, and Sir 
Charles Aitchison have all -befriended tfte from the very com- 
mencement of the undertaking. Without their help, accord- 
ed ^to me most liberally, I could never have succeeded in 
tiding over the difficulties of even t he first stages of my work. 
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During the second stage, besides all those distinguished Offi- 
cials who continued to help me as before, I have derived 
material aid from the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Sir 
Donald Mackenzie Wallace, General Sir Frederick Roberts, 
Sir Charles Elliott, Sir John Ware Edgar, and Sir Alfred 
Croft. Among non -officials I have derived much sympathy and 
encouragement from the late lamented Mr. Robert Knight, Mr. 

J. O. B. Saunders, and others. Amongst scholars in continental 
Europe I have received much kindness and assistance from 
M. Barth and M. St. Hilaire, both so well-known in the 
annals of Oriental learning, and Professor J aeobi of Germany. 

It was to the exertions of M. A. Barth and M. Barthelamy St. 
Hilaire that I owe the grant I have obtained from the Republic 
of France. The rule about patronage was rescinded by the 
authorities in France for granting me help, for no foreign pub- 
lication, particularly an incomplete one, is accorded such favor. 
In England I have obtained the greatest help from Professor 
Max Muller and Dr. Reinhold Rost. The former by sending 
me a translation he had transcribed in his own hand, of the 
first few sections of the Adi Parvcm, showed me the way. 
Without such help I could never have ventured to undertake 
the publication of an English version of the great Hindu Epic. 
As regards Dr. Rost, I owe him the first idea of an English 
translation of the Mahabharata. Whenever again my energies 
have flagged in view of the difficulties of my situation, a 
kind letter from him, full of sympathy and advice, has ins- 
tantly filled me with hope, dispelling all gloom and cheer- 
lessness. In America I have received material help from Mr, 
Wm, Emmette Coleman of San-Franeiseo, Professor Lanman 
of Cambridge, U. S. A., Professor H. Reese of Maryland, and 
Mr. H. B. Witton of Hamilton, Canada. 

When I have so many persons and personages to help me 
I have no reason to despair. As yet Bengal only has done 
very little for my enterprise. I had received the largest 
measure of support from my own countrymen while issuing 
my Bengali and Sanskrit Mahabharata and Ramayana. I., 
have done nothing to forfeit the sympathy and kindness of my 
c ountrymen, Amongst the orthodox, there seems to be a feel- 


n 


CONTENTS* 


The observations of Manki upon the loss of his 
bulls 

Desire is fraught with sorrow 

Bhishma recites the observations of Jan aka the 
king Mithila 

The discourse between Yayafci and the Risk! 
Vodkya 

Yodhya’s five preceptors ... 

Yudhishthira wishes to know by what conduct 
may a person succeed in this world and how 
also should a man act so that he may attain 
to an excellent end 

Bhishma recites the discourse between Prahlada 
and the sage ijagara ... 

The indifference of Ijagara to all worldly objects 
in view of the inevitability of Death 

Yudhishthira asks which of these, viz., kinsmen, 
or acts, or wealth, or wisdom, should be the 
1 refuge of men 

Bhishma answers that wisdom should be the 
refuge 

Bhishma recites the discourse between India 
and Ka^yapa 

Kagyapa, for his indigence, wishes to cast off 
his life 

Indra appears unto him in the fora of a jackal 
and proves to Kaqyapa the superiority of his 
status as a human being and Brahmana 

Not to yield to the lead of the senses constitutes 
happiness ... ... 

Kaijyapa gives up the desire of casting off his 
life ... _ _ 

Yudhishthira asks whether gifts, sacrifices, 
penances, and dutiful services to preceptors, 
are productive of merit 

Bhishma’s discourse on righteousness and sin 
and their respective consequences on life 


PAGE. 

15 

IS 


£0 


ib 

ib 


21 

ib 

23 

25 

ib 

ib 

20 

ib 

28 

30 

ib 

ib 


CONTEXTS, 


i;i 

TAOE s 


Yudhishfchira enquires about him who has created" 
the universe and unto whom It returns when 
dissolution comes ... ..... ... 32 

Bhishma recites the discourse between Bhrigu 

and Bharadwaja ... ... ... 33 

Bhrigu explains to Bharadwaja the cosmogony ... Ib 

The Primeval Being called Manasa ... *b 

Manasa creates Mahat ... ... ... Jfo 

From Mahat flows Consciousness or Ego .... ib 

From Ego flows Space ... ... ... ib 

Space is the origin of Water .... ... ib 

From Water flow Fire and Wind ... ... ib 

Through the union of Fire and Wind arises Earth ... Ib 

The Self-born Manasa created the Lotus pregnant 

with Energy ... ... ... ib 

From the Lotus springs Brahman ... ... 34 

Brahman creates all things ... ... ib 

Bharadwaja enquires of Bhrigu as to the extent 

of the firmament ... ... ... ib 


Bhrigu explains that the firmament or Space 33 
infinite and is peopled with systems upon 
systems of self-luminous planets and other 
bodies .... .... ... ... ib 

Bharadwaja asks as to why Brahman is called 
the First-born and not the Lotus whence he 
sprang. ... ... ... ... 35' 

Bhrigu’s answer ... ... ... 36 

Bharadwaja enquires how Brahman created all 

things ■ .... ... a ... lb 


CONTEXTS. 



Bhrigu’s answer explaining that all created 
objects consist of the fire primal elements 
Bharadwaja enquires why all the elements do 
not occur in some among the created objects . 
' Bharadwaja’s answer explaining how all objects 
consist of all the five primal elements 
(though the proportions only are different) * 
The respective proportions of the primal 
elements 

‘Bharadwaja enquires how fire resides within a 
living body and how wind moves the body 
Bhrigu explains the doubts of Bharadwaja 
Bhrigu’s answer referring directly to the circula- 
tion of the blood 

Bharadwaja’s observations on life being worth 
little if that which is called life be due to 
the action of fire and wind only ... 

Bhrigu’s observations on the indestructibility of 
living creatures 

Bharadwaja’s objection to the doctrine of in- 
destructibility 
Bhrigu’s answer 

Bharadwaja’s enquiry about the true nature of 
Life ... ... 

Bhrigu explains that it is the mind that in- 
spires the body 

There is no destruction of the living agent 
It is the body that is dissolved in Death 
Bhrigu explains the order of Brahman s creation 
!h® distinction between the four orders of men 
consisted in their respective complexions 
Bharadwaja unwilling to admit any original 
distinction between the four orders 
Bhrigu admits that there is no original dis- 
tinction between the different orders 
All the world at first consisted of only Brah- 
mmm 


PAGE. 

87 

O O' 

ib 

S3 

41 
ib 

42 

43 

44 

ib 

ib 

45 

46 

47 
ib 
ib 

4S 

ib 

ib 

ib 


CONTEXTS, 



How the different orders gradually rose 
What acts constitute a Brahmana 
What acts constitute a Kshatriya 
What acts constitute a Vaigya 
What acts constitute a Oudra 
A Oudra may become a Brahmana by adopting 
the characteristics of a Brahmana ... 

The duties that one should observe for becoming 
truly righteous 

Bhrigu’s discourse on the characteristics of 
Truth and Untruth 
Happiness should always be sought 
Upon wha'G Happiness depends 
Bharadwaja’s doubt about Happiness being the 
highest object of acquisition 
Bhrigu’s discourse in explanation of Bhara- 
dwaja’s doubt 

Bharadwaja enquires about the consequences 
of Gifts, of Righteousness, of Conduct, of 
Penances, of the study of the Vedas, and 
of Sacrifices 
Bhrigu’s answer 

Bharadwaja enquires about the several kinds 
of duty 

Bhrigu’s answer in explanation 
Bharadwaja’s enquiry about the four modes of 
life 

Bhrigu’s discourse on the duties of the several 
modes 

Continuation of Bhrigu’s discourse, on the 
duties of the Forest mode of life 
The duties of Parivrajakas 
Bharadwaja’s enquiry about the existence of 
any region beyond that which we inhabit 
Bhrigu’s answer indicating the existence of a 
region in the north that is the abode of the 
righteousness ... 


PAGE. 





CONTEXTS, 



Yudhishthira asks Bhishma to discourse on the 
ordinances about conduct 
Bhishma’s discourse on the characteristics of 
the wicked and the good 
Continuation of Bhishma’s discourse Indicating 
the duties that ail men should practise 
Yudhishthira enquires about the nature of 
Adhyatma ... 

Bhishma s discourse on Adhyatma 
The nature of the three attributes of Goodness, 
Passion, and Darkness ... 

The distinctions between Intelligence and the Soul 
The highest end for acquisition is Emancipation 
Bhishma's discourse on the four kinds of Yoga 
Yudhishthira enquires after the fruits of the 
silent recitation of sacred Mantras 
Bhishma recites the old narrative of the discourse 
between Yama, a Brahman a, and Time 
Yudhishthira enquires about the other ends of 
silent Reciters ... ... 

Bhishma indicates the different ends that 
different kinds of Reciters attain to 
The nature of the hell into which Reciters may 
sink 

The highest regions of felicity In heaven are 
hells compared to Emancipation which 
consists in a merging into the Supreme Soul . 
The story of Time, Mrifcyu, Yama, Ikshaku, 
and a Brahmana, ... ... 

Yudhishthira enquires about the fruits of the 
Yoga of Knowledge, of all the Yedas, and 
of observances and vows 
, Bhishma recites the narrative of the discourse 
between Manu and Yrihaspatl 
V rihaspati s question about how an embodied 
Being departs from one body and attains 
to another ... 


CONTESTS. 


Acts flow from tlie desire of obtaining happiness 
and avoiding misery 

The efforts for the acquisition of Knowledge 
arise from the desire of avoiding both happi- 
ness and misery 

It is by avoiding acts that one succeeds in enter- 
ing into Brahma 
The nature of Brahma 

Continuation of Manus discourse on the nature 
of Emancipation and the Soul 
The Soul takes its character from the body 
How the Soul leaving one body enters into another... 
Though Invisible, the Soul exists 
Continuation of Maim s discourse, explaining 
how the Soul may be seen 
Continuation of Mann’s discourse, explaining 
how grief may be avoided 
How may Brahma be attained 
Abstention from acts is the highest religion 
Yudhishthira asks Bhishma about the nature 
of the Supreme Deity ... 

Bhishma s discourse on the nature of Nara- 
yana or Qovinda 

The sinful creatures of the Earth 
Yudhishthira asks who are the first Prajapatis 
and who the great Rishis and in which 
directions they dwell ... 

Bhishma s discourse on the Prajapatis and the 
great Rishis 

Yudhishthira enquires about the reason of 
Krishna's assuming the form of an animal 
Bhishma recites the story of Vishnu’s assuming 
the form of a Boar for the destruction of the 
wicked Asuras ... ... 

Yudhishthira enquires after the nature of that 
high Yoga by which Emancipation may be 
attained 


vii 

PAGE, 

100 

ib 

101 

103 

104 
107 
ib 
109 

112 

115 

116 
119 

122 

123 

125 

127 

ib 

129 

130 

132 


VU1 


OCXTEXTR. 


Bhishma recites the story of the preceptor and 
the disciple... 

Continuation of Bhishma’s discourse explaining 
how the inclinations and instincts of a past 
life run towards the Soul in a new life 
Continuation of Bhishma’s discourse on absten- 
tion from acts and the nature of Knowledge 
Yudhishthira’s. enquiry about what faults should 
be cast off tor attaining to Emancipation 

Bhishma’s discourse on those faults 

Bhishma’s discourse on the means of conquering 
the senses ... 

Bhishmas discourse on the consequences of 
attachment to the objects of the senses 
Bhishma s discourse on the nature and causes 
of Dreams ... 

Brahma transcends all attributes and is attainable 
by only withdrawing the mind and the senses 
from all external objects 
Who may be said to know Brahma 
The distinction between Pravntti and Nivritti 
The respective nature of Pr&knti and Purusha 
The nature and consequences of Yoga... 
Yudhishthira enquires of the conduct by which 
Janaka the king of Mithila attained to 
Emancipation 

Bhishma recites the story of the conversation be-"' 
tween Panehaqikha and Janadeva of Mithila 
Continuation of the discourse between Pancha- 
<pkha and Janadeva on the topic of existence 
and non-existence after Death 
Yudhishthira asks about what leads to’happi- 

ness and what to misery and what to freedom 
from fear ... 

Bhishma’s discourse on Self-restraint ... 
Yudhishthira’s question about the merits of 
subsisting upon the remnants of sacrifices 



CONTEXTS. 


IX 



Yudhishthira asks whetl: 


BbislunYs answer explaining that though Fast- 
ing is gent rally regarded as a penance it is 
hot so in reality, being rather an impediment 
to the acquisition of a knowledge of Soul 
Living upon sacrificial remnants regarded as 
fasting of the* highest merit 
Yudhishthira asks whether man should be 
regarded as the real doer of acts .. . 

Bhishma recites the discourse between Prahlada 
and Indra ... 

Yudhishthira enquires about the kind of intelli- 
gence by adopting which a king deprived of 
kingdom and prosperity may still live on the 
Earth 

Bhishma recites the narrative of the discourse be- 
tween Indra and the Asura Yali after his fall 
Tali explains to Indra how in reality it is Time 
that creates and destroys all things though 
living creatures brag of doing this or that 
The discourse between Ores and Indra 
The discourse between Indra and the Asura 
2s am u chi 

Yudhishthira asks as to what is good for a man 
sunk into dire distress ... 

Bhishmas discourse on fortitude 
The story of Yali ami Vasava again ... 

Vali’s grand discourse on Eternity 
Indra 8 panegyric on Yali ... ... 

Yudhishthira enquires about the indications of 
future greatness and future fall 
Bhishma’s discourse on those indications reciting 
the conversation between Indra and Cree 
The evil customs in consequence of Cree was 
obliged to leave the Asuras ... - 

■Cree wishes to live with Indra 


CONTENTS. 


ill 

Continuation of Vyasa’s discourse on the same 
subject 

Cuka enquires about what constitutes the 
highest duty ... 

Vyasa’s discourse on duties 
Continuation of Vyasa’s discourse on the same 
subject ... 

The relations of the senses and their objects to 
the five primal elements 
Persons conversant with the scriptures succeed 
in beholding the Soul ... 

The tree of Desire, its seed and roots and 
branches and leaves and fruit 
Bhlshma recapitulates the substance of Yyasa’s 
discourse on the respective attributes of the 
elements ... ... ... ... 332 

Yudhishthira’s lament on the carnage caused on 

the field of Kurukshetra ... ... 334 

Bhishma recites the story of Anukampaka ... 335 

The Grandsire begins to consume all creatures ... 338 

Mahadeva pacifies the wrath of the Grandsire ... ib 

The Grandsire creates Mrityu ... ... 338 

Mrityu refuses to do the bidding of the Grand- 

sire ... ... ... ... ib 

The Grandsire persuades her to kill living crea- 
tures ... ... ... ... 333 

Mrityu betakes herself to penances ... ... ib 

Mrityu agrees to do her duty ... ... 341 

Yudhishthxra asks what is Righteousness and 
whether Righteousness is for this world or 
for the next or for both ... ... 342 

Bhishma’s answer ... ... ... 343 

'■ Continuation of Bhishma’s answer, reciting the 
I story of Tuladhara and Jajali ... ... 350 

Continuation of* Bhishma’s discourse reciting 
.the story of king Vicharakhyu’s condemna- 
4 . tion of ftuimal slaughter ,, s .** 373 


pa m * 

815 

317 

ib 

820 

824 

328 

329 



I 



C0STE5TS, 


Yudhishthira asks how one should judge of acts, 
i e n speedily or with delay 
Bhishma’s answer reciting the story of Chirakari, 
the son of Gautama, in respect of the 
injunction to slay his mother Ahalya 
Yudhishthira asks how. should the king protect 
his subjects without injuring anybody 
Bhishma recites the conversation between Dyumutsena 
and his son Satyavafc ... 

Yudhishthira enquires about the relative su- 
periority" of Domesticity" and Yoga ... 

Bhishma recites the conversation between Kapila 
and Syuraaraemi on animal sacrifice, the 
obligatory character of acts, and the 
merits of Yoga and Renunciation ... 

Yudhishthira asks which among the three, vis. f 
Religion, Profit, and Pleasure, is superior 
Bhishma recites the story of Kundadh&ra and 
the Brahman a who had worshipped him 
Yudhishthira asks what that sacrifice is which 
is ordained for only the sake of virtue 
and not for the acquisition of heaven or 
wealth 

Bhishma recites the story of the Brahmana who 
lived in observance of the Unccha vow 
The Brahman aks unwillingness to slay an 
animal in sacrifice notwithstanding the 
persnations of Savitri and Pharma 
Yudhishthira enquires about the method by 
which one becomes sinful, that by which one 
becomes virtuous, that by which one attains 
to Renunciation, and that by which one 
wins Emancipation 
Bhishma' s answer 

Yudhishthira asks what the means are fey which 
to win Emancipation 
Bhishm&’s answer 


fkOtL* 


38* 


414 



CONTEXTS, 


Continuation of Bhishma’s discourse reciting 
the story of Narada and Asita-Devala 
Yudhishthira enquires after the means by which 
to cast off thirst 

Bhishma recites the story of the discourse be- 
tween the ruler of Mithila and Mandavya 
Yudhishthira enquires about what that good Is 
which one should pursue in view of the 
fleeting character of Time 
Bhishma recites the story of the father and 
the son 

Yudhishthira asks of what behaviour should a 
man be, of what acts, of what kind of 
knowledge, &c., in order to be able to attain 
to Brahma ... ... 

Bhishma’s answer 

Yudhishthira asks when shall he succeed in 
abandoning sovereignty for adopting Renun- 
ciation 

Bhishma s answer stating the certainty of 
Yudhishthira’s acquisition of Emancipation 
Bhishma recites the disco urse between Vritra 
and Uq&nas... 

TJ janas explains to Yritra ho w Jiva succeeds In 
effecting Emancipation... ... 

Yudhishthira asks whether Krishna is identical 
with the Supreme deity 

Bhishma s answer in affirmation of the question 
Yudhishthira s applause of Vhitra 
Yudhishthira asks how the battle between 
Yritra and Indra took place 
Bhishma describes the battle 
The story of Indra’s affliction by the sin of 
Brahmanleide 

Brahman rescues Indra from the sin of Brah- 

mameide* ... 

Yudhishthira enquires after the origin of fern ’ 



/OKTKXm 


Bhishma's answer explaining the origin of that 
disease 

Janamqjay.u en pure* hiw the Horse-sacrince of 
Prajapati Daksha was destroyed ... 
Vai^ampFiyana's answer 

The names by which Daksha adored Mnhadeva 
Yudhishthira en quires after Adhyatma again 
Bhishma explains Adhyatma 
Yudhishthira enquires how sorrow and death 
may be avoided ... 

Bhishma recites the discourse between Xarada 
and Samanga 

The discourse between Galava and Nftvada 
Yudhishthira enquires how a king should be* 
have in view of the great object of acquisi- 
tion and what attributes should he have for 
freeing himself from attachments ... 

Why Ufjanas sought the welfare of the Asuras 

instead of siding with the deities 

The origin of the name Cukra 
The acts by performing which one wins the 
highest good both here and hereafter 
The discourse bet ween Janaka and Parthjara on 
the duties of life 

Janaka asks Paraqara the reason of the difference 
of color in men 
Parihyara’s answer 

Continuation of Para^ara’s discourse on duties ... 
Yudhishthira asks what opinion should be 

entertained about the virtues of truth, self- 
restraint, forgiveness, and wisdom ... 

Bhishma, in answer, recites the conversation 
between the Saddhyas and a swan... 

The difference between the Sankhya and the 
Yoga systems of philosophy 
What the kinds of diet are by taking 
which and what the things are by con- 

wf; ; ^ : nf ' ' : v' ■; : ' v V.’-'Vf 7 77 7 7 7 77: 77 77^77:7 7 : --' f 

v \ A-.,. .. .. 


S19 

! 1 ‘ 

524 

U, 

. H • 

M 

527 

. a/l 

528 

■ ' -v -1 

,4 


! . 

mm 

|4jr 

. ' 7? : 

$ 

; 

111 

i 

fV* V 

1 

7 

t 

, r *7U ' ; 

-d 


CONTENTS. 



q tiering which a Y ogin acquires Yoga- 
' puissance ... 

Rhishma's discourse on the principles of the 
Sankhya philosophy 

Yudhishthira enquires whether there is any 
consciousness in the Emancipate state 
Bhishma's answer 

Yudhishthira enquires about what is undeteriorat< 
ing and what is deteriorating 
Bhishma recites the discourse between Va$ishtha 
and king Kara! a of Janaka's race ... 
Yaqishfcha’s discourse on what is Vidya and 
* what is Avidya 

Ditto's discourse on Buddha and Abuddha 
Bhishraa recites the conversation between a king 
of Jan aka’s race and a Rishi in the forest 
Bhishma's -discourse on that which is freed from 
duty and its reverse by reciting the discourse 
between Yajnavalkya and Janaka ... 
Yajnavaikya’s discourse on the creation of 
the universe 

Dittos discourse on the destruction of the 
universe 

Ditto’s discourse on Adhyatma, Adhibhuta, 
and Adhidaivata 

Ditto’s discourse on Saitwa, Rajas, and Tamas 
Ditto’s discourse on what is possessed of atiri- 
v butes and what is not possessed of them 
Ditto's discourse on the Yoga philosophy 
Ditto's discourse on the diverse ends that 
■- people attain to as depending on the 
manner in which the Jiva-soul escapes 
from its mortal frame ... 

The story of Yajnavaikya’s acquisition of 
the Yajur vedas 

The conversation between V^wavasu and 
Yajnavalkya 




CONTESTS. 

Termination of Bhishma's discourse reciting 
these diverse narratives 

Yudhishthira enquires how one may avoid death 

Bhishma recites the discourse of Pancbaijikba 
to Janaka of Mithila ... 

Bhishma recites the story of Janaka of Mithila 
and the ascetic lady Sulabha 


to Renunciation 


Cuka expounding the vanity of worldly 
attachments 

Bhishma'3 discourse on the efficacy of gifts, 
sacrifices, penances, services to preceptors, &c. 
Bhishma’s discourse on the birth of Cuka 
Guka desires to learn the religion of Emancipation 
Cuka’s journey to Mithila ... 

The instructions of Janaka to Cuka ... 

Cuka’s return to Himavat ... 

Vyasa’s boon to his disciples 

Vyasa’s discourse on the Wind 

Discourse of Narada to Cuka 

Cuka sets his heart upon Emancipation 

Cuka casta off his body 

Cuka’s spirit proceeds through the skies 

Cuka identifies himself with Brahma ... 

VySsa follows the track of Cuka 
Yyasa consoled by Mahadeva 
Yudhishthira asks who the Supreme Deity is 
Bhishma recites the story of the discourse 
between Narada and the Rishi Narayana 
in the hermitage of Vadari 
Narada proceeds to White Island for beholding 
Marayana in his original nature ... 
Yudhishthira enquires after the characteristics 
of the denizens of White Island ... 

The story of Uparichara ... 

( C ) 





OC8IESTS, 


haspati’s wrath in the sacrifice of Upanchara 
s jonrney of the three Rishis Ekata, Dwita, 

and Trita to White Island 

the denizens of White Island 

without being able 


Description of 
The three Rishis come away 
to behold Narayana •• 

Yrihaspati is pacified 
The story of TJparichara’s distress and his rescue 

by Narayana 

Narada arrives at White Island 
Narada’s hymn to Narayana 
Narayana shows himself unto Narada 
Naray ana’s discourse to Narada 
Narada returns to Vadari ... 

The sources through which Bhishma derived the 
wonderful narrative about Narayana 
Caunaka’s question about Pravritti and Nivrjtti 
Sauti answers the question by reciting the dis- 
course of Vyasa unto Vai?ampayana on the 



COKTfi&TS. 


The Asnras Madhu and Kaitabha rob' Brahman 
of the Vedas 

Brahman a’a lamentations upon the loss of the Vedas, 
The Supreme Lord recovers the Vedas from the 
nether regions 

The Asuras Madhu and Kaitabha wish to fight 
the Supreme Lord and are slain by Hari 
The rewards reaped by the man who listens 
to the history of the transformation of 
Hari into Aniruddha with the equine head 
Who first promulgated the religion of Devotion 
The history of that religion as it has been 
handed down from primeval time ... 

Why all people do not follow the religion of 
Devotion ... 

How one may attain to Brahma 
The history of Vyasa’s previous birth 
The scriptures of different kinds all preach the 
same Narayana 

Are there many Porushas or only one Purnsha 
The discourse between Brahman and Mahadeva 
The indications of Purnsha 
The foremost duties of men belonging to the 
different modes of life ... 

The story of the Brahmana called Dharmaranva 
and the Naga named Padmanabha 
The Naga meets with the Brahmana on the 
banks of the Gomati ... ... 

The wonders of which the Sun is the source 
The Naga recites to the Brahmana the story of 
the end attained to by a Brahmana that had 
observed the Unccha vow 
The Brahmana betakes himself formally to the 
practice of the Unccha vow ... 

FINIS . 



* 



CAXTI PARVA, 


Section CLXXIV. 


(Mokskadharma Parva.) 

'"Xudhishthira said, — 'Thou hast, 0 gtandsire, discoursed 
vipon the auspicious duties (of persons in distress) connected 
with the duties of kings. It behovest thee now, O king, to 
tell me those foremost of duties which belong to those who 
lead the (four) modes of life V 1 

“Bhishma said, — 'Religion hath many doors. The obser- 
vance of (the duties prescribed by) religion can never be futile. 
Duties have been laid down with respect to every mode of life, 
(The fruits of those duties are invisible, being attainable 
in the nest world). The fruits, however, of Penance directed 
towards the Soul are obtainable in this world,* 2 Whatever 
be the object to which one devotes oneself, that object, 0 
Bharata, and nothing else, appears to one as the highest of 
acquisitions fraught with the greatest of blessings. 15 When one 
reflects properly, (one’s heart being purified by such reflection). 


*■ It is very difficult to literally translate such verses. The word 
Bharma Is sometimes used In feh§ sense of Religion or the aggregate of 
duties. At other times it simply means a duty or the course of duties 
prescribed for a particular situation. Tapah is generally rendered pe- 
nance. Here, however, it has a direct reference to cravana (hearing), 
w/viiiviia (contemplation), and 7iulhiad hy dsawi (abstraction of the soul 
from everything else for absolute concentration). The grammar of the 
second half of the first line is Sati apretya &c. } Bat being that which 
Is real, hence, the Soul, or the Supreme Soul, of which every indivi- 
dual Soul is only a portion, — TV 
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one comes to know that the things of this world are as value 
less as straw. Without doubt, one is then freed from attach- 
-ment in respect of those things.* When the world, O Yu- 
dhisbthira, which is full of defects, is so constituted, every 
man of intelligence should strive for the attainment of the 
emancipation of his soul ° 

“Yudhishthira said,— Toll me, O grandaire, by what frame 
of soul should one kill his grief when one loses ones wealth- 
or when one’s wife, or son, or sire, dies ; G 

“Bhishma said,— When ones wealth is lost, . or ones wife 
or son or sire is dead, ©lie certainly says to oneself, 'Alas, 
this is a great sorrow 1 — But then one should, by the aid oi 
Reflection, seek to kill that sorrow.' In this connection is. 
cited the old story of the speech that a regenerate friend of 
his, coining to Senajit’s court, made to that king, 8 Behold™ 
ing the monarch agitated with grief and burning with sorrow 
on account of the death of his son, the Brahman a addressed 
that ruler of very cheerless heart and said these words ; — 
Why art thou stupified ? Thou art without any intelligence 1 
Thyself an object of grief, why dost thou grieve (for others) ? 
A few days hence others will grieve for thee, and in their turn 
they will be grieved for by others still ! L0 Thyself, myself, and 
others who wait upon thee, 0 king, shall all go to that place 
whence all oi* us have come l — 11 

“ ‘Senajit said,— What is that intelligence, what that 
penance, 0 learned Brahmana, what that concentration of 
thought, 0 thou that hast wealth of asceticism, what that 
knowledge, and what that learning, by acquiring which thou 
dost not yield thyself to sorrow ? — 12 

“ 'The Brahmana said,— Behold, all creatures, — the superior, 
the middling, and the inferior —in consequence of their res- 
pective acts, are entangled in grief ! ts I do not regard even 
my own self to be mine. On the other hand, I regard 
•the whole world to be mine. X again think that all this 
(which I see) is as much mine as it belongs to others ! Grief 
cannot approach me in consequence of this thought. 14 Hav- 
ing acquired such an understanding, I do not yield either to 
joy or to grief, 1 * As two pieces of wood floating on the ocean 






com,) together at one time and are again separated, nm smii 
h th^ union of (living) creatures in this wurldb" Sous., 
grandsons kinsmen, relatives are all of this kind* Oiks should 
wcver feel affection for them, for separation with them is 
certain, l? Thy son came from an invisible region. He has 
departed ami become invisible. He did not know thee. Thou 
didst not know him. Who art thou and for whom dost thou 
grieve P Grief arises from- the disease .constituted- by desire. 
Happiness again results from the disease of desire being eared 
Prom joy springs sorrow, and sorrow arises repeatedly.^ 
Sorrow comes after joy, and joy after sorrow. The joys and 
sorrows of human beings are -revolving on a wheel . 20 After 
happiness sorrow has come to thee. Thou shaft again have 
happiness. Mo one suffers sorrow for ever, and no one enjoys 
happiness forever . 21 The body is the refuge of both sorrow 
and happiness.'* Whatever acts an embodied creature does 
with the aid of his body, the consequence thereof he has to 
suffer in that body . 23 Life springs with the springing of the 
body into existence. The two exist together, and the two 
perish together .^ 23 Men of un cleansed souls, wedded to 
worldly things by various bonds, meet with destruction like 
embankments of sand in water . 24 Woes of diverse kinds, 
bom of ignorance, act like pressers of oil-seeds, for assailing 
all creatures in consequence of their attachments, these press 
them like oil-seeds in the oil-making machine represented by 
the round of rebirths (to which they are subject ). 35 Man, for 
the sake of his wife (and others), commits numerous evil acts, 
but suffers singly diverse kinds of misery both in this and 
the next world . 20 All men, attached to children and wives 
and kinsmen and relatives, sink in the miry sea of grief like 
wild elephants, when destitute of strength, sinking in a miry 
slough . 27 Indeed, G lord, upon loss of wealth or son or kins- 
men or relatives, man suffers great distress, which resembles, 


* And not the Soul, as the commentator explains. With the death 
of the. body joy and grief disappear. — T. ■ . 

f The art by which the body could, as in Egypt, be preserved fo» 
thousands of years was not known to the lluhU^ r £%, 
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as regards its power of burning, a forest conflagration/ All 
this, viz,, joy and grief, existence and non-existence, k 
dependent upon destiny / 9 One having friends as erne destitute 
of friends, one having foes as one destitute of foes, one having 
wisdom as one destitute of ■ wisdom, each and c\ cry one 
amongst these.-, , obtains happiness through destiny * : Iciiends-. 
are not the cause of one’s happiness. Foes are not the cause 
of one’s misery. Wisdom is not competent to bi. tiig an 
accession of wealth nor- is wealth competent to bring an 
accession of happiness /’ 1 Intelligence* is not the- cause of' 
wealth, nor is stupidity the- cause- of penury. He only that is 
possessed of wisdom, and none else, understands the order of 
the world / 2 Amongst the intelligent, the heroic, the foolish, 
the cowardly, the idiotic, the- learned, the weak, or the strong, 
happiness comes to him for whom it is ordained/’" The cow 
belongs to the calf, to the cowherd that owns her, and to the 
thief Indeed, she belongs to him who drinks her milk„* r ’ J 
They whose understandings are absolutely dormant, and they 
who have attained to that state of the mind which lies be- 
yond the sphere of the intellect, succeed in enjoying happi- 
ness. Only they that are between these two classes, suffer 
misery . s5 f They that are possessed of wisdom delight in the 
two extremes but not in the states that are intermediates, 
The sages have said that the attainment of any of these two. 


* The commentator explains the sense of' this as follows The cow 
belongs to him who drinks her milk. Those who derive no advantage 
from her have no need for showing her any affection. One should not 
covet what is above one’s want. It lias been said, that (to a thirsty or 
hungry or toil-worn man), a little quantity of vaccine milk is of more 
use than a hundred kino ; a small measure of rice more useful than a 
hundred barns filled with grain ; half a little bed, of more use than a 
large mansion.— 1 T. 

f I follow Nilakantha in rendering this verse. His interpretation is 
plausible. Muclatamah , according to him, are those who are in deep, 
sleep. There are four stages of Consciousness. These are (1) wake- 
fulness ; (2) dream, (3) dreamless or deep slumber, and (4) Turma or* 
absolute ISimMhi (which the Togin only can attain to).—' T. 
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extremes constitutes happiness. Misery consists in the slates 
that are ifitemedi&ie between the twee *'" 1 They v. ho have 
succeeded in attaining to real felicity (which mmadhi can 
bring), ami who have become freed from the pleasures ami 
pains of tills world, and who arc destitute of envy, are never 
agitated by either the accession of wealth or its loss . 27 They 
who have not succeeded in acquiring that intelligence which 
leads to real felicity, but who have transcended folly and 
ignorance (by the help of a knowledge of the scriptures), give 
way to excessive joy and excessive misery v s Men destitute of 
all notions of right or wrong, insensate with pride and with 
success over others, yield to transports of delight like the 
gods in heave n/p 9 Happiness must end in misery. Idleness 
is misery ; whi-e cleverness (in action) is the cause of happi- 
ness. Affluence and prosperity dwell in one possessed of 
cleverness, but not in one that is idle . 40 Be it happiness or 
be it misery, be it agreeable or be it disagreeable, what comes 
to one should be enjoyed or endured with an unconquered 
heart . 41 Every day a thousand occasions for sorrow, and a 
hundred occasions for fear assail the man of ignorance and 
folly but not the man that is possessed of wisdom . 42 Sorrow 
can never touch the man that is possessed of intelligence, 
that has acquired wisdom, that is mindful of listening to the 
instructions of his betters, that is destitute of envy, and that 
is self- restrained . 41 Relying upon such an understanding, and 
protecting his heart (from the influences of desire and the 
passions), the man of wisdom should conduct himself here. 
Indeed, sorrow is unable to touch him who is conversant with 
that Supreme Self from which everything springs and unto 
which everything disappears, t 44 The very root of that for 




8 MAHJtBHABAm. [JM>^n?/uer;/irc 

which grief, or heart-burning, or sorrow is felt oi foi which 
ono is impelled to exertion, should, even if it be a part m 
one s body, be cast off. 4 * That object, whatever if may be, in 
respect of which the- idea of 'm&wm is cherished, becumos a 
source of grief and heart-burning . 46 Whatever objects, amongst 
things that are desired, are cast off, become sources of happi- 
ness. The man that pursues objects of desire meets with des- 
truction in course of the pursuit. 41 * In either the happiness 
that is derived from a gratification of the senses nor that great* 
felicity which one may enjoy in heaven, approaches to even a 
sixteenth part of the felicity which arises from the destruc- 
tion of all desire . 48 The acts of a former life, right or wrong, 
visit, in their consequences, the wise and the foolish, the brave 
and the timid . 49 It is even thus that joy and sorrow, the 
agreeable and the disagreeable, continually revolve (as on a 
wheel) among living creatures . 50 Relying upon such an un- 
derstanding, the man of intelligence and wisdom lives at ease, 
A person should disregard all his desires, and never allow his 
wrath to get the better of him . 51 This wrath springs in the 
heart and grows there into vigor and luxuriance. This wrath 
that dwells in the bodies of men and is born in their minds, 
is spoken of by the wise as Death . 52 When a person succeeds 
in withdrawing all his desires like a tortoise withdrawing all 
its limbs, then, his soul, which is self-luminous, succeeds in 
looking into itself ,* 53 That object, whatever it may be, in. 
respect of which the idea of mourn is cherished, becomes a 
source of grief and heart-burning.f 54 When a person himself 
feels no fear, and is feared by no one, when he cherishes no 
desire and no aversion, he is then said to attain to the state 
of Brahma,™ Ousting off both truth and falsehood, grief and 


man who succeeds in attaining to a state of Brahma by true Bartiadki 
or abstraction from the world, can never be touched by grief. — T. 

* In all treaties on Yoga it is said that when the first stage is passed, 
the neophyte succeeds in looking at his own self. The meaning seems 
to be that he experiences a sort of double existence so that he succeeds 
in himself looking at his own self. — T. 

t This is the same as 46. The Bombay edition does not repeat 

U»— T, ' . 
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joy, fe'Ar and. conragc. the agreeable ami the disagreeable, thou 
nmyst became of tranquil sou]. 6 * When a person abstains from 
d)ing wrong to any creature, in thought, word, or deed, he is 
then said to attain to a state of BrahmaJ* 7 ' True happiness is 
his who can cast off that thirst which is incapable of being cast 
off by the misguided, which does not decay with decrepitude, 
and which is regarded as a fatal disease. 53 In this connection, 
0 king, are heard the verses sung by Pingala about the man- 
ner in which she had acquired eternal merit even at a time 
that had been very unfavorable. 59 A fallen woman of the 
name of Pingala, having repaired to the place of assignation, 
was denied the company of her lover through an accident* 
At that time of great misery, she succeeded in acquiring tran- 
quility of soul. 60 

te ‘—Pingala said, — Alas, I have for many long years lived, 
all the while overcome by phrensy, by the side of that dear 
Seif in whom there is nothing but tranquility ! Death has been 
at my door. Before this, I did not, however, approach that 
Essence of Purity. 01 I shall cover this house of one column 
and nine doors (by means of true Knowledge).* What woman 
is there that regards that dear Supreme Soul, even when He 
is so near, as truly dear ?f G2 I am now awake. I have been 
roused from the sleep of ignorance. I am no longer influenced 
by desire. Human lovers, who are really the embodied forms 
of hell, shall no longer deceive me by approaching me lust- 
fully . 09 Evil produces good through destiny or the acts of a 
former life. Housed (from the sleep of ignorance), I have cast 
off all desire for worldly objects. I have acquired a complete 
mastery over my senses. 04 One freed from desire and hope sleeps 
in felicity. Freedom from hope and desire is felicity. Hav- 
ing driven off desire and hope, Pingala sleeps in felicity 1 — m 

* The house referred to is the body. The single column on which 
it is supported is Ignoranc’e, and the nine doors- are the eyes, the ears, 

- the nostrils, &c. &e. — T. 

t The sense is that women always regard their human lovers as 
dear without regarding the Supreme Being to be so, although He is al- 
ways with them. — T« 



“Yudhishthira said,— Time, which is destructive oi c,,r;. 
created thing, is passing on * Tell me, 0 grands ire., what is 
that good thing which should be sought ! n . . . 

“Bhishma said,— 'In this connection, 0 king, is cited the 
old narrative of a discourse between sire and son, O \ mlhish- 
thira A certain Brahman a, O Partha, who was devoted to 
the study of the Vedas, got a very intelligent son who (ior 
this) was called Medh&vin.f One day, the son, well ^conver- 
sant with the truths of the religion of Emancipation, and 
acquainted also with the affairs of the world, addressed his 

sire devoted bo the study of the Vedas.* 

« ‘The sou said,— What should a wise man do, O father, 
seeing that the period of human life is passing away so very 
quickly ? 0 father, tell me the course of duties that one 

should perform, without omitting to mention the fruits’. 
Having listened to thee, I desire to observe those duties l—' 1 

‘“The sire said, — 0 son, observing the Brahmacharyya 
mode of life, one should first study the Vedas. He should 
then wish for children for rescuing his ancestors. Setting up 
his fire next, he should seek to perform the (proscribed) sacri- 
fices according to due rites. At last, he should enter the 
forest for devoting himself to contemplation 1 — 11 

“ ‘The son said,— When the world is thus surrounded on 
all sides and is thus assailed, and when such irresistible things 
of fatal -consequences fall upon it, how can you say these words 
so calmly ?* — 7 ' 

“ ‘The sire said,— How is the world assailed? What is 
that by which it is surrounded ? What, again, are those 
irresistible things of fatal consequences that fall upon it ? 
Why dost thou terrify me thus ? — 8 


* L e is coursing on, without waiting for any one, 
t Literally, Intelligent,— T. - 
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“The son said, — Death is that by which the world is assail-, 
oil Decrepitude encompasses it. Those irresistible things' 
that coma and go away are the nights - (that are continually 
lessening the period of human life ), 9 When I know that 
Death tarries for none (hut approaches steadily towards every 
creature), how can I pass my time without covering my- 
self with the garb of knowledge ?* i0 When each succeeding 
night, passing away, lessens the allotted period of ones 
existence, the man of wisdom should regard the day to be 
fruitless . 11 (When death is approaching steadily) who is there 
that would, like a fish in a shallow water, feel happy ? Death 
comes to a man before his desires have been gratified . 12 Death 
snatches away a person when he is engaged in plucking flowers 
and when his heart is otherwise set, like a tigress bearing 
away a ram . 13 Do thou-, this very da} r , accomplish that which 
is for thy good. Let not this Death come to thee I Death 
drags its victims before their acts are accomplished . 14 The 
acts of tomorrow should be done today, those of the afternoon 
in the forenoon. Death does not wait to see whether the acts 
of its victim have all been accomplished or not . 16 Who knows 
that Death will not come to him even today ? In prime of 
age one should betake oneself to the practice of virtue. Life 
is transitory. If virtue be practised, fame here and felicity 
hereafter will be the consequences. iC Overwhelmed by igno- 
rance, one is ready to exert for sons and wives. Achieving 
virtuous or vicious acts, one brings them up and aggrandises 
them . 17 Like a tiger bearing away a sleeping deer, Death 
snatches away the man addicted to the gratification of desire 
and engaged in the enjoyment of sons and amimls . 15 Before 
he has been able to pluck the flowers upon which he has set 
his heart, before he has been gratified by the acquisition of the 
objects of his desire, Death bears him away like a tiger bear- 
ing away its prey . 19 Death overpowers a man while the latter 
is still in the midst of the happiness that accrues from the 


* The true reading is and not ajn&nem* Then, in the last 

i )o% the word is a-pihitah and not apihitaL The practices ava and cqn 
frequently drop the initial a. Hence aqpihitah means not covered, — T, 
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in the body. One comes to Dentil through ignorance and 
loss of judgment ; while Immortality is achieved through 
Truth.' 0 I shall, therefore, abstain from injury and seek to 
achieve Truth, and transgressing the sway of desire and 
wrath, regard pleasure and pain with an equal eye, ami 
at Gaining tranquillity, avoid Death like an immortal 1 st Upon 
<jhe advent of that season when the Sun will progress towards 
•die north, I shall, restraining my senses, set myself to the 
performance of the sacrifice, the Bra Ama-sac rifice, the 

Word-sacrifice, the Mind-sacrifice, and the Work-sacrifice*** 8 
How can one like me worship his Maker in animal-sacrifices 
involving cruelty, or sacrifices of the body such as Pig'dchas 
only can perform and such as produce fruits that; are tran- 
sitory ?* * f S3 That person whose words, thoughts, penances* 
renunciation, and yoga meditation, all rest on Brahma , sue*- 
ceeds in earning the highest good/ 4 There is no eye which 
is equal to (the eye of ) Knowledge. There is no penance 
like (that involved in) Truth. There is no sorrow equal to 
(that involved in) attachment. There is no happiness like 
(that which is obtainable from) renunciation/ 5 I have sprung 
from Brahma through Brahma, I shall devote myself to 
Brahma , though I am childless. I shall return to Brahma * 
I do not require a son for rescuing me; 8 A Brahmana can* 
have no wealth like to the state of being alone, the state in 
consequence of which he is capable of regarding everything 
with an equal eye, the practice of truthfulness, good be- 
haviour, patience, abstention from injury, simplicity, and 


* Gthiii is tranquillity. The C'aw^-sacrifiee is the endeavour to- 

practice self-denial in everything; in other words, to restrain all sorts 
of propensities or inclinations. The Brahma - sacrifice is reflection on 
the truths laid down in the Upanishads . The Word-sacrifice consists in 
the silent recitation (papa) of the Pranava or Om 3 the initial mantra,: 
The Mind-sacriiiee is contemplation of tlio Supreme SonL The Work- 
sacrifice consists in baths, cleanliness, and waiting upon the preceptor. 

t Both readings are correct, viz., Ksheirayajna and Kshatrayajna, 
Mbketra is, of course, the body, if the latter reading be accepted, the. 
meaning will he *a sacrifice like that of a Kshatriya, L e. f a battled - 
Hence, all kinds of acts involving cruelty, — T« ' . ' , 
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avoidance of all rites and visible sacrifices. 87 What use hast 
thou, O Brahmana, of wealth or kinsmen and relatives, of 
wives, when thou shalt have to die? Seek thy Se t "hieh 
is concealed in a cave. Where are thy gran dsi res and where 
thy sire ?* ss — * 

“Bhishma continued,— ' Do thou also, 0 monarch, conduct 
thyself in that way in which the sire (in this story), conduct: 
himself, devoted to the religion of Truth, after having listened 
to the speech of his son* ” s9 ’ 


Section CLXXVI. 

“Yudhishthira sail, —'Tell me, O grandsire, whence and 
how happiness and misery come to those that are rich, as also 
those that are poor,, but who live in the observance of differ- 
ent practices and rites 1’f 1 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘In this connection is cited the old 
narrative of what was sung by Camp aka who had obtained 
tranquillity and achieved emancipation for himself. 3 In former 
times a certain Brahmana, rendered miserable by a bad wife, 
bad dress, and hunger, and living in the observance of the 
vow of renunciation, told me these verses.** — Diverse kinds 
of sorrow and happiness overtake, from the day of birth, the 
person that is born on the Earth* 4 If he could ascribe either 


* Or, seek Brahma in tliv understanding* The word Atman is often 
synonymous with Supreme Self. — T. 

t The commentator explains that the object of Yadhishthira’s ques- 
tion is this: in the preceedirg section or lesson it has been inculcated 
that one may seek the acquisition of the religion of mokska or eman- 
cipation even when he is young. Yudhishthira enquires whether 
wealth (so necessary for the performance of sacrifices) is needed for the 
acquisition of that religion. If wealth be necessary, the poor then 
would not he able to acquire that religion. lienee the enquiry about 
the way in which joy and sorrow come to the wealthy and to the 
poor. — T. 

t The verses are said to be old. Nilakantha accordingly supposes 
that it was not Campaka who recited them to Bhishma, but some one 
else* I follow, the commentator ; but the grammar of the concluding 
&ersc of this section must have to be twisted for supporting him.—- T. 
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of them to the action of Destiny, he would not then feel glad 
when happiness came ' or miserable when ' sorrow overtook 
him. 6 Though thy mind is divested of desire, thou bearest 
vet a heavy load. Thou dost not seek to achieve thy good 
(L e, emancipation). Art thou not successful in controlling 
thy mind ¥' If thou goesfc about, having renounced home and 
desirable possessions, ■ thou shall taste real happiness, A 
person divested of everything sieepeih in happiness, and 
awaketh in happiness , 7 Complete poverty, in this world, is 
happiness. It is a good regimen, it is the source of blessings, 
it is freedom from danger. This foeless path is unattainable 
(by persons cherishing desire) and is easily attainable (by those 
that are freed from desire),* Casting my eyes on every part 
of the three worlds, I do not behold the person who is equal 
to a poor man of pure conduct and without attachment (to 
worldly things ). 9 I weighed poverty and sovereignty in a 
balance. Poverty weighed heavier than sovereignty and 
seemed to possess greater merits . 10 Between poverty and 
sovereignty there is this great distinction, viz., that the 
sovereign, possessed of affluence, is always agitated by anxiety 
and seems to be within the very jaws of death . 11 As regards, 
however, the poor man, who in consequence of the divestment 
of all wealth has freed himself from hopes and emancipated 
himself, neither fire, nor foe, nor death, nor robbers, can 
get the better of him . 12 The very gods applaud such a man 
who wanders about according to his will, who lies down on 
the bare ground with his arm for a pillow, and who is pos- 
sessed of tranquillity, 1 " Affected by wrath and cupidity, the 
man of affluence is stained by a wicked heart. He casts 
oblique glances and makes dry speeches. He becomes sinful, 
and his face is always darkened with frowns . 14 Biting his 
lips, and excited with wrath, he utters harsh and cruel words. 
If such a man desires to even make a gift of the whole world, 
who is there that would like to even look at him ? 15 Constant 
companionship with Prosperity stupifies a person of weak 
judgment. It drives off his judgment like the wind driving 
off the autumnal clouds. Companionship with Prosperity 
induces him to think, — I am possessed of beauty ! I am 
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possessed of wealth' V c lam high-born ! I meet with suc- 
cess in whatever I undertake 1 I am not an ordinary human 
being ! — His heart becomes intoxicated in consequence of 
these three reasons. 17 With heart deeply attached to worldly 
possessions, he wastes the wealth hoarded by his sires. Re- 
duced to want, he then regards the appropriation of other 
people’s wealth as blameless. 15 At this stage, when he trans- 
gresses all barriers and begins to appropriate the possessions of 
others from every side, the rulers of men obstruct and afflict 
him like sportsmen afflicting with keen shafts a deer that is 
espied in the woods. 19 Such a man is then overwhelmed with 
many other afflictions of a similar kind that originate in fire 
and weapons.- 0 Therefore, disregarding all worldly propensities 
{such as desire for children and wives) together with all fleet- 
ing unrealities (such as the body, &c.,) one should, aided by 
one’s intelligence, apply proper medicine for the cure of those 
painful afflictions. 21 Without Renunciation one can never 
attain to happiness. Without Renunciation one can never 
obtain what is for one’s highest good. Without Renunciation 
one can never sleep at ease. Therefore, renouncing* every- 
thing, make happiness thy own l 32 — All this was said to me 
in past times at Hastinapore by a Brahmana about what 
Campaka had sung. For this reason, I regard Renunciation to 
be the foremost of things, 5 ” 23 


Section CLXXVII. 

“Yudhishthira said, — Tf any person, desiring to accomplish 
acts (of charity and sacrifices), fails to find (the necessary) 
wealth, and thirst of wealth overwhelms him, what is that 
which he must do for obtaining happiness V 1 

“Bhishma said, — 'He that regards everything (vis., joy and 
sorrow, honor and insult, &c,,) with an equal eye, that never 
exerts (for gratifying his desire for earthly possessions), 
that practises truthfulness of speech, that is freed from all 
kinds of attachment, and that has no desire for action, is, 0 
Bharata, a happy man, 2 These five, the ancients say, arc 
the means for the acquisition of perfect tranquillity or email- 
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e ip at ion. These are called Heaven. These are Religion. These 
constitute the highest happiness. 5 In this connection is cited 
the old narrative of what Manki had sung, when freed from’ 
attachments. Listen to it, O Yudhishthira ! 4 Desirous of 
wealth, Manki found that he was repeatedly doomed to dis- 
appointments. At last with a little remnant of his property 
he purchased a couple of young bulls with a yoke for training 
them (to agricultural labour)/’ One day the two bulls* 
properly tied to the yoke, were taken out for training (in 
the fields). Shying at the sight of a camel that lay down 
on the road, the animals suddenly ran towards the camel/ 
and fell upon its neck. Enraged at finding the bulls fall up- 
on its neck, the camel, endued with great speed, rose up 
and ran at a quick pace, bearing away the two helpless crea- 
tures dangling on either side of its neck. 7 Beholding his two 
bulls thus borne away by that strong camel, and seeing that 
they were on the point of death, Manki began to say, 8 — If 
wealth be not ordained by destiny, it can never be acquired 
by even a clever man exerting with attention and confidence 
and accomplishing with skill all that is necessary towards that 
end/ I had, before this, endeavoured by diverse means and 
with devotion to earn wealth. Behold this misfortune brought 
about by destiny to the property I had ! 10 My bulls are borne 
away, rising and falling, as the camel is running in an uneven 
course. This occurrence seems to be an accident.* 11 Alas* 
those dear bulls of mine are dangling on the camel’s neck like 
a couple of gems 1 This is only the result of Destiny. Exer- 
tion is futile in what is due to Chance. 13 Or, if the existence 
of anything like Exertion (as an agent in the production of re- 
sults) be admitted, a deeper search would discover Destiny to 

* Kdhatdliyam is, literally, ‘after the manner of the crow and the 
palmyra fruit. 5 The story is that once when a crow perched upon a 
palmyra tree, a fruit (which had been ripe) fell down. The fruit fell 
because of its ripeness. It wonld be a mistake to accept the sitting of 
the crow as the cause of the fall. The perching was only an accident. 
Yet men very frequently, in tracing causes, accept accidents for in- 
ducing causes. Such men are said to be deceived by ‘the fallacy of 
the crow and the palmyra fruit/ — T, 
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* at the bottom*- Hence, the person that desires « -- 

should renounce all attachment. The man without ut ; .,X 

meats, no longer cherishing any desire to “™ V 
1 ^ Ho it was well-said by Quka *hhc h J 

ztt £*w*- «• fath "' s rT,** 

the fruition of all his wishes, and one who emls - ^ 

- , tl , e i a tt“r who renounces all, is superior to the iormer 

who 'obtains the’ fruition of all.“ Ho one conkl ever attain 
to the end of desire.* Only he that is destitute at know 
ledge and judgment feels an avidity for protecting his body 
and life. 17 — Forbear from every desire lor action. - mj 
Soul that art possessed by cupidity, adopt traiuiui it J_*> 
freeing thyself from all attachments ! Repeatedly hast thou 
been deceived (by desire and hope). How is it that thou 
dost not still free thyself from attachments.- It 1 am 
not one that deserves destruction at thy hands, u I am 
one with whom thou shouldst sport in delight, then, O my 
wealth-coveting Soul, d.) not induce me towards cupidity 1“ 
Thou hast repeatedly lost thy hoarded wealth ! 0 my wealth- 

coveting and foolish Soul, when wilt thou succeed in emanci- 
pating thyself from the desire of wealth P" Shame on my 
foolishness ! I have become a toy of thine ! It is thus that 
one becomes a slave of others. 21 No one born on Earth did ever 
attain to the end of desire, and no one that will take birth 

will succeed in attaining to it. Casting oft all acts, I haio 
at last been roused from sleep ! I am now awake l 22 Without 
doubt, 0 Desire, thy heart is as hard as adamant, since though 
affected by a hundred distresses, thou dost not break into a 
Vm nrl ,-pd rnpnfis ! 2S I know thee, 0 Desire, and all those 


* Esei’tion to be successful must depend on circumstances. The 
combination of circumstances is destiny. — T. 

+ It is difficult to resist the belief that many of the passages of the 
Canii are later additions. Cttka was the son of Vyasa. fo quote a 
saying of Cuka (or, as he was called Cukadeva Goswamin), if Wyasa was 
the real writer of this passage, is rather suspicious.— T. 

% I. e., arrive at such a point that nothing was left for him to 
desire.— T. WWSlWWlWgWi W':Wv V ' ] 
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things that are clear to thee ! Seeking what Is dear to thee, 
I shall feel happiness In my own Self.* 24 O Desire, I know 
thy root. Thou springest from Will.f — I shall, therefore, 
avoid Will. Thou shalt then be destroyed with thy roots. 25 
The desire for wealth can never be fraught with happi- 
ness. If acquired, great is the anxiety that the acquirer 
feels. If lost after acquisition, that is felt as death. Lastly, 
respecting acquisition itself, it is very uncertain. 23 Wealth 
cannot be got by even the surrender of one’s person. What 
can be more painful than this ? When acquired, one Is 
never gratified with its measure, but one continues to seek 
it. 27 Like the sweet water of the Ganges, wealth only in- 
creases one’s hankering. It Is my destruction. I am now 
awakened. Do thou, 0 Desire, leave me ! 2S Let that Desire 
which has taken refuge in this my body, — this compound of 
(five) elements, — go whithersoever it chooses and live happily 
whithersoever it likes.J 29 Ye all that are not of the Soul, I 
have no joy in you, for ye follow the lead of Desire and 
Cupidity ! Abandoning all of you I shall take refuge in the 
quality of Goodness.^ 80 Beholding all creatures in my own 
body and my own mind, and devoting my reason to Yoga 7 
my life to the instructions of the wise, and soul to Brahma* 1 


* I. with the view of doing thee good, I shall emancipate myself 
from all attachments and enjoy the blessedness of tranquillity. — T. 

t Here the theory of desire seems to be reversed. Desire is mere 
wish after anything. When its gratification Is sought, the form it 
■assumes is that of determination or will. If, however, Kama be taken 
as the formulated desire after specific objects, then, perhaps, the will 
may be regarded as its foundation, at least, in respect of the distress 
and difficulties that come in its train,— 1 T. 

| I think the Bombay reading of this ver.e is incorrect. Bhutagra - 
m ah (noun sing.) should be Bhutag-rdmam (accusative sing.). The Yah 
is Kama, It is Desire that is exhorted to go away whithersoever it 
ehoo.-.es. If the elements be thus exhorted, then it is death that the 
speaker desires. This would be inconsistent with the spirit of the 
passage, — T. 

8 The use of the plural Ymhmfahu might lead at first sight to take 
it as standing for the elements. It is plain, however, that it refers, 
to all attributes that are founded on Rajas and Tamas * — T, 
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I shall happily rove through the 

and without calamities of any ' in m " >*« j{ q con- 

be able to plunge me again into such sono .* ■ 

iimie to be agitated by thee, 0 tore, I ^ 

without a path (by Thick to eSeet 

O Desire, art elweye the progeu iter of » e. ■ 

. r . Hffne and toil.®* I think the grief that one ioU.., 

the loss of wealth ie vet, keeu aud fat gtealet thau^at « 
feels under any other circumstances. _ Knmm en and bud 
disregard him that has lost his wealth.' 1 It ith van i . 
of humiliation that number by thousands there are many 
faults in property that arc more painful still. _ On tin. 
other hand, the very small happiness that resides m wealt 
is mingled with pain and sorrow.^ Robbers slay, mn ^ 

sight of all, the person that is possessed of wealth, _ 

him with various kinds of severity, or always fill him wii^ 

fear. 36 At last, after a long time, I have understood ^ that 
the desire for wealth is fraught with sorrow. J* ha evei 
object, 0 Desire, upon which thou settest thy heart, thou 

forcest me to pursue it ! Thou art without judgment. Thou 

art a fool. Thou art difficult of being contented. Thou canst 
not be gratified. Thou burnost like fire. Thou n< * 

enquire (in pursuing an object) whether it is easy _ or difficult 
of attainment. Thou canst not be filled to the brim, like ic 
nether region. Thou wishest to plunge me into sorrow. 
From this day, 0 Desire, I am incapable of living with 
thee P I who had felt despair, at first, at the loss of my 
property, have now attained to the high state of perfect 
freedom from attachments. At this moment I no longer think 
of thee and thy train, 50 I had, before thi s, felt great misery 

* Beholding all creatures in my <nm body and nund, L e., identifying 
myself with all creatures or never taking them as distinct and separate 
ed from me $ in other words, professing and practising the principle of 
universal love. — T. 

f The two lines are antithetical. What is said here is that though 
there is misery in property, there is no real happiness in affluence* 

Hence Nilakantha is right in supposing that the last worl of the first 

line is not dh<me hut adhm$% the Sandhi being Arsha* % 
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ob thy account. I do not (now) regard myself as destitute of 
intelligence. Having adopted Renunciation in consequence of 
the loss of my property, I now- can rest, freed from every 
kind of fever. ^ I cast thee off, 0 Desire, with all the passions 
of my heart. Thou shalt not again dwell with me or sport 
with me . 41 I shall forgive them that will slander or speak 
ill of me. I shall not injure even when injured. If anybody 
from aversion speaks disagreeable words of me, disregarding 
those words I shall address him in agreeable speeches. In 
contentment of heart and wdih all my senses at ease, X shall 
always live upon what may be got by me. 48 I shall not con- 
tribute to the gratification of the wishes entertained' by thee 
that art my foe. Freedom from attachment, emancipation 
from desire, contentment, tranquillity, truth, self-restraint/ 
forgiveness, and universal compassion, are the qualities that 
have now come to me. 43 Therefore, let Desire, cupidity, thirst,, 
miserliness, avoid me. I have now adopted the path of Good 1 
ness. 44 Having cast off Desire and Cupidity, great is my 
happiness now. I shall no longer yield to the influence of 
Cupidity and no longer suffer misery like a person of un- 
cleansed soul. 45 One is sure to obtain happiness according to 
the measure of the desires he may be able to cast off. Truly, he 
who yields himself up to Desire always suffers misery. 40 What- 
ever passions connected with Desire arc cast oft by a person, 
all appertain to the quality of Passion. Sorrow and shame- 
lessness and discontent all arise from Desire and Wealth. 47 
Like a person plunging in the hot season into a cool lake, I 
have now entered into Brahma . I have abstained from work. 
* I have freed myself from grief. Pure happiness has now come 
to me; ls The felicity that results from the gratification of 
[ Desire, or that other purer felicity which one enjoys in heaven, 

does not come up to even a sixteenth part oi that which 
arises upon the abandonment of all kinds of thirst l 40 Killing 
the principle of desire, which with the body makes an aggre- 
gate of seven, and which is a bitter foe, I haye entered the 
immortal city of Brahma and shall pass my days there in 
happiness like a king — Relying upon such intelligence, 
^V... Manki freed himself from attachments, casting oft all desires 
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and attaining 
Indeed, in consequence of the loss of his two bn!, 
attained to immortality. Indeed, because he cut 
roots of desire, lie attained?, through that meau^, 
felicity J ” 5a 
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Section CLXXVIIL 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘In this connection is also cited the* 
old narrative of the verses sung by J an aha the Tiller oi the 
Yidehas, who had attained to tranquillity of soul. 1 'What 
the monarch said was,— Unlimited is my wealth. At the same 
time I have nothing. If the whole of (my kingdom) Olithilc 
be consumed in a conflagration, I shall incur no loss." In 
this connection is also cited the speech of Vodhya uttered in 
respect of this very topic, viz., freedom from attachments,, 
Listen to it, O Yudhishthira I s Once on a time the royal son 
of Nahusha (Yayati) questioned the Rishi Vodhya who bad* 
in consequence of the abandonment of desire, attained to 
tranquillity of soul and who had an intimate acquaintance 
with the scriptures. 4 The monarch said, — O thou of great wis- 
dom, give me instructions about tranquillity. What is that 
understanding relying upon which thou succeedest in wander- 
ing over the world in tranquillity of soul and disengaged from 
all acts f — 

“ ‘Vodhya said, — I conduct myself according to the ins- 
tructions of others but never instruct others myself. I shall, 
however, mention the indications of those instructions (accord- 
ing to which my conduct is framed). Thou mayst catch their 
spirit by reflection. 6 My six preceptors are PIngla, the osprey, 
the snake, the bee in the forest, the maker of shafts (in the 
story), and the maiden (in the story) S* 7 - — ’ 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Hope is very powerful (in agitat- 
ing the heart), 0 king 1 Freedom from hope is high felicity f 


* Nilakantha explains that by Bdranga here is meant the bee. The 
unvmJumam following it is ‘going behind.’ The ’whole compound means 
A nutation of the bee in the forest.’ — T* 
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Reducing hope to an absence of expectation, Pingla sleeps 
in peace .* 3 Beholding an osprey with meat in his beaks, 
others, that have not found any meat, assail and destroy him. 
A certain osprey,, by altogether abstaining from meat, obtain- 
ed felicity . 2 To build a house for ones ownself is productive 
of sorrow and not of happiness. The snake, taking up his 
residence in another creatures abode, lives in felicity . 10 The 
ascetics live happily, betaking themselves to mendicancy, with- 
out being injured by any creature, like bees at the forest . 11 
A certain maker of shafts, while employed at his work, was 
so deeply attentive to it that he did not notice the king' 
who passed by his side . 12 When many are together, dispute 
ensues. Even when two reside together, they are sure to 
converse. I, however, wander alone like the anklet made of 
sea-shells in the wrist of the maiden in the story vf* — ’ ,>iS . 


Section CLXXIX. 

C£ Y udhishthira said,— thou that art conversant with the 
conduct of men, tell me by what conduct a person may succeed 
in this world, freed from grief. How also should a person 
act in this world so that he may attain to an excellent end V 1 
“Bhishma said, — Tn this connection is cited the old story 
of the discourse between Prahlada and the sage Ajagara . 2 
Once on a time king Prahrada of great intelligence questioned 
a wandering Brahmana of great intelligence and a cleansed 
and tranquil soul . 5 

'Prahrada said,— Freed from desire, with a cleansed soul, 
possessed of humility and self-restraint, without desire of ac- 
tion, free from malice, agreeable in speech, endued with dignity 
and intelligence and wisdom, thou livest (in simplicity) like 


* The allusion is to the story of Pingala in Section 74 ante.—T . 
t The story, evidently a very ancient one, is given in full in the 
BhdgavaL Once on a time, a maiden, residing in her father’s house, 
wished to feed secretly a number of Brahmanas. While removing the 
grain from the barn, her anklets, made of shells, began to jingle. 
Fearing discovery through that noise, she broke all her anklets except 
one for each hand. — T, 
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a child. 4 Thou never covetest any kind of gain, and never 
grievest at any kind of loss ! Thou art always contented 
0 Brahman*, and dost not seem to regard anything in the 
world l* While all other creatures are being borne away in 
the current of desire and passion,- thou art perfectly Indium- 
ent to all acts appertaining to Religion, Profit, and Plea&unn 
Thou seeniest to be in a state of quietude (without the possi- 
bility of agitation). 0 Disregarding all the objects of the 
senses, thou mo vest like an emancipated self, only witnessing 
everything, (but never taking part in anything). \\ hat, 
O sage, is thy wisdom, what thy learning, and what thy 
behaviour (in consequence of which all this becomes possible) ? 
Tell me this without delay, if, 0 Brahmana, thou thickest it 
will do me good 1 — ** 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘That intelligent Brahmana who 
was well-conversant with the duties of the world, thus ques- 
tioned by Prahrada, answered him in sweet words of grave 
import. 9 Behold, 0 Prahrada, the origin of creatures, their 
growth, decay, and death, are traceable to no (intelligible) 
cause. It is for this that I do not indulge in either joy or 
sorrow.* 10 All the propensities (for action) that exist in the 
universe may be seen to flow from the very natures of the 
creatures (to which they inhere). All things (in the universe) 
are dependent on their respective natures. Hence, I am not 
delighted with anything.*] - 11 Behold, O Prahrada, all kinds 
of union have an aptitude for disunion. All acquisitions are 
certain to end in destruction. Hence I never set my heart 
upon the acquisition of any object. 12 All things possessed of 


* Animittatak is explained by Nilakantha as one that has no cause, 
i. Brahma, The commentator would take this speech as atheistic 
one. I refuse to reject the plain and obvious meaning of the word. 
All phases of speculative opinion are discussed in the Oanti It is very 
possible that a religious indifferentism is preached here.— T. 

t The sense of the passage is that as everything depends upon its 
own nature, it cannot, by its action, either gladden or grieve me. If a 
son be born to me I am not delighted. If he dies, I am not grieved. 
His birth and death depend upon his own nature as a mortal. I have 
no power to alter, that nature or affect it in anv wav.— T. 
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attributes arc certain to meet with destruction. What re-, 
mains there for a person then to do who (like me) is conver- 
sant with both the origin and the end of things ? is Of all 
things, large or small, horn in the -ocean of waters, the end 
is noticeable . 14 I see also the death, which is manifest, O 
chief of As liras, of all things, mobile and immobile, belong- 
ing to the land . 15 0 best of Danavas, death comes in season 
unto even the strongest of winged creatures which range 
the sky . 10 I see again that the luminous bodies, large and 
small, which move in the firmament, fall down when their 
time comes. 17 Beholding ail created things to be thus liable 
to be affected by death, possessed of knowledge, and thinking 
all things to be possessed of the same nature, I sleep in 
peace without any anxiety of heart. 1 * If I get without 
trouble a copious repast I do not scruple to enjoy it. On the 
other hand, I pass many days together without eating any- 
thing, 18 Sometimes people feed me with costly viands in 
profusion, sometimes with a small quantity, sometimes with 
even less, and sometimes I get no food whatever. 20 I some- 
times eat only a portion of a grain ; sometimes the dry 
sesame cakes from which the oil has been pressed out. I 
sometimes eat rice and meat and other food of the richest 
kind. 21 Sometimes I sleep on an elevated bedstead of the 
best kind. Sometimes I sleep on the bare ground. Some- 
times my bed is made within a fine palace or mansion. 22 I am 
sometimes clad in rags, sometimes in sackcloth, sometimes in 
raiments of fine texture, sometimes in deer-skins, sometimes 
in robes of the costliest kind. 23 I never reject such enjoy- 
ments as are consistent with virtue and as are obtained by 
me without effort. I do not, at the same time, strive for 
attaining to such objects as are difficult of acquisition. 24 The 
rigid vow I have adopted is called Ajagara .* That vow can 
secure immortality. It is auspicious and griefless. It is In- 


* The word Ajagara implies ‘after the manner of a big snake that 
cannot move . 1 It is believed that such snakes, without moving, lie in 
the same place in expectation of prey, eating when anything comes near, 
famishing when there is nothing. — T, 
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comparable and pure. It is consistent with the counsels of 
the wise. It is disapproved by persons of foolish understand- 
ing who, never follow it. W ith a pure heart I 'Conduct my*; 
self according to it . 25 My mind never swerves from this vow, 
I have not swerved from the practices of my order. I am 
abstemious in everything. I know the past and the present* 
Divested of fear and wrath and cupidity and errors of juclg- 
ment, I follow this vow with a pure heart . 26 There are no 
restrictions in respect of food and drink and other objects oi 
enjoyment for one practising this vow. As everything is 
dependent on destiny, there is no observance of the considera- 
tions of time and place for one like us. The vow I follow 
contributes to true happiness of the heart. It is never ob- 
served by those that are wicked. I follow it with a pure 
heart . 27 Induced by cupidity, men pursue different kinds of 
wealth. If baffled in the pursuit, they become depressed by 
sorrow. Reflecting properly upon all this by the aid of my 
intelligence which has penetrated the truths of things, I 
follow this vow with a pure heart . 28 I have seen persons in 
distress seeking, for the acquisition of wealth, the shelter of 
men good and bad. Devoted to tranquillity and with my 
passions under control, I follow this vow with a pure heart , 35 
Beholding, by the aid of truth, that happiness and misery, 
loss and gain, attachment and renunciation, death and life, 
are all ordained by destiny, I follow this vow with a pure 
heart . 30 Divested of fear and attachment and errors of judg- 
ment and pride, and endued with wisdom, intelligence, and 
understanding, and devoted to tranquillity, and hearing that 
large snakes without moving enjoy the fruit that comes to 
them of itself, I follow their practice with a pure heart / 1 
Without restrictions of any kind in respect of bed and food, 
endued by my nature with Self-restraint, abstemiousness, pure 
vows, truth, and purity of conduct, and without any desire 
to store (for future use) the rewards of action, I follow, with 
a delighted and pure heart, this vow. 22 , All causes of sorrow 
have fled from me in consequence of my having driven off 
the object of desire. Having received an accession of light, 
I follow this vow with a pure heart; for controlling rny soul 
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and proud of his affluence, threw down, by negligently driv- 
ing his car, a Rishi’s son of rigid vows, named Ka^yapa, 
devoted to penances. 5 Prostrated on the ground, the young 
man, in exceeding pain, gave way to his wrath ; and under 
the influence of despair resolved, saying,— I shall cast off my 
life ! A poor man has no need of life in this world Vi hilc 
the Brahmana was lying in that state, silent and agitated, 
deprived of energy and on the point of death, Indra appeared 
on the scene in the form of a jackal and addressing him, 

sa.id/ All (inferior) creatures covet birth in the human race. 

Among men again, the status of a Brahmana is much desired. 
Thou, O Kaqyapa, art a human being I Amongst human 
beings, thou art again a Brahmana. Among Brahmanas, 
thou art again one that is conversant with the Vedas, Hav- 
ing obtained that which is attainable with very great diffi- 
culty, it behoveth thee not to give up life from folly ! 9 All 
kinds of (worldly) acquisitions are fraught with pride. The 
declaration of the prutis in that respect is perfectly true. 
Thou lookest the picture of contentment. In forming such a 
resolve (which is so derrogatory of thy own self ) about cast- 
ing off thy life, thou actest from cupidity ! l ° O, they are 
crowned with success that have hands 1 I eagerly wish for the 
status of those creatures that have hands ! u We covet hands 
as eagerly as you covet riches. There is no acquisition that 
is more valuable than the acquisition of hands. 12 Behold, O 
Brahmana, I cannot extract this thorn that has entered my 
body, or crush these insects and worms that are biting and 
afflicting me greatly ! 13 They that have bestowed upon them 
two hands with ten fingers, succeed in throwing away or 
crushing the worms (by scratching) that bite their limbs .' 4 
They succeed in constructing shelters for themselves from 
rain, cold, and heat. They succeed also in enjoying excellent 
clothes for themselves, good food, comfortable beds, and ex- 
cellent habitations. 18 Living on this Earth, they that have 
hands enjoy kine and other animals and cause them to carry 
burthens or drag their vehicles, and by the aid of diverse 
means bring those animals under sway (for their own pur- 
poses). 15 Those living creatures that are without tongues, 


that are helpless, of little strength, and destitute of hands, 
bear all the several kinds of misery (indicated above). By 
good luck, 0 ascetic, thou art not like them, 17 By good luck, 
thou art not a jackal, nor a worm, nor a mouse, nor a snake, 
nor a frog, nor an animal of any other miserable order. 18 With 
this measure of gain (that thou hast won), thou shouldst, 
0 Ka<jyapa, be contented 1 How happy, again, shouldst thou 
feel at the thought that amongst living creatures thou art 
a superior Brahman a l 19 These worms are biting me 1 For 
want of hands I am unable to drive them off. Behold this 
my miserable plight l 20 I do not cast off life because to do so 
is a very sinful act, and lest, indeed, I fall into a more miser- 
able order of existence ! 21 This order of existence, viz., that 
of a jackal, to which I now belong is rather tolerable. Miser- 
able as it is, there are many orders of existence below it that 
are more miserable still. 22 By birth certain classes of creatures 
become happier than others who become subject to great woe. 
But I never see that there is any order of being which can be 
said to be in the possession of perfect happiness. 23 Human 
beings, obtaining affluence, next wish for sovereignty. Having 
achieved sovereignty their next wish is for the status of gods. 
Having won that status they then wish for the chiefdom of the 
celestials. 24 If thou becomest affluent, thou wilt never succeed 
in becoming a king (for thou art a Brahmana by birth), nor in 
becoming a god (because, in reality, thy status of Brahmana- 
hood is equal if not superior to that of a god). If by any 
means (led away by the alluring prospect of heavenly bliss) 
thou becomest a god (instead of attaining to a superior posi- 
tion), thou wilt then covet for the chiefdom of the gods. In 
no condition wilt thou be contented. 25 Contentment does not 
result from acquisition of desirable objects. Thirst is never 
slaked although there is profusion of water.* The thirst for 
acquisition only blazes up with each fresh acquisition like a fire 
with new faggots thrown into it. 20 In thee there is grief. But 
joy also dwells in thee. Both happiness and misery . dwell in 

* The meaning is that even copious drafts do not slake thirst per* 
snanentlyj tor after being slaked, it is sure to return, — T* . . 


thee. Why then shouldst thou yield to grief:-" One should 
shut up, like birds in a cage, the very springs, viz., the unders- 
tanding and the senses, of all one s desires and acts. 1 ' r l'l: *'T' ' 
can be no cutting of a second head, nor of a third hand, 
That which does not exist can prudr.ee no fear . 53 One that j« 
not acquainted with the enjoyment a certain olfe ;t afford < 
never feels a desire fur that object. Desires arise from the 
actual experience of the pleasures that touch, or sight, or 
hearing gives. 50 Thou hast no idea of the taste of the wine 
called Varuni or of the meat of the birds called Lr’dv’aku. 
There is no drink and no food more delicious than these / 1 
Thou hast no idea also, O Ktmyapa, of every other superior 
kind of drink and food that exists among men, for thou hast 
never tasted it.* 2 Without doubt, therefore, not to taste,' 
not to touch, not to see, should be the vow of a man if ho is 
to win happiness. 33 Creatures that have hands, without 
doubt, become strong and earn wealth. Men are reduced by 
men to a state of sevitude/ 4 and are repeatedly afflicted (at 
the hands of their own species) with death, imprisonment 
and other tortures. Although such their condition yet ©veil 
they (without yielding to grief ) laugh and sport and indulge 
m merriment. 3 " Others again, though endued with might of 

arms, and possessed of knowledge and great energy of mind, 

ro ow censurable, sinful, and miserable professions. re They 
seek to change such professions for other pursuits (that are 
more dignified) but then they arc bound by their own acts 

(of a previous life) and by the force of Destiny .' 3 Thu vifo-i 
Ztofft* ” th ° GASndila ° rck ‘ r * * vx0r "Mw. t, 

birth^ k! mV ^, 1S . qUit ° COntentcd with thc order of his 
^ ol< i the illusion m this respect ! !s Beholding those 

amongs thy species that are destitute of arms, or struck 

, V6ry appy and Possessed of valuable a ;on ,ani- 
V amongst the members of thy own order. 33 If th , 

d^ease and all thy limbs remain perfect, thou art sure of 

hove the U 0 B 7 °* a -* 16 would not be- 

hove thee, 0 Brahmana, to cast off thy life even if ail y blame. 
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f # front thy dismiss 

oiur eel oa fact and capable offering^ j practise virtue, 
sum from caste, attached to thee ! Bfe* ** thy life ! 41 If, 
ti is not meet that thou shouldst throw ^ j aC0 credence on 
regenerate one, thou listen to me ^ reward of the 
niy words, thou wilt then obtain the hi£^ se t thyself to 
religion inculcated in the Vedas l 42 D° and observe 

^ edic studies, and duly maintain thy B^° re ^ f c0 mpare thyself 
tiiith^ and self-restraint, and charity, r0 tii)g themselves 
oasti ully with another. 43 They who, by 6 ^ for performing 
u0 stlld y °f the Vedas, become comp 6 ^ 0 * Jie€ d to indulge 
5>aciifices for themselves and others, have y y. 44! They that 
in any kind of regrets or fear any kind ° ^ a n auspicious 

aic born under an auspicious constellation * r best for per- 
lunation and at an auspicious hour, strR 6 ^ gating children, 
miming^ sacrifices, practising charity, and V 1 ^ ose acts, at last 
and desiring to pass their time cheerfully * !l 0 f|ier hand, that 

win very great happiness.* 46 They, on ^ 6 0 aS lunations, and 

aie born under evil constellations, inausp* ci ° j progeny and at 
at evil hours, become destitute of sacrifice life I had 

last fall into the Asura order.f 46 In mf r0ason s and had 
much useless learning. I always sought %° l j aS , 1 was desti- 
veiy little faith. I was a slanderer of th e ^ je voted to that 
kite of the (fourfold) objects of life, and tl p 011 0Cldar or 
science of argumentation which is ^ 0 n (plausible) 

tangible proofs.^ 47 I used to utter words of reasons (and 

reasons. Indeed, in assemblies, I always $¥° r 0 f the declara- 
never of faith). I used to speak irrever© 13 * ? j n domineering 
tions of the prut is and address Brahm# 17 ^ everything, and 
tones. 43 I was an unbeliever, sceptical ° Jhis status of 
though really ignorant, proud of my.learn* 1 *^ 


In the Bengal texts, 44 is made a triplet* mm. 

however, is to take 44 as a couplet and 45 » s 01 ^cted w.^s 
points out that lechantaste &c., is grammatically C °T.,$, aiul othel 

+ The auspicious constellations are such as , ycbjn f >V wam ma; 

inauspicious ones are Mills, Aclesha, MaghS, < ^ c " 
also mean the fruit , s of sacrifices.— T. 

I AnwihMkm may also mean ‘microscopic.’"'' 





regenerate one, of those sins of mine ; It even alter nund* 
reds of days and nights I that am a jackal can once again 
obtain the status of humanity, 50 I shall then pass my life in 
contentment, heelful of the true objects- of existence, and 
engaged In sacrifices and gifts, I shall then know what should 
be known, and avoid what should be avoided h 1 — Thus ad- 
dressed, the ascetic ELa<jyapa, rising up, said,- — 0, thou art 
certainly possessed of knowledge and great Intelligence 1 I 
am really surprised at all this I 52 — With eye whose vision was 
extended by knowledge, the Br&hmana then beheld that being 
who had addressed him to be Indra the chief of the gods and 
the lord of Oachi. 63 Ka^yapa then worshipped that god having 
the best of steeds for the animal that bore him. Receiving 
afterwards the god's permission, the Brahmana returned to 
his abode/ ” M 


Section CLXXXI 


“Yudhishthira said, — ‘Tell me, 0 grandsire, if gifts, sacri- 
fices, penances, and dutiful services rendered to preceptors, 
are productive of wisdom and high felicity/* 1 

“‘Bhishma said, — ‘If the mind becomes affected by desire, 
wrath, and other evil passions, it then runs towards sin. If 
one's acts are stained by sin, one is obliged to dwell in painful 
regions* 2 Sinful men take birth in indigent circumstances 
and repeatedly suffer the pangs of famine, woe, fear, and 
death. 3 Those that are virtuous in their acts, and possessed 
of faith, and that have their senses under control, become 
born as affluent men and repeatedly sport In festivities ami 
heaven and happiness. 4 Unbelivers, with their arms manacled, 


* The word dattam, generally rendered ‘gifts’ or ‘charity, 
and includes protection of suppliants, abstention from injury as 
all creatures, and actual gifts made outside the sacrificial altar 
larly, the maintenance of 'the sacred fire, penances, purity of 
the study of the Vedas, hospitality to guests, and offer of £oo< 
Vigwedevas, are all included in the word Iskta which is or 
rendered ‘sacrifice/— -T. 
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are sent to regions rendered inaecesible by carnivorous beasts 
and elephants and full of terrors in consequence of snakes 
and robbers. What more need be said' of them ? 5 They, on 
the other hand, who have reverence for gods and guests, who 
are liberal, who are fond of good and honest men, go, in 
consequence of their acts of charity, along that happy way 
which belongs to persons of cleansed souls . 0 They that have 
no reverence for virtue are as vile among men as seedless 
grains among corn or the gnat among birds/ That which Is 
ordained in consequence of the acts of a past life pursues the 
actor even if the latter strives his best for leaving it behind.* 
It sleeps when he sleeps and does whatever else he doesrp 
Like his shadow It rests when he rests, proceeds when he 
proceeds, and acts when he acts . 0 Whatever acts a man does 
lie has certainly to obtain the fruits thereof . 10 Death Is dragg- 
ing all creatures who are surely destined to fall (into orders of 
existence they deserve) and who are surely liable to enjoy or 
suffer that which has been ordained as the consequence of 
their acts . 11 The acts of a past life develop their consequences 
In their own proper time even as flowers and fruits, without 
extraneous efforts of any kind, never fail to appear when their 
proper time comes . 12 After the consequences, as ordained, 
of the acts of a past life, have been exhausted (by enjoyment 
or sufference), honor and disgrace, gain and loss, decay and 
growth, no longer flow or appear in respect of any one. 
This happens repeatedly .^ 13 A creature while still in the 
mother’s womb enjoys or suffers the happiness or the misery 
that has been ordained for him In consequence of his own 


* L e. 3 even if he seeks to avoid it. — T. 
t L e*, becomes his inseparable associate. — T. 

% What is meant is that if once the consequences of the acts of a past 
life are exhausted, the creature (with respect to whom such exhaustion 
takes place) is freed from all vicissitudes of life. Lest, however, such 
creatures become emancipated, the orthodox view is that a balance is 
always left of both merit and demerit, so that a new birth must take • 
place, and the consequences of what is thus left as a balance must begin 
to be enjoyed or suffered. This is not referred to here, this is the 
view of all orthodox Hindus. — T, 
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“Yudhishthira said,— ‘Whence has this 
jf mobile and immobile creatures, been cr 
it go to when destruction sets in ? Tell 
sire p Indeed, by whom has this umvei 
its firmament, its mountains, its cloud* 
and its wind, been created 1* How were 


* The first word of this verse is diversely res 
adopt is samunnctm, meaning drenched in water, li 

would mean united, with filth, of course. Another 

nam, meaning ‘drenched with sweat.’ Nil^kantha 
here as equivalent to the renunciation of ail 
Ordinarily, it means ‘fasts.’— T. 

+ This verse often occurs in the Canti Paroat 
understand in what sense it is said that the track < 
not be marked. Perhaps, it is intended that such 
any history or record behind them, they haling 
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* Mdnasa means ‘appertaining to the mind/ or, rather, the Will 
Ma hat 1 it oral 1 y mea n s' great,— T. 


"Whence this division into separate orders of existence? 
Whence are their purity and impurity, and the ordinances 
about virtue and vice? 2 Of what kind is the life of living 
creatures ? Where also do they go who die ? Tell us every- 
thing about this and the other world l’ 1 

“Bhishma said, — T n this connection is cited the old narra- 
tive of the sacred words that Bhrigu said in reply to the 
questions of Bharadwaja. 5 Beholding the great Mshi Bhrigu 
blazing with energy and splendour, seated on the Kailasa 
summit, Bharadwaja addressed him in the following words: 6 — 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said, — By whom was this world with its 
ocean, its firmament, its mountains, its clouds, its lands, its fire, 
and its wind, created ? 7 How were all creatures first created? 
Whence this distinction of castes ? Whence the purity arid 
the impurity (of behaviour), and whence the ordinances about 
virtue and vice, for living creatures ? s Of what kind is the 
life of living creatures ? Where do they go who die ? It be- 
hovefch thee to tell me everything about this and the other 
world 1® — -Thus addressed about his doubts by Bharadwaja, 
the illustrious and regenerate Rishi Bhrigu who resembled 
Brahma itself, replied unto him, saying these words: 10 — 

“ ‘Bhrigu said, — There is a Primeval Being, known to the 
great liishis , of the name of Mdnasa . He is without begin- 
ning and without end. That Divine Being is incapable of 
being penetrated by weapons. He is without decay and is 
Immortal. 11 He is said to be Tin manifest. He is Eternal, 
Undecaying, and Unchangeable. Through Him are creatures 
born and through Him they die. 12 He first created a Divine 
Being known by the name of MahaL mz Mahat created 
Consciousness. That Divine Being created Space. That 
puissant Being is the holder of all created objects. 14 From 
Space was born Water, and from Water were born Fire and 
Wind. Through the union of Fire and Wind was born the 
Earth. 15 Self-born Mdnasa then created a divine Lotus 
pregnant with Energy. From that Lotus sprang Brahman, 
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that Ocean of Veda / 16 The gnitis say that as soon as burn,, 
that divine Being uttered the words—/ am He /—For this 
He came to be called by the name of Consciousness* He has 
all created things for his body and He is their Creator/"" 
These five elements that we see are that Brahman of great 
energy . 17 The Mountains are his bones. The Earth is his 
fat and flesh. The Oceans are his blood. Space is his stomach, 1 * 
■The Wind is his breath. Fire is his energy. The rivers arc 
his arteries and veins. Agni and Soma, otherwise called the 
Sun and the Moon, are called his eyes . 10 The firmament 
above is his head. The Earth is his two feet. The cardinal 
and subsidiary points of the horizon are his arms. Without 
doubt, He is incapable of being known and His Soul is in- 
conceivable by even persons crowned with ascetic success/ 1 
That Divine Being, who pervades the whole universe, is also 
known by the name of Ananta (Infinite). He lives in Con- 
sciousness, and is incapable of being known by persons of 
uncleansed souls . 21 Asked by thee I have now told thee of 
Him who created Consciousness for evoking into existence all 
created objects, and from whom this universe has sprung !—* 2 
“ ‘Bharadwaja said, — What is the extent of the firmament, 
of the points of the horizon, of the surface of this Earth, and 
of the Wind ? By telling me the truth, solve my doubts !~ 2r * 

“ ‘Bhrigu said,' — The sky thou seest above is Infinite. It 
is the abode of persons crowned with ascetic success and 
of divine beings. It is delightful, and consists of various re- 
gions. Its limits cannot be ascertained . 24 The Sun and the 
Moon cannot see, above or below, beyond the range of their 
own rays, There where the rays of the Sun and the Moon 
cannot reach are luminaries^ which are self-effulgent and 


* Veda is here used in the sense of Knowledge and Power. T. 

t Sarmbhutcitmah'it is explained by Nilakantha thus. He who is 
Sarvabhutatman is again bhutakriL On the authority of the Crutu the 
commentator adds,— y a c-te pancha akacadayodhatavo-dharana-karmfuiah 
sa eva Brahma.— T. 

t The wonl DeMh here is evidently used in the sense of luminous 
or shining ones and not in that of gods or deities,— T, 
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which possess splendour like that of the Sun or the fire. 2S 
Know this, 0 giver of honors, that possessed of far-famed splen- 
dour, even these last do not behold the limits of the firma- 
ment in consequence of the inaccessibility and infinity of those 
limits * 20 This Space which the very .gods cannot measure is 
full of many blazing and self-luminous worlds each above the 
other , 27 Beyond the limits of land are oceans of water. Beyond 
water is darkness. Beyond darkness is water again, and beyond 
the last is fire . 28 Downwards, beyond the nether regions, is 
water. Beyond water is the region belonging to the great 
snakes. Beyond that is sky once more, and beyond the sky 
is water again , 29 Even thus there is water and sky alternate- 
ly without end. Even such are the limits of the Divinity re- 
presented by water. The very gods are unable to ascertain 
the limits of fire and wind and water/ 0 The nature of fire, 
wind, water, and land, is like that of space. They are dis- 
tinguished through want of true Knowledge. 21 Sages read 
in diverse scriptures the limits that have been declared of 
the three worlds and the ocean. 22 Who is there, however, 
that would set limits to what cannot be grasped by vision 
and what is inaccessible (in all its parts) ? 33 If even it 
becomes possible to ascertain the limits of the firmament 
■which is the track of the gods and beings crowned with 
ascetic success, it can never be possible to set limits' to that 
which is limitless and known by the name of the Infinite, 
to that which corresponds with the name by which it is 
known, viz., what has been called the high-souled Mdnasa V A 
When again His form is sometimes contracted and sometimes 
expanded, how can any one else except one that is equal 
to Him, be able to comprehend His limits ? ss From the 
Lotus (of which I have already spoken) was first created 
the Omniscient lord Brahman, endued with form, of essence 
comprised of Righteousness, and the Creator of all mobile 
and immobile things. — SG 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said, — If Brahman sprang from the Lotus, 
then it is the Lotus that should be regarded as the First-born 
and not Brahman. Why, however, is Brahman said to be 
the first ? Do thou rgtoove this doubt of mine !’— r®!* 
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« ‘Bhriga said,— The Earth it is that is called that L<>tm<. 
It was created for giving a seat unto that form of 3-Ionasa 
which became Brahman.' 8 Reaching up to heaven. itself.. 
Sumeru became the pericarp of that Lotus. Remaining " u ‘* 
in it, the puissant Lord of the Universe created a., the 

worlds.—’ ” ;a 


Section CLXXXIIT. 

« ! Bharadwaji said,— Tell me, 0 best of Brahroanas, Imvv 
the puissant Brahman, residing within Meru, created these 
diverse lands of objects ! 1 

“ ‘Blxrigu said,— The great Manasa <i«. his form uf Hrah- 
man) created the diverse kinds of objects by fiat oi W id. For 
the protection then of ail creatures, he first created water/ 

Water is the life of life of all creatures, and it is water which 

aids their growth. If there be no water, all creatures would 

perish. The whale univere is pervaded by water. 5 Earth, ^ 

mountains, clouds, and all things which have form, should 

all be known as transformations of water. They have all 

Tbeen produced by the solidification of that element. — 4 

« dBharadwaja said —How did water spring ? How Fire 
and Wind ? How also was the Earth created ? I have great 
doubts on these points ! — * 

“ ‘Bhrigu said, — 0 regenerate one, in very ancient times 
called the Brahma-kalpa , high-souled Mshis of the rogene- • 

rate order, when they assembled together, felt this very 
doubt about, the creation of the universe.® Restraining speech, 
they remained immovable, engaged in (ascetic) contemplation. * * 

Having given up ail food, they subsisted upon air alone, and 
remained thus for a thousand celestial years. 7 At the end of 
that period, certain words as sacred as those of the Vedas 
simultaneously reached the ears of all. Indeed, this celestial 
voice was heard in the firmament to say : R * — Formerly there 
was only infinite Space, perfectly motionless and immovable. 

Without sun, moon, stars, and wind, it seemed to be asleep.® 

Then water sprang into existence like something darker 
within darkness. Then from the pressure of water arose / H 
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wind . 10 As an empty vessel without a hole 'appears at first 
to be without any sound, but when filled with water, air 
appears and makes a great noise , 11 even so when infinite Space 
was filled with water, the wind arose with a great noise, 
penetrating through the water .* ** 2 That wind, thus generated 
by the pressure of the ocean of water, still moveth. Coming 
into ( unobstructed ) Space, its motion is never stopped . 13 
Then in consequence of the friction of wind and water, fire 
possessed of great might and blazing energy, sprang into exis- 
tence, with flames directed upwards. That fire dispelled the 
darkness that had covered Space . 14 Assisted by the wind, 
fire drew Space and Water together. Indeed, combining with 
the wind, lire became solidified . 15 While falling from the sky, 
the liquid portion of fire solidified again and became what is 
known as the Earth . 10 The Earth or land, in which every- 
thing is born, is the origin of all kinds of taste, of all kinds of 
scent, of all kinds of liquids, and of all kinds of animals.—’ ” <T 


Section CLXXXIV. 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said,— When the high-sou led Brahman has 
created thousands of creatures, why is it that only these five 
elements which he created first, which pervade all the universe 
and which are great creatures, have come to have the name 
of creatures applied to them exclusively ?f — 

‘Bhrigu said.— All things that belong to the category of 
the Infihite or the Yast receive the appellation of Great It 
is for this reason that these five elements have come to be 
called Great creatures , 3 Activity is wind. The sound that is 
heard is space. The heat that is within it is fire. The liquid 
juices occuring in it are water. The solidified matter, viz., 
flesh and bones, are Earth. The bodies (of living creatures) 
are thus made of the five (primeval) elements . 4 All mobile 

* The Ruhis supposed that the pouring of water created the air 
instead only of displacing it.— T. 

f All created things are called Rhutas, but the five principal ele- 
ments eh., fire, air, earth, water, and space, are especially called Bhatas 
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and immobile objects are made of these five elements, The five 
senses also of living creatures partake of the five elements 
The ear partakes of the properties of space. The nose ot 
earth; the tongue of water ; touch of wind ; and the ojes of, 
light (or fire ), — 6 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said, — If all mobile and immobile objects bo 
composed of these five elements, why is it that in all immobile 
objects those elements are not visible i R Trees do not up pc u* 
to have any heat. They do not seem to have any motion, 
They are again made up of dense particles. The five elements 
are not noticeable in them . 7 Trees do not hear ; they do not 
sec; they are not capable of the perceptions of scenr or 
taste. They have not also the perception of touch. How 
then can they be regarded as composed of the five (primal) 
elements ? 8 It seems to me that in consequence of the ab- 
sence of any liquid material in them, of any heat, of any 
earth, of any wind, and of any empty space, trees cannot be 
regarded as compounds of the five (primal) elements. — ‘ 

“ ‘Bhrigu said, — Without doubt, though possessed of 
density, trees have space within them. The putting forth 
of flowers and fruits is always taking place in them , 11 They 
have heat within them in consequence of which leaf, bark, 
fruit, and flower, are seen to droop. They sicken and dry 
up. That shows they have perception of touch . 11 Through 
sound of wind and fire and thunder, their fruits and flowers 
drop down. Sound is perceived through the ear. Trees have, 
therefore, ears and do hear , 13 A creeper winds round a tree 
and goes about all its sides. A blind thing cannot find its 
way. For this reason it is evident that trees have vision . 13 
Then again trees recover vigor and put forth flowers in conse- 
quence of odors good and bad, of the sacred perfume of diverse 
kinds of dhupas . It is plain that trees have scent /' 14 They 
drink water by their roots. They catch diseases of diverse 
kinds. Those diseases again are cured by different opera- 
tions. From this it is evident that trees have perception of 

. * Tiiis is certainly curious as showing that the ancient Hindus knew 
how to treat diseased plants and restore them to vigor,— T, 
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taste/* As one can suck up water through a bent lotus-stalk, 
trees also, with the aid of the wind, drink through their 
roots. 1 ® They are susceptible of pleasure and pain, and grow 
when cut or lopped off. From these circumstances I see that 
frees have life. They are not inanimate . 17 Fire and wind 
cause the water thus sucked up to be digested. According* 
again, to the quantity of the water taken up, the tree ad- 
vances in growth and becomes humid . 18 In the bodies of all 
mobile things the five elements occur. In each the proportions 
are different. It is in consequence of these five elements that 
mobile objects can move their bodies . 19 Skin, flesh, bones, 
marrow, and arteries and veins, that exist together in the 
body are made of earth . 20 Energy, wrath, eyes, internal heat, 
and that other heat which digests the food that is taken, these 
five, constitute the fire that occurs in all embodied crea- 
tures .* 21 The ears, nostrils, mouth, heart, and stomach, 
these five, constitute the element of space that occurs in the 
bodies of living creatures . 22 Phlegm, bile, sweat, fat, blood, 
are the five kinds of water that occur in mobile bodies . 23 
Through the breath called Prana a living creature is enabled 
to move. Through that called Vydnct, they put forth strength 
for action. That called Apdna moves downward. That called 
Smmdna resides within the heart . 24 Through that called 
Uddna one eructates and is enabled to speak in conse- 
quence of its piercing through (the lungs, the throat, and 
the mouth). These are the five kinds of wind that cause an 
embodied creature to live and move . 25 The properties of 
scent an embodied creature knows through the earth-element 
in him. From the water-element he perceives taste. From 
the fire-element represented by the eyes, he. perceives forms, 
and from the wind-element he obtains the perception of 
touch . 20 Scent, touch, taste, vision, and sound, are regarded 
as the (general) properties of every mobile and immobile object. 
I shall first speak of the several kinds of scent . 27 They are 
agreeable, disagreeable, sweet, pungent, far-going, varied, dry, 

* K. P. Singha wrongly readers this verse. The Bard wan trans- 
lator is right. — T. 
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indifferent . 23 Of these nine kinds is scent which is founded 
upon the ear th- element. Light is seen by the eyes, anci touch 
through the wind-element . 29 Sound, touch, vision and taste 
are the properties of water, I shall speak (in detail) now .of 
the perception of taste. Listen to me . s0 High-souled Rishis 
have spoken of diverse kinds of taste. They are sweet, saltish., 
bitter, astringent, sour, and pungent . 31 These are the six kinds 
of taste appertaining to the water-element . 32 Light contri- 
butes to the vision of form. Form is of diverse kinds. Short, 
tali, thick, four-cornered, round , 33 white, black, red, blue, 
yellow, reddish, hard, bright, smooth, oily, soft, and terrible . 3 
These are the sixteen different kinds of form which constitutes 
the property of light or vision. The property of the wind- 
element is touch. Touch is of various kinds : 35 warm, cold, 
agreeable, disagreeable, indifferent, burning, mild, soft, light, 
and heavy . 29 Both sound and touch are the two properties of 
the wind-element. These are the eleven properties that ap- 
pertain to the wind . 37 Space has only one property. It is 
called sound. I shall now tell thee the different kinds of 
sound . 33 They are the seven original notes called Sliadaja , 
Rishabha , Gandhara, Maddhyama, Dhaivuta , Panckama , 
and NishadaP These are the seven kinds of the property 
that appertains to space. Sound inheres like the Supreme 
Being in all space though attached especially to drums and 
other instruments , 40 Whatever sound is heard from drums 
small and large, and conchs, and clouds, and cars, and ani- 
mate and inanimate creatures, are all included in these seven 
kinds of sound already enumerated . 41 Thus sound, which is 
the property of space, is of various kinds. The learned have 
said sound to be born of space. When raised by the different 
kinds of touch, which is the property of the wind, it may be 
heard. It cannot, however, be heard, when the different 
kinds of touch are inceptive. The elements, mingling with 
their counter-parts in the body, increase and grow . 42 * 43 Water, 
fire, wind, are always awake in the bodies of living creatures. 
They are the roots of the body. Pervading the five life- 
breaths (already mentioned) they reside in the body. — * J?44 
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“ ‘Bharadwaja said,— How does bodily fire or heat, enter- 
ing the body, reside there ? How also does the wind, obtain- 
ing space for itself, cause the body to move and exert ? — 1 
“Bhrigu said,— I shall, 0 regenerate one, speak to thee 
of the course in which the wind moves, and how, O sinless 
one, that mighty element causes the bodies of living creatures 
to move and exert l 2 Heat resides within the head (brain) 
and protects the body (from perishing). The wind or breath 
called Prana , residing within the head and the heat that is 
there, cause all kinds of exertion. 3 That Prana is the living 
creature, the universal soul, the eternal Being, and the Mind, 
Intellect, and Consciousness of all living creatures, as also all 
the objects of the senses.* 4 Thus the living creature is, in 
every respect, caused by Prana to move about and exert. 
Then in consequence of the other breath called Samana , every 
one of the senses is made to act as it does. 6 The breath called 
Apina, having recourse to the heat that is in the urethra and 
the abdomenal intestines, moves, engaged in carrying out urine 
and faeces. 0 That single breath which operates in these three, 
is called Udana by those that are conversant with science. 7 
That breath which operates, residing in all the joints of men’s 
bodies, is called Vydna . 8 There is heat in the bodies of 
living creatures which is circulated all over the system by the 
breath Samana . Residing thus in the body, that breath 
operates upon the different kinds of watery and other ele- 
mentary substances and all bad humours. 9 That heat, resid- 
ing between Apxna and Prana , in the region of the navel, 
operates, with the aid of those two breaths, in digesting all 
food that is taken by a living creature. 10 There is a duct 
beginning from the mouth down to the anal canal. Its 
extremity is called the anus. From this main duct numerous 
subsidiary ones branch out in the bodies of all living crea- 


* Both the Bengal and the Bombay texts read bhutani* The correct 
reading, however, appears to be hkutfmam*— T, 
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r c^tience of the nisi* of the several breaths 
tuies/' : n c0 _ _ these ducts.) a those breaths mmgle 

f am !? ab T he heat (that dwells i» F ,mia) is called t’sfc- 
..■u£c<oei. ^ . j. that causes digestion in all creatures: 

m<m ' v ,! The breath called PrS.no, the bearer 

possessed o °° descends (from the head) downwards to 
of a current 01 > canal and thence is sent upwards 

the extrenn J baek to its seat in the head, it once 

once more. _ Reheat it bears, 1 s Below the navel is the 
more sends o\ ^ Above it i s that for the food which 

region of digest^^ aYeailthe ofUfe that 8U8tain 

is taken. ^ 11 by t he ten kinds of breaths having Prana 
for2«**l>« tocts (a ’ ie! “ 1 l' “entimed). tonoUng 

Juioes that foot > >' lelds ’ T 

ho , 1 and in transverse direction s/f- 15 The mam 

duct "leading from mouth to the aBUS is the P ath by whieh 

Yoains vanquishers of fatigue, of perfect equanimity in joy 
" ’ an q possessed of great patience, succeed in attam- 

im lo Brahma by holding the soul within the brain.** 6 Even 
thus is heat planted in the breaths called Prana and Apana 

J V !L„ a r!f all embodied creatures. That heat is always 
and others, oi , , ,, n 

burning there like a fire placed m any (visible) vessel.— 







* The word rendered duct is CrotCis, xt may also be rendered ‘chan- 
rel * Very likely the principal artery 0 r aorta is meant.— T. 

^ f Notwithstanding much that is crude anatomy and crude physiology 

, .. __ ;* is evident, however that cei'tain glimpses of truth 

in these sections, _ . 5 , 

ceived by the Ri$fa$ anc *ent times. Verse 15 shows that 

tliTgrSLcovevy of Harvey in modern times was known in ancient 

B t In works on y°9 a ^ that the main duct should be 

brought under the control of the will. The soul may then, by an act 

of volition, be withdrawn from the whole physical system into the con* 

volutions of the brain in the head. The brain, in the language of 

, * . is a lotus of a thousand leaves. If the soul be withdrawn into 

3/oym , will then be liberated from the necessity of 

it, the living wv _ , . . 

t od and sleep, &c., and Wiii UYe on trom a S® to a S e > absorbed in con- 
templatioii of divi^y P erfect beatitude, -T, 
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Section CLXXXVL 

Bharadwaja said, — If it is the 'wind that keeps us alive, 
it it is the wind that causes us to move and exert, if it is 
the wind that causes us to breathe and to speak, then it seems 
that life is worth little . 1 If the animal heat (that digests 
all food) be of the nature of fire, and if it is that fire which 
assists at digestion by dissolving the food we take, then life 
is worth little . 2 When an animal dies, that which is called 
its life is never seen leaving it. Only the breath leaves it, 
and the internal heat becomes extinguished . 3 If life were 
nothing else than wind, or if life depended only on the wind, 
then it could have been seen like the external sea of air, 
and when passing out it would have mingled with that air , 4 
It life depended upon air, and if it ended with the escape of 
that air from the body, it would then mingle with another 
portion of air (that exists externally) like a portion of water 
escaping into the great ocean and thereby only changing the 
place of its residence . 5 If a quantity of water be thrown 
into a well, or if the flame of a lamp be thrown into a blaz- 
ing fire, either of them, entering a homogeneous element, 
loses its independent or separate existence. If life were air, 
it also, when the animal died, would mingle with the great 
ocean of air outside . 5 How can we say that there Is life in 
this animal body which is made up of the five (primal) 
elements? If one of those elements disappear, the union of 
the other four becomes dissolved . 7 The element of water 
drieth up if food be not taken. The element of air dis- 
appears if the breath be restrained. The element of space 
disappears if the excretions cease. So also the element qf 
ire becomes extinguished if food does not go in . 8 The ele- 
ment of earth breaks into pieces in consequence of disease, 
wounds, and other sufferings. If only one of the five be- 
comes afflicted, the union, being dissolved, the five go away 
into five different directions . 9 When the body which is a 
union of the five elements, becomes separated into five in- 
gredients, whither cloth life go? ' What doth it then know.? 
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What doth it then hear ? What_jh i *h^*£j.' 
cow (that is given ‘ . „ 
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cow (that ■ B^ijmana), it i-‘ «iij. ViU 

the other world. The animal, however, that i< 
'"given away, itself dies. Whom then will tins cow re scue F 
The taker of the cow (in gilt) and the gnei aic xu a 04 md 

(in being both subject, to death). Both ot them meet with 
extinction in this world. How then will they meet again F 
How will the person that has been eaten up by nrds, or that 
has been broken into pieces by a fall from a mountain Summit, 
or that has been consumed by fire, regain hie l “ I he root of 
a tree that has been cut down does not grow up again . Only 
the seeds put forth sprouts. Where is the person who having 
died conies back (to some sort of new existence) ?** Only 
seeds were originally created. All this universe is the result 
of seeds in succession. They that die, die to perish. Seeds 
result from seeds, — 5 ” in 


Section CLXXXVIL 

u ‘Bkrigu said, — There is no destruction of the living 
creature, or of what is given, or of our other acts. The 
creature that dies only goes into another form. The body 
alone dissolves away . 1 The living creature, though depend- 
ing upon the body, does not meet with destruction when the 
body is destroyed. It is not seen after the destruction of 
the physical frame just as fire is not seen after the consump- 
tion of the fuel with which it was ignited .— 2 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said, — If there is no destruction of the 
living creature like that of fire, I submit, fire itself not 
seen after consumption of the fuel (that ignited it)/* -\yhen 
the supply of fuel is stopped, the fire becomes extinguished 
and, as far as I know, becomes annihilated. That should 
surely be regarded to have met with destruction which has 
no longer any action, which furnishes no proof of its exist- 
ence, and which no longer occupies any space ! — 

“ ‘Bhrigu said,— It is true that upon the consumption of 
fuel fire is no longer seen. It mingles with space because 
there is no longer any visible object in which to .inhere and 
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heace it becomes incapable of perception by us." Similarly, 
upon leaving the body, the creature lives in space, and can 
not be seen in consequence of its extreme subtility as is 
doubtless the case with fire. 4 ' It is fare or heat that sustains 
the breaths called Prana and the others. Know that that 
heat (thus existing) is called life or the living agent. That 
heat which is the sustainer of the breaths, becomes extin- 
guished in consequence of the suppression of breath. 7 Upon 
that heat in the physical frame being extinguished, the frame 
itself loses animation. Falling down, it is transformed into 
earth, for that is its ultimate destination. 8 The breath that 
is in all mobile and immobile objects mingles with space, 
and the heat that is in them follows that breath. 8 These 
three {viz., space, air, and fire) mingle together. The other 
two, (vis., water and earth), exist together in the form of 
earth. 10 There is wind where space is, and there is fire where 
wind is. They are formless, it should be known, and become 
endued with form only in respect of embodied creatures.— 11 
“ ‘Bharadwaja said, — If in the physical frames of all living 
creatures there are heat and wind and earth and space and 
water, what then are the indications of the living agent ? 
Tell me these, 0 sinless one ! 12 I desire to know the nature 
of the life that is in the bodies of living beings, — bodies 
made up of the five primal elements, engaged in the five 
acts, endued with the five senses and possessed of anima- 
tion. 13 Upon the dissolution of the body which is a union 
of flesh and blood, and a mass of fat and sinews and bones, 
that which is the living agent cannot be seen. 14 If this body, 
composed of the five elements, be destitute of what is called 
life, who or what then is that which feels misery upon the 
appearance of either bodily or mental pain ? lB The living 
agent hears what is said, with the aid of the ears. It, how- 
ever, happens again, O great Rishi, that the same agent 
hears not when the Mind is otherwise engaged. It seems, 
therefore, that that which is called the living agent serves no 
purpose. 16 The whole scene that the living agent sees with 
eyes acting in concert with the mind, the eye beholds not, 
even when lying before it, if the mind be otherwise engaged, 1 ! 
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Then ngm». «» » * nor sp ents, non expcri , 

neither see, nor smel s no k“»y ” \ vho „ „ w _ 
ces the perceptions of touch and tart . 

is that which feels joy, becomes angry, g l s - - t0Vi 
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i„d erperiences tribulation ! What it that 'vhielr ivi s he,. 

thinks, feels aversion, and ut ^ ei ° '*_ 01 g . , 

“ ‘Bhrign said,— The mind also is made of the fi c eW ment8 

in common with the body. For this reason it is o no conse- 
quence with respect to the acts mentioned bj hee. Only 
the one internal Soul sustaineth thebody. It i Ue that 
perceives smell and taste and sound and ton and form 
and other properties (that exist in external natuie).- That 
Soul, pervading all the limbs, is the witness (° the acts) of 
the mind endued with live attributes and residing with Ul the 
body composed of the five elements. I is » who feels 
pleasure and pain, and when separated from him the Body no 
longer experiences them . 21 When there is no longer any 
perception of form or of touch, when there is no heat i n the 
fire that resides within the body, m ee _ ’ animal 

heat becomes extinguished, -the body, m consequence of its 
abandonment by the Soul, meets wlt ^^ stl ’ UCt J on * 22 This 
whole universe is composed of water. Wat the form of 
all embodied creatures. In that water is the Soul which is 
displayed in the mind. That Soul is the Creator Brahman 
who exists in all things . 23 When the Soul becomes endued 
with vulgar attributes, it comes to be called Kshetrajna. 
When freed from those attributes, it comes to he callea 
Paramitman ox Supreme Soul . 54 Know that Soul. He 
is inspired with universal benevolence. He resides in the 
body like a drop of water in a lotus.-" Know well that 
which is called Kshetrajna and which has universal bene- 
volence. Darkness, Passion, and Goodness are the three 
attributes of the living agent . 25 The learned say that the 
Soul has Consciousness and exists with the attributes 0 f life. 
The Soul exerts and causes everything to exert, persons 
that have a knowledge of the Soul say that the Soul 

Rnweme Soul that ha« 
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different from life. It is the Supreme Soul that^ nas created 
the seven worlds and sets them agoing/* -^ere is destine- 
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tion of flie living agent when the dissolution of the body 
takes place. Men destitute of intelligence say that it dies* 
That is certainly untrue. All that the living agent does is to 
go from one unto another body. That which is called death is 
only the dissolution of the body . 28 It is thus that the Soul, 
wrapped in diverse forms, migrates from form to form, unseen 
and unnoticed by others. Persons possessed of true Know- 
ledge behold the Soul by their keen and subtile intelli- 
gence .-' 9 The man of wisdom, living on frugal fare, and 
with heart cleansed of all sins, devoting himself to yogct* 
meditation, succeeds every night, before sleep and after sleep, 
in beholding his Soul by the aid of his Soul.* 8 ® In conse- 
quence of a contented heart, and by abandoning all acts 
good and bad, one can obtain infinite happiness by depending 
upon one’s own Soul . 81 The king, of fiery effulgence, residing 
within the mind is called the living agent. It is from that 
Lord of everything that this creation has sprung. Even this 
is the conclusion to be arrived at in the enquiry into the 
origin of creatures and the soul . — ■ 7,52 


Section CLXXXVIII. 

“ ‘Bhrigu said,— -Brahman first created a few Brahmanas 
who came to be called Prajffpatis (lords of creation). Pos- 
sessed of splendour equal to that of the fire or the Sun, 
they were created out of the energy of that First-born Being . 1 
The puissant Lord then created Truth, Duty, Penance, the 
eternal Vedas, all kinds of pious acts, and Purity, for enabling 
creatures to attain to heaven (by practising them ). 2 After 
this, the Deities and the Danavas, the Gandharvas, the 
Daityas, the Asuras, the great-snakes, the Yakshas, the 
Rakshasas, the Serpents, the Pi§achas, and human beings 1 


* It is often said that in an advanced stage of yoga,) one is enabled 
to behold one’s Soul, or, a sort of double existence is realised in conse- 
quence of which the Soul becomes an object of internal survey to the 
Soul itself. Very probably, writers on yoga employ this language in a 
figurative sense. — T; : ; v 
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with their four divisions, vis., Brfihnianas, Kshatrly&s, Yai- 
9 yas, and Oudras, O best of regenerate ones* and all the 
other orders of creatures that exist, were created * 4 The com- 
plexion the Brahman as obtained was white ; that which the 
Kshatriyas obtained was rod ; that which the V ai^yas got was 
yellow ; and that which was given to the Cudras was black,* 5 — 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said,— If the distinction between the four 
orders (of human beings) be made by means only of color 
(attribute), then it seems that all the four orders have been 
mingled together. 0 Lust, wrath, fear, cupidity, grief, anxiety 
hunger, toil, possess and prevail over all men. How can men 
be distinguished by the possession of attributes V The bodies 
of all men emit sweat, urine, feces, phlegm, bile, and blood* 
How then can men be distributed into classes ? 8 Of mobile 
objects the number is infinite ; the species also of immobile 
objects is innumerable. How then can objects of such very 
great diversity be distributed into classes ? — 9 

“ ‘Bhrigu said, — There is really no distinction between the 
different orders. The whole world at first consisted of Brah' 
man as. Created (equal) by Brahman, men have, in conse- 
quence of their acts, become distributed into different orders.*? 
They that became fond of indulging desires and enjoying 
pleasures, possessed of the attributes of severity and wrath, 
endued with courage, and unmindful of the duties of piety 
and worship, —those Brahman as possessing the attribute of 
Passion, — became Kshatriyas. 11 Those Brahmanas again who, 
without attending to the duties laid down for them, became 
possessed of both the attributes of Goodness and Passion, 
and took to the professions of cattle-rearing and agriculture, 
became Vaujyas. 1 - 8 Those Brahmanas again. that became fond of 
.untruth and injuring other creatures, possessed of cupidity,— 


* The commentator explains that the words expressive of hue or 
color really mean attributes. What is intended to be said is that the 
Brahmanas had the attribute of Goodness (Satwa) ; the second order 
had the attribute of Passion (Rajas ) ; the third got a mixture of the 
two, i. e., both goodness and passion (Satwa and Rajas) ; while the 
lowest order got the remaining attribute, vU* 3 Darkness (farms)* — T. 
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£< ‘Bharaclwaja said,— By what acts does one become a 
Brahmq.na ? By what, a Kshatriya ? O best of regenerate 
ones, by what acts again does one become a Vak;ya* or a 
Cudra ? Tell me this, O foremost of speakers ! — - 1 
^ “ ‘Bhrigu said,— That person is called a Brahman a who 

lias been sanctified by such rites as those called jdta and 
others ; who is pure in behaviour ; who is engaged in study- 
ing the Vedas ; who is devoted to the six well-known acts 
(of ablutions every morning and evening, silent recitation of 
mantras, pouring libations on the sacrificial fire, worship- 
ping the deities, doing the duties of hospitality to guests, and 
offering food to the Vigweclevas ;) 2 who is properly observant 
of all pious acts; who never takes food without having offer- 
ed it duly to gods and guests ; who is filled with reverence 
for his preceptor ; and who is always devoted to vows and 
truth , 5 He is called a Brahroana in whom are truth, gifts, 
abstention from injury to others, compassion, shame, bene- 
volence* and penance . 4 He who is engaged in the profession 
of battle, who studies the Vedas, who makes gifts (to Brah- 
manas) and takes wealth (from those he protects), is called a 
Kshatriya . 6 He who earns fame from keep of cattle, who is 
employed in agriculture and the means of acquiring wealth, 
who is pure in behaviour and attends to the study of the 
Vedas, is called a Vaigya.f 0 He who takes a pleasure in 
eating every kind of food, who is engaged in doing every 
kind of work, who is impure in behaviour, who does not 
study the Vedas, and whose conduct is unclean, is said to be a 
Cudra . 7 If these characteristics be observable in a Cudra, and 

* The word GhrinU may also mean aversion. Of course, here it 
would mean, if used in that sense, aversion for all unrighteous acts. — T« 

+ The first half of the first line of 6 is differently read in the Bom- 
bay edition. Both readings are noticed by Nilakantha. I have adhered 
to the Bengal reading, though the Bombay reading is clearer in sense* 
Vicati is a transitive verb having prat is t ha or some such noun for its 
object, The literal meaning is ‘He who acquires fame T* ' 
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if they be not found in a Brahmana, then such a Cudra is 110 
Cudra, and such a Brahmana is no Brahmana * 8 By every 
means should cupidity and wrath be restrained. This, as also 
self-restraint, are the highest results of Knowledge . 9 Those 
two passions (viz., cupidity and wrath), should, with one's 
whole heart, be resisted. They make their appearance for des- 
troying one's highest good . 10 One should always protect one’s 
prosperity from' one’s wrath, one’s penances from pride ; one’s 
knowledge from honor and disgrace ; and one’s soul from 
error . 11 That intelligent person, 0 regenerate one, who does 
all acts without desire of fruit, whose whole wealth exists 
for charity, and who performs the daily llama, is a real 
Ronounce-r.* One should conduct oneself as a friend to all 
creatures, abstaining from all acts of injury . 12 Rejecting the 
acceptance of all gifts, one should, by the aid of one’s own 
intelligence, be a complete master of one’s passions. One 
should live in one’s soul where there can be no grief. One 
would then have no fear here and attain to a fearless region 
hereafter . 13 One should live always devoted to penances, 
and with all passions completely restrained ; observing the 
vow of taciturnity, and with soul concentrated on itself; 
desirous of conquering the unconquered senses, and unattach- 
ed in the midst of attachments . 14 All things that can be 
perceived by the senses are called Manifest, All, however, 
that is Unmanifest, that is beyond the ken of the senses, 
that can be ascertained only by the subfile senses, should be 
sought to be known.f 16 If there be no faith, one will never 

* Here the speaker describes the character of Karma-sannydsa (re- 
nunciation of acts). Samarambha generally means all kinds of acts. 
Here, however, only sacrifices and other scriptural rites are intended. 
I follow Nilakantha in rendering the second line, although the plain 
meaning would seem to be “who ponreth everything in gift,” — T. 

t The gross world is perceivable by the ordinary senses. Behind 
the gross world is a subtile one which the subtile senses, i. e., the 
senses when sharpened by yoga, can perceive. With death, the gross 
body alone is dissolved. The subtile body or form, called the Linga 
mrira, and made up of what is called the Tanmdtnl of the primal 
elements, remains. Even that retains all the characteristics of the 
. ■■ ~ 
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succeed In attaining to that subtile sense, ihere'ur 
should hold oneself in faith. The mind should be i 
with Prana, and Prana should then be held within Bra 


, one 
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By dissociating oneself from all attachments, one. may ohtan 
absorption into Brahma, There is no need oi attending i- 
any other thing. A Brahma 11a can easily attain to hrahrm- 
by the path of Renunciation. “ The indications of a Lrah 
mana are purity, good behaviour, and compassion unto ai 
creatures. — ’ ” 1S 


Section CLX.C. 

“ ‘Rhrigu said, — Truth is Brahma-, Truth is Penance; it 
is Truth that creates all creatures. It is by Truth that the 
whole universe is upheld ; and it is with the aid of Truth 
that one goes to heaven . 1 Untruth is only another form of 
Darkness. It is Darkness that leads downwards. Those who 
are afflicted by Darkness and covered by it tail to behold the 
lighted regions of heaven . 2 It has been said that Heaven is 
bight and that Hell is Darkness. The creatures that dwell 
in the universe may obtain both heaven and hell . 8 In this 
world also, truth and untruth lead to opposite courses of 
conduct and opposite indications, such as Righteousness and 
Unrighteousness, light and darkness, pleasure and pain . 4 
Amongst these, that which is Truth is Righteousness; that 
which is Righteousness is Light ; and that which is Light is 
Happiness. Similarly, that, which is Untruth is Unrighteous- 
ness; that which is Unrighteousness is Darkness; and that 
which is Darkness is Sorrow or Misery . 5 In this respect it is 
said that they that are possessed of wisdom, beholding that 
the world of life is overwhelmed with sorrow both bodily 
and mental, and with happiness that is sure to end in misery, 
never suffer themselves to he stupified . 5 Ho that is wise 
will strive to rescue himself from sorrow, The happiness of 


world hi an incipient form. The Linga-carira also must be destroyed 
before absorption into Brahma can take place. — T, 
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living ci 6 a tin os is unstable both ■ here and hereafter.”^ !T.Iic 
happiness of creatures that are overwhelmed by Darkness 
disappears like the splendour of the Moon when afflicted by 
Ruliu.f 3 Happiness is said to be of two kinds, viz., bodily 
and mental Both in this and the other world, the visible 
and the invisible fruits (of action) are specified (in the 
Vedas) for the sake of happiness.* There is nothing more 
important than happiness among the fruits or con sequences 
of the triple aggregate. Happiness is desirable. It is an 
attribute of the Soul. Both Virtue and Profit are sought 
for its sake. Virtue is its root. This, indeed, is its origin. 

All acts have for their end the attainment of happiness. 8 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said, — You have said that happiness is the 
highest object, I do not comprehend this. This attribute of 
the soul that (you say) is so desirable is not sought by the 
liishis who are regarded to bo engaged in something promis- 
ing a higher reward. It is heard that the Creator of the 
three worlds, viz., the puissant Brahman, lives alone, ob- 
servant of the vow of Brahmacharyya. He never devotes 
himself to the happiness obtainable from the gratification of 
desire. Also, the divine Master of the universe, the lord of 
Uma, reduced Kama (the deity of desire) to extinction. For 
this reason we say that happiness is not acceptable to high- 
souled people. Nor does it appear to be a high attribute of 
the Soul I cannot put faith in what thy divine self has said, 
viz., that there is nothing higher than happiness. That there 
are two kinds of consequences in respect of our acts, the 
springing of happiness from good acts and of sorrow from, sin- 
ful acts, is only a saying that is current in the world , 10 


* The felicity that is obtained in heaven is not everlasting, being 
limited in point of duration by the degree or measure of merit that is 
achieved here. — T. 

t The Pauramc theory of both the solar and the lunar eclipse is 
that the Bun and the Moon are sought to be devoured by, the Baity on 
Balm. — T. •• 

f The sense seems to be that the Vedas declare, those fruits in order 
that meu may strive for them when they lead to happiness.—' T. - • 
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iC ‘Bhrigu said —On this it is said as follows : from Un- 
truth springs Darkness. They that are overwhelmed by 
Darkness pursue only Unrighteousness and not Righteousness, 
being overmastered by wrath, covetousness, malice, falsehood, 
and similar evils. They never obtain happiness either here 
or hereafter. On the other hand, they are afflicted by vari- 
ous kinds of disease and pain and trouble. They are also 
tortured by Death, imprisonment, and diverse other griefs 
of that kind, and by the sorrows attending on hunger and 
thirst and toil. They are also pained bv the numerous bodily 
griefs that arise from rain and wind and burning heat and 
exceeding cold. They are also overwhelmed by numerous' 
mental griefs caused by loss of wealth and separation from 
friends, as also by griefs caused by decrepitude and death . 11 
They that are not touched by these diverse kinds of physical 
and mental afflictions, know what happiness is . 12 These evils 
are never found in heaven. There delicious breezes blow. 
In heaven there is also perpetual fragrance. In heaven there 
is no hunger, no thirst, no decrepitude, no sin . 13 In heaven 
there is perpetual happiness. In this world there is both 
happiness and misery. In hell there is only misery. There- 
fore, happiness is the highest object of acquisition . 14 The 
Earth is the progenitrix of all creatures. Females partake of 
her nature. The male animal is like Prajapati himself. The 
vital seed, it should be known, is the creative energy . 15 In 
this way did Brahman ordain in days of old that the creation 
should go on. Each, affected by his own acts, obtains happi- 
ness or misery.* — ’ ” 14 


Section CLXCL 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said,— What has been said to be the conse- 
quence of gift? What of Righteousness ? What of conduct ? 
What of Penances well-performed ? What of the study and 
recitation of the Vedas? And what of pouring libations upon 
the fire ?— 01 


* Nearly the whole of this section is in prose. — IV 


“ ‘Bhrigu said,- — By pouring libations on the sacred fire, es 

sin is burnt* By study of the Vedas one obtains blessed cl 

tranquillity. By gift one obtains pleasures and articles of 'is 

enjoyment. By Penances, one acquires blessed heaven * 2 Gift >f 

is said to be of two kinds : gifts for the other world, and —,f 

those for this* Whatever is given to the good attends the $ 

giver in the other world . 5 Whatever is given to those that 
are not good produces consequences enjoyable here* The 
consequences of gifts are commensurate with the gifts them- 
selves. — 

“ ‘Bharadwaja said, — What course of duties should be 
performed by whom ? What also are the characteristics of 
duty ? How many kinds of duty are there ? It behove th 
thee to tell me these !* 5 

“ ‘Bhrigu said, — Those wise men who are engaged in prac- 
tising the duties laid down for them succeed in obtaining 
heaven as their reward. By doing otherwise people become 
guilty of folly. — G 

" ‘Bharadwaja said —It behoveth thee to tell me about 
the four modes of life that were formerly laid down by Brah- 
man, and the practices ordained for each of them . — 7 

“ ‘Bhrigu said, — In days of yore, the divine Brahman, for 
benefiting the world, and for the protection of righteousness, 
indicated four modes of lifevf* Amongst them, residence in 
the abode of the preceptor is mentioned as the first (in order 
of time). He who is in this mode of life should have his 
soul cleansed by purity of conduct, by Vedic rites, and by 
restraints and vows and humility. He should worship the 
morning and evening twilights, the Sun, his own sacred fire, 
and the deities. He should cast off procrastination and idle- 
ness. He should cleanse his soul by saluting his preceptor, by 
studying the Vedas, and by listening to his preceptors in- 
structions, He should perform his ablutions thrice, {viz,, 



* It is difficult to understand in what senses the word Dhamai s 
used in the three successive questions here.-— T. 


t In the first line the correct reading is Brahman % and not Bmh* 
rmr^kh The answer attributed to Bhrigu settles this*— T, , 
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morning, noon, ami evening ). 9 He should lead a ce:ehate 
existence- ; attend to his sacred fire; dutifully serve his pre- 
ceptor ; daily go out on a round of mendicancy (for supporting 
himself ) ; and give ungrudginly unto his preceptor the whole 
of what is obtained in alms. Willingly accomplishing every- 
thing that the commands of his preceptor may indicate, he 
should be ready to receive such Vedic instruction as his pre- 
ceptor may give him as a favour.* On this subject is a verse ; 
That Brahmana who obtains his Veda by attending with re- 
verence upon his preceptor, succeeds in attaining to heaven 
and obtains the fruition of all his desires . 0 The Domestic 
mode of life is called the second (in point of time). We shall 
explain to you all the pious acts and indications of that mode* 
Those who having completed their residence in the preceptor’s 
abode return home, who are of pious conduct, who desire the 
fruits of a virtuous course of behaviour with spouses in their 
company, have this mode of life ordained for them. In it 
Virtue, Wealth, and Pleasure, may all be obtained. It is 
(thus) suited to the cultivation of the triple aggregate. Ac- 
quiring wealth by irreproachable acts, or with wealth of high 
efficacy which is obtained from recitation of the Vedas, or 
living upon such means as are utilised by the regenerate 
HiskiSjf or with the produce of mountains and mines, or with 


* A pupil should never solicit his preceptor for instruction. He 
should attend only when the preceptor calls him. To this day, the 
rule is rigidly observed in all Tele* throughout India. It should be 
added to the credit of those engaged in teaching that they very seldom 
neglect their pupils. The story is authentic of the grandfather of the 
great Baneswar Vidyalankfir of Ntiddea, himself as great a professor as 
Baneswar, of continuing to teach his pupils in the outer apartments 
even after receiving intelligence of his son V death within the inner 
apartments of the family dwelling. The fact is, he was utterly obsorbed 
in his work, that when his good lady, moved by his apparent heartless- 
ness, came out to tax him he answered her, in thorough absence of 
mind, saying,— Well, do not be disturbed. If I do not weep for my 
son, I will do so for that grand child in your arms,— The pupils at last 
recalled him to the realities of the hour. — T. 

t I. e., by picking up fallen grains from the field after the crop has 
been cut away and removed by the owner,— T* 
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the wealth represented by the offerings made in sacrifices 
and on the termination of vows and other observances, and 
those made unto deities, the house-holder should lead this 
mode of life. That mode of life is regarded as the root of 
all the others. They who are residents in the abodes of 
preceptors, they who lead lives of mendicancy, and others 
who live m the observance of vows and restraints to which 
they are pledged, derive from this mode the means they 
live upon, the offerings they make unto the Pitris and the 
deities, and, in short, their entire sm-mm-t, w 


* Upashhara means renunciation. — T. 
t It is generally said .that by procreating offaprin. 
PitTis or pays off the debt one owes to one*s decease 
Bhrigu says that by that act one gratifies the Creator 
same that forms the root of the command laid* on t 
multiply ! — T, 
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and harsh words, are all censurable. 14 Insult, arrogance, and 
deceit, also should be avoided. Abstention from injury, truth 
and absence of wrath, produce the merit of penances in 
all the (four) modes of life. 15 In the domestic mods of life 
these are allowed, vis., the use and enjoyment of flora 1 
garlands, ornaments, robes, perfumed oils and unguents; 
enjoyment of pleasures derived from dancing and music both 
vocal and instrumental and all sights and scenes that are 
agreeable to the sight; the enjoyment of various hinds of 
via-nds and drinks belonging to the principal orders of edibles, 
vis., those that are swallowed, those that are lapped, those 
that are quaffed, and those that are sucked; and the enjoy- 
ment of pleasures derivable from sports and every kind of 
amusement and the gratification of desires. 10 That man who 
in the observance of this mode of life seeks the acquisition of 
the triple aggregate (vis., Religion, Wealth, and Pleasure) 
with that of the great end of the three attributes of Good- 
ness and Passion and Darkness,* enjoys great happiness here 
and at last attains to the end that is reserved for persons that 
are virtuous and good.-}* 17 Even that house-holder who ob- 
serves the duties of his mode of life by following the practice 
of picking up fallen grains of corn from the cracks of fields 
and who abandons sensual pleasure and attachment to action; 
does not find it difficult to obtain heaven, — ’ ” ls 


Section GLXCII. 

” ‘Bhrigu said,— Forest recluses seeking the acquisition of 
virtue sojourn to sacred waters and rivers and springs, and 
undergo penances in lone and secluded woods abounding with 
deer and buffaloes and boars and tigers and wild elephants. 
They forsake all kinds of robes and food and enjoyments for 
which people living in society have a taste. They subsist 
abstemiously upon wild herbs and fruits and roots and leaves 

* The end of these attributes is Mohha or Emancipation.— T. 

■} Ciskta is explained by Nilakantha as one who has been properly 
instructed by wise preceptors, — T t 
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of diverse kinds. The bare ground is their seat. They lie 
down on the bare earth or rocks or pebbles or gravel or sand 
or ashes. They cover their limbs with grass and animal skins 
and barks of trees. They never shave their heads and beards 
or pare their nails. They perform their ablutions at regular 
intervals* They pour libations on the ground, as also on 
the sacred fire at the proper time without fail. They never 
enjoy any rest till completion of their; daily gathering of the 
sacred fuel (for their hornet fires) and sacred grass and flowers 
{for sacrifice and worship) and till they have swept and 
rubbed clean (their sacrificial altars). They bear without the 
least regard cold and heat and rain and wind, and, therefore* 

& he skin of their bodies is cracked all over ; and in conse- 
quence of observing and laying down for themselves various 
kinds of rites and vows and acts, their flesh and blood 
and skin and bones become emaciated.* Endued with great 
patience and fortitude, they live, always practising the quality 
of Goodness . 1 That person#wlio, with restrained soul, observes 
such a course of duties originally ordained by regenerate 
Rishis , burns all his sins like fire and obtains regions of 
felicity difficult of attainment . 2 

e ‘ T shall now describe the conduct of those called Pari - 
vrajalcas . That is as follows : freeing themselves from 
attachment to the sacred fire, wealth, spouse and children, 
and robes, seats, beds, and such other objects of enjoyment, 
and breaking the bonds of affection, they roam about, regard- 
ing with an equal eye a clump of earth or rock and gold. 
They never set their hearts on the acquisition or enjoyment 
of the triple aggregate. They cast an equal eye on foes and 
friends and neutrals or strangers. They never injure, in 
thought, word, or deed, immobile things or creatures that 
are viviparous, or oviparous or born of filth, or called vege- 
tables. They have no homes. They roam over hills and 
mountains, upon shores of rivers or seas, under shades of 
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trees, and among temples of deities. They may go to towns 
or villages for residence. In a town, however, they should 
not live for more than five nights, while in a village tiicir 
residence should never exceed one night. Entering a town 
or a village, they should, for the support of life, repair to 
the abodes of only Brahmanas oi liberal deeds/ J hey .•'Into Id 
never ask for any alms but accept what is thrown into the 
(wooden) bowls they carry. They should free themselves 
from lust, wrath, pride, cupidity, delusion, miserliness, deceit, 
slander, vanity, and injury to living creatures/' On this 
subject there are some verses: that person who, observing 
the vow of taciturnity, roveth without giving any creature 
cause of fear, is never inspired with any fear himself by any 
creature . 4 That learned person who performs the Agnihotm 
(not by kindling an external fire but) with the aid of the 
fire thafcds in his own body, — indeed, who poureth libations 
into his own mouth and upon the fire that exists in his own 
body,— succeeds in attaining to numerous regions of felicity 
in consequence of that fire being fed with such libations ob- 
tained by a life of eleemosy nation . 5 That person of regenerate 
birth who observes in the aforesaid way this mode of life 
• having Emancipation for its end, with a pure heart and with 
an understanding freed from resolution, attains to Brahma 
after the manner of a tranquil ray of light that is not fed by 
any blazing fuel.—® 

<c ‘Bharadwaja said,— Beyond this region (that we inhabit) 
there is a region that we have heard but never seen, I desire 
to know all about it. It behoveth thee to describe it to me ! — * 7 

“ ‘Bhrigu said, — Towards the north, on the other side of 
Himavat, which is sacred and possessed of every merit, there 
is a region that is sacred, blessed, and highly desirable. That 


* The Hindus had no poor laws. The injunctions of their scriptures 
have always sufficed to maintain their poor, particularly their religions 
mendicants. The mendicants themselves are restrained from disturb- 
ing* the house-holders often. None again save the well-to-do were to Jje 
visited by the mendicants, so that men of scanty means might not be/ 
compelled to support the recluses.— T* 
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h called the other world.* 4 The men that- inhabit that region 
are righteous in act, pious, of pure hearts, freed from cupi- 
dity and errors of judgment, and not subject to afflictions of 
any kind . 3 That region is, indeed, equal to heaven, possessed 
as it is of such excellent attributes. Death comes there at 
the proper season. Diseases never touch the inhabitants .*}* 10 
Nobody cherishes any desire for the wives of other people. 
Every one is devoted to his own wife. These people do not 
afflict or kill one another, or covet one another’s things. 
There no sin occurs, no doubt arises .^ 11 There the fruits of 
all (religious) acts are visible. There some enjoy seats and 
drinks and viands of the best kind, and live within palaces 
and mansions . 12 There some, adorned with ornaments of gold, 
surround themselves with every article of enjoyment. There 
are, again, some that eat very abstemiously, for only keeping 
hxly and soul together . 13 There some, with great toil, seek 
to hold the life-breaths.$ Here, (in this region that is in- 
habited by us), some men are devoted to righteousness and 
some to deceit. Some are happy and some miserable ; some 
are poor and some rich . 14 Here toil, and fear, and delusion, 
and painful hunger make their appearance. Here cupidity, 
for wealth is also seen, a passion that stupifies even those 
that are learned amongst men . 15 Here diverse opinions pre- 
vail, broached by those that do deeds which are righteous or 


* The words used by Bharadwaja in the question are capable of 
being construed as an enquiry after the next world. Bhrigu also, in 
his answer, uses the word Parodokah . The reference to Himavat, 
therefore, is explained by the co mm en tat or as metaphorical. The 
whole answer of Bhrigu, however, leaves little room for doubt that 
the sage speaks of a region on Earth and not in the invisible world 
after death. — T. 

t Nilakantha would read amritya for rarity a. It is a forced correc- 
tion for keeping up the metaphorical sense. — T. 

£ All knowledge there is certain. — T. ‘ 

$ L e. to practise yoga. The Bengal reading is dharanani . The 
commentator goes on explaining all the verses as metaphorical. Con- 
siderable ingenuity is displayed by him, and he even cites the Crutis in 
- ■support*—' 1\ , , ■ 
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’sinful. That man possessed of wisdom who knows ail those 
opinions which may ho divided into two kind?, is new v 
stained by sin, 16 Deceit with fraud, theft, slander, malice, 
oppression, injury, treachery, and untruth, 17 arc vices that 
detract from the merit of his penances who practises them. 
He, on the other hand, possessed of learning, who avoids 
them, finds the merit of his penances increased. 1 * Here there 
is much reflection about, acts that are righteous end those 
that are unrighteous. This region that we inhabit is the 
field of action. Having done good and evil here, one obtains 
good for his good acts and evil for acts that are evil.'* 
Here the very Creator in - days of yore, and all the god- 
with the Rishis, having performed proper penances, became 
cleansed and attained to Brahmar f -20 The northern portion 
of the Earth is highly auspicious and sacred. Those belong- 
ing to this region (that we inhabit) that are doers of right- 
eous deeds or that show regard for yoga, become born in 
that region. Others (that are of a different disposition) take 
their births in the intermediate species. Some again, when 
their allotted periods run out, become lost on Eavth4 21 * 22 
Employed in feeding upon one another and stained by cupi- 
dity and delusion, these men return to this very region with- 
out being able to go (after death) to that northern region. 23 
Those men of wisdom who with vows and . observant of 


* This at least is a verse that evidently refers to the other or the 
next world, and, therefore, lends color to the supposition that through 
out the whole passage, it is the next world and no fictitious region 
north of the Himalayas that is described. Some western scholars, think 
that a verbal translation is all that is neecessary. Such passages, how- 
ever, are incapable of being so rendered. The translator must make 
his choice of either taking the verses in a plain or a metaphorical sense. 
*If he inclines towards the latter, he cannot possibly give a verbal ver- 
sion, The genius of the two tongues are quite different. — T. 

f Pushkara in Rajputanali is supposed to be the spot where Brahman 
underwent his penances. — T. 

t The Burdwan translator makes a mess of this verse, 21 runs into 
M as explained by the commentator. K. P. Bing avoids the blunder, 
although in rendering the last line of 22 he. becomes rather inace mutcvlk 
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* The fb T e limbs which should ho washed before eating are the two 
feet, the two hands, and the face. — T, 


Bmhmackaryya listen with veneration to the instructions of 
preceptors, succeed in knowing the ends reserved for all 
classes of men. 24 I have now told thee in brief the course 
of duties ordained by Brahman. He, indeed, is said to be 
possessed of intelligence who knows what is righteousness 
and what its reverse in this world ! — - ,25 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Thus, O king, did Bhrigu speak 
unto Bharadwaja of great energy. Of soul highly virtuous/ 
the latter became filled with wonder and worshipped the 
great sage with veneration. 26 Thus, 0 monarch, the origin 
of the universe has been narrated to thee in detail. What, 
O thou of great wisdom, dost thou wish to hear after this V ” 2 l 


Section CLXGIII. 

“Yudhisthira said, — ‘I think, 0 grandsire, that thou art 
acquainted with everything. 0 thou that are conversant 
with duties, I desire to hear thee discourse to me, 0 sinless 
one, of the ordinances about conduct I’ 1 

“Bhishma said,— ‘They that are of bad conduct, of bad 
acts, of wicked understanding, and exceeding rashness, are 
called evil or wicked men. They, however, that are called 
good are distinguished by purity of conduct and practices. 3 
They are good men who never answer calls of nature on the 
high roads, in cowpens, or in fields overgrown with paddy. 3 
Having finished the necessary acts one should perform his 
ablutions in river- water and gratify the deities with oblations 
of water. This is said to be the duty of all men. 4 Surya 
should be always worshipped. One should not sleep after 
sunrise. Morning and evening the prayers (ordained in the 
scriptures) should be said, sitting with face turned towards 
the East and towards the West respectively/ Washing the 
five limbs,* one should eat silently with face turned to- 
wards the East. One should never disparage the food which 
one is to eat. One should eat food that is good to the taste. 6 
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After eating one should wash one’s hands and rise.* One 
should never go to sleep at night with wet feet. The celes- 
tial Rixhi Narad* said that these are indications of good 
conduct . 7 One should every day circumambulate a sacred 
spot, a bull, a sacred image, a cowpen, a place where four 
roads meet, a pious Brahmaua, and a sacred tree , 5 One 
should not make distinctions between one’s guests and atten- 
dants and kinsmen in matters of food. Equality (in this 
respect) with servants is applauded/' Eating (twice a day) 
morning and evening is an ordinance of the gods. It is not 
laid down that one should eat (once more) at any inter- 
mediate period. He who eats according to this rule acquires 
the merit of a fasfc.f 10 At the hours ordained for lloraa 
one should pour libations on the sacred fire. Without seek- 
ing the companionship of other people’s wives, the man of 
wisdom who seeks his own wife in her season acquires the 
merit of B rahmacharyya , 1 1 The remnants of a Brahmana’s 
dish are like ambrosia. They are like the lacteal sustcntation 
that is yeilded by the mother’s breast. People highly prize 
those remnants. The good, by eating them, attain to Brahma , 12 
He who pounds turf to clay (for making sacrificial altars), 
or he who cuts grass (for making sacrificial fuel), or he who 
uses his nails only (and not weapons of any kind) for eating 
(sanctified meat), or he who always subsists on the remnants 
of Brahmanas’ dishes, or he who acts, induced by desire for 
reward, has not to live long in the world ,* 18 One who has 
abstained from meat (under any vow) should not take meat 


* Tins may be a general direction for washing one -s' hand after 
eating ; or, it may refer to the final Ganelin ha, L the act of taking 
a little water in the right hand, raising it to the lips, and throwing it 
down, repeating a short formula. — T. 

t The Burdwan translator has misunderstood this verse completely, 
t Ik is difficult to understand what this verse means. Nilakanfcka 
proposes two different kinds of interpretation. What then is Sanku- 
suka or Ganhu'cuka? The above version is offered tentatively. The 
commentator imagines that the true sense of the verse is that it tie* 
dares such men to be unable to attain to Mahadayu which is Brahma 
and not long life. — T* 
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even if it be sanctified with mantras from the Yajnrvecla . 
One should also avoid the flesh about the vertebral column 
(of any animal) and the flesh of animals not slain in sacri- 
fices .* 14 Whether at one’s own place or in a strange land, one 
should never cause one’s guest to fast. Having obtained alms 
and other fruits of optional acts, one should offer them to 
one’s seniors . 15 One should offer seats to one’s seniors and 
salute them with respect. By worshipping one’s seniors, one 
obtains long life, fame, and prosperity . 10 One should never 
behold the Sun at the moment of rising, nor should one turn 
one’s gaze towards a naked woman that is another man’s 
spouse. Congress with one’s wife (in her season) is not sinful 
but it is an act that should always be done in privacy . 17 The 
heart of all sacred spots and shrines is the Preceptor. The 
heart of all pure and cleansing things is Fire. All acts done 
by a good and pious person are good and laudable, including 
even thejtouching of the hair of a cow’s tail . 18 Every time 
one meets with another, one should make polite enquiries. 
The saluting of Brahman as every morning and evening is 
ordained . 19 In temples of gods, amid cows, in performing 
the rites of religion laid down for Brahmanas, in reading 
the Yedas, and in eating, the right hand should be raised.+ 4 ® 
The worship of Brahmanas, morning and evening, according 
to due rites, produces great merit. In consequence of such 
worship abundant become the stock-in-trade of the marehant, 
and the produce of the agriculturist. Great also becomes the 
yield of all kinds of corn and copious becomes the supply of 
all articles that the senses can enjoy , 21 When giving edibles 
to another (seated at his dish), one should say — Is it suffi- 
cient ? — When presenting drink, one should ask — Will it 
gratify ? — and when giving sweetened milk and rice, or sugared 


* Pruhtamcmgm is explained by the commentator as ‘the meat 
forming the remnant of a Crdddha offering.’ I do not see the necessity 
of discarding the obvious meaning. — T* 

t In the sense of being moved or used. The commentator adds that 
the sacred thread also should be wound round the thumb, as the Qrihya* 
autras declare. — T. 
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gruel of barley, or milk with sesame or pease, one should ask— 
Has it fallen ?* 22 — After shaving, after spitting, after bathing, 
and after eating, people should worship Brahmanas with 
reverence. Such worship is sure to bestow longevity on sickly 
men , 23 One should not pass urine with face turned towards 
the Sun, nor should one see one's own excreta One should 
not lie on the same bed with a woman nor eat with her. 24 
in addressing seniors one should never apply the pronoun yaw 
to them, or take their names. Thouing or the taking of names 
is not censurable in addressing inferiors or equals in age.f - 5 
The hearts of sinful men betray the sins committed by them. 
Those sinful men that conceal their conscious sins from good 
men meet with destruction , 26 Only ignorant fools seek to 
conceal the sins which they commit consciously. It is true 
that human beings do not see those sins, but the gods see 
them , 27 A sin concealed by another sin leads to fresh sins® 
An act of merit, again, if concealed by an act of merit, in- 
creases the merit. The acts of a virtuous man always follow 
in the wake of Virtue . 28 A man destitute of understanding 
never thinks of the sins committed by him. Those sins, how- 
ever, overtake the doer that has fallen away from the scrip- 
tures. As Rahu comes to Chandra (at his proper time), those 
sinful acts come to the foolish man.J 29 The objects that are 
stored with expectation are scarcely enjoyed. Such storing is 
never applauded by the wise, for death waits for no one (but 
snatches his prey whether the latter be ready or unready )," 0 
The wise have said that the righteousness of all creatures is 


* In every instance, the person who receives should sa y — AllrmfH* 
dent , Gratify to the fill , and Has fallen copiously, or words to that effect, 
Krisara or Krieara is food made of rice and pease, or rice and sesame * 
probably what is now called Khichree . — T. 

t The polite form of address is Bhavan. It is in the third person 
singular. The second person is avoided, being too direct— T. 

t It is pot plain in what way the sinful acts come to the sinner. 
The Hindu idea, of course, is that the consequences of those deeds 
visit the doer without fail. This verse, however, seems to say that the 
recollection of those sins forces itself upon the sinner and makes him 
miserable in spite of himself,— 1 T, 


an attribute of the mind. For this reason, one should, in 
one’s mind, do good to all* 3 * One should practise virtue 
singly. In the practise of virtue one has no need for the help 
of others. If one obtains only the ordinances of the scrip- 
tures, what can an associate do?f s2 Righteousness is the 
origin of mankind. Righteousness is the ambrosia of the gods. 

After death, men enjoy, through Righteousness, eternal happi- 
ness.’ ” ss 


Section OLCXIV. 

“Yudhishthira said, —‘Tell me, 0 grandsire, what and of 
what nature is that which is called by the name of Adhydtma 
and which is laid down for every person.^ 1 0 thou that are 
acquainted with Brahma, whence has this universe, consisting 
of mobile and immobile things, been created? When universal 
destruction sets in, to whom does it go ? It behoveth thee to 
discourse to me upon this topic !’$ 2 

“Bhishma said,— 'This Adhydtma, 0 son of Pritha, that 
thou askest me about, I will presently discourse upon. It is, 
O sire, highly agreeable and productive of great felicity. 2 
Great teachers have (before this) shown the truths about 


* The Hindu moralist, in this verse, declares the same high mora- 
lity that Christ himself preached. Merit or sin, according to him, does 
not depend on the overt act alone. Both depend on the mind. Hence 
the injunction against even mentally banning others.— T„ 

t The sense seems to be that if one succeeds in ascertaining the 
ordinances about virtue or piety, but if the mind be sinful, no associate 
can be of any help. The mind alone is the cause of virtue and piety,— T. 

| Adhy&tma is anything that depends on the mind. Here it is as 
explained by the commentator, used for yoga-dharma as depending upon 
or as an attribute of the mind. Generally speaking, all speculations on 
the character of the mind and its relations with external objects are 
included in the word Adhyatma . — T. 

-A.ftei Bhi ig u s dihcouirie to Bh&r<idwfijci this (question nifty seem to 
be a repetition. The commentator explains that it arises from the de- 
claration of Bhishma that Righteousness is a property of the mind 
and is, besides, the root of everything. (V. 31 , sec. 193 , ante). Hence”, 
the enquiry about A.dhy<%tinct as also about the origin of all things, -~X, 
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creature.* Tbe seventh is called the understanding ; and 
‘ tbe eiyth is the Soul.t” The senses are for perceiving; the 
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The word rendered ‘perceptions’ is VijrAnanl ‘Cognitions' would, 

^tTeninykiu Hindu philosophy, particularly o£ tlie Vedanta 
school, a distinction is conceived between the mm , the understanding, 
and the soul. The mind is the seat or source of all f<*Un ga and emo- 
tions as also all om- perceptions, or those which are called cognitions in 
the Kantian school, including Comparison wlucli (in the Kantian school) 
is called the Vernuft or Reason. This last is called the -Understanding 
»r Iwklhi. The soul is regarded as something distinct trout both the 

body and the mind. It is the Being to whom the body the mind be- 



mind (usable to deal with those perceptions) produces un- 
certainty, The understanding reduces all knowledge to cer- 
tainty, The Soul exists as a witness (without acting). 3 -* 
All that is above the two feet, all that is behind, and all that 
is above, are seen by the Soul, Know that the Soul per- 
vades the entire being without any space being left unoccu- 
pied , 14 All men should know the senses, the mind, and the 
understanding fully. The three states or qualities called 
Darkness, Passion, and Goodness, exist, dependent on the 
senses, the mind, and the understanding .* 16 Man, by appre- 
hending with the aid of his intelligence, the manner in 
which creatures come and leave the world, is sure to gradually 
attain to steadfast tranquillity . 10 The three qualities (al- 
ready mentioned, viz., Darkness, Passion, and Goodness), 
lead the understanding (to worldly attachments). In this 
respect, the Understanding (or Intelligence) is identical with 
the Senses and the Mind. The Understanding, therefore, is 
identical with the six (the five senses and the mind), and 
also with the objects comprehended by it. When, however, 
the Understanding is destroyed, the three qualities ( of 
Darkness, Passion, and Goodness) are incapable of leading to 
aetionvf 17 This universe of immobile and mobile things consists 
of that Intelligence. It is from that Intelligence that every- 
thing arises and it is into it that everything subsides, For 


long. It is represented as inactive, and as the all-seeing witness within 
the physical frame. It is a portion of the Supreme Soul. — T. 

* Goodness includes all the higher moral qualities of man. Passion 
means love, affection, and other emotions that appertain to worldly 
objects. Darkness, means anger, lust, and such other mischievous pro- 
pensities. — T. 

f I follow Nilakantha in his grammatical exposition of this verse. 
The meaning, however, is scarcely clear. The identity of the Under- 
standing or intelligence with the senses and the mind may be allowed 
so far as the action of the three qualities in leading all of them to 
worldly attachments is concerned. But what is meant by the identity 
of the Understanding with all the objects it comprehends ? Does. 
Bhishma preach Idealism here ? If nothing exists except as it exists in 
the Understanding, then, of course, with the extinction of the Under- 
standing, all things would come to an end.— T. 



this reason the scriptures indicate that every thing is a mani- 
festation of Intelligence . 15 That by which one hears i& tho 
ear. That by which one smells is called the organ of scent; 
and that by which one distinguishes the tastes is called the 
tongue . 15 By the coat that covers the body one acquit ca 
perception of touch. That which is called the Intelligence 
undergoes modifications,* When the Intelligence desires any- 
thing it comes to be called Mind , 20 The foundations upon 
which the Intelligence rests are five in number, each serving 
a different purpose. They are called the senses. The in- 
visible principle, viz., Intelligence, rests on them.- 1 The 
Intelligence that exists in a living creature concerns itself 
with the three states (called Darkness, Passion, and Good- 
ness). Sometimes it obtains joy and sometimes misery ,- 2 
Sometimes it becomes divested of both joy and misery. Even 
thus the Intelligence exists in the minds of all men , 23 Some- 
times the Intelligence, which is made up of the triple states 
(already mentioned, transcends those three states (by yoga), 
like the lord of rivers, viz., the Ocean, with his surges, trans- 
gressing his high continents .*} -24 That Intelligence which 
transcends the three qualities exist in the mind in a pure 
state of (unmodified) existence alone. The quality of Dark- 
ness, however, that impels to action, soon pursues it , 25 At 
that time the Intelligence sets all the senses to action, The 
properties of the three are even thus : joy dwells in Goodness ; 
sorrow in Passion ; delusion in Darkness . 26 All the states 
that exist (of the mind) are included in the three (that have 
v . . r — "" — — r~ — — * — * — “ — - 

* Brown and other followers of Reid, whether they understood Reid 
or not, regarded all the perceptions as only particular modifications of 
the mind. They denied the objective existence of the world. — T. 

t The commentator explains this verse thus, although as regards 
the second line he stretches it a little. If Nilakantha be right, K. P. 
Singha must be wrong. Generally, however, it is the known incapa- 
city of the ocean to transgress its continents that supplies poets with 
illustrations. Here, however, possibly, the rarity of the phenomenon, 
viz., the ocean’s transgressing its continent^ used to illusrf’ the 
rare fact of the Intelligence, succeedin ggjjffi s jj|| power, in jg Add- 
ing the attributes of Rajas, Tamms, 
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been named), I have now, O Bharata, told thee about the 
course of the Understanding, 27 An intelligent man should 
subdue all his senses. The three qualities of Goodness* 
Passion, and Darkness, are always attached to living crea- 
tures. 28 Three kinds of intelligence also are noticeable in 
every creature, viz., that which depends upon Goodness, that 
upon Passion, and that upon Darkness, 0 Bharata. 29 The 
quality of Goodness brings happiness ; the quality of Passion 
produces sorrow ; and if these two combine with the quality 
of Darkness, then neither happiness nor sorrow is produced 
(but, instead, only delusion or error). 30 Every state of happi- 
ness that appears in the body or the mind is said to be due 
to the quality of Goodness. 31 A state of sorrow, disagreeable 
to oneself, that comes, is due to nothing but the quality of 
Passion, One should never think of it with fear.* 32 That 
state, again, which is allied with delusion and error, and in 
consequence of which one knows not what to do, which is 
unascertainable and unknown, should be regarded as belong- 
ing to the quality of Darkness.*}-" 3 Gladness, satisfaction, 
delight, happiness, tranquillity of heart, these are the pro- 
perties of the state of Goodness. Man sometimes obtains a 
measure of them. 34 Discontent, heart-burning, grief, cupi- 
dity, vindictiveness, are all indications of the state of Pas- 
sion. They are seen with or without adequate causes for 
producing them. 35 Disgrace, delusion, error, sleep and stupi- 
faction, that overtake one through excess .of ill-luck, are the 
various properties of the state of Darkness.^ 80 That person 
whose mind is far-reaching, capable of extending in ad di- 
rections, mistrustful in respect of winning the objects it 
desires, and well-restrained, is happy both here and here- 
after.® 37 Mark the distinction between those two subtile 


* On the other hand, directing one’s thoughts boldly to it, one 
should ascertain its cause and dispel that cause, which, as stated here, 
is Passion. — T. 

t The first two words of the second line are those of verse 5 of 
Sec. I, Manu. — T. 

I Rathanchit is explained by Nilabantha as ‘due to great ill-luck.’ — T* 
$ I do not follow Nilakantha in rendering this verse. — T, 
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things, vis., Intelligence and the Soul. One of these (viz.. 
Intelligence), puts forth the qualities. The other (viz., the 
Soul), does nothing of the kind .' 8 A gnat and a fig may 
be seen to be united with each other. Though united, each 
however is distinct from the other / 3 Similarly, Intelligence 
and Soul, though distinguished from each other, by Then- 
respective natures, yet they may always he seen to exist in 
a state of union. A fish and water exist in a state of union. 
Each, however, is different from the other. The same is the 
case with Intelligence and Soul . 40 The qualities do not know 
the Soul, but the Soul knows them all. The Soul is the 
spectator of the qualities and regards them all as proceeding 
from itself . 41 The Soul, acting through the senses, the mind, 
and the understanding numbering as the seventh, all of 
which are inactive and have no self-consciousness, discovers 
the objects (amid which it exists) like a (covered) lamp 
showing all objects around it by shedding its rays through 
an apperture in the covering . 42 The understanding or In- 
telligence creates all the qualities. The Soul only beholds 
them (as a witness). Even such is certainly the connec- 
tion between the Intelligence and the Soul .* 43 There is no 
refuge on which either Intelligence or Soul depends. The 
Understanding creates the mind, but never the qualities . 41 
When the Soul, by means of the mind, sufficiently restrains 
the rays that emanate from the senses, it is then that it 

* The Soul is said to be only a -witness or spectator and not an actor. 
The Bishis understood by the soul the being to whom the mind, the 
senses, &c., all belong. Could the idea of the inactive and un.dmiiug 
Soul have arisen from observation of the moral principle or Conscience 
which discriminates between right and wrong, anil acts, therefore, as 
an impartial judge, or watches everything like an uninterested specta- 
tor ? European moralists generally attribute two other functions to the 
Conscience, viz., impelling us to do the right and avoid the wrong, and 
approving when right is done and wrong avoided. But these functions 
may easily be attributed to some other principle. At any rate, when 
the question is one of nomenclature only, the last two functions may 
be taken away and the word Soul applied to indicate the Conscience as 
the faculty of discrimination only, — X. 


* 



to study the boul, taking a delight therein, and regards 
himself as the Soul of all creatures, acquires a high end. 11 * 
As an acquatic fowl, while moving over the waters, is 
never drenched in that element, even thus does a person 
of wisdom move (in the world) among creatures . 47 By the 
aid of one’s intelligence one should act in the world after 
this fashion, without grief, without joy, with an equal 
for all, and destitute of malice and envy . 48 One living in 
this way succeeds in creating the qualities (instead of being 
oneself affected by them), like a spider creating threads,* 
The qualities should, indeed, be regarded as the threads of 
the spider . 49 Some say that the qualities in respect of such 
men are not lost. Some say that they are all lost. Those 
who say that they are not lost rely upon the revealed scrip- 
tures (vis., the prutis), which do not contain any declara- 
tion to the contrary. They, on the other hand, who say that 
the qualities are all lost rely on the Smritis. Reflecting 
upon both these opinions, one should judge oneself as to 
which of them is right . 5 ™ 1 One should thus get over this 
hard and knotty question which is capable of disturbing the 
understanding by doubt, and thereby win happiness. When 
that doubt will be removed, one will no longer have to in- 
dulge in sorrow of any kind . 32 Men of filthy hearts may by 
knowledge obtain success like persons plunging in a well-filled 
stream purifying themselves of all filth . 63 One 'who has to 
cross a large river does not feel happy at only seeing the 
other shore. If the case were otherwise, (i, e., if by only 
beholding the other shore one could reach it by a boat), 
then might one become happy. The matter is otherwise with 
one acquainted with Truth. The mere knowledge, of Truth 


The qualities here referred to are those of Satwa (goodness). 
Rajas (passion), and Tanias (darkness). Wliat is meant by this verse 
is that such a person transcends the ' qualities instead of the qualities 
transcending him and his acts.— 
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will bring him happiness. As soon as such knowledge begins 
to bear fruits, the person may be regarded to have reached 
the other shore. They who thus know the Sou! as freed 
from all worcliy objects and is but the One, are said to obtain 
high and excellent knowledge.* 5 * A person by knowing the 
origin and the end of all creatures, which is even such, anti 
fey reflecting upon the matter, gradually obtains infinite 
happiness . 55 He that has understood the triple aggregate 
(viz., that it is liable to destruction instead of being eternal), 
and reflecting upon it, casts it away, succeeds by yoga to 
behold the Truth and obtain perfect felicity, 5 ® The Soul is 
incapable of being seen unless the senses, which are employed 
on diverse objects and are difficult of being controlled, be all 
duly restrained . 67 He that knows this is really wise. What 
other indication is there of a wise man ? Acquiring this 
knowledge, men possessed of intelligence regard themselves 
to be crowned with success. 5 * That which inspires the Igno- 
rant with fear can never inspire fear in persons of Knowledge, 
There is no higher end for anybody (than Emancipation). In 
consequence, however, of the excess or otherwise of good 
qualities, the sages say that differences are observable in res- 
pect of the degree of Emancipation . 69 A person by acting 
without expectation of fruits succeeds (by those acts) in 
annihilating his sinful acts of a former period. To one pos- 
sessed of wisdom, the acts of a former period (thus washed off) 
and those of this life also (which are accomplished without 
expectation of fruit), do not become productive of any dis- 
agreeable consequence (such as immurement in hell). But 
how can acts, if he continues to be engaged in accomplishing 
acts, bring about what is agreeable (viz., Emancipation) ?-}* so 


• * N.ilakantha takes the third line as elliptical and is for supplying 
tc labhante . — T. - .■ ■ ' ■ yV"- ■ 

t I follow the commentator in his exposition of this verse. Anavi* 
zandhipurwkam is explained as nkhkdmam. Ubhayam is prachinamai- 
Mham cha karmetm. Aptiymi is equivalent to mdham. The substance 
of priyam Sc., is thus given ; Mohs ham pretti tu karmanah hh'anitwam 
duranirastam * — 
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People censure a person that is afflicted ^with lust, envy, and 
other evil passions). Those vices hurl the person in his next 
life into diverse kinds of inferior orders** 01 Mark with close 
attention the vicious in this world who grieve exceedingly for 
the loss of their possessions (such as sons and wives, &c.) 
Behold also those that are gifted with judgment and who 
never grieve when thrown into similar circumstances ! Those 
that are conversant with both, (£. e., with gradual Emancipa- 
tion and immediate Emancipation) deserve to be called truly 
wise.f ’ ” 02 


Section CXCV. 

“Bhishma said,— T shall now, 0 son of Pritha, discourse 
to thee upon the four kinds of yoga mediation. The great 
Mishis , obtaining a knowledge of the same, attain to eternal 
success even here. 1 Great Mishis, gratified with knowledge, 
with hearts set upon Emancipation, and conversant with 
yoga, act in such a way that their yoga meditation may get 
on properly* 3 These, G son of Pritha, being freed from the 
faults of the world, never come back (for rebirth). Liberated 
from liability to rebirth, they live in their original Soui- 


* Aturam is explained as pierced hy hist, wrath, Sc. Ay&yate is 
equivalent to dhikkaroti. Janak is explained by the commentator as 
parikskakah, but it would be better to take it as standing for people 
generally. Tasya is an instance of the genetive for the accusative. Tat 
refers to nindyam karma; sarvatak means sarvdshu gonishu. Janayati- 
Janena dadatu The object of the verse is to show that sinful acts pro- 
duce fear both here and hereafter. — T. 

t Loha is in the locative case, the final vowel indicating the locative 
having been dropped for sandhi • Nirdouham is an adverb, equivalent 
to samyahabhiniveqam human. Tatiadeva means “those and those/’ 
i. e., possessions, such 'as putradar&dikam. Kucalmi is x&rdsaraviveka* 
71 ipm&n. Vbhayam is explained as krama-mukhm and sadyomuktim* 
Bhishma here points out the superiority of the latter kind of Eman- 
cipation over the former ; hence, Yedic acts or rites must yeild to that 
yoga which drills the mind and the understanding and enables them to 
transcend all earthly influences, — T, 
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state.* 5 Freed from the influence of all pairs of opposites 
(such as heat and cold, joy and sorrow, fee,), ever existing 
la their own (original) state, liberated (from attachments), 
never accepting anything (in gift), they live in places free 
from the companionship of wives and children, without others 
with whom disputes may arise, and favorable to perfect 
tranquillity of heart. 4 There such a person, restraining speech, 
sits like a piece of wood, crushing all the senses, and with 
mind undivided!}- united by the aid of meditation (with the 
Supreme Soul). 5 He has no perception of sound through the 
ear; no perception of touch through the skin ; no perception 
of form through the eye; no perception of taste through the 
tongue/* He has no perception also of scents through the 
organ of smell. Immersed in yoga, he would abandon all 
things, rapt in meditation/ Possessed- of great energy of mind, 
he has no desire for anything that excites the five senses. The 
wise man, withdrawing his five senses into the mind, should 
then fix the unstable mind with the five senses (into the 
Intellect)/ Possessed of patience, the yogin should fix his 
mind which always wanders (among worldly objects), so that 
his five gates (under the influence of training) may be made 
stable in respect of -things that are themselves unstable. He 
should, in the firmament of the heart, fix his mind into the 
path of meditation, making it independent of the body or 
any other refuge/ I have spoken of the path of meditation 
as the first, since the yogin has first to crush his senses and 
the mind (and direct them to that path)/ 0 The mind, which 
constitutes the sixth, when thus restrained, seeks to flash out 
like the capricious and flighty lightning moving in frolic 
among the clouds/ 1 As a drop of water on a (lotus) leaf 
is unstable and moves about in all directions, even so be- 
comes the yogin $ mind when first fixed on the path of 
meditation/ 2 When fixed, for a while the mind stays in 
that path. When, however, it strays again into the path 

* The soul-state is the state of purity. One falls away from it in 
consequence of worldly attachments. One may recover it by yoga which 
aids one in liberating oneself from those attachments. — T a 
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of the wind, it becomes as flighty as the wind. 1 ' The person 
conversant with the ways of yo$a-meditation, it n discouraged 
by this, never regarding the loss of the toil undergone, casting 
aside idleness and malice, should again direct his mind to 
meditation. 11 Observing the vow of silence, when one begins 
to set his mind on yoga, then discrimination, knowledge, and 
power to avoid evil, are gained by him.* 15 Though feeling 
annoyed in consequence of the flightiness of his mind, he 
should fix it (in meditation). The yogin should never despair, 
but seek his own good. 10 As a heap of dust or ashes or of 
burnt cow-dung, when drenched with water, does not seem to 
be soaked, 17 indeed, as it continues dry if drenched partially, 
and requires incessant drenching before it becomes thoroughly 
soaked, 13 even thus should the yogin gradually control all his 
senses. He should gradually withdraw them (from all objects). 
The man that acts in this way succeeds in controlling them. 19 
One, 0 Bharata, by oneself directing one’s mind and senses 
to the path of meditation, succeeds in bringing them under 
perfect control by steadfast yoga? 0 The felicity that he feels 
who has succeeded in controlling his mind and senses is such 
that its like can never be obtained through Exertion or Des- 
tiny 21 United with such felicity, he continues to take a 
pleasure in the act of meditation. Even in this way yogins 
attain to Nirvana which is highly blessed.’ ” 22 

Section CXCVL 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘Thou hast discoursed on the four 
modes of life and their duties. Thou hast also spoken of 

* The three words used here are vichara , viveka , and vitarlca , They 
are technical terms implying different stages of progress in yoga* The 
commentator explains them at length. — T. 

f Everything that man has is the product of either exertion or 
destiny ; of exertion, that is, as put forth in overt acts, and destiny as 
dependent on the acts of a past life or the will of the gods or pure 
chance. Toga, felicity is unattainable through either of these two 
means,— T. ’ 
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the duties of kings. Thou hast recited many histories of 
diverse kinds and connected with diverse topics . 1 I have 
also heard from thee, 0 thou 0 f great intelligence, many dis- 
courses connected with morality. I have, however, one doubt. 
It behoveth thee to resolve it l 2 I wish, 0 Bharat a to 
hear of the fruits that silent Reciters of sacred mantras ac- 
quire (by their practice). What arc the fruits that have been 
indicated for such men ? What is that region to which they 
go after death P It behoveth thee also, O sinless one, to tell 
A me all the rules that have been laid down in respect of such 

V silent recitation ? When the word Reciter is uttered, what 

s h a u I understand by it ? Is such a man to be regarded as 
following the ordinances of Sdnkhya or yoga or work ?* 4 
Or, is such a man to be regarded as observing the ordinances 
f about (mental) sacrifices ? How is the path of the Reciters 

P to be called? Thou art, as I think, of universal knowledge. 

”... Tell me all this ! — 5 



“Bhishma said, — Tn this connection is cited the old history 
of what transpired between Yama, Time, and a certain Brah- 
mana, 0 Sages conversant with the means of attaining to 
Emancipation have spoken of two methods, m, the Sdnkhya 
and the yoga* Amongst these, in the former, which is other- 
wise called the Vedanta, Renunciation has been preached with 
respect to silent recitation. The declarations of the Vedas 
preach Abstention (from rites), are fraught with tranquillity, 
and are concerned with Brahma: f* 7 Indeed, the two paths 
spoken of by sages bent on achieving what is for their good, 
viz., Sdnkhya and yoga, are such that they are both con- 



* Sankhya is understood by the commentator as implying Vedanta- 
vichara.—T. ■ ■ 


* f This verse is a triplet. The commentator explains that Vedanta 
in the second line means S 'dnkhya, I think this is said because of the 
agreement between the Vedanta and the Sdnkhya in this respect not-. 

withstanding their difference in other respects. The object of the verse 
is to say that according to the Sdnkhya, there is no. necessity. for silent 
recitation' of mantras. Mental meditation, without the utterance of 
particular words, may lead to Brahma,— T a 
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cerned and again unconcerned (with silent recitations ).* 3 
The manner in which silent recitation is connected (with 
each of the two paths) and the cause I shall now explain. 
In both, as in the case of silent recitation, are needed the 
subduing of the senses and the fixing of the mind (after with- 
drawal from external objects ); 9 as also Truth, keeping up of the 
(sacred) fire, residence in solitude, meditation, penance, self- 
restraint, forgiveness, benevolence, abstemiousness in respect of 
food , 10 withdrawal from worldly attachments, the absence of 
talkativeness, and tranquillity. These constitute a Sacrifice in 
acts (leading to the fruition of desire about heaven or felicity 
in next iife).f Listen now to the course that consists of 
abstention (from acts ). 11 The manner in which the acts of the 
Reciter observing the vow of Brahmacharyya may cease, I 
will presently declare. Such a person should conduct himself 
in every way according to what has been (already) said by 
me .* 12 Betaking himself to the path of abstention, he should 
seek to exis languish his dependence on both the External and 
the Internal . 15 Sitting on ku;a grass, with kuga in hand, and 
binding his coronal locks with kuca, he should surround him- 
self with kuga, and have kuga for robes . 14 Bowing unto all 
earthly concerns, he should take leave of them and never think 
of them. Assuming equability by the aid of his mind, he 
should fix his mind on the mind itself . 16 Reciting the highly 
beneficial composition (viz., the Gdyatri), ho meditates with 
the aid of his intellect on Brahma alone. Afterwards he leaves 


* Both declare, as the commentator explains, that as long as one 
does not succeed in beholding one’s Soul, one may silently recite the 
Pranava or the original word Oni. When, however, one succeeds in 
beholding one’s Soul, then may one give up such recitation. — T 

+ There are two paths which one in this world may follow. One 
is called Pravirtti dharma and the other Nivirtti dharma . The first is 
41 course of actions,* the second of abstention from action. The attri- 
butes indicated in 10 and 11 belong to the first course or path. They 
are, therefore, called Pravarttaka yajna or Sacrifice having its origin 
in Pravirtti or action. — T. 

I L e he should first cleanse his heart by observing the virtues 
above enumerated. — T, 
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off even that, being then .absorbed in concentred contempla- 
tion .* 10 In consequence of his depen dance on the strength of 
the Qdyairi which he recites, this concentered contemplation 
will come of itself. By penances, he attains to purity of son!, 
and self-restraint, and cessation of aversion and desired 7 Freed 
from attachment and delusion, above the influence of all 
pairs of opposites (such as heat and cold, joy and sorrow, &c.), 
he never grieves and never suffers himself to be drawn towards 
worldly objects. He does not regard himself as the actor 
nor as the enjoyer or sufferer of the. consequences of his acts . 15 
He never, through selfishness, fixes his mind on anything. 
Without being employed in the acquisition of wealth, he 
abstains also from disregarding or insulting others, but not 
from work . 19 The work in which he is employed is that of 
meditation ; he is devoted to meditation, and seeks meditation 
unalterably. By meditation he succeeds in bringing about 
concentred contemplation, and then gradually leaves off 
meditation itself . 20 In that state he enjoys the felicity which 
attaches to the abandonment of all things. Having thorough- 
ly mastered the principle of desire, he casts off his life- 
breaths and then enters into the Brahmic body . 21 Or, if he 
does not desire to enter into the Brahmic body, he at once 
goes upwards into the region of Brahma and has never to un- 
dergo rebirth . 22 Having become tranquillity's self, and being 
freed from all kinds of calamity, such a person, by depending 
upon his own intelligence, succeeds in attaining to that Soul 
which is pure and immortal and which is without a stain/ 

Section OXO VII. 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘Thou hast said that as regards Re- 
citers, they obtain this very high end.f I beg to enquire 

* Sam&Jhi is that meditation in which the senses having been all 
withdrawn into the mind, the mind, as explained previously, is made 
to dwell on Brahma alone.— T. 

t The end declared by Bhishma in the previous section is the suc- 
cess of yoyo-, or freedom from decrepitude and d6ath, or death at will? 
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whether this is their only end or there is any other to which 
•they attain/ 1 

“Bhishma said,— * Listen with . concentrated attention, 0 
■puissant monarch, to the end that silent Reciters attain, and 
to the diverse kinds of hell into which they sink, O bull 
among men ! 2 That Reciter who does not at first conduct 
himself according to the method that has been laid down, 
and who connot complete the ritual or course of discipline 
laid down, has to go to hell,* 3 That Reciter who goes on 
without taifch, who is not contented with his work, and who 
takes no pleasure in it, goes to hell, without doubt. 4 They 
who follow the ritual with pride in their hearts, all go to 
hell. That Reciter who insults and disregards others has to 
go to hell. 5 That man who betakes himself to silent recita- 
tion under the influence of stupifaction and from desire of 
fruit, obtains all those things upon which his heart becomes 
set.f a That Reciter whose heart becomes set upon the attri- 
butes that go by the name of divinity, has to incur hell and 
never becomes freed from it4 7 That Reciter who betakes 
himself to recitation under the influence of attachments (to 
Earthly objects such as wealth, wives, &c.), obtain those ob- 
jects upon which their hearts are set. s That Reciter of wick- 
ed understanding and uncleansed soul who sets himself to his 
work with an unstable mind, obtains an unstable end or goes 
into hell 0 That Reciter who is not endued with wisdom and 


or absorption into Brahma, or independent existence in a beatific condk 
tion. — T* 

* It should be noted that ‘hell , 5 as here used, means the opposite of 
Emancipation. A Reciter may attain to the joys of heaven, but com* 
pared to Emancipation, they are hell, there being the obligation of re- 
birth attached to them. — T. 

f Even this is a kind of hell, for there is re-birth attached to it, — ' T, 

+ Aimaryya or the attributes of godhead are certain extraordinary 
powers attained by yogins and Reciters. They are the power to 
become minute or huge in shape, or go whithersoever at will, &c* 
These are likened to hell, because of the obligation of re-birth that 
attaches to them. Nothing less than Emancipation or the absorption 
into the Supreme Soul is the end that should be striven for, — T, 

11 . 
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who is foolish, becomes stupifted or deluded; and in con so 
quence of such delusion lias to go to hell where he is obliged 
to indulge in regrets .'* 10 If a person of even firm heart, re- 
volving to complete the discipline, betakes to recitation, but 
fails to attain to completion in consequence of his having 
■freed himself from attachments by a violent stretch without 
genuine conviction of their inutility or harmful character, he 
•also has to go to hell/f 11 

“Yudhishthira said,— When the Reciter attains to the 
essence of that which exists in its own nature (without being 
anything like created or born objects), which is Supreme, 
which is indescribable and inconceivable, and which dwells 
dn the syllable dm forming the subject of both recitation and 
meditation, (indeed, when Reciters attain to a state of Brah- 
ma), why is it that they have again to take birth in embodied 
forms ?’ 12 

“BMshraa said, — 'In consequence of the absence of true 
knowledge and wisdom, Reciters obtain diverse descriptions 
*>f hell. The discipline followed by Reciters is certainly very 
superior. These, however, that I have spoken of are the 
faults that appertain to it/ ” is 


Section CXCVIIL 

: “Yudhishthira said,— 'Tell me what description of hell is 

obtained by a Reciter? I feel, O king, a curiosity to know 
this. It behoveth thee to discourse to me on the subject f 1 

“Bhishma said,— 'Thou hast sprung from a portion of the 
god of righteousness. Thou art by nature observant of 
righteousness. Listen, O sinless one, with undivided atten- 
tion, to these words resting on righteousness as their basis , 2 
Those regions that are owned by the high-souled gods, that 

* In the Bengal texts there is a vicious line beginning with Prcijmt 
&e. The Bombay text omits it, making both 10 and 11 couplets, instead 
of taking 11 as a triplet.— T. 

t N'a mmyuktah is explained by the commentator as mnrahiopi ha< 
them iyahiabhogah^ T, 
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arc of diverse aspects and colors, of diverse descriptions and 
productive of diverse fruits/ 1 and that are of great excellence, 
those cars again that move at the will of the riders, those 
beautiful mansions and hells, those various pleasure-gardens 
embellished with golden lotuses/ those regions that belong 
to the four Regents and Cukra and V rihaspati and the 
Maruts and Vigwedevas and Saddhyas and the A^wins/ and 
the Rudras and the Adityas and the Vasus, and other deni* 
sens of heaven, are, 0 sire, spoken of as hells, when -com- 
pared with the region of the Supreme Soul/ The region 
last spoken of is without any fear (of change for the worse), 
in create (and therefore, in its true nature), without pain of any 
kind (such as ignorance and delusion), without any agree- 
able or disagreeable element, beyond the reach of the three 
attributes (of Satwa , Rajas , and Tamas ), freed from the eight 
incidents (viz,, the five primal elements, the senses, the mind, 
and the intellect), without the three (distinctions between 
the 1c newer, the known, and act of knowing) ; 7 freed also 
from the four attributes (seeing, hearing, thinking, and know- 
ing),* without the fourfold causes (of knowledge), without 
joy and delight and sorrow and disease/ Time (in his forms 
of past, present, and future) arises there for use. Time is 
not the ruler there. That supreme region is the ruler of 
Time as also of Heaven/ That Reciter who becomes identi- 
fied with his Soul (by withdrawing everything into it), goes 
thither. He has, after this, never to feel any sorrow. This 
region is called Supreme. The other regions (of which I have 
first spoken) are hell/ 0 I have not told thee of all those 
regions that are called hell Indeed, in comparison with that 
foremost of regions all the others are called hell 3 ” il 


* For there no forms exist to become the objects of such functions. 
All is pure knowledge there, independent of chose ordinary opera- 
tions that help created beings to acquire knowledge*— X? 
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Section GXCIX. 

“YudhMbilrira said,— ‘Thw badsi referred to the di.-i-uk. 
between Time, Mrityu, Yama, Ikshaku, and a Bratonaua. It 
beh-oveth thee to narrate the story in full / 1 

“Bhishma* said, — ‘In connection with this subject# that I 
am discoursing upon, is cited the old hktofj °f vhat t-ano 
pired between Buryak son Ikshaku and a certain Brahmana/ 
and Time and Mirlvu, Listen to me- as to what occurred, and 
what was the conversation that took place between them, 
and the place where it happened/ There was a certain Bvah- 
mana of great fame and pious behaviour. He was a Reciter, 
Possessed of great wisdom, he was conversant with the six 
Angas (of the Vedas), He was of the Kugika race and son of 
Pippalada .* 4 He acquired (by his austerities) spiritual in- 
sight into the Angas.f Residing at the foot of Himavat, he 
was devoted to the Vedas . 5 Silently reciting the Gayatri 
composition,, he practised severe austerities for attaining to 
Brahma , A thousand years passed over his head while he 
was engaged in the observance of vows and fasts/ The 
goddess (of Gayatri or Savitri) showed herself to him and 
said, — I am gratified with thee! — Continuing to recite the 
sacred mantra, the Brahman a remained silent and spoke 
not a word to the goddess/ The goddess felt compassion for 
him and became highly gratified. Then that progenitrix of 
the Vedas applauded that recitation in which the Brahmana 
had been engaged , 8 After finishing his recitation (for that 
day) the Brahmana stood up and, bending his head, pros- 
trated himself before the goddess's feet. The righteous-souled 
Reciter, addressing the goddess, said/ — By g 00 ^ luck, O 
goddess, thou hast been gratified with me and shown thyself 


* The six Angas are Oifaka 3 Kalpa y Vydharcmch Nirukta^ Ccchando , 
and Jy&tuk— T. 

t L e. t an insight not obtained in the ordinary way but by intub 
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tome! If, Indeed, thou art gratified with me, the boon I 
ask Is that my heart may take pleasure in the act of recita- 
tion !— 10 

w ‘Savltri said,— What dost thou ask, O regenerate Rishi ? 
What wish of thine shall I accomplish ? Tell me, 0 foremost 
of Reciters, everything will be as thou wishest i u — Thus 
addressed by the goddess, the Brahman a, conversant with 
duties, replied, saying, — Let my wish about continuing my 
recitations go on increasing every moment ! 12 Let also, 0 
auspicious goddess, the absorption of my mind into Sumadhi 
be more complete 1 — The goddess sweetly said, — Let it be 
as thou wishest P— Desiring to do good to the Brahmana, 
the goddess once again addressed him, saying,— Thou shalfc 
not have to go to hell, i, e., thither where great Brahman as 
go t u Thou shalt go into the region of Brahma which is 
increate and free from every fault. I go hence, but that 
which thou hast asked me shall happen !* 15 Go on reciting 
with restrained soul and rapt attention ! The god Dharma 
will in person come to thee ! Time, Mritju and Yama also 
will all approach thy presence. There will be a dispute here 
between them and thee on a question of morality !’ — 10 

“Bhishma continued, — 'Having said these words the god- 
dess went back to her own abode. The Brahmana continued 
engaged in recitation for a thousand celestial years. Res- 
training wrath, and always controlling self, he passed his 
time, firmly devoting himself to truth and freed from malice. 17 
Upon the completion of his observance by the intelligent 
Brahmana, Dharma, gratified with him, showed his person 
unto that regenerate individual. 13 

“ 'Dharma said,— 0 regenerate one, behold me who am 
Dharma! I have come here for seeing thee! Thou hast 
won the reward of this recitation in which thou hadst been 
engaged. Listen to me as to what that reward is l 13 Thou 
hast won all the regions of felicity which appertain to either 
gods or men. O good man, thou shalt ascend above all the 

* K, P. Singha mistranslates the word sadhaye. It means ‘I go/ 
and not C I will strive &c/ - The Burdwan translator is correct.— T. , 
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Section OXOIX. 

"YudbisWshira said,— ‘ Thou bads# referred to the dilute 
between Time, Mrityu, Yarm, Ikshaku, and a Brahmana. It 
be hove th thee to narrate the story in full, 1 

“Bhishma said, — -‘In connection with this subject that I 
sun discoursing upon, is cited the old history of what trans- 
pired between Susrya’s son Ikshaku and a certain Biahinauu, 
and Time and Mirtyu. Listen to me as to what occurred, and 
what was the conversation that took place between them, 
and the place where it happened, 5 There was a certain Bsah- 
mana of great fame and pious behaviour. He was a Reciter, 
possessed ol great wisdom y lie was conversant with the six 
Angas (of the Vedas). He was of the- Kugika race and son of 
Pippalada^'- He acquired (by his austerities) spiritual in** 
sight into the Anga&.f Residing at the foot of Bimavat, he 
was devoted to the Vedas. 5 Silently reciting the Gayidri 
composition, he practised severe austerities for attaining to 
Brahma, A thousand years passed over his head while he 
was engaged in the observance of vows and fasts. G The 
goddess (of Gdyatri or Savitri) showed herself to him and 
said, —I am gratified with thee ! — Continuing to recite the 
sacred mantra, the Brahman a remained silent and spoke 
not a word to the goddess. 7 The goddess felt compassion for 
him and became highly gratified. Then that progenitrix of 
the Vedas applauded that recitation in which the Brahmana 
had been engaged. 8 After finishing his recitation (for that 
day) the Brahmana stood up and, bending his head, pros- 
trated himself before the goddess's feet. The righteous-sou led 
Reciter, addressing the goddess, said/— By good luck, 0 
goddess, thou hast been gratified with me and shown thyself 


* The six Angas are Cihha^ Kalpa, Vgdkamna, NiruMa, CccJianda f 
and JifotisL— T. 

f L 0 .j an insight not obtained- in the 'ordinary way but by intui- 
tion.*— Tv 
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tome; It, indeed, thou art gratified with me, the boon I 
ask Is that my heart may take pleasure in the act of recita- 
tion ! — 10 

‘Savitri said,— What dost thou ask, 0 regenerate Eishi ? 
What wish of thine shall I accomplish ? Tell me, 0 foremost 
of Reciters, everything will be as thou wishest ! u — Thus 
addressed by the goddess, the Brahmana, conversant with 
duties, replied, saying,— Let my wish about continuing my 
recitations go on increasing every moment! 13 Let also, O 
auspicious goddess, the absorption of my mind into Samddhi 
be more complete I— The goddess sweetly said,— Let it be 
as thou wishest P— Desiring to do good to the Brahmana, 
the goddess once again addressed him, saying,— Thou shalfc 
not have to go to hell, i. c., thither where great Brahman as 
go P Thou shalt go into the region of Brahma which is 
in create and free from every fault. I go hence, but that 
which thou hast asked me shall happen !* 15 Go on reciting 
with restrained soul and rapt attention 1 The god Dharma 
will in person come to thee ! Time, Mritvu and Yama also 
will all approach thy presence. There will be a dispute here 
between them and thee on a question of morality I* — 16 

“Blilshuia continued, — "Having said these words the god- 
dess went back to her own abode. The Brahmana continued 
engaged in recitation for a thousand celestial years. Res- 
training wrath, and always controlling self, he passed his 
time, firmly devoting himself to truth and freed from malice. 17 
Upon the completion of his observance by the intelligent 
Brahmana, Dharma, gratified with him, showed his person 
unto that regenerate individual 13 

44 ‘Dharma said, — 0 regenerate one, behold me who am 
Dharma 1 I have come here for seeing thee ! Thou hast 
won the reward of this recitation in which thou hadst been 
engaged. Listen to me as to what that reward is P Thou 
hast won all the regions of felicity which appertain to either 
gods or men. O good man, thou shalt ascend above all the 

* K, F. Singha mistranslates the word mdhayz, It means ‘I go/ 
and not £ I will strive &cP ■ The Bur d wan translator is correct.— ~I# , 
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abodes of the deities ! M 0 ascetic, cast off thy vital breaths 
then, and go unto whatever regions thou pleasest ; By casting 
off thy body thou wilt win many regions of felicity !— 21 

“ ‘The Brahmina said, — 'What business have I with those 
regions of felicity of which thou speakest ? 0 Dharma, go 

whithersoever thou pleasest ! I will not, 0 puissant lord, 
cast off this body which is subject to much happiness and 
misery ! — 22 

« ‘Dharma said, — Thy body, O foremost of ascetics, should 
certainly be cast off. Do thou ascend to heaven, 0 Brak- 
mana ! Or, tell us what else would please thee, 0 sinless 
one ' — 23 

“ ‘The Brahman a said, — I do not, 0 puissant lord, wish to 
reside in heaven itself without this body of mine ! Leave 
me, 0 Dharma ! I have no desire to go to heaven itself 
without my own body ’. — 24 

“ ‘Dharma said, — Without (thus) setting thy heart on thy 
body, cast it off and be happy ! Go into regions that are free 
from the attribute of Passion. Indeed, going thither, thou 
shalt never have to feel any misery ! — 25 

“ ‘The Brahmana said, — 0 highly-blessed one, I take great 
pleasure in recitation. What need have I for those eternal 
regions of which thou speakest ? Indeed, 0 puissant lord, I do 
not desire to go to heaven with even this body of mine ! — 20 
“.‘Dharma said, — If thou dost not wish to cast off thy 
body, behold, 0 regenerate one, there is Time, and there is 
Mrityu, and there is Yama, who are all approaching thee !■ — " ? 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘After Dharma had said this, Viva- 
swat’s son (Yama), Time, and Mrityu,— the trio (who snatch 
away all creatures' from the Earth), approached that Brah- 
mana, 0 blessed king, and addressed him thus. 25 

“‘Yama said, — I am Yama. I say unto thee that a high 
reward awaits thee .for these well-performed penances. of thine, 

and for this pious conduct that thou hast observed ! 25 

“ ‘Time said, — Thou hast won a high reward , which is, in- 
deed, commensurate with this course of recitation that thou 
hast finished ! The time is come for thee to ascend to heaven. 
I am Time and I have come to thee ! — ^ 
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“ ‘Mrityu said, — 0 thou that art conversant with right- 
eusness, know me for Mrityu herself in her own proper form ! 

I have come to thee in person, urged by Time, for bearing 
thee hence, O Brahman a !— SI 

“ ‘The Brahmana said, — Welcome to Surya’s son, to Time 
possessed of high soul, to Mrityu, and to Dharma ! What 
shall I accomplish for you all ! — ’ 32 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘In that meeting, the Brahmana . 
gave them water to wash their feet, and the usual articles of 
the Arghya. Highly gratified, he then addressed them, say- 
ing, — What shall I do for you all by exerting my own 
might? 83 — Just at that time, 0 monarch, (king) Ikshaku, 
who had set out on a sojourn to holy waters and shrines, came 
to that spot where those deities had been assembled together. 34 
The royal sage Ikshaku bowed his head and worshipped them 
all. That best of kings then enquired after the welfare of all 
of them/ 6 The Brahmana gave the king a seat, as also water 
to wash his feet, and the usual Arghyn. Having next made 
the usual enquiries of courtesy, he said, 88 — Thou art welcome, 

0 great monarch i Tell me all thy wishes ! Let thy noble 
self tell me what I shall have to accomplish for thee by put- 
ting forth my might ! — s7 

“‘The king said, — I am a king. Thou art a Brahmana in 
the observance of the six well-known duties. (I cannot ask), 

1 will give thee some wealth. That is well-known. Tell me 
how much I shall give thee ! — 38 

« ‘The Brahmana said,— -There are two kinds of Brahmanas, 
0 monarch 1 Morality or righteousness also is of two kinds . 
addiction to work, and abstention from work. As regards 
myself, I have abstained from acceptance of gifts/ 8 Give 
■presents unto them, 0 king, that are addicted to the duty of 
work and acceptance. I shall not, therefore, accept anything 
in gift. On the other hand, I ask thee, what is lor thy 
good? What, indeed, shall I give thee? Tell me, 0 fore- 
most of kings, and I shall accomplish it with the aid of my 
penances 1 — 48 

“ ‘The king said,— I am a Kshatriya. I do not know how 
■ to say the word — (rive. The only thing, 0 best of regenerate 
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persons, that we can say (by way of asking) is —Give (ns) 
battle ! — 41 

“ ‘The Brahmana said, — Thou art content with the obser- 
vance of the duties of thy order. Similarly I am content 
with the duties of mine, 0 king ! There is, therefore, little 
difference between us. Do thou as thou pleasest ! — 42 

“ ‘The king said, — Thou saidst these words first, viz,, — I 
shall give thee according to my might ! — I, therefore, solicit 
thee, 0 regenerate one, — Give me the fruits of this recitation, 
(which thou hast gone through) ! — 43 

“ ‘The Brahmana said, — Thou wert boasting that thy 
utterances al ways solicit battle. Why then dost thou not 
solicit battle with me ? — 44 

“ ‘The king said, — It has been said that Brahman as are 
armed with the thunder of speech, and that Kshatriyas have 
might of arms. Hence, 0 learned Brahmana, this wordy 
warfare has set in between thee and me ! — 45 

“‘The Brahmana said, — As regards myself, even that is 
my resolution today ! What shall I give thee according to 
my might? Tell me, 0 king of kings, and I shall give thee, 
having wealth of my own. Do not tarry ! — 40 

“ ‘The king said,— If, indeed, thou desirest to give me 
anything, then give me the fruits thou hast earned by prac- 
tising recitation for these thousand years ! — 47 

“ ‘The Brahmana said, — Take the highest fruit of the re- 
citations I have gone through. Indeed, take half, without 
any scruple, of that fruit ! 43 Or, 0 king, If thou wishest, take 
without any scruple the entire fruits of my recitations ! — itl 
“ ‘The king said, — Blessed be thou, I have no need for 
the fruits of thy recitations which I have solicited. Blessings 
on thy head ! I am about to leave thebi Tell me, however, 
what those fruits are (of thy recitations) I — 50 

“ ‘The Brahmana said,— I have no knowledge of the fruits 
I have won. I have, however, given thee those fruits that I 
have acquired by recitation. These, viz., Dharma and Time, 
and Yarna, and Mrityu, are witnesses (of the act of gift). — 51 
“‘I he king said, — What will the fruits, that are unknown, 
of these thy observances, do for me ? If thou dost not tell 
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me what the fruits are of thy recitations, let those fruits be 
thine, for without doubt I do not wish for them !— 62 

“ 'The Brahmana said, — I will not accept any other utter- 
ance (from thee), I have given thee the fruits of my recita- 
tions. Let, 0 royal sage, both thy words and mine become 
true ]*■> As regards my recitations, I never cherished any 
specific desire to accomplish. How then, 0 tiger among 
kings, should I have any knowledge of what the fruits are 
of those recitations- ? 54 Thou saidst,— Give !— I said— I give! 

T shall not falsify these words. Keep the truth* Be calm ! 55 
If thou refuses*; to keep my word, 0 king, great will be 
thy sin due to falsehood ! i,fi O chastiser of foes, it does not* 
become thee to utter what is untrue. Similarly, I dare nots 
falsify what I have uttered. 57 I have, before this, unhesita- 
tingly said , — I give! — If, therefore, thou art firm in truth, 
accept my gift,* 3 Coming here, 0 king, thou didst solicit of 
me the fruits of my recitations. Therefore, take what I have 
given away, if, indeed, thou art firm in truth ! 59 He who is 
addicted to falsehood hath neither this world nor the next* 
Such a person fails to rescue his (deceased) ancestors. How 
again shall he succeed in doing good to his (unborn) pro- 
geny ? b0 The rewards of sacrifices and gifts, as also of fast a 
and religious observances, are not so efficacious in rescuing (a 
person from evil and hell) as Truth, O bull among men, in 
both this and the next world ! (5i All the penances that have 
been undergone by thee and all those that thou wilt undergo 
in the future for hundreds and thousands of years do not 
possess efficacy greater than that of Truth, 02 Truth is the 
one unde teriora ting Brahma . Truth is the one undeteriorat- 
ing Penance. Truth is the one undeteriorating Sacrifice* 
Truth is the one undeteriorating Veda. 03 Truth is awake in 
the Vedas. The fruits attached to Truth have been said to 
be the highest. From Truth arise Righteousness and Self- 
restraint. Everything rests on Truth.** Truth is the Vedas 
and their branches. Truth is Knowledge. Truth is the Or- 
dinance. Truth is the observance of vows and fasts. Truth 
is the Primeval Word 0m. €6 Truth is the origin of creatures* 
Truth is their progeny. It is by Truth that the Wind moves, 
12 
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It is by Truth that the Sim gives heat. 56 It is by Truth 
that Fire burns. It is on Truth that Heaven rests. Truth 
is Sacrifice, Penance, Vedas, the utterance of Banians, JIan- 
tras, and Saraswati. 67 It hath been heard by us that once 
en a time Truth and all religious observances were placed on 
a pair of scales. When both were weighed, that scale on 
which Truth was, was seen to be heavier. 53 There is Truth 
where Righteousness is. Everything increaseth through Truth, 
Why, 0 king, dost thou wish to do an act that is stained 
with falsehood ? M Be firm in Truth. Do not act falsely, Q 
monarch ! Why wouldst thou falsify the words — Give (me) ! 
—which thou hast uttered ? 70 If thou refuses!;, 0 monarch, 
to accept the fruits that I have given thee of my recitations, 
thou shalt then have to wander over the world, fallen away 
from Righteousness ! 71 That person who does not give after 
having promised, and he also that does not accept after having 
solicited, are both stained with falsehood. It behoveth thee 

therefore, not to falsify thy own words I * 72 

‘“The king said, -To fight and to protect (subjects'! are 
the duties of Kshairiyas. It is said that Kshatriyas are 

ETcb°'*«jr‘ ,) ‘ H<nr shaM itake •*«■« from 


' ‘The Brahmana said,— I never insisted on thee, O king 
(for accepting anything from me in the first instance). I did 

Thyseif> ^ he ^ *** 

W by then dost thou not take ? 74 

7 * b0th “ 1 ™ Pharma Mm- 
self . Let there be no dispute between you ! Let the BrSh 

“ : leoome c ," a r d * «.cun g t % ;; d 

he monarch also obtain the merit of Truth !— 75 
“ ‘Heaven said, -Know, 0 great king, that I am Heaven’s 
self m my embodied form, come hither in person Let Ihis 
ispute between you cease. You are both equal in respect 

f ! h ir m ° r rewards that y° u have earned L 7 * 1 

The king said,-I have no use with Heaven r n 

Heaven, to the place you have come fronr- If tht 1 ^ 

Brahmana desires to repair to Hi t 1. 1 • * *^ ls ^ earne d 

ttat I have won (by m y Mts ^ B A take tie 
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“ ‘The Brahmana said,— In my younger days I had, through 
Ignorance, stretched my hand (for acceptance of gifts). At 
present, however, I recite the Gdyatri , observing, the duty 
of 'abstention *” Why dost thou, O king, tempt me thus, 
me who have for a long time observed the duty of abstention l 
I shall myself do what my duty is, I do not wish to have, 
any share of the rewards won by thee, O monarch ! I am 
devoted to penances and to study of the Yedas, and I have 
abstained from acceptance ! — 7fl 

u king said,— If, 0 Brahmana, thou art really to give 

me the excellent reward of thy recitation, then let half that 
reward be mine, thyself taking at the same time half the 
reward that I myself have won by my acts ! 80 Brahmanas are 
engaged in the duty of acceptance. Persons born in the 
royal order are engaged in the duty of giving. If thou art 
not unaware of the duties (laid down for both the orders), 
let our fruits be equal (according to the suggestion I have 
made). 81 Or, if thou dost not wish to be my equal in respect 
of our rewards, take then the whole of the rewards that I 
may have won ! Do take the merit I have won if thou wishest 
to show me grace ! — * 82 

“Bhishoia continued,— ‘At this time two individuals of 
very ungainly aspect came there. Each had his arm upon the 
others shoulder ; both were ill-dressed. They said these 
words : s * — Thou owest me nothing! — I really owe thee! — If 
we dispute in this way, here is the king who ruleth indivi- 
duals ! 84 — I say truly, thou owest me nothing ! — Thou speakest 
falsely. I do owe thee a debt ! 85 — Both of them, waxing' 


* Work and Abstention from work are the two courses of duty pres- 
cribed or followed. — T. 

t It seems that Yikrita had given away a cow. He had then made 
a gift to Virupa of the merit he had won by that righteous act* — T. 




« ‘Vikrita said,— This Virupa, 0 monarch, oweth me no- 
thing. He speaks a falsehood with the appearance of truth, 
O king !— 88 

“ ‘The king- said/— 1 Tell me, O Virupa,. what is that which 
thou owes! thy friend here* It is my resolution to first hear 
thee and then do what is proper l — 85 

« ‘Virupa said, — Hear attentively, 0 king, all the circums- 
lances in detail about how I owe rny companion, vk. t this* 
Vikrita, O ruler of men l c0 This Vikrita had, in bygone 
days, for the sake of winning merit, 0 sinless one, given; 
away an auspicious cow, 0 royal sage, unto a Brahman a de- 
voted to penances and the study of the Vedas/ 1 Going unto 
him, O king, I begged of him the reward of that act, With 
a pure heart, Vikrita made a gift to me of that reward/- I 
then, for my purification, did some good acts, I also pur- 
chased two kapilct cows with calves, both of which used to 
yield large quantities of milk , 83 I then made a present, 
according to due rites and with proper devotion, of those 
two cows unto a poor Brahman a living by the Unccha* 
method. Having formerly accepted the gift from my compa- 
nion, I desire, O lord, even here, to give him in return twice 
the reward If The circumstances being such, G tiger among 
men, who amongst us two shall be innocent and who guilty 
(according to your judgment ).? 94 * 85 Disputing with each other 
about this, we have both come to thee, O monarch ! Whe- 
ther thou judgest rightly or wrongly, establish both of us 
in peace , 96 If this my companion does not wish to take from 
me in return a gift equal to what he gave me, thou shall have 
to judge patiently and set us both on the right track l — 97 
“ 'The king said, — Why do you not accept payment that 
is sought to be made of the debt that is owing to thee ? Do 
not delay, but accept payment of what thou knowest is thy 
due I ™ 98 


* Ticking solitary grains from the crevices in the fields after the 
• crops have been gathered and taken away.— T. 

t He gave me the merit he won by giving away one cow. I wish to 
give him in return the merit I have won by giving away two cows,— -T. 


“ ‘"V ikrita Bald, — This one says that he owes me. I say 
tmfco him that what I gave I give away. He doth not, there- 
fore, owe me anything. Let him go whithersoever he wishes. — 09 
* e ‘The king said, — He is ready to give thee. Thou, how- 
ever. art unwilling to take. This does not seem proper to 
me ! I think that thou deservest punishment for this. There 
is little doubt in this ! — 100 

ikrita said,— I made a gift to him, 0 royal sage ! How 
can I take it back ? If I am guilty in this, do thou pro- 
nounce the punishment, O puissant one ! — 101 

“ ‘Virupa said, — If thou refusest to take when I am ready 
to give, this king will certainly punish thee, for he is an up- 
holder of justice. — 102 

“ ‘Vikrita said, — Solicited by him I gave him what was 
my own. How shall I now retake that ? Thou mayst go 
away. Thou hast my leave ! — 105 

“ £ The Brahmana said, — Thou hast heard, 0 king, the 
words of these two. Do thou take without scruple that which 
I have pledged myself to give thee ! — 104 

“ ‘The king said, — This matter is, indeed, as deep (in im- 
portance) as an unfathomable pit. How will the pertinacity 
of this Reciter end ? 105 If I do not accept what has been given 
by this Brahmana, how shall I avoid being stained with a great 
sin ? lf: ® — The royal sage then said unto the two disputants, — 
Go ye both, having won your respective objects. I should see 
that kingly duties, vested in me, may not become futile, 107 It 
is settled that kings should observe the duties laid down for 
them. To my misfortune, however, the course of duties pres- 
cribed for Brahmanas has possessed my wretched self !'* — 108 

* Verses 107 and 108 are rather obscure. What the king says in 
107 seems to be that you two have referred your dispute to me who am 
a king. I cannot shirk my duty, but am bound to judge fairly between 
your I should see that kingly duties should not, so far as I am con- 
cerned, become futile. In 108 he says, being a king I should discharge 
the duties of a king, i. e., I should judge disputes, and Give, if need be, 
but never take* Unfortunately, the situation is such that I am obliged 
to act as a Brahmana by taking what this . particular Brahmana is 
desirous of offering.— T. , V 
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“ ‘^he Brahmana said, — Accept, O king ! I owe thee ! 
Thou didst solicit it, and I also have become pledged (to give 
thee)! If, however, thou refuse to take, 0 monarch, I shall 
without doubt curse thee !— ICS 

“ ‘The king said,— Fie on kingly duties, the settled eon el a- 
sion about the operation of which is even such ! I should, 
however, take what thou givest, for only this reason, v is., ren- 
dering the two courses of duty exactly equal ,* 110 This my 
hand, that was never before (stretched forth for acceptance 
of gifts) is now stretched forth (for acceptance as also) for 
giving away. Give me what thou owest me !— 111 

The Brahmana said, — If I have won any fruits by recit- 
ing the Gayatri, accept them all j 112 

“ ‘The king said,— These drops of water, behold, 0 fore- 
m0S ; of Brahmanas, have fallen upon my hand, I also desire 
to give theC. Accept my gift. Let there be equality between 
us (through thy accepting my gift as I have accepted thine) ! 113 

' rj lr T s f d ’~ Knov ’ 0 that we two are Desire 

and WL It hath been by us that thou hast been induced 

J* !, ln thls wa y ! Thou hast made a gift in return to the 
Brahmana. Let there be equality between thee and this 

lST! ° f regi ° DSOf feii< % in the next 
is Vikrita really does not owe me anything. We 
appealed to thee for thy own sake. Time, Dharma, £ri^ 
n we wo, have examined everything about thee, here in 
J very presence, by producing this friction between thee and 
iat Brahmana. Go now, as thou choosest, to those regions of 

fehc^wh.oh “ 0 " h “‘ W °“ ^ thy deed, , J” 

„W f 11 1 hl ™ told thee ho, Bociter- 

- hW„ the It tuts (o f their reei«io») ™d wh>t> J%1 

! *' This V6rse also seems to be very obscure Th» !-• . 

^nation, it seems, prompts him to oblige the* Brahma^ l 
lusgift. The ordinances about kingly duties re tr v 7 aCCepthlg 
condemnation of those duties T» ti , s n hlm - Hence his 

that he is morally bound to accent « ^ “ t0 sa >' 

-imu„ „ zi‘: rZls :; ; h ,d “??■ io . “ k> * «« 

p° make bofch courses of duty (viz ff, P rr t ? a ° 3 le will be 
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their end, what the spot, and what the regions, that a Reciter 
may win. 11 * A Reciter of Odyatri goes to the supreme god 
Brahman, or repairs to Agni or enters the region of Surya. 118 
If he sports there in his (new) energetic form, then stupified 
by such attachment, he catches the attributes of those parti- 
cular regions.* 119 The same becomes the case with him if he 
goes to Soma, or Vayu, or Earth, or Space. The fact is, he 
cjtwells in all these, with attachment, and displays the attri- 
butes peculiar to those regions. 12 ' 0 If, however, he goes to 
those regions after having freed himself from attachments, 
and feels a mistrust (respecting the felicity he enjoys) and 
wishes for That Which is Supreme and Immutable, he then 
enters even That. 121 In that case he attains to the ambrosia 
of ambrosia, to a state free from desire and destitute of 
separate consciousness. He becomes Brahma's self, freed 
from the influence of opposites, happy, tranquil, and with- 
out; pain.f 122 Indeed, he attains to that condition which is 
free from pain, which is tranquillity’s self, which is called 
Brahma , whence there is no return, and which is styled the 
One and Immutable. 125 He becomes freed from the four 
means of apprehension, $ the six conditions, and also the other 
six and ten attributes.! Transcending the Creator (Brah- 
man), he attains to absorption into the One Supreme Soul. 124 
Or, if under the influence of attachments, he wishes not for 
such absorption, but desires to have a separate existence as 
dependent on that Supreme Cause of everything, then he 
obtains the fruition of everything for which he cherishes a 
wish. 123 Or, if he looks (with aversion) upon all regions of 
felicity, which have been (as previously stated) called hells, 
he then, driving off desire and freed from everything, enjoys 


* This is not Emancipation, but merely terminable felicity. — T. 

f Attains to Emancipation or Absorption into the essence of 
‘Brahma* — T. 

X These are Direct knowledge (through the senses), Revelation, In- 
ference, and Intuition. — T. 

$ The first six are Hunger, Thirst, Grief, Delusion, Disease, and 
Death. The other sixteen are the five breaths, the ten senses, and the 
mind, — T, 
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supreme felicity even in those very regions* 136 Thus, <> 
monarch, I have discoursed to thee about the end attained 
by Reciters. I have told thee everything. What else wish- 
est thou to hear V ” m 


Section CC. 

a Y udhishthira said,— ‘Tell me, 0 grandsire, what reply 
was given by either the Brahmana or the monarch to Yirupa 
after the conclusion of the latter’s speech. 1 What kind of 
end was it, amongst those described by thee, that they ob- 
tained? What, indeed, was the discourse that happened 
between them, and what did they do there ?’ 2 

“Bhishma said, — c The Brahmana, saying,— Let it be as 
thou hast said, — worshipped Dharma and Yama and Time 
and Mrityu and Heaven, all of whom were worthy of wor- 
ship. 8 He also worshipped all those foremost of Brahman as 
that had come there by bending his head unto them. Ad- 
dressing the monarch then, he said, 4 — Endued with the re- 
ward of my recitations, 0 royal sage, attain thou to a position 
of eminence ! With thy leave I shall set myself to my 
recitations again. 6 0 thou of great might, the goddess Savi- 
tri gave me a boon, saying, — Let thy devotion to recitation 
be continuous l-*- 6 

“ ‘The king said, — If thy success (in recitation) has be- 
come fruitless (in consequence of thy having given away 
those fruits unto me), and if thy heart be set upon practising 
again, go, 0 learned Brahmana, half and half with me, and 
let the reward of thy recitations themselves be thine If— 7 


* I think K. P. Singha misunderstands this verse. Three different 
ends are spoken off. One is absorption into Brahma ; the other is en- 
joyment .of ordinary felicity, which, of course, is terminable, and the 
last is the enjoyment of that felicity which is due to a freedom from 
desire and attachments. 126 speaks of this last kind of felicity.— T. 

t In the second line mrddham io not an indeclinable • or, if it be 
taken as such, the sense may still remain unaltered. What the mon- 
arch does is to call upon the Brahmana to share with the monarch the 
rewards that the monarch had won. — T. 
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{< ‘The Brahman a said, — Thou hast made strenuous efforts 
before ail these persons (for making me a sharer of the 
rewards in store for thee as the consequences of thy own acts). 
Let us then become equal in respect of our rewards (in next 
life), and let us go to receive that end which is ours, 8 — 
Knowing the resolve to which they came there, the chief of 
the gods came to that spot, accompanied by the deities and 
the Regents of the world. 9 The Sdddyas, the Yi^was, the 
Mantras , diverse kinds of loud and sweet music, the Rivers, 
the Mountains, the Seas, the Sacred Waters, 10 the Penances* 
the Ordinances about yoga , the Yedas, the Sounds that ac- 
company the singing of the Sdmans , Saras wati, Narada, 
Parvata, Vigwavasu, the Hahas, the Huhus, 11 the Ganclharvtt 
Chitrasena with all the members of his family, the Nagas, 
the Siddhas , the Munis, the god of gods, viz „ Prajapati, 1 ^ 
and the inconceivable and thousand-headed Vishnu himself, 
came there. Drums and trumpets were beat and blown in 
the. firmament. 13 Celestial flowers were rained down upon 
those high-souled beings. Bands of Apsarcts danced all 
around. 14 Heaven, in his embodied form, came there. Ad- 
dressing the Brahman a, he said, — Thou hast attained to suc- 
cess ! Thou art highly blessed I — Next addressing the mon- 
arch, lie said, — -Thou also, O king, hast attained to success ! 15 
—Those two persons then, 0 monarch, (viz., the Brahmana 
and the king), having done good to each other, withdrew 
their senses from the objects of the world. 10 Fixing the vital 
breaths Prana and Apdna and Samdna and Uddna and 
Vydna in the heart, they concentred the mind in France 
and Apdna united together. 17 They then placed the two 
united breaths in the abdomen, and directed their gaze to the 
tip of the nose and then immediately below the two eye- 
brows. They next held the two breaths, with the aid of the 
mind, in the spot that intervenes between, the two eye-brows, 
bringing them there very gradually. 18 With bodies perfectly 
inactive, they were absorbed with fixed gaze. Having con- 
trol over their souls, they then placed the soul within the 
brain. 19 Then piercing the crown of the high-souled Brah- 
mana a fiery flame of great splendour ascended to heaven. 20 
13 
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Loud exclamations of woe, uttered by all 
heard on all sides. Its praises hymned by all, that spurn do. 
then entered Brahman’s self . 22 The Great grandsme, aavaut- 
iDg forward, addressed that splendour which had assume, 
a form of the tallness of a span saying,-V elcome r- And 
once more he uttered these sweet words -.-Yen!?, Kecnu-i. 
U to the same end with the ycgins- The attornment 
by the yogin of his end is an object of direct vision unto 
all these (here assembled). As regards Reciters, there is 
this distinction, that the honor is ordained for them oi 
Brahman’s advancing forward to receive them (after their 
departure from Earth) * 2 ‘ Dwell thou in me— Thus spoke 
Brahman and once more imparted consciousness into that 
splendour. Indeed, the Brahman a then, freed from all 
anxieties, entered the mouth of the Creator . 25 The monarch 
(Ikshaku) also, after the same manner, entered the divine 
Grandsire like that foremost of Brahmanas . 20 The (assembled) 
deities saluted the Self-born and said, -A very superior 
end is, indeed, ordained for Reciters ! 21 This exertion (that 
we have seen thee put forth) is for Reciters. As regards 
ourselves, we came hither for beholding it ! Thou hast made 
these two equal, rendered them equal honor, and bestowed 
upon them an equal end ! 28 The high end that is reserved for 
both yog'ms and Reciters has been seen by us today ! Tran- 
scending all regions (of felicity), these two are capable of 
going whithersoever they wish ! — 23 

“‘Brahman said,— He also that would read the great 
Smriti (viz., the Vedas,) and he too who would read the other 
auspicious Snivitis that follow the former, (viz,, Manu s and 
the rest), would, in this way, attain to the same region with 
me .* 3 He also who is devoted to yoga will, without doubt, 
acquire in this manner, after death, the regions that are 
mine . 21 I go hence. Go ye all to your respective places for 


the accomplishment of your ends.' 
“Bhishma continued,— ‘Having 


.’32 


said these words, that 


* The sense seems to he that yogim attain to Brahma even here ; 


whereas Iteci ters attain to -him alter death —T, 
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foremost of gods disappeared there and then. The assembled 
deities,, having previously taken his leave, returned to their 
respective abodes," 3 All those high-souled beings, having 
honored Dharma, proceeded with well-pleased hearts, 0 mon- 
arch, walking behind that great deity. 34 These are the re- 
wards of reciters and this their end. I have described them 
to thee as I myself bad heard of them. What else, 0 mon- 
arch, dost thou wish to hear of V ” s6 


Section CCI. 

"Yudhlshthira said,— ‘What are the fruits of the yoga 
represented by Knowledge, of all the Vedas, and of the 
(various) observances and vows ? How also may the creature- 
soul be known ? Tell me this, 0 grandsire V L 

“ Bhishma said, — Tn this connection is cited the old 
narrative of the discourse between that lord of creatures, viz., 
Maim, and the great Rishi Vrihaspati. 2 In days of old the 
foremost of celestial Rishis? viz., Vrihaspati, who was a 
disciple of Maim, bowed to his preceptor and addressing that 
lord and first of ail creatures, said/ — What is the cause (of 
the universe) ? Whence have the ordinances (about sacrifices 
and other pious observances) flowed ? What are those fruits 
which the learned say are attached to Knowledge ? Tell me 
also truly, 0 illustrious one, what is that which the very Ve.das 
have not been able to reveal ?* What are those fruits which 
are adored by eminent personages conversant with the science.' 
of Artha, with the Vedas, and with the Mantras , through 
sacrifices and plentiful gifts of kine ? Whence do those fruits 
arise ? Where are they to be found f Tell me also this old 
history, viz., whence have the Earth, all earthly objects, wind, 
sky, acquatic creatures, water, heaven, and the denizens of 
heaven, all sprung ? 6 Man’s inclinations tend towards that 
object about which he seeks knowledge, I have no knowledge 
of that Ancient and Supreme one. How shall I rescue myself 
from a false display of inclinations towards Him ?** The Riles, 

f The fact is } I do not know .anything of Him,, but still I profess 
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ii Yah'ses the Ckchluindas. Astronomy , 
all the Sdmctns, all the _ , tndied 

JSTi rufcto, Grammar, and 1 . ftt ^ 

But I have no knowledge of the nature of th fe - 
tares (.the five primal elements) that enter u,tu the r - 
nosition of everything * 3 Tell me all I have , 1 ,- 

using only simple assertions and distinguishing uv jevtues 01 
a u __ .. i j it., ^ ore m 
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Tell me what the fruits are oi knew me. 
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attributives. Tell me what the trims are - ; 

what those fruits that are attached to sacrifices an o mi iu - 
gious rites. Explain to me how also an embodmd h,a a 
departs from his body and how he attains to another body ■ 

1 , t i.r i nnA Sill 1 


« ‘Manu said —That which is agreeable to c 


erne 


to 


is said 

constitute one’s happiness. Similarly that which is 
able to one is said to constitute one’s misery .-By this i shall 

obtain happiness and keep off miscry-from a sentiment like 

this flow all religious acts . 10 The efforts for the acquisition 
of Knowledge, however, arise from a sentiment for avoiding 
both happiness and misery. t u The -ordinances about sacri- 
fices and other observances, that occur in the Vedas, are all 
connected wish desire. He, however, who liberates himself 
from desire, succeeds in attaining to Brahma. That man 
who, from desire of winning happiness, walks in the path of 
acts which are of diverse kinds, has to go to hell.— t u 


*’T j 


worship him. This is false behaviour. How shall I he rescued from 
such falsehood X This is what Vrihaspati says,— T. 

# The Chochandas are the rules of Prosody as applicable to the 
Vedic hymns. The course of the stars or yotuh is astronomy. It forms 
au Anga of the Vedas. NiruJcta furnishes rules for interpreting obs- 
cure passages of the Vedas, and also gives the meanings of technical or 
obscure words used therein. Bankalpa is the description of religions 
sites. Cihha is the science of Pronunciation as applied to the Vcdfe 
hymns and mantt'as.— T. 

t They who believe that happiness is not eternal and that, there* 
fore, they should not pursue it, withdraw themselves from pious acts 
which lead to that happiness. They seek Knowledge as the best means 
for avoiding all that is transitory and changeful. They seek mohlm 
or complete Emancipations which has been described in the previous, 
sections. — T. 

+ The meaning of ‘hell* as applied in such passages has been ex- 
plained. before.— T. • 
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“Yrihaspati said, — ‘Men's aspirations are concerned with 
the acquisition of the agreeable which ends in happiness, and 
the avoidance of the disagreeable which brings misery. Such 
acquisition and such avoidance again are accomplished by 

acts.—* 12 

“ ‘Mann said, — It is by liberating oneself from acts that 
one succeeds in entering into Brahma. The ordinances about 
acts have flowed for that very end.f The ordinances about 
acts tempt only those whose hearts are not free from desire. 
By liberating oneself from acts (as already said) one acquires 
the highest state. 14 One desirous of felicity (Emancipation), 
betaking oneself to religious rites, becomes purified (from 
attachments) by acts having for their object the purification 
of the soul, and at last wins great splendour. By liberating 
oneself from acts, one acquires the highest end, viz., Brahma , 
which is very much above the reward that acts give. 16 Crea- 
tures have all been created by Mind and Act. These again 
are the two best paths adored by all. Outward acts produce 
fruits that are transitory as also eternal. For acquiring the 
latter there is no other means than abandonment of fruits 
by the mind4 lc As the eye, when night passes away and 
the veil of darkness is removed from it, leads its possessor 
by its own power, so the Understanding, when it becomes 


^ This is a highly aphoristic line. I give the sense by expanding 
the words. By ‘acts’ here is meant ‘sacrifices and other religious ob- 
servances.’ The intention of Yrihaspati is to enforce the propriety of 
acts, for without acts, the ends of life cannot, he maintains, be secured. 

t The sense is that one should devote oneself to acts as a sort' of 
preparation. Afterwards one should abandon them for obtaining the 
higher end. Acts, therefore, have their use, and help one, though 
mediately, in the acquisition of Brahma. — T. 

I The Mind and Acts have created all things. This has been explain- 
ed in the last verse of section 190 ante . Both are good paths, for by 
both, good end may be attained, viz., the highest, by drilling the mind, 
as also (mediately) by acts (as explained in verse 14 above). The fruits 
of actions must be mentally abandoned if the highest end is to be attain- 
ed , i. e., acts may be gone through, but their fruits should never be 
coveted. — 1\ ... 
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endued with Knowledge, succeeds in beholding all evils lhal 
are worthy of avoidance .* 17 Snakes, sharp-pointed Jcit^u 
blades, and pits, men avoid when they perceive them tie un 
their way. If some tread upon or fall into them, they do 
so through ignorance. Behold the superiority of Hie fruit & 
of knowledge (over those of ignorance) ! tS Munir as applied 
duly, sacrifices, the presents called Dakshina , gift oi food, 
fuid concentration of the mind (for divine contemplation), 
these are the five acts that are said to be productive of 
fruits, there being none else . 19 Acts have ( the three ) 
attributes (of Saliva, Rajas, and Tanias) for their soul. The 
Vedas say this, (The Vedas consist of Mantras). The Man- 
tras, therefore, have the same three attributes, since it is 
with Mantras that acts are to be accomplished. The ritual 
also must he liable to the same three attributes. The fruits 
of action depend upon the mind. It is the embodied crea- 
ture that enjoys those fruits ,*]- 20 All excellent kinds of sound, 
form, taste, touch, and scent, are the fruits of acts, being 
attainable in the region of acts (i. e., heaven). As regards, 
however, the fruits of knowledge, man acquires them even 
here before death .* 21 Whatever acts are accomplished by 


* Nilakanfcha explains the grammar of the first line differently. His 
view is yathd ehakshurwpah pranetd nfiyako Sc. A better construction 
would be yathl chakshu premetah (bhavati) &c. — T. 

+ This verse may be said to furnish the key of the doctrine of 
karma or acts and why acts are to be avoided by persons desirous of 
Moksha or Emancipation. Acts have three attributes : for some are 
S&twika (good), as sacrifices undertaken for heaven, &c. ; some are 
Rdjasiha (of the quality of Passion), as penances and rites accomplished 
from desire of superiority and victory ; and some are T&madka (of the 
quality of Darkness), as those undertaken for injuring others, notably 
the Attharmn rites of Mdrana , Uchdtana , &c. ; this being the case, the 
Mantras, without which acts cannot be accomplished, are neeessarilv 
subject to the same three attributes. The same is the case with the 
rituals prescribed. It follows, therefore, that the mind is the chief 
cause of the kind of fruits won, l e., it is the motive that determines 
the fruit, viz., of what kind it is to be. The enjoyer of the fruit, of 
course, is the embodied creature. — T. 

* There can be no doubt that Nilakantha explains this versa 
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means of the body, one enjoys the fruits thereof in a state 
of physical existence. The body is, indeed, the frame-work 
which happiness inheres, as also the frame- work to which 
misery Inheres .* 22 Whatever acts are accomplished by means 
of words, their fruits are to be enjoyed in a state in which 
words can be spoken. Similarly, whatever acts are accom- 
plished by the mind, their fruits are enjoyed in a state in 
which one is not freed from the mindf 23 Deveted to the 
fruits of acts, whatever kind of acts ( Satwika or lidjasika or 
T dmasika) a person covetous of fruits accomplishes, the fruits, 
good or bad, that he actually enjoys partake of their charac- 
ter . 24 Like fishes going against a current of water, the acts 
of a past life come to the actor. The embodied creature 
experiences happiness for his good acts, and misery for his 
evil ones . 25 Him from whom this universe hath sprung, Him 
by knowing whom persons of cleansed souls transgress this 
world, Him who has not been expressed by Yedic mantras 
and words, I will now indicate. Listen to me as I speak of 
that highest of the high . 26 Himself liberated from the several 
kinds of taste and scent, and sound and touch and form, He 
is incapable of being grasped by the senses, unmanifest, 
without color, the One, and He has created the five kinds 
of objects^ for His creatures . 27 He is neither female, nor 


correctly. It is really a eruce. The words Faro na samstMnagatah 
j irabhuh sydt must be taken as unconnected and independent. Fa 
samsthanagatah is before death. Prabhnh is a&hiMH (jmnphale being 
understood). K. P. Singha gives the sense correctly, but the Burdwan 
translator makes nonsense of the words. — T. 

* The object of this verse, as explained by the commentator, is to 
inculcate the truth that the result of all acts accomplished by the body 
Is heaven where one in a physical state (however subrile) enjoys those 
fruits. If Emancipation is to be sought, it must be attained through 
the mind. — T* ' ..V V' Y- 

t The sense depends upon the word acts* If acts are accomplished 
by the mind, their fruits must be enjoyed by the person in a state in 
which he will have a mind. Emancipation cannot be achieved by either 
recitation (Japa) or DJiyana (meditation), for both these are acts* 
Perfect liberation from acts is necessary for that great end.r-T. 

| viz m} Taste, &e., — T. 
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niale, nor of the neuter sex. He Is neither existent, nor non- 
existent, nor existent-nonexistent.* Only those that on 
acquainted with Brahma behold Him. He kimwetli n*» d--' 
tioration.— 5,28 


Section COIL 

“‘Maim said, — From that eternal and undeteriorating One 
first sprung Space ; from space came Wind ; from wind came 
Light; from light came Water. From water sprung the Uni- 
verse; and from the universe, all things that occur in it . 1 
The bodies of all (earthly) things, (after dissolution), first 
enter into water, thence to light or heat, thence to the wind, 
and thence to space. They that seek Emancipation have not 
to return from space. On the other hand, they attain to 
Brahma d The refuge of Emancipation, viz., Brahma , is 
neither hot, nor cold, neither mild nor fierce, neither sour 
nor astringent, neither sweet nor bitter. He is not endued 
with sound, or scent, or form. He transcends all these and 
everything, and is without dimensions .* 5 The skin perceives 
touch ; the tongue, taste ; the nose, scent ; the ears, sounds ; 
and the eye, forms. Men not conversant with Adhyatma 
succeed not in beholding what is above these . 4 Having 
withdrawn the tongue from tastes, the nose from scents, 
the ears from touch, and the eye from forms, one succeeds in 
beholding one’s own self (as independent of the senses and 
the mind and, therefore, of attributes .^ 5 It hath been said 
that that which is the Cause of the actor, the act, the 
material with which the act is done, the place and the time 
of the act, and the inclinations and propensities in respect 
of happiness and misery, is called the Self (or Soul ). 6 That 
which pervades everything, which does everything (assuming 


* Existent, like atoms ; non-existent, like space ; exhtent-mnexutent, 
like M<\ya or illusion. — TV 

t Am'dbhdwm is explained by the commentator as PnoMtri-twiili 
vihinam. — TV 

1 L e., one sees one’s own soul.— T, 
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tile forms of living creatures), that which exists in the uni* 
verse even as the mantras declare,* that which is the cause 
■of all, that which is the highest of the high, and that which 
is One without a second and does all things, is the Cause* 
Everything else is effect . 7 It is seen that a person, in conse- 
q uence of the acts performed by him, obtains results both 
good and evil, which (though apparently incompatible with 
each other, still) dwell together in harmony. Indeed, as the 
good and evil fruits born of their own acts dwell together in 
the bodies of creatures which are their refuge, even so Know- 
ledge dwells in the bodyvf As a lighted lamp, while burn- 
ing, discovers other objects before it, even so the five senses 
which are like lamps set oil high trees, find out their respec- 
tive objects when lighted by Knowledge .* 9 As the various 
ministers oi a king, uniting together, give him counsel, even 
so the five senses that are in the body are all subservient to 
Knowledge. The latter is superior to all of them . 10 As the 
flames of fire, the current of the wind, the rays of the sun, 
and the waters of rivers, go and come repeatedly, even so 
the bodies of embodied creatures are going and coming re- 
peatedly.lT 11 As a person by taking up an axe cannot, by 
cutting open a piece of wood, find cither smoke or fire in 


* I, e. 3 which, though one, divides itself into a thousand forms like 
the image of the moon in a piece of agitated water. — T. 

t The analogy consists in this : good and evil fruits, though incom- 
patible, dwell together ; similarly, knowledge, though not material, 
resides in the material body. Of course, knowledge is used here in the 
sense of the mind or the understanding. — T. 

| It is difficult to understand why the idea of lamps set on trees is 
introduced here. — T. 

IF The analogy is thus explained. Tire, when fed, bursts into flames* 
When not fed, it dies out, but is not destroyed, for with new fuel the 
flames may be brought back. The current of the wind ceases, but does 
not suffer extinction ; for if it did, there would be no current again* 
The same is the case with the rays of the Sun. They die in the night, 
to reappear in the morning. The rivers are dried up in summer and 
refilled during the rains. The body, once dissolved, appears in another 
form. It will be seen that the weakness of the reasoning is due only 
to incorrect notions about the objects referred to.— T, 
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it, even so one cannot, by cutting open the firms raid Icel- 
and stomach 0 f a person, cannot see the principle of "know- 
ledge, whieh, of course, has nothing in common with the 
stomach, tl^ e arms, and the feet . 12 As again one beholds both 
smoke and -fire in wood by rubbing it . against another piece, 
so a persor*. of well-directed intelligence and wisdom, by uni- 
ting (by rrveaiis of yoga) the senses and the soul, may view 
the Supreicne Soul which, of course, exists in its own nature.* 1 ' 
As in the amidst of a dream one beholds one’s own body lying 
on the g around as something distinct from ones own self, 
even so a "person, endued with the five senses, the mind, ami 
the understanding, beholds (after death) his own body and 
then goes from one into another form.f 14 The Soul is not 
subject to birth, growth, decay, and destruction. In conse- 
quence of the acts of life being endued with effects, the Soul, 
clothed ita body, passes from this body (when deprived of 
animation.) into another, unseen by others .^ 15 No one can 
behold with the eye the form of the Soul. The Soul cannot, 
again, form the subject of any one’s touch. With those (% e., 
the senses), the Soul accomplishes no act. The senses do 
not approach the Soul. The Soul, however, apprehends them 
all 10 As anything, placed in a blazing fire before a spectator, 
assumes a certain color in consequence of the light and 
heat that operates upon it, without taking any other hue 


. inaffected by attributes and qualities 


* E&ists in its own nature, 
and accidents. — T. 

t Borne of the Bengal texts read sumaMn and subuddMh m the 
second line. Of course, this is incorrect. The true reading is samdnah 
and sabuddhih , meaning ‘with mind and with understanding/ In the 
Bombay edition occurs a misprint, mz,, sumanah for samandL Nila* 
•kantha cites the correct readings.— T. 

t The Burdwan translator misunderstands the word linga as used 
in oth 14 and 15. &. P. Singha also wrongly renders that word as it 
occurs m 15. The commentator rightly explains that Linga has no 

Lmga ' garira or the invisible bod y composed of the tanmd- 
T T , 6 P Uraad dements, but simply means the gross body. In 14, he 
says, mgat stlwladehM, Lingam igdeva deMntaram. In 15, an, inn 

£ r„?l A £5 

&a\e removed such blunders,— T. 



* The commentator cites the Gita which furnishes a 
Tiz* s Indrtydfti para ?iyd h ur mdriyehhya h param 
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Of attribute, even so the Souls form is seen to take its- 
color from the body , 17 After the same manner, man, casting, 
olf one body, enters another, unseen by ail. Indeed, casting 
off his body to the (five) great primal elements, he assumes 
a form that is similarly made of the same (five) elements . 18 
The embodied creature (upon the destruction of his body) 
enters space, wind, fire, water, and earth in such a way that 
each particular element in his body mingles with the parti- 
cular element (out of his body) with whose nature it is conso- 
nant. The senses also, which are engaged in diverse occu- 
pations and dependent on the five elements (for the exercise- 
of their functions), enter these five elements that call forth 
their functions , 19 The ear derives its capacity from space ;, 
and the sense of scent from the earth. Form, which is the 
property of the eye, is the consequence of light or fire. Fire 
or heat has been said to be the dependent cause of water 
The tongue which has for its property taste becomes merged 
into water. The skin which has touch for its property be- 
comes lost in the wind whose nature it partakes . 20 The 
fivefold attributes, (viz., sound, &c.) dwell in the (five) 
creatures (viz., the five primal elements). Those fivefold ob- 
jects of the senses (viz., space, Sc.) dwell in the (five) sense's. 
All these again (viz., the fivefold attributes, the fivefold 
elements, and the five senses) follow the lead of the min 
The mind follows the lead of the Understanding, and 
Understanding follows the lead of That which exists in its 
true and undefiled nature (viz., the Supreme Soul ),* 21 The 
doer in his new r body receives all the good and bad acts 
by him as also all acts done by him in his past 
All these acts done in this life and the next ones to 
follow the mind even as acquatic animals pass along a genial 
current . 22 As a quickly-moving and restless thing becomes 
an object of sight, as a minute object appears to be possessed 
of large dimensions (when seen through spectacles), as a 
mirror shows a person his own face (which cannot otherwise 
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he seen), even so the Soul (though subtile and invisible) be- 
comes an object of the Understanding's apprehension, — : ^ 


Section CCIIL 

u ‘Manu said, — The mind united with the senses, recollects 
after a long time the impressions of objects received in the 
past. When the senses are all suspended (in respect of their 
functions)^ the Supreme (the Soul), in the form of the Un- 
derstanding, exists in its own true nature . 1 When the Soul 
(at such a time) does not in the least regard all those objects 
of the senses in respect of their simultaniety or the reverse in 
point of time but mustering them from all directions holds 
them before it together, it necessarily happens that he wan- 
ders among all things that are incongruous. He is, therefore, 
the (silent) Witness. Hence the Soul encased in body is 
something having a distinct and independent existence *! 2 
There is Rajas , there is T annas , and there is Saliva the third. 
There are again three states of the understanding, viz** 
waking, dreaming, and sound sleep. The Soul has know- 
ledge of the pleasures and pains, which are all contradictory, 
of those states, and which partake of the nature of the 
threefold attributes first mentioned.! The Soul enters the 



This verse seems to shew that the Ruhis had knowledge of so 
tacles, and probably also, of microscopes. The instrument that shew 
minute objects must have been very well known, otherwise some m 

t By death on sleep.—T* 

XTjapat means simultaneous; atulyahllam means differing 
point of toe ,n respect of occurrence j ***** qualifies indrij 
FkfwSa means Sdhhi ; and ebak, independent and distinct What 
intended to he s«d here is that when the soul, in a dream, must* 
together the occurrences and objects of different times and places w 
m fac t, congnuty in respect of both time and place does n!t apply to 

it must be regarded to have an * i* .. ^ ^ 

dent of the senses and the body ~T 1S !Stln ° 6 indepe 
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senses like the wind entering the fire in a piece of wood .* 8 
One cannot behold the form of the Soul by one’s eye, nor 
can the sense of touch, amongst the senses, apprehend it. 
The Soul is not, again, an object of apprehension by the ear. 
It may, however, be seen by the aid of the Qrutis and the 
instructions of the wise. As regards the senses, that parti- 
cular sense which apprehends it loses upon such apprehen- 
sion its existence as a sense.f 4 The senses cannot themselves 
apprehend their respective forms by themselves. The Soul is 
omniscient (inasmuch as it apprehends both the knower and 
the known). It beholds all things. Being omniscient, it is 
the Soul that beholds the senses (without, as already said, the 
senses being able to apprehend it).' Nobody has seen the 
other side of the Himavat mountains, nor the re -erse of the 
moon s disc. Yet it cannot be said that these do- not exist.' 
Similarly, though never apprehended by the senses, yet no- 
body can say that the Soul, which dwells in all creatures, 
which is subtile, and which has knowledge for its essence, 
does not exist . 7 People see the world reflected on the moon’s 
disc in the form of spots. Though seeing, they do not know 
that it is the world that is so reflected there. Even such is 
the knowledge of the Soul. That knowledge must come 
of itself. The Soul depends upon the Soul itself . 8 Men of 
wisdom, reflecting on the formlessness of visible objects be- 
fore birth and after destruction, behold by the aid of in- 
telligence, the formlessness of objects that have apparent 

Tamas and In connection with the three states of the understanding 
due to the same three attributes. The Soul, however, though knowing 
them, does not enjoy or suffer them. He is only the silent and inactive 
Witness of everything. — T. 

* The object of the simile is to show that as wind is a separate 
entity although existing with the fire in a piece of wood, so the Soul, 
though existing with the senses Is distinct from them. — T. 

f The Bengal texts read indriydnam which I adopt. The Bombay 
edition reads indriyendriyam, meaning the sense of the senses, in the 
same way as the Crwtis declare that it is the Prana of Prana, the eye of 
the eye, the ear of the ear, &c. Cramnena darganam tatha Jcritam . is, 
“apprehended by the ear” L e., as rendered above* “apprehended 
through the aid of the Qrutu n *—T* 
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forms. So al’so although the Sun's motion cannot ho se n , 
yet persons, by watching its rising and setting, ceneluL- 
that the sun has motion .* 0 Similarly, those who are endued 
with wisdom and learning behold the Soul by the aid of ».u>. 
lamp of intelligence, though it is at a great distance ir.m 
them, and seek to merge the fivefold elements, which ate utui, 
into Brahma.f 10 Verily, an object cannot be accom|fiIdiu..l 
without the application of means. Fishermen catch fish by 
means of nets made of strings . 11 Animals are captured by 
employing animals as the means. Birds are caught by em- 
ploying birds as the means. Elephants are taken by employ- 
ing elephants. In this way the Soul may he apprehended by 
the principle of knowledge . 13 We have heard that only a 
snake can see a snake’s legs. After the same maimer one 
beholds, through Knowledge, the Soul encased in subtile 
form and dwelling within the gross body . 13 People cannot, 
through their senses, know the senses. Similarly mere In- 
telligence at its highest cannot behold the Soul which is 
supreme . 14 The moon, on the fifteenth day of the dark fort- 
night cannot be seen in consequence of its form being hid. 
It cannot be said, however, that destruction overtakes it. 
Even such is the case with the Soul dwelling in the body. 15 
On the fifteenth day of the dark fortnight, the gross body 




* The commentator uses the illustration of a tree. Before birth the 
tree was not;. and after destruction, it is not; only in the interim, it 
is. Its formlessness or nothingness is manifest from these two 
states, for it has been said that that which did not exist in the past 
and will not exist in the future cannot be regarded as existing in the 
present. Tadgatah is explained by the commentator as tidayM-amaiia* 
gattih or taddarginah- — T. 

f Both the vernacular translators render the second line incorrectly. 
The first line is elliptical, and would be complete by supplying ilsanywni 
pacyanii.' The paraphrase of the second line is PratyCmmmn Jnnjcm 
Jnan&bh is am h itam (prati) ninisante, Jneyam is explained by the com- 
mentator as pmpancham. Jnct-nahhisamhitam means that which is 
known by the name of Knowledge, i. Brahma, which has many 
similar names some of which the commentator quotes such as Satvatn 
(truth), JnUmrn (knowledge), Anantam (infinite), Yijnanam (‘true 
knowledge), Anandam (joy or happiness). — T. 
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of the moon becomes Invisible. After the same manner the 
Soul, when liberated from the body, cannot be apprehended . 16 
As the moon, gaining another point in the firmament begins 
to shine once more, similarly the Soul, obtaining a new body, 
begins to manifest itself once more . 17 The birth, growth, 
and disappearance of the moon can all be directly apprehend® 
ed by the eye. These phenomena, however, appertain to the 
gross form of that luminary. The like are not the attributes 
of the botil . 15 The moon, when it shows itself after its dis- 
appearance on the fifteenth day of the dark fortnight, is 
regarded as the same luminary that had become invisible, 
After the same manner, notwithstanding the changes re- 
presented by birth, growth, and age, a person is regarded 
as the same individual without any doubt of his identity . 19 
It cannot be distinctly seen how Rahu approaches and leaves 
the moon. After the same manner the Soul cannot be seen 
how it leaves one body and enters another .* 20 Rahu becomes 
visible only when it exists with the sun or the moon. Simi- 
larly the Soul becomes an object of apprehension only when 
it exists with the body . 21 When liberated from the sun or 
the moon, Rahu can no longer be seen. Similarly, the Soul, 
liberated from the body, can no longer be seen . 22 Then again, 
as the moon, even when it disappears on the fifteenth day of 
the dark fortnight, Is not deserted by the constellations and 
the stars, the Soul also, even though separated from the body, 
is not deserted by the fruits of the acts it has achieved in 
■that body,— ” 23 


* Tanias is another name for Rahu. The first line, therefore, refers 
to the manner in which an eclipse occurs. There is no absolute necessity, 
however, for taking it as an allusion to the eclipse. The meaning may 
he more general. Everyday, during the lighted fortnight, the moon 
gains in appearance, as, indeed, every day, during the dark fortnight, 
it loses in appearance. It may, therefore, be -said that darkness ap- 
proaches it or leaves it for eating it away or discovering it more and 
more. The acuial process bf covering and discovering cannot be noticed. 
This circumstance may be taken as furnishing the simile. In verse 21. 
similarly, tamas is capable of a wider meaning. In 22, the word Rahu 
is used. It should be explained, however, that Rahu is no imaginary- 


Section CCIV. 

« ‘Manu said,— As in a dream this manifest (body) ties t in- 
active) and the enlivening spirit in its subtile form, detaching 
itself from the former, walks forth, after the same manner- in 
the state called deep slumber (or death), the subtile form with 
all the senses becomes inactive, and the Understanding, detach* 
ed from it, remains awake. The same is the case with Exist- 
ence and Non-Existence * 1 As when a piece of water is clear, 
images reflected in it can be seen by the eye, after the 
same manner, if the senses be unperturbed, the Soul is capa- 
ble of being viewed by the understanding . 2 If, however, 
the piece of water gets stirred, the person standing by it cam 
no longer see those images. Similarly, if the senses become 
perturbed, the Soul can no longer be seen by the understand- 
ing . 3 Ignorance begets Delusion. Delusion affects the mind. 
When the mind becomes vitiated, the five senses which have 


monster as the Pur anas describe but the descending node of the moon, 
i, e a portion of space in and aboxit the lunar orbit— T. 

This is a very difficult verse and the disticfcions involved in it are 
difficult to catch. Of course, I follow the commentator in rendering 
it. What is said here is that in a dream, Vyahta (manifest body) lies 
inactive, while the Chetancm (the subtile form) walks forth. Is Ilia 
state called Smhupti (deep slumber which is like death), the indriya- 
smiyukiam (the subtile form) is abandoned, and Jnanam (the Under- 
standing), detached from the former, remains. After this manner, 
abhava (yon-existence, i. e., Emancipation) results from the destruction 
of bhavah or existence as subject to its known conditions of dependence 
on time, manner of apprehension', &c, 3 for Emancipation is absorption 
into the Supreme Soul which is independent of all the said conditions. 
The commentator explains that these observations become necessary to 
show that Emancipation is possible. In the previous section the speaker 
drew repeated illustrations for showing that the soul, to be manifest, 
depended on the body. The hearer is, therefore, cautioned against the 
impression that the souPs dependence on the body is of such an indis- 
soluble kind that it is incapable of detachment from the body, which 
of course, is necessary for Emancipation or absorption into the 
Supreme Soul.— T. 
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the mind for their refuge become vitiated also . 4 Surcharged 
with Ignorance, and sunk In the mire of worldly objects, one 
cannot enjoy the sweets of contentment or tranquillity. The 
Soul (thus circumstanced), undetatched from its good and 
evil acts, returns repeatedly unto the objects of the world . 5 
In consequence of sin one’s thirst is never slaked. One’s 
thirst is then slaked when one’s sin is destroyed . 6 In conse- 
quence of attachment to worldly objects, which has a ten- 
dency to perpetuate itself, one wishes for things other than 
those for which one should wish, and accordingly fails to 
attain to the Supreme .* 7 From the destruction of all sinful 
deeds, knowledge arises in men. Upon the appearance of 
Knowledge, one beholds one’s Soul in one’s understanding 
even as one sees one’s own reflection in a polished mirror . 8 
One obtains misery in consequence of one’s senses being 
unrestrained. One obtains happiness in consequence of one’s 
senses being restrained. Therefore, one should restrain one’s 
mind by self-effort from objects apprehended by the senses.f 9 
Above the senses is the mind ; above the mind is the under- 
standing ; above the understanding is the Soul; above the 
Soul is the Supreme or Great . 10 From the Unmanifest hath 
sprung the Soul ; from the Soul hath sprung the understand- 
ing ; from the understanding hath sprung the mind, 'When 
the mind becomes associated with the senses, then it appre- 
hends sound and the other objects of the senses . 11 He who 
casts off those objects, as also all that are manifest, he who 
liberates himself from all things that arise from primordial 
matter, being so freed, enjoys immortality .^ 13 The Sun rising 
diffuses his rays. When he sets, he withdraws unto himself 
those very rays that were diffused by him , 13 After the same 
manner, the Soul, entering the body, obtains the fivefold 

* Cdcwatasya is an instance of BhavaproAh / <nonirde$ci i i. e*> of a 
reference to the principal attribute connected by it. T. 

f Indriaih rupy ante or nirupyante> hence Indriyarup&nu T. 

% The objects to be abandoned are those which the senses apprehend, 
and those which belong to primordial matter. Those last, as distinguish- 
ed from the former, are, of course, all the Imga or subtile forms or 
exigents which are made up of the tWMiTQ of the grosser elements*— l* 
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objects. of the senses by diffusing over them his airs repre- 
sented by the senses. When, however, he turns bock* he i$ 
said to set by withdrawing those rays unto himself ■' 4 
peatedly led along the path that Is created by acts, he obtains 
the fruits of Ms acts in consequence of his having followed 
the practice of acts.'f ' 15 Desire for the. objects ol the son 
keeps away from a. person who does, not Indulge in such desire. 
The very principle of desire, however, leaves him who has 
■ behold his soul, which, of course, is entirely free from do* 
sirefd 0 When the Understanding, freed from attachment to 
the objects of the senses, becomes fixed in the mind, then 
does one succeed in attaining to Brahma , for it is there 
that the mind with the understanding withdrawn into it 
can possibly be extinguished . 17 Brahma is not an object 
of touch, or of hearing, or of taste, or of sight, or of smell, 
or of any deductive inference from the Known. Only the 
Understanding (when withdrawn from everything else) can 
attain to it . 18 All objects that the mind apprehends through 
the senses are capable of being withdrawn into the mind * t 
the mind can he withdrawn Into the understanding; the 
Understanding can be withdrawn into the Soul, and the Soul 
into the Supreme .^ 19 The senses cannot contribute to the 
success of the mind. The mind cannot apprehend the Under- 
standing, The Understanding cannot apprehend the mam- 


*. Or, regains his real nature, — T. 

t I adopt the Bombay reading aptavan instead of the Bengal read- 
ing dtmaviL Pravittmn Dharmam^ as explained /previously, is that 
Pharma or practice in which there is prmitti and not mvirtti or absten- 
tion.-— T„ 

t The sense is this : by abstaining from the objects of the senses one 
may conquer one’s desire for them. But one does not succeed by that 
method in totally freeing oneself from the very principle of desire. 
It is not till one succeeds in beholding one's soul that one’s principle 
of desire itself becomes suppressed, — T. 

% The separate existence of an objective world is denied in the first 
clause here. All objects of the senses are said here to have only a sub- 
jective existence ; hence the possibility of their being withdrawn into 
the mind. The latest definition of matter, in European philosophy, is 
that it is a permanent possibility of senaation's*-~T, 
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iCisSed Soul The Soul, however, which is subtile, beholds 
these all— ,J -° 


Section CCV, 

M Ola nu said, — Upon the appearance of physical and men« 
tal sorrow, one does not become able to practise yoga . It 
is advisable, therefore, for one not to brood over such 
(sorrow/ The medicine for sorrow is abstention from brooding 
over it* When sorrow is brooded over, it comes aggressively 
and increases in violence/ One should relieve mental sorrow 
by wisdom, while physical sorrow should be cured by medi- 
caments, Wisdom teaches this. One should not, while under 
sorrow, behave like a child/ The man of wisdom should 
never cherish a desire for youth, beauty, length of life, ac- 
cumulation of wealth, health, and the companionship of those 
that are dear, all of which are transitory/ One should not 
grieve singly for a sorrow that affects a whole community, 
‘Without grieving, one should, if one sees an opportunity, 
seek to apply a remedy/ Without doubt, the measure of 
sorrow is much greater than that of happiness in life. To one 
who is content with the objects of the senses, death that is 
disagreeable comes in consequence of his stupifaction/ That 
man who avoids both sorrow and happiness succeeds verily 
in attaining to Brahma « Such persons, who are possessed of 
wisdom, have never to grieve / 7 Worldly possessions bring 
about sorrow. In protecting them thou canst not have any 
happiness. They are again earned with misery. One should 
not, therefore, -regard their loss/U Pure Knowledge (or: 
Brahma) is regarded (by ignorance) as existing in the diverse 
forms that are) objects of Knowledge. Know that mind is 
only an attribute of Knowledge. When the mind becomes 
united with the faculties of knowledge, then the Understand- 


* Te is explained by the commentator as BrahmdbhigatdL K, P* 
Singha wrongly renders the last foot of the second line. The Burdwan- 
17 ersion is correct. — T. fe/St : //S;/ 

f Te in the first line is equal to Area.—T. 
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ing (which bodies forth the forms of things) sets i ».* 8 When 
the Understanding, freed from the attributes of action ■ be- 
comes directed towards the mind (after being withdrawn from 
outward objects), then does it succeed in knowing Brahma 
by meditation or yoga ending in complete absorption (sama- 
dki). 10 The Understanding, flowing from Ignorance, and 
possessed of the senses and attributes, runs towards external 
objects, like a river issuing from a mountain summit and 
.flowing towards other regions . 11 When the Understanding, 
withdrawn into the mind, succeeds in absorbing itself into 
contemplation that is free from attributes, it attains to a 
knowledge of Brahma like the touch of gold on a touch- 
stone . 12 The mind is the apprehender of the objects of the 
senses. It must first be extinguished (before Brahma can be 
attained). Dependent upon the attributes of objects that 
are before it, the mind can never show that which is without 
attributes . 13 Shutting up all the doors constituted by the 
senses, the Understanding should be withdrawn into the 
mind. In this state, when absorbed in contemplation, it 
attains to the knowledge of Brahma. 1 * As the fivefold great 
creatures (in their gross form) upon the destruction of the 
attributes by which they are known, become withdrawn (into 
their subtile form called Tanmdtrd), after the same manner 
the Understanding may dwell in the mind alone, with the 
senses all withdrawn from their objects . 15 When the Under- 
standing, though possessed of the attribute of certainty, 
dwells in the mind, busied with the internal, even then it 
is nothing but the mind (without being anything superior to 
it ). 15 When the mind or consciousness, which attains to 
excellence through contemplation, succeeds in identifying attri- 
butes with what are considered as their possessors, then can 
it cast off all attributes and attain to Brahma which is with- 
out attributes .-)- 17 There is no indication that is fit enough 


* I follow the commentator in so far as he is intelligible. It is evi- 
dent that the words Jnmam. and Jneyam are used in the original not 
consistently throughout, — T, ° 

t The meaning seems to be this ; ordinary men regard all external 
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fer yielding a knowledge of what is Unmanifest (viz., Brah- 
ma). That which cannot form the subject of language, can- 
not be acquired by any one. 1 * With cleansed soul, one 
should seek to approach the Supreme Brahma , through the 
aid afforded by penances, by inferences, by self-restraint, by 
the practices and observances as laid down for ones own 
order, and by the Vedas . 19 Persons of clear vision (besides 
seeing the Supreme within themselves) seek him in even ex- 
ternal forms by freeing themselves from attributes. The 
Supreme, which is called by the name of Jneya (viz., that 
which should be known), in consequence of the absence of 
all attributes or of its own nature, can never be apprehended 
by argument . 90 When the Understanding becomes freed from 
attributes then only can it attain to Brahma . When un- 
emancipated from attributes, it falls back from the Supreme. 
Indeed, such is the nature of the understanding that it 
rushes towards attributes and moves among them like fire 
among fuel . 21 As in the state called Sushupti (deep and 
dreamless slumber) the five senses exist freed from their res- 
pective functions, after the same manner the Supreme Brah- 
ma exists high above Pralcriti , freed from all its attributes . 22 
Embodied creatures thus betake themselves to action in con- 
sequence of attributes. When they abstain therefrom, they 
attain to Emancipation. Some again (by action) go to 
heaven . 28 The living creature, primordial nature, the unders- 
tanding, the objects of the senses, the senses, consciousness, 
conviction of personal identity, are called creatures (for they 
are subject to destruction ). 24 The original creation of all 
these flowed from the Supreme. Their second or succeeding 
creation is due to the action of couples or pairs (of opposite 
sexes) and is confined to all things save the primal five, 

objects as possessing an independent existence, and their attributes also 
as things different from the substances which own them. The first step 
to attain to is the conviction that attributes and substances are the same, 
or that the attributes are the substances. This accords with European 
Idealism . The next stage, of course, is to annihilate the attributes- 
themselves by contemplation. The result of this is the attainment 
of Brahma*— T, ' \ 
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and is restrained by laws in consequence of which the same 
species produce the same species . 45 From righteousness (liv- 
ing) creatures obtain a high end, and from sinfulness ih‘/ 
earn an end that is low. He who is unemancipated from 
attachments, encounters rebirth; while he who is eman- 
cipated therefrom, attains to Knowledge (or Brahma ). — 


Section GGYI. 

« ‘Mann said, — When the fivefold attributes are united 
with the five senses and the mind, then is Brahma seen by 
the individual like a thread passing through a gem. 1 As 
a thread, again, may lie within gold or a pearl or a coral or 
any object made of earth , 2 even so one’s soul, in conse- 
quence of one’s own acts, may live within a cow, a horse, a 
man, an elephant, or any other animal, or within a worm or 
an insect . 3 The good deeds an individual performs in a 
particular body produce rewards that the individual enjoys 
in that particular body.* A soil, apparently drenched with 
one particular kipd of liquid, supplies to each different kind 
of herb or plant that grows on it the sort of juice it requires 
for itself. After the same manner, the Understanding, whose 
course is witnessed by the Soul, is obliged to follow the path 
marked out by the acts of previous lives.** From knowledge 
springs desire. From desire springs resolution. From resolu- 
tion flows action. From action proceed fruits (i. e., conse- 
quences good and bad ). 8 Fruits, therefore, are dependent on 
actions as their cause. Actions have the understanding for 
their cause. The understanding has knowledge for its cause ; 
and knowledge has the Soul for its cause.’ That excellent 
result which is achieved in consequence of the destruction of 
knowledge, of fruits, of the understanding, and of acts, is 
called Knowledge of Brahma. f 8 Great and high is that self- 


Afitard tmSnudarfini is explained by the commentator as “that 
•which has the Aniar&tman for its mudctrgin or witness. The Burdwan 
translator is incorrect in rendering the second line. — T. 

t The first ‘knowledge’ refers to the perception of the true connes- 
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existent Essence which yogins behold. They that are devoid 
of wisdom, and whose understandings are devoted to worldly 
possessions never behold that which exists in the Soul itself . 9 
Water is superior to the Earth in extension ; Light is supe- 
rior to Water ; Wind is superior to Light ; l ° Space is superior 
to Wind ; Mind is superior to Space ; Understanding is supe* 
nor to Mind; Time is superior to Understanding . 11 The 
divine Vishnu, whose is this universe, is superior to Time, 
That god is without beginning, middle, and end . 12 In conse- 
quence of Ms being without beginning, middle, and end, he is 
Unchangeable. He transcends all sorrow, for sorrow has 
limits .* 18 That Vishnu hath been called the Supreme Brah - 
m2. He is the refuge or object of what is called the Highest. 
Knowing Him, they that are wise, freed from everything 
that owns the power of Time, attain to what is called Eman- 
cipation . 14 All these (that we percieve) are displayed in 
attributes. That which Is called Brahma , being without 
attributes, is superior to these. f Abstention from acts is the. 
highest religion. That religion is sure to lead to deathless- 
ness (Emancipation ). 15 The Ricks , the Taj uses , and the 
Sdmaas, have for their refuge the body. They flow from the 
end of the tongue. They cannot be acquired without effort 
and are subject to destruction . 10 Brahma, however, cannot 
be acquired in this way, for (without depending upon the 
body) it depends upon .that (viz., the knower or Soul) which 
lias the body for . its refuge. Without beginning, middle, or 
end, Brahma cannot be acquired by exertion (like to what is 


lion between the Soul and the not-Soul. ‘Fruits’ mean the physical 
forms that are gained in new births. The destruction of the under- 
standing takes place when the semes and the mind are withdrawn into 
it and all of them, united together, are directed towards the Soul. 
JneyapratishtMtam JnanoAn means, of course, knowledge of Brahma. — T* 

* The commentator explains that sorrow arises from the relation of 
the knower and the known. All things that depend upon that relation 
are transitory. They can form no part of what is eternal .and what 
transcends that relation, — T. 

t I take the obvious meaning, instead of the learned explanation ■ 
offered by Nilakantha, — T. ‘ 
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necessary for the acquirement of the Vedas ), 17 The Mich#* 
the Samans, the Yajuses, have each a beginning. Those 
that have a beginning have also an end. But Brahma is said 
to be without beginning . 18 And because Brahma hath neither 
beginning nor end, it is said to be infinite and unchangeable. 
In consequence of unchangeableness, Brahma transcends all 
Sorrow as also all pairs of opposites . 19 Through unfavorable 
destiny, through inability to find out the proper means, and 
through, the impediments offered by acts, mortals succeed 
not in beholding the path by which Brahma may be reached,- 9 
In consequence of attachment to worldly possessions, of a 
vision of the joys of the highest heaven, and of coveting 
something other than Brahma , men do not attain to the 
Supreme ,* 21 Others beholding worldly objects covet their 
possession. Desirous of such objects, they have no longing 
for Brahma in consequence of its transcending all attri- 
butes .-) -22 How shall he that is attached to attributes which 
are inferior, arrive at a knowledge of Him that is possessed 
of attributes that are superior? It is by inference that ’one 
can arrive at a knowledge of Him that transcends all things 
in attributes and form . 23 By subtile intelligence alone can 
we know Him. We cannot describe Him in words. The 
mind is seizable by the mind, the eye by the eyel . 24 By 
knowledge the understanding can be purified of its dross* 
The understanding may be employed for purifying the mind 
By the mind should the senses be controlled. Achieving all 
this, one may attain to the Unchangeable , 25 One who has, 
by contemplation, become freed from attachments, and who 
has been enriched by the possession of a discerning mind, 
succeeds in attaining to Brahma which is without desire and 


* The very Fogms, if led away by the desire of acquiring extraordi- 
jiary powers and the beatitude of the highest heaven, do not behold 
the Supreme. — T. 

f Gundn, literally, attributes; hence objects possessed of attri- 
butes.— T. '■ 

t That which is called the external world has no objective existence* 
It is purely subjective. Hence, it is the mind that sees and hears and 
touches the mind itself,— T, • 
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above all attributes. As the wind keeps away from the fire 
that is embedded within a piece of wood, even so persons that 
are agitated (by desire for worldly possessions) keep away from 
that which is Supreme . 26 Upon the destruction of all earthly 
objects, the mind always attains to That which is higher than 
the Understanding ; while upon their separation the mind al- 
ways acquires that which is below the Understanding. That? 
parson, therefore, who, in conformity with the method already 
described, becomes engaged in destroying earthly objects, 
attains to absorption into the body of Brahma** 1 Though 
the Soul is unmanifest, yet when clothed with qualities, its 
acts become manifest. When dissolution (of the body) comes, 
it once more becomes unmanifest. The Soul is really inactive. 
It exists, united with the senses that are productive of either 
happiness or sorrow . 23 United with all the senses and endued 
with body, it takes refuge in the five primal elements. 
Through want of power, however, it fails to act when de- 
prived of force by the Supreme and Unchangeable . 29 No 
man sees the end of this Earth, but know this, vh,, that the 
Earth's end will surely come.f Man, agitated here (by at- 


* This verse is a cruce. There can be no doubt that Niiakantha’ss 
explanation is correct. Only, as regards budhyavcira I am dispossed to 
differ from him very slightly. The grammar of the first line is thus : 
fijhmadane manah sad a bud hi par ay a ; viprayoge cha tesham budhya* 
varfiya.’ Now ‘Gunadiina 5 means the 4 adana J (destruction) of s gunad 
(The root da means to cut). What is meant by the destruction of ‘guna, 1 
or attributes or earthly objects is merging them in the budhi by yoga ; 
in other words, a withdrawal of the senses into the mind, and the 
senses and the mind into the understanding. “Yiprayoge cha tesham 1 * 
means fin their separation,’ ?. e., when these objects are believed to be 
real and as existing independently of the mind. The result of this 
would be the acquisition of ‘budhyavara,’ implying the acquisition of 
those very objects. In the case of yogins, whose minds may be in such m 
frame, the powers called ‘ai^waryya’ are acquired. There is no especial 
necessity, howevei', for taking the case of yogins. — T. 

+ What is said here is that Happiness and Sorrow have an end, 
though it may not be seen, and the Soul will surely come to its final 
resting place. This accords with the doctrine of infinite spiritual im- 
provement,— T, 

IS 


^ahabharata* {Mohshadkarmt 

tachments). Is surely led to his last refuge like the wind lead- 
ing a vessel tossed on the sea to a safe harbour at last/ 0 The 
Sun, spreading his rays, becomes the possessor of an attri- 
bute, (viz,, the lighter of the world) ; withdrawing his rays 
..(at the hour of setting), he once more becomes an object 
.divested of attributes. After the same manner, a person, 
-.'abandoning all distinctions (attachments), and betaking him- 
self to penances, at last enters the indestructible Brahma 
which is divested of all attributes. 31 By discerning Him 
who is without birth, who is the highest refuge of all righte- 
ous persons, who is self-born, from whom everything springs 
and unto whom all things return, who is unchangeable, who 
is without beginning, middle, and end, and who Is certain- 
ty’s self and supreme, a person attains to immortality (Email* 
cipation)* — >* 


Section CCFIL 


“Y udhishthira said, — c O grandsire, 0 thou of great wis- 
dom, 1 desire to hear in detail, 0 chief of the Bharatas, of 
that lotus-eyed and indestructible one, who is the Creator of 
everything but who has been created by none, who is called 
Vishnu (in consequence of his pervading everything), who 
is the origin of all creatures and unto whom all creatures 
return, who is known by the names of Narayana and Hrishi- 
ke<;a and Govinda and Ketjava, and who is incapable of being 
vanquished by any one ! ?1 ~ 3 

“Bhishma said, — T have heard of this subject from J ama* 
dagni’s son llama while he discoursed on it, from the celestial 
Mishi Narada, and from Krishn a-D waipay an a. 3 Asita-Devala, 
G son, Valmiki of austere penances, and Markandeya, speak of 
Govinda as the Most Wonderful and the Supreme. 4 Ke<java, 
0 chief of Bharata’s race, is the divine and puissant Lord of 
all He is called Purusha , and pervades everything, hav- 
ing made himself many. 5 Listen now, 0 Yudhishthira of 
mighty arms, to those attributes which great Brahmanas say 
are to be met with in the high-souled wielder of Q arnga* I 
shall also, 0 prince of men , recite to thee those acts which 
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persons conversant with old histories ascribe to Qovinda/ ^called 
h said to be the Soul of all creatures, the high-souled <me^£ 0lljg 
and the foremost of all beings. He created (by his will) thej n 
fivefold elements, viz., Wind, Light, Water, Space, andg^y^ 
Earth,- That puissant Lord of all things, that high-souled on 0 j? 
one, that foremost of all beings, having created the Eart-h f| j^ a S s 
laid himself down on the surface of the waters. 9 While thus k a 
floating upon the waters, that foremost of all beings, that. TO • 
refuge of every kind of energy and splendour, created Cons- ones[ 
ciousness, the first-born of all beings in the universe/ 19 <s Q g 
We have heard that He created Consciousness along with 
the Mind,— Consciousness which is the refuge of all created - a j| 
things. That Consciousness upholds all creatures and both mea 
the past and the future. 11 After that great Being, 0 mighty- ^ 
armed one, viz., Consciousness, had sprung, an exceedingly, 
beautiful lotus, possessed of effulgence like the Sun’s, grew 
out of the navel of the Supreme Being (floating on the 
waters). 13 Then, O son, the illustrious and divine Brahman,-— 
the Grandsire of all creatures, sprang into existence from. ^ 
that lotus, irradiating all the points of the horizon with his j 
effulgence. 13 After the high-souled Grandsire had, 0 mighty-'^j 
armed one, thus sprung from the primeval lotus, a great ^ 
Asura of the name of Madhu, having no beginning, started^ 
into birth, springing from the attribute of Darkness (Tamas). u > 1X 
The foremost of all Beings (viz., the Supreme Divinity,) for y 
benefiting Brahman, slew that fierce A sum of fierce deeds, 
engaged even then in the fierce act (of slaying the Grandsire). 1 * 
From this slaughter, 0 son, (of the Asura named Madhu), 
all the gods and the Danavas and men came to call that fore- 
most of all righteous persons by the name of Madhusudana 
(slayer of Madhu).* 10 After this, Brahman created, by a fiat 
of his will, seven sons with Daksha completing the tale. 

They were Mariehi, Atri, Angiras, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kraiu, 


* Rwhavam sarvasattwdm literally means ‘the ball of SdttwatasJ 
Ordinarily, it is an appellation of Krishna, the prince of the Sattwatas r 
or Yadavas. Here, however, the word is used to signify persons pm- „ 
ing the attribute of Goodness } hence righteous persons, T* 


MABABHABA7A, 


IMofahadhamm 


m 


- inland the already-mentioned Daksha). 17 The eldest bom, viz., 
Marichi, begat, by a fiat of his will, a son named Ka«;vapa, 
tac- u n 0 f energy and the foremost of all persons conversant with 
' m $Brahna. w From his toe. Brahman had, even before the 
'^'birth of Marichi, created a son. That son, 0 chief of Bharata’s 
•fe^ace, was Daksha, the progenitor of creatures.*-'- Unto 
daksha were first born three and ten daughters, O Bharat a, 
*^he eldest of whom was called Diti. 2 ® Marichi’s son Ka<*vapa, 
&1 0 sire, who was conversant with all duties and their distinc- 
tions, who was of righteous deeds and great fame, became the 
'husband of those thirteen daughters. 21 The highly blessed 
'’Daksha (besides the three and ten already spoken of ) next 
r i>egat ten other daughters. That progenitor of creatures, vis. 
the righteous Daksha, bestowed these upon Dharma. 22 Dhar- 
jna became father of the Vasus, the Rudras of immeasurable 
energy, the Vujwedevas, the Saddhyas, and the Maruts, 0 
Bharata. 23 Daksha next begat seven and twenty other 
"—-younger daughters. The highly blessed Soma became the 
husband of them all. 24 The other wives of Ka 9 yapa gave 
birth to Gandharvas, horses, birds, kine, Kimpurushas, fishes, 
and trees and plants. 25 Aditi gave birth to the Adityas, the 
foremost ones among the gods, and possessed of great strength. 
Amongst them Vishnu took birth in the form of a dwarf. 
Otherwise called Govinda, he became the foremost of them 
all. 80 Through his prowess, the prosperity of the gods in- 
creased. Ihe Danavas were vanquished. The offspring of 
Diti were the Asuras. 27 Danu gave birth to the Danavas 
having Vipraehifcti for their foremost. Diti gave birth to all 
the Asuras of great strength. 35 

“ ‘The slayer of Madhu also created the Day and the Night, 
and the Seasons in their order, and the Morn and the Even. 20 
After reflection, he also created the clouds, and all the (other) 
-mobile and mobile objects. Possessed of abundant energy, 
also created the Viqwas and the Earth with all things 
pon her.- 0 Then the highly blessed and puissant Krishr 




ma. 


* Prajapati literally means %rd o* —alures.’ It is a name applied 

o those sons of Brahman who bp J lV 
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0 \ udhkhthira, once again created from his mouth a century?}^ 

01 foremost Brahmanas. 21 From his two arms, he created 

century of Kshatriyas, and from his thighs a century of Vai-? ^ ^ 
^.yas. Then, 0 bull of Bharatas race, Ke^&va created from his ^ ,« 
two feet a century of Uudras.* - Possessed of great ascetic merit, ss 
the slayer of Madhu, having thus created the four orders oft & * ' 
1 . 11011 , made IDliatri .(Brahman } the lord and ruler of all creat- 
ed beings/ 3 Of immeasurable effulgence, Brahman became 
also the expositor of the knowledge of the Vedas. And 
Kegava made him called VIrupaksha the ruler of the spirits lt; 
and ghosts and of those female beings called the Mdtrikaa ’ ^ 
(mothers), 84 And he made Yama the ruler of the Pitris and * ea 
of all sinful men.* The Supreme Soul of all creatures also % 
make Kuvera the lord of all then created # * 

Varuna the lord of waters and governor of all acquati** 

mals. The puissant Vishnu made Vasava the 
deities. 38 In those times, men lived as long as they chose to ^ 
live, and were without any fear of Yama. 57 Sexual congress, j g- 
O chief of the Bharafcas, was then not necessary for perpetua- 
ting the species. In those days, offspring were begotten by n \i 
fiat of the will, 35 In the age that followed, viz., Treta, »gy 
children were begotten by touch alone. The people of that 
age even, 0 monarch, were above the necessity of sexual f or 
congress/ 9 It was in the next age, viz., Dwapara, that the *, v 
practice of sexual congress originated, 0 king, to prevail 
among men. In the Kali age, 0 monarch, men have come to 
marry and live in pairs, 40 ■ . 

“ T have now told thee of the supreme Lord of all crea- 
tores. He is also called the Ruler of all and everything. I 
shall now, 0 son of Kunti, speak to thee about the sinful 
creatures of the Earth. Listen to me !f n Those men, 0 
king, are born in the southern region and are called An- 


* Bamamrtm is another name for Yama the punisher of the 
wicked. — T. . 

f NirapshMn is explained by Nilakantha as niraycmem ihhante 
tin, i. e. those who have their gaze directed towards hell alone. The 
Bur d wan translator takes it as indicative of houseless or nomadic habits, 
upon what authority, it is not plain. —T. ' \ ' ■; 
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dhrakas, Guhas, Pulindas, Oav.ar.as, Ckuchukas, Madrakas,^ 1 
.Those that are bom in the northern region, I shall also 
mention. They are Yaunas, Kamvojas, Gandharas, Kir&ta>> 
and Barbbaras. 45 All of them, 0 sire, are sinful, and move 
on this Earth, characterised by practices similar to those of 
Chandalas and ravens and vultures. 44 In the Krita age, O 
sire, they were nowhere on Earth. It is from the Treta that 
they have had their origin and began to multiply, 0 chief 
of Bharata’s race, 45 When the terrible period came, joining 
Treta and the Dwapara, the Kshatriyas, approaching one 
another, engaged in battle.f 40 

“ ‘Thus, 0 chief of Kuru s race, this universe was started 
into birth by the high-souled Krishna. That observer oi all 
the worlds, viz., the celestial Rishi Narada, has said that 
Krishna is the Supreme God.* 47 Even Narada, 0 king, ad- 
mits the supremacy of Krishna, and his eternity, 0 mighty- 
armed chief of Bharata’s race.1T 43 Thus, 0 mighty-armed one, 
is Ketjava of unvanquishable prowess. That lotus-eyed one 
is not a mere man, He is inconceivable !’ ” 4S 


* K, P. Singha takes Naravara as the name of a tribe. Of course, 
it is a careless blunder. — T. 

t I think K. P. Singha misunderstands this verse. All the texts 
agree in reading it in the same way. To take it, therefore, as implying 
that the sinful races, by warring with one another, suffered destruction 
is doing violence to the word Rajanah . There can be no doubt that 
Bmdhy&Mla means the period of junction between the two ages (Treta 
and Dw&para). It is called terrible. It was at this time that that 
dreadful famine occurred which compelled the royal sage Yi§wamitra 
to subsist on a canine haunch. Vide ante. — T. 

t The correct reading is Mahatmana (instrumental)implying Krishna, 
The Bengal reading Mah&tmav&n is vicious. K. P. Singha has render- 
ed the verse correctly. The Bur d wan translator, with Nilakantha’s 
note before him (for he uses the very words of the commentator), ad- 
heres to the vicious reading and mistranslates the verse.— T. 

H This verse evidently shows that there was dispute about Krishna's 
supremacy, as Professor Weber guesses. The Krishna -cult was at first 
confined among a small minority. Cigupala's and Jarasandha’s tin w ilk 
ingness to admit the divinity of Krishna distinctly points to -this.— T. 
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Section OOYIIL 


“Yudhishfchira asked, — -‘Who were the first Prajapaiis , O 
bull of Bharata s race ? What highly-blessed Rishis are there 
la existence and on which points of the compass do each of 

them dwell V 1 

“BMshma said,— ‘Hear me, 0 chief of the Bharatas, about 
what thou askest me ! I shall tell thee who the Prajapaiis 
were and what Rishis are mentioned as dwelling on which 
point of the horizon . 2 There was at first one Eternal, Divine, 
and Self-born Brahman. The Self-born Brahman begat seven 
illustrious sons . 2 They were Mariehi, Atri, Angiras, Pulastya, 
Pulaha, Kratu, and the highly-blessed Ya^ishtha who was 
equal to the Self-born himself . 4 These seven sons have been 
mentioned in the Pur anas as seven Brahmans. I shall now 
mention all the Prajapaiis who came after these . 5 In Atri’s 
race was born the eterns* and divine Varhi the ancient, who 
had penances for his orig^ "^vom Varhi the ancient sprang 
the ten Praohetasas The\^‘ Prachetasas had one son 
between them, viz., the Prajap^ called by the name of 
Dakslia. This last has two names in the world, viz., Daksha 
and Ka . 7 Mariehi had one son called Ka$yapa. This last 
also has two names. Some call him Arishtanemi, and some 
Ka9yapa . 8 Atri had another son born of his loins, viz., the 
handsome and princely Soma of great energy. He performed 
penances for a thousand celestial Yngas ? The divine Arya- 
man and they who were born unto him as his sons, O 
monarch, have been described as setters of commands, and 
creators of all creatures . 10 Oacjavindu had ten thousand 
wives. Upon each of them their lord begat a thousand 
sons , 11 and so the tale reached ten hundred thousand. Those 
sons refused to call any body else save themselves as Praja- 
paii. 12 The ancient Brahmanas bestowed an appelletion on 
the creatures of the world, derived from Ca<javindu. That 
extensive race of the Prajapati Ca9avindu became in time the 
progenitor of the Vrishni race . 13 These that I have mentioned 
are noted as the illustrious P rajapatis% After this, I shall 


s called 
istrious 
J in the 
Kagya- 
son of 
)hika, 3S 
s hav$ 
live in 
l ones 
rs of 
active 
f all 
omea 
e in 


'IS- 

T in 
ull 

•gy 

for 

■'7 


MAHABHABATA, 


[Mokshadka na ci 


J2S 


mention the deities that are the lords of the three worlds .* 4 
Bhaga, Aiuja, Aryyaman, Mitra, Varuna, Savitri, Dhatri, Vi- 
vaswat of great might, is Tashtri, Pushan, Indra, and Vishnu 
known as the twelfth, — these are the twelve Adltyas, all 
sprang from Ka^yapa. 10 Nasatya and Da<jra are mentioned 
as the two Alvins. These two are the sons of the iilus* 
trious Martanda, the eighth in the above tale. 17 These were 
called first the gods and the two classes of Pitris , Tashtri 
had many sons. Amongst them were the handsome and 
famous Yi<jwarupa, is Ajaikapat, Alii, Bradhna, Yirupaksha, 
and Raivata. Then there were Kara and Vahurapa, Tryam- 
vaka the chief of the Deities, 19 and Savitrya, Jayanta and 
Pinaki the in vincible, The highly blessed Vasus, eight in 
number, have formerly been enumerated by me, 20 These were 
reckoned as gods at the time of the Prajajati Maim. These 
were at first called the gods and the Pitrisr 1 Amongst the 
Siddhas and the Saddhyas there were two classes in conse- 
quence of conduct and youth. The deities were formerly 
considered to be of two classes, viz*, the Ribhus and the 
Maruls* 2i Thus have the Vi^was, the gods, and the A9 wins, 
been ennumerated. Amongst them, the Adityas are Kshatri- 
yas, and the Maruts are Valyas. 23 The two A<jwins, engaged 
in severe penances, have been said to be Cudras, The deities 
sprung from Angirasa’s line have been said to be Brahman as. 
This is certain. 24 Thus have I told thee about the fourfold 
order among the gods. The person who, after rising from 
his bed at morn, recites the names of these deities, 26 becomes 
cleansed of all his sins whether committed by himself inten- 
tionally or unintentionally, or whether born of Ms inter- 
course with others. Yavakrita, Raivya, Arvavasu, Paravasu, 20 
| Ausija, Kakshivat, and Yala, have been said to be the sons 
of Angiras. These, and Kanwa son of the Rishi Medha- 
fcithi, and Varhishada, 27 and the well-known seven Rishis 
who are the progenitors of the three worlds, all reside in the 
Bast. Unmucha, Yimucha, Sa c tyatreya of great energy, 28 
h’amucha, Idhmavaha, .and the divine Dridavrata, and Mitra* 
raruna's son Agastya of great energy, 28 these regenerate 
his all reside in the South* Unhang u, Karusha, Bhaumya, 
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Farivyadha of great energy, 30 and those great Rishis called 
Ekata, Dwita, and Trita, and Atri’s son, viz., the illustrious 
and puissant Saraswat, 31 these high-souled ones reside in the 
West. Atreya, and Vagishtha, and the great Rishi Kagya- 
pa, 32 and Gautama, Bharadwaja, and Vigwamitra the son of 
Kugika, and the illustrious son of the high-souled Richika, 33 
viz., J amadagni,— these seven live in the North. Thus have 
I told thee about the great Rishis of fiery energy that live in 
the different points of the compass, 34 Those high-souled ones 
are the witnesses of the universe, and are the creators of 
all the worlds. Even thus do they dwell in their respective 
quarters. 35 By reciting their names one is cleansed of all 
one’s sins. A person by sojourning to those points becomes 
cleansed of all his sins and succeeds in returning home in 
safety.’ ” 3fi 


Section CGIX. 

“Y udhishfchira said,— ‘0 grandsire, 0 thou of great wis- 
dom and invincible prowess in battle, I wish to hear in 
detail 'of Krishna who is immutable and omnipotent. 1 0 bull 
among men, tell me truly everything about his great energy 
and the great feats achieved by him in days of old. 2 Why 
did that puissant one assume the form of an animal, and for 
achieving what particular act ? Tell me all this, 0 mighty 
warrior *f 3 

“Bhishma said, — 'Formerly, on one occasion, while out 
ah anting, I arrived at the hermitage of Markandeya. There 
I beheld diverse classes of ascetics seated by thousands, 4 
The Rishis honored me by the offer of honey and curds. Ac- 
cepting their worship, I reverentially saluted them in re- 
turn. 5 The following that I shall recite was narrated there 
by the great Rishi Kagyapa. Listen with close attention to 
that excellent and charming account.* In former days, the 
principal Rdnavas , endued with wrath and cupidity, and 
mighty Asums having Naraka for their first, numbering by 
hundreds and drunk with might, 7 and innumerable other 
Ddwxvas that were invincible in battle, became exceedingly 
17 
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jealous of the unrivalled prosperity of the gods , 5 Oppressed 
(at last) by the Dctnavas* the gods and the celestial Ri&hiS; 
failing to obtain peace, fled away In all directions.*' The 
denizens of heaven saw the Earth looking like one sunk In 
sore distress. Overspread with mighty Dxnavas of terrible 
mein, the Earth seemed to be oppressed with a heavy weight. 
Cheerless and grief- stricken, she seemed as if going down In- 
to the nether depths. 10 The Adil-yas, struck with fear, re- 
paired to Brahman, and addressing him, said —How, O Brah- 
man, shall we continue to bear these oppressions of the 
Danavas ? u — The Self-born answered them, saying —I have 
already ordained what is to be done in this matter, 12 En- 
dued with boons, and possessed of might, and swelling with 
pride, those senseless wretches do not know that Vishnu of 
Invisible form, 12 that god incapable of being vanquished by 
the very deities all acting together, hath assumed the form of 
a boar. That Supreme Deity, rushing to the spot whither 
those wretches among Ddnavas, u of terrible aspect, are dwell- 
ing In thousands below the Earth, will slay them all 1 — - 
Hearing these words of the Grandsire, those foremost ones 
among the deities felt great joy, 15 Sometime after, Vishnu of 
mighty energy, encased in the form of a Boar, penetrating 
Into the nether regions, rushed against those offspring of 
DitL 10 Beholding that extraordinary creature, all the Daiiyas , 
uniting together and stupified by Time, quickly proceeded 
against It for exerting their strength, and stood surround- 
ing it, 17 Soon after, they all rushed against that Boar and 
seized it simultaneously. Filled with rage they endeavoured 
to drag the animal from every side. 18 Those foremost of 
Bdnavas , of huge bodies, possessed of mighty energy, swell- 
ing with strength, succeeded not. however, 0 monarch, in. 
doing anything to that Boar. 19 At this they wondered much 
and then became filled with fear. Numbering in thousands, 
they regarded that their last hour had come. 20 Then that 
Supreme God of all the gods, having yoga for his soul and 
yoga for his companion, became rjapfc in yoga , 0 chief of the 
Bharatas, and began to utter tremendous roars, agitating, 
those Daityas and Danavas, 21 All the worlds and the ten 
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points of the compass resounded with those roars, which, for 
this reason, agitated all creatures and filled them with fear. 23 
The very gods with Indra at their head became terror- 
stricken. The whole universe became stilled in consequence 
of that sound. It was a dreadful time. 33 All mobile and im- 
mobile beings became stupified by that sound. The Danavas, 
terrified by that sound, 24 began to fall down lifeless, paralysed 
by the energy of Vishnu. The Boar, with its hoofs, began 
to pierce those enemies of the gods, those denizens of the 
nether regions, and tear their flesh, fat, and bones. 26 In con- 
sequence of those tremendous roars, Vishnu came to be called 
by the name of Sancitana.* 2 * He is also called Padmanabha . 
He is the foremost of yogins . He is the Preceptor of all 
creatures, and their supreme Lord. All the tribes of the 
gods then repaired to the Grandsire. 27 Arrived at the pre- 
sence, those illustrious ones addressed the Lord of the uni- 
verse, saying, — What sort of noise is this, 0 puissant one ? 
We do not understand it. Who is this one, or whose is this 
sound at which the universe hath been stupified ? 28 With the 
energy of this sound or of its maker, the gods and the 
Danavas have all been deprived of their senses ! 29 — Mean- 
while, 0 mighty-armed one, Vishnu in his porcine form hove 
in sight of the assembled gods, his praises hymned by the 
great Rishie . 30 

“ ‘The Grandsire said,' — That is the Supreme God, the 
Creator of all beings, the Soul of all creatures, the foremost 
of all yogins . Of huge body and great strength, he cometh 
here, having slain the foremost ones among the Danavas. 31 
He is the Lord of all beings, the master of yoga, the great 
ascetic, the Soul of all living beings. Be still, all of you ! 

• He is Krishna, the destroyer of all obstacles and impedi- 
ments.-!- 32 That Supreme God, of immeasurable splendour, 
that great refuge of all blessings, having achieved a most 

* This is certainly a very fanciful etymology of the word SanCitcma, 
which ordinarily implies eternal. — T. 

f Atmft Atmanah is explained by Nilakantha a sjibasya pdramdrtM- 
warupam*— T, 
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difficult feat that is incapable of being accomplished by others, 
has returned to his own unmixed nature.*® 2 It is He from 
■whose navel the primeval lotus had sprung. He is the fore- 
most of yogins. Of supreme soul. He is the creator of all 
beings. There is no need for sorrow or fear or grief, ye fore- 
most of gods ! s * He is the Ordainer. He is the Creating 
Principle. He is all-destroying Time. It is He who upholds 
all the worlds. These roars that have alarmed you are being 
uttered by that high-soul ed one.' 5 Of mighty arms, He is the 
object of universal worship. Incapable of deterioration, that 
lotus-eyed one is the origin of all beings and their lord. — ’ 


Section COX. 

“Y udhishthira said, — ‘Tell me, 0 sire, that high yoga by 
which, 0 Bharata, I may obtain Emancipation ! O foremost 
of speakers, I desire to know everything about that yoga 
truly.’ 1 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection is cited the old narra- 
tive of the discourse between a preceptor and his disciple on 
the subject of Emancipation. 2 There was a regenerate pre- 
ceptor who was the foremost of Eishis. He looked like a 
mass of splendour. Possessed of a high soul, he was firm 
In truth and a complete master of his senses.® Once on a 
time, a disciple of great intelligence and close attention, 
desirous of obtaining what was for his highest good, touched 
the preceptor’s feet, and standing with joined hands before 
him, said, 4 — If, 0 illustrious one, thou hast been gratified 
with the worship I have offered thee, it behoveth thee to 
solve a great doubt of mine ! 5 Whence am I and whence art 
thou ? Tell me this fully. Tell me also what is the final 
cause. Why also, 0 best of regenerate ones, when the 
material cause in all beings is the same, their origin and 
destruction happen in such dissimilar ways? It beseems 
thee, 0 thou of great learning, also to explain the object of 
the declarations in the Yedas (about the difference of rites in 

f ‘$V .vft&tjiioijiciin is Pratyahyathdtmyam. — T, 




* The sense is that when all men are equal in respect of their mate- 
rial cause, why are such differences in the crutis and the smHtis about 
t he duties of men ? — T. 
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respect of different classes of men), the meaning of the in- 
junctions of the Sm-ritis and of those injunctions which apply 
to all classes of men !* — 6 ~ 7 

“ ‘The preceptor said —Listen, O disciple, 0 thou of great 
wisdom ! This that thou hast asked me is undisclosed in the 
very Vedas and is the highest subject for thought or discourse. 
It is called Adhyatma and is the most valuable of all bran- 
ches of learning and of all sacred institutes. 8 Vasudeva is 
the Supreme (cause) of the universe. He is the origin of 
the Vedas (viz., Om). He is Truth, Knowledge, Sacrifice, 
Renunciation, Self-restraint, and Righteousness. 0 Persons 
conversant with the Vedas know Him as All-pervading, Eter- 
nal, Omnipresent, the Creator and the Destroyer, the Un- 
manifest, Brahma, Immutable. 10 Hear now from me the 
story of Him who took his birth in Vrishni’s race. A Brah- 
mana should hear the greatness of that God of gods, viz., 
Him called Vishnu of immeasurable energy, from the lips of 
Brahman as. A person of the royal order should hear it from 
persons of that order. One who is a Vai 9 ya should hear it 
from Vahjyas, and a high-souled Cudra should hear it from 
Cudras. 11-12 Thou deservest to hear it. Listen now to the 
auspicious account of Krishna, that narrative which is fore- 
most of all narratives. Vasudeva is the Wheel of Time, 
without beginning and without end. Existence and Non- 
existence are the attributes by which His real nature is 
known. 15 The universe revolves like a wheel, depending up- 
on that Lord of all beings. 0 best of men, Ke 9 ava, that 
foremost of all beings, is said to he that which is Indestruc- 
tible, that which is Unmanifest, that which is Immortal, 
Brahma, and Immutable. 14 The highest of the high, and 
without change or deterioration himself, he created the Pitris, 
the gods, the Bishis. the Yakshas, the Rdkshasas, the JSftigas, 
the Asuras, and human beings. 1 * It is He who also created 
the Vedas and the eternal duties and customs of men. Hav- 
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ing reduced everything into non-existence, lie once more, in 
the beginning of a (new) yaga, creates Prakrit i (primordial 
matter). 1 ® As the diverse phenomena of the several seasons 
appear one after another according to the season that comes*, 
after the like maimer creatures start forth into existence at 
the beginning of every (celestial) yuga . 17 Corresponding 
■with those creatures that start into life is the knowledge ot 
rules and duties that have for their object the regulation of 
the world’s course .* 18 At the end of every (celestial) yuga 
(when universal destruction sets in) the Vedas and all other 
scriptures disappear (like the rest). In consequence of the 
grace of the Self-born, the great Rishis , through their pe- 
nances, first re-acquire the lost Vedas and the scriptures . 18 
The Self-born (Brahman) first acquired the Vedas. Their 
branches called the Angas were first acquired by (the celes- 
tial preceptor) Vrikaspati. Bhrigu’s son (Cukra) first ac- 
quired the science of morality that is so beneficial for the 
universe . 20 The science of music was acquired by Narada ; 
that of arms by Bharadwaja ; the history of the celestial 
Rishis by Gargya; that of medicine by the dark-complexioned 
son of Atri. ai Diverse other Rishis, whose names are con- 
nected therewith, promulgated diverse other sciences such as 
Nay a, (Vai§eshika, Sankhya, Patanjala, &c.). Let that Brah- 
ma which those Rishis have indicated by arguments drawn 
from reason, by means of the Vedas, and by inferences drawn 
from the direct evidence of the senses, be adored . 23 Neither 


* The meaning seems to be this : in the beginning of every celes- 
tial yuga, e., -when the Supreme Being awaking from sleep desires to 
create creatures anew, all creatures or beings start again into life. 
With such starting of every being, the rules that regulate their relations 
and acts also spring up, for without a knowledge of those rules, the 
new creation will soon be a chaos and come to an end. Thus when man 
and woman start into life, they do not eat each other but combine to 
perpetuate the species. With the increase of the human species, again, 
a knowledge springs up in every breast of the duties of righteousness 
and of the diverse other practices, all of which help to regulate the 
new creation till the Creator himself, at the end of the yuga, once more 
Withdraws everything into himself,— T« 
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the gods nor the Rishis were (at first) able to apprehend 
Brahma which Is without beginning and which is the highest 
of the high. Only the divine creator of all things, viz., the 
puissant Narayana, had knowledge of Brahma , 2S From Nara- 
yana, the Rishis , the foremost ones among the deities and 
the Asuras, and the royal sages of old, derived the know- 
ledge of that highest medicine for the cure of sorrow , 24 When 
primordial matter produces existences through the action of 
the primal energy, the universe with all its potencies begins 
to flow from it , 25 From one lighted lamp thousands of other 
lamps are capable of being lighted. After the same manner, 
primordial matter produces thousands of existent things, In 
consequence, again, of Its Infinity, primordial matter is never 
exhausted . 26 From the Unmanifest flows the Understanding 
determined by acts. The Understanding produces Conscious- 
ness. From Consciousness proceeds Space. From Space pro- 
ceeds Wind . 27 From the Wind proceeds Heat. From Heat 
proceeds Water, and from Water is produced the Earth, 
These eight constitute primordial Prakriti . The universe 
rests on them . 28 From those Eight have originated the five 
organs of knowledge, the five organs of action, the five ob- 
jects of the (first five) organs, and the one, viz., the Mind, 
forming the sixteenth, which is the result of their modifica- 
tion . 29 The ear, the skin, the two eyes, the tongue, and 
the nose are the five organs of knowledge. The two feet, 
the lower duct, the organ of generation, the two arms, and 
speech, are the five organs of action . 30 Sound, touch, form, 
taste, and smell are the five objects of the senses, covering 
all things. The Mind dwells upon all the senses and their 
objects . 31 In the perception of taste, the Mind it is that 
becomes the tongue, and in speech it is the Mind that be- 
comes words. Endued with the different senses, it is the 
Mind that becomes all the objects that exist in its apprehen- 
sion . 32 These sixteen, existing in their respective forms, 
should be known as deities. These worship Him who creates 
all knowledge and dwells within the body . 38 Taste is the 
attribute of water; scent is the attribute of earth : hearing 
is the attribute of space ; vision Is the attribute of fire 
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or light ; 34 and touch should be known as the attribute ot 
the wind. This is the case with all creatures at all times,- 
The Mind, it has been said, is the attribute of existence, 
Existence springs from the Unman ifest (or Prakrit!) which, 
every intelligent person should know, rests in That which 
is the Soul of all existent beings . 20 These existences, resting 
upon the supreme Divinity that is above Prakriii and that 
is without any inclination for action, uphold the entire uni- 
verse of mobiles and immobiles . 27 This sacred edifice of nine 
doors^ is endued with all these existences. That which is 
high above them, viz., the Soul, dwells within it, pervading 
it all over. For this reason it is called Ptirusha. m The Soul 
is without decay and not subject to death. It has knowledge 
of what is manifest and what is unmanifest. It is again all- 
pervading, possessed of attributes, subtile, and the refuge 
of all existences and attributes . 20 As a lamp discovers all 
objects great or small (irrespective of its own size), after the 
same manner the Soul dwells in all creatures as the principle 
of knowledge (regardless of the attributes or accidents of 
those creatures ). 40 Urging the ear to hear what it hears, it 
is the Soul that hears. Similarly employing the eye, it is 
the Soul that sees. This body furnishes the means by which 
the Soul derives knowledge. The bodily organs are not the 
doers, but it is the Soul that is the doer, of all acts . 41 There 
is fire in wood, but it can never be seen by cutting open a 
piece of wood. After the same manner, the Soul dwells within 
fche body, but it can never be seen by dissecting the body . 43 
The fire that dwells in wood may be seen by employing pro- 
per means, viz., rubbing the wood with another piece of 
wood. After the same manner, the Soul which dwells within 
the body may be seen by employing proper means, viz., 
yoga. A% Water must exist in rivers. Rays of light are al- 
ways attached to the sun. After the same manner, the Soul 
has a body. This connection does not cease because of the 
constant succession of bodies that the Soul has to enteivf * 

* T. e., the body.— T. ^ V'y ' ■ 1 

t Wha u is meant seems to be this ; there can be no river without 


Farm.}' 


■-GANTI PAEYAa 


In a dream, the Soul, endued with the fivefold senses, leaves 
the body and roves over wide areas. After the same manner, 
when death ensues, the Soul (with the senses in their subtile 
forms) passes out of one body for entering another , 45 The 
Soul is bound by its own former acts. Bound by its own acts 
done in one state of existence, it attains to another state* 
Indeed, it is led from one into another body by its own acts 
which are very powerful in respect of their consequences. 4 ® 
Hiw the owner of a human body, leaving off his body, enters 
another, and then again into another, how, indeed, the entire 
range of beings is the result of their respective acts (of past 
and present lives), I will presently tell you . 5 


Section OGXI. 

e< Bhishma said, — c All immobile and mobile beings, distri- 
buted into four classes, have been said to be of unmanifest 
birth' and unmanifest death. Existing only in the unmanifest 
Soul, the Mind is said to possess the attributes of the un- 
manifest .* 1 As a vast tree is ensconced within a small unblown 
AcwcUha flower and becomes observable only when it comes 
out, even so birth takes place from what is unmanifest . 2 A 
piece of iron, which is inanimate, runs towards a piece of 
loadstone. Similarly, inclinations and propensities due to 
natural instincts, and all else, rim towards the Soul in g. 


water. A river cannot exist without water. When a river is mention- 
ed, watei is implied. Hie connection between a river and water is 
not an accident but a necessary one. The same may be said of the sum 
and its rays. After the same manner, the connection between the Soul 
and the body is a necessary one and not an accident. The Soul cannot 
exist without a body. Of course, the ordinary case only is referred to 
here, for by yoga^ one can dissociate the Soul from the body and in- 
corporate it with Brahma.— 1\ 

* 1 he mind has no existence .except as it exists in the Soul, The. 
comment it or uses the illustration of the second moon seen by the eye 
in water &c., for explaining the nature of the mind It has no real 
existence as dissociated from the Soul,— T, 
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new life. * l Indeed, even as those propensities and possessions 
born of Ignorance and Delusion, and inanimate in respect of 
their nature, are united with the Soul when reborn, after the 
same manner, those other propensities and aspirations of the 
Soul that have their gaze directed towards Brahma become 
united with it, coming to it directly from Brahma itself.j- 4 
Neither earth, nor sky, nor heaven, nor things, nor the vital 
breaths, nor virtue and vice, nor anything else, existed before, 
save the Chit-Soul. Nor have they any necessary connection 
with even the Chit-Soul defiled by Ignoranee4 s The Soul 


* ‘Swabhavahetuja bb&vah’ is explained by the commentator as the 
virtuous and vicious propensities. (Swabhava pui-vasamskara ; sa eva 
heturyesham karmanam tajjah bhavah). ‘All else,’ of course,’ means 
Avidya or Maya, which flows directly from Brahma without bein- de- 
pendent on past acts. The meaning then is this : as soon as the'sonl 

takes a new form or body, all the propensities and inclinations, as de- 
pendent on its past acts, take possession of it. Avidya or Maya also 
takes possession of it. — T. 

t Both the vernacular translators have wrongly rendered this verse 
Notwithstanding the help they have derived from Nilakantha’s gloss. 
The fact is, the gloss itself sometimes requires a gloss. Verses 3 and 4 
are connected with each other. In verse 3, the speaker mentions two 
analogies, viz., first, that of iron, which is inanimate, following the 
loadstone, and, second, of ‘Swabhavahetuja bhavah,’ (meaning, as al- 
ready explained, all such consequences as are horn of the aets° of pre- 
vious lives), as also ‘anyadapi,’ f. e., all else of a similar nature, mean- 
ing, of course, the consequences of ‘Avidya’ or ‘Maya’ which flow 
directly from Brahma instead of former acts. In verse 4, reference 
is again made to ‘avyaktajabhavah,’ meaning propensities and pos- 
sessions born of ‘Avidya’ or ‘Maya.’ This is only a repetition, in 
•another form, of what has already been stated in the second line of 
Verse3- The commentator explains this very clearly in the open in- 
Vordsof his gloss. After this comes the reference to the hi -her pro° 
pensities and aspirations that are in the Soul. The grammar o°f the line 
is this: Tadvat kartuhkaranalakshanah (hhavah) karanat abhisangha- 

The P am meamng> of course > is like all the darker and 
indifferent propensities and possessions that come to the Soul in its new 

theSoul^ ‘ I® -T! 8 HVeS ’ a ° t,le hi Sher aspirations also of 

the Soul come to it from Brahma direct. The word ‘karana’ is used in 

both instances for Brahma as the Supreme Cause of every thin-.-T. 

1 mSeB * e “* Wss 1,1 the ^ere was nothing Lve the- 
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is eternal. It is indestructible. It occurs in every creature. 
It is the cause of the Mind. It is without attributes. This 
universe that we perceive hath been declared (in the Vedas) 
to be due to Ignorance or Delusion. The Soul’s apprehensions 
of form, &c., are due to past desires.* 0 The Soul, when it 
becomes endued with those causes (vis., desires), is lead to the 
state of its being engaged in acts. In consequence of that 
condition, (for those acts again produce desires to end in 
acts anew and so on), — this vast wheel of existence revolves, 
without beginning and without end.f The Unmanifest, vis, 
the Understanding with the desires), is the nave of that wheel. 

Chit-Soul. Existent objects exist only because of Ignorance having de- 
filed the Soul. Their connection again with the Soul is not absolute and 
necessary. That connection may be destroyed without the Soul losing 
anything. What is intended to be conveyed by this verse is that at first, 
i. e. before the creation, there was nothing, except jiva or the Soul with 
Knowledge alone for its indicating attribute. The things mentioned. 
Earth, &c., were not. Nor do they inhere to jiva with even Igno® 
ranee or Delusion for its indicating attribute, l e to the born Soul. The 
born Soul may seem to manifest all those attributes, but it is really 
independent of or separate from them. Their connection with the Soul, 
as already said, is neither absolute nor eternal* In the next verse, the 
speaker explains the nature of those manifestations.— T. 

* The connection between Earth, &c., with the Soul has before been 
said to be neither absolute nor eternal. Whence then that connection % 
In 6, it is said that all the apprehensions of the Soul with regard to 
earth, &c., are due to Ignorance or Delusion flowing directly from 
Brahma and assailing it thereafter. The apprehension of the Soul that 
it is a man or an animal, that it has a body, that it is acting, &c*, are, 
to borrow the commentator’s illustration, just like that of one’s being a 
king in a dream who is not, however, really a king, or of one’s being 
a child who is not, however, really a child. Being eternal or without 
beginning, its first existence under the influence of Delusion is un- 
traceable. As long, again, as it has Knowledge alone for its attribute, 
it remains indestructible, i. e. } free from the mutations of existence* 
It occurs in every creature, i. e in man and beast— T, 

f The sense seems to be this: In consequence of desires the Soul 
Manifests itself in some form of existence. In that state it acts* Those 
acts again lead to desires anew, which, in their turn, bring on new 
forms or states of existence* The circle of existence or life thus goes 
on, without beginning, and without end.— X, 


140 


SLAHABHARATA, 


UMshculhannd 



0?li6 L-tnife^!, (i, tlis body with the senses), cods 
its assemblage of spokes. The perceptions and acts f rc 
circumference. Propelled by the quality of Rajas (P a 
the Soul presides over it (witnessing its revolutions).’ 
oilmen pressing oilseeds in their machine, the conseqi 
born of Ignorance, assailing the universe (of creatures) 
is moistened by Rajas , press or grind it in that wheel 
that succession of existences, the living creature, sou 
the idea of Self in consequence of desire, engages in act, 
the union of cause and effect, those acts again become 
causes .* 10 Effects do not enter into causes. Nor do < 
enter into effects. In the production of effects, Time j 
Cause . 11 The primordial essences (eight in number as 
tioned before), and their modifications (sixteen in mu 
fraught with causes, exist in a state of union, in < 
quence of their being always presided over by the S 
Like dust following the wind that moves it, the ere: 
Soul, divested of body, but endued still with indim 
born of Passion and Darkness and with principles of < 
constituted by the acts of the life that is over, move 
following the direction that the Supreme Soul gives 
The Soul, however, is never touched by those inelins 
and propensities. Nor are these touched" by the Soul 
as superior to them. The wind, which is naturally pu 
never stained by the dust it bears away.f * As the wii 
truly separate from the dust it bears away, even so, the 
»f wisdom should know, is the connection between 
Which is called existence or life and the Snnl v„ — .1. 


ever 


* The Cause is Ignorance. The Effect 
a particular form of existence. When the 
this union, engages in acts, these latter be 
of existence. — T. 

+ The object of this vers© is to reiterat 
session of the body and the senses, &c., do 
Soul. The Soul is really unattached to the, 
exist in a state of union with them, like th 

state of apparent union with the dust it b 
times pure by itself and as a substance, exi 
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•take it that the Soul, in consequence of its apparent union 
with the body and the senses and the other propensities and 
beliefs and unbeliefs, is really endued therewith as its necces- 
sary and absolute qualities. On the other hand, the Soul 
should be taken as existing in its own nature. 15 Thus did 
the divine R%shi solve the doubt that had taken possession 
of his disciple's mind. Notwithstanding all this, people de- 
pend upon means consisting of acts and scriptural rites for 
casting off misery and winning happiness. 10 Seeds that are 
scorched by fire do not put forth sprouts. After the same 
manner, if everything that contributes to misery be consumed 
by the fire of true knowledge, the Soul escapes the obligation 
of rebirth in the world.' 5,17 


Section COXII. 

“Bhishma said,— -'Persons engaged in the practice of acts 
regard the practice of acts highly. Similarly, those that are 
devoted to Knowledge do not regard anything other than 
Knowledge. 1 Persons fully conversant with the Yedas and 
depending upon the utterances contained in them, are rare. 
They that are more intelligent desire the path of abstention 
from acts as the better of the two, viz,, heaven and eman- 
cipation.* 2 Abstention from acts is observed by those that 
are possessed of great wisdom. That conduct, therefore, is 
laudable. The intelligence which urges to abstention from 
acts, is that by which one attains to Emancipation. 3 Possess- 
ed of body, a person, through folly, and endued with wrath 
and cupidity and all the propensities born of Passion and 
Darkness, becomes attached to all earthly objects. 4 One, 

* The Vedas contain declarations of both kind, i, e they urge to 
action as also to abstention from action. The former is necessary as a 
stepping stone to the latter. Such men are rare as understand the de- 
clarations of the Vedas in this way and as conform by their conduct to 
those declarations thus. What is seen, on the other hand, is that some 
betake themselves to acts and some to abstention from acts. The second 
line of the verse has been expanded a little in the translation, follow* 
ing Nilakantjia’s gloss. — T, 
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therefore, who desires to destroy one's connection with the 
body, should never indulge in any impure act. On the other 
hand, one should create by one's acts a path for attaining to 
emancipation, without wishing for regions of felicity (in the 
next world ),* 5 As gold, when united with iron, loses its 
purity and fails to shine, even so Knowledge, when existing 
with attachment to earthly objects and such other faults, 
fails to put forth its splendour.f* He who, influenced by 
cupidity and following the dictates of desire and wrath, 
practises unrighteousness, transgressing the path of righte- 
ousness, meets, with complete destruction 4 7 One who is de- 
sirous of benefiting oneself should never follow, with excess 
of attachments, earthly possessions represented by the objects 
of the senses. If one does it, wrath and joy and sorrow 
arise from one another (and make one miserable). 5 When 
every one’s body is made up of the five original elements as 
also of the three attributes of Goodness, Passion, and Dark- 
ness, whom shall one adore and whom shall one blame with 
what words ? fl Only they that are fools become attached to 
the objects of the senses. In consequence of folly they do not 
know that their bodies are only modifications of earfch.$ lCk 
As a house made of earth is plastered over with earth, even 
so this body which is made of earth is kept from destruction 
by food which is only a modification of earth . 11 Honey and 
oil and milk and butter and meat and salt and treacle and 
grain of all kinds and fruit and roots are all modifications 



* Beha-ydpanam means destruction of the connection the body has 
with the soul. In the second line, the performance of acts is prescrib- 
ed only as a preparation, for acts contribute to purity of the SouL 
Acts should not, the speaker says, be performed from desire of fruit, 
ms., heaven, by one desirous of Emancipation. Eh P. Singha omits the 
first line of the verse, but gives the sense of the second line correctly. 
The Burdwan translator misunderstands the gloss he quotes and makes 
nonsense of the verse.— T. 

. t Vipakkam is explained by Nilakantha as pakalimm ; and apakka- 
kct&Myakhyam as apakka-kaihdye pumsi dhliyd upadegah ymya t am Sc,— 
X Anuptavan is atiusaran ; alcramya means upamridya. — T. 

$ Yijnana here means the loss or absence of knowledge,—!. 
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* YdtMrtham , u e for the true objects of his life, tns., for acting 
righteously and accomplishing emancipation, — T. 

t At first there was only jiva or the Soul having knowledge alone 
for its attribute. When it became clothed with Ignorance, the universe 
sprang up around it. Consciousness is due to that union of the Soul 
with Ignorance. Hence, all things rest on Consciousness, and Consci* 
ousness is the root of all sorrow. — T. 

| The sense of this verse seems to be this: if all things rest ot| 
Consciousness which is an attribute of Ignorance or Delusion, why then 
this uniformity instead of the irregularity that characterises all ’per- 
ceptions in dreams ? The answer is that the uniformity is the result of 
past acts, of acts which are due to Consciousness. These produce uni- 
formity qi perceptions even as time, subject to its own laws, producer 
the phenomena of the seasons with uniformity, — T,'. 
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Darkness and is born of Ignorance. To the three attribute * cl 
Goodness, Passion, and Darkness are attached a!! the joys 
and sorrows (of creatures).* 1 Listen now to those consequen- 
ces that spring from the attributes of Goodness, Passion, awl 
Darkness. Contentment, the satisfaction that arises from 
joy, certainty, intelligence, and memory, — these are the con- 
sequences born of the attribute of Goodness. I shall now 
mention the consequences of Passion and Darkness," Desire, 
wrath, error, cupidity, stupifaction, fear, a:.d fatigue, be- 
long to the attribute of Passion. Cheerlessness, grief, dis- 
content, vanity, pride, and wickedness, all belong to Dark- 
ness.* 5 Examining the gravity or lightness of these anti 
other faults that dwell in the Soul, one should reflect upon 
each of them one after another (for ascertaining which of 
them exist, which have become strong or weak, which have 
been driven off, and which remain).’ 24 

y “Yudhishthira said, — 'What faults arc abandoned by 
persons desirous of Emancipation ? What are those that are 
weakened by them ? What are the faults that come repeat- 
edly (and are, therefore, incapable of being got rid of) ? 
What, again, are regarded as weak, through stupifaction, 
(and, therefore, as permissible) ? ss What, indeed, are those 
faults upon whose strength and weakness a wise man should 
reflect with the aid of intelligence and of reasons ? I have 
doubts upon these subjects. Discourse to me on these, 0 
grandsire l’ 20 

' “Bhishma said,— ‘A person of pure Soul, by extracting all 
his faults by their roots, succeeds in obtaining Emancipation, 
A.s an axo made of steel cuts a steel chain (and accomplish- 
ing the act becomes broken itself ), after the same manner, 
a person of cleansed Soul, destroying all the faults that 
spring from Darkness and that are born with the Soul (when 
it is reborn), succeeds in dissolving his connection with the 
body (and attaining Emancipation) ** T The qualities having 

* I have expanded the last line far bringing out the meaning of the 

word nacyati clearly. Of course, I follow Nilakantha’s explanation 
of the simile.— T. 
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their origin in Passion, those that spring from Darkness, and 
those stainless ones characterised by purity, (viz., those in- 
cluded under the quality of Goodness), constitute as it were 
the seed from which all embodied creatures have grown, 
Amongst these, the attribute of Goodness alone is the causa 
through which persons of cleansed Souls succeed in attaining 
to Emancipation , 28 A person of cleansed soul, therefore, 
should abandon all the qualities born of Passion and Dark- 
ness. Then again when the quality of Goodness becomes freed 
from those of Passion and Darkness, it becomes more res- 
plendent still . 28 Some say that sacrifices and other acts 
performed with the aid of mantras, and which certainly con- 
tribute to the purification of the Soul, are evil or cruel acts, 
(Phis view is not correct.) On the other hand, those act3 
are the chief means for dissociating the Soul from all worldly 
attachments, and for the observance of the religion of tran- 
quillity .* 9 Through the influence of the qualities born of 
Passion, all unrighteous acts are performed, and all acts 
fraught with earthly purposes as also all such acts as spring 
from desire are accomplished . 81 Through qualities born of 
Darkness, one does all acts fraught with cupidity and spring- 
ing from wrath. In consequence of the attribute of Dark- 
ness, one embraces sleep and procrastination and becomes 
addicted to all acts of cruelty and carnal pleasure . 32 That 
person, however, who, possessed of faith and scriptural know- 
ledge, is observant of the attribute of Goodness, attends only 
to all good things and becomes endued with (moral) beauty 
and a soul free from every taint.’ ” 33 


Section GCXIII. 

“Bhishma said— ‘From the attribute of Passion arises 
delusion or loss of judgment. From the attribute of Dark- 
ness, O bull of Bharata s race, arise wrath and cupidity and 
fear and pride. When all these are destroyed, one becomes 
pure . 1 By obtaining purity, a person succeeeds in arriving 
at the knowledge of the Supreme Soul- which is. resplendent 
with effulgence, incapable of deterioration, without change ? 

19 
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•pervading all things, having the unmanifest for his refuge, 
and the foremost of all the deities . 2 Invested in His mays, 
men fall away from knowledge and become senseless, and 
in consequence of their knowledge being darkened, yield 
to wrath .* 5 From wrath, they become subject to desire. 
From desire spring cupidity and delusion and vanity and 
pride and selfishness. From such selfishness proceed various 
kinds of acts.f 1 From acts spring diverse bonds of affection 
and from those bonds of affection springs sorrow or misery and 

from acts fraught with joy and sorrow proceeds the liability 

to birth and death .* 1 In consequence of the obligation of 
birth, the liability is incurred of a residence within the womb, 
due to the union of vital seed and blood. That residence is 
defiled with excreta and urine and phlegm, and always fouled 
•with blood that is generated there.® Overwhelmed by thirst, 
the Chit-Soul becomes bound by wrath and the rest that 
have been enumerated above. It seeks, however, to escape 
those evils. In respect of this, women must be regarded as 
instruments which set the stream of Creation agoing . 7 By 
their nature, women are Kshetra, and men are Ksheti'ajna 
in respect of attributes. For this reason, persons of wisdom 
should not pursue women in especial (among other objects of 
the world ).® 8 Indeed, women are like frightful mantra- 


& In. the Crutis it is said that Brahma lias two attributes, Tidy a 
(Knowledge), and Avidya (Ignorance) with Mftyft (delusion). It is in 
consequence of this Maya that chit-souls or jiva* become attached to 
worldly things. It is in consequence of this M&ya that persons, even 
when they understand that all is nought, cannot totally dissociate them* 
selves from them. — T. 

t Mana is explained by the commentator as worship of one's own 
self ; Barpa is freedom from all restraints ; and Aha.inhd.ra is a complete 
disregard of others and centering all thoughts on one's own self. Here 
Ahanhdra is not Consciousness.— -T. 

J Kritatakshan&h is explained by the commentator as Kriidswi* 
Mrdh . — T. 

$ The force of the simile lies in this : Prahriti binds Kshetrajna or 
the Soul and obliges it to take birth, &e. Women are Prakrits men are 
Souls. A s the Soul should seek to avoid the contact of Prakriti and 
strive for emancipation, even so should men seek to avoid women. It 
should be added that women, ha, almost all the dialects of India 
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powers. They stuplfy persons reft of wisdom. They are: 
sunk in the attribute of Passion, They are the eternal em- 
bodiment of the senses ,* 0 In consequence of the keen desire; 
that men entertain for women, offspring proceed from them, 
due to (the action of ) the vital seed. As one casts off from 
ones body such vermin as take their birth there but as are 
not on that account any part of oneself, even so should one 
cast off those vermin of ones body that are called children, 
who, though regarded as one’s own, are not one’s own iff 
reality , 10 From the vital seed as from sweat (and other 
filfeh) creatures spring from the body, influenced by the 
acts of previous lives or in the course of nature. There-: 
fore, one possessed of wisdom should feel no regard for 
them.f 11 The attribute of Passion rests on that of Dark- 
ness. The attribute of Goodness, again, rests on that of 
Passion, Darkness which is unmanifest overspreads itself on 
Knowledge, and causes the phenomena of Intelligence and 
Gonciousness ^ 12 That knowledge possessing the attributes" 


derived from Sanskrit, are commonly called Pralcriti or symbols of 
Prahritiy thus illustrating the extraordinary popularity of the philo- 
sophical doctrine about PraJcriti and Purusha . — T. 

* Kritya is m<m<fra-power or the efficacy of Atharvan rites. What 
es said here is that women areas frightful as Atharvan rites which can 
bring destruction upon even unseen foes. Rajasi antarhitah means that 
they are sunk so completely in that attribute as to become invisible, 
i, €■>, competely enveloped by that attribute.— T. 

t The sense is this ; parasitical vermin spring from sweat and other' 
filth ernited by the body. Children spring from the vital seed. In the 
former case, it is Swabhava (nature) that supplies the active energy. 
In the latter, the undying influence of previous acts and propensities 
supply the active force. One’s offspring, therefore, are like the para* 
sitical vermin on one’s body. Wisdom should teach disregard or in- 
difference for either.— T. . * 

t This is a repetition of what has been asserted in various forms be- 
fore. Rajas (passion) is the cause of Pravritti or propensity for act®. 
Battwa (goodness) is enlightenment or the higher aspirations that lead to 
Brahma. Both rest on Tamas (Darkness)* *the first immediately, the 
last mediately. . Chit, or Jiva is pure Knowledge. When overtaken by 
Ttmas or AvyaMa % -it becomes . clothed with that .existence which ir 
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of Intelligence and Conciousness has been said to be the seed 
of embodied Souls. That, again, which is the seed of such 
knowledge is called the Jim (or Chit-Soul).* In consequence 
of acts and the virtue of time, the Soul goes through birth 
and repeated rounds of rebirth . 13 As in a dream the Soul 
sports as if invested with a body which, of course, is due to the 
action of the mind, after the same manner, it obtains in the 
mother’s womb a body in consequence of attributes and pro- 
pensities having (past) acts for their origin . 11 Whatever senses, 
while it is there, are awakened by past acts as the operating 
cause, become generated in Consciousness in consequence of 
the mind co-existing with attachments. - } - "'’ In consequence of 
the past thoughts of sound that are awakened in it, the Soul, 
subjected to such influences, receives the organ of hearing. 
Similarly, from attachment to forms, its eye is produced, 
and from its longing after scent its organ of smelling . 16 
From thoughts of touch it acquires the skin. In the same 
way the fivefold breaths are acquired by it, viz., Prana 
Apdna, Vyana, Udana, and Sam ana, which contribute to 
keep the body agoing . 17 Encased in body with all limbs fully 
developed in consequence (as shown above) of past acts, the 


nailed life or which we realise in the world, the conditions . of that life 
being Consciousness and Intelligence. — T. 

* The Chit or Soul is all Knowledge. When overspread with Igno- 
rance or Darkness, it becomes manifested by Intelligence and Conscious- 
ness, t. e. y assumes a form or body, Knowledge overspread by Dark- 
ness, therefore, or Knowledge with the attributes of Intelligence and 
Consciousness, is the cause of Chit or Soul or Jim assuming a body* 
Such knowledge, therefore, is called the seed of the body. Then, again, 
the tadvijam (the second expression),^’. e, the foundation on which 
knowledge overspread by ignorance (or knowledge with the attributes of 
Intelligence and consciousness) rests, is, of course, pure Knowledge or 
thit or jiva or Soul as it existed before life. It is only another form of 
repeating a statement made several times before. Both the vernacular 
translators have misunderstood the last half of the second line. — T. 

f The meaning, of course, is that while in the mother’s womb, the 
Soul remembers the acts of past lives, and those acts influence and de- 
termine the growth of its senses as also the character it will display in its 
new life..— T, 
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Soul takes birth, with sorrow, both physical and mental, in 
the beginning, middle, and end. 18 It should be known that 
sorrow springs from the very fact of acceptance of body (in 
the womb). It increases with the idea of Self. From renun- 
ciation of these (attachments which are the cause of birth), 
sorrow meets with an end. He that is conversant with 
sorrow’s end attains to Emancipation.* 10 Both the origin and 
the destruction of the senses rest in the attribute of Passion. 
The man of wisdom should act with proper scrutiny with the 
aid of the eye constituted by the scriptures.f 20 The senses of, 
knowledge, even if they succeed in earning all their objects, 
never succeed in overwhelming the man that is without thirst. 
The embodied Soul, by making its senses weak, escapes the 
obligation of rebirth.^’ ” 21 


Section COXIV. 

“Bhishma said, — T shall now tell thee what the means 
are (for conquering the senses) as seen with the eye of the 
scriptures. A person, 0 king, will attain to the highest end 
by the help of such knowledge and by framing his conduct. 
accordingly. 1 Amongst ail living creatures man is said to 
be the foremost. Among men, those that are regenerate 
have been called the foremost ; and amongst the regenerate, 


* I do not follow Nilakantha in his grammatical exposition of the 
second line. That exposition seems to be very farfetched. Besides, 
tebhyah tv&g&t for testem tyag&t is no violence to grammar, the use of the 
ablative in this sense not being unfrequent in these writings. — T. 

t Women have before ( vide verse 9 of this section) been said to be 
the embodiment of the senses and as antarhit&h in Rajas or Passion. 
The senses, therefore, are, it is concluded here, originated in Rajas. By 
the destruction, again, of Rajas , they may be destroyed. What is want- 
ed, therefore, is the conquest of Rajas or Passion. This may be effected 
with the aid of the eye whose vision has been sharpened by scriptural 
knowledge. — T. 

t After indriy fatten , as explained by the commentator, prttpyapi 
understood. There are two classes of indriyas % viz , those of knowledge; 
and those for the performance of acts. Escapes the obligation of rebirth , 
i e., attains to Emancipation,— T* ' 
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they -that are conversant with the Vedas , 2 These last arc 
regarded as the souls of all living creatures. Indeed, those" 
Brahmanas that are conversant with the Vedas are regarded 
as-' all-seeing and omniscient. They ate persons who have 
become conversant with Brahma,* As a blind man, without 
a guide, encounters many difficulties on a road, so has a per- 
son destitute -of knowledge to encounter many obstacles in 
the world. For this reason those that are possessed of know- 
ledge are regarded as superior to the rest . 4 Those that are 
desirous of acquiring virtue practise diverse kinds of rites 
according to the dictates of the scriptures. They do not, 
however, succeed in attaining to Emancipation , all that they 
gain being those good qualities of which I shall presently 
speak .* 5 Purity of speech, of body, and of mind, forgiveness, 
truth, steadiness, and intelligence, — these good qualities are 
displayed by righteous persons observant of both kinds of 
religion . 6 That which is called Brahmacharyya (religion of 
abstention or yoga) is regarded as the means of attaining to 
Brahma , That is the foremost of all religions. It is by the 
practice of that religion that one obtains the highest end 
{viz,, Emancipation ). 7 Brahmacharyya is divested of all con- 
nection with the five vital breaths, mind, understanding, the 
five senses of perception, and the five senses of action. It Is 
on that account free from all the perceptions that the senses 
give. It is heard only as a word, and Its form, without 
being seen, can only be conceived . 5 It is a state of existence 
depending only on the mind. It is free from all connection 
with the senses. That sinless state should be attained to by 
the. understanding alone.® He that practises it duly attains 
to Brahma ; he that practises it half and half, attains to the 

* Arihasdmanyam, is explained by Nilakantha as phalasamyam Mo - 
hshdkhyarrt niratigayam. The Burdwan translator, while using the very 
words of the commentator, mistranslates this verse. The speaker desires- 
to *how the difference between the religion of Prawitti or acts and that* 
of Fivritti or abstention from acts. Those that follow the former cannot 
attain to Emancipation. What they gain are certain good qualities men- 
tioned in the next verse, which, however, are equally gained by the- 
■followers of the religion of r , 
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condition of the gods ; while he that practises it indifferently* 
takes birth among Brahman as and possessed of learning at- 
tains to eminence . 10 Evahmacharyya is exceedingly diffi- 
cult to practise. Listen now to the means (by which one 
may practise it). That regenerate person who betakes him- 
self to it should subdue the quality of Passion as soon as it 
begins to manifest itself or as soon as it begins to be power- 
ful . 11 One that has betaken oneself to that vow should not 
speak with women. He should never cast his eyes on an 
undressed woman. The sight of women, under even indiffer- 
ent circumstances, fills all weak-minded men with Passion . 12 
If a person (while observing this vow) feels a desire for 
woman rising in his heart, he should (as an expiation) observe 
the vow called Krichcchra and also pass three days in water.* 
If desire is entertained in course of a dream, one should, 
diving in water, mentally repeat for three times the three 
Biles by Aghamarshana.i * 13 That wise man who has betaken 
himself to the practice of this vow should, with an extended 
and enlightened mind, burn the sins in his mind which are 
all due to the quality of Passion . 14 As the duct that bears 
away the refuse of the body is very closely connected with 
the body, even so the embodied Soul is very closely connected 
with the body that confines it . 16 The different kinds of 
juices, passing through the network of arteries, nourish 
men s wind and bile and phlegm, blood and skin and flesh, 
intestines and bones and marrow, and the whole body. 1 ® 
Know that there are ten principal ducts. These assist the 
functions of the five senses. From those ten branch out 
thousands of other ducts that are minuter in form . 17 Like 
rivers filling the ocean at the proper season, all these ducts, 
containing juices, nourish the body . 18 Leading to the heart 
■there is a duct called Manovaha . It draws from ©very part 


* The vow of Krichcchra consists of certain fasts, Pass three days w 
water) i <?., stand in a tank or stream with water up to the chin. — T. 

+ The three Riles begin with Ritancha Satyancha &c. Every Br&h« 
maria who knows his morning and evening prayers knows these three RiJk 
well— T, . 
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of the human body the vital seed which is born of desire , 11 
Numerous other ducts branching out from that principal one 
extend into every part of the body and bearing the element 
of heat cause the sense of vision (and the rest ). 50 As the 
butter that lies within milk is churned up by churning rods 
even so the desires that are generated in the mind (by the 
sight or thought of women) draw together the vital seed that 
lies within the body . 21 In the midst of even our dreams 
passion having birth in imagination assails the mind, with 
the result that the duct already named, viz,, Manovaha 
throws out the vital seed born of desire . 22 The great and 
divine Jiishi Atri is well conversant with the subject of the 
generation of the vital seed. The juices that are yeiided by 
food, the duct called Manovaha, and the desire that is born 
of imagination, — these three are the causes that originate 
the vital seed which has Indra for its presiding deity. The 
passion that aids in the emission of this fluid is, therefore, 
called Indriya , n Those persons who know that the course 
of vital seed is the cause of (that sinful state of things called) 
intermixture of castes, are men of restrained passions. Their 
sins are regarded to have been burnt off, and they are never 
subjected to rebirth . 24 He that betakes himself to action 
simply for the purpose of sustaining his body, reducing with 
the aid of the mind the (three) attributes (of Goodness, Pas- 
sion, and Darkness) into a state of uniformity, and brings at 
his last moments the vital breaths to the duct called Mano- 
vaha, escapes the obligation of rebirth * 2S The Mind is sure 


* “Witli the aid of the mind” means yoga. Dehakarmct means one 
whose aw* are undertaken only for the purpose of sustaining the body, i, 
one who does no act that is not strictly necessary for supporting life ; 
hence, as the commentator explains, one who is free from all propensities 
leadiug to external objects. Manovaham prUnUn nudan, i. a., bringing 
or sendmg the vital breaths to the duct called Manovaha or Smhnmnl 
Though a physical act, its accomplishment becomes possible only by a 
long course of penances consisting in the withdrawal of the mind from 
external objebts. “Reducing the (three) attributes to a state of unifor- 
mity,” as explained by the commentator, means “arriving at “Nirvikalpa ” 
». at that state of knowledge which is independent of the senses.— T. 
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' to gain Knowledge. . It h the Mind that takes the form of 
all things. The minds of all high-souled persons, attaining 
to success through meditation, become freed from desire, 
■.eternal, arid luminous ,* 20 Therefore, for destroying the mind 
.(as mind), one should do only sinless deeds, and freeing one-* 
self from the attributes of Passion and Darkness, one is sure 
to attain to an end that is very desirable .*}* 27 Knowledge 
(ordinarily) acquired in younger days becomes weakened with 
decrepitude. A person, however, of ripe understanding sue* 
needs, through the auspicious effects of past lives, in des- 
troying his desires.t 98 Such a person, by transcending the 
bonds of the body and the senses like a traveller crossing a 
path full of obstacles, and transgressing all faults he sees, 
succeeds in tasting the nectar (of Emancipation ).* ” 2a 


* The Knowledge here spoken of Is that knowledge which is inde- 
pendent of the senses. What the speaker says is that such Knowledge 
is no myth but is sure to arise. When it arises, its possessor comes to 
know that the external wi>rld, &c., is only the mind transformed, like 
the sights seen and sounds heard and thoughts cherished in a dream. 
In the second line the results of that knowledge are declared. The 
mind of a Mahatma is mantra-siddha , a. e has won success by the 
meditation of the initial mantra or om ; it is nitya , i. e eternal, mean- 
ing probably that though the result of Mdycl or Avidy it is no longer 
subject to rebirth ; it is virajas , i. e., free from desire and passion; 
and lastly it is Jyotnlmat or luminous, meaning Omniscient and Omni- 
potent. The commentator cites a passage from Ya§ishtha’s treatise 
on yoga which declares the same results as consequent on the attainment 
of Knowledge. It is, of course, implied that in attaining to such a 
state, the mind as mind must be destroyed or merged into the Soul, and 
the Soul, with knowledge only for its attribute, must exist. In the 
previous verse emancipation after death has been spoken of. In this* 
jivanmukti or emancipation in life is referred to. — T. 

f “Freeing oneself from the attributes of Passion and Darkness / 1 
t. <?., by practising the religion of abstention from acts. — T, 

J. Adatte from da meaning to cut or destroy. Manasamvalam., as 
■explained by the comment ator, is sankalpam, i. e, desires or purposes. 
The man of ripe understanding, by doing this, attains to that know- 
ledge which is not subject to decay with age. Hence, such knowledge 
is superior to knowledge acquired in the oi'dinary way.-— T. 
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Section CCXV. 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Living creatures, by being attached to 
"objects of the senses which are always fraught with evil* 
become helpless. Those high-souled persons, however, who 
are not attached to them, attain to the highest end . 1 The 
man of intelligence, beholding the world overwhelmed with 
the evils constituted by birth, death, decrepitude, sorrow, 
disease, and anxieties, should exert for the attainment of 
Emancipation . 2 He should be pure in speech, thought, and 
body ; he should be free from pride. Of tranquil soul and 
possessed of knowledge, he should lead a life of mendicancy, 
and pursue happiness without being attached to any worldly 
object . 2 Again, if attachment he seen to possess the mind 
in consequence of compassion to creatures, he should, seeing 
that the universe is the result of acts, show indifference in 
respect of compassion itself * 4 Whatever good acts are per- 
formed, or whatever sin (is perpetrated), the doer tastes 
the consequences. Hence, one should, in speech, thought, 
and deed, do only acts that are good.-f - 5 He succeeds in 
obtaining happiness who practises abstention from injuring 
(others), truthfulness of speech, honesty towards all creatures, 
and forgiveness, and who is never heedless . 0 Hence one, 
exercising one’s intelligence, should dispose one’s mind, after 
training it, on peace towards all creatures .:]; 7 That man who 


* Compassion may sometimes lead to excess of attachment, as in the 
case of Bharata towards his littie deer. The universe is the result of 
acts because acts determine the character of the life the soul assumes. In 
the case of Bharata, he was obliged to take birth as a deer in his next 
life in. consequence of all his thoughts in the previous life having been 
centred on a deer.— T. 

t K. P. Sipgha wrongly translates this verse. Tat should be sup. 
plied before agnide ; there is a redundant va in the first line. The Bnr- 
dwan translator renders it correctly.— T. 

J -The budhi here refered to is intelligence cleansed by scriptures. 
Samahitam mctnah is, as explained by the commentator, mind freed 
from anger and malice, &e., t. e., properly trained.— T. 



regards the practice of the virtues enumerated above as the 
highest duty, as conducive to the happiness of ali creatures,, 
and as destructive of all kinds of sorrow,, is possessed of the 
highest knowledge, and succeeds in obtaining happiness. 
Hence (as already said), one should, exercising one’s intelli- 
gence, dispose one’s mind, after training it, on peace towards 
all creatures . 8 One should never think of doing evil to others. 
One should not covet what is far above one’s power to attain. 
One should not turn one’s thoughts towards objects that are- 
non-existent. One should, on the other hand, direct one’s 
smind towards knowledge by such persistent efforts as are- 
sure to succeed .* 3 With the aid of the declarations of the 
$ru>tis and of persistent efforts calculated to bring success, 
that Knowledge is sure to flow. One that is desirous of 
saying good words or observing a religion that is refined of 
ali dross , 10 should utter only truth that is not fraught with 
any malice or censure. One that is possessed of a sound heart 
should utter words that are not fraught with dishonesty, that 
are not harsh, that are not cruel, that are not evil, and that 
are not characterised by garrulity.. The universe is bound 
in speech. If disposed to renunciation (of all worldly objects) 
then should one proclaim ,-}- 11 ' 13 with a mind fraught with 
humility apd a cleansed understanding, one’s own evil acts.$ 
He who betakes himself to action, impelled thereto by pro- 
pensities fraught with the attribute of Passion , 13 obtains 

* “One should not covet c&c,” like kingdoms and thrones in the case 
of ordinary men. “Non-existent objects,” such as sons and wives that 
are dead or that are unborn or unwed. — T. 

t Samsdra, as explained by the commentator, means both this and 
the other world. It is bound in speech in this sense, viz., that whatever 
is spoken is never destroyed and affects permanently both the speaker 
the listener, so that not only in one life, but in the infinite course of 
lives, the speaker will be affected for good or for evil by the words that 
escape his lips. This fully accords with the discovery of modern science, 
bo eloquently and poetically enunciated by Babbage, of the indestructi- 
bly of force or energy when once applied. How appalling is the sanc- 
tion (which is not a myth) under which evil-speaking is forbidden !— T. - 

t Such self-disclosure, destroys the effects of those acta and prevent* 
their recurrence,-— T, 
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■much misery in this world ail'd' at last sinks into ■hell. One 
should, therefore, practise self-restraint in body, speech, 
and mind . 14 Ignorant persons bearing the burdens of the 
world are like robbers laden with their booty of straggling 
sheep (secreted from herds taken out for pasture). The 
latter are always regardful of roads that are unfavorable to 
them (owing to the presence of the kings watch).* 15 Indeed, 
as robbers have to throw away their spoil if they wish 
for safety, even so should a person cast off all acts dic- 
tated by Passion and Darkness if he is to obtain felicity . 16 
Without doubt, a person that is without desire, free from 
the bonds of the world, contented to live in solitude, abs- 
temious in diet, devoted to penances, and with senses under 
control , 17 that has burnt all his sorrows by (the acquisition 
of ) knowledge, that takes a pleasure in practising all the 
particulars of yoga discipline, and that has a cleansed soul, 
succeeds, in consequence of his mind being withdrawn into 
Itself, in attaining to Brahma or Emancipation. *f 13 One 

endued with patience and a cleansed soul should, without 
doubt, control one's understanding. With the understanding 
(thus disciplined), one should next control one’s mind, and 
then with the mind overpower the objects of the senses . 19 
Upon the mind being thus brought under control and the 
senses being all subdued, the senses will become luminous 
and gladly enter into Brahma.™ When one’s senses are 
withdrawn into the mind, the result that occurs is that 
Brahma becomes manifested in it. Indeed, when the senses 
are destroyed, and the soul returns to the attribute of pure 
existence, it comes to be regarded as transformed into Brail* 
ma. n Then again, one should never make a display of one’s 
yoga, power* On the other hand, one should always exert to 
restrain one’s senses by practising the rules of yoga . Indeed, 


■* Bobbers laden with booty are always in danger of seizure. Even 
so unintelligent men bearing the burdens of life are always liable to des- 
t-r action. — T. 

+ Nishprachareiia means Niruddkenct as explained by the commen« 
iator.—T, 
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one engaged in the practice of yoga rules should do all those 
acts by which one’s conduct and disposition may become 
pure ,* 23 (Without making one’s yoga powers the means of 
one’s subsistence) one should rather live upon broken grains 
of corn, ripe beans, dry cakes of seeds from which the oil has 
been pressed out, potherbs, half-ripe barley, flour of fried 
pulses, fruits, and roots, obtained in alms.f 23 Reflecting 
upon the characteristics of time and place, one should accord- 
ing to one’s inclinations observe, after proper examination, 
vows and rules about fasts . 24 One should not suspend an ob- 
servance that has been begun. Like one slowly creating a 
fire, one should gradually extend an act that is prompted by 
knowledge. By doing so, Brahma gradually shines in one 
like the Sun . 25 The Ignorance which has Knowledge for its 
resting ground, extends its influence over all the three states 
(of waking, dreaming, and dreamless slumber). The Know- 
ledge, again, that follows the Understanding, is assailed by 
Ignorance .^ 25 The evil-hearted person fails to obtain a know- 
ledge of the Soul in consequence of taking it as united with 
the three states although in reality it transcends them all 
When, however, he succeeds in apprehending the limits under 



* I adopt the reading prah&ceta and the interpretation that ISTilakan- 
tha puts upon it. — T. 


t K. P. Singha translates these words very carelessly. The Bur- 
dwan translator, by following the commentator closely, has produced a 
correct version. Kulmdsha means ripe grains or seeds of the Phaselous 
radiatus. Piny oka is the cake of mustard seeds or sesamnm after the 
oil has been pressed out. Yclvaka means unripe barley, or, as the corn- 
men ta tor explains, raw barley powdered and boiled in hot water.-— T. 

t What is meant by the first line of the verse is this. The Soul had, 
before the creation, only Knowledge for its attribute. When Ignorance 
or Delusion, proceeding from Supreme Brahma^ took possession of it* 
the Soul became an ordinary creature, i, e, consciousness, mind, &c., 
resulted. This Ignorance, therefore, established itself upon Knowledge 
and transformed the original character of the Soul. What is stated -in 
the second line is that ordinary knowledge which follows the had of the 
understanding is affected by ignorance, the result of which is that the 
Soul takes those things that really spring from itself to be things differ* 
eat from Its elf and possessing an independent existence.— T» T 
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which the two, viz,, union with the three states and jura- 
tion. from them, are manifested, it is then that he becomes 
divested of attachment and attains to Emancipation." 7 When 
such an apprehension has been attained, one transcends the 
effects of age, rises superior to the consequences of decre- 
pitude and death, and' obtains Brahma, which is eternal, 
■deathless, immutable, and undeteriorating.’ ??iS 


Section COX VI. 

"Bhishma said, — 'The yogin who wishes to always prac- 
tise sinless Brahmacharyya and who is impressed with the 
faults attaching to dreams, should, with his whole heart, seek 
to abandon sleep . 1 In dreams, the embodied soul, affected by 
the attributes of Passion and Darkness, seems to become 
possessed of another body and move and act influenced by 
desire .* 2 In consequence of application for the acquisition of 
knowledge and of continued reflection and recapitulation, the 
yogin remains always awake. Indeed, the yogin can keep 
‘himself continually awake by devoting himself to knowledge.® 
On this topic it has been asked what is this state in which the 
embodied creature thinks himself surrounded by and en- 
gaged in objects and acts ? True it is that the embodied 
being, with its senses really suspended, still thinks itself to 
be possessed of body with all the senses of knowledge and of 
action . 4 As regards the question started, it is said that that 
master of yoga , named Hari, comprehends truly how -it hap- 
..pens. The great Bishis say that the explanation offered by 
Hari is correct and consistent with reason.* The learned say 
that it is in consequence of the senses being worn out with 
fatigue, dreams are experienced by all creatures. (Though 
the senses are suspended) the mind, however, never dis- 
appears (or becomes inactive) and hence arise dreams. This 


* The correct reading, I apprehend, is up igatasprihak and not apa- 
gaiasprihah. Niiakantha is silent. All that he says is that the first 
verse has reference to yogim, the second to yogin* and non -yogim alike. 
Both the vernacular translators adhere to apaqatasprihah^L 
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is said by ail to be their noted cause . 6 As the imaginings 
of a person that is awake and engaged in acts, are due only 
to the creative power of the mind, after the same manner the 
impressions in a dream appertain only to the mind . 7 A 
person with desire and attachment obtains those imaginings 
(in dreams) based upon the impressions of countless lives m 
the past. Nothing that impresses the mind once is ever lost, 
and the Soul being cognisant of all those impressions causes 
them to come forth from obscurity . - ^ 8 Whichever among the 
three attributes of Goodness, Passion, and Darkness is brought 
about by the influence of past acts and by whichever amongst 
them the mind is affected for the time being in what* 
ever way, the elements (in their subtile forms) display or 
indicate accordingly (in the way of images ).*!" 9 After images 
have thus been produced, the particular attribute of Good- 
ness or Passion or Darkness that may have been brought by 
past acts rises in the mind and conduces to its last result, 
viz., happiness or misery . 10 Those images having wind, bile, 
and phlegm for their chief causes, which men apprehend 
through ignorance and in consequence of propensities fraught 
with Passion and Darkness, cannot, it has been said, be 


* I expand verse 8 a little for giving its meaning more clearly than 
a literal version would yield. All the impressions, it is said here, in 
dreams, are due either to the impressions of this life or those received 
by the mind in the countless lives through which it has passed. All 
those impressions, again, are well known to the Soul though memory 
may not retain them. Their reappearance in dreams is due to the 
action of the Soul which calls them up from the obscurity in which 
they are concealed. Avicena’s theory of nothing being ever lost that 
is once acquired by the mind and the recollection of a past impression 
being due to a sudden irradiation of the divine light, was, it seems, 
borrowed from Hindu philosophy. — T. 

t The sense is this : a particular attribute among the three, viz., 
Goodness or Passion or Darkness, is brought to the mind by the influ- 
ence of past acts of either this or any previous life. That attribute 
immediately affects the mind in a definite way. The result of this; is 
that the elements in their subtile forms actually produce the images 
that correspond with, or appertain to the affecting attribute and the 
manner in which it affects the mind.— T. 
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easily discarded * 11 Whatever objects again, a person per- 
ceives in the mind (while wakeful) through the scii£t ,, f in a 
state of perspicacity are apprehended by the mind in drt turn 
while the senses are obscured in respect ot their tnnetwni^'t' 
The Mind exists unobstructed ly in all things. This is due to 
the nature of the Soul The Soul should be eomprehendecl 
AH the elements and the objects they compose exist in the 
Soul$ IS In the state called dreamless slumber (sudupiih 
the manifest human body which, of course, is the door of 
dreams, disappears in the mind. Occupying the body the 
mind enters the Soul which is unmanifest and upon which 
all existent and non-existent things depend, and becomes 
transformed into a wakeful witness with certainty of appre- 
hension, Thus dwelling in pure Consciousness which is the 
soul of all things, it is regarded by the learned as transcend- 
ing both Consciousness and all things in the uni verseS* 
That yogin who in consequence of desire covets any of the 
divine attributes (of Knowledge or Renunciation, &c„) should 

* Nothing less than yoga can discard or destroy them, for they 
really spring from desires generated by past acts* — T. 

t The Bombay reading Manohrukyan is better. — T. 

t Both the external and the internal worlds are clue to Cons cions* 
ness, which, in its turn, arises from delusion affecting the Soul, That 
which is called the Mind is only a product of the Soul, The world both 
external and internal, is only the result of Mind as explained in pre- 
vious sections. Hence the Mind exists in all things. What is meant 
by all things existing in the Soul is that the Soul is omniscient mi he 
who succeeds in knowing the Soul wins omniscience. — T. 

$ The body is called the door of dreams because the body is the 
result of past acts, and dreams cannot take place till the Soul, through, 
past acts, becomes encased in a body. What is meant by the body 
disappearing in the mind is that in dreamless slumber the mind no 
longer retains any apprehension of the body. The body being thus* 
lost in the mind, the mind (with the body lost in it) enters the Soul, 
or becomes withdrawn into it Mdargamm is explained as Nkchitadar- 
$anam S&kshirupam* The sense of the verse is that in dreamless slum* 
ber the senses are withdrawn into the mind ; the mind becomes with- 
drawn into the Soul. It is the Soul alone that then lives in its state of 
original purity, consciousness and all things which proceed from it 
disappearing at the time.-T* 
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regard a pure mind to be identical with the ' object of his 
desire. All things rest in a pure mind or soul.* 15 This is 
the result attained to by one who is engaged in penances* 
That yogin, however, who has crossed Darkness or ignorance, , 
becomes possessed of transcending effulgence. When Dark- 
ness or ignorance has been transcended, the embodied Soul 
becomes Supreme Brahma , the cause of the universe,-}- 1 ® 
The deities have penances and Vedic rites. Darkness (or 
pride and cruelty), which is destructive of the former, has. 
been adopted by the Asuras. This, viz*? Brahma , which has 
been said to have Knowledge only for its attribute, is diffi- 
cult of attainment by either the deities or the A suras. 17 It 
should be known that the qualities of Goodness, Passion, and 
Darkness belong to the deities and the Asuras. Goodness is 
the attribute of the deities ; while the two others belong to 
the Asuras , 13 Brahma transcends all those attributes. It 
Is pure Knowledge. It is Deathlessness. It is pure efful- 
gence. It is undeteriorating. Those persons of cleansed souls 
who know Brahma attain to the highest end. 19 One having 
knowledge for one’s eye can say this much with the aid of 
reason and analogy. Brahma which is indestructible can be 
comprehended by only withdrawing the senses and the mind 
(from external objects into the soul itself ),’ 3, $ 80 


Section 00X7IL 

“Bhishma said,~ f He cannot be said to know Brahma who 
does not know the four topics (viz., dreams, dreamless slum-: 
her, Brahma as indicated by attributes, and Brahma as 

* ^*5 ^he mind becoming pure, be gains omniscience and omni- 

potence,— T. 

t The Bard wan translator, using the very words of Kilakamtiia^- 
jnmbles them wrongly together and makes utter nonsense of both the 
original and the gloss.— T. v 

t Brahma cannot, as the commentator properly explains, be seized 
like a creative by the horns. All that one can. do is to explain Its 
nature by reason and analogy. It can be comprehended only in “the 
way indicated,. A., .e*,.. by. Pratydharcu — T„- • ' 
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transcending ail attributes), as also what is Manifest (m, 7 
the body), and what is Unmanifest (the chit-soul), which 
the great jRfeM (Narayana) has described as TaMwtm^ 
That which is manifest should be known as liable to death. 
That which is tin manifest (viz, } the chit-soul) should be 
known as transcending death-. The Rishi E’arayana has des- 
cribed the religion of Pravviitir Upon that rests the whole 
universe with its mobile and immobile creatures. The reli- 
gion of Nivritii again leads to the unmanifest and eternal 
Brahma^ The Creator (Brahman) has described the relb 
gioix of Pravritti, Pravritti implies rebirth or return, 
Nivritti , on the other hand, implies the highest end , 4 The 
ascetic who desires to discriminate with exactitude between 
good and evil, who is always bent on understanding the 
liature of the Soul, and who devotes himself to the religion 
of Nivritti , attains to that high end .* 5 One desirous of ac- 
complishing this, should know both the Urnnanifest and 
Purusha of which I shall speak presently. That, again, 
which is different from both the Unmanifest and Purusha, 
and which transcends them both , 0 and which is distinguished 
from all beings, should be particularly viewed by one possess- 
ed of intelligence.^ Both Prakriti and Purusha are without 

* The commentator thinks that the Ruhi alluded to in this verse 
is N3.rS.yana, the companion and friend of Kara, both of whom had 
their retreat on the heights of Vadari where Yyasa afterwards settled 
himself. Tattwa here does not, the commentator thinks, mean a topic 
of discourse but that which exists in original purity and does not take 
its color or form from the mind. Andropitam rupam gasya tat, T, 

t The religion of Pravritti consists of acts. It cannot liberate one 
from rebirth. The whole chain of existences, being the result of act*, 
rests upon the religion of Pravritti The religion of Mvritti } on 
the other hand, or abstention from acts, leads to Emancipation or 
Brahma, — T. , • ■ 

. % Nularcarhah is explained by the commentator as equivalent to 
drmhtum ichcehan. — T. 

IF Avyahta or Unmanifest is Prakriti: a r primordial matter both gross 
.and subtile. That which transcends both Prakriti and Purusha is, of 
course, the Supreme Soul or Brahma , Vigesham is explained by the com- 
mentator as ‘distinguished from everything else bv its attributes/—!.. 
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beginning and without end. Both are incapable of being 
known by their likes, 7 . Both are eternal and indestructible. 
Both are greater than the greatest (of beings). In these they 
are similar. There are points of dissimilarity again between 
them. (Of these I shall speak presently). 8 PrakrUi is fraught 
with the three attributes {of Goodness, Passion, and Dark- 
■ness). It is also engaged in creation. The true attributes 
of Ilsheirajna (Pwwsha or the Soul) should be known to fee 
■different.' *' 2 P-mrusha is the apprehender of all the transfor- 
mations of Prakriti (but cannot be apprehended himself. > 
He transcends (in respect of his original nature) all attri- 
butes. As regards Pnrwsha and the Supreme Soul again*, 
both of them are incomprehensible. In consequence again of 
both of them being without attributes by which they can bo 
distinguished, both are highly distinguished from all else.*} 40 
A turbaned person has his head circled with three folds of a 
piece of cloth. (The person, however, is not identical with 
the turban he wears). 11 After the same manner the embodied 
Soul is invested with the three attributes of Goodness, Pas- 
sion, and Darkness, But though thus invested, the Soul .is 
not identical with those attributes. 12 Hence these four topics,, 
which are covered by these fourfold considerations, should be 
understood.* One who understands all this is never sfcupifiect 
when one has to draw conclusions (in respect of all subjects 
of enquiry). 13 He that is desirous of attaining to high pros- 
perity should become pure in mind, and betaking himself to 
austere practices in respect of the body and the senses, 
should devote himself to yoga without desire of fruits. 14 The 

* I. e., as the commentator explains, Purusha is non-creating anil 
transcends the three attributes. — T. 

t Asamhatau is explained by the commentator as atyantavivihtau. 
■Purmhau i implies the two Purus has, i. e. t the Chit-Soul and the Su« 
preme Soul. — T. 

t The four topics are these t the points of resemblance between 
Prakriti and Parasha ; the points of difference between them : the 
points of resemblance between Purmha and Igwara ; and the points of 
difference between them. The four considerations that cover these 
topics are absence of beginning and end, existence as chit and in anima- 
tion, distinction from all other things, and the notion of activity, — T, 
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universe is pervaded by yoga power secretly circulating 
through every part of it and illumining it brightly. The 
sun and the moon shine with effulgence in the firmament of 
the heart in consequence of yoga power * 15 The result; 'of 
yoga is Knowledge. Toga is talked of very highly in the 
* world.* Whatever acts are destructive of Passion and Dark- 
ness constitute yoga in respect of its real character . 10 Bmh~ 
machavyya and abstention from injury are said to constitute 
-yoga of the body ; while restraining mind and speech properly 
are said to constitute yoga of the mind . 17 The food that is 
-obtained in alms from regenerate persons conversant with 
the ritual is distinguished from all other food. By taking 
that food abstemiously, one’s sins born of Passion begin to 
fade . 15 A yog in subsisting upon such food finds his senses 
gradually withdrawn from their objects. Hence, he should 
take only that measure of food which is strictly necessary for 
the support of his body . 19 (Another advice that may be 
offered is that) that knowledge which one obtains gradually 
by mind devoted to yoga should cheerfully be made ones own 
. during one’s last moments by a forcible stretch of poweivp 0 
. The embodied Soul, when divested of Rajas , (does not im- 
mediately attain to Emancipation but) assumes a subtile form 
.with all the senses of perception and moves about in space. 

: Whexr his mind becomes unaffected by acts, he, in conse- 
-quence of such renunciation, (loses that subtile form and) 
.becomes merged in Pralcriti, (without, however, yet attain- 
ing to Brahma or Emancipation which transcends Prakriti).X n 
.After the destruction of this gross body, one who through 
‘ absence of heedlessness escapes from all the three bodies (viz., 

^ <£ Yoginastam prapa$yanti bhagavantam sanatanam 35 — even tins 
•is what people always say of yoga and yogin$.~ T. 

t The commentator in a long note explains that what is really im- 
plied by this verse is that one should betake oneself to some sacred spot 
such a ELa§i for casting off one’s life there. Death at Ka$i is sure to 
lead to Emancipation, for the theory is that Civa himself becomes the 
instructor and leads one to that high end.— T. 

.J.. When divested of RajasJ i. e, 9 freed from the senses and the 
propensities deilvedir om their indulgence.— T» 
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the gross,. the subtile, and the karana ) succeeds in attaining 
d ° f™ nC ‘ Pa ‘“ n * The b “ th “"<• «f creatures always 

A,WvJtT°™ eCa r“ nS “ ta<iedby 0rigi ™ 1 (or 

Avidya). When knowledge of Brahma arises, necessity 

“£ per30n - Those ' ho ' ,CT8r - th *‘ -e P ; 
' “ ‘ he ”’ erae ot tr “ ,h (% believing that to be Self 

eh H really not-Self ) are men whose understandings are 

aZ fsT "f h ihe bira * nd de * th 

n Q s. (Such people never dream even of Emancipation VH* 
Supporting their bodies by aid of patience, withdrawing their 
arts (from all external objects) by the aid of their unders- 
tanding, and withdrawing themselves from ihe world of senses 

g S o ad ° re the S6nSeS “ consec l l,ence of their sub- 
y '\. S ° me a “°ngst them, with mind cleansed by voaa 
proceeding according to (the stages indicated in) the S J!’ 
tures a„d reaching the highest, succeed in knowing it by the 
aid of the understanding and dwell in that which is the 
highest and which without resting on a „y other “»g r e‘l 


* AdeUt is ex P Iaiued the commentator as Deha vat a f n ; - 7 
applies to the destruction of all the three bodies. Bv th! , 

(after death) of the gross bodv i a moa * ^ e destmctioi 

rebirth. The Mrana body 1 1 *’7 oi 

Unga-garira : it is, of course, existence in i° ■ ? Xlstence than th « 

verse 81— T. 61106 111 Fnlnti as. mentioned in 

t Parapratyasarge means on the rise of a tnm«ri,a i . _ 
m,a,i is Necessity, in c„,e,„ue« of whi.h ’Jf «'*“*»«• 

less wheel of existence* t?/,- - ^ goes thiough an end* 

such mistaken persons as take the boiv tl * 13 0 s ^ ow 

- » bo Self, .re 1! ! S 

ou. yr* h ~ “*• "-**+**& 

fug themselves from the world Tfe , ***** 
that is perfectly iud,p,„d,u, of L “ ““’f *“*”'"*- *» » >.st. 

-tor,., objects. ^ 

.“£n, sf„f' ““"‘“S «d the' ***. 

'* • . no ^ understand -how ..this amormfq fn . .+ ;.** 

ment that such yogins attain to Brahim.—T. J '. b . ae - 
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on itself .* 55 Some worship Brahma in images. Some wor- 
ship Him as existing with attributes. Some repeatedly rea- 
lise the highest Divinity which has been described to be like 

a flash of lightning and which, is again, indestructible.^ • 
Others who have burnt their sins by penances, attain t > 
Brahma in the end. All these high-souled persons attain to 
the highest end . 57 With the eye of scripture one should 
observe the subtile attributes of these several forms, as dis- 
tinguished by attributes, of Brahma that are (thus) wor- 
shipped by men. The yogin who has transcended the neces- 
sity of depending on the body, who has east off all attach- 
ments, and whose mind is devoted to yoga abstraction, should 
be known as another instance of Infinity, as the Supreme 
Divinity, or as that which is Unmanifest.f 58 They whose 
hearts are devoted to the acquisition of knowledge succeed 
first in freeing themselves from the world of mortals. Subse- 
quently, by casting off attachments they partake of the 
nature of Brahma and at last attain to the highest end . 03 
,, “ ‘Thus have persons conversant with the Vedas spoken, 

of the religion that leads to the attainment of Brahma . 
They who follow that religion according to the measure of 
their respective knowledge all succeed in obtaining the high- 
est end . 50 Even those persons who succeed in acquiring a 
knowledge that is incapable of being shaken (by the assaults 
of scepticism) and that makes its possessors free from, attach- 


* ‘Proceeding according to (the stages indicated in) the scriptures' 
alludes to the -well-known verses in the Gita, beginning with Indriya- 
bhyah parahyartha &c. The several stages, as mentioned in those 
verses, are as follows : “Superior to the senses are their object.?. Supe- 
rior to the objects is the mind. Superior to the mind is the understand- 
ing. Superior to the understanding is the Soul. Superior to the Soul 
•is the Unmanifest. Superior to the Unmanifest is Purusha (Brahma). 
There is nothing above Purit&ha.” Dehantam is explained as that 
•which is superior to Avyakta, or Ur-manifest, hence Brahma or Pv.rv,- 
tha. — T. 

t A flash of lightning repeatedly realised becomes a mass of blaz- 
ing light. Perhaps this is intended by the speaker. — T. 

In the Bengal texts, verse 28 is a triplet. In the second line the 
correct reading is Dehantam.—T, 
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ffiQnts of eveiy kind, attain to various high regions after 
death and become emancipate according to the measure of 

* u V ! 10W " 6 ° 6 ' Tnose persons of pure hearts who have 
im ibed contentment from knowledge, and who have cast off 
desires and attachments, gradually approach in respect of 
their nature nearer and nearer to Brahma which has the un- 

? ll , f0 3 I hl i f? bute ’ which is divine, and without birth 
and death. • Realising that Brahma dwells in their Souls 

they become themselves immutable and have never to return 

indest 3 Attalnlng t0 that supreme state which is 

indestructible and eternal, they exist in felicity. 5 * The know- 
ledge with respect to this world is even this : it exists (in 
the case of erring persons). It does not exist (in the case 
of those who have not been stupified by error). The whole 

rrf 1S :; b0Und UP 111 deSU ’ e ’ is revolving like a wheel.' 4 
As the fibres of a lotus-stalk overspread themselves into every' 
pait of ' the stalk, after the same manner the fibres of desire 
wnch have neither beginning nor end, spread themselves over 

TZIT ° f the b0dy - fi As a Weaver drives his th «ads into 
a cloth by means of his shuttle, after the same manner the 

threads hat constitute the fabric of the universe are woven 
fey the shuttle of Desire. 5 ' He who properly knows trans- 
formations of Prakriti, Pralcnti herself, and Purusha, be- 
omes fieed from Desire and attains to Emancipation.* 57 .The 
divine Rishi Narayana, that refuge of the universe, for the 
sake of compassion towards all creatures, clearly promulgated 
■ e means the acquisition of immortality.’ ” 2S 


Section OCXVIII. 

. , * <YudhlShthU ' a said — ' % following what conduct, 0 thou 
that art conversant with all courses of conduct, did Janaka 
** ruler of Mithila, versed in the religion of Emancipation, 

7 u attaining to Emancipation, after casting off all 
worldly enjoyments V 1 6 

Fm e rith andPw ^‘ or Effects, Their material Cause" 
and the Supreme SouL—T* 
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“Bhishma said, -'In this connection is cited the following 
old narrative of the particular conduct by which that ruler, 
thoroughly conversant with all courses of conduct, succeeded m 
achievin'* the highest felicity > There was a ruler in MithiU 
of the name of Janadeva of Janaka’s race. He was ever en- 
gaged in reflecting upon the courses of conduct that might 
lead to the attainment of Brahma.' A century of preceptois 
always used to live in his palace, lecturing him U P 0 “ 
diverse courses of duty followed by people who had betaken 
tLnselves to diverse modes of life * 4 Given to the study of 
the Vedas, he was not very well satisfied with the speculations 
If ! instructors on the character of the Soul and m their 
doctrines of extinction upon the dissolution of the body or of 
rebirth after death . 5 Once upon a time a great ascetic of the 
name of Pancha<jikha the son of Kapila, having roamed over 
the whole world, arrived at Mithila . 6 Endued with correct 

conclusions in respect of all speculations about the diverse. 

duties connected with renunciation, he was above all pairs 
of opposites (such as heat and cold, happiness and misery), 
and of doubts he had none . 1 He was regarded as the fore- 
most of Rishis. Dwelling wherever he pleased, he desired 
to place before the reach of all men eternal felicity that is 
so difficult of attainment . 8 It seemed that he went about, 
amazing the world, having assumed the form of none else 
than that great Rishi, that lord of creatures, whom the 
followers of the Sankhya doctrine knew by the name of 
Kapila . 3 He was the foremost of all the disciples of Asuri 
and was called the undying. He had performed a mental 
Sacrifice that had lasted for a thousand years .* 10 He was 
firm in mind, and had completed all the rites and sacrifices 
that are enjoined in the scriptures and that lead to the 
attainment of Brahma. He was fully conversant with the 

# Mndpdshandavashinah is another reading which is noticed by the 
commentator. It is explained as ‘eensurers of diverse sects ©f Loka- 
yatikasJ — T. 

t Panohagrotas implies the mind which is said to have five cur- 
rents, — T, 
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five sheathes that cover the Soul.* He was devoted to the 
five acts connected with the adoration of Brahma , and had 
the five qualities (of tranquillity, self-restraint, &c>). Known 
(as already said) by the name of Panchagikha, he had ap- 
proached one day a large concourse of Rishis following the 
Sankhya doctrines and enquired of them about the highest 
object of human acquisition, viz,, the Unmanifest or that 
upon which the five Purushas or sheathes (already named) 
rest.f 11 " 12 For the sake of obtaining a knowledge of the Soul, 
Isuri had enquired of his preceptor. In consequence of the 
latter’s instructions and of his own penances, Isuri under- 
stood the distinction between the body and the Soul and 
had acquired celestial vision . £ 13 In that concourse of ascetics, 
Isuri made his exposition of the Immutable, One, and In- 
destructible Brahma which is seen in diverse forms . 14 Pan- 
chagikha became a disciple of Isuri. He lived on human 
milk. There was a certain Brahmani of the name of Kapila, 
She was the wife of Isuri .$ 16 Panchagikha was accepted by 
her as a son and he used to suck her breasts. In conse- 
quence of this, he came to be known as the son of Kapila 
and his understanding became fixed on Brahma . XG All this, 
about the circumstances of his birth and those that led to 
his becoming the son of Kapila, was said unto me by the 
divine Rishi.^ The latter also told me about the omniscience 


* These are the annamaya, the prdnamaya, the manomaya, the 
mjn<inamaya , and the dnandamaya . For particulars, vide Wilson’s 
Diet. — T. 

t The verb used is myavedayat, literally, ‘represented, 5 i. e. } ‘started* 
for discourse, or enquired into. The Burdwan translator renders it 
exposed or ‘promulgated. 5 which, I think, is incorrect, — T, 

t Burdwan translator makes a ridiculous blunder by supposing 
that Asuri obtained this knowledge in consequence of the questions of 
his disciple. The fact is, sampruhtah , as correctly explained by the 
commentator, means mmyak prishta pracno yiisya. K. P. Singha avoids 
the error. — T. 

$ Kutumvini means a matron or the wife of a house-holder.— T, 

*11 .Either Markandeya or Sanatkum&ra, according to the common* 
tato-r.— T. 
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t>£ Panchasikha . 17 Conversant with all courses of duty, 
Panchagikha, after having himself acquired high knowledge, 
(came to Jan aka) and knowing that that king had equal 
reverence for all his preceptors, began to amaze that century 
‘of preceptors (by an exposition of his doctrine fraught) with 
abundant reasons . 13 Observing the talents of Kapileya, Jar 
naka became exceedingly attached to him, and abandoning 
his hundred preceptors, began to follow him in particular .' 8 
Then Kapileya began to discourse unto Jan aka, who had 
•according to the ordinance bent his head unto him (as a 
disciple should) and who was fully competent to apprehend 
the sage’s instructions, upon that high religion of Emancipa- 
tion which is explained in Sankhya treatises . 20 Setting forth 
in the first place the sorrows of birth, he spoke next of the 
sorrows of (religious) acts. Having finished that topic he 
explained the sorrows of all states of life ending even with 
that in the high region of the Creator .* 21 He also discoursed 
upon that Delusion for whose sake is the practice of religion, 
•and acts, and their fruits, and which is highly untrustworthy, 
destructible, unsteady, and uncertain.-}- 5 * Sceptics say that 
when death (of the body) is seen and is a matter of direct 
evidence witnessed by all, they who maintain, in consequence 
of their faith in the scriptures, that something distinct from 
the body, called the Soul, exists, are necessarily vanquished 
in argument . 23 They also urge that one’s death means the 
extinction of one’s Soul, and that sorrow, decrepitude, and 
disease imply (partial) death of the Soul. He that maintains, 
owing to error, that the Soul is distinct from the body and 
exists after the loss of body, cherishes an opinion that is un- 
reasonable.!: 2 * If that be regarded as existent which does not 

* I slightly expand Sarvanirvedam according to the explanation 
given by Nilakantha, The Sankhya doctrine proceeds npon the hypor 
.thesis that all states of life imply sorrow, To find a remedy for this, A 
•*., to permanently escape all sorrow, is the end of that philosophy. — T. 

t These are the characteristics of that Delusion under which man 
takes birth in this world and goes ' on living till he can permanently 
conquer all sorrow. — T. 

I The construction of the first foot i« Aimano mrityith Anittm.% 
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really exist in the world, then it may he mentioned that 
the king, being regarded so, is really never liable to decre- 
pitude or death. But is he, on that account, to be really 
believed to be above decrepitude and death ?* 26 When the 
question is whether an object exists or does not exist, and 
when that whose existence is asserted presents all the in- 
dications of non-existence, what is that upon which ordinary 
people rely in settling the affairs of life ? 25 Direct evidence is 
the root of both inference and the scriptures. The scriptures 
are capable of being contradicted by direct evidence. As to inr 
Terence, its evidentiary effect is not much . 27 Whatever be the 
topic, cease to reason on inference alone. There is nothing 
else called jiva than this body . 28 In a banian seed is contain- 
ed the capacity to produce leaves and flowers and fruits and 
roots and bark. From the grass and water that is taken by 
a cow are produced milk and butter, substances whose 
si atm es are different from that of the producing causes* 
Substances of different kinds when allowed to decompose in 
water for sometime produce spirituous liquors whose nature 
Is quite different from that of those substances that produce 
them. After the same manner, from the vital seed is produced 
the body and its attributes, with the understanding, con- 
sciousness, mind, and other possessions. Two pieces of wood, 
nibbed together, produce fire. The stone called Suryakanta, 
coming in contact with the rays of the Sun, produces fire. 
Any solid metallic substance, heated in fire, dries up water 
when coming in contact with it. Similarly the material body 
produces the mind and its attributes of perception, memory, 
imagination, &c. As the loadstone moves iron, similarly 
the senses are controlled by the mind.f 20 Thus reason the 


meaning the Soul’s death (or that which is called death) is the SouTs 
extinction. Verse 24 recites the opinion of the sceptics, not that of the 
speaker. K. P. Singha mistranslates the verse. The Burdwai* .trams-* 
lator renders it correctly, — T. ' 

* Tins and all the following verses are statements of the sceptic's 
arguments.— T. . ' ' ' 

f Terse 29 is highly terse, The words are. grammatically uneannee.k 
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sceptics.. The sceptics, however, are in error. For the dis- 
appearance (of only the animating force) upon the body 
becoming lifeless (and not the simultaneous extinction of 
the body upon the occurrence of that event) is the proof 
(of the truth that the body is not the Soul but that the 
Soul is something separate from the body and outlives it cer- 
tainly. If, indeed, body and Soul had been the same thing, 
both would have disappeared at the same instant of time. 
Instead of this, the dead body may be seen for sometime 
aftex the occurrence of death. Death, therefore, means the 
flight from the body of something that is different from the 
body). The supplication of the deities by the very men 
who deny the separate existence of the Soul is another good 
argument (for the proposition that the Soul is separate from 
the body or has an existence that may be independent of a 
gross material case. The deities to whom these men pray 
are incapable of being seen or touched. They are believed 
to exist in subtile forms, Really, if a belief in deities di- 
vested of gross material forms does no violence to their rea- 
son, why should the existence of an immaterial Soul alone 
do their reason such violence ?) Another argument against 
the sceptic is that his proposition implies a destruction of 
acts, (for if body and Soul die together, the acts also of this 
life would perish, — a conclusion which no man can possibly 
come to if he is to explain the inequalities of condition 
witnessed in the universe ).* 30 These that have been men- 
tioned, and that have material forms, cannot possibly be the 

ed with one another. Only a few substantives have been used. These 
represent the heads of the different arguments urged by sceptics for 
showing the non-existence of anything besides the body which is seen 
and felt. I have, of course, followed the commentator in his elabora- 
tion of the sense of the verse. There can be no doubt that the com- 
mentator is right. — T. ’ 

* Borne idea may be formed by the English reader of the extreme 
terseness of these verses by attending to the elaborations contained 
within the parantheses above. The exigencies of English grammar as 
also of perspicuity have obliged me to use, even in the portions un- 
enclosed, more words than what occur in the original Sanskrit. All 
these verses ar 2 cri&cet intended to stagger Q-aheca* — T, 
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causes (of the immaterial Soul and its immaterial accompani- 
ments of perception, memory, and the like). The identity 
of immaterial existences with objects that are material can- 
not be comprehended. (Hence objects that are themselves 
material cannot by any means be causes for the production 
of things immaterial ). 31 Some are of opinion that there is 
rebirth and that it is caused by Ignorance, the desire for 
acts, cupidity, heedlessness, and adherence to other faults . 33 
They say that Ignorance (Avidya) is the soil. Acts consti- 
tute the seed that is placed in that soil. Desire is the water 
that causes that seed to grow. In this way they explain 
rebirth . 33 They maintain that that ignorance being ingrain- 
ed in an imperceptible way, one mortal body being destroyed, 
another starts up immediately from it; and that when it 
is burnt by the aid of knowledge, the destruction of ex- 
istence itself follows, or the person attains to what is called 
Nirvana.** This opinion also is erroneous. (This is the 
doctrine of the Buddists.] It may be asked that when the 
being that is thus reborn is a different one in respect of 
its nature, birth, and purposes connected with virtue and 
vice, why should it then be regarded to have any identity 
with the being that was ? Indeed, the only inference that 
can be drawn is that the entire chain of existences of a 
particular being is not really a chain of connected links 
(but that existences in succession are unconnected with one 
another ).* 36 Then, again, if the being th at is the result 

* Both the vernacular translators have rendered this verse wrongly. 
The fact is, without clearly understanding either the text or the glossj 
they have used bits of the gloss without being able to convey any in! 
telligible idea.. The gloss sometimes requires a gloss to make it intelli- 
gible. The commentator says that the theory of rebirth mentioned in 
verse 34 is that of the Sugatas or Buddhists. That theory is refuted in 
verse 35. The objection to the Buddhistic theory is that mere ignorance 
and karma cannot explain rebirth. There must be an indestructible 
Soul. This the Buddhists do not allow, for they believe that Nirv&na, 
or annihilation is possible. The argument, as sketched, proceeds in the 
this way : the being that is the result of the rebirth is apparently a 
different being. What right have we to assert its identity with the 
being that existed before ? Ignorance and k irma cannot areate a. Soul 
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of a rebirth be really different from what it was in a previous 
phase of existence, it may be asked what satisfaction can 
arise to a person from the exercise of the virtue of charity, * r 
from the acquisition of knowledge or of ascetic power, siin c 
the acts performed by one are to concentre upon another 
person in another phase of existence (without the performer 
himself being existent to enjoy them) ? £G Another result of 
the doctrine under refutation would be that one in this 
life may he rendered miserable by the acts of another in a 
previous life, or having become miserable may again be ren^ 
dered happy. By seeing, however, what actually takes 
place in the world, a proper conclusion may be drawn with 
respect to the unseen.** 7 The separate Consciousness that 
is the result of rebirth is (according to what may be inferred 
from the Buddhistic theory of life ) different from the 
Consciousness that had preceded it in a previous life. The 
manner, however, in which the rise or appearance of that 
separate Consciousness is explained by that theory does not 
seem to be consistent or reasonable. The Consciousness (as 
it existed in the previous life) was the very reverse of eternal, 
being only transitory, extending as it did till dissolution of 
the body. That which had an end cannot be taken as the 
cause for the production of a second Consciousness appear- 
ing after the occurrence of the end. If, again, the very loss 
of the previous Consciousness he regarded as the cause of 
the production of the second Consciousness, then upon the 
death of a human body being brought about by a- heavy 
bludgeon, a second body would arise from the body that i§ 


though they may affect the surroundings of the Bonl in its new birth* 
The objections to the Buddhistic theory become clearer in the verses that 
follow— T, , 

* The sense is this : it is never seen in the world that the acts of 
one person affect for good or for evil another personi If Chaitra exposes 
himself to the night air, Maitra never catches cold for it This direct 
evidence should settle the controversy about the unseen, viz.^ whether 
the acts of one in a previous life can affect another in a subsequent life 
ii there be no identity between the two beings in two lives, ^.T, , j 


Parvd,] 


0-ANTI -PAETA, 


115 

4 hits deprived of animation*.* 88 Once more, their doctrine 
of extinction of life (or Nirvana or Sattwasanlehaya) is 
exposed to the objection that that extinction will become a 
recurring phenomenon like that of the seasons, or the year, 
or the yuga, or heat, or cold, or objects that are agreeable or 
disagreeable.*)-" 9 If for the purpose of avoiding these objec- 
tions, the followers of this doctrine assert the existence of a 
Soul that is permanent and unto which each new Conscious- 
ness attaches, they expose themselves to the new objection 
that that permanent substance, by being overcome with 
decrepitude, and with death that brings about destruction, 
may in time be itself weakened and destroyed. If the sup- 
ports of a mansion are weakened by time, the mansion itself 
is sure to fall down at lasfc4 40 The senses, the mind, wind, 
blood, flesh, bones, (and all the constituents of the body), 
one after another, meet with destruction and enter each into 
its own productive cause.! 41 If again the existence of an 

* It is needless to say that I have considerably elaborated the second 
line of the verse, as a literal rendering would have been entirely unin- 
telligible. For example’s sake I give that rendering ; “That which is 
separate Consciousness is also different. That from which it is, does not 
recommend itself.” — T. 

t If (as has already been said) the second Consciousness be the re- 
sulting effect of the loss or destruction itself of the previous Conscious- 
ness, then destruction is not annihilation, and, necessarily, after Nir- 
vana has been once attained, there may be a new Consciousness or new 
birth, and thus, after having again attained to Nirvana the same result 
may follow. The Buddhistic Nirvana, therefore, cannot lead to that 
final Emancipation which is indicated in the Brahman ical scriptures. — T. 

t The Buddhists then, according to this argument, are not at all 
benefited by asserting the existence of a permanent Soul unto which each 
repeated Consciousness may inhere. The Soul, according to the Brah- 
man-icai. scriptures, has no attributes or possessions. It is eternal, im- 
mutable, and independent of ail attributes. The affirmance of attri- 
butes with respect to the Soul directly leads to the inference of its des- 
ructibiiit\ T , and hence the assertion of its permanency or indestruc- 
ibility under such conditions is a contradiction in terms, according to 
diat is urged in this verse.— T. 

$ The commentator explains that the object of this verse is to point 
.I that the senses, when destroyed, merge into their, productive 
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'Sternal Soul be asserted that is immutable, that is the reftige 
of the understanding, 'consciousness, and other attributes of 
the usual kind, and that is dissociated from all ^ these, such 
an assertion would be exposed to a serious objection, for then 
all that is usually done in the world would be unmeaning, 
especially with reference to the attainment of the fruits of 
charity and other religious acts. All the declarations in the 
grutis inciting to those acts, and all acts connected with 
the conduct of men in the world, would be equally unmean- 
ing, for the Soul being dissociated from the understanding 
and the mind, there is no one to enjoy the fruits of good acts 
and Vedic rites .* 43 Thus diverse kinds of speculations arise 
in the mind. "Whether this opinion is right or that is right, 
there is no means of settling . 43 Engaged in reflecting on 
those opinions, particular persons follow particular lines of 
speculation. The understandings of these, directed to parti- 
cular theories, become wholly taken up with them and are 
at last entirely lost in them . 44 Thus all men are rendered 
miserable by pursuits good or bad. The Vedas alone, bring- 
ing them back to the right path, guide them along it, 
like grooms conducting their elephants.f 46 Many men, with 
weakened minds, covet objects that are fraught with great 
happiness. These, however, have soon to meet with a much 
larger measure of sorrow, and then, forcibly torn from their 

or the substances of which they are the attributes. Of course, those 
causes or substances are the elements or primordial matter. This leads 
to the inference that though attributes may meet with destruction, yet 
the substances (of which they are attributes) may remain intact. This 
may save the Buddhist doctrine, for the Soul, being permanent and own- 
ing consciousness, &e., for its attributes, may outlive, like primordial 
matter, the destruction of its attributes. But the speaker urges that 
this doctrine is not philosophical and the analogy will not hold. Subs- 
tance is conjunction of attributes. The attributes being destroyed, the 
substance also is destroyed. In European philosophy too, matter, as an 
unknown essence to which extension, divisility, &c., inhere, is no longer 
believed or considered as scientific. — T. 

* Here the speaker attacks the orthodox Brahmanieal doctrine of the 
character of theSoul.— T. 

t Possibly because^ they .are based on Bevelation -^T* 
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Big him ill the 'following words. 5 — In this (viz., Emancipation} 
the consummation is not Extinction. Her is thau consumma-* 
tion any kind of Existence (that one can readily conceive). 
This that wo see is a union of body, senses, and mind. 
Existing independently as also controlling one another, these 
go on acting . 8 The materials that constitute the body are 
water, space, wind, heat, and earth. These exist together 
(forming the body) according to their own nature. They 
disunite again, according to their own nature . 7 Space and 
wind and heat and water and earth, — these five objects 
in a state of union constitute the body. The body is not 
one element . 8 Intelligence, stomachic heat, and the vital 
breaths, called Prana, &c., that are all wind, — these three 
are said to be orgaus of action. The senses, the objects of 
the souses (viz., sound, form, &c.), the power (dwelling in 
those objects) in consequence of which they become capable 
of being perceived, the faculties (dwelling in the senses) 
in consequence- of which they succeed in perceiving them, 
the mind, the vital breaths called Prana, Apana and the 
rest, and the various juices and humours that are the results 
of the digestive organs, flow from the three organs already 
named .* 8 Hearing, touch, taste, vision,' and scent, — these are 
the five senses. They have derived their attributes from the 
mind which, indeed, is their cause , 10 The mind, existing 
as an attribute of Chit, has three states, viz., pleasure, pain, 
and absence of both pleasure and pain . 11 Sound, touch, 
form, taste, scent, and the objects to which they inhere, — 
these till the moment of. one's death are causes for the 
production of one’s knowledge . 12 Upon the senses rest all 
acts (that lead to heaven), as also renunciation (leading 
to the attainment of Brahma), and also the ascertainment 
of truth in respect of all topics of enquiry. The learned 
say that ascertainment (of truth) is the highest object of 
existence, and that it is the seed or root of Emancipation ; 
and with respect to Intelligence, they say that that leads 

* The first five are the effects of Intelligence ; the vital breaths* 
of- wind ; and the juice* and lrnmoux*, of stomachic heat. — T. 
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to Emancipation and Bvuhmu.* 1 * That person who regards 
this- union of perishable attributes (called the body and 
the objects of the senses) as the Soul,- feels, in consequence 
of such imperfection of knowledge, much misery that proves 
again to be unending. 1 * Those persons, on the other hand', 
who regard all worldly objects as not-Soul, and who on 
that account cease to have any affection or attachment for 
them, have never to suffer any sorrow, for sorrow, in their 
case, stands in need of some foundation upon which to 
rest . 1,1 In this. connection there exists the unrivalled branch 
of knowledge which treats of Renunciation. It is called 
Samyagvadha. I shall discourse to-thee upon it. Listen to 
it for the sake of thy Emancipation . 10 Renunciation of acts 
is (laid down) for all persons who strive earnestly for Eman- 
cipation. They, however, who have not been taught correct- 
ly (and who on that account think that tranquillity may be 
attained without renunciation) have to bear a heavy burthen 
of sorrow.” Vedic sacrifices and other rites exist for renun- 
ciation of wealth and other possessions. For renunciation 
of all enjoyments, exist vows and fasts of diverse kinds. 
For renunciation of pleasure and happiness, exist penances 
and yoga. Renunciation, however, of everything, is the 
highest kind of renunciation . 13 This that I shall "presently 
toll thee is the one path pointed out by the learned for that 
renunciation of everything. They that betake themselves to 
that path succeed in driving off all sorrow. They, however, 
that deviate from it reap distress and misery .f” First speak- 
ing of the five organs of knowledge having the mind for 
the sixth, and all of which dwell in the understanding, I 
shall tell thee of the five organs of action having strength 
for their sixth . 28 The two hands constitute two organs of 
action. The two legs are the two organs for moving from. 


* Intelligence is called avyaya because it leads to Emancipation 
which is such. It is also called mahat because of its power to lead to 
Brahma which is mahat. Tattwanischaya is called the seed of' Eman'* 
cipatfon because it leads to Emancipation,— -T, 
f That path consisfe. of ?/og& a ~~T* ■ 
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one place to another. The sexual organ exists for both 
pleasure and the continuation of the species. The lower 
duct, leading from the stomach downwards, is the organ for 
expulsion of all used-up matter . 21 The organs of utterance 
exist for the expression of sounds. Know that these five 
organs of action appertain or belong to the mind. These are 
the eleven organs of knowledge and of action (counting the 
mind). One should quickly cast off the mind with the 
understanding .* 22 In the act of hearing, three causes must 
exist together, viz., the two ears, sound, and the mind. The 
same is the case with the perception of touch ; the same with 


that of form ; the same with that of taste and smell.f '- 2 
These fifteen accidents or attributes are needed for the several 
kinds of perception indicated. Every man, in consequence 
of them, becomes conscious of three separate things in res- 
pect of those perceptions (vie,, a material organ, its parti- 
cular function, and the mind upon which that function 
acts ). -4 There are again (in respect of all perceptions of 
the mind) three classes, viz., those that appertain to Goodness, 
those that appertain to Passion, and those that appertain to 
Darkness. Into them run three kinds of consciousness, in- 
cluding all feelings and emotions . 25 Raptures, satisfaction, 
joy, happiness, and tranquillity, arising in the mind from 
any perceptible cause or in the absence of any apparent cause, 
belong to the attribute of Goodness . 215 Discontent, regret", 
grief, cupidity, and vindictiveness, causeless or occasioned by 
any perceptible cause, are the indications of the attribute 
known as Passion . 27 Wrong judgment, stupefaction, heed- 
lessness, dreams, and sleepiness, however caused, beloim to 
the attribute of Darkness . 28 Whatever state of conscious- 
ness exists, with respect to either the body or the mind 
united with joy or satisfaction, should be regarded as due to 


Byl2„??r ffth r ni>Hl011e C1StS 0ff t,le five or S ans of action. 
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the quality of Goodness . 29 Whatever state of consciousness 
exists united with any feeling of discontent or cheerlessness 
should be regarded as occasioned by an accession of the attri- 
bute of Passion into the mind . 30 Whatever state, as regards 
either the body or the mind, exists with error or heedless- 
ness, should be known as indicative of Darkness which is in- 
comprehensible and inexplicable . 81 The organ of hearing rests 
on- space ; it is space itself (under limitations) ; Sound has 
that organ for its refuge. (Sound, therefore, is a modification, 
of space). In perceiving sound, one may not immediately 
acquire a knowledge of the organ of hearing and of space. 
But when sound is perceived, the organ of hearing and space 
do not long remain unknown. (By destroying the ear, sound 
and space may be destroyed; and, lastly, by destroying the 
mind, all may be destroyed ). 32 The same is the case with the 
skin, the eyes, the tongue, and the nose constituting the fifth. 
They exist in touch, form, taste, and smell. They constitute 
the faculty of perception and they are the mind .* 33 Each 
employed in its own particular function, all the five organs of 
action and the five others of knowledge exist together, and 
upon the union of the ten dwells the mind as the eleventh 
and upon the mind the understanding as the twelfth . 34 If it 
be said that these twelve do not exist together, then the 
consequence that would result would be that there would be 
death in dreamless slumber. But as there is no death iji 
dreamless slumber, it must be conceeded that these twelve 
exist together as regards themselves but separately from the 
Soul. The co-existence of those twelve with the Soul that 
is referred to in common speech is only a common form of 
speech with the vulgar for ordinary purposes of the world . 35 
The dreamer, in consequence of the appearance of past sen- 
sual impressions, becomes conscious of his senses in their 
subtile forms, and endued as he already is with the three 
attributes (of goodness, passion, and* darkness), he* regards 


* ^ ie inference is that the functions being destroyed, the organs 
are destroyed, an$ the mind also is destroyed, or, the mind being des- 
troyed, all are (festroyed..— T» v *- 
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his senses as existing with their respective objects .and, 
therefore, acts and moves about with an imaginary body after 
the manner of hi, own self while awake.” That dissoc.a- 
tion of the Soul from the understanding and the mind w Hh 
the senses, which quickly disappears, which has no stabi- 
lity, and which the mind causes to arise only when influ- 
enced by darkness, is felicity that partakes, as the learned 
say, of the nature of darkness and is experienced m this 
gross body only. (The felicity of Emancipation certainly 
differs from itj.f 37 Over the felicity of Emancipation a so, 
the felicity, viz., which is awakened by the inspired teaching 
of the Vedas and in which no one sees the slightest tincture 
of sorrow,— -the same indescribable and truth-concealing darkw 
ness seems to spread itself (but in reality the felicity 
Emancipation is unstained by darkness ).** 8 Like again to 
what occurs in dreamless slumber, in Emancipation also, 
subjective and objective existences (from Consciousness to 
objects of the senses, all included), which have their origin in 
one’s acts, are all discarded. In some, that are overwhelmed 

# *£^0 commentator correctly explains that in wfoiupa ryyeta is 
the Nom. sing, of nri (man), meaning here, of course, the dreamer, 
Uilakantlia’s ingenuity is certainly highly commendable.— T. 

t Uparamam is yugapadbhavasy'i uchcchedam or extinction of the 
state of association of the Soul with the understanding, the mind, and 
the senses. This dissociation of the Soul from the understanding, &c., 
is, of course, Emancipation. Emancipation, however, being eternal, 
the temporary dissociation of the Soul from the understanding, &e., 
which is the consequence of dreamless sleep, is the result of Tamaz or 
Darkness. That dissociation is certainly a kind of felicity, but then 
it differs from the felicity of Emancipation, which is everlasting, and 
which is not experienced in the gross body .— T. 

- % In this verse the speaker points out that the felicity of Email- 

cipationmay at first sight seem to be like the felicity of dreamless 
sleep, but that is only an error. In reality the former is untouched or 
unstained by darkness. Na hrichcchtamawipacyati is the reading I 
take,' meaning “in which no one sees the slightest tincture of sorrow. 
The kind of sorrow referred to is the sorrow of duality or conscious- 
ness of knower and known. In Emancipation, of course, there cannot 
"afiy . consciousness of duality. Both the vernacular versions are 
thoroughly unmeaning.— T, 
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by Avidya , these exist, firmly grafted with them. Unto 
others who have transcended Avidya and have won know- 
ledge, they never come at any time.* 35 * They that are con- 
versant with speculations about the character of Soul and 
not-Soul, say that this sum total (of the senses, &c.,) is body 
(kshetram). That existent thing which rests upon the mind 
is called Soul ( ksketrajna ). 40 When such is the case, and 
when all creatures, in consequence of the well-known cause 
(which consists of ignorance, desire, and acts whose beginning 
cannot be conceived), exist, due also to their primary nature 
(which is a state of union between Soul and body), (of these 
two) which then is destructible, and how can that (viz., 
the Soul,) which is said to be eternal, suffer destruction ?f u 
As small rivers falling into larger ones lose their forms and 
names, and the larger ones (thus enlarged) rolling into the 
ocean, lose their forms and names too, after the same manner 
occurs that form of extinction of life called Emancipation.^ 2 
This being the case, when jiva, which is characterised by 
attributes, is received into the Universal Soul, and when all 

* T 11 this verse the speaker again points out the similarity between 
dreamless sleep and Emancipation. In both &w«karmapratyayah Qunah 
is discarded. Ounce h, as explained by IsTilakanfcha, means here the 
whole range of subjective and objective existences from Consciousness 
to gross meterial objects, swaJcarmapratyayah means karmahetukavir - 
bMva, i. e .. having acts for the cause of their manifestation ; this refers 
to the theory of rebirth on account of past acts.— T. 

t The sense of this verse is this; all creatures are perceived to 
exist. That existence is due to the welf-known cause constitued by 
Avidya and desire and acts. They exist also in such a way as to dis- 
play a union between the body and Soul. For all common purposes of 
life we treat creatures that we perceive to be really existing. The 
question then that arises is — which (the body or the Soul) is destruc- 
tible?— We cannot answer this question in any way we like, fof “gw&. 
§wato va katham uchcehedavan bhavefc,” (*. e. t how can the Soul, which 
is said by the learned to be Eternal, be regarded as destructible) ? 
“Vartemfineshu” should be treated as ^aukikavyavareshu” *>Uch« 
cched&li” is, of course, equivalent to “Uchcehedavan.” T. 

+ L e '> the gross body disappears in the subtil^; the subtile into 
the k&rana (potential) form of existence; and this last into the Su- 
preme Soul.— T. 
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its attributes disappear, how can it be the object of mention 
by differentiation ? 43 One who is conversant with that under- 
standing which is directed towards the accomplishment of 
Emancipation and who heedfully seeks to know the Soul, i*. 
never soiled by the evil fruits of his acts even as a lotus leaf 
though dipped in water is never soaked by it , 44 When one 
becomes freed from the very strong bonds, many in number, 
occasioned by affection for children and spouses and love for 
sacrifices and other rites, when one casts off both joy and 
sorrow and transcends all attachments, one then attains to 
the highest end and entering into the Universal Soul becomes 
incapable of differentiation. 4 " When one has understood the 
declarations of the grutis that lead to correct inferences 
(about Brahma) and has practiced those auspicious virtues 
which the same and other scriptures inculcate, one may lie 
down at ease, setting at nought the fears of decrepitude and' 
death. When both merits and sins disappear, and the fruits, 
in the form of joy and sorrow, arising therefrom, are destroy- 
ed, men, unattached to everything, take refuge at first on 
Brahma invested with personality, and then behold imperson- 
al Brahma in their understandings .* 40 Jiva in course of its 
downwards descent under the influence of Avidya lives here 
(within its cell formed by acts) after the manner of a silk- 
worm residing within its cell made of threads woven by itself. 
Like the freed silk-worm again that abandons its cell, jiva 
also abandons its house generated by its acts. The final result 
that takes place is that its sorrows are then destroyed like a 
clump of earth falling with violence upon a rocky mass.-f * 47 As 


* Merit and sin, and with, them their effects in the form of happi- 
ness and misery both here and hereafter, are said to be destroyed when 
men become unattached to every thing and practise the religion of 
abstention or nivriiiu The paraphrase of the second line is asaktdk 
alepamahtyam dsthdya mahccti alingctmeva paeyanti. t£ Alepamaka§am 
is explained by the commentator as “Sagnnam Brahma 
ftsthaya/ 3 — T. 

t brmwlbha is a generic term for all worms that weave threads 
from within their bellies. It does not always mean the spider. Here, it 
implies a silk worm. The analogy then becomes complete. — T» 
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the Rum casting off its old horns or the snake casting off its 
slough go'es on without attracting any notice: after the same 
maimer a person 'that is unattached casts off all his sorrows. 13 
As a bird deserts a tree that is about to fall down upon a 
piece of water and thus severing itself from it alights on a 
(new) resting place, after the same maimer the person freed 
from attachments casts off both joy and sorrow and 'dissociat- 
ed even from his subtile and subtiler forms attains to that 
end which is fraught with the highest prosperity.* 49 Their 
own ancestor Janaka, the chief of Mithila, beholding his city 
burning in a conflagration, himself proclaimed ,— In this con- 
flagration nothing of mine is burning / 50 — King Janadeva, 
having listened to these words capable of yielding immortality 
and uttered by Paiichac;ikha, and arriving at the truth after 
carefully reflecting upon everything that the latter had said, 
cast off his sorrows and lived on in the enjoyment of great 
felicity. 51 He who reads this discourse, 0 king, that treats 
of emancipation and who always reflects upon it, is never 
pained by any calamity, and freed from sorrow, attains to 
emancipation like Janadeva the ruler of Mithila after his 
meeting with Pancha$ikha/ ” 5a 


Section CCXX, 

“Yudhishfchira said, — ‘By doing what does - one acquire 
happiness, and what is that by doing which one meets with 
woe ? What also is that, 0 Bharata, by doing which one 
becomes freed from fear and sojourns here crowned with suc- 
cess (in respect of the objects of life) V 1 

“Bhishnia said, — ‘The ancients who had their understand- 
ings directed to the <pm itis y highly applauded the duty of 
self-restraint for all the orders generally but for the Brah- 

Tliis body is the result of Avidya and acts. When Avidya and acts 
are destroyed, Emancipation is attained to. — T. 

* Jip it.Ug%sahtah is wrongly rendered by the Burdwan translator, 
K P. Sing ha gives the sense correctly but takes [nipatati for ub 
'paiati.— T. vvAd ■ doffb- -b dd - ' ' ■ 
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marias in especial , 2 Success in respect of religions rites 
never occurs in the case of one that is not self restrained* 
Religions rites, penances, truth, — all obese are established 
upon self-restraint . 2 Self- restraint enhances one’s energy. 
Self-restraint is said to be sacred. The man of self-restraint 
becomes sinless and fearless and wins great results . 4 One 
that is self-restrained sleeps happily and wakes happily. He 
sojourns happily in the world and his mind always remains 
cheerful . 5 Every kind of excitement is quietly controlled 
by self-restraint. One that is not self- restrained fails in a 
similar endeavour. The man of self-restraint beholds his 
innumerable foes (in the form of lust, desire, and wrath. &c.), 
as if these dwell in a separate body .' 5 Like tigers and other 
carnivorous beasts, persons destitute of self-restraint always 
inspire all creatures with dread. For controlling these men, 
the Seif-born (Brahman) created kings . 7 In all the (four) 
modes of life, the practice of self-restraint is distinguished 
above all other virtues. The fruits of self-restraint are much 
greater than those obtainable in all the modes of life . 8 I 
shall now mention to thee the indications of those persons 
who prize self-restraint highly.* They are nobility, calmness 
of disposition, contentment, faith , 9 forgiveness, invariable 
simplicity, the absence of garrulity, humility, reverence for 
superiors, benevolence, compassion for all creatures, frank- 
ness , 10 abstention from talk upon kings and men in authority, 
horn all false and useless discourses, and from applause and 
censure cf others. The self restrained man becomes desirous 
of emancipation and, quietly bearing present joys and griefs, 
is never exhilarated or depressed by prospective ones . 11 Des- 
titute of vindictiveness and all kinds of guile, and unmoved 
by praise and blame, such a man is well-behaved, has good 
manners, is pure of soul, has firmness or fortitude, and is a 
complete master of his passions . 12 Receiving honors in this 
world, such a man in after life goes to heaven. Causing all 
creatures to acquire what they cannot acquire without his 

* SafiiudzPjah is explained by tlie commentator as equivalent to 
Aeiu.—T, - f 
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aid, such a man. rejoices and becomes happy ** 18 Devoted to 
universal benevolence, such a man never cherishes animosity 
for any one* Tranquil like the ocean at a dead cairn, wisdom 
fills his soul and he is ever cheerful . 14 Possessed of intelli- 
gence, and deserving of universal, reverence, the man of self- 
restraint never cherishes fear of any creature and is feared' 
by no creature in return . 15 That man who never rejoices 
even at large acquisitions and' never feels sorrow when over- 
taken by calamity, is said to be possessed of contented wis- 
dom. Such a man is said to be self- restrained. Indeed, such 
a man is said to be a regenerate being . 10 Versed with the 
scriptures and endued with a pure soul, the man of self- 
restraint, accomplishing all those acts that are done by the 
good, enjoys their high fruits . 17 They, however, that are of 
wicked soul never betake themselves to the path respresent- 
ed by benevolence, forgiveness, tranquillity, contentment), 
sweetness of speech, truth, liberality, and comfort , 19 Their 
path consists of lust and wrath and cupidity and envy of 
others and boastfulness. Subjugating lust and wrath, prac- 
tising the vow of Erahmacharyya and becoming a complete 
master of his senses , 18 the Brahmana, exerting himself with 
endurance in the austeresfc of penances, and observing the 
most rigid restraints, should live in this world, calmly wait- 
ing for his time like one seeming to have a body though fully 
knowing that he is not subject to destruction/ 


Section CCXXL 

"Yudhishthira said,— 'The three regenerate classes, who 
are addicted to sacrifices and other rites, sometimes eat the 
remnants, consisting of meat and wine, of sacrifices in honor 
of the deities, from motives of obtaining children and heaven ; 
What, O grand sire, is the character of this act V 1 

Irish tm said, — ‘Those who eat forbidden food without 
being observant of the sacrifices and vows ordained m the 


* Givin £ food and clothes to the poor and needy in times of scarcity 

is referred to,— T. 
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Yedas are regarded as wilful men. (They are regarded as 
fallen even here). Those, on the other hand, who eat such 
food in the observance of Yedie sacrifices and vows and 
induced by the desire of fruits in the shape of heaven and 
children, ascend to heaven but fall down on the exhaustion 
of their merits/"* 2 

“Yudhishthira safd— ‘Common people say that fasting Is 
ici'pci (penance). Is fasting, however, reallj so, or is penance 
something different V z 

« Bhishma said,— People do regard fast, measured by - 
months or fortnights or days, as penance. In the opinion, 
however, of the good, such is not penance. On the other 
hand, fast is an impediment to the acquisition of the know- 
ledge of the SouLt* The renunciation of acts (that is so 
difficult for all) and humility (consisting in the worship of all 
creatures and consideration for them all) constitute the high- 
est penance. That is distinguished above all kinds of pea- 
anee, He who betakes himself to such penance is regarded as 
one that is always fasting and that is always leading a life of 
Brahmacharyya „ r> Such, a Brahman a will become &Muni. : 
always, a deity evermore, and sleepless forever, and one en- 
gaged in the pursuit of virtue only, even if he lives in the 
bosom of a family/ 5 He will become a vegetarian always, and 
pure for ever. He will become an eater always of ambrosia, 
and an adorer always of gods and guests. 7 Indeed, lie will 
be regarded as one always subsisting on sacrificial remnants, 
as one ever devoted to the duty of hospitality, as one always 
full of faith, and as one ever worshipping gods and guests/ 3 

* The reading I adopt is Vrataluvdhrlh . If, however, the Bengal 
reading vrataluptdh be adopted, the meaning would be “such men are 
deceived by their vows / 5 the sense being that though acquiring heaven 
and the other objects of their desire, yet they fall down upon ex- 
haustion of their merit and never attain to what is permanent, vu., 
^mancipation, which is attainable by following the religion of nivrtiti 
only. — T. 

f The object of Bhishma’s two answers is to show that the giving of 
pain to others (sacrificing animals) is censurable, and the giving of 
imntQ one’s own self is equally censurable.— T, 
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"Yudhishthira said, — 'How can one practising such pen- 
ance come to be regarded as one that is always fasting or as 
one that is ever devoted to the vow of B rah machar \ y a , or 
as one that is always subsisting upon sacrificial remnants or 
as one that is ever regardful of guests ?’ 9 

“Bhishma said, — 'He will be regarded as one that is al- 
ways fasting if he eats once during the day and once during 
the night at the fixed hours without eating anything during 
the interval. 10 Such a Brahmana, by always speaking the 
truth and by adhering always to wisdom, and by going to his 
wife only in her season and never at other times, becomes a 
B rahmacharin (celebate). 11 By never eating meat of ani- 
mals not killed for sacrifice, he will become a strict vegeta- 
rian. By always becoming charitable he will become ever 
pure, and by abstaining from sleep during the day he will 
become one that is always wakeful. 12 Know, 0 Yudhish- 
thira, that that man who eats only after having fed his ser- 
vants and guests becomes an eater always of ambrosia. 13 
That Brahmana who never eats till gods and guests are fed, 
wins, by such abstention, heaven itself. 14 He is said to sub- 
sist upon sacrificial remnants who eats only what remains 
after feeding the gods, the PiU'is , servants, and guests. 15 
Such men win numberless regions of felicity in nest life. 
To their homes come, with Brahman himself, the gods and 
the Jjosarus. 15 They who share their food with the deities 
and the titris pass their days in constant happiness with 
their sons and grandsons, and at last, leaving off this body, 
attain to a very high end/ ” 17 


Section CCXXII. 

“Yudhishthira said,— ‘In this world, 0 Bharata, acts 
good and bad attach themselves to man for the purpose of 
producing fruits for enjoyment or endurance. 1 Is man, how- 
ever, to be regarded as their doer or is he not to he regarded 
so? Doubt fills my mind with respect to this question. I 
desire to hear this in detail from thee, 0 grandsire !’ 2 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection, 0 Yudhishthira, is 
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cited the old narrative of a discourse between Prahlada and 
Indra. 8 The chief of the Baity as, viz,, Prahlada, was un- 
attached to all worldly objects. His sins had been washed 
away. Of respectable parentage, he was possessed of great 
learning. Free from stupifaction and pride, ever observant 
of the quality of goodness, and devoted to various vows, 4 he 
took praise and censure equally. Possessed of self-restraint, 
he was then passing his time in an empty chamber. Con- 
versant with the origin and the destruction of all created 
objects mobile and immobile, 6 he was never angry with 
things that displeased him and never rejoiced at the accession 
of objects that were agreeable. He cast an equal eye upon 
gold and a clump of earth. 6 Steadily engaged in study of 
the Soul and i it acquiring Emancipation, and firm in know- 
ledge, he hid arrived at fixed conclusions in respect of 
truth. 7 Acquainted with what is supreme and what is not so 
among all things, omniscient and of universal sight, as he 
was seated one day in a solitary chamber with his senses 
under complete control, Cakra approached him, and desirous 
of awakening him, said these words : s — 0 king, I behold all 
those qualities permanently residing in thee by which a person 
wins the esteem of all ! 9 Thy understanding seems to be like 
that of a child, free from attachment and aversion. Thou 
knowest the Soul. What, thickest thou, is the best means 
by which a knowledge of the Soul may be attained ? i0 Thou 
art) now bound in cords, fallen off from thy former position, 
brought under the sway of thy foes, and divested of pros- 
perity. Thy present circumstances are such as may well ins- 
pire grief. Yet how is it, O Prahlada, that thou dost not 
indulge in grief? 11 Is this due, 0 son of Diti, to the acqui- 
sition of wisdom or is it on account of thy fortitude ? Be- 
hold thy calamities, 0 Prahlada, and yet thou seemest like 
one that is happy and tranquil I 1 *— Thus urged by Indra, the 
chief of the Duityas, endued with firmness and with deter- 
minate c mciusions in respect of truth, replied unto the 
former m these sweet words indicative of great wisdom. 15 
! 'xhvahiada said, He who is unacquainted with the origin 
destruction of alb created objects, is> in consequence 
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of such ignorance, stupified. He, however, who is conver- 
sant with these two things, is never stupified. 14 All kinds 
of entities and non-entities come into being or cease in 
consequence of their own nature. No kind of personal exer- 
tion is needed (for the production of such phenomena).* 1 ^ 
In the absence, therefore, of personal exertion, it is evident 
that no personal agent exists for the production of all this 
that we perceive. But though (in reality) the person (or 
the chit) never does anything, yet (through the influence of 
Ignorance) a consciousness in respect of agency overspreads 
itself on ib. ic Ha who regards himself as the doer of acts 
good or bad, possesses a wisdom that is vitiated. Such a 
person is, according to my judgment, unacquainted with the 
truth /} -17 If, 0 Gakra, the being called person were really 
the actor, then all acts undertaken for his own benefit would 
certainly be crowned with success. None of those acts would 
be defeated. 18 Among even persons struggling their utmost 
the suspension of what is not desired and the occurrence of 
what is desired are not to be seen. What becomes then of 
personal exertion ? 18 In the case of some, we see that without 
any exertion on their part, what is not desired is suspended 
and what is desired is accomplished. This then must be the 
result of Nature . 20 Some persons again are seen to present 
extraordinary aspects, for though possessed of superior in- 
telligence they have to solicit wealth from others that are 
vulgar in features and endued with little intelligence. 21 
Indeed, when all qualities, good or bad, enter a person, 
urged by Nature, what ground is there for one to boast (of 
one’s superior possessions) ? 23 A 1J those flow from Nature. 
This is mv settled conclusion. Even Emancipation and know- 
ledge of self, according to me, flow from the same source. 25 


* Existence cones into being and ceases. Non-existence also comes 
into being and ceases. This is the grammatical construction. The 
words, of course, imply only the appearance and disappearance of all 
kinds of phenomena. — T. 

f This refers to the theory set forth in the previous sections about 
the SonlVrcal inactivity amidst its seeming activity in respect of all 
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c-r t ^: s world all fruits, good or bad, that attach them- 
, ra , L persons, are regarded as the result of acts. I shall 
&& '"r,, 1 -'P to thee in full on the subject of acts. Listen to 
1 Ifa crow, while eating some food, proclaims the .pre- 
Te tee of that food (to the members of its species) by i s 
re plated cawmg, after the same manner all our acts only 
proclaim the indications of Nature. * He who is acquaint 
, lv the transformations of Nature but not with Nature 
witli on.y • . | herself, feels stupifaction in 

*>» 

the^ditfere uce between Nature and her transformations is 
, lifted 18 All existent things have their origin m 
l Iu consequence of one’s certainty of conviction in 
»» would never be .feted % P nde « «J- 

When X know what the origin is of .11 the . o.dl 
TV- of morolit, and when I am acquainted with the 
: IiU “ all objects, I am Incapable, 0 Ota 0 « ~ 
doming L grief. AH this is endued with an end.- IV ith.n 

attachments, without pride, without d «™ “ 4 
from ail bonds, and dissociated from everything, I am passm, 
ti e iu wreat happiness, engaged in beholding the appeal- 

:; M lapiporani. * * «-* :t 

i, no isessed of wisdom, that is self-restrained, that is con 
t r.i t .ai that is without desire and hope, and that behmds a 
things' with the light of self-knowledge, no trouble or anxiety 
exists, 0 Oakra l 8 ' I have no affection or aversion for e 
Nature or her transformations. I do not behold any one now 
who is my foe nor any one who is mine own/ 1 do not, 

0 Cakra, at any time covet either heaven, or this woi Id, ox 
the nether regions. It is not the case that there is no lappi- 
ness in understanding the Soul. Bat the Soul, being disso- 
ciate! from everything, cannot enjoy felicity. Hence I dosiiu 

nothing . 81 . , 

« “Cakra said,— Tell me the means, 0 Pralilada, by wfiic a 

> this kind of wisdom may be attained and by which this kind 

! of tranquillity may be made one’s own. I solicit thee » 

“ < P rah lad a said,— By simplicity, by heedfulness, by cleans- 
ing the Soul, by mastering the passions, and by waiting 
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upon, aged seniors, O Oal ra, a person succeeds In attaining 
to Emancipation. 341 Know this, however, that one acquires 
wisdom from Nature, and that the acquisition of tranquillity 
also is due to the same cause. Indeed, everything else that 
thou perceivest is due to Nature. — -’ s5 

“Thus addressed by the lord of the Daityas , Oakra be- 
came filled with wonder, and commended those words, O 
king, with a cheerful heart. 36 The lord of the three worlds 
then, having worshipped the lord of the Daityas , took his 
leave and proceeded to his own abode/ ” sr 


Section OOXXIII. 

"Yudhishthira said, — c Tell me, O grandsire, by adopting 
what sort of intelligence may a monarch, who has been di- 
vested of prosperity and crushed by Time’s heavy bludgeon, 
still live on this Earth l n 

“Bhishma said, — Tn this connection is cited the old narra- 
tive of the discourse between Vasava and Virochana’s son 
Vali. 2 One day Vasava, after having subjugated all the 
Asuras, repaired to the Grandsire and joining his hands 
bowed to him and enquired after the whereabouts of Vali/*— 
Tell me, 0 Brahman, where may I now find that Vali whose 
wealth continued undiminished even though he used to 
give it away as largely as he wished ! 4 He was the god of 
wind. He was Yaruna. He was Surya. He was Soma. He 
was Agni that used to warm all creatures. He became water 
(for the use of all). I do not find where he now is. Indeed, 
0 Brahman, tell me where I may find Yali now ! 5 Formerly 
it was he who used to illumine all the points of the compass 
(as Surya) and to set (when, evening came). Casting off 
idleness, it was he who used to pour rain upon all creatures 
at the proper season. I do not now see that Vali. Indeed, 
tell me, 0 Brahman, where I may find that chief of the 
Aou,,-vs’ oow ! — 6 V,' -a 

* ‘Brahman said,— -It is not becoming in thee, 0 Maghavaf, 
to thus enquire after Yali now ! One should not, however, 
speak an untruth when one is questioned by another For 
f “ 25 
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this reason I shall tell thee the whereabouts of Valid 0 lord 
of Oachi Yali may now have taken his birth among camels 
or bulls or asses or horses, and having become the foremost 
of his speices may now be staying in an empty apartment ! 3 - 

« «Cakra said, -If, 0 Brahman, I happen to meet with 
y a li in an empty apartment, shall I slay him or spare him? 
Tell me how I shall act ! 0 

“‘Brahman said,— Do not, 0 Oakra, injure Yali! Vali 
does not deserve death. Thou shouldst, on the other hand, 

0 Yasava, solicit instruction from him about morality, 0 
Cakra, as thou pleasest !’ 10 

« Bhishma continued, -‘Thus addressed by the divine 
Creator, India roamed over the Barth, seated on the back of 
Airavata and attended by circumstances of great splendour. 11 
He succeeded in meeting with Yali, who, as the Creator had 
said, was living in an empty apartment, clothed in the form 
of Sill cliSS* 

“'Cakra said, — Thou art now, 0 Danava, born as an ass 
subsisting on chaff' as thy food. This thy order of birth is 
certainly a low one. Dost thou or dost thou not grieve for 
ifc? 13 I see what I had never seen before, viz., thyself 
brought under the sway of thy enemies, divested of prosperity 
and friends, and shorn of energy and prowess. 11 Formerly 
thou usedst to make progresses through the worlds, with 
thy train consisting of thousands of vehicles and thousands 
of kinsmen, and to move along, scorching everybody, with 
thy splendour and counting us as nought! 1 " The Daiteyas, 
looking up to thee as their protect or, lived under thy sway ! 
Through thy power, the Barth used to yeild crops without; 
waiting for tillage, Today, however, I behold thee over- 
taken by this dire calamity ! Dost thou or dost thou not 
indulge in grief for this? 16 When formerly thou usedst, 
with pride reflected in thy face, to divide on the eastern 
shores of the ocean thy vast- wealth among thy kinsmen, 
what then was the state of thy mind nl Formerly, for many 
years, when blazing' with splendour, thou usedst. to sport, 


thousands of celestial damsels used to dance before thee. 
All of them were adornod with garlands of lotuses and all 


mm 
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ons upon millions oi lane. What, O liaii 
of fchy mind then ? 31 Formerly, engaged in sacrifice, thou 
liadsfc gone round the whole Earth, following the rule of the 
hurling of the Ccmya, 'What was the state of thy mind 
then if 33 1 do not now behold that golden jar' of thine, nor 
that umbrella of thine, nor those fans 1 i behold not also, 
0 king of the A suras 9 that garland of thine which was given 
to thee by the Grandsire ! — 23 

“ W&li said, — Thou seest not- now, 0 Vasava* my jar and 
umbrella and fans. Thou seest not also my garland, that 
gift of the Grandsire. 2 ’ 1 Those precious possessions of mine 
about which thou askesfc are now buried in the . darkness of a 
cave, When my time comes again, thou wilt surely behold 
them again l 2 ° This conduct of thine, however, does not 
become thy fame or birth. Thyself in prosperity, thou de- 
sirest to mock me that am sunk in adversity ! 2G They that 
have acquired wisdom, and have won contentment therefrom, 
they that are of tranquil souls, that are virtuous and good 
among creatures, never grieve in misery nor rejoice in happi- 
ness/ 7 Led, however, by a vulgar intelligence, thou indnlo-- 




* The Burdwan translator renders the second line as "six thousand 
Gandharvas used to dance before thee the seven kinds of dance.”—* T. 

t Both the vernacular translators have misunderstood this verse. 
A earn?/ a is explained as a little wooden cone measuring about six and 
thirty fingers’ breadth in altitude. What Vali did was to go round 
the Earth ( anupxryyagah , i. e , 9 parihriiyagatavan) throwing or hurling 
a gamy ii. When thrown from a particular point by a strong man, the 
$amj& clears a certain distance. This space is called a 2)evagcrj<ma. 
'Vali went round the globe, performing sacrifices upon each such Deva- 
y ajina T. 
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est In brag, 0 Purandara ! When thou shalt become like me 
thou shalt not then indulge in speeches like these ! — ’ ” 2S 


Section COXXIY. 

^Bhishma said,— f Once more, laughing at Vali who was 
sighing like a snake, Cakra addressed him for saying some- 
thing more pointed than what he had said before* 1 

“ ‘Cakra said, — Formerly, attended by a train consisting 
of thousands of vehicles and kinsmen, thou usedst to make 
thy progresses, scorching all the worlds with thy splendour 
and regarding us as nought. 2 Thou art now, however, de- 
serted by both kinsmen and friends. Beholding this miser- 
able plight that has overtaken thee, dost thou or dost thou 
not indulge in grief ? 3 Formerly all the worlds were under 
thy sway and great was thy joy. I ask, dost thou or dost 
thou not Indulge in grief now, for this fall of thine in respect 
of external splendour ? — 4 

“ Wall said,— Considering all this to be transitory, — due, 
indeed, to the course of time, — I do not, 0 Cakra, indulge in 
grief 1 These things have an end. 5 These bodies that crea- 
tures have, 0 chief of the celestials, are all transitory. For 
that reason, 0 Cakra, I do not grieve (for this asinine form 
of mine). Nor Is this form due to any fault of mine. 0 The 
animating principle and the body come Into existence to- 
gether, in consequence of their own nature. They grow 
together, and meet with destruction together. 7 Having ob- 
tained this form of existence I have not been permanently 
enslaved by it. Since I know this, I have no cause for sorrow 
in consequence of that knowledge. 8 As the final resting 
place of all rivers is the ocean, even so the end of all em- 
bodied creatures is death. Those persons that know this 
well are never stupified, 0 wielder of the thunder-bolt P 
They, however, who, overwhelmed with Passion and loss of 
judgment, do not know this, they whose understanding Is 

- the commentator as pralrwht&Mot- 
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lost, sink under the weight of misfortune. 10 A person who 
acquires a keen understanding succeeds in destroying all his 
sins. A sinless person acquires the attribute of Goodness, 
and having acquired it becomes cheerful, 11 They, however, 
that deviate from the attribute of Goodness, and obtain re- 
peated rebirths, are obliged to indulge in sorrow and grief, 
led on by desire and the objects of the senses. 12 Success 
or the reverse, in respect of the attainment of all objects of 
desire, life or death, the fruits of action that are represented 
by pleasure or pain, I neither dislike nor like. 10 When one 
slays another, one slays only that other’s body. That man, 
who thinks that it is he who slays another, is himself slain. 
Indeed, both of them are ignorant of the truth, viz,, he 
who slays and he who is slain.* 14 That person, 0 Maghavat, 
who having killed or vanquished any one brags of his manli- 
ness, should know that he is not the actor but that the act 
(of which he boasts) has been accomplished by a real agent 
(who is different). 1 * When the question comes as to who is 
it that causes the creation and the destruction of things in 
the world, it is generally regarded that some person (who 
has himself been caused or created) has caused the act (of 
creation or destruction). Know, however, that the person 
who is so regarded has (as alread} r said) a creator. 10 Earth, 
light or heat, space, water, and wind constituting the fifth — 
from these do all creatures spring, (When this is known to 
me) what sorrow can I feel (for this change in my condi- 
tion)? 17 One that is possessed of great learning, one that 


* I follow Nilakantha 5 s gloss in rendering this verse. Ecotam is 
explained as nirjivam-deham, i, the body divested of Soul. ‘He 
who slays another is himself slain 5 means that a person who regards 
his own self as the slayer is steeped in ignorance, for the Soul is never 
an actor. By thinking that he is the actor a person invests his Soul 
with the attributes of the body and the senses. Such a man (as already 

said) is Eatah or slain (L e steeped in ignorance). Comparing this 
with verse 19 of Sec. II of the Gita, we find that the same thing is 
asserted there in a slightly different way. ‘He who regards the Soul as 
Ihe slayer and he who regards it as slain are both mistaken. The Soul 
does not slay nor is slain**— i\ 
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has not much of learning, one that is possessed of strength, 
one that is destitute of strength, one that is possessed of 
personal beauty, and one that is very ugly, one that is for- 
tunate and one that is not blessed by fortune, 18 are all swept 
away by Time, which is too deep to be fathomed, by its own 
energy. When I know that I have been vanquished by 
Time, what sorrow can I feel (for this alteration In my cir- 
cumstances) ? 19 One that burns anything burns a. thing that 
has been already burnt. One that slays, only slays a victim 
already slain. One that is destroyed has been be 
troyed. A thing that is acquired by a person is that which 
is already arrived and intended for his acquisition. 20 This 
Time is like an ocean. There is no island in it. Where, In- 
deed, is its other shore ? Its boundary cannot be seen. Re- 
flecting even deeply, I do not behold the end of this conti- 
nuous stream that is the great ordainer of all things and 
that is certainly celestial. 21 If I did not understand that it 
is Time that destroys all creatures, then, perhaps, I would 
have felt the emotions of joy and pride and wrath, 0 lord 
of Oachi t sa Hast thou come here to condemn me, having 
ascertained that I am now bearing the form of an ass that 
subsits upon chaff and that is now passing Ms days in a 
lonely spot remote from the habitations of men ? 23 If I wish, 
even now I can assume various awful forms beholding any 
one of which thou wouldst beat a hasty retreat from my 
presence. 24 It is Time that gives everything and again takes 
away everything. It is Time that ordains all things. Do 
not, 0 Oakra, brag of thy manliness. 25 Formerly, 0 Puran- 
dara, on occasions of my wrath everything used to become 
agitated. I am acquitted, however, 0 Oakra, with the eter- 
nal attributes of all things in the world. 20 Do thou also 
know the truth. Do not suffer thyself to be filled with 
wonder. Affluence and its origin are not under one’s con- 
trol. 2 ' Thy mind seems to be like that of a child. It is the 
same as It was before. Open thy eyes, 0 Maghavat, and 
adopt an understanding established on certitude and truth. 28 
The gods, mon, the Pitris , the Gandharvas , the snakes, and 
Jie hdkshascte , were all under my sway in days gone by* 


do; 




* Compare this with the saying usually credited to Napoleon that 
Helena was written in the book of Fate.— T* 
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Thou knowest this, 0 Yasava ! 29 Their understandings 
stupified by ignorance, all creatures used to flatter me, say- 
ing, — Salutations to that point of the compass whither Yi~ 
rochana’a son Vali may now be staying ! s0 — 0 lord of Cachi, 
I do not at all grieve when I think of that honor (which is 
no longer paid to me), I feel no sorrow for this fall of mine ! 
My understanding is firm in this respect, vis., that I will 
live obedient to the sway of the Ordainer. 31 It is seen that 
some one of noble birth, possessed of handsome features, and 
endued with great prowess, lives in misery, with all his coun- 
sellors and friends. This happens because of its having been 
ordained.* 33 Similarly, some one born in an ignoble race, 
devoid of knowledge, and with even a stain on his birth, is 
seen, 0 Oakra, to live in happiness with all his counsellers 
and friends. This also happens because of its having been 
ordained. 33 An auspicious and beautiful woman, 0 Cakra, 
is seen to pass her life in misery. Similarly, an ugly woman 
with every inauspicious mark is seen to pass her days in great 
happiness.® 1 That we have now become so is not due to any 
act of ours, 0 Oakra ! That thou art now so is not due, 
0 wielder of the thunderbolt, to any act of thine V* Thou 
hast not done anything, 0 thou of a hundred sacrifices, in 
consequence of which thou art now enjoying this affluence. 
Nor have I done anything in consequence of which I have 
now been divested of affluence. Affluence and its reverse 
come one after another. 35 I now behold thee blazing with 
splendour, endued with prosperity, possessed of beauty, plac- 
ed at the head of all the deities, and thus roaring at me. 87 
This would never be but for the fact of Time standing near 
after having assailed me. Indeed, if Time had not assailed 
me I ■would have today killed thee with only a blow of 
my fists notwithstanding the fact of thy being armed with 
the thunder . 83 This, however, is not the time for putting 
forth my prowess. On the other hand, the time that has 
come is for adopting a behaviour of peace and tranquillity. 
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that establishes all things. Time works upon all 
. leads them to their final consummation* 86 ^ I was 

■hipped lord of the Danavas. Burning all with my 
41 - strength and pride. When Time 

who is there whom he will not 
ief of the deities, singly I bore the 


It is Time ■ 
things and 
the worsl , 

energy, I used to roar in 
hath assailed even mysel 
assail ? 48 Formerly, 0 cl 
energy of all the twel 
amongst them. 41 It was 
then to shower it as rain 
give both light and heat unto the three wo, 
I that used to protect and it was I that used t 
was I that gave and it was I that book. It was 
to hind and it was I that used to unbind. In £ 
I was the one puissant master. 48 That sovereig 
I had, 0 chief of the celestials, is no mor 
assailed by the forces of Time. Those things, 
no longer seen to shine in me. 44 I am not the 
that are apparently done by me). Thou art 
(of acts done by thee). None else, 0 lord o 

doer (of those acts). It is Time, 0 Cakra, tb 
destroys all things.f 5 Persons conversant w 
say that Time (Eternity) is Brahma. The 
months are his body. That body is invested 
nights as its robes. The seasons are his sei 
is his mouth. 48 Some people, in consequence 
rior intelligence, say that all this (mz., the « 
should be conceived as Brahma. The Vedas, 
that the five sheathes that invest the Soul she 
as Brahma 47 Brahma is deep and maccessi 
ocean of waters. It hath been said that 


* The original, if literally rendered, would be ‘Time cooks every 

thing. 5 — T. ij , v f k 

f Bhujyante is explained by the commentator as eqmva en 

faXy ant e or umhriy ante.- — T. 

t BrxJma is indestructible &$jiva or Soul, and is de,structi e a. 
displayed in the form of not-Self. — T. 
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yet it enters all existent objects and as such assumes attri- 
butes. Those persons that are conversant with truth regard 
Brahma as eternal. 49 Through the action of Ignorance, Brah- 
ma causes the attribute of materiality to invest the Chit or 
Soul which is immaterial spirit (having knowledge only for 
it 3 attribute). That materiality, however, is not the essen- 
tial attribute of the Soul, for upon the appearance of a know- 
ledge of the true cause of everything, that materiality ceases 
to invest the Soul.* 50 Brahma in the form of Time is the 
refuge of all creatures. Where wouldst thou go transcend- 
ing that Time? Time or Brahma , indeed, cannot he avoided 
by running nor by staying still. 51 All the five senses are 
incapable of perceiving Brahma, Some have said that Brah- 
ma is Fire ; some that he is Prajapafci ; 52 some that he is the 
Seasons ; some that he is the Month ; some that he is the 
Fortnight; some that he is the Days; some that he is the 
Hours ; some that he is the Morning ; some that he is the 
Noon; some that he is the Evening; 53 and some that he 
is the Moment. Thus diverse people speak diversely of him 
who is single. Know that he is Eternity, under whose 
sway are all things/ 4 Many thousands of Indras have 
passed away, 0 Vasava, each of whom was possessed of 
great strength and prowess. Thou also, 0 lord of Cachi, 
shalt have to pass away after the same manner. 55 Thee, 
too, 0 Cakra, that art possessed of swelling might and that 
art the chief of the deities, when thy hour comes, all-power- 
ful Time will extinguish ! 66 Time sweeps away all things. 
For this reason, 0 Indra, do not brag ! Time is incapable 
of being quieted by either thee or me or by those gone before 
us I 67 This regal prosperity that thou hast attained and that 
thou thinkest to be beyond compare, had formerly been poss- 
essed by me. It is unsubstantial and unreal. She does not 
dwell long in one place. 58 Indeed, she had dwelt in thou- 
sands of Indras before thee, all of whom, again, were very 
much superior to thee 1 Unstable as she is, deserting me she 

* I expand verse 50 for giving its sense as a literal version would be 
mhntelligibla.-r-T. 

U 
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.hath now approached thee, 0 chief of the deities I 59 Do not, 
0 Oakra, indulge in such brag again ! It behooveth thee to 
become tranquil ! Knowing thee to be full of vanity, she 
will very soon desert thee !— 5 ” b0 


Section CGXXV. 

“Bhishma said, — 'After this, he of a hundred sacrifices be- 
held the goddess of Prosperity, in hen own embodied form that 
blazed with splendour, issue out of the form of the high- 
souled Vali. 1 The illustrious chastiser of Paha, beholding 
the goddess blazing with radiance, addressed Vali in these 
words, with eyes expanded in wonder. 2 

" ‘Cakra said, — 0 Vali, who is this one, thus shining with 
■splendour, thus decked with head-plumes, thus adorned with 
golden bracelets on her upper arms, and thus emitting a halo 
of .glory on all sides in consequence of her energy that is 
issuing out of thy body/ — 3 

“ ‘Vali said,— I do not know whether she is an A sum 
damsel or a celestial one or a human one. Thou mayst or 
mayst not ask her thyself. Do what pleases thee ! — 4 

<£ ‘Oakra said, — 0 thou of sweet smiles, who art thou that 
art possessed of such radiance and adorned with plumes that 
thus issuest from the body of Vali ! I do not know thee! 
Kindly tell me thy name ! 5 Who, indeed, art thou that 
thus standest here as Maya herself, blazing with thy own 
splendour, after having deserted the lord of the Baity as i 
0, tell me this as I question thee ! 6 — 

" ‘Oree said, — Virochana did not know me. This Vali also 
that is the. son of Virochana knows me not. The learned 
called me by the name of Dusshaha* Some knew me by 
tne name of Vidhiisa: f 7 I have other names also, 0 Vasava ! 
1. ney are Bhuti, LaJcshmi, and Qree.% Thou knowest me 
not, 0 Oakra, nor doth any one among the deities know me I s 

* that is borne with great difficulty. — T. 

t Literally, the desire for action ; hence abundance or plenty that 
k the result of action or labour.— 1 T. 

! X All these names imply plenty and prosperity. — *T. 
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“ ‘Oakra said,— 0 lady that is difficult of being borne, why 
do you desert Vali now after having lived in him for a long 
time ? Is it due to any act of mine or is it due to any act 
that Vali has done ?— 9 

“ ‘Cree said, — Neither the Greater nor the Ordain er rules 
me. It is Time that moves me from one place to another. 
Do not, 0 Oakra, disregard Vali ! — 10 

“ ‘Oakra said, — For what reason, 0 goddess adorned with 
plumes, do you desert Vali ? Why also do you approach me 
(for living in me) ? Tell me this, 0 thou of sweet smiles ! u — 

“ ‘Cree said,— I live in truth, in gifts, in good vows, in 
penances, in prowess, and in. virtue ! Vali hath fallen off 
from all these. 12 Formerly he was devoted to the Brahman as.. 
He was truthful and had controlled his passions. Latterly, 
however, he began to cherish feelings of animosity towards 
the Brahmanas and touched clarified butter with soiled 
hands.'*' 18 Formerly he was always engaged in the perform- 
ance of sacrifices. At last, blinded by ignorance and afflict- 
ed by Time he began to boast before all persons, saying that 
his adorations towards me were ceaseless. 14 Deserting him 
(for these faults) I shall henceforth, O Oakra, dwell in thee ! 
Thou shouldst bear me without heedlessness, and with pen- 
ances and prowess. — 15 

“ 'Oakra said,— 0 thou that dwellest amid lotuses, there 
is not a single person among gods, men, and «all creatures, 
that can bear thee for ever ! — 10 

“ 'Oreo said,- — Truly, 0 Purandara, there is none among 
gods, Gandharvas, A suras, or Rakshasas, that can bear me 
for ever !— 17 

“ ‘Oakra said,— 0 auspicious lady, tell me how I should 
conduct myself so that thou mayst dwell in me always ! I 
shall certainly obey thy behests. It behooveth thee to an- 
swer me truly ! — 13 

“ f ° ree said, 0 chief of the deities, I shall tell thee, as to 
how I may be enabled to dwell in thee always! Divide me 


L e., with hands not washed after rising from his meals or while 
going on with his meals*— T. 
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east as in the west, and as much in the north as in the south. 20 
When, however, the Sun, withdrawing himself from all sides, 
will shine only upon the region of Brahman that is situate 
in the middle of S umer u, then will again occur a great 
battle between the gods and the A suras, and in that fight 
I shall certainly vanquish all of you P When the Sun, 
withdrawing himself from all sides, will shine fixedly upon 
only the region of Brahman, then will again occur a great 
battle between the gods and the Asuras, and in that fight 
I shall surely conquer all of you !*— 32 

“ ‘Cakra said —Brahman hath commanded me, saying that 
I should never kill thee. It is for this reason, 0 Yali, that 
I do not hurl my thunderbolt upon thy head P Go whither- 
soever thou wishest, 0 chief of the Daityas ! 0 great A sura, 

peace to thee ! No time will come when the Sun will shine 
from only the meridian. 84 The Self-born (Brahman) hath 
before this ordained the laws that regulate the Sun's motions. 
Giving light and heat to all creatures, he goes on ceaselessly. 35 
For six months he travels in a northward course and then for 
the other six in a southward course. The Sun travels by 
these courses (one after another), creating winter and sum- 
mer for all creatures ! — ’ sfi 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Thus addressed by Indra, 0 Bha- 
rata, Yali the chief of the Daityas proceeded towards the 
south. Purandara proceeded towards the north. 57 The thou- 
sand-eyed Indra, after having listened to this speech of Yali 
which was characterised by an entire absence of pride, then 
ascended the skies/ ” 38 


* The commentator explains that according 1 
the world stands all around the mountains of Mem. 
Brahman stands on its top. The Sun travels 
over all the directions or points of the compass, 
age called the Vbivaswata Manwantara (the age 


to the Pauranic theory, 

a. The region of 

round Meru and shines 
This happens in the' 
or epoch of Mami the 
son of Yivaswat). But after the lapse of this age, wh t en the Sdvar - 
nika Mamoantata comes, the sun will shine upon only the region - on 
the top of Meru, and all around there will be darkness,— T, 
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Section COXXYI. 

"Bhishma said,— : In tills connection is also cited the old 
narrative of the discourse between him of a hundred sacri- 
fices and the Xsura Namuchi, 0 Yudhishthira. 1 When the 
A sura Namuchi, who was conversant with the birth and 
the death of all creatures, was sitting, divested of prosperity 
but untroubled at heart like the vast ocean in perfect still- 
ness, Purandara addressed him these words : 2 — Fallen off from 
thy place, bound with cords, brought under the sway of 
thy foes, and divested of prosperity, dost thou, 0 Namuchi, 
indulge in grief or passest thou thy days cheerfully ?• — s 

“ ‘Namuchi answered,— By indulging in such sorrow as 
cannot be warded off one only wastes one’s body and glad- 
dens one’s foes. Then, again, no one can lighten another’s 
sorrow by taking any portion of it upon oneself. For these 
reasons, 0 Cakra, I do not indulge in sorrow. All this that 
thou seest hath one end.* 4 Indulgence in sorrow destroys 
personal comeliness, prosperity, life, and virtue Itself, 0 chief 
of the deities l 5 Without doubt, suppressing that sorrow 
which comes upon oneself and which is born of an improper 
disposition of the mind, one possessed of true knowledge 
should reflect In one’s mind of that which is productive of 
the highest good and which dwells in the heart itself.f 6 
When one sets one’s mind upon what is for one’s highest 
good, without doubt, the result that takes place is that one’s 
objects are all accomplished.!. 7 There is One ordainer, and no 
second. His control extends over the being that lies within 
the womb. Controlled by the great Ordainer I go on as He 
sets me on, like water running along a downward path, 8 


* L e., all tilings are destructible instead of being eternal. — T. 
f The commentator explains that Eriddyam means Eritstham swam- 
jpam. By Kallyanam, of course, Afofc&Jia or Emancipation is intended. — T. 

t As explained in previous verses, one striving to attain Emancipa- 
tion must set himself to yoga. As a consequence of yoga, one acquires 
(wi&hout wishing for them) many wonderful powers. The accomplish- 
ment of one’s objects then follows as a matter of course.— T. 
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Knowing what is existence and what emancipation, and un- 
derstanding also that the latter is superior to the former, I 
do not, however, strive for attaining to It. Doing acts that 
tend towards the direction of virtue and also those that tend 
towards the opposite direction, I go on as He sets me on. 9 
One gets those things that are ordained to be got. That 
which is to happen actually happens. 10 One has repeatedly to 
reside in such wombs in which one is placed by the Ordain er. 
One has no choice in the matter. 11 That person is never 
stupified, who when placed in any particular condition, accepts 
It as that which he was ordained to be placed in. 12 Men 
are affected by pleasure and pain that come by turns in 
course of Time. There is no personal agency (in the matter 
of pleasure or pain to any one). In this lies sorrow, viz,, 
that he that dislikes sorrow regards himself as the actor.** 6 
Amongst Rishis , gods, great Asuras , persons fully conver- 
sant with the three Vedas, and ascetics in the forest, who is 
there whom calamities do not approach ? Those, however, 
that are conversant with the Soul and the not- Soul 
never fear calamities. 14 The person of wisdom, naturally 
standing Immovable like Himavat, never gives way to wrath; 
never suffers himself to be attached to the objects of the 
senses ; never languishes in sorrow or rejoices in happiness. 
When overwhelmed with even great afflictions, such a person 
never gives way to grief. 16 That person is a very superior 
one whom even great success cannot gladden and even dire 
calamities connot stupify, and who bears pleasure and pain, 
and that which is between them both, with an unmoved 
heart. 15 Into whatever condition a person may fall, he should 
summon cheerfulness without yielding to sorrow. Indeed, even 


* The sense is this : a wise man never regards himself as the actor ; 
and lienee never feels sorrow. Whatever sorrow overtakes him he 
views unmoved and takes it as the result of what had been ordained. 
Not so the foolish man. He deems himself to he the actor and looks 
upon sorrow as the result of his own acts. Hence, he cannot view it 
unmoved. Borrow, therefore, lies in one’s regarding oneself as the 
actor; the true view being that one instead of being an actor is only 

an instrument in the hands of the grat Ordain er.— T, 
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to be stupified, and who is contented under both happiness 
and sorrow, is regarded as the foremost of his species. — ’ 


Section CCXXVII 


“Yudhishthira said, — ‘What, indeed, is good for a man 
that is sunk in dire distress, when loss of friends or loss of 
kingdom, 0 monarch, has occurred ?* In this world, 0 bull 
of Bharata’s race, thou art the foremost of our instructors ! 
I ask thee this. It behoove th thee to tell me what I ask !’ 2 

“Bhishma said, — ‘For one that has been divested of sons 
and wives and pleasures of every kind and wealth, and that 
has been plunged into dire distress, fortitude is of the 
highest good, 0 king 1 The body is never emaciated of one 
that is always possessed of fortitude. 3 Grief lessness bears 
happiness within it, and also health that is a superior pos- 
session. In consequence again of this health of body, one 
may again acquire prosperity. 4 That wise man, 0 sire, who 
adheres to a course of righteous conduct (while afflicted by 
distress) succeeds in acquiring prosperity, patience, and 
perseverance in the accomplishment of all his objects. 6 In 
this connection is once more cited the old narrative of the 
discourse between Yali and Yasava, 0 Yudhishthira !* After 
the battle between the gods and the Asuras, in which a 
large number of Daityas and Bdnavas fell, had come to 
an end, Vali became king. He was deceived by Yishnu 
who once more established his sway over all the worlds. 
He of a hundred sacrifices was once more invested with the 
sovereignty of the deities. 7 After the rule of the deities 
had thus been re-established, and the four orders of men had 
been re-established in the practice of their respective courses 
of duty, the three worlds once more swelled with prosperity, 
and the Seif-born became glad of heart. 8 At that time, 
accompanied by the Rudras, the Yasus, the Adityas, the 
A$wins, the celestial Rishis, the Oandharvas, the 8iddhas, 
and other superior orders of beings, the puissant 1 ’ Oak ra, 
seated in splendour on his four-tusked prince of elephants, 
called Airavata, made a progress through all the worlds. 1 ! 
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One day, while thus engaged, the wielder of the thunder- 
bolt beheld Virochana’s son Yali within a certain mountain 
cave on the sea-shore. Seeing the prince of Danavas, he 
approached him. 11 Beholding the chief of the deities, viz., 
Indra, thus seated on the back of Airavata and surrounded 
by the several orders of the celestials, the prince of the 
Daityas showed no signs of sorrow or agitation. 12 Indra 
also, seeing Yali staying unmoved and fearless, addressed 
him from the back of his foremost of elephants, saying, 12 — 

How is it, 0 Daitya, that thou art so unmoved ? Is it due 
-to thy heroism or to thy having waited with reverence upon 
aged persons? Is it due to thy mind having been cleansed 
by penances ? To whatever cause it may be due, this frame 
-of mind is certainly very difficult of attainment. 11 Hurled 
from a position that was certainly the highest, thou art now 
•divested of all thy possessions and thou hast been brought 
under the sway of thy foes ! 0 son of Yirochana, what is 

that by having recourse to which thou dost not grieve al- 
though the occasion is for grief ? 16 Formerly, when thou wert 
invested with the sovereignty of thy own order, unrivalled 
pleasures were thine. How, however, thou art divested of 
thy wealth and jewels and sovereignty. Tell us why thou 
art so unmoved. 10 Thou wert before this a god, seated on 
the throne of thy sir® and grandsires. Beholding thyself 
stript today by thy foes, why dost thou not grieve ? 1? Thou 
art bound in Yar una’s noose and hast been struck with my 
thunderbolt. Thy wives have been taken away and thy 
wealth also. Tell us why thou dost not indulge in grief ! 1S 
Divested of prosperity and fallen away from affluence, thou 
indulgest not in grief! This, indeed, is something that is 
■very remarkable ! Who else, O Yali, than one like thee, could 
venture to bear the burthen of existence after being shorn of 
the sovereignty |jjy&£j;hree worlds ? 10 — Hearing without any 
pain these and other cutting speeches that Indra addressed 
to him, asserting the while his own superiority over him, Yali 
the son of Virochana fearlessly answered his interrogator, ! 
saying the following words, 30 

Vati said,* When calamities have oppressed me, 0 1 
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Oakra, what dost thou gain by such brag now ? Today I 
behold thee, 0 Purandara, stand before me with the thunder- 
bolt upraised in thy hand I 21 Formerly, however, thou 
couldst not bear thyself so. Now thou hast by some means 
gained that power. Indeed, who else than thou could utter 
such cruel speeches? 22 That person who, though able to 
punish, shows compassion towards a heroic foe vanquish- 
ed and brought under his sway, is truly a very superior 
individual. 98 When two persons fight, victory in the battle 
is certainly dubious. One of the two certainly becomes vic- 
torious, and the other becomes vanquished. 24 0 chief of the 
deities, let not thy disposition be such I Do not imagine 
that thou hast become the sovereign of all creatures after 
having conquered all with thy might and prowess ! 25 That 
we have become so is not, 0 Oakra, the result of any act 
of ours.* That thou hast become so, 0 wielder of the thun- 
derbolt, is not the result of any act of thine ! 2G What I 
am now thou wilt be in the future. Do not disregard me, 
thinking that thou hast done an exceedingly difficult feat. 2T 
A person obtains happiness and misery one after another 
in course of Time. Thou hast, 0 Oakra, obtained the 
sovereignty of the universe in course of Time but not in 


leads me on in his course. That same Ti 
onward. It is for this that I am not wi 
and thou also art not what we are !* as D 
to parents, reverential worship of deit 
any good quality, —none of these can b 
any one. 30 Neither knowledge, nor pens 
friends, nor kinsmen,- can rescue one i 
Time/" 1 Men are incapable of averting, 
means, an impending calamity. InteJli 
go for nothing in such cases. 32 There is 
that are afflicted by Time’s course. T 


1 116 WG hereiBth ® P«»oun of dignity, applying to the speaker 
0bIj an<i noti ^ ^oth the speaker and the listener*— I* 
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If the ostensible doer of an act is the real actor thereof, 
that doer then would not himself be the work of some one 
else, {viz., the Supreme Being). Hence, because the osten- 
sible doer is himself the product of another, that another is 
the Supreme Being above whom there is nothing higher. 
Aided by Time I had vanquished thee. Aided by Time thou 
hast vanquished me. It is Time that is the mover of all 
beings that move. It is Time that destroys all beings. 

O Indra, in consequence of thy intelligence .being of the 
vulgar species thou seest not that destruction awaits all 
things ! Some, indeed, regard thee highly as one that has 
acquired by his own acts the sovereignty of the universe.* 0 
For all that, how can one like us that know the course of 
the world, indulge in grief in consequence of having been 
afflicted by Time, or suffer our understanding to be stupified, 
or yield to the influence of error ? 3T Shall my understanding 
or that of one like me, even when we are overwhelmed by 
Time, coming in contact with a calamity, suffer itself to be 
destroyed like a wrecked vessel at sea ?* 3S Myself, thyself, 
and all those who will in future become tbe chiefs of the 
deities, shall have, Q Cakra, to go the way along which 
hundreds of Indras have gone before thee I s8 When thy hour 
matures itself, Time will surely destroy thee like me,— thee 
that art now so invincible and that now blazest with un- 
rivalled splendour ! 40 In Time’s course many thousands of 
Indras and of deities have been, , swept off yuga after yuga. 
Time, indeed, is irresistible ! u Having attained to thy pre- 
sent position, thou regardest thyself very highly, even as the 
Creator of all beings, the divine and eternal Brahman ! 1S 
This position of thine had been attained by many before thee. 
"With none did it prove stable or unending. In consequence, 
however, of a foolish understanding, thou alone regardest it 
to be immutable and eternal. 43 Thou trustest in that which 
is not deserving of trust. Thou deemest that to be eternal 
which is not eternal. 0 chief of the deities, one that is 
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overwhelmed and stupified by Time really regards oneself 
after this manner. 41 Led by folly thou regardest thy present 
regal prosperity to be thine. Know, however, that it is 
never stable in respect of either thee or me or others. 46 It 
had oelonged to innumerable persons before thee. Passing 
'jt over them it has now become thine. It will stay with thee, 
0 Vasava, for sometime and then prove its instability. Like 
a cow abandoning one drinking ditch for another, it will 
surely desert thee for somebody else. 40 So many sovereigns 
have gone before thee that I venture not to make an enu- 
meration. In the future also, 0 Purandara, innumerable 
sovereigns will rise after thee. 47 I do not behold those 
rulers now that had formerly enjoyed this Earth with her 
trees and plants and gems and living creatures and waters 
and mines. 48 Prithu, Aila, Maya, Bhima, Karaka, Camvara, 
A^wagriva, Puloman, Swarbhanu, whose standard was of 
$ immeasurable height, Prahrada, Namuchi, Daksha, Vippra- 
chitti, Virochana, Hrinisheva, Suhotra, Bhurihan, Pushavat, 
Vrisha, 48 - 50 Satyepsu, Rishava, Yahu, Kapil 89 wa, Virupaka, 
Yana, Kartto^wara, Yahni, Yi9wadangshtra, Nairiti, 61 San- 
koeha, Yaritaksha, Yaraha, A9wa, Ruchiprabha, Yigwajit, 
Pratirupa, Yrishanda, Vishkara, Madhu, 62 Hiranyaka^pu, the 
Danava Kaitabha, and many others that were Daiteyas and 
Danavas and Rakshasas, 53 these and many more unnamed, 
belonging to remote and remoter ages, great Daityas and 
foremost of Danavas, whose names we have heard/' 4 — indeed, 
y . many foremost of Daityas of former times, — have gone away, 
l leaving the Earth. All of them were afflicted by Time. Time 

| proved stronger than all of them. 65 All of them had wor- 

; shipped the Creator in hundreds of sacrifices. Thou art not 

the one person that hast done so. All of them were devoted 
; to righteousness and all of them always performed great 

sacrifices. 50 All of them were capable of sojourning throiigh 
; the skies, and all were heroes that never showed their backs 

s in battle. All of them had very strong frames and all had 

I arms that resembled heavy bludgeons. 67 All of them were 

• masters of hundreds of illusions, and all could 

B form they wished, We haye never heard 


assume any 
that having 



MAKABHAEATA. 


[Mokshadharm^ 


engaged in battle any of them had ever sustained a defeat/' 8 
All were firm observers of the vow of truth, and all of them 
sported as they wished. Devoted to the Vedas and Vedic- 
rites, all of them were possessors of great learning. 69 Pos- 
sessed of great might, all of them had acquired the highest 
prosperity and affluence. But none of those high-souled 
sovereigns had the least tincture of pride in consequence of 
sovereignty. 00 All of them were liberal, giving unto each 
what each deserved. All of them behaved properly and duly 
towards all creatures. 61 All of them were the offspring of 
Daksha’s daughters. Endued with great strength, all were 
lords of the creation. Scorching all things with their energy, 
all of them blazed with splendour. Yet all of them were 
swept off by Time. 62 As regards thee, 0 Cakra, it is evi- 
dent that when thou shalt have, after enjoying the Earth,, 
to leave her, thou wilt not be able to control thy grief ! 63 
Cast off this desire that thou cherishest for objects of 
affection and enjoyment. Cast off this pride that is born of 
prosperity. If thou actest in this manner, thou wilt then 
be able to bear the grief that attends the loss of severeign- 
y. 6 * When the hour of sorrow comes, do not yield to sorrow.- 
Similarly, when the hour of joy comes, do not rejoice. Dis- 
regarding both the past and the future, live contentedly 
with the present. 66 When Time that never sleeps came 
upon me that had always been heedful of my duties, turn 
thy heart to the ways of peace, 0 Xndra, for that same Time 
will very soon come over thee l 65 Thou piercest me with 
thy words, and thou seemest to be bent upon inspiring dread 
in me. Indeed, finding me collected, thou regarded thy 
own self very highly. 67 Time had first assailed me. It Is; 
even now behind thee. I was at first vanquished by Time. 
It was for that reason that thou didst afterwards succeed in 
vanquishing me for which thou roarest in pride thus! 68 
Formerly, when I happened to become angry, what person 
was there on Earth that could stand before me in. battle ? 
Tim3, however, is stronger. He has overwhelmed me. It is 
for this reason, 0 Vasava, that thou art able to stand before 
me ! Those thousand (celestial years), that are the measure 
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of thy sway, will surely come to an end. 89 Thou shalt then 
fall and thy limbs will become as miserable as mine now 
even though I am possessed of mighty energy. I have 
fallen away from the high place that is occupied by the 
sovereign of the three worlds. Thou art now the actual 
Indra in heaven.' 0 In this delightful world of living beings, 
thou art now, in consequence of Time’s course, an object of 
universal adoration. Canst thou say what is that by having 
done which thou hast become Indra today and what also is 
that by having done which we have fallen off from the posi- 
tion we had ? n Time is the one creator and destroyer. 
Nothing else is cause (in the universe for the production of 
any effect). Decline, fall, sovereignty, happiness, misery, 
birth, and death, 72 — a learned person by encountering any 
of these neither rejoices nor indulges in sorvnw TK™ 


O shameless one, that it is Time that has made thee what 
thou art ? Thou didst thyself witness what my prowess 
was in those days !'* The energy and might I used to dis- 
play in all my battles, furnish sufficient evidence. The 
Idityas, the Rudras, the Saddhyas, the Vasus, 75 and the 
Maruts, 0 lord of Cachi, were all vanquished by me. 
Thou knowest it well thyself, O Cakra, that in the great 
encounter between the gods and the Asurasp the assembled 
deities were quickly routed by me by the fury of my attack. 
Mountains with their forests and the denizens that lived in' 
those forests, were repeatedly hurled by us. 77 Many were 
the mountain summits with craggy edges that I broke on 
thy head.. What, however, can I do now ? Time is incapa- 
ble of being resisted. 78 If it were not so, do not think that I 

would not have ventured to kill thee with that thunderbolt 

of thine with even a blow of my fist. The present, however, 
is not the hour with me for the display of prowess. The 
hour that has come is such that I should adopt tranquillity 
now and tolerate everything. It is for this reason, 0 Oakra, 
that I put up with all this insolence of thine. Know, how- 
ever, that I am less able to bear insolence than even thou. 78 
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Thou braggest before one who, upon his time having been 
matured, is surrounded on all sides by Time's conflagra- 
tion and bound strongly in Time's cords. 80 Yonder stands 
that dark individual who is incapable of being resisted by 
the world. Of fierce form, he stands there, having bound 
me like an inferior animal bound with cords. 81 Gain and 
loss, happiness and misery, lust and wrath, birth and 
death, captivity and release, — these all one encounters in 
Time's course. 82 I am not the actor. Thou art not the 
actor. He is the actor who, indeed, is omnipotent. That 
Time ripens me (for throwing me down) like a fruit that has 
appeared on a tree. 83 There are certain acts by doing which 
one person obtains happiness in Time's course. By doing 
those very acts another obtains misery in the course of Time. 84 
Versed as I am with the virtues of Time, it behooves me 
not to indulge in grief when it is Time that has assailed 
me. It is for this reason, 0 Cakra, that I do not grieve. 
Grief cannot do us any good. The grief of one that indulges 
in grief never dispels one's calamity. On the other hand, 
grief destroys one's power. It is for this that I do not 
indulge in grief l— 

‘‘Thus addressed by the chief of the Daityas, he of a 
hundred sacrifices, viz., the puissant and thousand-eyed 
chastiser of Paka, restrained his wrath and said these 
words 7 

“‘Cakra said, — Beholding this upraised arm of mine, 
equipt with the thunderbolt, and those nooses of Varuna, 
who is there whose understanding would not be agitated, 
including the very Destroyer himself that compasses the 
death of all beings ? 88 Thy understanding, however, so firm 
and so endued with visions of the truth, hath not been 
agitated l 0 thou of invincible prowess, verily, thou art 
unmoved today in consequence of thy fortitude l 89 Beholding 
all things in this universe to be fleeting, who is there in it, 
endued with body, that would venture to repose confidence on 
either his body or all the objects of his desire ? 90 Like thy- 
self I also know that this universe is not eternal, and that 
* it has been thrown into Time’s conflagration that is dreadful 
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though hidden from the veiw, that Is continuously burning, 
and that Is truly endless. 91 Every one is assailed here by 
Time. Nothing juriong beings that are subtile or gross 
enjoys an immunity from Time’s sway. All things are being 
cooked in Time’s can ldren. 98 Time has no master. Time is 
ever heedful. Time is always cooking all things within 
itself. No one who has rfhce entered the domain of Time 
which is ceaselessly going on, can escape therefrom. 98 All 
embodied beings may be heedless of Time, but Time is heed- 
ful and is broad awake behind them. No one has ever 
been seen to have driven off Time from him, 94 Ancient and 
eternal, and the embodiment of justice, Time is uniform in 
respect of all living creatures. Time cannot be avoided, 
and there is no retrogression in its course. 95 Like a usurer 
adding up his interest, Time adds up its subtile portions 
represented by holds , and lavas , and kmhihas, and kshanas , 
and months, and days and nights. 96 Like the current of a 
river washing away a tree whose roots are reached by it, 
Time, getting at him who says, — This I loill do today but this 
other act I will do tomorrow — sweeps him away. 97 Time sweeps 
away one and men exclaim — I saw him a little while before ! 
How has he died — Wealth, comforts, rank, prosperity, all 
fall a prey to Time. Approaching every living creature, 
Time snatches away his life. All things that proudly raise 
their heads high are destined to fall down. 19 That which is 
existent is only another form of the non-existent. Every 
thing is transitory and unstable. Such a conviction Is, 
however, difficult to come at. l, ° Thy understanding, so firm 
and endued with true vision, is unmoved. Thou dost not, 
even mentally, realise what thou wert sometime before 1* 01 
Time that is strong, assailing the universe, cooks it within 
itself and sweeps away everything without consideration of 
seniority of years or the reverse. For all that, one that is 
being dragged by Time is unconscious of the noose thrown 
round one’s neck.’ 02 People, attached to jealousy and vanity 
and cupidity, to lust, wrath, and fear, to desire, heedless- 
ness, and pride, suffer themselves to be stupified, 103 Thou 
however, art acquainted with the truth of existent Tl-mw 
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art possessed of learning and endued with wisdom and pen- 
ance. Thou beholdest Time as clearly as if it were an 
emblic myrobalan on the palm of thy hand I 10 * 0 son of 

Virochana, fully conversant art thou with the topic of Time’s 
conduct ! Thou art well versed in all branches of know- 
ledge, Thou art of cleansed Soul and a thorough master o£ 
thy passions. Thou art, for this, an object of affection with 
all persons endued with wisdom. 106 Thou hast, with thy 
understanding, fully comprehended the whole universe. 
Though thou hast enjoyed every kind of happiness, thou 
wert never attached to anything, and hence thou hast not 
been stained by anything/ 06 The qualities of Passion and 
Darkness do not soil thee for thou hast conquered thy senses. 
Thou waitest only upon thy Soul which is divested of both 
joy and sorrow. 107 The friend of all creatures, without ani- 
mosity, with thy heart set upon tranquillity, beholding thee 
thus, my heart is inclined to compassion towards thee. 103 
I do not desire to afflict an enlightened person like thee by 
keeping him in an enchained condition. Abstention from 
injury is the highest religion, I feel compassion towards 
thee. 109 These nooses of Varuna, with which thou hast been 
bound, will loosen in Time’s course in consequence of the 
misconduct of men. Blessed be thou, 0 great Asura / uo 
When the daughter-in-law will set the aged mother-in-law 
to work, when the son, through delusion, will command 
the sire to work for him, 111 when Oudras will have their 
feet washed by Brahman as and have sexual congress fear- 
lessly with women of regenerate families, 112 when men will 
discharge the vital seed into forbidden wombs, when the 
refuse of houses will begin to be carried upon plates and 
vessels made of white brass, and when sacrificial offerings 
intended for the deities will begin to be borne upon for- 
bidden vessels , 115 when all the four orders will transgress 
all restraints, then these bonds of thine will begin, one by 
one, to loosen ! IU Prom us thou hast no fear. Wait quie%. 
Be happy. Be divested of all sorrow. Let thy heart be 
cb^rfcil. Let no illness be thine ! u * — Having said these 
words unto him, the divine Indra, having the prince of 
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elephants for his vehicle, left that spot. Having vanquished 
all the Aswras, the chief of the deities rejoiced in gladness 
and became the one sole lord of all the worlds . 110 The great 
liishis hymned the praises of that lord of all mobile and 
immobile creatures. The deity of fire once more began to 
bear the libations of clarified butter that were poured (by 
all) into his visible form, and the great god took charge of 
the nectar that was committed to his care . 117 His praises 
hymned by the foremost of Brahmanas engaged in sacrifices, 
the lord Indra, blazing with splendour, his wrath pacified, 
and his heart tranquillised, became gladdened, and returning 
to his own abode in heaven, began to pass his days in great 
happiness,*! ” us 


“Yudhishthira said,— Tell me, O grandsire, the indica- 
tions of future greatness and future fall in respect of a 
person f 1 

“Bhishma said,— ‘The mind itself, blessed be thou, indi- 
cates the premonitory symptoms of one’s future prosperity 
and future fall . 2 In this connection is cited the old story of 
the discourse between Cree and Cakra. Listen to it, O Yu- 
dhishthira P The great ascetic Narada. of An frvcrxT wKnoa 
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eyed Indra also, the wielder of the thunder-bolt, and the 
slayer of Camvara and Paha, came to the very shore where 
Narada was. 7 The Rishi and the deity, both of souls under 
perfect command, finished their ablutions, and having com- 
pleted their silent recitations, sat together. 8 They employed 
the hour in reciting and listening to the excellent narratives 
told by the great celestial Rishis descriptive of many good 
and high deeds. Indeed, with concentrated attention the two 
were engaged in such pleasant discourse on ancient history.* 9 
While sitting there they beheld the rising Sun casting his 
thousand rays right before him. Seeing the full orb, both 
of them stood up and hymned his praises. 10 Just at that 
time they beheld in the sky, in a direction opposite to that of 
the rising star of day, some luminous object, resplendent as 
blazing fire and that seemed to be a second star of day. And 
they saw, 0 Bharata, that that luminous object was gradu- 
ally approaching towards them both. 11 Biding upon Vishnu’s 
vehicle adorned with Gadura and Surya himself, that object 
blazed forth with unrivalled splendour, and seemed to illumine 
the three worlds. 13 The object they saw was none other 
than Crce herself, attended by many Apsaras endued with 
splendid beauty. Indeed, she looked like a large solar disc 
herself, possessed of effulgence resembling that of fire. IS 
Adorned with ornaments that looked like veritable stars, 
she wore a wreath that resembled a garland of pearls. Indra 
saw that goddess called Padma having her habitation in the 
midst of lotuses. 4 Descending from her foremost of cars, 
that unrivalled lady began to approach towards the lord cf 
the three worlds and the calestial Rishi Narada. 15 Followed 


the region of the Pole-star that is intended. Dhruva is a name of 
Brahman the Creator. It may mean, therefore, the river as it issues 
out of Brahman’s UTca or region.. The Pauranic myth is that issuing 
from the foot of Vishnu the stream enters the Kamandalu of Brahman 
and thence to the Barth.— T. 

• * The reader of Lord Lytton’s works may, in this connection, he 
^jJtaaMed of the discourse between Mejnour and the neophyte intro- 
him by Zanoni, in course of their evening rambles over the 
,.**^$* pi Appeniu*e,^l\ . . . . . ■ 
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odKrd, saict, — u tnou ot sweet smiles, who, indeed, art 
thou and for what business hast thou come here? 0 thou of 
fair brows, whence dost thou come and whither wilt thou 
proceed, 0 auspicious lady ? — 18 

“ £ Oree said, — In the three worlds full of the seeds of 
auspiciousness, all creatures, mobile and immobile, strive 
with their whole hearts to win an association with me. 19 
X am that Padma, that Cree decked with lotuses, who sprung 
from the lotus that blooms at the touch of the rays of Surya, 
for the prosperity of all creatures. 20 X am called Lakshmi, 
Bhuti, and Cree, 0 slayer of Vala ! I am Faith, I am In- 
telligence, I am Affluence, I am Victory, and I am Immuta- 
bility k l I am Patience, I am Success, and I am Prosperity. 

I am Swaha, I am S wad ha, I am Reverence, and I an Fate, 
and I am Memory. 22 I dwell at the van and on the stand- 
ards of victorious and virtuous sovereigns, as also in their 
homes and cities and dominions. 23 I always reside, O slayer 
of Vala, with those foremost of men, viz,, heroes panting 
after victory and unretreating from battle. 24 I also reside for 
ever with persons that are firmly attached to virtue, that are 
endued with great intelligence, that are devoted to Brahma , 
that are truthful in speech, that are possessed of humilitjr, 
and that are liberal. 55 Formerlv I dwelt with th* 
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walking* along the path which leads to heaven ." 8 I always 
reside with those that are distinguished for liberality, for 
study of the scriptures, for sacrifices, for other scriptural 
rites, and for worship of jt^itr is, deities, preceptors, seniors, and 
guests . 29 Formerly the Danavas used to keep their abodes 
clean, to keep their women under control, to pour libations 
on the sacrificial fire, to wait dutifully on their preceptors, to 
restrain their passions, to be obedient to the Brahman as, and 
to be truthful in speech . 30 They were full of faith; they 
kept their wrath under control ; they practised the virtue of 
charity ; they never envied others ; they used to maintain 
their friends and advisers, and their spouses ; they were never 
jealous . 31 Formerly they never assailed one another, filled 
with wrath. They were all contented and never felt pain 
at the sight of other people’s affluence and prosperity . 33 They 
were all charitable and economical ; of repectable conduct, 
and endued with compassion. They were exccessively inclined 
oTftnfi. wwseased of simolicitv of conduct, steadfast in 
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the sick, and women, and enjoyed all their possessions by 
•sharing these with them. 50 They always used to assure and 
comfort the agitated, the cheerless, the anxious, the terrified, 
the diseased, the weak and emaciated, the robbed, and the 
afflicted. 40 They followed the dictates of virtue and never 
injured one another. They were ready and well-disposed for 
action of every kind (that deserved to be accomplished). 
They used to serve and wait with reverence upon seniors 
and aged individuals. 41 They duly worshipped Pitris, deities, 
and guests, and ate every day what was left after gratifying 
these. They were firmly devoted to truth and penances. 42 
None amongst them ate singly any food that was good, and 
none had congress with other people’s wives. As regards 
compassion, they behaved towards all creatures as towards 
their own selves. 43 They never allowed the emission of the 
vital seed into empty space, into inferior animals, into for- 
bidden wombs, or on sacred days. 44 They were always dis- 
tinguished for gifts, for cleverness, for simplicity, for hope- 
ful exertion, for humility, for friendliness, for forgiveness. 45 
And, 0 puissant one, truth, charity, penance, purity, com- 
passion, soft speeches, and absence of animosity towards 
friends,— all these were always in them. 40 Slumber, procras- 
tination, fretfulness, envy, and want of foresight, discontent, 
melancholy, cupidity, never assailed them. 47 In consequence 
of the Danavas having been distingushed for these good 
qualities, I dwelt with them from the beginning of the crea- 
tion for many yugas together. 48 Times were altered, and that 
alteration brought about an alteration in the character of 
the Danavas. I saw that virtue and morality deserted them 
and that they began to own the sway of lust and wrath. 49 
Persons, though themselves inferior in attainments, began 
to cherish animosities towards seniors in age possessed of 
•superior qualifications, and while the latter, possessed of 
virtue and merit, used to speak upon proper topics in the 
midst of assemblies, the former began to ridicule or laugh at 
them. 50 When reverend seniors in age came, the younger 
individuals, seated at their ease, refused to adore the former 
by, rising up and saluting them with respect. 51 In the pre- 
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sence of sires, sons began to exercise power (in matters' that 
concerned sires alone). They that were not in receipt of 
wages accepted service and shamelessly proclaimed the fact. 6- 
Those amongst them that succeeded in amassing great wealth 
by doing unrighteous and censurable deeds came to be held 
in esteem ;* 68 During the night they began to indulge in 
loud screams and shrieks. Their hoiuco fires ceased to send 
bright and upward flames. Sons began to lord it over sires, 
and wives dominated over husbands . 64 Mothers, fathers, aged 
seniors, preceptors, guests, and guides ceased to command 
respect for their superior status. People ceased to bring up 
with affection their own offspring but began to desert them . 65 
Without giving away the defined portion in alms and reserv- 
ing the fixed portion for offering it unto the gods, every one 
ate what he had. Indeed, without offering their goods to 
the deities in sacrifices and without sharing them with the 
Pitris , the gods, guests, and reverend seniors, they apropriat- 
ed them to their own use shamelessly . 60 Their cooks no 
^longer professed any consideration for purity of mind, deed, 
and word. They ate what had been left uncoveted , 57 Their 
corn lay scattered in yards, exposed to devastation by crows 
and rats. Their milk remained exposed, and they began to 
touch clarified butter with hands unwashed after eating.f 53 
Their spades, domestic knives, baskets, and dishes and cups 
of white brass, and other utensils began to lie scattered 
in their houses . 50 Their housewifes abstained from looking 
after these. They no longer attended to the repairs of 
their houses and walls. Tethering their animals they abs- 
tained from giving them food and drink.ij : 00 Disregard- 


* IL B* Singha wrongly translates this verse.— T. 
t It is difficult to give to non-Hindoo peoples the idea of what is 
nchcchUhkt* The hand becomes ueheckuhta when set to food that is 
being eaten. Without washing that hand with pure water, it is never 
used by a Hindoo for doing any work. The food that remains in a 
dish after some portion of it has been eaten is uehcchishta. The idea 
\ ) df- peculiar to Hindooism and is not to be seen among other races or 
■'j l peoples in the world.— T. 

5 Tapdta is pasture grass.— T r 
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mg children that only looked on,' and without having fed 
their dependants, the Dtnavas ate what they had. 61 They 
began to prepare pityasa- and kricara and dishes of meat and 
cakes and cashkuli (not for gods and guests) but for their 
own selves, and commenced to eat the flesh of animals not 
killed in sacrifices.*® 3 They used to sleep even after sun 
had risen. They made night of their morns. Day and night, 
disputes and quarrels waxed in every house of theirs, 63 
They that were not respectable amongst them no longer 
showed any respect for those that deserved respect while the 
latter were seated in any place. Fallen off from their de- 
fined duties, they ceased to reverence those that had betaken 
themselves to the woods for leading a life of peace and divine 
contemplation. Intermixture of castes freely commenced 
among them. They ceased to attend to purity of person or 
mind. 61 Brahman as learned in the Vedas ceased to command 
respect among them. Those again that' were ignorant of the 
Ricks were not condemned or punished. Both were treated 
on a footing of equality, — those, that is, that deserved respect 
and those that deserved no respect, 65 Their servant girls be- 
came wicked in behaviour, and began to wear necklaces of 
gold and other ornaments and fine robes, and used to remain 
in their houses or go away before their very eyes. 66 They 
began to derive great pleasure from sports and diver 
which their women were dressed 
women. 67 Those amongst their 
had made gifts of wealth unto deserv 
dants of the donors, even wb 
began to resume, 
culfcies 
friend 
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as men and their men as 
ancestors that were affluent 
ing persons. The descen- 
■en in prosperous conditions, 
fnr their unbelief/ those gifts, 68 When difii- 
thraatened the accomplishment of any purpose and 
sougat the counsel of friend, that purpose was frustrat- 
;r even if he had any interest of the slightest 
ve by frustrating it. 69 Amongst even their 
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Intel*# upon taking the wealth of others. The Cudras amongst . 
them have taken to the practice of penances .' 0 Some 
amongst them have begun to study, without making any 
rales for regulating their hours and food. Others have be- 
gun to study, making rules that are useless. Disciples have 
abstained from rendering obedience and service to preceptors. 
Preceptors again have come to treat disciples as friendly com- 
panions . 71 Fathers and mothers are worn out with work, and 
have abstained from indulging in festivities. Parents in old 
age, divested of power over sons, have been forced to beg their 
food of the latter . 72 Amongst them, even persons of wisdom, 
conversant with the Yedas, and resembling the ocean itself 
in gravity of deportment, have begun to betake themselves 
to agriculture and such other pursuits. Persons who are 
illiterate and ignorant have begun to be fed at graddhas . 7: * . 
Every morning, disciples, instead of approaching preceptors 
for making dutiful enquiries, for ascertaining what acts await- 
ed accomplishment, and for seeking commissions which they 
are to discharge, are themselves waited upon by preceptors 
■who discharge those functions . 71 Daughters-in-law, in the pre- 
sence of their husbands’ mothers and fathers, rebuke and 
chastise servants and maids, and summoning their husbands 
lecture and rebuke them / 5 Sires, with great care, seek to 
keep sons in good humour, or, dividing through fear their 
wealth among children, live in woe and affliction.f 76 Even 
persons enjoying the friendship of the victims, beholding the 
latter deprived of wealth in conflagrations or by robbers or 
by the king, have begun to indulge in laughter from feelings 
of mockery . 77 They have become ungrateful and unbelieving 
and sinful and addicted to adulterous congress with even 
the spouses of their preceptors. They have betaken them- 
selves to eating forbidden food. They have transgressed all 
bounds and restraints. They have become divested of that 


* USTo merit attaches to the act of feeding an illiterate person. — T. 
f The correct reading is Tyabhajat. The Bengal reading vyabhayat 
would imply a tautology, for the second line would then give the same 
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splendour -which had distinguished them before. 78 In con- 
sequence of these and other indications of wicked conduct and 
the reversal of their former nature, I shall not, 0 chief of 
the gods, dwell among them any longer. 73 I have, therefore, 
come to thee of my own accord. Receive me with respect, 
O' lord of Oachi 1 Honored by thee, 0 chief of the celestials, 
I shall receive honor from all other deities. 50 There where I 
reside, the seven other goddesses with Jaya for their eighth, 
who love me, who are inseparably associated with me, and 
who depend upon me, desire to live. sl They are Hope, Faith, 
Intelligence, Contentment, Victory, Advancement, and For- 
giveness, She who forms the eighth, viz., Jaya, occupies the 
foremost place amongst them, 0 chastiser of PakaJ 2 All of 
them and myself, having deserted the Asuras , have come to 
thy domains. We shall henceforth reside among the deities 
who are devoted to righteousness and faith. — 83 

“ "After the goddess had said so, the celestial Mshi 3Nfa- 
rada, and Vasava the slayer of Vritra, for gladdening her, 
offered her a joyful welcome. 84 The god of wind,— that 
friend of Agm, — then began to blow gently through heaven,, 
bearing delicious odors, refreshing all creatures with whom he 
came into contact, and contributing to the felicity of every 
one of the senses. 85 ’ All the deities, (hearing the news) assem- 
bled together in a pure and desirable spot and waited there 
in expectation of beholding Maghavat seated with Lakshmi 
beside him.™ Then the thousand-eyed chief of the gods, 
accompanied by Cree and his friend the* great Jiishi, and 
riding upon a splendid car drawn by green horses, came into- 
that assembly of the celestials, receiving honor from all. 87 
Then the great hi ski Narada, whose prowess was known 
to all the celestials, observing a sign that the- wielder of the 
thundeibolt made and which Cree herself approved of, wel- 
comed the advent of the goddess there and proclaimed it as 
exceedingly auspicious. 88 Heaven's firmament became clear 
and bright and began to shower nectar upon the region of 
the self-horn Grandsire, The celestial kettle-drums, "though 
struck by none, began to beat, and all the points of the 
horizon, becoming clear, seemed ablaze with splendour. 89 
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is immutable and which is above primordial nature. 2 In 
this connection is cited the old narrative, 0 Bharata, of the 
discourse between Jaigishavya and Asita.* Once on a time 
Asita- Devala addressed Jaigishavya who was possessed of 
great wisdom and fully acquainted with the truths of duty 
and morality. 4 

“ ‘Devala said, — Thou art not gladened when praised. 
Thou dost not give way to wrath when blamed or censured. 
What, indeed, is thy wisdom? Whence hast thou got it? 
And what, indeed, is the refuge of that wisdom ? — ’ 5 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Thus questioned by Devala, the pure 
Jaigishavya of austere penances, said those words of high 
import, fraught with full faith, and profound sense. 6 

“ ‘Jaigishavya said, — 0 foremost o f Rishis, I shall tell thee 
of that which is the highest end, that which is the supreme 
goal, that which is tranquillity, in the estimation of all 
persons of righteous acts. 7 They, 0 Devala, who behave uni- 
formly towards those that praise them and those that blame 
them, they who conceal their own vows and good acts, 8 
they who never indulge in recriminations, they who never 
say even what is good when it is calculated to injure (instead 
of producing any benefit), they who do not desire to re- 
turn injury for injury received, are said to be men possessed 
of wisdom.* 9 They never grieve for what is yet to come. 
They are concerned with only what is before them and act as 
they should. They never indulge in sorrow for what is past 
or even call it to their minds. 10 Possessed of power and 
regulated minds, they do at their pleasure, according to the 
way in which it should be done, what waits fur them to do in 
respect of all objects, 0 Devala, if solicited regardfully there- 
to.*!* 11 Of mature knowledge, of great wisdom, with wrath 


* The second line of verse 8, and the last clause of the first line of 
verse 9, are wrongly rend ered by both the Yernacular translators* 
K. P. Singha omits certain portions, while the Burdwan translator, 
as usual, writes nonsense. The verb is mknuvanti, meaning ‘conceal,’ 
i. e., Jdo not brag of,’ The verb vadishycmti is to be repeated after 
tyhite hitam, For hitam ahitam tnay be read by way of antithesis* — T. 
t 3L P. Singha mistranslates this verse,-^T^^| 
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under complete control, and with their passions kept under 
sway, they never do an injury to any one in thought, word, 
or deed. 12 Destitute of envy, they never injure others, and 
possessed of self-control, they are never pained at the sight 
of other peoples prosperity. 13 Such men never indulge in 
exaggerated speeches, or set themselves in praising others, or 
in speaking ill of them. They are again never affected by 
praise and blame uttered by others in respect of them. 14 They 
are tranquil in respect of all their desires, and are engaged, 
in the good of all creatures. They never give way to wrath, 
or indulge in transports of joy, or injure any creature. 15 Un- 
tying all the knots of their hearts, they pass on very happily. 
They have no friends nor are they the friends cf others, 16 
They have no foes nor are they the foes of other creatures. 
Indeed, men that can live in this way can pass their days for 
ever in happiness 17 0 best of regenerate ones, they who ac- 
quire a knowledge of the rules of morality and righteousness, 
and who observe those rules in practice, succeed in winning 
joy, while they who fail off from the path of righteousness 
are afflicted by anxieties and sorrow. 13 I have now be- 
taken myself to the path of righteousness. Decried by 
others, why shall I get annoyed with them, or praised by 
others, why shall I be pleased ? 19 Let men obtain whatso- 
ever objects they please from whatsoever pursuits in which 
they engage ! (I am indifferent to acquisitions and losses). 
Praise and blame are unable to contribute to my advance- 
ment or the reverse. 20 He that has understood the truths of 
things becomes gratified with even disregard as if it were 
ambrosia. The man of wisdom is truly annoyed with regard 
as if it were poison. 21 He who is freed from all faults sleeps 
fearlessly both here and hereafter even if insulted by others. 
On the other hand, he who insults him, suffers destruction. 23 
Those men of wisdom who seek to attain to the highest end, 
succeed in obtaining it by observing conduct such as this. 23 
The man who has vanquished all his senses is regarded to 
have performed all the sacrifices. Such a person attains to 
the highest rung, viz., that of Brahma , which is eternal and 
widen transcends the reach of primordial nature. 24 The very 
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gods, the Gandharvas, the Pigdchas, and the Rdlcshdsas, 
cannot reach the rung which is his who has attained to the 
highest end.’ ” 25 


Section CCXXX, 


“Yudhishthira said,— ‘What man is there who is dear to 
all, who gladdens all persons, and who is endued with every 
merit and every accomplishment ?’ 1 

‘•Bhishma said, — ‘In*this connection I shall recite to thee 
the words that Ke$ava, asked by Ugrasena, said unto him 
on a former occasion. 2 

“ ‘Ugrasena said, — All persons seem to be very solicitous 
of speaking of the merits of Narada. I think that celestial 
liishi must really be possessed of every kind of merit. I 
ask thee, tell me this, 0 Kecava ! — 8 

“ ‘Yasudeva said,— 0 chief of the Kukuras, listen to me 
as I mention in brief those good qnlities of Narada with 
which I am acquainted, 0 king ! Narada is as learned in 
the scriptures as he is good and pious in his conduct. 4 And 
yet, on account of his conduct, he never cherishes pride that 
makes one’s blood so hot. It is for this reason that he is 
worshipped everywhere. 5 Discontent, wrath, levity, and fear, 
these do not exist in Narada. He is free from procrastina- 
tion, and possessed of courage. For this he is worshipped 
everywhere. 0 Narada deserves the respectful worship of all. 
He never falls back from his words through dosire or cupidity' 
For this he is worshipped everywhere. 7 He is fully conver- 
sant with the principles that lead to the knowledge of the 
soul, disposed to peace, possessed of great energy, and a 
master of his senses. He is free from guile, and truthful" in 
speech. For this he is worshipped with respect everywhere.* 
He is distinguished by energy, by fame, by intelligence, by 
knowledge, by humility, by birth, by penances, and by years. 
For these he is everywhere worshipped with respect. 9 He 
is of good behaviour. He dresses and houses himself well. 
He eats pure food. He loves all. He is pure in body and 
mind. He is sweet-speeched, He is free from envy and 
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malice. For this he is everywhere worshipped with respect. 10 
He is certainly always employed in doing good to all people. 
No sin dwells in him. He never rejoices at other people’s 
misfortunes. For this he is everywhere worshipped with 
respect. 11 He always seeks to conquer all earthly desires by 
listening to Yedic recitations and attending to the Pur anas . 
He is a great renouncer and he never disregards any one.* 
For this he is everywhere worshipped with respect. 12 He 
casts an equal eye on all ; and, therefore, he has no one 
whom he loves and none whom he hates. He always speaks 
what is agreeable to the hearer. For this he is everywhere 
worshipped with respect. 13 He is possessed of great learning 
in the scriptures. His conversation is varied and delightful. 
His knowledge and wisdom are great. He is free from cupi- 
dity. He is free also from deception. He is large-hearted. 
He has conquered wrath and cupidity. For this he is every- 
where worshipped with respect. 14 He has never quarelled 
with any one for any subject connected with profit or plea- 
sure. All faults have been torn away by him. For this he 
is everywhere worshipped with respect. 16 His devotion (to 
Brahma) is firm. His soul is blameless. He is well versed 
in the gratis. He is free from cruelty. He is beyond the in- 
fluence of delusion or faults. For this he is worshipped 
everywhere with respect. 10 He is unattached to all such 
things as are objects of attachment (for others). For all that 
he seems to be attached to all things.-f* He is never long 
subject to the influence of any doubt. For this he is every- 


* The Bard wan translator misunderstands the word anamjnata. 
K. P- Sing ha skips over it.— -T. 

f The sense is this: though really unattached, he seems to be 
attached. In this there is especial merit. A man doing the duties 
of a householder, without, however, being attached to wife and children 
and possessions, is a very superior person. Such a one has been com- 
pared to a lotus leaf, which, when dipt in water, is never soaked or 
: drenched by it. Some, seeing the difficulty of the combat, fly away. 
In this there is little merit. To face all objects of desire, to enjoy 
them, but all the while to remain so ur attached to them as not to feel 
the slightest pang if dissociated from them, is more meritorious.— T. 
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uesire, u tnou ot .K.uru s race, to 
ie origin and what the end is of all creatures ; 
'ire of their meditation is and what their acts ; 
sions are of time, and what the allotted periods 
respective epochs ! l I desire also to JtnpwJI 



MAHARHARATA* 


[Mohshadharma 


full tiie truth about the genesis and the conduct of the 
world; the arrival of creatures into the world and the 
maimer of their going on. Indeed, whence their creation and 
destruction ? 2 0 best of virtuous persons, if thou art minded 

to favor us, do tell us this about which I ask thee I s Having 
. heard before this the excellent discourse of Bhrlgu unto the 
regenerate sage. Bharadwaja which thou didst recite, my 
understanding, purged of ignorance, 4 has become exeedingly 
attached to yoga , and withdrawn from worldly objects rests 
upon heavenly purity. I ask thee about the subject, there- 
fore, once more. It behooves thee to discourse to me (more 
elaborately) f 5 

1 “Bhishma said, — -‘In this connection I shall recite to thee 
an old narrative of what the divine Vyasa said unto his son 
Ouka when the latter had questioned the former. 6 Having 
studied the illimitable Yedas with all their branches and the 
Upanishads, and desirous of leading a life of Brahmacharyya 
in consequence of his having earned excellence of religious 
merit, 7 Ouka addressed these very questions, about which his 
doubts had not been solved, to his father the island-born, liishi 
who had removed (by study and contemplation) all doubts 
connected with the topic of the true import of duties. 8 

“ *Cuka said, — It behooveth thee to tell me who the Crea- 
tor is of all beings, as fixed by a knowledge of time,' * and what 
, the duties are that should be accomplished by a Brahmana l 9 

“ ‘Bhishma said, — Unto his son who had questioned him, 
the sire, having a knowledge of both the past and the future, 

' conversant with all duties and endued with omniscience, 
thus discoursed on the subject. 10 

“‘Vyasa said, — Only Brahma , which is without begin- 
ning and without end, unborn, blazing with effulgence, above 
decay, immutable, indestructible, inconceivable, and trans- 
it'/ rending knowledge, exists before the, Creation.*}* 11 The 

* “ICalajnfmcna nishthitam” are the words of the original. Yy Asa’s 
a:v; veer i . taken up with assigning limits to the successive periods of 
U,’ Pre&tiou and Non-existence, or the durations of Brahman’s wakeful 
arid sdeepi ru; periods. — T. 

explained by the commentator as srhhteh pr3k>~~ T. 
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Miskis, measuring time, have named particular portions by 
particular names. Five and ten winks of the eye make 
what is called a Kdshthd. Thirty Kdshthas would make what 
is called a Kald. Thirty Raids, with the tenth part of a 
Raid added, make what is known as a Muhurta. Thirty 
Muhnrtas make up one day and night. Thirty days and 
nights are called a month, and twelve months are called a 


year . 12 " 13 Persons conversant with mathematical science say 


the 


that a year is made up of two ay anas (dependent on 
sun’s motion), vis., the northern and the southern . 14 The 
sun makes the day and the night for the world of mam The 
night is for the sleep of all living creatures, and the day 
is for the doing of action . 15 A month of human beings is- 
equal to a day and night of the PUris, That division (as 
regards the Pitris) consists in this : the lighted fortnight 
(of men) is their day which is for the doing of acts; and 
the dark fortnight is their night for sleep . 10 A year (of 
human beings) is equal to a day and night of the gods. The 
division (as regards the gods) consists in this: the half year 
for which the sun travels from the vernal to the autumnal 
equinox is the day of the deities, and the half year for which 
the sun travels from the latter to the former is their night . 17 
Computing by the days and nights of human beings about 
which I have told thee, I shall speak of the day and night 
of Brahman and his years also . 18 I shall, in their order, tell 
thee the number of years, that are (thus) for different pur- 
poses computed differently, in respect of the Krifca, the 
Treta, the Dwapara, and the Kali yugas } 9 Four thousand 
years (of the deities) is the duration of the first or Krita 
age. The morning of that epoch consists of four hundred 
years and its evening is of four hundred years. (The total 
duration, therefore, of the Krita yugti is four thousand and 
eight hundred years of the deities ). 20 As regards the other 
yngas , the duration of each gradually decreases by a quarter 
in respect of both the substantive period with the conjoining 
, portion and the conjoining portion itself. (Thuf -'tKe duration '• 
of the Tret a is three thousand yea is and its morning 
: for three -hdadted. years and ■ its . evening for three •• hundred;; 1 .. 
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The duration of the Dwapara also is two thousand years, 
and its morning extends for two hundred years and its even- 
ing also for two hundred. The duration of the Kali yuga is 
one thousand years, and its morning extends for one hundred 
years and its evening for one hundred).* 21 These periods 
always sustain the never-ending and eternal worlds. They 
who are conversant with Brahma , 0 child, regard this as 
Immutable BvahmaP In the Krita age all the duties exist 
in their entirety, along with Truth. No knowledge or object 
came to men of that age through unrighteous or forbidden 
means.*!* 23 In the other yugas, duty, ordained in the Vedas, 
is seen to gradually decline by a quarter in each. Sinfulness 
grows in consequence of theft, untruth, and deception. 24 In 
the Krita, age, all persons are free from disease and crowned 
with success in respect of all their objects, and all live for 
four hundred years. In the Treta, the period of life decreases 
by a quarter. 25 It has also been heard by us that, in the suc- 
ceeding yagas, the words of the Vedas, the periods of life, 
the blessings (uttered by Brahman as), and the fruits of Vedic 
rites, all decrease gradually. 20 The duties set down for the 
Krita yuga are of one kind. Those for the Treta are other- 
wise. Those for the Dwapara are different. And those for the 
Kali are otherwise. This is in accordance with that decline 
that marks every succeeding yuga V In the Krita, Penance 
occupies the foremost place. In the Treta, Knowledge is 


* The Krita extends in all for 4,800 years. The Treta for 3,000; 
the Dwapara for 2,400 ; and the Ivali for 1,200. These are, however, 
the years of the deities. Verses 15-17 and 20 -21 occur in Manu, 
Chap. I.— T. 

+ This verse occurs in Maim, corresponding with 81 of Chap. L 
The reading, however, in Manu is slightly different, for the last clause 
is Manushymnpamrtate. In rendering verse 23, I take this reading 
and follow Medhatithi’s gloss. If Nilakantha’s gloss and the reading 
in both the Bengal and the Bombay texts be followed, the passage 
would run thus.— “No instruction or precept of that age ran along 
unrighteous ways, since that was the foremost of all ages. 55 Nilakan- 
tha explains parah as sa cha patah, EL. P, Singha skips over the 
difEculty and the Btirdwan translator, as usual, gives an incorrect 
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foremost. In Dwapara, Sacrifice has been said to be the fore- 
most. In the Kali yuga , only Gift is the one thing that has 
been laid down. 2s The learned say that these twelve thousand 
years (of the deities) constitute what is called a yuga, A 
thousand such yugas compose a single day of Brahman .* 29 
The same is the duration of Brahman’s night. With the com- 
mencement of Brahman’s day the universe begins to start 
into life. During the period of universal dissolution the 
Creator sleeps, having recourse to j/o^a-meditation. When 
the period of slumber expires, He awakes . 30 That then 
which is Brahman’s day extends for a thousand such yugas . 
His night also extends for a thousand similar yugas . They 
who know this are said to know the day and the night . 31 
On the expiry of His night, Brahman, waking up, modifies 
the indestructible chit by causing it to be overlaid with 
Avidya. He then causes Consciousness to spring up, whence 
proceeds Mind which is identical with the Manifest.’ ”f ?2 


Section COXXXXI 


<c< Vyasa said , — Brahma is the effulgent seed from which, 
existing as it does by itself, hath sprung the whole universe 
consisting of two kinds of being, viz., the mobile and the 
immobile. t 1 At the dawn of His day, waking up, He creates 


* The total comes up to 12,000 years. These constitute a Devayuga . 
A thousand Devayugas compose a day of Brahman. Terse 28 occurs 
in MaiiUj Chap. I. — T. 

f The reader who has gone through the previous Sections can have 
no difficulty in understanding this. The external world is nothing 
but Mind transformed. Mind, therefore, is spoken of here as Yyah 
tcltmaha or that which is the soul of the vyahta or that is manifest, or 
that which is the vyahta^ or between which and the vyahta there is no 
difference whatever. Some of the Bengal texts do not conclude Sec- 
tion 231 with the 32nd verse but go on and include the whole of the 
232nd Section in it. This, however, is not, to be seen in the Bombay 
texts, as also in some of the texts of Bengal that I have seen.-— T. 

■t ‘Tejomayam' is explained by the Commentator as ‘Tasanamayam’ 
or having the principle of desire or wish within it, otherwise Creation 
could not take place, ‘Tasya’ is used for f yatah,’ — T. 
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with the help of Avidya this universe. At first springs up 
that which Is called Mahat. That Mahat Is speedily trans- 
formed into Mind which is the soul of the Manifest.* ** Ove i> 
whelming the Chit, which is effulgent, with Avidya, Mind 
creates seven great beings.f Urged by the desire of creating, 
Mind, which is far-reaching, which has many courses, and 
which has desire and doubt for its principal indications, begins 
to create diverse kinds of objects by modifications of itself. 
First springs from it Space. Know that its property Is 
Sound. 2 " 4 From Space, by modification, arises the bearer of all 
scents, viz., the pure, and mighty Wind. It Is said to possess 
the attribute of Touch. 6 From Wind also, by modification, 
springs Light endued with effulgence. Displayed In beauty, 
and called also Cukram, it starts into existence thus, possess- 
ing the attribute of Form. 6 From Light, by modification, 
arises Water having Taste for its attribute. From Water 
springs Earth having Scent for its attribute. These are said 
to represent initial creation4 7 These, one after another, 
acquire the attributes of the Immediately preceding ones 
from which they have sprung. Each has not only its own 
special attribute but each succeeding one has the attributes 
of all the preceding ones. (Thus Space has only Sound for 
its attribute. After Space comes Wind, which has, therefore, 
both Sound and Touch for its attributes. From Wind comes 
Light or Fire, which has Sound, Touch, and Form for its 
attributes. From Light Is Water, which has Sound, Touch, 
Form, and Taste for its attributes. From Water Is Earth, 
which has Sound, Touch, Form, Taste, and Scent for its 
attributes). 8 If anybody, perceiving Scent In Water, were 
from ignorance to say that it belongs to Water, he would 
fall into an error, for Scent Is the attribute of Earth though 

* By Mahat is meant Parc or Subtile Intelligence. The Manifest 
starts into existence from Mind or has Mind for its soul. Hence, as 
explained in previous Sections, Mind is called Wyaktfitmakam/ — T. 

t These seven great Beings or entities are Mahat, the same speedily 
transformed into Mind, and the five elemental entities of Space, &e, — T. 

f Verse 4, 5, 0, and 7 occur in Maim, corresponding with the latter’s 
' ; U, and 78 of Chap. L~«T. 
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it may exist in a state of attachment with Water and also 
Wind . 9 These seven kinds of entities, possessing diverse 
kinds of energy, at first existed separately from one another. 
They could not create objects without all of them coming to- 
gether into a state of commingling . 10 All these great entities 
coming together, and commingling with one another, form 
the constituent parts of the body which are called limbs .* 11 
In consequence of the combination of those limbs, the sum 
total, invested with form and having six and ten constituent 
parts, becomes what is called the body. (When the gross 
body is thus formed), the subtile Mahat, with the unexhaust- 
ed residue of acts, then enters that combination called the 
gross body.f 12 Then the original Creator of all beings, 
having by his Maya divided Himself, enters that subtile form 


•* Chit or Jiva is called Purusha or resider in body, because when 
overlaid with Aviclya by the Supreme Soul, it is not possible for 
it to exist in any other way than by being invested with a covering 
or ease made of primordial mat tier determined by the power of acts. 
Here, however, it means limbs or avayavam , — T. 

t What is stated in verses 10, 11, and 12 is this: the seven great 
entities, in their gross form, are unable, if separate, to produce any- 
thing. They, therefore, combine with one another. Thus uniting, 
they first form the c a§rayanam 5 of ‘carira, 5 u e. } the constituent parts 
of the body. They, at this stage, must be known by the name of 
Purusha or amyava> i. c., mere limbs. When these limbs again unite, 
then hnurtimat shodaeatmakam cariram bhavatif i. e. f the full body, 
possessed of form and having the six and ten attributes, comes into 
existence. Then the subtile Mahat and the subtile bhuts, with the 
unexhausted residue of acts, enter it. The plural form ‘mahanti 5 is 
used because, as the Commentator explains, ‘pratipurusham mahatadi- 
nam bhinnatwapratipadanriruham,’ i. e., the same c mahat, J by entering 
each different form, apparently becomes many. Thus there are two 
bodies, one gross, and the other subtile called dinga §arira. J The 
residue of acts is thus explained : all creatures enjoy or suffer the 
effects of their good and bad acts. If, however, the consequences of 
acts good and bad be all exhausted, there can be no rebirth. A 
residue, therefore, remains, in consequence of which rebirth becomes 
possible. Creation and destruction, again, are endlessly going on. 
The beginning of the fmt Creation is inconceivable. The Creation 
here described is one of a series. This is further explained in the 
verses that follow. — T. ■ , . • ;C 
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for surveying or overlooking everything. And inasmuch as 
he is the original Creator of all beings he is on that account 
called the Lord of all beings .* 13 It is he who creates all 
beings mobile and immobile. After having thus assumed the 
form of Brahman he creates the worlds of the gods, the Rishis, 
the Pitris , and men ; 14 the rivers, the seas and the oceans, 
the points of the horizon, countries and provinces, hills 
and mountains, and large trees, human beings, Kinnaras , 
Rakshasas , birds, animals domestic and wild, and snakes . 16 
Indeed, he creates both'kinds of existent things, viz., those 
that are mobile and those that are immobile ; and those 
that are destructible and those that are indestructible. Of 
these created objects each obtains those attributes which 
it had during the previous Creation ; lG and each, indeed, 
obtains repeatedly the same attributes at every subsequent 
Creation. Determined in respect of character by either in- 
juriousness or peacefulness, mildness or fierceness, righteous- 
ness or unrighteousness, truthfulness, or untruthfulness, 
each creature, at every new creation, obtains that particular 
attribute which it had cherished before. It is in consequence 
of this that that particular attribute attaches to it . 17 It is the 
Ordainer himself who attaches variety to the great entities (of 
Space, Earth, &c.), to the objects of the senses (such as form, 
&c.), and to size or bulk of existent matter, and appoints 
the relations of creatures with those multiform entities . 18 
Amongst men who have devoted themselves to the science of 
things, there are some who say that, in the production of 


* The six and ten parts are the five gross blmta s, and the eleven 
senses of knowledge and action including mind. The great creatures 
are the tanmatra of the gross elements, i. <?., their subtile forms. At 
first the gross body (with the principle of growth) is formed. Into 
it enters the subtile body or the linga~§arira. At first (as already said) 
the gross elements come together. Then the subtile ones with the 
residue of acts. Then enters the Soul which is Brahma itself. The 
Soul enters into the subtile form for witnessing, or surveying. All 
Creatures are only manifestations of that Soul due to the accident 
of Avidya or Maya. Tapas means, as the Commentator explains. 
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effects, Exertion Is supreme. Some learned persons say that 
Destiny is supreme, and some that it is Nature which is the 
agent. 19 Others say that Acts flowing from (personal) exertion, 
and Destiny, produce effects, aided by Nature, Instead 
of regarding any of these as singly competent for the pro- 
duction of effects, they say that it is the union of all three 
that produces all effects. 20 As regards this subject,* some 
say that such is the case ; some, that such is not the case ; 
some, that both of these are not the case ; and some that it 
is not that the reverse of both are not. These, of course, are 
the contentions of those that depend on Acts, with reference 
to objects. They, however, whose vision is directed to truth 
regard Brahma as the cause. f 21 Penance is the highest 
good for living creatures. The roots of penance are tran- 
quillity and self-restraint. By penance one obtains all 
things that one wishes for in one’s mind. 22 By penance one 
attains to that Being who creates the universe. He who (by 
penance) succeeds in attaining to that Being becomes the 
puissant master of all beings. 20 It is by penance that the 
Bishis are enabled to read the Vedas ceaselessly. At the 
outset the Self-born caused those excellent Vedic sounds, 
that are embodiments of knowledge and that have neither 
beginning nor end, to (spring up and) flow on (from precep- 
tor to disciple). From those sounds have sprung all kinds of 
actions. 24 The names of the Bishis, ail things that have been 
created, the varieties of form seen in existent things, and 
the course of all actions, have their origin in the Vedas4 25 


* I. e., this variety of Being and this variety of relations. — 1 T. 
r Anubhe is explained as ubhaymyatiriktam* Sathoasthah are those 
that depend upon the really existent, i e>, those that regard Brahma 
as the sole cause competent for the production of all effects. — T. 

.t It is exceedingly difficult to understand the true meaning of these 
verses. A verbal translation is not calculated to bring out the sense. 
Apparently, the statement that all things are contained in the Vedas 
is nonsense. In reality, however, what is intended to be said is that 
as the Vedas are Speech or Words, the Creator had to utter words sym- 
bolizing his ideas before creating anything. It is remarkable that 
there is a close resemblance between the spirit of the first chapter of 
Genesis with what is contained in the crutis on the subject of Crea- 



Indeed, the Supreme Master of all beings, in the beginning, 
created all things from the words of the Yedas. Truly, 
the names of the Rishis, and all else that has been created, 
occur in the Yedas. Upon the expiration of his night (i. e„ 
at the dawn of his day), the Increate Brahman creates, from 
prototypes that existed before, all things which are, of 
course, well-made by Him .* 25 In the Yedas hath been in- 
dicated the topic of the Soul’s Emancipation, along with the 
ten means constituted by study of the Yedas, adoption of the 
domestic mode of life, penances, observance of duties common 
to all the modes of life, sacrifices, performance of all such 
acts as lead to pure fame, meditation which is of three kinds, 
and that kind of emancipation which is called success ( Siddhi ) 
•attainable in this life.f 27 That incomprehensible Brahma 
which has been declared in the words of the Yedas, and 
which has been indicated more clearly in the Upanishadas by 
those who have an insight into the Yedas, can be realised by 


tion. Let there be Earth, and there was Earth, says the inspired 
poet of Genesis. Nilakantba cites exactly similar words from the 
frUitis as those which Brahman uttered for creating the Earth, such as, - 
“Bliuriti vyaharau sa Bhumimasrijat.” Then the four modes of life 
with the duties of each, the modes of worship, &c., were also indicated ; 
hence, all acts also are in the Yedas which represent the original 
words of Brahma. — T. 

* All things are Suj/Ua or well-made by him. In Genesis it is 
said that God uttered particular words and particular objects sprang 
into existence, and He saw that they were good. T. 

t The first line contains only technical terms. Nama means Rig- 
veda. Hence, it stands for study of all the Yedas. Bheda stands 
for half, L «., for the wife, who must be associated with her husband 
in all religious acts. Tapah is penance; hence it stands for all kinds 
of observances like chUndrUyana, and modes of life, vmaprattha, &c., 
Karma means such acts as the saying of morning and evening prayers, 
&c. Tajna is sacrifice like yotuhtomu, &c. Akhya means such acts as 
lead to good fame, like the digging of tanks, the making of roads, &c. 
Aloha, meaning meditation, is of three kinds. Lastly, comes Siddhi, 

meaning that emancipation which is arrived at by one during this life. 

, The instrumental plural hramaih should be construed as “dacabhih 
kramaih nSmadibhi sahita Yedeshu proehyate, ” K. P. Singha has 
correctly rendered the verse, omitting reference to Siddhi. The Bur- 

4wan translator has totally misunderstood it.— T. . 
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gradually following the practices referred to above .* 28 Unto 1 

a person who thinks he has a body, this consciousness of 
duality, fraught again with that of pairs of opposites, is born 
only of acts in which he is engaged. (That consciousness of 
duality ceases during dreamless slumber or when Emancipa- . 

tioB has been attained.) That person, however, who has 
attained to Emancipation, aided by his knowledge, forcibly 
drives off that consciousness of duality . 20 Two Brahmas 
should be known, viz., the Brahma represented by sound 
(i. e the Yedas), and* secondly that which is beyond' the 
Vedas and is supreme. One that is conversant with Brahma 
represented by sound succeeds in attaining to Brahma that Is 
Supreme / 0 The slaughter of animals is the sacrifice laid down 
for the Kshatriyas. The growing of corn is the sacrifice laid 
down for the Vai^yas. Serving the three other orders is the- 
sacrifice laid down for the Cudras, Penances (or worship of 
Brahma) is the sacrifice laid down for the Brahmanas / 1 In 
the Krita age the performance of sacrifices was not necess- - 
ary. Such performance became necessary in the Treta age. 

In the Dwapara, sacrifices have- begun to fall off. In the 
Kali, the same is the case with them / 2 In the Krita age,, 
men, worshipping only one Brahma, looked upon the Bichs,. 
the Sdmans, the Yajwshes, and the rites and sacrifices that 
are performed from motives of advantage, as all different 
from the object of their worship, and practiced only yoga 
by means of penances / 3 In the- Treta age, many mighty 
men appeared that swayed' all mobile and immobile objects / 4 
(Though the generality of men in that age were not natu- 
rally inclined to the practice of righteousness yet those 
great leaders forced them to such practice.) Accordingly,, 
in that age, the Vedas, and sacrifices, and the distinctions 
between the several orders, and the four modes of life, 

* Gahanam is explained by the commentator as dumvagaham Brah- 
ma; vedavades/w means, according to him, the rites and observances 
laid down in the Vedas. It is better, however, to take it literally, i. e 
for the words of the Yedas. Vedanteshw means fin the Upanishads/ 
which come aft er the Vedas. Both the Vernacular translators have 
misunderstood this verse.— T. 
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existed in a compact state. In consequence, however, of 
the decrease in the period of life in Dwapara, all these,' 
in that age, fall off from that compact condition /- 6 In the 
Kali age, all the Vedas become so scarce that they may 
not be even seen by men. Afflicted by iniquity, they 
suffer extermination along with the rites and sacrifices laid 
down in them ." 6 The righteousness which is seen in the 
Krita age is now visible in such Brahman as as are of 
cleansed souls and as are devoted to penances and the study 
of the scriptures . 37 As regards the other yngas, it is seen 
that without at once giving up the duties and acts that are 
consistent with righteousness, men, observant of the prac- 
tices of their respective orders, ami conversant with the 
ordinances of the Vedas, are led by the authority of the 
scriptures, to betake themselves from motives of advantage 
and interest to sacrifices and vows and sojourns to sacred 
waters and spots .* 38 As in the season of rains a large 
variety of new objects of the immobile order are caused to 
come forth into life by the showers that fall from the clouds, 
even so many new kinds of duty or religious observances are 
brought about in each new yugaJ* As the same phenomena 
reappear with the reappearance of the seasons, even so, at 
each new Creation the same attributes appear in each new 
Brahman and Hara.*° I have, before this, spoken to thee 
of Time which is without beginning and without end, and 
which ordains this variety in the universe. It is that Time 
which creates and swallows up all creatures . 41 All the in- 


* This verse is, no doubt, pleonastic. The Commentator interprets 
it in the way I have rendered it. Yaihadharmam , according to him, 
means ‘without transgressing acts and duties consistent with virtue f 
‘yathagamam’ means ‘following the authority of the scriptures ;* ‘vik ri- 
y&te* implies ‘do from motives of advantage and gain.* The sense seems 
to be that in the three other yugas men, without absolutely abandoning 
virtue, perform good acts and Vedic sacrifices and rites and scriptural 
vows and observances, from motives of low gain and not because as a 
preparation for Emancipation. Thus in even the Kali age, Vedic rites 
ar<‘ not absolutely unknown. The motive, however, from which these 
Bun undertaken is connected mthsome low' or sordid gain.— T. 
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numerable creatures that exist subject to pairs of opposites 
and according to their respective natures, have Time for 
their refuge. It is Time that assumes those shapes and it is 
Time that upholds them.* 42 I have thus discoursed to thee, 
0 son, on the topics about which thou hadst inquired, viz., 
Creation, Time, Sacrifices and other rites, the Vedas, the 
real actor in the universe, action, and the consequences of 
action i — * ” 4S 


Section CCXXXIIL 

“ ‘Vyasa said, — I shall now tell thee how, when his day 
is gone and his night comes, he withdraws all things unto 
himself, or how the Supreme Lord, making this gross uni- 
verse exceedingly subtile, merges everything into his Soul. 1 
When the time comes for universal dissolution, a dozen Suns, 
and Agni with his seven flames, begin to burn. The whole 
universe, wrapt by those flames, begins to blaze forth in a 
vast conflagration. 2 All things mobile and immobile that 
are on the Earth first disappear and merge into the substance 
of which this planet is composed.* After all mobile and 
immobile objects have thus disappeared, the Earth, shorn of 
trees and herbs, looks naked like a tortoise shell. 4 Then 
water takes up the attribute of earth, viz., scent. When 
earth becomes shorn of its principal attribute, that element 
is on the eve of dissolution. 6 Water then prevails. Surging 
into mighty billows and producing awful roars, only water 
fills this space and moves about or remains still.® Then the 
attribute of water is taken by Heat, and losing its own 
attribute, water finds rest in that element. 7 Dazzling flames 
of fire, ablaze all around, conceal the Sun that is in the 
centre of space. Indeed, then, space itself, full of those 
fiery flames, burns in a vast conflagration. 8 Then Wind 
comes and takes the attribute, viz., form, of Heat or Light, 
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The Wind/ obtaining its own attribute, viz., sound, begins to- 
traverse upwards and downwards and transversely along 
all the ten points . 10 Then Space takes the attribute, viz.,. 
sound, of Wind, upon which the latter becomes extinguish- 
ed and enters into a phase of existence resembling that of 
unheard or unuttered sound . 11 Then Space is all that re- 
mains, that element whose attribute, viz., sound, dwells in 
all the other elements, divested of the attributes of form, 
and taste, and touch, and scent, and without shape of 
any kind, like sound in its unmanifest state of existence . 12 
Then sound, which is the attribute of space, is swallowed 
up by Mind which is the essence of all things that are 
manifest. Thus Mind which in itself is unmanifest with- 
draws all that is manifested by Mind. This withdrawal of 
Mind as displayed into Mind as undisplayed or subtile, is 
called the destruction of the vast external universe .* 12 
Then Chandramas, having made Mind to (thus) withdraw its 
attribute into itself, swallows it up. When Mind, ceasing 
to exist, thus enters into Chandramas, the other attributes, 
that are owned by Igwara are all that remain . 14 This Chan- 
dramas, which is called also Sankalpu , is then, after a very 
long time, brought under Igwara’s sway, the reason being 
that that Sankalpa has to perform a very difficult act, viz,,.. 
the destruction of Chitta or the faculties that are employed- 
in the process called judgment. When this has been effect- 
ed, the condition reached is said to be of high Knowledge . 15 
Then Time swallows up this Knowledge, and as the £rvM 
declares, Time itself, in its turn, is swallowed up by Might 

* From what has been said in the previous Sections, the reader 
will have no difficulty in understanding what is meant by ‘abhivyak- 
t&tmakam manah . 5 It is Mind that is the essence of all that is *abhi- 
vyakta’ or manifest. That Mind swallows up the attribute of Space, 
Hence it is ‘avyaktam 5 that swallows up the ‘manaso vyaktam . 7 This 
swallowing up is TMhnmh sampratisaneharah 7 or destruction of the- 
outward universe in its manifest vast ness. The Commentator gives the- 
substance of the verse in these words ‘manahkalpito virat manasi 
eva liyate . 7 From the verses that follow it would seem that the object 
of this section is to describe the yogin’s ‘pratyahar’ and not the actual - 
dissolution of the universe.— T. 



Section COXXXIV. 


“ ‘V yasa said, — That which thou liadst asked me about 
the- Creation of all beings, I have now narrated to thee in 
full. Listen to me as I tell thee now what the duties are 
of a Brahmana. 1 The rituals of all ceremonies for which 
sacrificial fees are enjoined, commencing with JdtaJcarma 
and ending with Samivartana, depend for their performance 

* Yerses 16 and 17 are exceedingly difficult. The Commentator has 
shown great learning in expounding them. Unfortunately, the sub- 
ject is a mystery, and the explanation and illustrations of the 
Commentator refer to things beyond the reach of ordinary experience 
and intelligence. The words Chandramas, Kala, and Yalam, and 
Aki^a also and Ghosa (in verse 17), are technical terms of yoga. I 
referred the passage to more than one learned Pundit. My referees are 
of opinion that a yoga mystery is here expounded, which yogins alone 
can understand. European scholars will probably smile at the state- 
ment that there is a hidden meaning in these words. Most readers 
will take the verses for nonsense. Reflection, however, has convinced 
me that yoga is not nonsense. One who has not studied the elements 
of Geometry or Algebra cannot, however intelligent, hope to under*. 
s-and at once a proposition of the Principia or the theorem of Be 
Moivre. Failing to give the actual sense, I have contended myself 
witjb giving a verbal translation. — T. 
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or Energy. Might or energy, however, is (again) swallowed 
up by Time, which last is then brought; under her sway by 
Vidya. lfi Possessed of Vidya, Igwara then swallows up non- 
existence itself into his Soul. That is Unmanifest and 
Supreme Brahma . That is Eternal, and that is the Highest 
of the High. 17 Thus all existent creatures are withdrawn 
into Brahma}* Truly hath this, which should be conceived 
(with the aid of the scriptures) and which is a topic of 
Science, been thus declared by Yogins possessed of Supreme 
Souls, after actual experience. 10 Even thus doth Unmanifest 
Brahma repeatedly undergo the processes of Elaboration 
and Withdrawal ( i . 6., Creation and Destruction), and even 
thus are Brahman's Day and Night each consisting of a 
thousand yugas .* — ' ” i0 
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upon a preceptor competent In the Vedas .* 2 Having studied 
all the Vedas and having displayed a submissive behaviour 
towards his preceptor during his residence with him, and 
having paid the preceptor’s fee, the youth should return 
home with a thorough knowledge of all sacrifices,-}-* Re- 
ceiving the permission of his preceptor, he should adopt one 
of the four modes of life and live in it in due observance 
of Its duties till he casts off his body . 4 He should either 
lead a life of domesticity with spouses and engaged In creat- 
ing offspring, or live in the observance of Brakmaeharyya ; 
or In the forest in the company of his preceptor, or in the 
practice of the duties laid down for a yati* A life of 
domesticity is said to be the root of all the other modes of 
life. A self-restrained householder who has conquered all 
his attachments to worldly objects always attains to success 
(in respect of the great object of life ). 6 A Brahmana, by 
begetting children, by acquiring a knowledge of the Vedas, 
and by performing sacrifices, pays off the three debts he 


owes.* He should then enter the other modes of life, hav- 


ing cleansed himself by his acts . 7 He should settle in that 
place which he may ascertain to be the most sacred spot on 
Earth, and he should strive, in all matters that lead to 
fame, for attaining to a position of eminence , 8 The fame of 
Brahmanas Increases through penances that are very austere, 
through mastery of the various branches of knowledge, 


* Jatalarma is the ceremony .that is performed with certain Vedic 
mantras immediately after a child’s birth. There are many such 
ceremonies to be performed till 8 amavartana or return from the 
preceptor’s home after completion of the period of pupilage. These 
ceremonies are necessarily such that they must be performed by the 
child’s father or somebody else whom the latter might call in. — T. 

t In this country, no fees are charged for tuition. The pupil, how- 
ever, after completing his sttxdies, may give his preceptor a final fee 
which is determined by the choice of the preceptor himself and which 
varies according to the means of the pupil leaving the preceptor’s home 
for his own. — T. 

I By begetting children, one pays off one’s debt to ancestors; by 
5 ■ studying the Yedas, one pays off one’s debt to the Rishu ; and by per- 
forming sacrifices one pays off one’s debt to the deities. — T. 
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through sacrifices, and through gifts . 9 Indeed,' a person en- 
joys endless regions of the righteous (in the next world) as 
long as his deeds or the memory thereof lasts in this world . 10 
A Brahmana should teach, study, officiate at other people’s 
sacrifices, and offer sacrifices himself. He should not give 
away in vain or accept other people’s gifts in vain . 11 Wealth, 
sufficient in quantity, that may come from one who is 
assisted in a sacrifice, from a pupil, or from kinsmen (by 
marriage) of a daughter, should be spent in the performance 
of sacrifice or in making gifts. Wealth coming from any 
of these sources should never be enjoyed by a Brahmana 
singly * 13 For a Brahmana leading a life of domesticity 
there is no means save the acceptance of gifts for the sake 
of the deities, or Bishis, or Pitris, or preceptor, or the 
aged, or the diseased, or the hungry.f l 55 IJnto those that are 
persecuted by unseen foes, or those that are striving to the 
best of their power to acquire knowledge, one should make 
gifts from his own possessions, including even cooked food, 
more than one can fairly afford .* 14 Unto a deserving person 
there is nothing that cannot be given. They that are good 
and wise deserve to have even the prince of steeds, called 
Uchehaifjravas, belonging to Indra himself. IT 16 Of high vows, 
(king) Safcyasandha, having, with due humility, offered his 
own life-breaths for saving those of a Brahmana, ascended to 
heaven. 1 ® Sankriti’s son Rantideva, having given only luke- 
warm water to the high-souled Vagishtha, ascended to heaven 


* It Is a deadly sin to take anything from the father-in-law or 
other relatives (by marriage) of a daughter. What is got from such 
sources is, to this day, spent freely. Those persons that sell their 
daughters in marriage are universally esteemed as fallen. — T. 

f The fact is, the duty of the householder obliges him to worship 
the deities and the Pitris, and to become hospitable to the others 
named. The Brahmana, however, has no ostensible means for dis- 
charging this duty. The only means open to him is acceptance of gifts. 
In his case, acceptance, therefore, for such ends is not productive of 
demerit.— -T. 

t Entadapi is explained by the Commentator as pctMc tnnd dapi. — T* 
The sense is that there is no gift which is too valuable for such 
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and received high honors there . 17 Atri’s royal son Xndra* 
damana, possessed of great intelligence, having given diverse 
kinds of wealth to a deserving person, acquired diverse 
regions of felicity in the next world . 18 Uginara’s son Givi, 
having given away his own limbs and the dear son of Ms 
loins for the sake of a Brahmana, ascended to heaven from 
this world . 19 Pratarddana, the ruler of Ka<ji, having given 
away his very eyes to a Brahmana, obtained great fame 
both here and hereafter . 20 King Devavridha, having given 
away a very beautiful and costly umbrella, with eight golden 
ribs, proceeded to heaven with all the people of his king- 
dom . 21 Sankriti of Atri’s race, possessed of great energy, 
having given instruction to his disciples on the subject of 
Impersonal Brahma , proceeded to regions of great felicity . 22 
Amvarislia of great prowess, having given unto the Brah- 
man as eleven Arvudas of kine, proceeded to heaven with 
all the people of his kingdom . 23 Savitri, by giving away 
her ear-rings, and king Janamejaya, by giving away his 
own body, both proceeded to high regions of felicity . 24 Yu* 
van%wa the son of Vrishadabha, by giving away diverse 
kinds of gems, a fine mansion, and many beautiful women, 
ascended to heaven . 26 Nimi, the ruler of the Yidehas, gave 
away his kingdom, Jamadagni’s son (Hama) gave away the 
whole Earth ; and Gaya gave away the Earth with all her 
towns and cities, unto the Brahmanas . 26 Once when the 
clouds ceased to pour, YaQishtha, resembling BraMnan him- 
self, kept alive all creatures like Prajapati keeping them 
alive (by his energy and kindness ). 27 Karandha’s son Ma- 
rutta of cleansed soul, by giving away his daughter to 
Angiras, speedily ascended to heaven . 28 Brahmadatta, the 
: ruler of the Panchalas, possessed of superior intelligence, by 
giving away two precious jewels called Nidhi and gankha 
unto some of the foremost of the Brahmanas, obtained many 
regions of felicity . 29 King Mitrasaha, having given his own 
Ilf dear wife Mayadanti unto ’the high-souled Va^ishtha, as* ' 
f ! cencled to heaven with that wife of his . 80 The royal sage 
J * ! SahasrajIV possessed of great fame, having cast off dear life 
itself for the sake of a Brahmana, ascended to regions of 
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Section CCXXXV. 

“Vyasa said; — The knowledge called Frayi which occurs 
in the Yedas and their branches should be acquired. That 
knowledge is to be derived from the Richs, the Samans, and 
the sciences called Varna and Akshara . There are, besides, 
the Yajushes and the Atharvans. In the six kinds of acts 
indicated in these, dwells the Divine Being . 1 They that are 
well-versed in the declarations of the Yedas, that have 
knowledge of the Soul, that are attached to the quality of 
Goodness, and that are highly blessed, succeed' in under- 
standing the origin and the end of all things , 2 A Brahma na 
should live in the observance of the dirties laid down in the 
Vedas. He should do all his acts like a good man* of res- 
trained-soul, He should earn his livelihood without injuring 
any creature . 3 Having derived knowledge- from the., good 
and wise, he should control his passions and propensities. 
Well-versed in the scriptures, ( he should- practise those duties 
that have been laid down for him, and' do all acts in this 


Farm.] 


GANT! PARVA. 


great felicity . 31 King Oatadyumna, having given to Mud- 
gala a mansion made of gold and full of every object of 
comfort and use, ascended to heaven . 32 The king of the 
Cal was, known by the name of Dyuiimat, possessed of great 
prowess, gave unto Richika his entire kingdom and ascended 
to heaven. 3 ® The royal sage Madira^wa, by giving away his 
daughter of slender waist to Hiranyahasta, ascended ; to 
such regions as are held in esteem by the very gods . 84 The 
royal sage Lomapada, of great prowess, by giving away his 
daughter Canta to RishyaQringa, obtained' the- fruition of 
all his wishes . 35 King Prasenajit, of great energy, by giving 
away a hundred thousand kine with calves, ascended to 
excellent regions of felicity . 3 * 5 These and many others, pos- 
sessed of great and well-ordered souls and having their 
senses under control, ascended, by means of gifts and pen- 
ances, to heaven . 37 Their fame will last as long as the Earth 
herself will last. All of them have, by gifts and sacrifices- 
and procreation of issue, proceeded to heaven/ ” 38 
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rat and the 4th Verses are triplets in the Bengal texts.— T, 
are, of course, religious acts,— T. ' • • 
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world guided by the quality of goodness. Leading even the 
domestic mode of life, the Brahmana should be observant 
of the six acts already spoken of .* 4 His heart full of faith, 
he should worship the deities in the five well-known sacrifices. 
Endued with patience, never heedless, having self-control, 
conversant with duties, with a cleansed soul, divested of joy, 
pride, and wrath, the Brahmen a should never sink in lan- 
guor . 5 Gifts, study of the Vedas, sacrifices, penances, mod- 
esty, guilelessness, and self-restraint, — these enhance one’s 
energy and destroy one’s sins . 0 One endued with Intelligence 
should be abstemious in diet and should conquer one’s senses. 
Indeed, having subdued both lust and wrath, and having 
washed away all his sins, he should strive for attaining to 
Brahma? He should worship the Fire and Brahman as, and 
bow to the deities. He should avoid all kinds *of inauspi- 
cious discourse, and all acts of unrighteous injury . 3 This 
preliminary course of conduct is first laid down for a Brah- 
mana. Subsequently, when knowledge comes, he should 
engage himself in acts, for in acts Is suceess.-f 0 The Brah- 
mana who is endued with intelligence succeeds in crossing 
the stream of life that is so difficult to cross and that is so 
furious and terrible, that has the five senses for its waters 
that has cupidity for its source, and that has wrath for its 
mire . 10 He should never shut his eyes to the fact that Time 
stands behind him in a threatening attitude, — Time who is 
the great stupifier of all things, and who is armed with very 
great and irresistible force issuing from the great Ordain er 
himself . 11 Generated by the current of Nature, the universe 
Is being ceaselessly carried along . 12 The mighty river of 
Time, overspread with eddies constituted by the years, hav- 
ing the months for its waves and the seasons for its current, 
the fortnights for its floating straw and grass , 12 and the rise 
and fall of the eyelids for its froth, the days and the nights 


ri- for its water, and desire and lust for its terrible crocodiles, 
; V ; , the Vedas and sacrifices for Its rafts , 14 and the righteousness 
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for its islands, and Profit and Pleasure for its 
truthfulness of speech and Emancipation for its 
benevolence for the trees that float along it , 15 and 
for the lakes along its course, — the mighty river 
•which has an origin as inconceivable as that of 
is ceaselessly bearing away all beings created 
towards the abode of Yama .* 16 Persons 
ys succeed in crossing 
ving the rafts of knowledge and 


of creatures 
springs ; 
shores, 
the ywgas 
of Time,— 

Brahma itself, 
by the great Ordain er 
possessed of wisdom and patience ahvay 
this awful river by employing 
wisdom. What, however, can senseless fools, destitute of 
similar rafts, do (when thrown into that furious stream) ? 17 
That only the man of wisdom succeeds in crossing this 
stream and not he that is unwise, is consistent with reason. 
The former beholds from a distance the merits and faults of 
everything. (Accordingly, he succeeds in adopting or reject- 
ing what is deserving of adoption or rejection ). 18 The man, 
however, of unstable and little understanding, and whose soul 
is full of desire and cupidity, is always filled with doubt. 
Hence the man destitute of wisdom never succeeds in crossing 
that river. He also who sits inactively (in doubt) can never 
pass it over . 19 The man destitute of the raft of wisdom, in 
consequence of his having to bear the heavy weight of great 
faults, sinks down. One that is seized by the crocodile of 
desire, even if possessed of knowledge, can never make know- 


* In the Bengal texts Verse 12 consists of one line. This, I think, 
is correct. Verses 13, 14, 15, and 16 form one sentence. Verse 12 is 
complete by itself. The udaka in Mlodaka should be taken as meaning 
stream or river, otherwise ahordtrajalena would be pleonastic. Again 
arthakdmajalena , to avoid redundancy, should be taken as implying the 
springs that supply the water. Vikingsd-taruvdhind is, ‘having bene- 
volence for the trees that float on its waters. 3 This idea is beautiful. 
Creatures that are being borne away in the stream of Time may catch 
these trees of benevolence for saving themselves. The Burdwan trans- 
lator misunderstands vihingsa and makes nonsense of the idea. Alto- 
gether, though highly ornate, the metaphors are original. Of course, 
the idea is eminently oriental, Eastern rhetoric being fond of spinning 
out metaphors and similies, which, in the hands di Eastern poets, be- 
come highly elastic.— T. 
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ledge one's raft * 20 For these reasons the man of wisdom and 
intelligence should strive to float over the stream of Time- 
(without sinking in it). He, indeed, succeeds in keeping him- 
self afloat who becomes conversant with Brahma } 1 One born 
in a noble race, abstaining from the three duties of teaching, 
officiating at other's sacrifices, and accepting gifts, and- 
doing only the three other acts, viz., studying, sacrificing, 
and giving, should, for those reasons, strive to float over the- 
stream. Such a man is sure to cross it aided by the raft of 
wisdom . 22 One who is pure in conduct, who is self-restrained 
and observant of good vows, whose soul is under control, and 
who is possessed of wisdom, certainly wins success in this 
and the other world . 23 The Brahmana leading a domestic 
mode of life should conquer wrath and envy, practise the 
virtues already named, and, worshipping the | deities in the- 
five sacrifices, eat after having fed the deities, Pitris, and 
guests . 24 He should conform to those duties which are 
observed by the good ; he should, do all his acts like a person 
of governed soul ; and he should without injuring any crea- 
ture, draw his sustenance by adopting a course that is not' 
censurable . 25 One who is weli-versed in the truths of the 
Vedas and the other branches of knowledge, whose be* 
haviour is like that of a person of well-governed soul, who 
is endued with a clear vision, who observes those duties that 
are laid down for his order, who does not, by his acts 
produce an intermixture of duties , 26 who attends to the 
observances set down in the scriptures, who is full of faith, 
who is self-restrained, who is possessed of wisdom, who is 
destitute of envy and malice, and who is well conversant 
with the distinctions between righteousness and iniquity, 
succeeds in crossing all his difficulties . 27 That Brahmana 
who is possessed of fortitude, who is always heedful, who is 
self-restrained, who is conversant with righteousness, whose, 
soul is under control, and who has transcended joy, pride, 
and wrath, has never to languish in grief . 28 This is the 


Singha misunderstands this verse. The Burdwan translator 
irate.— T. 




Pamd 


CANTI PAETAa 


255 



course of conduct that was ordained of old for a Brahman a. 
He should strive for the acquisition of Knowledge, and do 
all the scriptural acts. By living thus, he Is sure to obtain 
success . 29 One who is not possessed of clear vision does 
wrong even when one wishes to do right. Such a person, 
by even exercising his judgment, does such acts of virtue 
as partake the nature of iniquity /’ 0 Desiring to do what is 
right one does what Is wrong. Similarly, desiring to do 
what Is wrong, one does what is right. Such a person Is a 
fool. Not knowing the two kinds of acts, one has to undergo 
repeated rebirths and deaths.’ ” 31 


Section CCXXXVL 

“ ‘Vyasa said,— If Emancipation be desirable, then know- 
ledge should be acquired. For a person who is borne now 
up and now down along the stream of Time or life, know- 
ledge is the raft by which he can reach the shore . 1 Those 
wise men who have arrived at certain conclusions (regarding 
the character of the soul and that which is called life) by 
the aid of wisdom, are able to assist the Ignorant In crossing 
the stream of time or life with the raft of knowledge. They, 
however, that are Ignorant, are unable to save either them- 
selves or others . 3 He who has freed himself from desire and 
all other faults, and who has emancipated himself from all 
attachments, should attend to these two and ten requirements 
of yoga, viz., place, acts, affection, objects, means, destruc- 
tion, certainty, eyes, food, suppression, mind, and survey .* 3 


* The place should be a level spot, not impure (such as a crematorium, 
&c.), free from JcanJsars , fire, and sand, &e. ; solitary and free from noise 
and other sources of disturbance. Acts include abstention from food and 
sports and amusements, abstention from all kinds of work having only 
worldly objects to accomplish, abstention also from sleep and dreams. 
Affection means that for good disciples or for progress in yoga. Objects 
refer to sacred fuel, water, and suppression of expectancy and anxiety, 
&e.. Means refer to the seat to be used, the manner of sitting, and th 
attitude of the body. Destruction refers to the conquest of desire and 
attachments, i. e., renunciation of all attractive things. Certainty means 
the unalterable belief that what is said about yoga in the Vedas and by 
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He who wishes to obtain superior Knowledge, should, by. 
the aid of his understanding, restrain both speech and mind. 
He who wishes to have tranquillity, should, by the aid of his 
knowledge, restrain his soul . 4 Whether he becomes com- 
passionate or cruel, whether he becomes conversant with all 
the Vedas or ignorant of the Richs, whether he becomes right 
eous and observant of sacrifices or the worst of sinners, whether 
he becomes eminent for prowess and wealth or plunged into 
misery, that person who directs his mind towards these (attri- 
butes that I have spoken of ), is sure to cross the ocean of life 
which is so difficult to cross . 0 Without speaking of the results 
of the attainment of Brahma by yoga, it may be said that he 
who sets himself to only enquire after the Soul transcends 
the necessity of observing the acts laid down in the VedasJ 
The body with jiva within it is an excellent car. When 
sacrifices and religious rites are made its upastha , shame its 
varwtha , Upaya and Apaya its Icwvara , the breath called 
Apana its aksha , the breath called Prana its yuga , know- 
ledge and the allotted period of existence its points for 
tying the steeds, heedfulness its handsome vandhura , the 
assumption of good behaviour its nemi , vision, touch, scent, 
and hearing Its four steeds, wisdom Its nabhi , all the scrip- 
tures its pratoda , certain knowledge of the scriptural decla- 
rations its driver, the soul its firmly-seated rider, faith and 
self-restraint its fore-runners, renunciation its inseparable 
companion following behind and bent upon doing it good, 
purity the path along which it goes, meditation (or union 
with Brahma) Its goal, then may that car reach Brahma and 
shine there in effulgence .* 8 "* 11 I shall now tell thee the 


preceptors? is true. (The Horn. sing, inflection stands ?for the instru- 
mental plural). Eyes include the other senses. All these should be res- 
trained. Food means pure food. Suppression refers to the subjugation 
of our natural inclination towards earthly objects. Mind here has refer- 
ence to the regulation of the will and its reverse, viz., irresolution. Sur- 
vey means reflection on birth, death, decrepitude, disease, sorrow, faults, 
vlfcc. In giving these meanings, I, of course, follow Nilakantha — T. 

* Notwithstanding Nilakantha’s gloss which shows great ingenuity 
and which has been apparently followed by both of them, the Verna- 
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speedy means that should be adopted by the person who 
would equip his car in such a fashion for passing through 
this wilderness of the world in order to reach the goal con- 
stituted by Brahma that is above decrepitude and destruc- 
tion. 12 To set the mind upon one thing at a time is called 
Bhdrand .* The Yogin, observing proper vows and res- 
traints, practises in all seven kinds of Dkaranct. There are, 
again, as many kinds of Dhdranas arising out of these, upon 
subjects that are near or remote.^ 13 Through these the Yogin 


cular translators have misunderstood portions of these Verses which 
sketch out the course of life which one desirous of attaining to Eman- 
cipation or Brahma is to follow. Particular virtues or attributes have 
been represented as particular limbs of the car. It does not appear that 
there is (except in one or two instances) any especial aptitude in any of 
those virtues or attributes for corresponding with one instead of with an- 
other limb of the figurative car. Upastha is that part of the car on which 
the driver sits. Varutha is the wooden fence round a car for protecting 
it against the effects of collision. Shame is the feeling that withdraws us 
from all wicked acts. K mar a is the pole to which the yoke is attached 
TJpaya and Apaya, which have been called the kuvara , are ‘means’ and 
‘destruction* as explained in Verse 3 above. Alesha is the wheel, Yuga 
is the yoke. Vandhura is that part of the yuga where it is attached to 
the pole, i. e its middle, about which appears something like a project- 
ing knob. Nemi is the circumference of the. wheel. Ndhhi is the central 
portion of the car upon which the rider or warrior is seated. Pratoda is 
the goad with which the driver urges the steeds. The Commentator 
explains that jiva-yuktah meanshaving such a jiva as is desirous of 
attaining to Emancipation or Moksha, Such elaborate figures are 
favourite conceits of Oriental poets. — T. 

* Adopting the Kantian distribution of the mental phenomena, ta, 
the three great divisions of Cognitive faculties, ’Pleasure and Pain, and 
Desire and Will, Sir William Hamilton subdivides the first (m, the 
Cognitive faculties), into the acquisitive faculty, the retentive faculty, 
the reproductive faculty, the representative faculty, and reason or judg- 
ment by which concepts are compared together. Dhctrana corresponds 
with the exercise of the Eepresentative (faculty or the power by which 
the mind is held to or kept employed upon a particular image or notion. 
It is this faculty that is especially trained by yog ins. Indeed, the initial 
step consists in training it to the desirable extent. — T. 

r The seven kinds of Dharands appertain respectively to Earth, 
Wind, Space, Water. Fire, Consciousness, and Understanding.— 1 T, 
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gradually acquires mastery over Earth, Wind, Space, Water, 
Fire, Consciousness, and Understanding. After this he 
gradually acquires mastery over the Unmanifest .* 14 I shall 
now describe to thee the conceptions in their order that are 
realised by particular individuals amongst those that are 
engaged in yoga according to the rules and ordinances that 
have been laid down. I shall tell thee also of the nature of 
the success that attaches to yoga commenced (according to 
rules) by him who looks within his own selff 15 The Yogin, 
that abandons his gross body, following the instructions 
of his preceptor, beholds his soul displaying the following 
forms in consequence of its subtility. To him, in the first 
stage, the welkin seems to be filled with a subtile substance 
like foggy vapour .:}: 16 Of the Soul which has been freed from 
the body, even such becomes the form. When this fog dis- 
appears, a second (or new) form becomes visible . 17 For then 
the Yogin beholds within himself, in the firmament of his 
heart, the form of Water. After the disappearance of water, 
the form of Fire displays itself . 18 When this disappears, the 
form that becomes perceivable is that of Wind as effulgent 
as a well-tempered weapon of high polish. Gradually the 
form displayed by Wind becomes like that of the thinnest 
gossamer . 19 Then having acquired whiteness, and also, the 
subtxlety of air, the Brahman's soul is said to attain the 
supreme whiteness and subtilety of Ether . 20 Listen to me 
as I tell thee the consequences of these diverse conditions 


* All these have been explained lower down. — T. 
t The construction of both these lines is difficult to understand. The 
prose order of the line is ‘yogatah yuktesu (raadhye) yasya yatha ete 
vikramah (tatha vakshyami) ; atmani pagvatah (janasya) vukfcasya 
yog&sya (yatha) siddhi (tatha vakshy&mi).’ ‘Yogatah’ means ‘upayatah,’ 
t, g,, according to rules and ordinances. Wikram&h’ is used in a peculiar 
sense, m, ‘anubhavakramah, 5 £ <?., the order of conception or concep- 
tions in their order. ‘Atmanipagyatah 5 means 4 of him who looks into 
himself,’ £ e., who withdraws his mind from the outer world and turns 
it to view his own self. Without Nilakautha’s aid, such verses would 
■ unintelligible. — T. 

'itUah means 4 of that which sees, £,e 5 of the Atman or Soul.’— T. 
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when they occur. That Yogin who has been able to achieve 
the conquest of the Earth-element, attains by such lord- 
ship to the power of Creation . 21 Like a second Praja- 
pati endued with a nature that is perfectly imperturbable, 
he. can from his own body create all kinds of creatures. 
With only his toe, or with his hand or feet , 28 that person 
can singly cause the whole Earth to tremble who has 
achieved the lordship of the Wind. Even this is the attri- 
bute of the Wind as declared in the gruti. The Yogin who 
has achieved the lordship of Space, can exist brightly in Space 
in consequence of his having attained to uniformity with that 
element, and can also disappear at will . 23 By lordship over 
Water, one can (like Agastya) drink up rivers, lakes, and 
oceans. By lordship over Fire, the Yogin becomes so efful- 
gent that his form cannot be looked at. He becomes visible 
only when he extinguishes the fire within him. When the 
Yogin succeeds in extinguishing his consciousness of indivi- 
duality, these five elements come within his sway . 24 When 
the Understanding, which is the soul of the five elements 
and of the consciousness of individuality,* us conquered 
the Yogin attains to Omnipotence, and perfect Knowledge 
(or perception freed from doubt and uncertainty) with res- 
pect to all things comes to him . 25 In consequence of this,, 
the Manifest becomes merged into the Unmanifest or Supreme* 
Soul from which the* world emanates and becomes what is 
called Manifest.-f * 20 Listen now to me in detail as I expound* 
fche science of the Unmanifest. But first of all listen to me 
about all that is Manifest as expounded in the Sankhya 
system of philosophy . 27 In both the Yoga and the Sankhya 
systems, five and twenty topics of knowledge have been 



* The Understanding is called the soul of the five elements and of 
the consciousness of individuality because these six things rest on it or 
have it for their refuge. The reader will easily understand this fronr 
what has been said in the previous Sections. — T. 

t It is from- the Unmanifest or the Supreme Soul that the world or 
all that is Manifest, springs or emanates. The Yogin, in consequence of 

his, superior knowledge, apprehends all that is Manifest to be but the 
Unmanifest Supreme Soul, — T. * 




11 
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treated in nearly the same way. Listen to me as I mention 
their chief feautures . 23 That has been said to be Manifest 
•which is possessed of these four attributes, viz., birth, growth 
decay, and death . 29 That which is not possessed of these 
attributes is said to be Unmanifest. Two Souls are men- 
tioned in the Vedas and the sciences that are based upon 
them . ?<0 The first (which is called Jivatman) is endued 
with the four attributes already mentioned, and has a long- 
ing for the four objects or purposes (viz.. Religion, Wealth, 
Pleasure, and Emancipation). This soul is called Manifest, 
and it is born of the Unmanifest (Supreme Soul). It is 
both Intelligent and not-Intelligent / 1 I have thus told 
thee about Sattwa (inert matter) and Kshetrujna (im- 
material spirit). Both kinds of Soul, it is said in the Vedas, 
become attached to objects of the senses / 2 The doctrine 
of the Sankhyas is that one should keep oneself aloof or 
dissociated from objects of the senses. That Yogin who 
is freed from attachment and pride, who transcends all 
pairs of opposites such as pleasure and pain, heat and 
cold, &c., who never gives way to wrath or hate, who 
never speaks an untruth , 83 who though slandered or struck 
still shows friendship for the slanderer or the striker, who 
never thinks of doing ill to others, who restrains these three, 
viz., speech, acts, and mind , 34 and who behaves uniformly 
towards all creatures, succeeds in approaching the presence 
of Brahman. That person who cherishes no desire for 
earthly objects, who is not unwilling to take what comes, 
who is dependent on earthly objects to only that extent 
which is necessary for sustaining life , 35 who is free from 
cupidity, who has driven off all grief, who has restrained 
his senses, who goes through all necessary acts, who is 
regardless of personal appearance and attire, whose senses 
are all collected (for devotion to the true objects of life), 
whose purposes are never left unaccomplished,* 3 * who bears 
himself with equal friendliness towards all creatures, who 

. ^ 4 Na kriti na , 3 i c,, ‘kriti eva.’ ‘Nirakriti* ‘is regardless of dress and 

appearance . 3 K. F. Singha wrongly translates both these words.— T. 


, - , 'r | 
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regards a clod of earth and a lump of gold with an equal 
eye, who is equally disposed towards friend and foe, who is 
possessed of patience, who takes praise and blame equally,* 27 
who is free from longing with respect to all objects of desire, 
who practises Brahmacharyya, and who is firm and steady 
in all his vows and observances, who has no malice or envy 
for any creature in the universe, is a Yogin who according to 
the Sankhya system succeeds in winning Emancipation. 39 
Listen now to the way and the means by which a person 
may win Emancipation through Yoga (or the system of 
Patanjali). That person who moves and acts after having 
transcended the puissance that the practice of Yoga brings 
about (in the initial stages), succeeds in winning Emancipa- 
tion .f 39 I have thus discoursed to thee on those topics ( viz., 
Emancipation according to the Sankhya system and that 
according to the Yoga system) which are dissimilar if the 
speaker be disposed to treat them as such (but which, in 
reality, are one and the same)4 Thus can one transcend all 
pairs of opposites. Thus can one attain to Brahma.$— ’ m 


Section CCXXXVIL 


u ‘Vyasa said —Borne up and down in life's ocean, he that 
is capable of meditation seizes the raft of Knowledge and 
for achieving his Emancipation adheres to Knowledge itself 


* L a, who has neither friend nor foe. This means that he regards 
all creatures with an equal eye, showing particular favor to none, and 
having no dislike for any. Coldness of heart is not implied, but impartial 
and equal benevolence for all. Taking praise and blame equally, i. e. 9 
never rejoicing at praise nor grieving at blame. — T. 

t It is said that with the practice of Yoga, during the first stages, 
certain extraordinary powers come to the Yogin whether he wishes for 
them or not. In a previous Section it has been said that that Yogin who 
suffers himself to be led away by these extraordinary acquisitions, goes 
to hell, i. e fails to attain to Emancipation beside which heaven itself 
with the status of Indra is only hell Hence, he who transcends the 
puissance that Yoga brings about becomes Emaucipate^T. 

X Vide Gita, Verses 4 and 5, Chap. V. — T. 

.$ ‘Brahmanam 3 is arsha for Srahmam^ T« . ; 
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(without extending his arms hither and thither for catching 
any other support).* — 1 

“ ; Cuka said— What is that Knowledge? Is it that 
learning by which, when error is dispelled, the truth becomes 
discovered? Or, is it that course of duties consisting of 
acts to be done or achieved, by the aid of which the object 
sought may be understood or attained ? Or, is it that course 
of duties, called absention from acts, by which an extinction 
of the Soul is to be sought ? Do tell me what it is, so that 
by its aid, the two, viz., birth and death, may be avoided !— f 4 

“ ‘Vyasa said —That fool who, believing that all this 
exists in consequence of its own Nature without, in fact, 
an existent refuge or foundation, fills by such instruction 
the aspirations of disciples, dispelling by his dialectical 


* ‘Dhirah’ is explained as ‘dhyanavan. 1 ‘Canti’ has refe 
Emancipation, for it is Emancipation alone that can give tranq 
final rest. The Commentator points out that in this Verse the 
shows a decided preference for the SSnkhya philosophy.— T. 

t I follow Nilakantha’s gloss in rendering the words Vidya,] 
and Nivritti, as used in this Verse. By the first, the Com 
thinks, is meant that course of instruction in consequence of wh 
may be dispelled and truth acquired. The usual illustration of 
and the snake is given. The former may be mistaken for the la 
■when the mistake ceases, correct apprehension follows. Prav 
been sufficiently indicated in the text in which the words of t 
have been incorporated. By Nivritti is meant the doctrine of th 
vadis and Lokayatikas (evidently the Buddhists) who seek annihi 

extinction as the only true Emancipation. Both the Vernacuk 
lators are wrong. The Burdwan translator, as usual, citing ; 
words of the gloss, misunderstands them completely.— T. 

t The construction of the first line is ‘yastu achetanah bhav 

.swabhavena (sarvam bhati iti) pa 9 yan, &c. &c., pushyate, (an; 
■fiA.labhate).’ Bhavam' is explained as ‘adhishthgnasatUm.’ T 
; Kfelltat0r is of opbuon that the speaker refers in this Verse to th 
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■them).* 4 Those men of little intelligence who stop (in their 
speculations), having adopted either of these doctrines, in- 
deed, those men who regard Nature as the cause, never suc- 
ceed in obtaining any benefit for themselves.f 5 This belief 
in Nature (as the producing and the sustaining Cause), arising 
as it does from a mind acting under the influence of error, 
brings about the destruction of the person who cherishes it. 
Listen now to the truth with respect to these two doctrines 
that maintain (1) that things exist by their own Nature 'and 
(2) that they flow (in consequence of their own Nature) 
from others that are different from and that precede them.f 0 
Wise men apply themselves to agriculture and tillage, and 
the acquisition of crops (by those means) and of vehicles 
(for locomotion) and seats and carpets and houses. 7 They 
attend also to the laying of pleasure-gardens, the construc- 
tion of commodious mansions, and the preparation of medi- 
cines for diseases of every kind. 8 It is wisdom (which con- 
sists in the application of means) that leads to the fruition 
of purposes. It is wisdom that wins beneficial results. It is 
wisdom that enables kings to exercise and enjoy sovereignty 
although they are possessed of attributes equal to those of 
persons over whom they rule.1T 0 It is by wisdom that the high 

* The Bombay text reads PutivatrinamishiTcamva . — T. 

t Enam is singular. The Commentator thinks it should be taken# 
distributive!}'. In Verse 3, the doctrine of the Nihilists (Cunvavadia) 
has been referred to. In Yerse 4, that of the Lokayatikas. In both. 
Nature is spoken of as the cause, with this difference that the former 
regard the universe to be only an erroneous impression of an existent 
entity, while the latter regard it as a real entity flowing from and mani- 
festing itself under its own Nature. Both doctrines, the speaker says, 
are false. — T. 

t Both the Yernacular transl ators skip over the word ‘paribhava 5 
in the second line of Yerse 6. The Commentator correctly explains 
that ‘swabhava* in 6 means c swasyaiva bhavah sattakaranam iti, 
ekah pakshah.* Taribhiiva, > he explains, is ‘paritah swasya itare- 
sham bhavah.’ The first refers to the Nihilists, the second to the 
Lokayatikas ; or to Yerses 3 and 4 respectively. — T. 

IF It is by wisdom that all these results are achieved. Wisdom is 
the application of means for the accomplishment of en L. Nature, 
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and the low among beings are distinguished. It is by wis- . 
dom that the superior and the inferior ones among created 
objects are understood. It is wisdom or knowledge that is 
the highest refuge of all things .* 10 All the diverse kinds 
of created things have four kinds of birth. They are vivi- 
parous, oviparous, vegetables, and those born of filth . 11 
Creatures, again, that are mobile should be known to be 
superior to those that are immobile. It is consistent with 
reason that intelligent energy, inasmuch as it differen- 
tiates (all n on-intelligent matter), should be regarded as 
superior to (non-intelligent) matter.f 12 Mobile creatures, 
that are innumerable, are of two kinds, vis., those that have 
many legs and those that have two. The latter, however, 
are superior to the former . 13 Bipeds, again, are of two 
species, viz., those that live on land and those that are 
otherwise. Of these, the former are superior to the latter. 
The superior ones eat diverse kinds of cooked food.t 14 Bi- 
peds moving on land are of two kinds, viz., middling or 
intermediate, and those that are foremost. Of these, the 
middling or intermediate are regarded as superior (to the 

never rears palaces or produces vehicles and the divers other comforts 
that man enjoys. He that would rely upon Nature for these would 
never obtain them however long he might wait. The need for exertion, 
both mental and physical, and the success which crowns that exertion 
furnish the best answer, the speaker thinks, to both the Nihilists and 
the Lokayatikas. The word *tulyalakshanah > is skipped over by both 
the Bengali translators. — T. 

* By 'para, is meant the Chit or Soul, by avara, all else, i. e., non- 
ego or matter. The words Prajnri, Jnana, and Vidyfi are all, as used 
* here, equivalent. The second line of this Verse is wrongly rendered 
by both the Bengali translators, the Burdwan translator, as usual, 
not understanding the words of the gloss he quotes.— T. 

t It is difficult to render the word ekeshta as used here. Ordinarily 
it implies effort or action. It is plain, however, that here it stands 
for intelligent energy, implying both mental and physical effort or 
action, for its function is to distinguish or differentiate. — T. 

{ The itar&ni in 14 do not refer to Picachas as rendered by SI. P. 
Bingha, but to birds which are called K heehaw or denizens of the sky 
or air. Khechara may include Picachas, but these are also B hue haw 
or denizens of the surfaced the Earth. — T.„ 
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former) in consequence of their observance of the duties of 
The middling or intermediate ones are said to be 
of two kinds, viz., those that are conversant with duties, 
and those that are otherwise. Of those, the former are 
superior in consequence of their discrimination in respect of 
what should be done and what should not . 18 Those conver- 
sant with duties are said to be of two kinds, viz., those that 
are acquainted with the Yedas and those that are otherwise* 
Of these the former are superior, for the Yedas are said to 
dwell in them.*f 17 Those that are acquainted with the Yedas 
are said to be of two kinds, viz., those that lecture on the 
Yedas and those that are otherwise. Of these, the former, 
who are fully conversant with the Yedas, with the duties and 
the rites laid down- in them, and the fruits of those duties 
and rites, are superior in consequence of their publishing all 
those duties and rites. Indeed, all the Yedas with the duties 
laid down in them are said to flow from them . 18 * 19 Preceptors 
of the Yedas are of two kinds, viz., those that aro conversant 
with the Soul and those that are otherwise. Of these the 
former are superior in consequence of their knowledge of 
what is meant by Birth and Deaths 20 As regards duties, 
they are, again, oF two kinds, (viz., Pravritti and Nivritti), 
He who is conversant with duties is said to be omniscient 


* The Commentator' explains that for ascertaining who are utiamcs 
or foremost, the middling or intermediate ones are first spoken of and 
their distinctions mentioned in the following verses* Of course, the 
foremost are foremost, and the intermediate ones can never he supe- 
rior to them. For all that, the intermediate ones are observers of the 
duties of caste ; the foremost ones are not so, they having transcended 
such distinctions ; hence, tentatively, the ignorant or popular opinion 
is first taken, to the effect that the observers of caste are superior to 
those who do not observe J&tidharma.—T, 

t This probably means that as the Yedas had not been reduced to 
writing, their contents rested or dwelt in the memories of men versed 
in them. — T. 

f To understand what is birth and what is death, and to avoid birth 
(and, therefore, death), are the highest fruits of knowledge of the 
Soul. Those that have no knowledge of the Soul have to travel in a 
round of repeated rebirths*— T« 


266 


MAHABHARATA, 


[Mohtshadharm® 


or possessed of universal knowledge* Such a man is a Re-' 
nouncer a Such a man is firm in the accomplishment of his 
purposes. Such a man is truthful, pure (both outwardly and 
inwardly), and possessed of puissance.* 21 The gods know him 
for a Brahrnana who is devoted to knowledge of Brahma (and 
not him who is conversant with only the duties of Pravritti). 
Such a man is versed also in the Vedas and earnestly de- 
voted to the study of the SouLf 22 They that have true 
knowledge behold their own Soul as existing both in and 
out. Such men, O child, are truly regenerate and such men 
are gods4 23 Upon these rests this world of Beings, in them 
dwell this whole universe. There is nothing that is equal to 
their greatness, 24 Transcending birth and death and dis- 
tinctions and acts of every kind, they are the lords of the 
four kinds of creatures and are the equals of the Self-bora 
Mmself.l— ’ ” 26 


Section CCXXXVIIX. 

“ 'Vyasa said, — These then are the obligatory acts ordain- 
ed for Brahmanas. One possessed of knowledge always 
attains to success by going through (the prescribed) acts. 1 

* L e.j of power that comes of Yoga. — T. 

i The word para (the locative form of which is used here) always 
means that which is high or foremost. It is frequently employed to 
mean either Brahma or the Soul, and as Soul is regarded to be a part 
of Brahma,^ para has but one and the same meaning. The Burdwan 
translator takes it for “Scriptures other than the Yedas. 5 K. 3?. Singha 
skips over it. Of course, qav da- Brahma stands for the Yedas. — T. 

t To look upon everything in the univei’se as one 5 s own Soul is the* 
highest aspiration of a righteous person. It is yoga that enables one 
to attain to this highest ideal of existence. One who realises this is 
said to he a true Brahrnana, a really regenerate person, in fact, a god 
on Earth. Adhiyajna and Adhidaivata are words that signify the 
‘Soul, — t.' ’ 

■9 What the distinction is between anta and nulhan is not obvious. 
The Commentator is silent; K. P. Singha translates the verse cor- 
rectly. The Burdwan translator makes utter nonsense of the wcuvU 
in the second line. — T. 
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If no doubt arises in respect of acts, then acts done are sure 
to lead to success. The doubt to which we refer is this ; 
whether acts are obligatory or whether they are optional.* 2 
iLs regards this (doubt about the true character of acts, it 
should be said that) if acts are ordained for man for inducing 
knowledge (by which alone Brahma or Emancipation is to 
be attained, even then) they should be regarded as obliga- 
tory (and not optional). I shall now discourse on them by 
the light of inferences and experience. Listen to me.f 3 
With respect to acts some-men say that Exertion is their cause, 
Others say that Necessity is their cause. Others, again, main- 
tain that Nature is the cause. 4 Some say that acts are the 
result of both Exertion and Necessity. Some maintain that 
acts flow from Time, Exertion, and Nature. Some say that 
of the three, (viz,, Exertion, Necessity, and Nature), one 
only (and not the other two) is the cause. Some are of 
opinion that all three combined are the cause4 s Some per- 
sons that are engaged in the performance of acts say, with 
respect to all objects, that they exist, that they do not exist, 
that they cannot be said to exist, that they cannot be said 
not to exist, that it is not that they cannot be said to 


# Whether ‘karma is swabhava or jnanam , 5 means (as the Com- 
mentator explains) whether it is obligatory or optional. Mnanam , 3 of 
course, means here ‘jnana-janakam , 3 i. e leading to knowledge. Jlhow- 
ledge is essential to success or emancipation. If acts become necessary 
for leading to knowledge, the doubt may then arise that they cease 
be obligatory, for knowledge may be supposed to be attainable other- 
wise than by acts, K. P. Singha translates this verse correctly, the 
Burdwan translator incorrectly, and, as usual, misunderstands the gloss 
completely.— T. 

t The first line of J this verse is exceedingly terse. The 
tion, as explained by the Commentator, is c Tatra (samgave) purusham 
pratl Jnanam (jnanajanakam) chet (karma) syat, (tar hi) sa (eva) Veda- 
bidhih . 3 One cannot help admiring hNilakantha for his patience and 
ingenuity. — T. 

t ‘Daiva 3 is explained by the Commentator as ‘Graliah 3 
I think, it is used to signify some kind of blind force whose 
tin traceable. Hence, I render it Necessity. Writti 3 an 
dently Exertion, for 
is 4 samuchchayam 5 ox 


268 mahabhabata. [MoMiadharma 

exist, .and lastly, that it is not that they cannot be said not 
to exist, (These then are the diverse views entertained by 
men). They, however, that are Yogins, behold Brahma to 
be the universal cause . 6 The men of the Treta, the Dwa- 
para, and the Kali Yogas are inspired with , doubts. The 
men, however, of the Krita Yuga are devoted to penances, 
possessed of tranquil souls, and observant of righteousness ** 1 
In that age all men regard the Biehs, the Saraans, and the 
Yajushes as identical notwithstanding their apparent diver- 
sity. Analysing desire and aversion, they worship only 
penance.*f s Devoted to the practice of penances, steadfast 
in them, and rigid in their observance, one obtains the frui- 
tion of all desires by penances alone . 9 By penance one 
attains to that by becoming which one creates the universe. 
By penance one becomes that in consequence of which one 
becomes the puissant master of all things.t 10 That Brahma 
has been expounded in the declarations of the Yedas. For 
all that, Brahma is inconceivable by even those that are 
conversant with those declarations. Once more has Brahma 
been declared in the Vedanta. Brahma , however, cannot 
be beheld by means of acts.$ u The sacrifice ordained for 

* ‘Inspired with doubt , 3 with reference to the declarations of the 
Gratis. ‘Possessed . of tranquil souls/ i* e n not penetrated by doubts 
of any kind. — T« 

f In the Treta and the other Yagas people are seen professing at- 
tachment or devotion to one only of the Yedas and not to the others, 
be it the Biehs, the Banians,- or the Yajushes. The speaker, dis- 
satisfied with this, refers to the Krita age as one in which such differ- 
ences of faith were not observable. The men of that age regarded 
all the Yedas equally, and, in fact, as even identical. — T. 

.. % Jiva or Chit becomes puissant and succeeds in creating the uni- 

verse by means of penance. By penance. one attains to Brahma, and, 
therefore, universal puissance. This has been sufficiently explained in 
the previous Sections. — T. 

$ This is on© of the most important Yerses in this Section, for, m 
the Commentator explains, this furnishes the answer to the question 
proposed in the previous Section, viz., ‘what is that knowledge f In 
the Yedas both acts and knowledge, .have been spoken of,- In the 
-^gOTinee of acts* J^rahma, hap been represented as Indra and the other 
Bmkma t therefore,; as ; spoke.p of there, is‘gahana 5 or hidden to 
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Brahmanas consists in ywpa (meditation and recitation), 
that for Kshatriyas consists in the slaughter of (clean) ani- 
mals for the gratification of the deities ; that for Taisyas 
consists in the production of crops and the keep of domestic 
animals ; and that for Cadras in menial service of the three 
other orders . 12 By observing the duties laid down for him 
and by studying the Vedas and other scriptures, one be- 
comes a Dwija (regenerate). Whether one does any other 
act or not, one becomes a Brahman a by becoming the friend 
of all creatures ,* 13 In the beginning of Treta, the Vedas and 
sacrifices and the divisions of caste and the several modes 
of life existed in their entirety. In consequence, however, 
of the duration of life being decreased in Dwapara, those 
are overtaken by decline . 14 In the Dwapara age as also in 
the Kali, the Vedas are overtaken by perplexity. Towards 
the close of Kali again, it is doubtful if they ever become 
even visible to the eye/f u In that age, the duties of the 
respective orders disappear, and men become afflicted by 
iniquity. The juicy attributes of kine, of the earth, of water, 
and (medicinal and edible) herbs, disappear .^ 16 Through 
(universal) iniquity the Vedas disappear and with them all 
the duties inculcated in them as also the duties in respect 
of the four modes of life. They who remain observant of 
the duties of their own order become afflicted, and all mobile 
and immobile objects undergo a change for the worse .$ 17 As 


(or inconceivable by) even those that are conversant with that province 
or sphere of the Vedas. In the Vedanta, again, knowledge or Vidy& 
has been spoken of as the means by which to attain to Brahma . The 
knowledge or Yidya, therefore, which is the subject of the question, 
is not what is implied by Pravritti dharma or by Niwitti as used in 
Verse 2 of the previous Section. — T. _ 

* The second line of this verse corresponds with the second line of 
Verse 87 of Chap. II of Maim. — T. 

t .‘They are seen and not seen 1 is an idiomatic expression for f be< 
coming invisible. 7 — T. h 

. | i. e.y kine do not yield copious and sweet milk ; the soil ceases to 
be fertile ; water ceases to be sweet-; and the medicinal and edible 
herbs lose their, virtues of healing as also their flavour.-^-T, • 

: ■$ The Commentator thinks that, ^w^b^tpaasthah 1 is cdnnecte<t 
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the showers of heaven cause all products of the Earth to 
grow, after the same manner the Vedas, in every age, cause 
all the angas to grow .* 18 . Without doubt, Time assumes 
diverse shapes. It has neither beginning nor end. It is 
Time which produces all creatures and again devours them. 
I have already spoken of it to thee . 19 Time is the origin of 
all creatures ; Time is that which makes them grow ; Time 
is that which is their destroyer • and lastly it is Time that 
is their ruler. Subject to pairs of opposites (such as heat 
and cold, pleasure and pain, &c.), creatures of infinite variety 
rest on Time according to their own natures (without being 
otherwise than what they have been ordained by supreme 
Brahma ). + 20 


Section CCXXXIX. 

« Bhishma said, — 'Thus addressed (by his sire), Cuka, 
highly applauding these instructions of the great JRishi , set 
himself about asking the following question relating to the 
import of duties that lead to Emancipation . 1 

“ ‘Cuka said, — By what means doth one possessed of wis- 
dom, conversant with the Vedas, observant of sacrifices, en- 
dued with wisdom, and free from malice, succeeds in -attain- 
ing to Brahma which is incapable of being apprehended by 
either direct evidence or inference, and unsusceptible of being 
indicated by the Vedas ? 2 Asked by me, tell me by what 


with { a§ramah 3 in the first line. I prefer the more obvious construc- 
tion.— T. . ■ v- W" : ; ' 7 

* f Yarshati 3 means 'Piishnati*’ Angani 3 means the observances 
necessary for the practice of Yoga as also all kinds of rites and vows. 
The Yedas cause these to grow, and they, in their turn, aid all 
Students’ of the Vedas in achieving their purposes. — T. 

t ‘Prabhavah 3 is ‘uttpattih 3 or origin ; £ sthfmam J is ‘poshanam.* 
Both the Yarnacular translators skip over the last word, thinking that 
'prabhavasth&nam 3 is one word. The Commentator notices them as 
separate. In the beginning of the second line, yaira is understood. 
*Swabhavena 3 is explained by the Commentator as c Bralmiab h a v en a, na 
tu vikritena rupena , 3 I think the explanation is correct, and hav& 
adopted it accordingly in the lie-xt.—T* ' * ‘ 
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means Is Brahma to be apprehended ? Is It by penance, by 
Brahmacharyya, by renunciation of everything, by Intelli- 
gence, by aid of the Sankhya philosophy, or by Yoga ? 3 By 
what means may what kind of singleness of purpose be- 
attained by men, with respect to both, viz., the mind and the 
senses ? It behoovath thee to expound all this to me !* — 4 

“ ‘Vyasa said, — No man ever attains to success by means 
other than the acquisition of knowledge, the practice of 
penances, the subjugation of the senses, and renunciation of 
everything-t 5 The great entities (five in number) represent 
the first (or initial) creation of the Self-born. They have 
been very largely placed In embodied creatures included In 
the world of life.$ G The bodies of all embodied creatures are 
derived from earth. Their humours are from water. Their 
eyes are said to be derived from light. Prana, Apana, (and 
the three other vital breaths,) have the wind for their refuge. 
And, lastly, all unoccupied apertures within them (such as 
the nostrils, the cavities of the ear, &c.,) are of Space . 7 In 
the feet (of living creatures) is Vishn.u. In their arms Is 
Indra. Within the stomach is Agni desirous of eating. In 
the ears are the points of the horizon (or the compass) re- 
presenting the sense of hearing. In the tongue is speech 
which Is SaraswatL $ 8 The ears, skin, eyes, tongue, and nose 
forming the fifth, are said to be the senses of knowledge. 
These exist for the purposes of apprehension of their res-: 

* s Yatha 5 in the first line of Verse 4 means, as the Commentator 
explains, 'yat prakarakam.’ — T. 

t The Commentator points out that by these four words the four 
modes of life are indicated. — T. 

J The Commentator explains that this means that amongst em- 
bodied creatures they that are ignorant take those great entities which 
really non-ego for either the ego or its possessions. — T. 

■ $ The Commentator explains that the object of this Verse is to 

show that the Yoga view of the Soul being only the enjoy er but not 
the actor, is not correct. On the other hand, the Sankhya view of the 
Soul being neither the enjoy er nor the actor, is true. The deities, 
remaining in the several senses, act and enjoy. It is through igno- 
rance that the Soul ascribes to itself their enjoyments and their 
actions.— T. ■ - v vy 
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are pervaded by it .* * * §20 When a living creature beholds his 
own Soul In all things, and all things In his own Soul, he 
Is said to attain to BrakwM* 1 One occupies that much of 

the Supreme Soul as Is commensurate with what Is occupied 

In one's own soul by Vedic sound/f He that can always 
realise the identity of all things with his own self certainly 
•attains to Immortality . 22 The very gods are stupified In the 
track of that trackless man who constitutes himself the soul 
of all creatures, who is engaged in the good of all beings, 
and who desires to attain to ( Brahma which is) the final 
refuge ^of all things ).^ 22 Indeed, the track which is pursued 
by men of knowledge Is as invisible as that of birds in the 
sky or of fish in water . 24 Time, of its own power, cooks 
all entities within itself. No one, however, knows That in 
which Time, in its turn, is Itself coobedj 26 That (of which 
I speak) does not occur above, or in the middle or below, or 
In transverse or in any other direction. That is no tangible 
entity is not to be found in any place .*! 26 All these worlds 
are within That. There is nothing in these worlds that 
exists out of That, Even If one goes on ceaselessly with 
the celerity of a shaft impelled from the bow-string , 27 even 


* -In rendering this word tatam (where it occurs in the Gita), it has 
been shown that to take it as equivalent to ‘spread’ is incorrect. In 
such connections, it is evident that it means ‘pervaded.’ — T. 

t If I have understood the gloss aright, this is what the first line of 
21 means. ‘Vedatma’ is explained as Vedic sound, i, e ., the instruc- 
tions inculcated in the Vedas. The word ‘afcma’ in the second clause 
means simply oneself or a person or individual. The sense then is 
this. The Vedas teach that all is one’s soul. The extent to which one 
succeeds in realising this is the measure of one’s attainment of Brahma . 
If one can realise it fully, one attains to Brahma fully. If partially, 
one’s attainment of Brahma also is partial. — T. 

t The track of such a person, it is said, is as invisible as the skies. 
The Commentator explains that the very gods become stupified in 
respect of the object which such a man seeks, that object, of course, 
being Brahma. — , 

§ That, of course, in which Time is cooked, is Brahma.— -T. 

1 By this the speaker says that Brahma is not be found in afiy 
particular spot however holy. — T. 
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if one goes on with the speed of the mind itself, one would 
not still reach the end of that which is the cause of all 
this.* * * § That is so gross that there is nothing grosser ; 23 
His hands and feet extend everywhere. His eyes, head, and’ 
face are everywhere. His ears are everywhere in the uni- 
verse. He exists overwhelming all things , 29 That is minut- 
er than the minutest, that is the heart of all entities. 
Existing, without doubt, that is still imperceptible . 30 Ini- 
destructible and destructible,— these are the dual forms of 
existence of the (Supreme) Soul. In all mobile and immo- 
bile entities the existence' it displays is destructible ; while 
the existence it displays in Ghaitanya, is celestial,, immor* 
tal, and indestructible . 31 Though the lord of all existent 
beings both mobile and immobile, though inactive and 
divested of attributes, it enters nevertheless the well-known 
mansion of nine doors and becomes engaged in action. j- s * 
Men of wisdom who are capable of beholding the other 
shore say that the Unborn (or the Supreme Soul) becomes 
invested with the attribute of action in consequence of 
motion, pleasure and pain, variety of form, and the nine 
well-known possessions .^ 33 That indestructible Soul which 
is said to be invested with the attribute of action is nothing 
else than that indestructible Soul which is said to be 
inactive. A person of knowledge, by attaining to that 
indestructible essence, gives up for good both life and 
birth,—’ " ■ 


* Because Brahma is infinite, — T. 

t ‘Niyatah/ is expiained by the Commentator as ‘achanchalah,’ and 
«Ya 9 i 5 as without the fault of ‘ap&dhi.* ‘Hansati, i. e., Gacheehati ite, 1 
lienee ‘gatimau.’ — T. 

J The sense is that the Soul residing within the body is identical 
with the Supreme Soul, and men of wisdom fvnlv irnnJ 

§ The construction is ‘Hansoktancha yaf 
stham aksharamf meaning that there is no c 
and Paramafcman, Both are identical— 7, 
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‘“Vyasa said,— O excellent son, asked by thee, I have 
told the9 truly what the answer to thy question should be 
according to the doctrine of Knowledge as expounded- in 
the Sankhya system I 1 Listen now to me as I expound to 
thee all that should be done (for the same end) according to 
the Yoga doctrine. The uniting together of Intellect and 
Mind, and all the Senses, 2 and the all-pervading Soul is said 
to be Knwoledge of the foremost kind. That Knowledge 
should be acquired (through the preceptors aid) by one that 
Is of a tranquil disposition, that has mastered his senses, that 
Is capable (by meditation) of turning his gaze on the Soul, 
that takes a pleasure in (such) meditation, that is endued with 
intelligence and pure in acts. One should seek to acquire 
this Knowledge by abandoning those five impediments of 
Yoga which are known to the wise, 2 '* viz., desire, wrath, 
cupidity, fear, and sleep. Wrath is conquered by tranquil- 
lity of disposition. Desire is conquered by giving up all 
purposes. 5 By reflecting with the aid of the understand- 
ing^ upon topics worthy of reflection,* one endued with 
patience succeeds in abandoning sleep. By steady en- 
durance one should restrain one’s organs of generation 
and the stomach (from unworthy, or sinful indulgence). 
One should protect one’s hands and feet by (using) one’s 
eye3. 6 One should protect one’s eyes and ears by the aid of 
ones mind, and one’s mind and speech by one’s acts. One 
should avoid fear by heedfulness, and pride by waiting 
■upon the wise. 7 Subduing procrastination, one should, by 
these means, subdue these impediments of Yoga. One should 
pay one’s adorations to fire and the Brahmanas, and one 
should bow one’s head to the deities. 8 One should avoid all 
kinds of inauspicious discourse, and speech that is fraught 
^ith malice, and words that are painful to other minds. 
ffmfona is the e ffulgent seed (of everything). It is, again, 

* ‘Sittweaa’ is explained as 'by intelligence or the understanding.’— T, 


Parva.l 


CANTI PAEYA, 


the essence of that seed whence is all this ,^ 9 Brahma be- 
came the eye, in the form of this mobile and immobile uni- 
verse, of all entities that took birfch.f Meditation, study, 
gift, truth, modesty, simplicity, forgiveness, iQ purity of 
body, purity of conduct, and subjugation of the senses, 
these enhance one’s energy, which (when enhanced) destroys 
one’s sins . 11 By behaving equally towards all creatures and 
by living in contentment upon what is acquired easily 
and without effort, one attains to the fruition of all one’s 
objects and succeeds in obtaining knowledge . 12 Cleansed 
of all sins, endued with energy, abstemious in diet, with 
senses under complete control, one should, after having sub- 
dued both desire and wrath, seek to attain to Brahma.$ l * 
Firmly uniting the senses and the mind (having drawn 
them away from all external objects), with gaze fixed in- 
wards, one should, in the still hours of evening or in those 
before dawn, place one’s mind upon the understanding . 14 
If even one of the five senses of a human being be kept 
unrestrained, all his wisdom may be seen to escape through 
it like water through an unstopped hole at the bottom of 
a leathern bag . 15 The mind in the first instance should be 
sought to be restrained by the Yogin after the manner of a 
fisherman seeking at the outset to render that one among the 
fish powerless from which there is the greatest danger to 
his nets. Having first subdued the mind, the Yogin should 
then proceed to subdue his ears, then his eyes, then hi& 

* The construction, as explained by the Commentator, is ‘Brahma 
tejomayam gukram ; yasya §ukrasya sarvam idam tasyapi Brahma 
rasah.’ The last word means ‘sarah’. — T. 

f Both the Vernacular translators have skipped over this line. The 
meaning is this ; Brahma opened his eyes for becoming many, as the 
Gratis declare, and thereupon he became many. Thus, as the Com- 
mentator explains, ‘Ikshana-kartfitfcena sarv&tmakatwam gatam,* o t 
‘by a glance Brahma became the Soul of all things mobile and im- 
mobile. — T. 

t The Commentator explains that ‘Brabmanah padam 1 means ‘pra- 
kritim.* He thinks, therefore, that the last clause of the second line 
means “should seek to subdue prahriti which is the s iayastb£naI^l , of 
, mahattattwa, , v I prefer the obvious sense of the words, -^T. 
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tongue, and then his nose. 1 ® Having restrained these, he 
should fix them on the mind. Then withdrawing the mind 
from all purposes, he should fix it on the understanding. 17 
Indeed, having restrained the five senses, the Yati should 
fix them on the mind. When these with the mind for their 
sixth become concentred in the understanding/ 8 and thus 
concentred remain steady and untroubled, then Brahma 
becomes perceptible like a smokeless fire of biasing flames 
or the Sun of effulgent radiance. 19 Indeed, one then be- 
holds in oneself one’s soul like lightning -fire in the skies. 
Everything then appears in it and it appears in everything 
in consequence of its infinitude. 20 Those high-sou led Brah- 
manas that are possessed of wisdom, that are endued with 
fortitude, that are possessed of high knowledge, and that 
are engaged in the good of all creatures, succeed in behold- 
ing it. 21 Engaged in the observance of austere vows, the 
Yogin who conducts himself thus for six months, seated by 
himself on an isolated spot, succeeds in attaining to an 
equality with the Indestructible.* 22 Annihilation, extension, 
power to present varied aspects in the same person or body, 
celestial scents, and sounds, and sights, the most agreeable 
sensations of taste and touch, pleasurable sensations of 
coolness and warmth, equality with the wind/ 3 capability of 
understanding (by inward light) the meaning of scriptures 
and every work of genius, companionship of celestial dam- 
sels,— -acquiring all these by Yoga the Yogin should dis- 
regard them and merge them all in the Understanding.-^ 24 
Restraining speech and the senses one should practise Yoga 

* ‘Parimitam Kalanfi is explained by the Commentator as equivalent 
to six months as the grutis declare. —T. 

i These 2 Yerses set forth the Yoga ideal. By the practice of Yoga 
all these are capable of being acquired or attained. But then the Yogin 
to be led away by those valuable possessions is said 
to fall in hell, for enjoyment of this kind is nothing but hell compared 
to the high object for which Yogins should strive. Pramoha, Bhrama, 
and Avarfca, are technical terms. Equality with the wind means speed 
of motion, power to disappear at will, and capacity to move through 
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during the hours after dusk, the hours before dawn, and 
at dawn of day”, seated on a mountain summit, or at the 
foot of a goodly tree, or with a tree before him .* 26 Res- 
training all the senses within the heart, one should, 
with faculties concentred, think on the Eternal and Indes- 
tr actio le like a man of the world thinking of wealth and 
other valuable possessions. One should never, while prac- 
tising Yoga, withdraw one’s mind from it . 26 One should 
with devotion betake oneself to those means by which one 
may succeed in restraining the mind that is very restless. 
One should never permit oneself to fall away from it . 27 
With the senses and the mind withdrawn from everything 
else, the Yogin (for practice) should betake himself to empty 
caves of mountains, to temples consecrated to the deities, 
and to empty houses or apartments, for living there . 28 One 
should not associate with another in either speech, act, or 
thought. Disregarding all things, and eating very abstemi- 
ously, the Yogin should look with an equal eye upon objects 
acquired or lost . 29 He should behave after the same manner 
towards one that praises and one that censures him. He 
should not seek the good or the evil of one or the other . 50 
He should not rejoice at an acquisition or suffer anxiety 
when he meets with failure or loss. Of uniform behaviour 
towards all beings, he should imitate the wind.f 21 Unto 
one whose mind is thus turned to itself, who leads a life of 
purity, and who casts an equal eye upon all things,— indeed, 
unto one who is ever engaged in Yoga thus for even six 
months , — Brahma as represented by sound appears very 
vividly .^ 32 Beholding all men afflicted with anxiety (on 


* A ‘chaitya* is a sacred or a large tree which stands firm on its roots 
and about which all round a platform of earth is raised. ‘Vriksh&gra 9 
means ‘in the front of a tree, 9 probably implying ‘under the shade of its 
spreading branches’. — T. 

t The Commentator explains that he should imitate the wind by' 
becoming ‘asangah, 9 i, e., unattached to all things. ‘Aniketah* means 
without a house or fixed abode. — T. 

t It is difficult to understand what is meant by ‘Cavda-Brahmat?. 
vartate. 9 I follow the Commentator. ‘Brahma as represented by sound, 
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account of earning wealth and comfort), the Yogxn should 
view a clod of earth, a piece of stone, and a lump of gold 
with an equal eye* Indeed, he should withdraw himself 
from this path (of earning wealth), cherishing an aversion 
for it, and never suffer himself to be stupified . 33 Even if a 
person happens to belong to the inferior order, even if one 
happens to be a woman, both of them, by following in the 
track indicated above, will surely attain to the highest 
end .* 34 He that has subdued his mind beholds in his own 
self, by the aid of his own understanding the Increate, An- 
cient, Undeteriorating, and Eternal Brahma , — That, viz., 
which cannot be attained to except by fixed senses, — That 
which is subtiler than the most subtile, and grosser than 
the most gross, and which is Emancipations self. f — 5 

“ ‘Bhishma continued, — 'By ascertaining from the mouths 
of preceptors and by themselves reflecting with their minds 
upon these words of the great and high-souled Rishi spoken 
so properly, persons possessed of wisdom attain to that 
equality (about which the scriptures say) with Brahman 
himself, till, indeed, the time when the universal dissolution 
comes that swallows up all existent beings 


is, of course, 'Pranavah 3 or ‘Om, s the mystic monosyllable standing for 
the trinity. K, P. Singha, taking ‘Cayda-Brahma 3 for an accusative, 
regards it as implying, — 'such a man transcends all Yedic rites, 3 This 
is precisely the meaning attached to it by the Commentator where it 
occurs in Yerse 7 of Sec. 236 ante. — T. 

* The inferior order here refered to is, of course, the Cudra order. 
The Commentator points out that whereas only the three superior orders 
are regarded to be eligible for the study of Sankhva and for inculca- 
tion of such Crutis as 'Tattwamasi 3 (That thou art), here Yyasa lays 
down that as regards the Yoga path, all are eligible to betake them* 
selves to it. — T. 

t 'Fixed senses, 3 i . e when the senses are fixed on the mind and thp 
mind on the understanding. 'Ajaram 3 is immutable or unchanging, or 
that in which there is no change for the worse (or for the better). By 
subtility is indicated the incapacity of being apprehended, and by 

$ T&e 'anu 3 in 'anudri^ya 3 is explained as < Guruvachanamanu. , Tbi* 
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Section CCXLI. 

“ 'Cuka said, — The declarations of the Vedas are twofold. 
They once lay down the command, — Do. all acts. — They 
also indicate (the reverse, saying),— Give up acts.— I ask,— 
Whither do persons go by the aid of Knowledge and whither 
by the aid of acts ?* 1 I desire to hear this. Do tell me this. 
Indeed, these declarations about knowledge and acts are dis- 
similar and even contradictory. 2 — ’ 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘Thus addressed, the son of Para- 
<jara said these words unto his son I shall expound to 
thee the two paths, viz., the destructible and the indes- 
tructible, depending respectively upon acts and knowledge. 
Listen with concentrated attention, O child, to me as I tell 
thee the place that is reached by one with the aid of know- 
ledge, and that other place which is reached with the aid of 
acts. The difference between these two places is as great as 
the limitless sky. 8 -* The question that thou hast asked me 
has given me as much pain as an atheistic discourse gives to 
a man of faith. 5 These are the two paths upon which the 
Vedas are established : the duties (acts) indicated by Fra- 
vritti, and those based on Nivritti that have been treated 
of sq excellently. f* By acts a living creature is destroyed. 
By knowledge, however, he becomes emancipated. For this 
reason, Yogins who behold the other side of the ocean of 
life never betake themselves to acts. 7 Through acts one is 
forced to take rebirth, after death, with a body composed of 
the six and ten ingredients. Through knowledge, however, 
one becomes transformed into that which is Eternal, Un- 



seeras to be the true meaning, otherwise ‘avekshya’ would be pleonastic, 
‘5bhuta.gar.im’ is ‘bhutasaijnplavaparyantam,’ i. e , till the destruction 
of ail Iv.dm's. ‘Imam’ is ‘castraprasiddhara.’— 1 T. 

, . * The Vedas proclaim the efficacy of both acts and knowledge. Acta 
are not laid down for those that have knowledge. — T. 

’ *1" ‘oubhashitah’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘ayam tu paramo 
dliarmah yat yogena 5tma. darganam,’ — T. 
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manifest, anc! Immutable.® One class of persons, that are 
■however of little intelligence, applaud acts. Inconsequence 
•of this they have to assume bodies (one after another) cease- 
lessly.” Those men whose perceptions are keen in respect of 
duties and who have attained to that high understanding 
(which leads to knowledge), never applaud acts even as 
persons that depend for their drinking water upon the supply 
of streams never applaud wells and tanks. 10 The fruit that 
one obtains of acts consists of pleasure and pain, of exist- 
ence and non-existence. By knowledge one attains to that 
whither there is no occasion for grief ; u whither one becomes 
freed from both birth and death ; whither one is not subject 
to decrepitude; whither one transcends the state of con- 
scious existence ;* IS whither is Brahmu, which is Supreme, 
Un manifest, immutable, ever-existent, imperceptible, above 
the reach of pain, immortal, and transcending destruction ; 13 
whither all become freed from the influence of all pairs oppo- 
sites (like pleasure and pain, &c.), as also of wish or pur- 
pose.f Reaching .that stage, they cast equal eyes on every- 
thing, become universal friends and devoted to the good of 
all creatures. There is a wide gulf, 0 son, between one 
devoted to knowledge and one devoted to acts. 14 Know 
that the man of knowledge, without undergoing destruction 
remains existent for ever like the moon on the last flay of the 
dark fortnight existing in a subtile (but undestroyed) form. 15 
The great lliuki (Yajnavalkya in Vrihadaranyaka) has said 
this more elaborately. As regards the man devoted to acts, 
Bis nature may be inferred from beholding the ne\v : born 
ntoon which appears like a bent thread in the firmament.* 18 
Know, 0 son, that the person of acts takes rebirth with a 
body with eleven entities, for its ingredients, that are the 


> * ,' Na Vartafce ’ does not mean ‘annihilated,’ but, as the Commentator 
explains, ‘aham aami iti 11a j/Lnati atmanam.’— T. 

k/tm'-T™ kaman& ’ " 6Xplained by the Commentator as %an. 

* { The meaning is this the man of acts is like the newborn moon* 
■ i, subject to growth and decay, —T,- 
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results of modification, ana wixn a suotne iorm max re- 
presents a total of six and ten * 17 The deity who take’s 
refuge in that (material) form, like a drop of water on a 
lotus leaf, should be known as Eshetrojna (Soul), which is* 
Eternal, and which succeeds by Yoga in transcending both 
the mind and the understanding .*^ 8 Tamas, Rajas,, and 
Satfcwa are the attributes of the Understanding. The un* 
ders tan ding is the attribute of the individual soul residing, 
within the body. The individual soul, in its turn, comes 
from tho Supreme Soult 19 The body with the soul is said 
to be the attribute of jiva* It is jiva that acts- and causes 
all bodies to live. He who has created the seven worlds is 
said by those that are acquainted with what Is Kshetra (and, 


Section GOXLII 


« ‘Cuka said,— I have now understood that there are two 
kinds of creation, viz., one commencing with ksham , (which 
is universal), and which is from the (universal) Soul. The 
other, consisting of the senses with their objects, Is trace- 
able to the puissance of the Understanding. This last trans- 
cends the other and Is regarded to be the foremost.§ L I desire* 


* Tins has been explained in a previous Section.:— T. 
t The Soul resides in the body without partaking any of the attri- 
butes of the body. 3 1 is, therefore,, likened to a drop of water on a 
lotus leaf, which, though on the leaf, is not yet attached to it, inso- 
much that it may go off without at all soaking or drenching any part of 
the leaf. 1 Yog a j 1 1 a t m a ka rn 1 is ‘yogena Jito niruddka atrna cbifctam yena 
tarn, 3 as explained by the Commentator. — T. 

t Literally, ‘Tamas and Bajas and Sitfcwa have the attribute of 
Jiva for their essence. 1 The particular attribute of Jiva here referred to- 
is the ‘Jnanamava kosha. 5 Jiva, again, is an accident of the Souk 
The Soul comes from the Supreme Soul. Thus the chain of existence is 
traced to the Supreme Soul. In Verse 20 again it is said that the body* 
Which by itself is inanimate, when it exists with the Soul, is an accident 
of Jiva as uninvested with attributes. — T. 

| I follow Nilakantha substantially in his interpretation of this 
Wke, Two kinds of creation are here referred to as those of wkJ$k ; 



*dehafc/ The second line may also mean ‘having cast o 
coaseiguaaeas ot body, I shall behold my own Soul.’— X, 


Vy&sa has spoken in the previous Sections. The'- first is ‘Kshar&fc pra- 
■fohriti yah sargah,’ meaning that creation which consists of the four 
and twenty entities commencing with ‘Kshara 5 or Prakriti. The other 
creation, consisting of the senses with their objects, represents ‘bud- 
dhaicwaryya 5 or the puissance of the ‘buddhi , 5 these being all ‘buddhi* 
kalpitah . 5 This second creation is also ‘atisargab , 5 which means, accord- 
ing to the Commenfca tor, ‘atkrisbtah’ and which is also ‘pradhanah 5 or 
foremost, the reason being ‘ban dhakat warn’ or its power to bind all 
individuals. I take ‘atisargan 5 to mean ‘derivative creation,’ the second 
kind of creation being derived from or based upon the other, or (as I 
have put it in the text) transcends or overlies the other. — T. 

* In is explained in previous Sections how the course of righteous- 
ness is regulated by the character of the particular Yuga that sets in. — TV 

t Vyasa has already explained the character of the two apparently 
hostile declarations. The meaning of Cuka’s question, therefore, is that 
if the two declarations are only apparently hostile, —if, as explained 
in the Gita, they are identical, — how is that identify to be clearly 
ascertained ? The fact is, Cuka wishes his sire to explain the topic more 
clearly. — T. 

J ‘The course of conduct of human beings , 5 i c?., the distinctions 
„ titween right and wrong. ‘Vimuktatma 5 is taken by the Commentator 
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however, to once more hear of that course of righteousness 
which runs in this world, regulated by the virtue of Time 
and according to which all good men frame their conduct .* 2 
In the Vedas there are both kinds of declarations, viz,, do 
{sets and avoid acts. How shall I succeed in ascertaining the 
propriety of this or that ? It behooveth thee to expound 
this clearly.f 3 Having obtained, through thy instructions, 
a thorough knowledge of the course of conduct of human 
beings, having purified myself by the practice of only right- 
eousness, and having cleansed my understanding, I shall, 
after casting off my body, behold the indestructible Soul.t 4 — 
“ ‘Vyasa said, — The course of conduct that was first es- 
tablished by Brahman himself was duly observed by the 
wise and pious persons of old, viz., the great Risk is of 
ancient times/’ The great Poishis conquer all the worlds by 
the practice of Brahmaeharyya. Seeking all things that are 
good for himself by fixing the mind on the understand- 
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In a* * fl practising severe austerities by residing in the forest 
and subsisting on fruit and roots, by treading on sacred 
spots, by. practising universal benevolence , 7 and by going 
on bis rounds of mendicancy at the proper time to the huts 
of forest recluses when these become smokeless and the 
sound of the husking rod is hushed, a person succeeds in 
attaining to Brahma.^ Abstaining from flattery and from 
bowing thy head to others, and avoiding both good and evil, 
live thou in the forest by thyself, appeasing hunger by any 
means that comes by the way . — 9 

“ <Guka said, — The declarations of the Yedas (already 
referred to in respect of acts) are, in the opinion of the vul- 
gar, contradictory. Whether this is authoritative or that 
is so, when there is this conflict, how can they be said to be 
scriptural ?t 10 I desire to hear this : how can both be re- 
garded as authoritative ? How, indeed, can Emancipation 
be obtained without violating the ordinance about the obli- 
gatory character of acts ? u — * 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Thus addressed, the son of Gan- 
dhavabi, viz., the Mshi, applauding these words of his son 
possessed of immeasurable energy, replied unto him, saying 
the following . 12 

“ ‘Yyasa said, — One that is a Brahmacharin, one that 
leads a life of domesticity, one that is a forest recluse, and 
one that leads a life of (religious) mendicancy, all reach the 
same high end by duly observing the duties of their res- 

* I do not follow* the Commentator in bis interpretation of this 
— T. 

t ‘When the huts become smokeless,’ i, e when the cooking and 
the eating of the inmates are over. ‘When the sound of the husking 
rod is hushed,’ i «*, when the pestle for cleaning rice no longer works, 
and consequently when the inmates are not likely to be able to give 
much to the mendicant, — T. 

X There is an apparent conflict between the two declarations. If 
both are authoritative, they cannot be regarded to be scriptural declara- 
tions in consequence of their conflict. If one is so and the other not so, 
the scriptural character of the latter at least is lost. The scriptures 
, cannot but be certain and free from fault. How then (the question 
y proceeds) is the scriptural character of both to be maintained 7— T. 
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pective modes of life . 15 Or, if one and the same person, 
freed from desire and aversion, practises (one after another) 
all these four modes of life according to the ordinances 
that have been laid down, he is certainly fitted (by such- 
conduct) to understand Brahma , u The four modes of life 
constitute a ladder or flight of steps. That flight is attach- 
ed to Brahma . By ascending that flight one succeeds in 
reaching the region of Brahma . 15 For the fourth part of 
his life, the Brahmacharin, conversant with the distinctions 
of duty and freed from malice, should live with his preceptor 
or his preceptor’s son. 1 ® While residing in the preceptor's- 
house, he should go to bed after the preceptor has gone to* 
his, and rise therefrom before the preceptor rises from his.* 
All such acts again as should be done by the disciple, as also 
those which should be done by a menial servant / 7 should be 
accomplished by him. Finishing these, he should humbly 
take his stand by the side of the preceptor. Skilled in every 
kind of work, he should conduct himself like a menial ser- 
vant, doing every act for his preceptor / 3 Having accom- 
plished all acts (without leaving any portion undone), he 
should study, sitting at the feet of his preceptor, with eager 
desire to learn. He should always behave with simplicity, 
avoid evil speech, and take lessons only when his preceptor 
invites him for it.f 19 Become pure in body and mind, and 
acquiring cleverness and other desirable virtues, he should 
now and then speak what is agreeable. Subduing his senses, 
he should look at his preceptor without eyes of longing 
curiosity ^- 0 He should never eat before his preceptor has 


* The Bard wan translator makes a ridiculous blun dev in rendering 
‘Jaghanya^avi/ which he takes to mean ‘sleeping on a wretched bed,® 
‘Jaghanya 5 implies, here as elsewhere, subsequence in point of time,— T. 

t Bull the Vernacular translators have misunderstood die last part 
of the second line. It does not mean that the disciple should approach 
the preceptor when summoned, implying that he should be prompt to- 
answer the summons, but that he should not disturb his preceptor by 
damouriug for lessons or instruction. He should go to his preceptor for 
r only when his preceptor summons him for it. — T, 

— f Meaning, he should cast submissive dr humble glances instead of 

„ t taring, boldly -or ruddy.— T. - * 
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'eaten ; never drink before his preceptor has drunk ; never 
sit down before his preceptor has sat down ; and never go to 
bed before his preceptor has gone to bed.- 1 He should 
gently touch his preceptors feet with upturned palms, the 
right foot with the right hand and the left foot with the 
left. 22 Reverentially saluting the preceptor, he should say 
unto him 0 illustrious one, teach me ! 1 shall accomplish 
this (work), O illustrious one ! This (other work) I have 
already accomplished! O regenerate one, I am ready to 
accomplish whatever else thy reverend self may be pleased 
to command P — Having said all this, and having duly 
offered himself unto him (thus), he should accomplish what- 
ever acts of his preceptor wait for accomplishment, and 
having completed them inform the preceptor once more of 
their completion. 24 Whatever scents or tastes the Brahma- 
charin may abstain from while actually leading a life of 
Brahmaeharyya may be used by him after his return from the 
preceptor’s abode. This is consistent with the ordinance. 25 
Whatever observances have been elaborately laid down fof 
Brahmacharins (in the scriptures) should all be regularly 
practised by him. He should, again, be always near his 
preceptor (ready within call). 28 Having contributed to his 
preceptor’s gratification in this way to the best of his powers, 
4he disciple should, from that mode of life, pass into the 
others (one after another) and practise the duties of each. 27 
Having ythus) passed a fourth part of his life in the study 
of the Yedas, and observance of vows and fasts, and having 
given the preceptor the (final) fee, the disciple should, accord- 
ing to the ordinance, take his leave and return home (for 
.entering into a life of domesticity.* 28 Then, having taken 
spouses, obtaining them in the ways indicated in the ordinan- 
ces, and having carefully established the domestic fire, he 


* Learning was never sold in this country in ancient times. The 
final fee is not a return for the services of the preceptor but a token of 
gratitude from the pupil Its value depended upon the ability of the 
disciple, though there are stories in the scriptures of disciples coming to 
grief on account of their persistent forwardness in pressing ihe accept- 
ance of this fee. I ide the story of Gr Slava in the TJdyoga Tartan. — T, 
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should, observant all the while of vows and fasts, become a 
house-holder and pass the second period of life.— 


Section COXLIIL 

*“Vyasa said,— ‘Observant of meritorious vows, the house- 
holder for the second period of his life, should dwell in his 
house ’having taken spouses according to the ways indicated 
in the ordinance and having established a fire (of his own).* 

As regards the domestic mode of life, four kinds of conduct 
have been laid down by the learned. The first consists of 
keening a store of grain sufficient to last for three years. 
The second consists of keeping a store to last for one year/ 
The third consists of providing for the day without thinking 
of the morrow. The fourth consists of collecting gram after 
the manner of the pigeon.* Of these, each succeeding one 
is superior in point of merit to that which precedes it, ac- 
cording to what has been laid down in the script ures-f' A 
householder observing the first kind of conduct may practise 
all the six well-known duties ( »t* sacrifice on his own 
account, sacrifice on that of others, teaching, learning, 
making gifts, and accepting gifts). He who observes the 
second kind of conduct should practise three only of these 
duties {viz., learning, giving, and taking). He who observes 
the third kind of conduct should practise only two of the 
duties of domesticity {viz., learning and giving). The house- 
holder practising the fourth kind of domesticity should ob- 
serve only one duty {viz,, learning the scriptures). The 
duties of the householder are all said to be exceeding y 
meritorious. The householder should never cook . any food 
for only his own use ; nor should he slaughter amma s ( or 


* The fourth kind of conduct, called ‘Mpoti,’ is also called Wha.> 
It consists of collecting such seeds of grain as have fallen down from the 
ears and as have been abandoned by the reapers.— T. 

+ Thus the second is more meritorious than the first, the third than 
the second, and the fourth than the third. The fourth or la^t, therefore, 
is the first in point of merit. — X, 
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food) except In sacrifices .* 5 If It be an animal which the 
householder desires to kill (for food), or if it be a tree 
which he wishes to cut down (for fuel), he should do 
either act according to the ritual laid down in the Yojushes 
for that much is due to both animate and inanimate existen- 
ces* The householder should never sleep during the day, or 
during the first part of the night, or during the last part? 
thereof . 6 He should never eat twice between morning and 
evening, and should never summon his wife to bed except in 
her season. In his house, no Brahmana should be suffered to 
remain unfed or unworshipped . 7 He should always worship 
such guests as are presenters of sacrificial offerings, as are 
cleansed by Yedic lore and observance of excellent vows, 
as are high-born and conversant with the scriptures , 8 as 
are observers of the duties of their own order, as are self- 
restrained, mindful of all religious acts, and devoted to 
penances. The scriptures ordain that what is offered to the 
deities and the Filris in sacrifices and religious rites is 
meant for the service of guests like these . 8 In this mode 
of life the scriptures ordain that a share of the food (that 
is cooked) should be given unto every creature (irrespective 
of his birth or character), unto one, that is, who for the 
sake of show keeps his nails and beard, unto one who from 
pride displays what his own (religious) practices are, unto 
one who has Improperly abandoned his sacred fire, and 
even unto one who has injured his preceptor. One leading 
a domestic mode of life should give (food) unto Brahma- 
charins and Sanyas: ns . 10 "' 11 The house-holder should every 
day become an eater of Vighasa, and should every day eat 
amrita. Mixed with clarified butter, the remains of the 
food that Is offered in sacrifices constitute amrita , 12 That 
householder who eats after having fed (all relatives and) 

* It is said that the householder who cooks must give a share of the 
cooked food to a Brahmacharin or Yati or any one who comes as a guest* 
If he does' not do it but eats the whole of what has been cooked, he is 
regarded as eating what belongs to a Brahmana, This, of course," is a 
high sin, — T, 
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servants is said to eat FipAasa. The food that remains 
after the servants have been fed is called Vighasa, and that 
which is left after the presentation of sacrificial offerings is 
called amrita . 13 One leading a domestic mode of life should 
be content with his own wedded wife. He should be self* 
■restrained. He should avoid malice and subdue his senses . 14 
He should never quarrel with his Ritwilc, Rurohita, and 
preceptor, with his maternal uncle and guests and depend- 
ants, with the aged and the young in years, with those that 
are afflicted with diseases, with those that practise as physi- 
cians, with kinsmen, relatives, and friends, with his parents, 
with women that belong to his own paternal family, with 
bis brother and son and wife, with his daughter, and with: 
his servants. 16 " 1 * By avoiding disputes with these, the 
householder hecomes cleansed of all sins. By conquering 
such disputes, he succeeds in conquering all the regions ef 
felicity (in the world hereafter). There is no doubt in this .* 17 
The preceptor (if duly reverenced) is able to lead one to 
the regions of Brahman. The father (if reverenced) can lead 
to the regions of Prajapati. The guest is puissant to lead 
to the region of Indra. The Ritwij has power in respect of 
the regions of the deities. Female relatives of the paternal 
line have lordship in respect of the regions of the Apsaras, 
and kinsmen (by blood), in respect of the region of the 
Vigwedevas . 18 Relatives by marriage and collateral kins- 
men have power in respect of the several quarters of the 
horizon (vie., north, &c.), and the mother and the maternal 
uncle have power over the Earth. The old, the young, the 
afflicted, the wasted, have power over the sky.f 18 The 
eldest brother is like unto the sire himself (to all his younger 
brothers). The wife and the son are one’s own body. One’s 

* The Commentator supposes that these relatives and kinsmen are 
named because of the great likelihood there is of disputes arising with 
them on account ef shares of inheritance. — T. 

<t The sense is this : these various persons, if duly reverenced by 
the householder, are able to send the latter to the places indicated 
•or make him comfortable in those places. — T, 
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menial servants are one’s own shadow. The daughter is air 
object of great affection . 20 For these reasons a householder 
endued' with learning, observant of duties, and possessed of 
endurance, should bear without warmth or anxiety of heart 
every kind of annoyance and even censure from the last- 
named relatives . 21 No righteous householder should do any . 
act, urged by considerations of wealth. There are three 
courses of duty in respect of a life of domesticity. Of these* 
that which comes next (in the order of enumeration) is mor© 
meritorious than the preceding one .* 22 As regards the four 
(principal) modes of life also, the same rule of merit applies* 
viz,, the one that comes after is superior to the one preced- 
ing it. (Accordingly, domesticity is superior to Brahma- 
charyya, forest life is superior to domesticity, and a life of 
mendicancy or complete renunciation is superior to a forest 
life ). 23 One desirous of prosperity should accomplish all 
those duties and rites that have been ordained in the scrip- 
tures in respect of those modes. 2 * That kingdom grows in 
prosperity where these highly deserving persons live, viz. r 
those that lead a life of domesticity according to the Kum- 
bhadhanya method, they that lead it according to the Unccha 
method, and they that lead it according to the Kap'otr 
method.f 25 That man who cheerfully leads a life of domes- 
ticity in the observance of those duties, succeeds in sancti- 
fying ten generations of his ancestors above and ten gene- 
rations of descendants below . 26 A householder, duly observ- 
ing the duties of domesticity, obtains an end that yields 
felicity equal to what occurs in the regions attained by great 4 
kings and emperors. Even this is the- end that has been 
ordained for those who have subdued their senses . 27 For alk 
high-souled householders heaven has been ordained; That 
heaven is equipt with delightful cars for each (moving at 


* Vide verses 2 and 3 of. this Section. Of the four courses, the first 
or ‘Kiigaladhanya’ is left out here. The three others, of course, are 
the ‘Kumbhadhanya,’ the ‘A$wastanaV (otherwise called ‘TTncehayila), 1 
and the ‘Kapoti. 5 The Burdwan translator makes a blunder in enu™, 
iterating the three kinds of domesticity here referred to.r—T. 

+ The Burdwan version of this Terse is incorrect.— T*. * 
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the will of the rider). Even that is the delightful heaven 
indicated in the Vedas. 38 For all householders of restrained 
souls, the regions of heaven constitute the high reward. 2 * 
The Self-born Brahman ordained that the domestic mode of 
life should be the productive cause of heaven. And since it 
has been so ordained, a person, by gradually attaining to 
the second mode of life, obtains happiness and respect in 
heaven. 80 After this comes that high and superior mode of 
life, called the third, for those that are desirous of casting 
off their bodies. Superior to that of householders, that is 
the life of forest recluses,— of those, that is, who waste their 
bodies (by diverse kinds of austerities) into skeletons over- 
laid with dried skins. Listen as I discourse to thee upon 

it ; ’ "81 


Section COXLIV, 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Thou hast been told what the duties 
of domesticity are as ordained by the wise. Listen now, 
O Yudhishthira, to what those duties are that have been 
next spoken of. 1 Gradually abandoning the domestic mode, 
one should enter the third mode which is excellent. It is 
the mode that belongs to persons who living with their wives 
afflict themselves by means of austerities. It is the mode 
practised by those that live as forest recluses. 3 Blessed be 
thou, 0 son, listen to the duties observed by those that lead 
this mode of life in which occur the practices of all men 
and all modes of life. Listen, indeed, to the duties of those 
that are denizens of sacred spots and that have betaken to 
this mode after proper deliberation !'* 

" ‘Vyasa said,— When the householder beholds wrinkles 
on his body and white hair on his head, and children of his 
children, he should then retire into the forest. 4 The third 
part of his life he should pass in the observance of the 
( Vanaprastha mode. He should attend to those fires to 
which he had attended while a householder. Desirous of 
sacrificing, he should also adore the deities (according to the 
rituals ordained), 5 Observant of vows and abstemious in 



diet, he should eat only once, the time thereof being the 
sixth part of the day. He should be always heedful. Attend- 
ing to his fires, he should keep some kine, waiting upon 
them dutifully.* He should attend to all the rituals of a 
sacrifice.® He should live upon rice growing indegenously, 
upon wheat growing under similar circumstances, upon grain 
of other kinds, growing wildly (and belonging to none). He 
should eat what remains after feeding guests. In this the 
third mode of life, he should present offerings of clarified 
butter in the five well-known Sacrifices.f 7 Four kinds or 
courses of conduct have been laid down for observance in 
the Vanaprastha mode of life. Some collect only what is 
needed for the day. Some collect stores to last for a month . 8 
Some store grain and other necessaries sufficient to last for 
twelve years. Forest recluses may act in these ways for 
worshipping guests and performing sacrifices . 8 They should 
during the season of rains, expose themselves to rain and 
betake themselves to water during the autumn. During the 
summer they should sit in the midst of four fires with the 
sun burning overhead. Throughout the year, however, they 
should be abstemious in diet .* 10 They sit and sleep on the bare 
earth. They stand on only their toes. They content them- 
selves with the bare earth and with small mats of grass (own- 
ing no other furniture for seat or bed). They perform their 
ablutions morning, noon, and evening (preparatory to sacri- 
fices ). 11 Some amongst them use only their teeth for clean- 
ing grain. Others use only stones for that purpose.! Some 

* The cow is a sacred animal and there is merit in feeding and pro- 
perly tending a cow. Forest recluses kept kine for merit as also for 
homa or sacrifice with the ghee obtained from them. The story of 
Vajistha’s cow is well-known. — T. 

+ These five are Agnihotra, Dargapurnamashi, Chaturmasya, Pacn,- 
sacrifice, and Soma-sacrifice. — T. 

t The Burdwan translator misunderstands the word 'abhrtvakaeitb. 1 
It is a well-known word occurring in almost every lexicon. Wilson 
explains it correctly.— T. 

$ I. e., they do not use a regular husking or cleaning apparatus for 
cleaning the grain they use as food.— T. ... 
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cruel of. wheat (or other gram) boiled very l^htly. 

Other, drink similar gruel only dunng the dark fortnight. 
Some eat what only come, by the way (without seeking to 
obtain it). Some, adopting rigid vows, live upon only roo s, 
some upon only fruits, some upon only flowers, duly observ- 
“ the method followed b, the Yaikhanashas.- These and 
diverse other observances are adopted by those men of wis- 
dom and piety. The fourth is (the mode called Renuncm- 
tion) b aid upon the TJpanishads." The dnt.es laid down for 
it°may be observed in all the. modes of life eguall. This 
mode differing from the others comes aft* domesticity and 
forest life. 15 In this very Yaga, 0 son, many learned Biah- 
manas conversant with the truths of all things, have been 
known to observe this mode. Agastya, the seven Mm 
(viz., Atri, Angiras, Pulastya, Pulaha, Va§ishtha, Narada, 
and Kratu), Madhucchandas, Aghamarshana, 10 Sanknti, Su- 
divatandi who lived whithersoever he pleased and was con- 
tent to take what came (without ever seeking for anything), + 
Ahoviryya, Kavya, Tandya, the learned Medhatithi, 11 Kar- 
manirvaka of mighty energy, and Cunyapala who had 
exerted himself greatly (for acquiring ascetic puissance), 
were the authors of this course of duties, and themselves 
observing them have all proceeded to heaven. 18 Many great 
Bishis, 0 son, who had the puissance to behold immediately 
the fruits of their ascetic merit,* those numerous ascetics 
who are known by the name of Yayavaras, many Rishis 
of very austere penances and possessed of accurate know- 
. i e dge in respect of distinctions of duty, 18 and many other 

Brahmanas too numerous to mention, adopted the forest 

* So that a very small portion of the grain comes out or mixes with 
the water,— T, 

f 1. e., who had no fixed residence and who never sought with any 
effort for the necessaries of life.- The Burdwan translator takes both 
‘.ysrth&vasah’ and ‘akritaeramah’ for two independent names of Ruins 
instead of taking them as adjectiv es of Sudivatandi.— T. 

*v t. T. whose wishes were immediately crowned with success, in 
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mode of life. The Vaikhanasas, the Valikhilyas, the Sal- 
katas , 20 all of whom were devoted to austere penances/ who 
were steadfast in virtue, who had subdued their senses, and 
who used to behold the fruits of their penances immediately, 
adopted this mode of life and finally ascended to heaven . 21 
Freed from fear and not counted among the stars and 
planets, these have become visible in the firmament as lumi- 
nous bodies.f When the fourth or last part of life is reached, 
and when one is weakened by decrepitude and afflicted 
by disease, one should abandon the forest mode of life 
(for the fourth mode called Renunciation). Performing a 
sacrifice that is capable of being completed in a single day 
and in which the Dakshinft should be everything of which 
he may he possessed ,' z -~ iz he should himself perform his own 
praddha. Withdrawn from every other object, he should 
devote himself to his own self, taking pleasure in himself, 
and resting also on his own self.}: He should establish all 
his sacrificial fires (thenceforth) upon his own self, and give 
up all kinds of ties and attachments . 24 (In case he fails to 
attain to complete Renunciation) he should always perform 
such sacrifices and rites as are completed in a single day J 
When, however, from performance of the (ordinary) sacri- 
fices of sacrifices, the Sacrifice in Self proceeds , 25 then (may 
he discontinue all ordinary sacrifices, and) unto the three 
fires duly sacrifice in his own Self for the sake of his Eman- 
cipation. IT Without finding fault with his food he should 


* ‘ISTiranandah’ is explained as c kricIicclirachandrayanadiparatwat. , —» 
f 'Anakshtrali* is explained by the Commentator as /different from- 
stars and planets but still freed from darkness 5 and, therefore, efful 
gent or luminous. ‘Anadhrishyah 5 is fearless.— T. 

% ‘Atmayaji* is explained as one who performs his own gr&ddha or 
obsequial rites. The Sandhi in the next word is arsha ; ‘atmakrida* is 
one who does not take a pleasure in wife or children but whose source 
of pleasure is his own self ; Similarly, ‘afcmacraya’ is one who without 
depending upon kings or others takes refuge in himself. — T. 

$ Such sacrifices, for example, as those called Brakma-yajna, &c ^—T 
% Yajinam yajna’ is the sacrifice of ordinary sacrifices, i. e. } the 
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Le’s hair and bristles and pare off ones nails* 
cleansed oneself by acts, pass into the. fourth 
de of life that is fraught with great holiness.t 41 
srate person who enters the fourth mode of life, 
g es of assurance unto all creatures, succeeds in 
ny regions of blazing effulgence hereafter and 
attains to the Infinite .* 43 Of excellent disposi- 
mduct, with sins all washed off, the person who 
nt with his own self never desires to do any act 
this or the other world. Divested of wrath, freed 
without anxiety and without friendship, such a 
s one totally uninterested in its 
vance of Sannyasa) should not 
the duties included in Fames 


from error, without anxieuy <* 
person lives in this world like 
concerns . 43 One (in the obser 
feel reluctance in discharging 

Vedi Tmantras. The ablative nnpues ™. 
“Atmani ijya’ is sacrifice in Self, L e., Yoga. The meaning of the 

first line, therefore, is ‘when through performance of ordinary sacn- 

fices and rites, the mind becomes pure and the sacnficer is enabled to 
practise Yoga . 1 ‘Unto the three fires he should duly sacrifice m his 
own self 1 means, of course, that without any longer adoring his fires 
by visible rites and actual recitation of mantras, he should, for the 
y , * worshin in his own self or seek the extinction 
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and those also that walk behind them (and ate included in 
'iiiyctw'bct)' Such a one should with energy live according to 
the ordinances in respect of his own mode, and throw away 
Vedic study and the sacred thread that is indicative of the 
order of his birth. Devoted to righteousness and with his 
senses under complete control, such a one, possessed of 
knowledge of self, attains undoubtedly to the end for which 
he strives .* 20 After the third is the fourth mode of life. It 
is very superior, and fraught with numerous high virtues. 
It transcends in point of merit the three other modes of 
life. It is said to occupy the very highest place. Listen 
to me as I discourse upon the duties that belong to that 
mode which is pre-eminent and which is the high refuge of 
all ! — 5 7,31 


Section CCXLY, 

** ‘Ouka said, — While living in the due observance o the 
duties of the forest mode of life, how should one, who seeks 
to attain to That which is the highest object of know- 
ledge, set one's soul 011 Yoga according to the best of one's 
power? 1 — 

“ ‘Vyasa said, — Having acquired purity (of conduct and 
body) by the practice of the first two modes of life, viz., 

* The duties included in yama (as explained by the Commentator) 
are universal benevolence, truthfulness, faith, Brahmaeharyya, and 
freedom from attachment. Those that are included in niyama are 
purity (of body and mind), contentment, study of the Yedas, medi- 
tation on the Supreme, &c. ‘Swacastra sutra 5 means the c sutras 5 of his 
own ‘castras, 5 i, e., the duties laid down in respect of that Sannyasa 
which he has adopted ; the chief of which is enquiry after the Soul 
or Self ; ‘Bhutimanta 5 Implies Vedic recitation and the sacred thread. 
He who has taken to Sannyasa should display energy in these, L e 
persistently enquire after the Soul and throw away all caste-marks, 
and other indications. The desirable end 5 is, of course, gradual 
Emancipation or that obtained at once. Following the Commentator, 
K. P. Singha gives the correct version. The Burdwan version, contain- 
ing the very words of the gloss, is based upon a complete misconcep- 
tion of their meaning. — T, 
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Brahmaeharyya and domesticity, one should, after that, set 
one’s soul on Yoga in the third mode of life. Listen now 
with concentrated attention to what should be done for 
attaining to the highest object of acquisition !* 2 Having 
subdued all faults of the mind or heart by easy means in 
the practice of the first three modes of life (viz., pupilage, 
domesticity, and seclusion), one should pass into the most 
excellent and the most eminent of all the modes, via., San- 
nyasa or Benunciation . 3 Do thou then pass thy days, hav- 
ing acquired that purity. Listen also to me. One should, 
alone and without anybody to assist him or bear him com- 
pany, practise Yoga for attaining to success (in respect of 
one’s highest object of acquisition ). 4 One who practises 
Yoga without companionship, who beholds everything as 
a repetition of his own self, and who never discards anything 
(in consequence of all things being pervaded by the Univer- 
sal Soul), never falls away from Emancipation. Without 
keeping the sacrificial fires and without a fixed habitation, 
such a person should enter a village for only begging his 
food . 6 He should provide himself for the day without stor- 
iiig for the morrow. He should betake himself to penances, 
with heart fixed on the Supreme.*]* Eating little and that 
even under proper regulations, he should not eat more than 
once a day . 6 The other indications of a (religious) mendi- 
cant are the human skull, shelter under trees, rags for 
wearing, solitude unbroken by the companionship of any 
one, and indifference to all creatures ,}: 7 That person into 


m The Commentator correctly explains that by the first line of this 
Terse, Vyasa answers his son’s question. The two modes referred to 
are the first and the second, and not the second and the third as K. P, 
Singha in, his Vernacular version wrongly states* Having answered 
the question, the speaker (in the second line) proceeds to indicate the 
simple or straight path for reaching the highest object of man’s en- 
deavour, mz. Paramariham or Brahma. — T. 

t ‘Bhava samahitah* is explained as f ehitta-samadhanavan — T. 
t The skull is to be used as a drinking vessel. ‘Kuchela,* which I 
render ‘rags,’ is supposed by the Commentator to signify reddish or 
brown cloth which has, from age, lost its color.*— T, 
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whom words enter like affrighted elephants into a well, and 
from whom they never come back to the speaker, is fit to 
lead this mode of life which has Emancipation for its 
object.* 3 The mendicant (or Renouncer) should never take 
note of the evil acts of any person. He should never hear 
what is said in dispraise of others. Especially should he 
avoid speaking evil of a Brahmana. 2 He should always say 
only what is agreeable to the Brahmanas. When anything 
is said in dispraise (of himself), he should (without answer- 
ing) remain perfectly silent. Such silence, indeed, is the 
medical treatment prescribed for him. 10 That person in con- 
sequence of whose single self the place he occupies becomes 
like the eastern sky, and who can make a spot teeming 
with thousands of men and things appear to himself 
perfectly solitary or unoccupied, is regarded by the deities 
to be a true Brahmana. f u Him the gods know for a 
Brahmana who clads himself with whatever comes by the 
way, who subsists upon whatever he gets, and who sleeps 
on whatever spot he finds. 12 Him the gods know for a 
Brahmana who is afraid of company as of a snake ; of the 
full measure of gratification (from sweet viands and drinks) 
as of hell ; and of women as of a corpse, $ ls Him the gods 


* Elephants, when hurled into a well, become utterly helpless and 
unable to come out. That person, therefore, into whom words enter 
like elephants into a well, is he who answers not the evil speeches of 
others, Wliat is said here is that only a person of such forbearance 
should betake himself to mendicancy or Sannyasa. — T. 

t I have given a closely literal version of this verse. The Com- 
mentator explains that the first line refers to the, person who deems 
himself to be everything and everything to be himself. The second 
line refers to the same individual who, by Yoga, can withdraw his 
senses and the mind and consequently make the most populous place 
appear as totally solitary or unoccupied. This is the Yoga process 
called Praty&hara and is described in Section 233 ante. The Burdwan 
translator gives an incorrect version. K. P. Singha follows the Coni* 
mentator. — T. 

„ J ‘Suhitya’, whence %auhitya’, means not satiety but the full 
^measure of gratification from eating. The speaker wishes - to lay down 
that a mendicant or renouncer should never take food to : the fall ifiea* 



sure of gratification. He should eat without completely appeasing his 
hunger. — T. 

* I follow the Commentator in his exposition of ‘kaunjara’ which 
.die derives as *kun (earth or the l>ody which is made of earth) jarayati 
iti kunjarah,’ i. <?., a Yogin in Sam&dki. The sense seems to he that 
the fruits of 'Yoga include or absorb the fruits of every other act. 

„ The rank and status of Indra himself is absorbed within what is at- 
tained to by Yoga. There is no kind of felicity that is not engulphed 
In the felicity of Emancipation) which Yoga alone can confer. T. 

+ The Commentator thinks that by the ‘one duty of abstention 
from injury’ is implied the fourth mode of life or Sannyasa. W hat is 
said, therefore, in tiie first line of 19 is that the observance of the 
. ■single duty of harmlessness includes that of every other duty; or, 
what amounts to the same thing, the fourth mode of life is singly 
capable of giving merit which all the others may give together. — T. 
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know for a Brahmana who is never glad when honored and 
never angry when insulted, and who has given assurances 
of compassion unto all creatures . 14 One in the observance 
of the last mode of life should not view death with joy. 
Nor should he view life with joy. He should only wait for 
his hour like a servant waiting for the behest (of his 
master ). 18 He should purify his heart of all faults. He 
should purify his speech of all faults. He should cleanse 
himself of all sins. Destitute as he is of foes, what fear 
can assail him ? 1 ' He who fears no creature and whom no 
creature fears, can have no fear from any quarter, freed as 
he is from error of every kind . 17 As the foot-prints of all 
other creatures that move upon legs are engulphed within 
those of elephants, after the same manner all ranks and 
conditions are absorbed within Yoga * 18 After the same 
manner, every other duty and observance is supposed to 
be engulphed within the one duty of abstention from injury 
(to all creatures).f He lives an everlasting life of felicity 
■who avoids injuring other creatures . 19 One who abstains 
from injury, who casts an equal eye upon all creatures, who 
is devoted to truth, who is endued with fortitude, who has 
his senses under control, and who grants protection to all 
beings, attains to an end that is beyond compare . 20 The 
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condition called death succeeds not in transcending such a 
person who Is content with self-knowledge, who is free from 
fear, and who Is divested of desire and expectancy. On the 
other hand, such a person succeeds In transcending death . 21 
Him the gods know for a Brahman a who is freed from attach- 
ments of every kind, who is observant of penances, who lives 
like space which while holding everything is yet unattached 
to all things, who has nothing which he calls his own, who 
leads a life of solitude, and whose is tranquillity of soul . 22 
The gods know him for a Brahmana whose life is for the 
practice of righteousness, whose righteousness is for the 
good of them that wait dutifully upon him, and whose days 
and nights exist only for the acquisition of merit .* 28 The 
gods know him for a Brahmana who Is freed from desire, 
who never exerts (for doing such acts as are done by worldly 
men), who never bends his head unto any one, who never 
flatters another, and who is free from attachments of every 
kind . 24 All creatures are pleased with happiness and filled 
with fear at the prospect of grief. The man of faith, there- 
fore, who should feel distressed at the prospect of filling 
other creatures with grief, must abstain entirely from acts 
of every kind.f 36 The gift of assurances of harmlessness 
unto all creatures transcends in point of merit all other 
gifts. He who, at the outset, foreswears the religion of 
Injury, succeeds In attaining to Emancipation (in which or) 
whence Is the assurance of harmlessness unto all creatures .^: 26 

* ‘Haryyartham 3 means ‘for the sake of Mart* l e.> one who takes 
away merit, implying a disciple or attendant. Some texts read e Ba- 
tyartham,’ meaning ‘for the happiness (of others). 7 — T. 

f Because all acts are fraught with injury to others. Whether ‘acts 3 
be taken in its general sense or in the . particular sense of “religious 
acts ,’ 5 their character is so.—T. 

t Both the Vernacular translators have completely misunderstood 
the second line of this Verse. The Commentator correctly explains, 
that ‘Tikshnam tanum’ means the religion of injury, i, e , the religion 
of sacrifices and acts. ‘So’ for ‘sa’ is arsha ,* as also ‘anantyam 3 for 
‘anantyam’ which, of course, implies ‘moksham’ or Emancipation. 
The Commentator correctly supplies ‘yatah 3 a fter ‘apnpti’ and shows 
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into his open month even the 
aid down for the forest recluse, 
world, and the refuge of the 
limbs, as also the acts good 
by Fire. 27 Such a man, who 
is a libation of his senses and 
within the limited space of his 
again of his pouring such a 
lin his own self, the universe- 
the very gods, becomes grati- 

endued 

ped in three eases, that has 
iteristics, to be Igwura par- 
most, viz., the nature of the 
,s of great regard in all the 
with all human beings speak highly 
He who succeeds in beholding in the soul 
body all the Vedas, space and the 


That man who does no 
five or six mouthfuls tl 
is said to be the navel 
universe. The head a 
and bad, become pos 
sacrifices in his own st 
m ind into the fire thaj 
own heart. In cons 
libation into such a i 

with all creatures in' „ , , . 

fied * 38 They who apprehend the Jiva-soul that is 

with effulgence, that is envelo] 
three attributes for its charac 
taking of that which is forei 
Supreme Soul, become object: 

worlds.. The very gods 1 - 

of their merits, 
that resides in his own 
other objects of perception, the rituals that occur 
scriptures, all those entities that are comprehensible 
only, and the superior nature of 
to be worshipped by the very del 
beings. 30 He who sees int— — 
that foremost of beings which is 
which is immeasurable in even 1 
which is made of gold, which is 
within the egg, which is equipt with many 
has two wings like a L 
many rays of light, is 


in sound 
reme Soul, is sought 
the foremost of all 
the soul that resides within his body 
i not attached to the Earth, 
the (measureless) firmament, 
born of the egg and resides 
r feathers, and which 
bird, and which is rendered effulgent by 
sought to be worshipped by the very 


that ‘prajaiiliyali’ iff equivalent ‘prajanam, 
second line, therefore, means ‘sa moksham 
(or prajanSm) abhayam.’ The dative, not al 
translators take it*, 'is not bad grammar, aith 
agreeable with usage. T. 

* It is difficult to understand what is re 
line of 27 and the two lines of 28. A tents 
following the actual words used in the origi 



figurative ideas that find expression in 


Parm!\ 


CANTI BAEVA. 


deities as the foremost of all beings .* 31 The very deities 
worship him in whose understanding is set the wheel of 
Time, which is constantly revolving, which knows no decay, 
which swallows up the period of existence of every creature, 
which has the six seasons for its naves, which is equipt with 
two and ten radii consisting of the two and ten months, 
which has excellent joints, and towards whose gaping mouth 
proceeds this universe (ready to be devoured ).-}- 52 The Su- 
preme Soul is the capacious unconsciousness of dreamless 
slumber. That Unconsciousness is the body of the universe. 
It pervadeth all created things. Jiva, occupying a portion 
of that capacious unconsciousness, gratifies the deities. 
These last, being gratified, gratify the open mouth of that 
unconsciousness .^ 38 Endued with effulgence as also with the 


* All these expressions apply to the supreme Soul. Immeasurable 
in the firmament implies that the Supreme Being is vaster than the 
firmament. ‘Made of gold’ means, as the Commentator explains ‘Chit 
having knowledge only for its attribute.’ ‘Born of the egg,’ i. e . 
belonging to the universe. ‘Within the egg’ means ‘capableof being’ 
apprehended in the heart.' ‘Equipt with many feathers,’ i. e., having 
many limbs each of which is presided over by a particular deity. The 
two wings are absence of attachment or complete dissociation from 
everything, and joy and gladness and aptitude for enjoyment. ‘Ben. 
dered effulgent by many rays of light,’ i. e., transformed into a living 
and active agent; by means of eyes, ears, &c. T. 

f The sense is that he who understands the wheel of Time is a 
person worthy of universal regard. The excellent joints of that wheel 
are ifoQparva days, vi&, 3 those sacred lunations on which religious rites 
are performed. — T. 

t I give a literal version of Verse 33, following the Commentator 
as regards the meaning of c samprasadam. 3 The sense, however, of the 
veise is this : Brahma , in the previous Sections, has often been spoken 
of as SSnshupti 5 or the unconsciousness of dreamless slumber. The uni- 
verse flows (from Brahma . Unconsciousness, therefore, is the cause or 
origin or body of the universe. That unconsciousness, therefore, per- 
vades all things, viz , gross and subtile. Jiva, finding a place within 
that unconsciousness existing in the form of gross and subtile, gratifies 
the deities, prana and the senses. These, thus gratified by fkfaf at 
last gratify the open mouth of the original unconsciousness that waits 
to receive or swallow them. All these verses arc based upon the 
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eternal happiness. £~ 
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the Supreme Soul, 
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He of whom no creature is afraid lias 
He who never does anything 
another, is said to he a 
succeeds in beholding 
has been dispelled 
either 


n d who never censures 
Such a man 
He whose ignorance 
been washed away, never enjoys 

enjoyed by others (but 

A person in the obser- 
vers on the Earth lihe 
Such a one is freed frotn 
U a clod of earth and a 
uch a man never stores 
ras no friends and foes* 
Braise or blame, and of 


Section CCXLVL 

sald _The Jim- soul is endued with all those 

*d steed, along the paths he selects the S™1 ~‘s 
»U of these, called the senses, having the “ Ind ™ 
th- The objects of the senses are superior to the 

lemselves. 

n ^siding.- Superior to 
“1 Zlltt (or Prakriti), Superior to the 
•c f it; Brahma. There is nothing Superior to Brah- 
‘h'at is the highest limit ot exceU.no> and the highest 
The Supreme Soul is concealed in every cr ^ a J.^ 
,t displayed for ordinary men to beho . y 
xbtile vision behold the Supreme Soul with the a 
Lr keen and subtile understandings.’ M ^ ging 

two mi«d for their sixth and all the objects 
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of the senses Into the Inner Soul by the aid of the Under- 
standing, and reflecting upon the three states of conscious- 
ness, viz., the object thought, the act of thinking, and the 
thinker, 6 and abstaining by contemplation from every 
kind of enjoyment, equipping his mind with the knowledge 
that he is Brahmas self, laying aside at the same time all 
consciousness of puissance, and thereby making his Soul per- 
fectly tranquil, the Yogin obtains that to which immor- 
tality inheres, 7 That person, however, who happens to be 
the slave of all his senses and whose ideas of right and 
wrong have been confounded, already liable as he is to 
death, actually meets with death by such surrender of self 
to (the passions),* 3 Destroying all desires, one should merge 
the gross Understanding into one’s subtile Understanding, 
Having thus merged the gross into the subtile Understand- 
ing, one is sure to become a second Kalanjara mountain.*)- 9 
By purifying his heart, the Yogin transcends both right- 
eousness and its reverse. By purifying his heart and by 
living in his own true nature, he attains to the highest 
happiness4 i0 The indication of that purity of heart (of 

* ‘Smriti 5 is memory. One whose ‘smriti 5 is lost means one whose 
conceptions of right and wrong are confounded. ‘Atmanah sampra* 
dfuiena’ is ‘by the surrender of oneself to one’s own passions or ‘Kama- 
dibhyalf as the Commentator explains. — T. 

t ‘Ch it tana 5 is explained by the Commentator as the gross Under- 
standing, and ‘Safctwa 5 as the subtile Understanding, The Understand, 
ing that is concerned with the images brought in by the mind or the 
senses is called gross ; while that which is concerned with ideas about 
Brahma is called subtile. ‘Kalanjara 5 is explained by the Commentator 
cither as standing for the mountain of that name, i. e,, irremovable as 
the mountain so called ; or, as one who destroys the effect of Time, i. e. 7 
one who subdues Time itself instead of being subdued by that universal 
conqueror. — T, 

t The purification here referred to consists in transcending the 
consciousness of duality. Kighteonsness should be avoided because of 
its incapacity to lead to Emancipation which is much higher than 
heaven. ‘Atmani sthitwa 5 means living in one’s real or true nature, 
i. merging everything into the Soul This is attained when the 
consciousness of duality is transcended.— T, • 
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■which I speak) is that one who has attained to it ex- 
periences that state of unconsciousness (with respect of ail 
one's surroundings) which one. experiences in dreamless 
slumber. The Yogin who has attained to that state . lives 
like the steady flame of a lamp that burns in a place where 
the atmosphere is perfectly still. 11 Becoming abstemious 
in diet, and having cleansed his heaifc, that Yogin who 
applies his Soul to the Soul succeeds in beholding the 
Soul in the Soul.^ 12 This discourse, 0 son, intended for 
thy instruction, is the essence of all the Vedas. The truths 
herein disclosed are incapable of being understood by the 
aid of inference alone or by that of mere study of the 
scriptures. One must understand it oneself by the aid of 
faith, 13 By churning the wealth that is contained in all 
.religious works and in all dicourses based on truth, as also 
the ten thousand Mchs, this nectar hath been raised. 14 As 
butter from curds and fire from wood, even hath this been 
raised for the sake of my son, — this that constituteth the 
knowledge of all truly wise men, 15 This discourse, O son, 
fraught with solid instruction, is intended for delivery unto 
S'natakas.f It should never be imparted to one that is 
not of tranquil soul, or one that is not self-restrained, or 
one that hath not undergone penaiices, 10 It should not be 
communicated to one that is not conversant with the Vedas, 
or one that doth not humbly wait upon one’s preceptor, or 
one that is not free from malice, or one that is not possessed 
•of sincerity and candour, or one that is of reckless be- 
haviour. 17 It should never be communicated to one whose 
intellect hath been consumed by the science of disputation, 
•or one that is vile or low. Unto that person, however, who 


* ‘Atm&nara 3 in the first line is the Jiva-soul, and ‘afcmani’ is the 
Supreme Soul In the second line also, the same distinction is observed 
between the two words.— T. 

t Brahraanas, who having completed the study of the Yedas have- 
betaken themselves to the domestic mode of life, are so called. Here, 
probably, the reference is to persons having faith in the V T edas and of 
■T. 


me 



Section CCXLVIL 

(t O'aka said,— 0 illustrious one, O foremost of Ritshis,. 
once again discourse to me on Adhycttma more elaborately !' 
Tell me what,- indeed, is Adhyatmd and whence does it 
come ? m 

“ ‘Vyasa said,— That, O son, which is regarded as 
Adhyatmd with reference to human beings, I shall now 
mention to thee, and listen to the explanation I give (of 
Adhycttma )? Earth, water, light, wind, and space, are the- 
great entities that form the component parts of all crea- 
tures, and though really one are yet regarded different like- 
the waves of the ocean (which though identical with respect 
to their constituent substance are yet counted as different 


* ‘Adhy&tma’ is topic bearing on the Bout Here it signifies the 
seven and twenty usual topics of philosophical discourse, m, the .five 
organs of action, the five organs of knowledge, the mind and three 
others called Chifcta, &e,, the five vital breaths, the five elementary 
5.ubstaoces, Desire, Acts, and Avid y&,—T. 
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is possessed of fame, or who deserveth applause (for his 
virtues), or who is of tranquil soul, or possessed of ascetic 
merit/ 8 unto a Brahman a who is such, unto one’s son or 
dutiful disciple, this discourse containing the' very essence 
of duties should be communicated,- but on no account should' 
it be communicated to others/ 9 If any person make a gift 
of the whole Earth with all her treasures, unto one con- 
versant with truth, the latter would still regard the gift of 
this knowledge to be very much superior to that gift. 20 
I shall now discourse to thee on a subject that is a greater 
mystery than this, a subject that is connected with the 
Soul, that transcends the ordinary understandings of 
human beings, that has been beheld by the foremost of 
Jtishis, that has been treated in the Upanishads, and that 
forms the topic of thy inquiry. 21 Tell me- what, after this,, 
is in thy mind ? Tell me in what thou hast still any doubt t 
Listen, for here I am, 0 son, seated before thee ! Upon* 
what, indeed, shall I once more speak to thee ? — ’ ” 23 


SOS Maeabharata* [Mokshadharma 

from one another ). 3 Like a tortoise stretching out its limbs* 
and withdrawing them again, the great entities (already 
named), by dwelling in numberless small forms, undergo 
transformations (called creation and destruction ). 4 All this; 
universe of mobile and immobile objects hath for its com- 
ponent parts these five entities. Everything, in respect of 
its creation and destruction, is referrible to this fivefold 
entity . 6 These five entities occur in all existent things, 
The Creator of all things however, hath made an unequal 
distribution of those entities (by placing them In different 
things in different proportions) for serving different ends.* 0 — 

“ ‘Cuka said, — How may one succeed in understanding 
that unequal distribution (of the five great entities of which 
thou speakest) in the diverse things of the universe? 
Which amongst them are the senses and which the attri- 
butes ? How may this be understood V — - 

“ ‘Yyasa said, — I shall explain thee this duly one after 
another. Listen with concentrated attention to the subject 
as I expound how what I have said actually happens . 8 
Sound, the sense of hearing, and all the cavities within the 
body, — these three — have space for their origin. The vital 
breaths, the action of the limbs, and touch form the attri- 
butes of the wind . 9 Form, eyes, and the digestive fire 
within the stomach, are originated by light. Taste, tongue, 
and all the humours, — these three, — are from water , 10 
Scent, nose, and the body, — these three, — are the attributes 
of earth. These then, as I have expounded to thee, are 
the transformations of the five (groat) entities In connection 
with the senses . 11 Touch is said to be the attribute of the 
wind ; taste of water ; form of light. Sound is said to 
have its origin in space, and scent is said to bo the property 
of earth . 12 Mind, Understanding, and Nature, — these three, 
—spring from their own previous states, and attaining (at 
each rebirth) to a position higher than the attributes (which 
form their respective objects,) do not transcend those attri- 

*■ The second clause of the second line is explained by the Com* 
mentator as ‘yasmin karmani nimitte sati yat anupa^yati’.—T. 
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butes.* 1 * As the tortoise stretches out its limbs and. with- 
draws them once again within itself, even so the Under- 
standing creates the senses and once again withdraws them/ 
into itself*}- 1 ® The consciousness of personal identity that 
arises in respect of that which is above the soles of the 
feet and below the crow of the head, is principally due to 
the action of the Understanding .^ 16 It is the understand- 
ing that is transformed into the (five) attributes (of form, 
scent, &c,,) It is the Understanding also that is transform- 
ed into the (five) senses with the mind for the sixth. When 
the Understanding is absent, where are the attributes ?§ 1G 
In man there are five senses. The mind is called the sixth 


* The grammatical construction is ‘Gunebhyah paramTtgatah 'gnn&n 
na afcivartante’* The meaning is this : Mind, Understanding, and 
Nature (or individual disposition of man or animal or vegetable, &c.,) 
are all due to their own previous states, Nature in particular being the 
result of the desires of a past state of existence. Such being their 
origin, they too are due to the five entities named. As regards their 
functions, it is said that having reached to that which is ‘Gunebhyah 
parama’, e., ‘Orotradikaryam swrupara’, they do not transcend the 
‘gunas’ themselves; or, in other words, having become endued with 
the faculty or power of seizing particular attributes (such as scent, 
form, &c.,) they actually seize or apprehend them. — T. 

t In other words, the senses and the mind are nothing but the Under- 
standing displayed in a particular shape or form. The principal func- 
tion of the mind is to cherish and discard impressions. The Understand- 
ing is ‘nicchayatmika’ or engaged in arriving at certainty of conclu- 
sions. — T. 

‘ X Everything above the soles of the feet and below the crown of the 
head, is, of course, the whole body or self or the person. ‘Asmin krity© 1 ; 
is, £ aham iti yat darganam tasmin karaniye. 5 There can be no doubt 
that the Commentator correctly explains the meaning. — T. 

§ ‘Neniyate’ is, as the Commentator explains, an instance of ‘karma- 
kartari prayogah’. Hence, the meaning is that both the attributes of 
form &c., and the senses with the mind which apprehend those attri- 
butes, are the Understanding itself, so that when the Understanding is 
not, these also are not. The object of this Terse is to establish the 
identity of the Understanding with the senses, the mind, and the afctri- * 
butes which the senses and the mind apprehend* Both the Yerhacular u 
versions are in accurate. —T. 
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(sense). The 

f - ? y - for doubting (the accuracy of those impressions). 
r^Idt^etuL those doubts. The Soui is 

W Witness every operation without mingling with them. 

I n y „. Tamas a nd Sattwa,— these three,— arise from their 
own counterparts. These east equally in ell creatures («>.. 
the deities id human beings, fee.). These are called attn- 
bates and should be linos™ by the actions they lndn .. 

Is regards those actions, all such states which one becomes 
conscious of in oneself as united with cheerfulness or joy and 
which are tranquil and pure, should be known as due to 
The attribute of Sattwa.- AH such states ,n either the 
bod, or the mind, as are united with sorrow, should be 
recorded as due to the influence of the attribute cal, e 
„L.i All such states again as exist with stupifuclion (o 
L senses, the mind or the understanding) whose cause is 

unascertainahle, and which are incomprehensible (by cither 

reason or inward light), should be known as ascnbablo the 

action of Tamas. 2 * Delight, cheerfulness, joy, equaimni }, 
action ot xam o cause or arising 

contentment of heart, due to any kno _ 3 

otherwise, are all effects of the attribute of &attva._ Pnd , 
untruthfulness of speech, cupidity, stup.factmn, wind cW 
ness whether arising from any known , cause or otherwise 
are ’indications of the quality of Rajas. 2 * Stupfactio^ of 
judgment, heedlessness, sleep, lathargy, and indolence, i 
whatever cause these may arise, are to he known as mdica* 
fcions of the quality of Tamas. f 


, n rv • H Sattwa do not spring 

* The three attributes or Bijas, lama., . 

tmm different thing but from their own counterparts existing n» a 

Z « h<- Tl-f <u» ** 

Ltes as they had existed with the Ghitta or Understanding m a previ- 

IT hL> cm., n.C th. .hi- .1 ”? “» ■*““ 

^t. 
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« Wyasa said,— The mind creates (within itself) numerous 
ideas (of objects or existent things). The Understanding 
settles which is which. The heart discriminates which is 
agreeable and which disagreeable. These are the three 
forces that impel to acts , 1 The objects of the senses are 
superior to the senses. The mind is superior to those 
objects. The Understanding is superior to mind. The Soul 
is regarded as superior to Understanding . 2 (As regards the 
ordinary purposes of man) the Understanding is his Soul. 
When the Understanding, of its own motion, forms ideas 
(of objects) within itself, it then comes to be called Mind.*® 
In consequence of the senses being different from one an- 
other (both in respect of their objects and the manner of 
their operation), the Understanding (which is one and the 
same) presents different aspects in consequence of its different 
modifications. When it hears, it becomes the organ of 

hearing, and when it touches, it becomes the organ of 

touch . 4 Similarly, when it sees, it becomes the organ of 

vision, and when it tastes, it becomes the organ of taste, 
and when it smells, it becomes the organ of scent. It is the 
Understanding that appears under different guises (for 
different functions) by modification , 6 It is these modifications 
of the Understanding that are called the senses. Over them 
is placed as their presiding chief (or overseer) the invisible 
Soul. Residing in the body, the Understanding exists in 
the three states (of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tam as).* Sometimes 
it obtains cheerfulness, sometimes it gives way to grief ; and 
sometimes its condition becomes such that it is united with 


* In the original, the word ‘Sbmau’ is used in various- senses. Some- 
times it stands for the Jiva-soul, sometimes for the Supreme Soul, 
sometimes for essence or the principal portion of anything, sometimes 
for one’s own self, and sometimes even for the person or body. It is 
not difficult to distinguish in which sense the word is used (in what 
place, — T. 
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, , „ nor grief. 7 The Understanding, how 

n8ltliei ’ \tsel hilf function (as already said) is to create en- 
ever , whose chief f one e g t a fc es even as the ocean, that 

r?of rivers ‘prevails against the mighty currents of the 
kld . , {, int0 it* 3 When the Understanding desires 

nversthatfal ^ d the Mme 0 f Mind. 

TL“C,% in To» 15 ..( a p P »»«y **»■“> should ell 

»£* - Uo.usded within the 0„d«st»di„g.. Th. 

which Me engaged , particular sense 

fee., should a Understanding, the latter, though 

becomes subservient to^the^r^ ^ ^ ^ Mi „ a 

•" U a tom ,t esisteut things. Even this is what happens 
J the 1 .ses one after another (separately and not snnul- 
m i i with reference to the ideas that are said to he 
taneons y) +ll AU tb e three states that exist, 

“t ! a in conseguenoeot their attach. 


nr current The Understanding, although it exists 
* ‘Vela.’ IS tide or current, a ye t transcend 

„Uh the three stales of Sattwa, ^as, *«d of the Under- 

them by Yoga. The ordinary and extraordinary states 

standing are spoken of in this Verse. T. Bombay 

t The Bengal texts make t ta.W J“ in it. ‘Me- 

text, Verse 9 is made a tup , tatra ttai’.-T. 

dhyani’ is explained as 1 d the theory of percep 

, „ n.„, ...d OTM .a th» J. 2,: :** - not. r«‘*« “> 

tion here laid down is a sort of idealism ^ ^ said t0 ba 

counterpart in European metap U sl ® s - mind also is only a modi' 

only modifications of the understanding. Ihe mind a J 

fication of the same. A particular smme ay U e ey^ ^ ^ 

8 ervient to the understanding at a " f qb the eye , be . 

happens, the understanding, though in reality it a only 
cles united with the eye, and entering the mind 
there, the consequence of which is that that mage is 
External world there is, of course none as i 
■ an d understanding. That which is called a tree » 
created in the mind by the understanding with the 
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ment to the circumference of the wheel, they follow the 
different objects (that exist in Mind, Understanding, and 
Consciousness ).* 12 The mind must make a lamp of the 
senses for dispelling the darkness that shuts out the know- 
ledge of the Surreme Soul. This knowledge that is acquiredi 
by Yogins with the aid of the especial agency of Yoga, is 
acquired without any especial efforts by men' that abstain 
from worldly objects .-}- 13 The universe is of this nature (viz., 
it is only a creation of the understanding). The man of 
knowledge, therefore, is never stupified (by attachment to 
things of this world). Such a man never grieves, never 
rejoices, and is free from envy (at seeing another possessing 
a larger share of earthly objects ). 14 The Soul is incapable 
of being seen with the aid of the senses whose nature is 
to wander among all (earthly) objects of desire. Even 
righteous men, whose senses are pure, fail to behold the soul 
with their aid what then should be said of the vicious whose 
senses are impure ? u When, however, a person, with the aid 
of his mind, tightly holds their reins, it is then that his 


* The speaker here combats the theory that the qualities .of 
Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas inhere to the objects themselves of the 
senses. His own view is that they inhere to the mind, the under- 
standing, and Consciousness. The qualities may be seen to exist 
with objects, but in reality they only follow objects in consequence 
of their permanent connection with the mind, the understanding,, 
and consciousness which have agency in the production of objects. 
The Commentator cites the instance of a wife’s beautiful and symme- 
trical limbs. These excite pleasure in the husband, envy in a co-wife, 
and desire (mixed with pain at its not being gratified) in a weak- 
hearted gazer. All the while the limbs remain unchanged. Then 
again, the husband is not always pleased with them, nor is the co- 
wife always filled with envy at their sight, nor is the gazer always 
agitated. Like the spokes of a wheel which are attached to the 
circumference and which move with the circumference, the qualities of 
Sattwa, &c., attached to the mind, understanding and consciousness, 
move along with them, i . <?., follow those objects in the production* of 
which the mind, &c., are causes. — T. • 

,..t This version of Verse 13 is offered tentatively. 1 give subs** 
tenee without following the exact order of the original. Comp are 
verse with 42 of Section 194 ante^ — T« 
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object (unseen in darkness) 
quence of the light of a lamp, 
■visible when the darkness that 
even the soul becomes visible 
>rs it is removed.* 1 - 7 As an 
on the water, is never drench- 
s same manner the Yogin of 
Ke imnerfections of the three 
After the same 
all earthly 


aquatic fowl, tnougn 
ed by that element, after the se 
. freed soul is never soiled by the 
attributes (of Sattwa, Rajas, an 

manner, the man of wisdom, by even enjoying _ 
objects without being attached to any of them, is never 
.soiled by faults of any kind (that arise m the case of others 

from such enjoyment).- He who avoids acts after ^ having 

done them duly* tokes deli S ht “ the 1 

ont entity, m*. the Soul, who has constituted himself the 

soul of all created beings, and who succeeds m keeping him- 
self aloof from the three attributes, 29 obtains an understan l- 
i“g and senses that are created by the Soul. The qualities 
Ze incapable of apprehending the Soul. The Soul, however 
apprehends them always. 21 The Soul is the witness tha 
beholds the qualities and duly calls them np ■uito being. 
Behold, this is the difference between the 
ing and the Soul both of which are exceedingly subti . 
One of them creates the qualities. The other never creates 
them. Though they are different from each other by na ure 

yet they are always united. 23 The fish living in _ e ' Ya ' 

is different from the element in which it lives. Bu 

fish and the water forming its home are always united, alter 

the same manner Sattwa and Kshetrajna exist in a state ot 
union. The gnat born within a rotten fig is real y no 
the fig but different from it. Nevertheless, as the gnat and 
the fig are seen to be united with each other, even so are, 
«.nd Kshetraina. 24 As the blade in a clump of grass 


* As soon as the darkness of the understanding is dispelled and true 
knowledge succeeds, the Soul becomes visible.-T. 

... t I. e., who adopts the Sannyasa or the last mode of life after 
having duly gone through the preceding modes,— T. 



not return.—- T. 


Section CCXLIX. 

“ ‘Vyasa said, — The objects by which one is surrounded 
are created by the Understanding, The Soul, without being 
connected with them, stands aloof, presiding over them** 
It is the Understanding that creates all objects* The three 
primary qualities are continually being transformed (for the 
production of objects). The Kshetrajna or Soul, endued 
with puissance, presides over them all, without, however,, 
mingling with them * l The objects which the Understand- 
ing creates partake of its own nature. Indeed, as the 
spider creates threads (which partakes of its own material 
substance), the objects created by the Understanding partake* 
of the nature of the Understanding, 2 Some maintain that 
the qualities, when driven away by Yoga or knowledge, 
do not cease to exist. They say this because when once 
gone, the indications only of their return are not perceptible, 
(But that is no evidence of their actual destruction)* Others 
say that when dispelled by knowledge, they are at once 
destroyed never to return.f 3 Reflecting upon these two 
opinions properly, one should strive one’s best according to 
the way one thinks proper. It is by this way that one 
should attain to eminence and take refuge in one’s own Soul 

* 4 Gan&n’ in the first line means ‘Vishay&n 5 , in the second line it 
means ‘Sattwadin’. ‘VikriyataU is ‘vik&ram bhajamkn&n. How the 
Understanding creates objects has been explained in the previous Sec? 
tions. — T. 

f ‘Ha nivartante 5 is explained by the Commentator as l n& gbatadiv|t 
na^yanti kintu rajjuragadiva b£dha eva &c., and he conclude® by say 
that according to this theory, ‘niranvayana^a eva or, in other 

Words, that the Gunas are not m destroyed by kubwi* ■ th*y do 
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though distinct from the- clump, nevrtheiess exists in & state 
of union with it, even so these two, though different from 
each other and each exists in its own self, are to he seem 
in a state of constant union. — 5 ” 2fi 
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alone ,* 4 The Soul is without beginning and without end* 
Comprehending his Soul properly, man should move and act, 
without giving way to wrath, without indulging in joy, and 
always free from envy . 5 Catting by this means the knot that 
is in one’s heart, the knot whose existence is due to the 
operation of the faculties of the Understanding, which is 
hard (to open or cut), but which nevertheless is capable of 
being destroyed by knowledge, one should live happily, 
without giving way to grief (for anything that happens), and 
with one’s doubts dispelled.® Know that they who mingle 
in the affairs of this world are as distressed in body and mind 
as persons ignorant of the art of swimming when they slip 
from the land and fall into a large and deep river . 7 The 
man of learning, however, being conversant with the truth, 
is never distressed, for he feels like one walking over solid 
land. Indeed, he who apprehends his Soul to be such, 
as presenting only the character of Chit which has knowledge 
alone for its indication, is never distressed . 8 Indeed, a 
person, by thus comprehending the origin and end of all 
creatures, and by thus apprehending their inequalities or 
distinctions, succeeds in attaining to high felicity . 9 This 
knowledge is the possession of a Brahmana in especial by 
virtue of his birth. Knowledge of the Soul, and felicity 
like that which has been adverted to, are each fully suffi- 
cient to lead to emancipation .^ 10 By acquiring such- know- 
ledge one really becomes learned. What else is the indica- 
tion of a person of knowledge ? Having acquired such 
knowledge, they that are wise among men regard themselves 
crowned with success and become emancipate .* 11 Those 

* According to the speaker then, there is not much practical differ- 
ence between the two opinions here adverted to, and one’s course of 
conduct will not be much affected by either of the theories that one may, 
after reflection, adopt.— T. 

.+ ‘Janmaskmartham’ is explained as ‘certain to be acquired by virtue 
of birth, or of the practice of the duties laid down for one’s own order’, 
‘Parayanam J is < moksha-prkpakam\-~-T. 

t The Bengal reading ‘buddhah 3 is preferable to the Bombay reading 
Uudhah’ which would be pleonastic in view of what follows in the second 
, line.— T, . : ; . 'U' ■ 
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things that become sources of fear unto men destitute of 
knowledge do not become sources of fear unto those that are 
endued with knowledge. There is no end higher than the 
eternal end which is obtained by a person possessed of 
knowledge . 12 One beholds with aversion all earthly objects 
of enjoyment which are, of course, fraught with faults of 
every kind. Another, beholding others betake themselves 
with pleasure to such objects, is filled with sorrow. As re- 
gards this matter, however, behold, they that are conversant 
with both objects, viz., that which is fictitious and that 
which is not so, never indulge in sorrow and are truly 
happy .* 12 That which a man does without expectation of 
fruits destroys his acts of a former life. The acts, however, 
of such a person both of this and his previous life cannot 
lead to Emancipation. On the other hand, such destruction 
of former acts and such acts of this life cannot lead to what 
is disagreeable (viz., hell,) even if the man of wisdom engages, 
in acts.—’ ”+ u 


Section COL. 

“ ‘Cuka said,— Let thy reverence tell me of that which 
is the foremost of all duties, indeed, of that duty than which 
no higher one exists in this world. 1 

“ ‘Vyasa said, -I shall now tell thee of duties having a 
very ancient origin and laid down by the Mishis, duties that 
are distinguished above ail others. Listen to me with un- 
divided attention ! 2 The senses that are maddening should 
carefully be restrained by the understanding like a sire 
restraining his own inexperienced children liable to fall into 


* ‘Lokam’ is explained as ‘lokyate iti lokah’, i e., ‘objects of enjoy- 
ment such as wife, &c.; ‘aturam, is ‘afflicted with faults or defects'. 
‘Ubhayam krit&kritam' is, as the Commentator explains, ‘cokSjoka- 
rupam 3 or ‘aropitara and anaropitam 3 .— T. 

f Many of the verses of this and the previous Section correspond* 
with those of Section 194 ante. Many verbal changes, however, are 
noticeable. In consequence of those changes, the meaning sometimes 
becomes slightly and sometimes, materially different.—- T. 


318 



ma.ha.bha.ua.TA> [M okshadharma 


diverse evil habits.’ The withdrawal of the mind and the 
senses from all unworthy objects and their due concentration 

(upon worthy objects) is the highest penance That is the 

foremost of all duties. Indeed, that is said to be the highest 
duty . 4 Directing, by the aid of the understanding, the 
senses having the mind for their sixth, and without indeed, 

thinking of worldly objects which have the virtue of inspir- 
it innumerable kinds of thought, one should live contented 
with one’s own self . 5 When the senses and the mmd, with- 
drawn from the pastures among which they usually run 
loose, come back for residing in their proper abode it is 

then that thou wilt behold in thy own self the Eternal and 

Supreme Soul .* 15 Those high-souled Brahmanas that are 
possessed of wisdom succeed in beholding that Supreme and 
Universal Soul which is like unto a blazing fire in effulgence. 

As a large tree endued with numerous branches and possessed 
of many flowers and fruit does not know in which part it has 
flowers and in which it has fruits , 8 after the same manner 
the Soul, as modified by birth and other attributes, does n^ 

know whence it has come and whither it is to go. There is, 

however, an inner Soul, which beholds (knows) everything-f 
One sees the Soul oneself with the aid of the lighted lamp 
of knowledge. Beholding, therefore, thyself with thy own 
self cease to regard thy body as thyself and attain thou o 
omniscience . 10 Cleansed of all sins, like unto a snake that 
has cast off its slough, one attains to high intelligence here 
and becomes free from every anxiety and the obligation of 
acquiring a new body (in a subsequent birt ). 3 cmr 

nlowd Their proper home or abode is said bo be B>ct nia. 

^tathT T very' indefinite. The Commentator thinks it implies 
^a^dhi., , Z the perishable Understanding. I F^-ever 
to take it as employed in the sense of Chit as modified by birth It 
eolt I think, to tbe samething in the end. The ‘inner Soul’ 
perhaps, the Soul or Chit as unmodified by birth and attributes. * 
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spreading in diverse directions, frightful is this river of life 
bearing the world onward in its course. The five senses are 
its crocodiles. The mind and its purposes are the shores. 12 
Cupidity and stupifaction of judgment are the grass and 
straw that float on it, covering its bosom. Lust and wrath 
are the fierce reptiles that live in it. Truth forms the 
tirtha by its miry banks. Falsehood forms its surges, anger 
its mire. 13 Taking its rise from the Unmanifest, rapid is 
its current, and incapable of being crossed by persons of 
uncleansed souls. Do thou, with the aid of the understand- 
ing, cross that river having desires for its alligators ! 14 The 
world and its concerns constitute the ocean towards which 
that river runs. Genus and species constitute its unfathom- 
able depth that none can understand. One’s birth, 0 child, 
is the source from which that stream takes its rise. Speech 
constitutes its eddies. Difficult to cross, 16 only men of 
learning and wisdom and understanding succeed in crossing 
it. Crossing it, thou wilt succeed in freeing thyself from 
every attachment, acquiring a tranquil heart, knowing the 
Soul, and becoming pure in every respect. 11 Relying then 
on a purged and elevated understanding, thou wilt succeed in 
becoming Brahma’s self. Having dissociated thyself from 
every worldly attachment, having acquired a purified Soul 
and transcending every kind of sin, 17 look thou upon the 
world like a person looking from the mountain top upon 
creatures creeping below on the Earth’s surface ! Without 
giving way to wrath or joy, and without forming any cruel 
wish, thou wilt succeed in beholding the origin and the 
destruction of all created objects. 18 They that are endued 
with wisdom regard such an act to be the foremost of all 
things. Indeed, this act of crossing the river of life is 
regarded by the foremost of righteous persons, by ascetics 
conversant with the truth, to be the highest of all acts that 
one can accomplish. 19 This knowledge of the all-pervading 
Soul is intended to be imparted to one’s son. It should be 
inculcated unto one that is of restrained senses, that is 
honest in behaviour, and that is docile or submissive. 20 This 
knowledge of. the Soul, of which I have just now spoken, tft 
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thee, 0 child, and the evidence of whose truth is furnished 
by the Soul itself, is a mystery, — indeed, the greatest of all: 
mysteries, and the very highest knowledge that one can 
attain. 21 Brahma hath no sex,— male, female, or neuter. ;; 
It is neither sorrow nor happiness. It hath for its essence 
the past, the future, and the present. 22 Whatever one’s sex, 
male or female, the person that attains to the knowledge of 
Brahma hath never to undergo rebirth. This duty (of Yoga) 
hath been inculcated for attaining to exemption from re- 
birth.* 22 These words that I have used for answering thy 
question lead to Emancipation in the same way as the 
diverse other opinions advanced by diverse other sages that 
have treated of this subject. I have expounded the topic to’ 
thee after the manner in which it should be expounded. ' 
Those opinions sometimes become productive of fruit and 
sometimes not. (The words, however, that I have used are 
of a different kind, for these are sure to lead to suecess.)f' i4 
For this reason, 0 good child, a preceptor, when asked by a* 
contented, meritorious, and self-restrained son or disciple, 
should, with a deligated heart, inculcate, according to their 
true import, these instructions that I have inculcated for the 


Section OOLI. 


* ‘Abhavapratipattyartbam’ is explained by the Commentator as 
‘for the attainment of the unborn or the soul’.— T. 

t The Commentator explains the first line thus : ‘yatha sarvanl 
ma't&ui tathS, et&ui vachansi me’. He takes the words ‘yatha tatha kathi« 
tfcai mays’ as implying that ‘I have treated of the topic yathS . 



* The Commentator explains that ‘fcasya tasya’ has reference to 
‘gandh&deh’. 4 Prachariah } means ‘vyavah&ra’, ‘Pa^yatakUs Vidush&hA — T. 

t I. one that only knows the Vedas and has observed the vow of 
Bralimacharvya is not a superior Erkhraana, To become so requires 
something more. — T. 

| I follow the Commentator closely in rendering this verse. ‘Sarva» 
vit> is taken in the sense of ‘BrahmavitA ^Ak^ma-h’ is one contented 
with knowledge of Self. Such a man, the Gratis declare, never dies or 
perishes. The two negatives in the last elause nullify each other. The 
Burdvtaii translator, with the gloss before him, for he cites copiously* 
from ;ifc, misunderstands the negatives. K. P. Singha is correct. -^T. 

9 ‘Avidkanat’ is explained as ‘dayanaishkamyayoraaaau3arauat , ,-»*T^ ■, 
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behaviour of a BiTAmana possessed of vision ^ 1 He that hath 
studied all the Yedas, having waited dutifully on his pre- 
ceptor and observed the vow of Brahmacharyya, he that 
knows all the Richs, Yajushes, and Samans, is not a regener- 
ate person .*] -3 One that behaves towards all creatures as if 
one is their kinsman, and one that is acquainted with 
Brahma, is said to be conversant with all the Vedas. One 
that is divested of desire, (being contented with know- 
ledge of the Soul), never dies. It is by such a behaviour 
and such a frame of mind that one becomes a truly regener- 


ate person .^ 3 Having performed only various kinds of 


religious rites and diverse sacrifices completed with gift of 
Bakshina, one does not acquire the status of a Brahmana 
if one is devoid of compassion and hath not giyen up desire,$* 
When one ceases to fear all creatures and when all creatures 
cease to fear one, when one never desires for anything nor 
cherishes aversion for anything, then is one said to attain 
to the status of Brahma A When one abstains from injur- 
ing all creatures in thought, speech, and act, then is one 
said to acquire the status of Brahma * There is only one 
kind of bondage in this world, viz., the bondage of desire, 
and no other. One that is freed from the bondage of desire 
attains to the status of Brahma J Freed from desire like the 
Moon emerged from murky clouds, the man of wisdom, purged 
of all stains, lives in patient expectation of his time . 8 That 
person into whose mind all sorts of desire enter like diverse 
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streams failing into the ocean without being able to enhance 
its- limits by their discharge, succeeds in obtaining tranquilli- 
ty, bub not he who cherishes desire for all earthly objects , 9 
Such a person becomes happy in consequence of the fruition 
of all his wishes, and not he who cherishes desire for earthly 
objects. The latter, even if he attains to heaven, has to fall 
away from it .* 10 The Yedas have truth for their recondite 
■object. Truth hath the subjugation of the senses for its 
recondite object. The subjugation of the senses hath charity 
for its recondite object. Charity hath penance for its recon- 
dite object . 11 Penance hath renunciation for its recondite 
object. Renunciation hath happiness for its recondite object. 
Happiness hath heaven for its recondite object. Heaven hath 
tranquillity for. its recondite object ,-}- 12 For the sake of con- 
tentment thou shouldst wish to obtain a serene understand- 
ing which is a precious possession, being indicative of Eman- 
cipation, and which, scorching grief and all purposes or 
doubts together with thirst, destroys them completely m 
the end.+ is One possessed of those six attributes, viz., 
contentment, grieflessness, freedom from attachment, peace- 
fulness, cheerfulness, and freedom from envy, is sure to 
become full or complete .! 14 They that, transc en ding a ll 

* ‘Kamakantah’ is explained as ‘kamaih kSntah,’ i. e., ‘manoharah’.— T. 

+ Heaven is Brahma iuvested with attributes. Tranquillity of soul 
i3 Brahma uninvested with attributes. ‘Upanishat’ is explained as 
hahasyam 1 . This I render ‘recondite object’.. The sense of the verse is 
that each of the things mentioned is useless without that which comes 
next; and as tranquillity or Brahma uninvested with attributes is the 
ultimate end, the Vedas and truth, &c„ are valuable only because 

they lead to tranquillity.— T. . 

+ Both the Vernacular translators have rendered this Verse wrong- 
ly. In the first place, ‘ichcchasi’ is equivalent to ‘ichccheta’. ‘Santoshfit’ 
is ‘for the sake of santosha’. ‘Sattwam’ is ‘buddhiprasadam . Manas 
is explained as ‘sankalpa or sam ? aya>. The grammatical order is 
Pokamanasoh santapya kledanam’. The Commentator adds san.apa- 
miti namulantam’, i. e., formed by the suffix namul. T. 

: # ‘Samagrah’ is literally ‘full or complete,’ implying that such a 

man becomes ‘jnana-triptah’. Only five attributes are mentioned in this 
Verse: hut rnnmha mentioned in Verse 13 should be taken to make 
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consciousness of body, know the Soul which resides within 
the body and which is understood by only persons of wisdom 
with the aid of the six entities (already mentioned, viz,, the 
Vedas and truth fee.) when endowed with only- the attribute 
•of Sattwa, and with the aid also of the other three (viz,. 
Instruction, meditation, and Yoga), succeed in attaining to 
Emancipation.* 15 The man of wisdom, by understanding 
the Soul which presides within the body, which is divested of 
the attributes of birth and death, which exists, in its own- 
nature, which being uninvested with attributes requires no 
act of purification, and which is identical with Bvahma r 
enjoys beatitude that knows no termination. 1 ® The gratifi- 
cation that the man of wisdom obtains by restraining his 
mind from wandering in all directions and fixing it wholly 
on the Soul is such that its like cannot be attained by one 
through any other means. 17 He is said to be truly conver- 
sant with the Vedas who is conversant with that which 
gratifies one whose stomach is empty, which pleases one who* 
Is indigent, and which invigorates one whose limbs are dry. 18 
Suspending his senses that have been duly restrained from 
unworthy indulgence, he who lives engaged in Yoga medita- 
tion, is said to be a Brahmana. Such a person is said to b<r 
distinguished above others. Such a person is said to derive 
his joys from the Soul. 19 With reference' to one who lives 
after having weakened desire and devoting himself to the 
highest topic of existence, it should be said that his happi 


* Both the Vernacular translators have rendered this' Verse in* 
correctly. In the first place ‘shadbhih* has reference to the six things 
mentioned in Verses 11 and 12 above. These six again should bo 
*satwaganopetaih’ L <?., destitute of the attributes of Kajas and Tama% 
Unless freed from those two, even the six, of themselves, will not 
lead to knowledge of the Soul. ‘Triblnh 1 has reference to ‘CravahaL, 
manana, and mdLdhy&sanah ‘I hast ham’ is ‘residing within the body*. 
tPretya* implies transcending consciousness of body or ‘Jivafci eva 
dehe dehkbhimknkdutthayah ‘Tarn gun am J is hmiktad&kshanamV Thb 
sense, in simple words, is this : transcending all consciousness -of body 
they that succeed in knowing the Soul which resides within the body 
become emancipated. The first line of the Verse simply points out 
iow the Soul may be Ttimwp-*'— Ti . ’ . " ’ . * 
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ness is continuously enhanced like the lunar disc (in the 
lighted fortnight )/ 20 Like the Sun dispelling darkness, 
felicity dispels the sorrows of that Yogin who transcends 
both the gross and the subtile elements, as also Mahal and 
■the Unmanifest/j - 21 Decrepitude and death cannot assail 
that Brahmana who has got beyond the sphere of acts, who 
has transcended the destruction of the Ganas themselves, 
and who is no longer attached to worldly objects / 22 Indeed, 
when the Yogin, freed from everything, lives in a state 
transcending both attachment and aversion, he is said to 
transcend in even this life his senses and all their objects . 23 
That Yogin, who having transcended Prakriti attains to the 
Highest Cause, becomes freed from the obligation of a return 
to the world in consequence of his having attained to that 
which is the highest.— ”$ H 


Section COLIL 


“ ‘Vyasa said, — Unto a disciple that wishes to enquire 
after Emancipation after having transcended all pairs of 
opposites and accomplished the concerns of both profit and 
religion, an accomplished preceptor should first recount all 
that has been said in the foregoing section, which is* 
elaborate, on the topic of Adhyatrna.IT 2 - Space, wind, light, 


* J Anweti 3 Is explained as Vardhateh — T. 

t The reading I adopt is ‘savigeshani 3 and not *avigesh&ni 3 although 
the latter is not incorrect. In treatises on yoga, ‘vigeshah 3 imply the 
gross elements and the eleven senses including the mind. ‘Avigesh&h® 
imply the five subtile elements (tanmatraui) and buddhi . By ‘Gunan* 
Is meant here Mahat and Avyakta or Prakriti. If ‘avigeshani 3 be 
.t^ken* the reference to the subtile elements would imply that the 
grosser ones have already been transcended. — T. 

J ‘ Atikr&ntagun a-kshay a m 5 , i, one who has transcended disre* 
gards the very puissance that the destruction of the gunas is said to 
bring about.— T. 

$ ‘E&ryyat&m 3 is Prakriti which alone is active, Purusha being 
Inactive. Paramam k&ranam* is, of course, Brahma uninvested with 

attributes.— rT* •, 

is governed by ‘apiishthiiah 3 , s Mahat ? here Is el a,- 

, , ^ * *•<■' * ■ 
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• water, and earth counted as the fifth, and bhava and 
abhava and time, exist in all living creatures having the 
five for their constituent ingredients .* 2 Space is unoccupied 
interval. The organs of hearing consist of space. One 
conversant with the science of entities endued with form 
should know that space has sound for its attribute . 3 The 
feet (that assist at locomotion) have wind for their essence; 
The vital breaths are made of wind. The sense of touch 
(skin) has wind for its essence, and touch is the attri- 
bute of wind . 4 Heat, the digestive fire in the stomach, 
light that discovers all things, the warmth that is in 
the body, and eye counted as the fifth, are all of light 
which has form of diverse colors for its attribute . 5 Liquified 
discharges, solubility, and all kinds of liquid matter are of 
water. Blood, marrow, and all else (in the body) that is 
cool, should be known to have water for their essence. The 
tongue is the sense of taste, and taste is regarded as the 
attribute of water . 0 All solid substances are of earth, as 
also bones, teeth, nails, beard, the bristles on the body, 
hair, nerves, sinews, and skin . 7 The nose is called the 
sense of scent. The object of that sense, viz., scent, should 
be known as the attribute of earth . 8 Each subsequent 
element possesses the attribute or attributes of the preced- 
ing one besides its own.f* In all living creatures again are 
the (three) supplementary entities (viz., avidya, kama, and 


karma) + 


The Rishis thus declared the five elements and 


borate. The speaker, having first discussed the subject elaborately, 
intends to speak of it in brief in this Section.— T; 

* ‘Panch&su’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘Panchatmakeslm’, 
Hence, he properly points out that 'bhava’ and ‘abh&va’ and 'kala’ are 
included by the speaker within 'bhutas’ or primary elements. 'Bhava 3 
implies the four entities called karma, s&manya, "vigesha, and sama^ 
-way a. By 'abhava* is meant a negative state with respect to certain 
attributes not possessed by a thing. We cannot think of a thing with 
out thinking of it as uninvested with certain attributes w at ever ofchei: 
attributes it may possess. — T. 

t Enlarged, the construction of the original becomes thus: *ut? 
tareshu (bhuteshu) (purvabhuta) gun ah (santi). — T, ’ 

f £ 'TTttar&h* imply the three entities known by the names of Ayidy& 
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the effects and attributes flowing from or belonging to 
them . 9 The mind forms the ninth in the calculation, and 
the understanding is regarded as the tenth. . The Soul, 
which is infinite, is called the eleventh. It is regarded 
as this all and as the highest . 10 The mind has doubt for its 
essence. The understanding discriminates and causes cer- 
tainty. The Soul (which, as already said, is infinite,) be- 
comes known as Jiva invested with body (or jivatman) 
through consequences derived from acts .* 11 That man who 
looketh upon the en tire assemblage of living creatures to 
be unstained though endued with all these entities having 
time for their essen ce, has never to recur to acts affected; 
by error. — ’ ”+ la 


Section GCLIII. 


«. ‘Vyasa said, — Those that are conversant with the scrip- 
tures behold, with the aid of acts laid down in the scrip- 
tures, the Soul which is clothed in a subtile body and is 
exceedingly subtile and which is dissociated from the gross 


(Ignorance), Kama (desire), and Karma (acts). This part of the Verse 
is skipped over by the Vernacular translators. — T. 

* J t e. 9 the soul, when invested with Avidya and desire becomes & 
living creature and engages in acts. It is through consequences then 
that are derived from acts that the infinite Soul (or Chit) becomes 
Jivatman. — T. 

t This is a very difficult Verse and no wonder that both the Verna- 
cular versions are defective. 3SL. P. Singha gi ves the substance, skipp* 
ing over many of the words. The Burdwan translator, though citing 
largely from the gloss, misunderstands both Verse and gloss com* 
pletely. The grammatical construction is this ; ‘Ebliih sarvaih kalafe* 
m&kaih bh&vaih anwitam sarvam yah akalusham pa^yati (sah) samoham 
karma nanuvartateh ‘Sarvam 5 here refers to ‘prahij&tam 5 or the entire 
assemblage of - living creatures. . ‘Kalatmakaih bhavaih 5 is puny a* 
pap&di samsk&rktmabhih 5 . ‘Bhavaih 5 is taken by the Commentator as 
equivalent to ‘bMv&nlbhih 5 . I prefer to take it in the sense of entity. 
He who looks upon these as ‘akalusham 5 , i. e. as unstained Chit, (that 
i% lie who has a knowledge of the Soul,) becomes freed from ,‘samor 
ham karma 5 , u e., succeeds in becoming ‘nishkamah 5 in consequence 
hi hkr- acquaintance with ‘dtottattwah— 1 T-s- - - 
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body in which ifc re sides .* 1 As the rays of the Sun that- 
course in dense masses through every part of the firmament 
are incapable of being seen by the naked eye though their, 
existence is capable of being inferred by reason, after the 
same manner, existent beings freed from gross bodies and 
wandering in the universe are beyond the ken of human 
vision.f 2 As the effulgent disc of the Sun is beheld in the 
water in a counter-image, after the same manner the Yogin 
beholds within gross bodies the existent self in its counter- 
Image .* 3 All those souls again that are encased in subtil© 
forms after being freed from the gross bodies in which they 
resided, are perceptible to Yogins who have subjugated 
their senses and who are endued with knowledge of the soul* 
Indeed, aided by their own souls, Yogins behold those 
invisible beings . 4 Whether asleep or awake, during the 
day as in the night, and during the night as in day time* 
they who apply themselves to Yoga alter casting off all the 
creations of the understanding and the Rajas born of acts, 
as also the very puissance that Yoga begets, succeed in keep- 
ing their llnga form under complete control.^* The jiva 

* ‘Conversant with the scriptures*, *. Yogin ; ‘acts laid down 
in the scriptures* are the practices connected with Yoga. ‘Caririnam'i 
the Commentator takes, implies the Soul as invested with a subtile 
body ; of course, ‘Caririn' as distinguished from ‘Cariram* generally 
means the Soul or the owner of the Cariram without reference to the 
body* Hence, the word cannot be taken as referring to the Soul as 
uninvested with the linga-carira.— T. 

t I follow the Commentator in his exposition of this Terse* ‘Sahb 
fcah 5 is ‘nividah* ; ‘dricyamanah’ is explained as ‘though unseen by the 
eye is. yet realised through instruction and by the aid pf reason.*— T. 

| ‘Tapah* is ‘ra§mi-manda]arn'. ‘Pratkrupam* is ‘pratyupa-dhi** 
‘Satwam* is ‘satwapradhana-lingam*. The sense, in simple words, 
seems to be that the Yogin beholds within his own body and those of 
Others the Souls or Chits residing there as invested in subtile forms,— T* 

.§ Both ‘^tmachintitam* and ‘karmajam rajas 3 are governed by 
‘Jahat&m*. The first means all that is ‘kalpitah* in self, £ e. 3 th$ 
.creations of the understanding or the mind, implying, of course, -the 
Objects of the senses or the external world. The second means 
Trhmadi vyasanam 5 , i e- 3 the calamit ies constituted by ■ desire, &e , 3 
‘Pradhhuadwaidhamukt&h’ is one who is freed- from identity with* 
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osins, always endued with the seven 

and the five 
in all regions 
I say ‘always,’ 
accordance with the common 
reality, that lingo, form is terminable * T 
(without having been able to 
under the influence of his mind and 
g, discriminates, even in his dreams, his own 

other and experiences (even then) both 

n Yes, in ev en his dreams he enjoys 
and suffers .misery ; end yielding to strati and 

meats with oalamiti « ot ' , " 10UB kl " as ' I ” "* 
wealth and feels highly gratified: 
and sees (and hears, &c.,) as 
10 Wonderful it is to note 
ich has to lie within the uterus and amid 
,1 heat, and which has to pass a period of full 
a that place, is not digested and reduced to Sea- 
food within the- stomach » Men overwhelmed 
ies of Rvjas and Tamas never succeed in behold- 
ae gross body the Ji va-soul which is a portion 
;me Soul of transcendent effulgence and whic 
lie heart of every creature. 14 They who betake 
50 the science of Yoga for the purpose of obtain- 
^ ft nu 1 succeed in transcending the 


subtile entitles, (viz., Mahat, consciousness, 
tanmatra of the five elemental entities,) roves 
of bliss, freed from decrepitude and death, 
and ‘freed from death’ only in 
form of speech, for in 
That man, however, who 
transcend them) is 
understand!! 
body from that of an 
pleasure and pain.j" 
happiness 
cupidity, 

dreams he acquires great 
accomplishes meritorious acts, 

Urn Ana* in his wakeful hours, 
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One that is of pure heart is always filled with cheerfulness 
and hath no fear from any direction. Such a person never 
sees his own misconduct in others. 16 * Persons engaged in 
doing good to all creatures have said that the practice of 
charity is another high duty. They that are possessed of 
wealth think that this duty has been laid down by those 
that are indigent . 17 When, however, those wealthy men meet 
with poverty in consequence of some turn of fortune, the 
practice of charity then recommends itself to them. Men that 
are exceedingly wealthy do not necessarily meet with happi- 
ness.f 18 Knowing how painful it is to himself, a person 
should never do that to others which he dislikes when done 
to him by others .^ 19 What can one who becomes the lover 
pf another mans wife say to another man (guilty of the 
same transgression)? It is seen, however, that even such a 
one, when he sees his lady with another lover, becomes un- 
able to forgive the acfc .$' i0 How can one who wishes to him- 
self draw breath think of preventing another by a murder- 
ous act from doing the same ? Whatever wishes one enter- 
tains with respect to one’s own self, one should certainly 
cherish with respect to another . 21 With the surplus wealth 
one may happen to own one should relieve the wants of the 
indigent. It is for this reason that the Creator ordained tha 
practice of increasing ones wealth (by trade or laying it out? 
at interest ),!! 22 One should walk along that path by pro- 

* Implying tbafc such a man is always alive to his own faults. He 
never thinks that others are guilty of an offence which he, in a moment 
of temptation, may have committed. — T. 

t K. P. Singha mistranslates this line. — T. 

I Tne construction is not at all difficult ; yet both the Vernacular 
translators have misunderstood it, the Burdwan* version being thorough- 
ly unintelligible. This is only another form of the well known saying; 
«—>Do to others.asf ou would that they should do to you.’ — T. 

$ The Burdwan translator gives an incorrect version of the second 
line : *yad’ is equivalent to ‘y&di 1 : 'anyasya’ stands for ^anyam’. The geiie- 
tive inflection is used for the accusative. ‘Tafcah 5 stands for < fcasmin , s 
implying ‘aupapatye vishaye 5 . ‘Kuryat’ is c driggochari*kuvyat\— T, 

IF The surplus should not be coveted for its own sake but for Such 
'use, — T. 
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eeeding along which one may hope to meet with the deities; 
or, at such times when wealth is gained, adherence to the 
duties of sacrifice and gift is laudable.”* The sages have 
said that the accomplishment of objects by means of agree- 
able (pacific) means is righteousness. See , 0 Yudhishthira, 
that even this is the criterion that has been kept in view in 
declaring the indications of righteousness and iniquity.f 24 
In days of old the Creator ordained righteousness endowing 
it with the power of holding the world together. The con- 
duct of the good, that is fraught with excellence, is subject- 
ed to (numerous) restraints for acquiring righteousness which 
depends upon many delicate considerations. 25 The indica- 
tions of righteousness have now been recounted to thee, O 
foremost one of Kuru’s race ! Do not, therefore, at any time 
, se t thy understanding upon any act that is wrong.’ ” 28 


Section CCLX. 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘Thou sayest that righteousness or 
duty depends upon delicate considerations, that it is indica- 
ted by the conduct of those that are called good, that it is 
fraught with restraints (from numerous acts), and that its 
indications are also contained in the Vedas. It seems to me, 
however, that I have a certain inward light in consequence of 
which I can discriminate between right and wrong by in- 
ferences.;: 1 Numerous questions that I had intended to ask 

•thee have all been answered by thee. There is one question, 
however, that I shall presently ask. It is not prompted, O 
king, by desire of empty disputation. 2 All these embodied 
creatures, it seems, take birth, exist, and leave their bodies, 
of their own nature. Duty and its reverse, therefore, 
corvnot be ascertained, 0 Bharata, by study of the scriptures 

* The second line is incorrectly rendered by K. P. Singha. T. 

- t ‘Priyabhyupagatam’ is 'priyena praptam’ and not ‘hingsayA’. T. 

+ j am n ot sure that I have understood the original correctly. 
Nilakantha says that the sense intended to be conveyed is that Yudbish- 
thira fiuds fault with Bhishma’s previous discourse on the indications o£ 
righteousness,— T. , - • ' ' ; S 
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alone .* 3 The duties of a person who is well off are of one- 
kind. Those of a person who has fallen into distress . are 
of another kind. How can duty respecting seasons of dis- 
tress be ascertained by reading the scriptures alone ?f 4 The 
acts of the good, thou hast said, constitute righteousness (or 
duty). The good, however, are to be ascertained by their" 
acts. The definition, therefore, has for its foundation,, a 
begging of the question, with the result that what is meant 
by conduct of the good remains unsettled . 5 It is seen that 
some ordinary person commits unrighteousness while ap- 
parently achieving righteousness. Some extraordinary per- 
son again may be seen who achieves righteousness by 
committing acts that are apparently unrighteous .! 3 Then,, 
again, the proof (of what I say) has been furnished by even 
those that are well conversant with the scriptures themselves,, 
for it has been beard by us that the ordinances of the Vedas 
disappear gradually in every successive age . 7 The duties in 
the Krita age are of one kind. Those in the Trefca are of 

* The argumenty as explained by the Commentator is this : Rhishma 
lias said that righteousness and its reverse arise from one’s acts produc- 
ing happiness or misery to others, and that they both affect one’s future 
life in respect of the happiness and misery enjoyed or endured therein. 
But living creatures says Yudhishfchira, are seen to take their births,, 
exist, and die, of their own nature. Nature, therefore, seems to be the* 
efficient cause of birth, existence, and death, and not the declarations in 
the Gratis, consistent though those declarations be with considerations of 
felicity or the reverse. The study of the Vedas, therefore, cannot alone 
lead to a knowledge of righteousness and its reverse. — T. 

. f Distress may be of infinite variety. Derrogation also from duty 
may, therefore, be of infinite variety. It is impossible to note these 
<ierrogations (justifiable in view of the degree of distress felt) in any 
code of morals however comprehensive. — T. 

t The Commentator cites the example of Ciidras listening to forbid- 
den scriptures in expectation of merit. They commit sin by such acts. 
Then again high Br&hmanas like Agastya, by cursing the denizens of 
the Dandaka forest, achieved great merit. In persons universally call- 
ed ordinary or even low, indications are observable of good behaviour* 
and in those acknowledged to be good and respectable, acts may be 
noticed that are not good. That, therefore, which is called the conduct 
of the good is extremely unascertain able. — T. '*■. . 
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another kind, and those in the Dwapara are again different. 
The duties in the Kali age, again, are entirely of another 
kind. It seems, therefore, that duties have been laid down 
for the respective ages according to the powers of human 
beings in the respective ages . 8 When, therefore, all the 
declarations in the Vedas do not apply equally to all the 
ages, the saying that the declarations of the Vedas are true 
is only a popular form of speech indulged in for popular 
satisfaction.' From the Qrutis have originated the Smritis 
whose scope again is very wide . 9 If the Vedas be authority 
for everything, then authority would attach to the Smritis 
also for the latter are based on the former. When, how- 
ever, the Crutis and the Smritis contradict each other, 
how can either be authoritative ? 10 Then again it is seen 
that when some wicked persons of great might cause certain 
portions of certain courses of righteous acts to be stopped, 
these are destroyed for ever .* 11 Whether we know it or not 
know it, whether we are able to ascertain it or not to ascer- 
tain it, the course of duty is finer than the edge of a razor 
and grosser than even a mountain . 12 Righteousness (in the 
form of sacrifices and other religious acts) at first appears m 

the form of the romantic edifices of vapour seen in the dis- 
tant sky. When, however, it is examined by the learned. 
It disappears and becomes invisible.f 13 Kike the small ponds 
at which cattle drink or the shallow aqueducts along cuifi- 

* The commentator cites the instance of the stoppage of the Horse- 
sacrifice in consequence of the interference of Indra with Janamejaya 
while the latter was bent upon celebrating one for the acquisition of 
merit. — T. 

.1 + The vapoury edifices and forms seen in the distant sky are called 

•Gandharva- nagara 1 from the popular belief that they are cities or towns 
Inhabited by the Gandharvas, a class of beings superior to men. These 
; 'appear to the view only to disappear very soon. "What the speaker 

1 '■ wishes to say is that sacrifices and religious acts at first appear roman- 

tic and delightful in consequence of the fruits they hold forth, mz, t 
heaven and felicity. But when they are examined by the light of 
philosophy, they disappear or shrink into nothingness, for as acts, they 
- p| l^nsitory and their consequences too are of the same character.- 1 -’]:. 
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vated fields, that dry up very soon, the eternal practices 
inculcated in the Smritis, falling into discontinuance, at 
last disappear totally (in the Kali age ). 14 Amongst men 
that are not good some are seen to become hypocrites (in 
respect of the acquisition of righteousness) by suffering 
themselves to be urged by desire. Some become so, urged 
by the wishes of others. Others, numbering many, tread in 
the same path, influenced by diverse other motives of a 
similar character. 16 * It cannot be denied that such acts, 
(though accomplished by persons under the influence of evil 
passions) are righteous. Fools, again, say that righteousness 
is an empty sound among those called good. They ridicule 
such persons and regard them as men destitute of reason , 10 
Many great men, again, turning back (from the duties of 
their own order) betake themselves to the duties of the kingly 
order. No such conduct, therefore, is to be seen (as observ- 
ed by any man), which is fraught with universal benevo- 
lence .*!* 17 By a certain course of conduct one becomes really 
meritorious. That very course of conduct obstructs another 
in the acquisition of merit. Another, by practising at 
his pleasure that conduct, it is seen, remains unchanged ^ 18 
Thus that conduct by which one becomes meritorious impedes 
another in the acquisition of merit. One may thus see that 
all courses of conduct are seen to lose singleness of purpose 
and character , 19 It seems, therefore, that only that whieh 


* The object of this Verse is to shew that it is extremely difficult to 
ascertain who the good are whose conduet should be taken as the stand- 
ard of righteousness.-— T. 

f The Commentator cites the instance of Drona and others of tha 
class. These men must be regarded as Mahajanas and Skdhus, but how 
can their conduct be regarded as righteous ? What Yudhishthira means 
to say is that- the standards of righteousness or that by which a good 
man may be known, is difficult of ascertainment. — T. 

t The examples of Vigwamitra, J&madagnya, and Vanish tha are 
cited by the Commentator. The first won pre-eminence by bis mastery 
over weapons. The second lost his character as a Brabmana by the pro- 
fession of arms. The third lost nothing although be punished Yi$W8« 
insolence by using ercn carnal weapobs;-«H^%f. v , ; ■ . * 
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the learned of ancient times called righteousness is righteous- 
ness to this day ; and through that course of conduct (which 
the learned so settled) the distinctions and limitations (that 
govern the world) have become eternal.*’ ” 20 


Section CCLXL 


<f Bhishma said, — 'In this connection is cited the old 
narrative of the conversation of Tuladhara with Jajali on 
the topic of righteousness. 1 There was once a Brahmana of 
the name of Jajali who lived in a certain forest, practising 
the ways of a forest-recluse.f 1 Of austere penances, he 
proceeded on a certain occasion towards the sea-shore, and 
arrived there began to practise the most severe penances. 2 
Observing many vows and restraints, his food regulated by 
many rules of fast, his body clad in rags and skins, bearing 
matted locks on his head his entire person smeared with 
filth and clay, that Brahmana possessed of intelligence, passed 
many years there, suspending speech (and engaged in Yoga 
meditation). 3 Possessed of great energy, that regenerate . asce- 
tic, 0 monarch, while living within the waters (of the sea), 
roamed through all the worlds with the speed of the mind, 
desirous of seeing all things.! 4 Having beheld the whole 
Earth bounded by the ocean and adorned with rivers and 
lakes and woods, the ascetic one day, while sitting under 
the water, began to think in this strain/’ — In this world of 
mobile and immobile creatures there is none equal to me !' 


* What Yudhishthira says here is that righteousness or virtue or 
duty does not depend upon the Gratis or the Smritis, nor upon consider- 
ations of happiness or misery. On the other hand, righteousness is 
arbitrary in respect of its standard, that being called righteous which 
was called so by the learned of ancient times. As regards happiness or 
misery, its cause is eternal nature. — T. 

f *In this connection’, z. e,, the subject of the true cause to which 
Is to be ascribed the dispensation of happiness or its reverse. — T. 

. % His gross body was within the water. Neverthless, by Yoga 
power, he was able to rove over the world in his subtile body and be- 
hold everything he wished to see.— T. „ ' ' ' ' ' ^ 
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Who can roam with me among the stars and planets in the 
firmament and dwell again within the waters 1° Unseen by 
the Rakahaaas while he repeated this to himself, the Piga- 
chas said unto him, — 'It behoves thee not to say so l 1 There 
is a man, named Tuladhara, possessed of great fame and 
■engaged in the business of buying and selling. Even he, 0 
best of regenerate persons, is not worthy of saying such 
words as .thou sayest ! 8 — Thus addressed by those beings, 
Jajali of austere penances replied unto them, saying,— I shall 
see that famous Tuladhara who is possessed of such wisdom !" 
—When the Mishi said those words, those superhuman 
beings raised him from the sea, and said unto him,— 0 best 
■of regenerate persons, go thou along this road ! 10 — Thus ad- 
dressed by those beings, Jajali proceeded onwards with a 
■cheerless heart. Arrived at Baranasi he met Tuladhara whom 
he addressed, saying the following words. 11 

“Yudhishthira said,— ‘What, 0 sire, are those difficult 
feats that Jajali had performed before in consequence of 
which he had acquired such high success ? It behoveth 
thee to describe them to me !’ 13 

“Bhisbma said,— ‘Jajali had become engaged in penances 
of the severest austerities. He used to perform ablutions 
morning and evening. 18 Carefully tending his fires, he was 
•devoted to the study of the Vedas. Well conversant with 
the duties laid down for forest recluses, Jajali, (in conse- 
quence of his practices) seemed to blaze with effulgence.* 1 * 
He continued to live in the woods, engaged all the while in 
penances. But he never regarded himself as one that had 
acquired any merit by his acts. In the season of rains he 
slept under the open sky. In autumn he sat in water. 16 In 
•summer he exposed himself to the sun and the wind. Still 
he never regarded himself as one that had acquired any 
merit through such acts. He used to sleep on diverse kinds 
of painful beds and also on the bare earth. 10 Once on a 
time, that ascetic, while standing under the sky in the 


* ‘Criyk’ is explained by the Commentator as implying the posses- 
aion of Vedic lore.— T, 
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Reason of rains, received on his head repeated downpours 
from the clouds . 17 He had to pass through the woods re- 
peatedly. What with exposure to the rains and what with 
the filth they caught, the locks of that sinless Rishi became 
entangled and intertwined with one another . 18 On one oc- 
casion that great ascetic, abstainin g entirely from food and 
living upon air alone, stood in the fores t like a post of wood. 
Unmoved at heart, he stood there, without once stirring an 
inch . 19 While he stood there like a wooden post, perlectly 
immovable, O Bharata, a pair of Rvilincja birds, O king, 
built their nest on his head . 80 Filled with compassion, the 
great Rishhs suffered that feathery couple in building their 
nest among his matted locks with shreds of grass . 21 And 
as the ascetic stood there like a post of wood, the two birds 
lived on his head in happy trustfulness . 18 The season of 
rains passed away and autumn c ame. The couple, urged by 
desire, approached eich other according to the law of the 
Creator, and in complete trustfulness laid their eggs, O 
king, on the head of that Rishi . 2S Of rigid vows and pos- 
sessed of energy, the ascetic knew it. Knowing what the 
birds had done, Jajali moved not. Firmly resolved to ac- 
quire merit, no act that involved the slightest injury to 
others could recommend itself to him . 34 The feathery couple 
going away and returning every day from and to his head, 
happily and trustfully lived there, O puissant king ! 25 When 
iu the progress of time the eggs became mature and young 
ones came out, they began to grow up in that nest, for 
Jajali moved not in the least.** Firm in the observance of 
his vows, the righteous-souled Rishi continued to hold and 
protect those eggs by standing on that very spot perfectly 
motionless and rapt in Yoga meditation . 27 In course of time 
the young ones grew and became equipt with wings. The 
Jfimi knew that the young Kulingas had attained to that 
stage of development .' 28 That foremost of intelligent men, 
steady in the observance of vows, one day beheld those young 
, ones and became filled with pleasure . 23 The parent-birds, 
seeing their young ones equipt with wings, became very 
Ktippy and continued to dwell in the Riahi's head with them 


FarvaJ] 


CANTI FABYA, '■ 


in perfect trustfulness. 50 The learned Jajali saw that when 
the young birds became eqtiipt with wings they took the 
air every evening and returned to his head without having 
proceeded far). He still stood motionless on that spot. 3 * 
Sometime after he saw that, left by their parents, they wenff 
but by themselves and returned again by themselves. Jajali 
still moved not, 33 A little while after, the young birds 
going away in the morning passed the whole day out of hiss 
sight but came back in the evening for dwelling in the 
nest/ 3 Sometime after, leaving their nest for five days at 
a stretch, they returned on the sixth day. Jajali still 
moved not/ 4 Subsequently, when their strength becama 
fully developed, they left him and returned not at ail even 
after many days. 35 At last, on one occasion, leaving Him* 
they came not even after a month. Then, 0 king, Jajali 
left that spot/ 6 When they had thus gone away for- good, 
Jajali wondered much, and thought that he had achieved 
ascetic success. Then pride penetrated his heart/ 7 Firm 
in the observance of vows, the great ascetic, seeing the 
birds thus leave him after having been reared on his 
head, thought highly of himself, and became filled with 
delight/ 3 He then bathed in a stream and poured libations 
on the sacred fire, and paid his adorations to the rising Sun/ 3 
Indeed, having thus caused those cliataka birds to grow on 
his head, Jajali, that foremast of "ascetics, began to slap his 
armpits and proclaim loudly through the sky,—/ have ivort 
grent merit !™ — Then an invisible voice arose in the sky and 
Jajali heard these words : — Thou art not equal, 0 Jajali, to 
Tuladhara in point .of righteousness !‘ u Possessed of great 
wisdom, that Tuladhara lives at Baranasi. Even he is not 
fit to say what thou sayest, 0. regenerate one ! 42 — Hearing 
these words, Jajali became filled with wrath, and desirous 
of meeting with Tuladhara, (1 monarch, began to roam over 
the whole Earth, observing the vow of silence ■ and passing 
the night at that spot where evening overtook him.* 43 After 

• * This, was a new yow that Jajali began to observe, the vow,- t 
of, travelling over the entire Earth, sleeping there where evening; 
overtook him. — T, . ........ 
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a considerable time he reached the _ city of Bforaiiasi, and 
saw Tuladhara engaged in selling miscellaneous artic es. 

As soon as the shop-keeper Tuladhara beheld the Brahmana 
arrived at his place, he cheerfully stood up and worshipped 
the guest with proper salutation s.-* 46 _ . 

“ ‘Tuladhara said,— Without doubt, 0 Brahmana, it is 
known to me that thou hast come to me. Listen, however, 

0 foremost of regenerate persons, to what I say ! 41i Living 
on a low land near the sea-shore thou hadst undergone very 
austere penances. But thou hadst no consciousness of having 
achieved righteousness or merit. 47 When thou hadst at last 
attained to ascetic success, certain birds were born on thy 

head. Thou tookest great care of the little creatures.. 
When at last those birds became equipt with wings an£ 
when they began to leave thy head for going hither and 
thither in search of food, it was then that, in consequence 
of having thus assisted at the birth of those Chatakas, thou 
earnest to feel the impulse of pride, 0 Brahmana, thinking 
thou hadst achieved great merit.* 4 ’ Then, O foremost of 
ne generate persons, thou heardst in the sky a voice a 
referred to me. The words thou hadst heard filled thee 
with wrath, and as the consequence thereof thou art here ! 
Tell me, what wish of thine I shall accomplish, Q best ot 
Brafamanas I — 9 ,>6 ° 
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* A Buniya’s shop is a miscellaneous depot. It contains chiefly 
gpices and drugs, but there is no article for domestic use that may not 
be found in such a shop.—T. 

t ‘BMndapyanah* is one who lays out capital and lives upon its 

t <CMnn f is *sancharanam f for food.—' T 9 ' i4 

.. . 


"Bhishma said,— ‘Thus addressed by the intelligent. Tula- 
dhara on that occasion, Jajali of great intelligence, that 
foremost of ascetics, said these words unto him. 1 

“ ‘Jajali said,— Thou sellest all kinds of juices and scents, 
0 son of a trader, as also (barks and leaves of) large trees 
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End herbs and their fruits and roots. 2 How hast- thou suo 
ceeded in acquiring a certitude or stability of understand- 
ing? Whence hath this knowledge come to thee ? 0 thou.,, 
of gteat intelligence, tell me all this in., detail ?~ 

“Bhisbma continued,— Thus addressed by that Brahman a 
possessed of great fame, Tuladhara of the Vahjya order, well 
•acquainted with the truths touching the interpretations of 
morality and contented with knowledge, discoursed to Jajali 
who had undergone severe penances, upon the ways , of 
morality.* 4 

" ‘Tuladhara said, — 0 Jajali, I know morality, which is 
eternal, with all its mysteries. It is nothing else than that 
ancient morality which is known to all, and which consists 
of universal friendliness, and is fraught with beneficence to 
all creatures.f 5 That mode of living which is founded upon a 
total harmlessness towards all creatures or (in case of actual 
necessity) upon a minimum of such harm, is the highest 
morality. I live according to that mode, O Jajali !• This 
my house hath been built With wood and grass cut by other 
people's hands. Lacdye, the roots of Nymphoea lotus, 
filaments of the lotus, diverse kinds of good scents, + 7 and 
many kinds of liquids, O regenerate Riski , with the excep- 
tion of wines, I purchase from other people's hands and sell 
without cheating. 8 He, 0 Jajali, is said to know what 
morality or righteousness is, who is always the friend of all 
creatures and who is always engaged in the good of all crea* 




* In some of the Bengal texts, "Verse 4 consists of 3 lines. The 
3rd line, however, is omitted in the Bombay edition. — T. 

t The Commentator observes that in the second line the speaker 
explains what morality with its mysteries is.— T. 

% Tadmaka 5 or ‘Padma^kashta’ is the rootstock of Nymphoea lotus* 
A kind of medicinal wood also is indicated by it, which is brought 
from Malwa and Southern India. To this day, it enters into the 
composition of many drugs used by Hindu physicians. *Tunga J is 
either the filaments of the lotus, or the tree called PunnSga which is 
.Identified with the Calophyllum inophyllum of the Linnean genera. 
The Bombay reading ‘parichcchinnaih 1 for ^aracbcchinnaih* does ' na>i 
*eem to be correct.— T. * ■ * 
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tures, in thought, word, and deed. 9 I never solicit any one, 
I never quarrel with any one ; I never cherish aversion for 
any one. I never cherish desire, for anything. I cast equal 
eyes upon all things and all creatures. Behold, O Jajali, 
this is my vow ! 10 My scales are perfectly even, O Jajali, 
with respect to all creatures.* 1 -. I neither praise nor blame 
the acts of others, viewing this variety in the world, 0 fore-? 
most of Brahmanas, to be like the variety observable in the 
sky.f 12 Know, 0 Jajali, that I cast equal eyes upon all 
creatures. O foremost of intelligent men, I see no difference 
between a clod of earth, a piece of stone, and a lump of 
gold. 12 As the blind, the deaf, and they that are destitute 
of reason, are perfectly consoled for the loss of their senses, 
after the same manner am I consoled, by their example, (for 
the enjoyments I abstain from)4 u As they that are over- 
taken by decrepitude, they that are afflicted by disease, and 
they that are weakened and emaciated, have no relish for en- 
joyments of any kind, after the same manner I have ceased 
to feel any, relish for wealth or pleasure or enjoyments. 15 
When a person fears nothing and is not feared himself, when 
he cherishes no desire and hath no aversion for anything, 
he is then said to attain to Brahma. 10 When a person 
does not conduct himself sinfully towards any creature in 
thought, word, or deed, then is he said to attain to Brahma 17 
There is no past, no future. There is no morality or righte- 
ousness. He who is not an object of fear with any creature 


* In the Bengal editions, Terse II consists of one line. In the 
Bombay text, it is included with the 10th Terse which is made a trip- 
let. The meaning is that weighing creatures I regard all of them as 
equal. In my scales a Brahmana does not weigh heavier than a Ohan- 
dala, or an elephant heavier than a dog or cat. — T. v 

. , f The. sense is this : there is variety in this world. It is, however, 
like the variety of .aspects which the sky shows. It is the same God.-, 
head that manifests itself in diverse forms even as it is the same sky 
that puts, forth various aspects in consequence of the appearance and 
disappearance of clouds. — T. 

% ‘Devairapihita-dwaralV means persons whose doors (senses) have 
^enclosed by. the deities ; i e. } men with senses that .are defective 



and are saved. An old saying is cited by the Commentator to the 
effect that when all is threatened, a wise man gives up half for sav- 
ing the remainder* A fool, however, gives up the whole when only 
half is threatened with destruction,— 


■* That state is Br a hma, and there is no fear of return from it. 
Hence, it is called ‘abhayam padam/— -T. 

t The Commentator explains that the mention of ‘putra-pautrinam* 
indicates that ffailachara* or family practices (if not very cruel) are 
authoritative. — T. 

% The correct reading seems to be Vimuchyate. 3 The sense is this 
there is an eternal course of righteousness as laid down in the Vedas. 


That which is called the conduct of the good may sometimes be stain- 
ed by some errors. Fools, led by this, give up righteousness itself. 
On the other hand, wise men, avoiding those errors, take what is good 
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succeeds in attaining to a state in which there is no fear.* 18 
On the other hand, that person who for harshness of speech 
and severity of temper, is a source of trouble unto all crea- 
tures even as death itself, certainly attains to a state which 
abounds with fear. 19 I follow the practices of high- so it led 
and benevolent men of advanced years who with their child- 
ren and children's children live in the due observance of the 
ordinance laid down in the scriptures.f 20 The eternal prac- 
tices (laid down in the Vedas) are entirely given up by one 
who suffers himself to be stupified by some errors that he may 
have noticed in the conduct of those that are admittedly 
good and wise. One, however, that is endued with learning, 
or one that has subdued one's senses, or one that is possessed 
of strength of mind, succeeds in attaining to Emancipation, 
guided by that very conduct.^ 21 That wise man who, having 
restrained his senses, practiseth, with a heart cleansed from 
all desire of injuring others, the conduct that is followed by 
those called good, is sure, 0 Jajali, to acquire the merit of 
righteousness (and Emancipation which is its fruit). 22 In 
this world, as in a river, a piece of wood that is being borne 
away by the current as it pleases, is seen to come into con- 
tact (for some time) with another piece that is being similar- 
ly borne away. There, on the current, othe^ pieces of wood 
that had been joined together, are seen to again separate 
from one another. Grass, sticks, and cowdung cakes are 
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, A together This union is due to accident 

see* to tainted ‘°8f“ * . He ot „hom bo orea- 

" °rt- 

wolf becomes himself filled with fear as aquatic animals 
when forced to leap on the shore from _ fear of 
VadavZ fire.f 5 ' This practice of universal harm 
hath arisen even thus. One may follow it by every means 
le’ newer, He who has followers and he who has 
wealth may seek to adopt it. It is sure to lead also to 

prosperity and heaven.*" In consequence of their abih y 
to dispel the fears of others, men possessed of wealth^and 
followers are regarded as foremost y e e arn • 

that are for ordinary happiness practise this datj of uni 
versal harmlessness for the sake of fame , while y 
are truly skilled, practise the same for the sake of attaining 

to BrahmaS* Whatever fruits one enjoys F s “- 

sacrifices, by practising liberality, by speaking the truth, and 
by paying court to wisdom, may all be had by practising the 
duty of harmlessness . 29 That person who _ gives unto all 
creatures the assurance of harmlessness obtains the merit of 


* The word <iha> inVerse 23 is the only indication of the speaker's 
desire to allude to the union of relatives in this world. . 

, K. I. Singh, quietly omits the « •< «>* 

The Burdwan translator, as usual, blunders in rendering it. The fact 

ing Vadava fire. The Commentator distinctly mentions dnshtan 

translator. tav. mi.nud.rstooa «.!. 

T T‘li,Wn.«»V '■ “P'* 1 " 1 «“ Comm.nt.tor o '#* 

VHiy.sul.hani hridilekheva pratishthitam yesham ; hen .°®’J“'' n 
ordinary «<- 

tit is unending. ‘Kritsna' is 

nirnaya yesham’, l e., the truly wise practise it for 

■***$/■» is almost impossible to understand Yerses sueh asihes.0 Wik 
out the aid of the Commentator.— T. : i 
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all the sacrifices and at last wins fearlessness for himself as 
his reward. There Is no duty superior to the duty of absten- 
tion from injuring other creatures. 20 He of whom, 0 great 
ascetic, no creature Is frightened in the least, obtains for 
himself fearlessness of all creatures. 31 He of whom every- 
body is frightened as one is of a snake ensconced within one’s 
(sleeping) chamber, never acquires any merit in this world or 
in the nest. 32 The very gods, in their search after it, be- 
come stupified in the track of that person who transcends 
all states, the person, viz., who constitutes himself the soul 
of all creatures and who looketh upon all creatures as identi- 
cal with his own self.* 33 Of all gifts, the assurance of 
harmlessness to all creatures Is the highest (in point of merit). 
I tell thee truly, believe me, 0 Jajali l 24 One who betakes 
himself to acts at first wins prosperity, but then (upon the 
exhaustion of his merit) he once more encounters adversity. 26 
Beholding the destruction of (the merits of ) acts, the wise 
do not applaud acts. 36 There is no duty, 0 Jajali, that Is 
not prompted by some motive (of happiness). Duty, how- 
ever, is very subtile. Duties have been laid down in the 
Vedas for the sake of both Brahma and heaven.f' 57 The 
subject of duties hath many secrets and mysteries. It is so 
subtile that it is not easy to understand it fully. Amongst 
diverse conflicting ordinances, some succeed In comprehend- 
ing duty by observing the acts of the good4 38 Why dost 


* ‘Badaishinah’ has reference to T)evah J . The sandhi in ‘DevSpi, 
is arsha. ‘The deities become stupified in his track’, a. e fail to see 
or find it out, for such a man is ‘apadah 5 , i. e transcends the highest 
regions of felicity, such as even the region of Brahman, because of 
their non-eternity. Such a man attains to Brahma, which is infinite 
and eternal. — T. . 

t ‘Bhuta* is explained by the Commentator as Brahma, and ‘Bha- 
vya’ as heaven or the regions of felicity in the next world. In the 
Vedas both kinds of duties occur, such as Camah, &c., for Brahma , 
and sacrifices, &c«, for heaven. — T. 

% The Commentator cites, some conflicting . ordinances about the 
-Slaughter of kin e. The subject of, duty, is thus confused, contradic- 
tory declarations being noticeable in the Vedas.— T. •* 



eat the flesh of living creatures alter slaying mem ■ *» 
are seen to own men as slaves , 40 and by beating, by binding, 
and by otherwise subjecting them to restraints, cause them 
to labour day and night. These people are not ignorant of 
the pain that results/from heating and chains .* 41 In every 
creature that is endued with the five senses live all the 
deities. Surya, Chandramas, the god of wind, Brahman, 
Prana, Kratu, and Yama, (these dwell in living creatures). 13 
There are men that live by trafficking in living creatures 1 
When they earn a living by such a sinful course, what 
scruples need they feel in selling dead carcases ? The goat 
is Agni. The sheep is Yaruna. The horse is Surya. Earth 
is the deity Yirat . 43 The cow and the calf are Soma. The 
wan who sells these can never obtain success. But what 
fault can attach to the sale of oil, or of Ghrita, or honey, or 
('S r-arvon oraf-.n mis ? 11 There are many animals that 


ig. If taken in the sense 
ome to death- so that other® 
noble protest against the- 



CAHTI PA EVA 


a ball or a cow,* 49 In days- of yore, many Risliis with ; res* 
trained senses addressed Nahusha, saying*,— Thou hast, O 
king, slain a cow which is declared in the scriptures to be 
like unto ones mother ! Thou hast also slain a bull, which 
is declared to be like unto the Creator himself if 50 Thou 
hast perpetrated an evil act, 0 Nahusha, and we have been 
exceedingly pained at it !- — For cleansing Nahusha, however, 
they divided that sin into a hundred and one parts and 
converting the fragments into diseases cast them among all 
creatures.! 51 Thus, O Jajali, did those highly-blessed Mishis 
cast that sin on all living creatures, and addressing Nahusha 
who had been guilty of foeticide, said, — We shall not be able 
to pour libations in thy sacrifice l 61 — Thus said those high* 
souled Rishis and Y*atis conversant with the truths of all 
things, having ascertained by their ascetic power that king 
Nahusha had not been intentionally guilty of that sin-.# 68 
These, 0 Jajali, are some of the wicked and dreadful prac- 
tices that are current in this world. Thou practisest them 
because they are practised by all men from ancient times* 
§nd not because they agree with the dictates of thy cleansed 
understanding." 4 One should practise what one considers 
to be ones duty, guided by reasons, instead of blindly follow- 
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W the practices of the world. Listen now, O Jajali, m 
to what my behaviour is towards him that injures and him 
that praises me I 55 . I regard both of them in the same 
light. I have none whom I like and none whom I dislike, 
yhe wise applauded such a course of conduct as consistent 
with duty or religion. 5 ® Even this course of conduct, which is 
consistent with reasons, is followed by Yatis. The righteous 
always observe it with eyes possessed of improved vision.— „ 


Section OOLXIII. 

» ‘Jajali said— This course of duty that thou, O holder 
of scales, preachest closes the door of heaven against all 
creatures and puts a stop to the very means of their sub* 
sistence. 1 From agriculture comes food. That food offers 
-subsistence even to thee. With the aid of animals and of 
erops and herbs, human beings, O trader, are enabled to 
support their existence. 2 From animals and food sacrifices 
fiow. Thy doctrines smack of atheism. This world will 
name to an end if the means by which life is supported have 
to be abandoned ! — s 

. “ ‘Tuladhara said,— I shall now speak on the subject of 

= the means of sustenance. I am not, O Brahmana, an athiest 1 
I do not blame Sacrifices. The man, however, is very rare 
that -is truly conversant with Sacrifice. 4 I bow to that 
Sacrifice which is ordained for Brahmanas, I how also to 
:them that are conversant with that Sacrifice ! Alas, the 
Brahmanas, having given up the Sacrifice that is ordained 
for them, have betaken themselves to the performance of 
Sacrifices that are for Kshatriyas.* 5 Many persons of faith* 
O regenerate one* that are covetous and fond of wealth* 
without haying understood the true meaning of the declar 
rations of the Cruris, and proclaiming things that are really 
false but that have the show: of truth, have introduced- 

* The fact is, all Sacrifices in which injury Is done to animal am* 
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many kinds of Sacrifices, saying, 6 — This should be given away- 
in this Sacrifice ! This other thing should be given away in 
this other Sacrifice ! The first of this is very laudable !— The 
consequence, however, of all this, O Jajali, is that theft and 
many evil acts spring up ,* 7 It should be known that only 
that sacrificial offering which was acquired by righteous 
means can gratify the gods. There are abundant indications’ 
in the scriptures that the worship of the deities may be 
accomplished with bows, with libations poured on the fire, 
with recitation or chaunting of the Vedas, and with plants 
and herbs . 8 From their religious acts unrighteous pes> 
sons get wicked offspring. From covetous men are bom- 
children that are covetous, and from those* that are coxv- 
tented spring children that are contented . 8 If the sacri- 
ficer and the priest suffer themselves to be moved by desire 
of fruit (in respect of the Sacrifices they perform or assist in), 
their children take* the* stain. If, on the other hand, they 
do not yield to desire of fruit, the children born to them 
become of the same kind. From Sacrifices spring progeny 
like clear water from the firmament . 10 The libations poured 
on the sacrificial fire rise up to the Sun. From* the* Sun* 
springs rain. From rain springs food. From food are born- 
living creatures . 11 In former days, men righteously devoted 
to Sacrifices used to obtain therefrom the fruition of all their 
, wishes. The Earth yielded crops without tillage. The* 
blessings uttered by the Riskis produced herbs and plants^" 1 * 
The men of former times never performed Sacrifices from* 
desire of fruits and never regarded themselves as called, upon 

■' ’ ■ / ,J 11 nmr ~ r " r ~ rr ~ "~ Tr rinr ~ r “ 

t . . Sacrifices are always attractive for the fame they bring. Their 
performance depends upon wealth. The acquisition of wealth leads to 
'the commission of many evil acts. — T, 

*" f The sense is that in former days when the true meaning of Sacri- 
fice was understood and all men performed them without being urged 
•by. the desire of fruit, the beneficial consequences that flowed were the 
production of crops without tillage (and without injury to animals 
that live in holes and burrows). The good wishes the Rishis cherished 
*for all creatures were sufficient to produce herbs and plants and trees; 
May bot this he takeh as an indication of the* traditional idea of the 
happiness of Eden before the fall of man T, , ’ • r . ■ •..«* 
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to enjoy those fruits. Those who somehow perform Sacrifices; 
doubting the while their efficacy, 18 take birth in their next 
lives as dishonest, wily, and greedy men exceedingly covet- 
ous of wealth. That man who by the aid of false reasoning 
holds up all the authoritative scriptures as fraught with evil, 
Is certain to go, for such sinful act of his, into the regions of 
the sinful. Such a man is certainly possessed of a sinful 
soul, 0 foremost of Brahmanas, and always remains here, 
bereft of wisdom.* 14 " 15 That man who regards those acts 
obligatory which have been laid down in the Vedas and 
directed to be accomplished every day, who is penetrated 
with fear if he fails to accomplish them any day, who takes 
all the essentials of Sacrifice as identical with Brahma , and 
who never regards himself as the actor, is truly a Brah- 
mana.f 6 If the acts of such a person become incomplete, 
or if their .completion be obstructed by all unclean animals, 
even then those acts are, as heard by us, of superior efficacy. 
If, however, those acts are done from desire of fruit (and 
their completion be obstructed by such impediments) then 
expiation would become necessai'y. 17 They who covet the 
acquisition of the highest object of life (viz., Emancipation), 
who are bereft of cupidity in respect of all kinds of worldly 
wealth, who discard all provision for the future, and who 
are freed from envy, betake themselves to practice of truth 


* ‘Bereft of wisdom* is explained by the Commentator as implying 
the non-attainment of Emancipation. — T. 

* % This Verse is exceedingly terse and condensed. In the second 
line, the words ‘Brahmaiva vartate loke 5 , literally rendered, mean 
*who believes that only Brahma exists in the world 5 . The Commentator 
takes these words as implying ‘who regards every essential of Sacrifice 
as Brahma\ Although I have followed the Commentator, yet I think 
Ills interpretation to be rather far-fetched. Why may not the words 
be taken in a literal sense ? He who takes Brahma to be all things 
and all things to be Brahma , becomes sinless and deserves to be called 
a Brahman a. The last words of the second line simply mean ‘who? 
does not regard his own self as the actor.’ The view expressed in the 
is that we should do all acts believing ourselves to be only agents 
^Instruments o£ Ihe Supreme deity. Acts are His, we are only His 
Joels, Such a convMrniis Mre^o guard us against all evil acts,— . 
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and self-restraint as their Sacrifice.* 18 They that are convert 
sant with the distinction between body and sml, that are 
devoted to Yoga, and that meditate on the Pran wa, always 
succeed in gratifying others.f ifl The universal Brahma (viz., 
Pranava), which is the soul of all the deities, dwells in him 
who is conversant with Brahma. When, therefore such a man 
eats and is gratified, all the deities, 0 Jajali, become gratified 
and are contented.^ 20 As one who is gratified with all kind* 
of taste feels no desire for any particular taste, after the 
same manner one who is gratified with knowledge hath ever- 
lasting gratification which to him is a source of perfect bliss/ 21 
Those wise men who are the refuge of righteousness and 
whose delight is in righteousness, are persons that have cer- 
tain knowledge of what is to be done and what should not be 
done. One possessed of such wisdom always regards all 
things in the universe to have sprung from his own self.$ 2 * 
Some that are endued with knowledge, that strive to reach 
the other shore (of this ocean of life), and that are possessed 
of faith, succeed in attaining to the region of Brahman, 
which is productive of great blessings, highly sacred, and 
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inhabited by righteous persons, ~a region which ' is ■ freed 
from sorrow, whence there is no return, and where there '- 1 is 
no kind of agitation or pain, 2r ~ 24 Such men do not covet 
heaven. They do not adore Brahma in costly Sacrifices. 
They walk along the path of the righteous. The Sacrifices 
they perform are performed without injury to any creature .* 23 
These men know trees and herbs and fruits and roots as the 
only sacrificial offerings. Covetous priests, for they are 
desirous of wealth, never officiate at the sacrifices of these 
(poor) men. 26 These regenerate men, although ail their acts 
have been completed, still perform sacrifices from desire of 
doing good to all creatures and constituting their own selves 
as sacrificial offerings.*}- 27 For this reason, eupidinous priests 
officiate at the Sacrifices of only those misguided persons who, 
without endeavouring to attain to Emancipation, seek for 
heaven. As regards those, however, that are really good, 
they always seek, by accomplishing their own duties, to cause 
others to ascend to heaven. Looking at both these kinds of 
behaviour, O Jajali, I have (abstained from injuring any 
creature in the world and have) come to regard all creature# 
with an equal heart.t 23 Endued with wisdom, many foremost 
of Brahmanas perform Sacrifices (which with respect to their 
fruits are of two kinds, for some of them lead to Em&ncipa-' 
tion whence there is no return, and others lead to regions of 
Miss whence there is return). By performing those Sacrifices, 
they proceed, 0 great ascetic, along paths trodden by the 
gods, 29 Of one class of Sacrificers (viz*, they who sacrifice 


, * P. Singha blunders in rendering the second half of the first 
line. 6 Yagah’, the Commentator explains, is ‘Mahadya^ah’ or Brahma.. 
^JChe path of the righteous’, the Commentator thinks, is Yoga.— T, 
t L e,, they perform mental Sacrifices.— T. 

t ‘For this reason’, i. e. t because they cannot officiate at the Sacri- 
fices of those that are. truly good. In the second line, (28 is a triplet), 
the nominative c sidhavah’ is understood. The meaning is that such 
men, that is, the truly good, accomplish their own duties not for bene'? 
fiting their own selves but for the good of others. What is said: in 
the third line is that observing both kinds of behaviour, z. e., that of 
"pod and that of the misguided, I follow the path of the fovw&tfby 
“"ling from every kind of injury.— T. , . , , 
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from desire of fruit) there is return (from the region which 
they reach). Of those, however, that are truly wise (viz., 
those who sacrifice without being urged thereto by desire of 
fruit,) there is no return. Although both classes of sacri fleers, 
0 Jajali, proceed along the path trodden by the deities, (in 
consequence of the sacrifices they perform), yet such is the 
difference between their ultimate ends.** 0 In consequence 
of the success that attends the purposes formed in the minds 
of such men, bulls, without being forced thereto, willingly 
set their shoulders to the plough for assisting at tillage and 
to the yoke for dragging their cars, and kine pour forth 
milk from udders untouched by human hands. 31 Creating 
sacrificial stakes ( and other necessaries of Sacrifice ) by 
simple fiats of the will, they perform many kinds of Sacri- 
fice well completed with abundant presen fcs.f One who is 
of such a cleansed soul may slaughter a cow (as an offering 
in Sacrifice).:}:’ 2 They, therefore, that are not of that kind 
should perform Sacrifices with herbs and plants (and not 
animals). Since Renunciation hath such merit, it is for 
that reason that I have kept it before my eyes in speak- 
ing to thee.$* 3 The gods know him for a Brahmana who 
has given up all desire of fruit, who hath no exertion 
in respect of worldly acts, who never bows down his head- 
unto any one, who never utters the praises of others, and 
who is endued with strength though his acts have all been 


* ‘Yajneshu’ is ‘among Sacrifices’. ‘Yani’ has reference to the differ* 
enfc hinds of Sacrifices,, viz., those performed from desire of fruit and 
consequently productive of Return, and those not performed from de- 
sire of fruit and consequently leading to Emancipation. ‘Tena* stands- 
for ‘tena Yajnena*. What the speaker wishes to lay down is that only 
a certain class of sacrificers succeed in attaining to an end whence there 
is no return. — T. 

f The sense seems to be that they perform mental Sacrifices* and 
not actual sacrifices after having created by Yoga* power all the access 
sary articles. — T. ♦ . 

. i The siu of slaughtering a. cow will not touch such a person, his? 
soul being above the influence pf acts. — T. 

% < ® A ?*> 1 have for t!ii§ reason spoken in praise of Renunciation and, 
not that frame of, mind in which one acts from desire of fruit.— 



“‘Jajali said, — We had never before, 0 son of a trade* , 
ieard of these recondite doctrines of ascetics that perform 
> u ty mental Sacrifices. Tnese doctrines are exceedingly diffi- 
cult of comprehension. It is for this reason that I ask thee 
(about them). The sages of olden days were not follower 
of these doctrines of Yoga. Hence the sages that have 
succeeded them have not propounded them (for general ac- 
ceptance).^* If thou sayest th*t only men of brutish minds 
fail to achieve sacrifices in the soil of the Soul, then, O son of 
a trader, by what acts wouid they succeed in accomplishing 
their happiness ? Tell me this, 0 thou of great wisdom S 


* These are, of course, the indications of complete Renunciation. 
Such a man never bends his head to another and never flatters another, 
for he is above all want.—* T. 

t Verse 35 is a triplet. In the first two lines the speaker say that 
one who dors not accomplish the acts specified, fails to attain to a uesir* 
a ole end. In the last line, hd&iu* refers to the duties of a true Br&hmaua 
or the indications of Renunciation as laid down m Verse 34 ’D^ivatam 
kmwa’ is explained by the Commentator as \Dnvataimva sevaniyani 
kmw&\ ‘Ynjnam 5 is Vishnu or Brahma as the Crutis declare. — T. 

. I Tne Munis referred to m tne first une are those mentioned in Vexse 
31 above. They art the 4 &i.mayaj ins’ or mental sacrificers. ‘Kashtam’ is 
^anaiiam 5 . 4 A>va s in the second line refers to tne particular of 

t)iose Mums. Lest the Yoga propounded by Tuiadhara be regarded as 
altogether new, a circumstance that would detract from their me rit, 
Uie Commentator explain*. the words 'uaiab 5 as preceded by \Aveksha- 
xnana api 3 understood.— T : 

§ ’Yasmiu* here ta equivalent to ‘Yadi 1 , it being, as the Coromentafeoi 
fitxblains, ‘Vibnaktipraurup&kam avyayam** *Rva* is' equivalent to 
‘Ryans’, meaning ‘Twadukta prak arena* j ‘atmatirtna 3 means ‘atmaiva 
tmb&na or Yajuauhumistatra*. ^rapnofyat* in the second line matids 
lor 4 piApbuyuu\ - T m use of the singular let the plural m T/ • 
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“ ‘Tuladhara said, — Sometimes sacrifices performed by 
some persons do not become sacrifices (in consequence of the 
absence of faith of those that perform them). These men, 
it should be said, are nob worthy of performing any sacrifice 
(internal or external). As regards the faithful, however, 
only one thing, vis., the cow, is fit for upholding all sacrifices 
by means of full libations of clarified butter, milk, and 
curds, the hair at end of her tail, her horns, and her 
hoofs.* 38 (The Vedas declare that sacrifices cannot be perform- 
ed by an unmarried man.) In performing sacrifices, however, 
according to the mode I have pointed out, (viz., by abstain- 
ing from slaughter of animals and dedicating only clarified 
butter, &c.,), one may make Faith one’s wedded wife, for 
dedicating such (innocent) offerings to the deities. By duly 
reverencing such sacrifices, one is sure to attain to Brahma.f m 
To the exclusion of all animals (which are certainly unclean 
as offerings in sacrifices), the rice-ball is a worthy offering in 
sacrifices. All rivers are as sacred as the Saraswati, and all 
mountains are sacred. 40 0 Jajali, the Soul is itself a tirtha. 


* What is said here is this : the sacrifices of some men become lost; 
through absence of faith. These men, it* is plain, are not worthy of 
performing any kind of sacrifice internal or external. The performance of 
sacrifice, however, is easy. The cow and her products can minister to 
all sacrifices. In the case of those that are able, full libations of clarified 
butter, of milk, and of curds, are sufficient to enable them to' perform 
whatever sacrifice they wish. As regards those that are poor, the dust 
of a cow’s hoof and the water in which a cow’s tail and horns have been 
washed, are quite sufficient to enable them to perform their sacrifices.* 
•Parn&huti* should not, I think, be taken as different from clarified 
butter, &c. — T. '^4 

t All these Verses are exceedingly terse. ‘Anena vidhina’ is the 
mode which the speaker himself advocates, the performance of 
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ability, certainly succeeds in obtaining blessed regions here* 

after.* 41 — * # 

“Bhishma continued,— These are the duties, O Yudhish* 
thira, which Tuladhara applauded,— duties that are consist- 
ent with reason, and that are always observed by those that 
are good and wise/ ” 42 


•Section CCLXIY, 


“ ‘Tuladhara said, — See with thy own eyes, 0 Jajali, who* 
mz.> those that are good or those that are otherwise, have 
adopted this ..path of duty that I have spoken of I Thou shalt 
then understand properly how the truth stands. 1 Behold, 
many birds are hovering in the sky ! Amongst them are those 
that were reared on thy head, as also many hawks and many 
Others of other species. 2 Behold, 0 Brahmana, those birds 
have contracted their wings and legs for entering their res- 
pective nests. Summon them, O regenerate one I s There, 
those birds, treated with affection by thee, are displaying their 
love for thee that art their father ! Without doubt, thou art 
their father, 0 Jajali I Do thou summon thy children ! 4 — ’ 
“Bhishma continued, — ‘Then those birds, summoned by 
Jajali, made answer agreeably to the dictates of that religion 
which is not fraught with injury to any creature.*}* 5 All acts 
that are done without injuring any creature become service- 
able (to the doer) both here and hereafter. Those acts, how- 
ever, that involve injury to others, destroy faith, and faith 
being destroyed, involves the destroyer in ruin. 6 The sacri- 
fices of those that regard acquisition and non-acquisition in 


: ^ ‘The soul is itself a tirtha A tirtha , of course, is a spot contain- 
ing a piece of . sacred water. One should seek the acquisition of merit 
in the soul instead of going to places called sacred and lying in different 
parts of the Earth. ‘According to his own ability 7 means ‘according to 
the best of h®» power,’ If one can perform a sacrifice with clarified butter. 
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the same light, that are endued with faith, that are self- 
restrained, that have tranquil minds, and that perform sacri- 
fices from a sense of duty (and not from desire of fruit), 
become productive of fruit.* 7 Faith with respect to Brahma 
is the daughter of Surya, 0 regenerate one. She is the pro- 
tectress and she is the giver of good birth. Faith is superior 
to the merit born of (Vedic) recitations and meditation.f 8 
An act vitiated by defect of speech is saved by Faith. An 
act vitiated by defect of mind is saved by Faith. But neither 
speech nor mind can save an act that is vitiated by want 
of Faith.+ 8 Men conversant with the occurrences of the past 
recite in this connection the following verse sung by 
man. The offerings in sacrifices of a person that is pure (in 
body and acts'! but wanting in Faith, and of another that " 
impurd (in body and acts) but endued with Faith, the dei 
had regarded as equal (in respect of their worthiness of ac- 
ceptance). The food, again, of a person conversant with the 
Vedas but miserly in behaviour, and that of a usurer that 
is liberal in conduct, $ i0 - u the deities after careful considera- 
tion, had held to be equal (in respect of their worthiness of 
acceptance). The supreme Lord of all creatures, (viz., Brah- 
man,) then told them that they had committed an error. 12 
The food of a liberal person is sanctified by Faith. The food, 
however, of the person that is void of Faith is lost in con 
quence of such want of Faith. The food of a 
is acceptable but not the food of a miser. f ls 
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ia the world, vte. t ho that is bereft of Faith, is unfit to make 
offerings to the deities. The food of only such a man is 
unfit to be eaten. This is the opinion of men conversant 
with duties. 14 Want of Faith is a high sin. Faith is a clean- 
ser of sins. Like a snake casting off its slough, the man of 
Faith succeeds in casting off all his sins. 15 The religion of 
abstention with Faith is superior to all things considered 
sacred. Abstaining from ail faults of behaviour, he who 
betakes himself to Faith, becomes sanctified. 10 What need, 
hath such a person of penances, or of conduct, or of endu- 
rance ? Every man has Faith. Faith, however, is of three 
kinds, viz., as affected by Sattwa, by Rajas, and by Tamas, 
and according to the kind of Faith that one has, one is 
named. 17 Persons endued with goodness and possessed of 
insight into the true import of morality have thus laid down 
the subject of duties. We have, as the result of our en- 
quiries, got all this from the sage Dharmadar^ana. 18 O thou 
of great wisdom, betake thyself to Faith, for thou shalt then 
obtain that which is superior. He who has Faith (in the 
declarations of the Gratis), and who acts according to their 
import (in the belief that they are good for him), is certainly 
of righteous soul 0 Jajali, he who adheres to his own path 
(under the influence of Faith) is certainly a superior per- 


son. 19 —" 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘After a short while, Tuladhara 
and Jajali, both of whom had been endued with great wis- 
dom, ascended to heaven and sported there in great happi- 
ness/ having reached their respective places earned by their 

Bengali versions have proceeded in two different ways. The four classes 
of persons indicated in the previous Verses are (1) he that is destitute of 
faith but is (outwardly) pure, (2) he that has faith but is not (outwardly) 
pure, (3) a miserly person possessed of learning, and (4) a usurer endued 
with liberality. The answer of Brahman, without touching other points, 
refers particularly to faith. The liberal man’s food is sanctified by faith. 
The food of him that has no faith is lost. For this reason the liberal 
man’s food, even if he happens to be a usurer, is worthy of acceptance, 
and not so the food of the miser even though he may be possessed of 
■ Vndic lore.— T. :* ;/ . " 

m ..Cpmmentator takes the word ‘diyam 5 as implying ‘blrdak&cim** ■* 
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respective acts. Many truths of this kind were spoken of 
by Tuladhara. 21 That eminent person understood this religion 
(of abstention from injury) completely. These eternal duties 
were accordingly proclaimed by him. 22 The regenerate jajali, 
0 son of Kunti, having heard these words of Tuladhara of 
celebrated energy, betook himself to tranquillity. In this 
way many truths of grave import were uttered by Tula- 
dhara, illustrated by examples for instruction. What other 
truths dost thou wish to hear ?’ ” 23 


Section CCLY 


“Bhishma said,— -‘In this connection is cited an old nar- 
rative of what was recited by king Vicharakhu through com- 
passion for all creatures. 1 Beholding the mangled body of 
a bull, and hearing the exceedingly painful groans of the 
kine in a cow-slaying sacrifice, and observing the cruel Brah- 
manas gathered there for assisting at the ceremonies, that 
king* 2 uttered these words Prosperity to all the kine in the 
world !— When the slaughter had commenced, these words 
.expressive of a blessing (to those helpless animals) were pro- 
nounced. 8 And the monarch further said,— Only those that 
are transgressors of defined limits, that are destitute of intelli- 
gence, that are atheists and sceptics, and that desire the 
acquisition of celebrity through sacrifices and religious rites, - 
speak highly of the slaughter of animals in saerifices.f 4 The 
righteous-souled Manu has applauded (the observance of) 
harmlessness in all (religious) acts. Indeed, men slaughter 


They sported (not in the ordinary felicity of heaven but) in the puis, 
sance of Yoga. 5 — T. 

* ‘Gograhe’ is explained by the Commentator as s a sacrifice in which 
kine are slain*. ‘Yajnavafcasya* is an instance of the genetive for the 
accusative. It means ‘Yajnay-atsth&n nirddayan Brahman&nV The ex- 
pression may also mean ‘in the cowpen within the sacrificial enclo- 
sure 5 .— T. , . ' 

t ‘Avyaktaih’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘Yajnfidi-dwSraiva 
kbyatimicheckadbhih , .— T. 
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animals In sacrifices, urged by only the desire of fruit .* 5 
Hence, guided by authority (In respect of slaughter and abs- 
tention from slaughter or harmlessness) one conversant (with 
the scriptures) should practise the true course of duty which 
is exceedingly subtile. Harmlessness to all creatures Is of all 
duties the highest . 6 Living in the vicinity of an inhabited 
place and inuring oneself to the observance of rigid vows, 
and disregarding the fruits indicated of Vedic acts, one should 
give up domesticity, adopting a life of Renunciation, Only 
they that are mean are urged by the desire of fruit .*}* 7 Re- 
verentially mentioning sacrifices and trees and sacrificial 
stakes, men do not eat tainted meat. This practice, how- 
ever, Is not worthy of applause .^: 8 Wine, fish, honey, meat, 
alehohol, and preparations of rice and sesame seeds, have 
been introduced by knaves. The use of these (In sacrifices) 
is not laid down in the Vedas , 9 The hankering after these 
arises from pride, error of judgment, and cupidity. They 
that are true Brahmanas realise the presence of Vishnu in 
every sacrifice . 10 His worship, It has been laid down, 
should be made with agreeable Payasa , (The leaves and 
flowers of ) such trees as have been indicated in the Vedas , 11 
whatever act is regarded as worthy and whatever else is held 
as pure by persons of pure hearts and cleansed natures and 


* ‘Kamakara’ may also mean ‘recklessness’. ‘Vahirvedyam’ is ‘on the 
outer Yedi or altar’. The actual slaughter takes place on this vedi, The 
Burdwan translator misunderstands the word. — T. 

f ‘Upasya’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘living n.ear an in- 
habited place’. ‘Vedakritah Crufcih’ are the fruits indicated in the Vedas 
of the acts laid down in them, " ‘Acharah’ has reference to the duties of 
the domestic mode of life. ‘Acharah’ should be made ‘anach&rah’, i. e . 9 
should not be followed. The Sannyasa mode of life is thus recommend- 


. t The meaning is this : ordinary men abstain from tainted meat, re- 
garding all meat as tainted which is obtained from animals that are not 
killed in sacrifices and in course of religious acts. The speaker, however, 
holds that this practice is not worthy of applause, for all meat is tainted, 
including that of animals slain in sacrifices. K, P. Singha gives the 
sense correctly though his rendering is not literal The Burdwan trans- 
lator, misunderstanding text and Commentary, jumbles them together 
. and gives an Incorrect rendering.— T. 
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those eminent for knowledge and holiness, are all worthy of 
being offered to the Supreme Deity and not unworthy of 
His acceptance.* 12 — ’ 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘The body and all sorts of dangers 
and calamities are continually at war with each other. How, 
therefore, will a person who is totally free from the desire of 
harming and who on this account will not be able to act, 
succeed in keeping up his body ?’*}* ls 

‘ Bhishma said, — One should, when able, acquire merit 
and act in such a way that one’s body may not languish and 
suffer pain, and that death may not come.’ ”$ 14 


Section CCLXYI. 

“Yudhishthira' said,— ‘Thou, 0 grandsire, art our highest 
preceptor in the matter of all acts that are difficult of ac- 
complishment (in consequence of the commands of superiors 
on the one hand and the cruelty that is involved in them on 
the other). I ask, how should one judge of an act in respect 
of either one s obligation to do it or of abstaining from it ? 
Is it to be judged speedily or with delay ?*■’ 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection is cited the old story 
of what occurred with respect Chirakarin born in the race 
of Angirasa. 2 Twice blessed be the man that reflects long 
belore he acts ! One that reflects Jong before he acts is cer- 
tainly possessed of great intelligence. Such a man never' 
offends in respect of any act. 8 There was once a man of 
great wisdom, of the name of Chirakarin, who was the son 

* Hence there is no need for sacrifices with slaughter of animals and 
aichohol, &c. — T. ’ 

t The sense is this : dangers are always seeking to destroy the body. 
The body is always seeking to destroy those destroyers. This perpetual 

war or struggle implies the desire to injure. How then, asks Fudhish- 

thira, is it possible for any man to lead a perfectly harmless life, harm 
being implied in the very fact of continued existence ?— T. 

t The sense, of course, is that one should acquire religious merit 
without wasting one’s body ; one should not, that is, cause one’s body 
to bn destroyed for the sake of earning merit — T. 
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of Gautama. Reflecting for a long time upon every con- 
sideration connected with proposed acts, he used to do all he 
had to do . 4 He came to be called by the name of Chirakarin 
because he used to reflect long upon all matters, to remain 
awake for a long time, to sleep for a long time, and to take 
a long time in setting himself to the accomplishment of such 
acts as he accomplished . 5 The ealamour of being an idle 
man stuck to him. He was also regarded as a foolish person, 
by every person of a light understanding and destitute of 
foresight . 0 On a certain occasion, witnessing an act of great 
fault in his wife, the sire Gautama, passing over his other 
children, commanded in wrath this Chirakarin, saying,— Slay 
thou this woman ! 7 — Having said these words without much 
reflection, the learned Gautama, that foremost of persons 
engaged in the practice of Yoga, that highly blessed ascetic, 
departed for the woods . 8 Having after a long while assented 
to it, saying, —So be it,— Chirakarin, in consequence of his very 
nature, and owing to his habit of never accomplishing any 

act without long reflection, began to think for a long while 

(upon the propriety or otherwise of what he was commanded 
by his sire to do). 8 — How shall I obey the command of my 
sire and yet how avoid slaying my mother ? How shall I avoid 
sinking, like a wicked person, into sin in this situation in 
which contradictory obligations are dragging me into opposite 
directions ? 10 Obedience to the commands of the sire cons- 
titutes the highest merit. The protection of the mother 
again is a clear duty. The status of a son is fraught with 
dependence. How shall I avoid being afflicted by sin ? 11 
Who is there that can be happy after having slain a woman, 
especially his mother ? Who again can obtain prosperity 
and fame by disregarding his own sire ? 12 Regard for the , 
sire’s behest is obligatory. The protection of my mother 
is equally a duty. How shall I so frame my conduct 
that both obligations may be discharged ? 13 The father 
places his own self within the mother’s womb and takes 
birth as the son, for continuing his practices, conduct, 
name, and race . 14 I have been begotten as a son by both my 
mother and my father. Knowing as I do my own origin, why 
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should I not have this knowledge (of my relationship with 
both of them) ? 15 The words uttered by the sire while per- 
forming the initial rite after birth, and those that were 
uttered by him on the occasion of the subsidiary rite (after 
the return from the preceptors abode) are sufficient (evidence) 
for settling the reverence due to him and, indeed, confirm the 
reverence actually paid to him .* 10 In consequence of his bring- 
ing up the son and instructing him, the sire is the son’s fore- 
most of superiors and the highest religion. The very Vedas' lay 
it down as certain that the son should regard what the sire 
says as his highest duty . 17 Unto the sire the son is only a 
source of joy. Unto the son, however, the sire is all in all. 
The body and all else that the son owns have the sire alone 
for their giver . 18 Hence, the behests of the sire should be 
obeyed without ever questioning them in the least. The very 
sins of one that obeys one’s sire are cleansed (by such obedi- 
ence ). 10 The sire is the giver of all articles of enjoyment, of 
ail articles of food, of instructions in the Vedas, and of 
all other knowledge regarding the world. (Prior to the 
son’s birth) the sire is the performer of such rites as 
Garbhadhana and Simantonnayana.f 20 The sire is religion. 
The sire is heaven. The sire is the highest penance. The sire 
being gratified, all the deities are gratified . 21 Whatever 
words are pronounced by the sire become blessings that 
tach to the son. The words expressive of joy that the sire 
utters cleanse the son of all his sins . 22 The flower is seen to 


* On the occasion of the ‘J&ta»karma } the sire says ‘be thou as hard 
as adamant’, and ‘oe thou an axe (unto all my foes)\ The ^karaa’ or 
subsidiary rite is performed on the occasion of the ‘samavartana’ or re- 
turn from the preceptor’s abode. It is called subsidiary because it does 
not occur among the rites laid down in the Grihya Sutras. The words 
uttered on that occasion are,— ‘Thou art my ownself, Oson l } — T. 

r ‘Bhogya’ implies such articles as dress, &c. ‘Bhojya* implies food, 
&c. ‘Pravaehaua’ is instruction in the scriptures. ‘Garbhadhana 5 is' the 
ceremonial in connection with the attainment of puberty by the- wife. 
‘Simanfconnayana* is performed by the husband in the fourth, sixth* or: 
eighth month of gestation, the principal rite being the putting of th® 
minium mark on the head of the wife. The mark is put on the line of 
partition of her locks.— T. 
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ray from the stalk. The fruit is seen to tall away trom 
ree. But the sire, whatever his distress, moved by 
sal affection, never abandons the son. 23 These then are 
flections upon the reverence due from the son to the 
Unto the son the sire is not an ordinary object. I shall 
think upon (what is due to) the mother. 21 Of this 
of the five (primal) elements in me due to my birth as 
ian being, the mother is the (chief ) cause as the fire- 
i of fire.* 26 The mother is as the fire-stick with respect 
e bodies of all men. She is the panacea for all kinds . of 
aities. The existence of the mother invests one with 
action ; the reverse deprives 
who, though 


one of all protection. 26 The 
divested of prosperity, enters his house, 
Is— 0 mother '.—hath not to indulge is 
decrepitude ever assail him. 27 A person 
bs, even if he happens to be possessed of 
s and even if he counts a hundred years, 
looks like' a child of but two years of age. 28 Able or disabled, 
lean or robust, the son is always protected by ,the mother. 
None else, according to the ordinance, is the son’s protector. 23 
Then doth the son become old, then doth he become stricken 
with grief, then doth the world look empty in his eyes, when 
ke becomes deprived of his mother. 30 There is no shelter 
(protection against the sun) like the mother. There is no 
refuge like the mother. There is no defence like the mother. 
There is no one so dear as the mother. 31 For having borne 
him in her womb the mother is the sons DhStn. For hav- 
ing been the chief cause of his birth, she is his Janani. 
For having nursed his young limbs into growth, she is call- 
ed Amva. For bringing forth a child possessed of courage 
she is called Fira.su. 32 For nursing and looking after the 
son she is called gugra. The mother is one’s own body. 
What rational man is there that would slay his mother to 

$ In India in every bouse two sticks were kept for producing fire by 
rubbing. These' were 'replaced by the flint-stone and a piece of steel* 
.Of course, Bryant and Mays’ matches have now replaced those primitive 
arrangements. almost everywhere, and in the hands of children have 
become a source of great danger to both life and property, T. 
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whose care alone ifc Is due that his own head did not He on 
the street-side like a dry gourd ? 33 When husband and wife- 
unite themselves for procreation, the desires cherished with 
respect to the (unborn) son are cherished by both; but in 
respect of their fruition more depends upon the mother than 
on the sire .* 34 The mother knows the family in which the 
son is born and the father who has begotten him. From the 
moment of conception the mother begins to show affection 
to her child and take delight in him. (For this reason the 
son should behave equally towards her). On the other hand, 
the scriptures declare that the offspring belong to the father 
alone . 35 If men, after accepting the hands of wives in 
marriage and pledging themselves to earn religious merit 
without being dissociated from them, seek congress with other 
people s wives, they then cease to be worthy of respect ,^ 35 
The husband, because be supports the wife, is called Bhartri, 
and because he protects her he is on that account called Pati, 
When these two functions disappear from him, he ceases to 


be both Bhartri and PatL%* 1 Then again woman can com- 


mit no fault. It is man only that commits faults. By per- 
petrating an act of adultery, the man only becomes stained 
with guilt.S 33 It has been said that the husband is the 


*• c Praua’ is the organ of generation. ‘Samglesha 5 is union. The de- 
sires cherished are indicated in the Grihya Sutras. ‘Let our child be fair 
©f complexion 5 . ‘Let him be long-lived 5 . Though both parents cherish 
such wishes, yet their fruition depends more on the mother than the 
father. This is a scientific truth, — T. 

t The sense seems to be this. The mother only has correct knowledge 
of who the father is. The commands of the father, therefore, may be 
set aside on the ground of the suspicion that attaches to his very status 
as father. Then, again, if the father be adulterous, he should not be 
regarded on account of his sinfulness. Chirakarin asks, s How shall I 
know that Gautama is my father 5 ? How again shall I know that he is 
not sinful 3 ’ttT. 

t The object of this verse is to indicate that when Gautama had ceas- 
ed to protect his wife he had ceased to be her husband. His command, 
therefore, to slay her could not be obeyed. — T. 

# The Commentator argues that ‘man being the tempter, takes the 
guilt upon himself ; woman, being the 
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highest object with the \ 

My mother gave up her sacred 
her in the form and 
commit no fault. It 
Indeed, in consequence of the natural 
as displayed in every act, and their I' " ' 
men cannot be regarded as offenders. 40 
fulness (in 
actin'? 
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whe and the highest deity to hero. 
. 1 P^son to one that came to 

guise of her own husband.' 8 Women can 
is man who becomes stained with fault. 

weakness of the sex 
liability to solicitation, wo- 

Then again the sin- 
this case) 13 evident of Indra himself who <by 

m the way he did) caused the recollection of the 
request that had been made to him in days of yore by woman 
when a third part of the sin of Brahmanicide of which Indra 
himself was guilty was cast upon her sex). There is no 
doubt that my mother is innocent. 4 * She whom I have 
been commanded to slay is a woman. That woman is again 

reverence “nr a place of greater 

reverence. The very beasts that are irrational know that 

the mother is unpayable. 40 The sire must be known to 

be a combination of all the deities together. To the mother 

rr^Tr C T ° mbinatioa 0f aI1 creatures and 

he deities. -In consequence of his habit of reflect- 
ing long before acting, Gautama’s son Chirakarin, by indul 
gmg in those reflections, passed a long while fwithm,* 

accomplish) 11 ^ Wh ^ ^ ^ '*** COmmmded h y his sire to 

returned FA a “T ^ ^ eXpired ’ his sire 
returned. Endued with great wisdom, Medhatithi of Gau- 

in the d p r ice of pe — — ^ 

ong W If K m ™ d> after having reflected for that 
ng time of the impropriety of the chastisement he had 
commanded to be inflicted upon his wife 45 • 

gnef and shedding copious tears, for repentance had" "come" to 

Inman consequence of the beneficial effects of that calmneL 

scri!r Per 7 hlCh 13 br ° Ught aW b I » knowledge of the 
scriptures, he uttered these words. 4 ' — Th« wu „ 





worlds, viz., Purandara, came to my retreat, in the guise of 
a Brahmana asking for hospitality . 47 He was received by me 
with (proper) words, and honored with a (proper) welcome, 
and presented in due form with water to wash his feet and the 
usual offerings of the Arghya . I also granted him the rest 
he had asked for . 43 I further told him that I had obtained a 
protector in him. I thought that such conduct on my part 
would induce him to behave towards me as a friend. When, 
however, notwithstanding all this, he misbehaved himself, 
my wife Ahalya could not be regarded to have committed any 
fault . 49 It seems that neither my wife, nor myself, nor Indra 
himself who while passing through the sky had beheld my 
wife (and become deprived of his senses by her extraordinary 
beauty), could be held to have offended. The blame really 
attaches to the carelessness of my Yoga puissance .* 50 The 
sages have said that all calamities spring from envy, which, 
in its turn, arises from error of judgment. By that envy, 
also, I have been dragged from where I was and plunged in- 
to an ocean of sin (in the form of wife- slaughter) ! Rx Alas, I 
have slain a woman,— a woman that is again my wife— one, 
that is, who, in consequence of her sharing her lord s cala- 
mities came to be called by the name of Vasita,— one that 
was called Bhavyya owing to the obligation I was under of 
supporting her ! Who is there that can rescue me from this 
sin ? 63 Acting heedlessly I commanded the high-souled Cliira- 
karin (to slay that wife of mine) ! If on the present occasion 
he proves true to his name then may he rescue me from this 
guilt l 63 Twice blessed be thou, O Ohirakarika ! If on this 
occasion thou hast delayed accomplishing the work, then art 
thou truly worthy of thy name I s4 Rescue me, and thy 
mother, and the penances I have achieved, as also thy own 

* ‘Dharmasya* is explained bj the Commentator as ‘Yogadharma- 
sarabandM.’ Probably, Gautama blames his own carelessness in not 
having provided, by Yoga-puissance, against the commission of the 
offence. The Commentator observes that the RnMs exculpation of Indra 
himself is due to his own purity of nature and the entire absence of a 
desire to wrong other people. In reality, however, there can be no doubt 
that it was Indra who was to blame.*— T. 
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self, from grave sins ! He mou reauy a . 

Ordinarily, in consequence of thy great wisdom thou takest 
a long time for reflection before achieving any act. Let not 
thy conduct be otherwise today ! Be thou a true Chirakarika 
today l 6 " Thy mother had expected thy advent for a long 
time. For a long time did she bear thee in her womb. O 
Chirakarika, let thy habit of reflecting long before acting be 
productive of beneficial results today ! 6T Perhaps my son 
Chirakarika is delaying today (to achieve my bidding) in 
view of the sorrow it would cause me (to see him execute 
that bidding) 1 Perhaps, he is sleeping over that bidding, 
bearing it in his heart (without any intention of executing 
it promptly). Perhaps, he is delaying, in view of the griel 
it would cause both him and me, reflecting upon the circum- 
stances of the case ! M — Indulging in such repentance, 0 king, 
the great Rishi Gautama then beheld his son Chirakarin 
sitting near him. 69 Beholding his sire come back to theii 
abode, the son Chirakarin, overwhelmed with grief, casl 
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Bo thou always reflect long before acting 1 By thy delay in 
accomplishing my bidding thou hast today made me happy for 
ever! 67 — That learned and best of Mishis then uttered these 
verses upon the subject of the merits of such cool men as reflect 
for a long lime before setting their hands to any action. 68 — 
If the matter is the death of a friend, one should accomplish 
it after a long while. If it is the abandonment of a project 
already begun, one should abandon it after a long while, 
A friendship that is formed after a long examination lasts 
for a long time. 69 In giving way to wrath, to haughtiness, 
to pride, to disputes, to sinful acts, and in accomplishing all 
disagreeable tasks, he that delays long deserves applause P 
When the offence is not clearly proved against a relative, a 
friend, a servant, or a wife, he that reflects long before in- 
flicting the punishment is applauded. 71 — Thus, 0 Bharata, 
was Gautama pleased with his son, O thou of Kurus race, 
for that act of delay on the latter’s part in doing the 
formers bidding. 72 In all acts a man should, in this way, 
reflect for a long time and then settle what he should do. 
By conducting himself in this way one is sure to avoid 
grief for a long time. 73 That man who nurses his wrath for 
a long while, who reflects for a long time before setting 
himself to the performance of any act, never 74 does any act 
which brings repentance. One should wait for a long while 
upon those that are aged, and sitting near them show them 
reverence. One should attend to ones duties for a long time 
and be engaged for a long while in ascertaining them, 75 
Waiting for a long time upon those that are learned, and 
reverentially serving for a long time those that are good 
in behaviour, and keeping one’s soul for a long while under 
proper restraint, one succeeds in enjoying the respect of 
the world for a long time. 76 One engaged in instructing 
others on the subject of religion and duty, should, when 
asked by another for information on those subjects, take a 
long time to reflect before giving an answer. He may then 
avoid indulging in repentance (for retarding an incorrect . 
answer whose practical consequences may lead to sin). 77 — As 
regards Gautama of austere penances, that- Mshi } having 
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adored the deities for a long while in that retreat of his, 
last ascended to heaven with his son/ 1,73 


Section CCLXVII. 

“Yudhishthira said,— ‘How, indeed, should the king pro- 
tect his subjects without injuring anybody. I ask thee this, 
O grandsire, tell me, 0 foremost of good men T l 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection is cited the old 
narrative of the conversation between Dyumuisena and king 
Satyavat . 2 We have heard that upon a certain number of 
individuals having been brought out for execution at the 
command of his sire (Dyumutsena), prince Satyavat said 
certain words that had never before been said by anybody 
else. 3 * — Sometimes righteousness assumes the form of iniquity, 
and iniquity assumes the form of righteousness. It can 
never be possible that the killing of individuals can ever 
be a righteous act. 4 — 

“Dyumutsena said, — ‘If the sparing of those that deserve 
to be slain be righteousness, if robbers be spared, 0 Satya- 
vat, then all distinctions (between virtue and vice) would 
disappear / — This is mine , — This ( other) is not his , — ideas 
like these (with respect to property) will not (if the wicked 
be not punished) prevail in the Kali age. (If the wicked be 
not punished) the affairs of the world will come to a dead- 
lock. If thou knowest how the world may go on (without 
punishing the wicked), then discourse to me upon it ! 5 — 

“ ‘Satyavat said,— 'The three other orders (viz n the 
Kshatriyas, Vai^yas, and Oudras) should be placed under 
the control of the Brahman as. If those three orders be kept 
within the bonds of righteousness, then the subsidiary classes 
(that have sprung from intermixture) will imitiate them 
in their practices. 7 Those amongst them that will transgress 


* 1 . e., prince Satyavat said that the persons brought out for execu- 
tion should noti be executed. The power of kings did not extend over 
the lives of their subjects. In other words, the prince argued against 
the propriety of inflicting capital punishments upon even grave offen- 



* Yerse 10 is a triplet. — T. :■> / ^ ; 

t The Burdwan translator gives a very incorrect version of this 
Verse. He misunderstands both text and commentary completely, 
K. P. Singha is correct. — T. 

t The Commentator explains that the object of this line is to show 
that the very Sannyasin, when he offends, deserves to be chastised, 
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(the commands of the Brahmanas) shall be reported to the 
king. — -This one heeds not my commands! — upon such a 
complaint being preferred by a Brahmana, the king shall 
indict punishment upon the offender. 8 Without destroying 
the body of the offender the king should do that unto him 
which is directed by the scriptures. The king should not act 
otherwise, neglecting to reflect properly upon the character 
of the offence and upon the science of morality. 8 By slay- 
ing the wicked, the king (practically) slays a large number 
of individuals that are innocent. Behold, by slaying a single 
robber, his wife, mother, father, and children are all slain 
(because they become deprived of the means of life). When 
injured by a wicked person, the king should, therefore, re- 
flect deeply on the question of chastisement. 10 * Sometimes 
a wicked man is seen to imbibe good behaviour from a right- 
eous person. Then again from persons that are wicked good 
children may be seen to spring. 11 The wicked, therefore, 
should not be torn up by the roots. The extermination of the 
wicked is not consistent with eternal practice. By smiting 
them gently they may be made to expiate their offences. 1 * 
By depriving them of all their wealth, by chains and im- 
murement in dungeons, by disfiguring them, (they may be 
made to expiate their guilt). Their relatives should not be 
persecuted by the infliction of capital sentences on them. 
If in the presence of the rurohita and others, f 13 they give 
themselves up to him from desire of protectioil, and swear, 
saying, — 0 Brahmana, we shall never again commit any sin- 
ful act, 14 — they would then deserve to be let off without any 
punishment. This is the command of the Creator himself. 
Even the Brahmana that wears a deer-skin and the wand (of 
mendicancy) and has his head shaved, should be punished 
(when he transgresses).* 16 If great men transgress, their 
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chastisement should be proportionate to their greatness. As 
regards them that offend repeatedly, they do not deserve to 
be dismissed without punishment as on the occasion of their 
first offence.* 10 — 

“Dyumatsena said,— As long as those barriers within 
which men should be kept are not transgressed, so long are 
they designated by the name of Righteousness. 17 If they 
who transgressed those barriers were not punished with death* 
those barriers would soon be destroyed. Men of remote and 
remoter times were capable of being governed with ease.-j* 18 
They were very truthful (in speech and conduct). They 
were little disposed to disputes and quarrels. They seldom 
gave way to wrath, or, if they did, their wrath never became 
ungovernable. In those days the mere crying of fie on 
offenders was sufficient punishment. After this came the 
punishment represented by harsh speeches or censures. 1 ® 
Then followed the punishment of fines and forfeitures. In 
this age, however, the punishment of death has become cur- 
rent. The measure of wickedness has increased to 

extent that by slaying one others cannot be restrain ed4 2 ^ 
The robber has no connection with men, with the deities* 
with the Gandharvas , and with the Pitris . What is he to 
whom? He is not anybody to any one. This is the declara- 
tion of the £rutis$ n The robber takes away the ornaments 
of corpses from cemeteries, and wearing apparel from men 


K. P. Singha misunderstands the line completely. The Burdwan 
version is correct. — T. 

* Both the Vernacular versions of this Yerse are incorrect. The 
first half of the first line should be taken independently. The Com- 
mentator explains that after ‘gariyamsam’ the words ‘api §5syu* should 
lie supplied. *Aparadhe tu punab punah, &c., J is said of offenders in 
general, and not eminent offenders only,— T. 

t L e. } punishment * were not necessary in former times, or very 
light ones were sufficient. The Burdwan version of this Yerse is 
thoroughly ridiculous, — T. 

+ Hence, extermination is the punishment that has become desir- 
able.— T. 

v $ Hence, by slaying them no injury is done to any one in this or 
the .other world,— T, 



* ‘Padma 3 means, the ornaments of corpses* Grave-stealers there 
were in every country, ‘Pic&chat’ is 'Picaehopahataf, Evidently, 
Idiots and mad men were the persons who were regarded to have been 
possessed by evil spirits. s Daivatam* is an accusative which, like* 
5 Sa may am 5 is governed by the transitive verb *Kurvita\ ‘Yah kaschit* 
means ‘yah kaschit mudah, na tu prajnahV The Burdwan version of 
this Terse shows that the person entrusted with this portion of the 
Cdnti was altogether incompetent for the task, K. P, Singha gives 
the meaning correctly. — T. ■ . 4 

+ The Commentator supposes that after ‘s&dhun 5 the word ‘kartum/ 
is understood. The line may also be taken as meaning. — ‘If thou dost 
not succeed in rescuing the honest without slaying (the wicked) 3 . 
‘Bhuta bhavya 3 is sacrifice. The prince speaks of exterminating the 
rogues by slaying them as animals in a sacrifice because of the declara- 
tion in the Crutis that those killed in sacrifices ascend to heaven, 
purged of all their sins. . Such acts, therefore, seem to be merciful 
to the prince, compared to death by hanging or on the block.— T, . . t 


Parva,] 


.CANT! PARVA. 


afflicted by spirits (and, therefore, deprived of senses). That 
man Is a fool who would make any covenant with those 
miserable wretches or exact any oath from them (for relying 
upon it).* 23 — ■ 

“ ‘Satyavat said, — If thou dost not succeed in making 
honest men of those rogues and in saving them by means 
unconnected with slaughter, do thou then exterminate them 
by performing some sacrifice ."!* 33 Kings practise severe aus- 
terities for the sake of enabling their subjects go on prosper- 
ously in their avocations. When thieves and robbers multi- 
ply in their kingdoms they become ashamed. They, there- 
fore, betake themselves to penances for suppressing thefts 
and robberies and making their subjects live happily . 24 Sub- 
jects can be made honest by being only frightened (by the 
king). Good kings never slay the wicked from motives of 
retribution. (On the other hand, if they slay, they slay in 
sacrifices, when the motive is to do good to the slain). Good 
kings abundantly succeed in ruling their subjects properly 
with the aid of good conduct (instead of cruel or punitive 
inflictions). 2 ® If the king acts properly, the superior sub- 
jects imitate Mm. The inferior people, again, in their turn, 
imitate their immediate superiors. Men are so constituted 
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that they imitiate those whom they regard as their betters.*** 
That king who, without restraining himself, seeks. to res- 
train others (from evil ways) becomes an object of laughter 
with all men in consequence of his being engaged in 
the enjoyment of all worldly pleasures as a slave of his 
senses. 27 That man who, through arrogance or error of judg- 
ment, offends against the king in any way, should be res- 
trained by every means. It is by this way that he is 
prevented from comitting offences anew. 28 The king should 
first restrain his own self if he desires to restrain others 
that offend. He should punish heavily (if necessary) even 
friends and near relatives. 29 In that kingdom where a vile 
offender does not meet with heavy afflictions, offences in- 
crease and righteousness decreases without doubt. 20 Formerly, 
a Brahmana endued with clemency and possessed of learning, 
taught me this. Verily, to this effect, O sire, I have been 
instructed by also our grandsires of olden days, 81 who gave 
such assurances of harmlessness to people, moved by pity. 
Their words were, — In the Krita age, kings should rule 
their subjects by adopting ways that are entirely harmless. 83 
In the Treta age, kings conduct themselves according to 
ways that conform with righteousness fallen away by a fourth 
from its full complement. In the Dwapara age, they proceed 
according to ways conforming with righteousness fallen away 
by a moiety, and in the age that follows, according to ways 
conforming with righteousness fallen away by three-fourths. 83 
When the Kali age sets in, through the wickedness of kings 
and in consequence of the nature of the epoch itself, fifteen 
parts of even that fourth portion of righteousness disappear, 
a sixteenth portion thereof being all that then remains of 
it. 3 * If, 0 Satyavat, by adopting the method first mention- 
ed, (viz., the practice of harmlessness), confusion sets in, 
the king, considering the period of human life, the strength 
of human beings, and the nature of the time that has come, 


.. * The world thus improves in conduct and morality through the 

■ only behaving in a proper way* Cruel punishments are scarcely 
ed to reform the world, —T* 
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should award punishments.* 3 * Indeed, Manu, the son of 
the Self-born, has, through compassion for human beings, 
indicated the way by means of which men may adhere to 
knowledge (instead of harmfulness) for the sake of emancipa- 
tion.— 4 "f *• 


Section CCLXVIIX 


“Yudhishthira said, — 'Thou hast already exp] ained to me, 
O grandsire, how the religion of Yoga, which leads to the 
six well-known attributes, may be adopted and practised 
without injuring any creature. Tell me, 0 grandsire, of 
that religion which leads to both results, viz,, Enjoyment 
and Emancipation l L Amongst these two, viz., the duties of 
domesticity and those of Yoga, both of which lead to the 
same end, which is superior !’ 2 

"Bhishma said, — 'Both courses of duty are highly blessed. 
Both are extremely difficult of accomplishment. Both are 
productive of high fruits. Both are practised by those that 
are admittedly good. 3 I shall presently discourse to thee - on 
the authoritativeness of both those courses of duty, for 
dispelling thy doubts about their true import. Listen to me 
with concentrated attention. 4 In this connection is instanc- 
ed the old narrative of the discourse between Kapila and the 
cow. Listen to it, 0 Yudhishthira It 5 It has been heard by 
us that in days of old when the deity Tashtri came to the 
palace of king Nahusha, the latter, for discharging the duties 
of hospitality, was on the point of killing a cow agreeably 


• The period of human life decreases proportionately in every suc- 
ceeding age, as also the strength of human beings. In awarding 
punishments, the king should be guided by these considerations. — T. 

t The word ‘satya* is used here for ‘Emancipation*. ‘Mahaddharma- 
phalam* is true knowledge, so called because of its superiority to 
heaven, &c., The way pointed out by Manu is, of course, the religion 
of harmlessness. In Verse 35, there is an address to prince Satyavat. 
It seems, as I have pointed out, that Verses 32 to 35 represent the 
words of the grandsire to whom the prince refers in Verse 31 a — T, 
t The redundant syllable i% T» 
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* Both acts and knowledge have been pointed out in the Vedas* 
The Vedas, therefore, being authority for both, one or the other can- 
not be censured or applauded.— T. 

t ‘Arsha’ means here Vedic injunctions declared through the mouths 
of inspired Eishis and compiled by Biahis. ‘ViditatraanaV is the 
'Supreme Being himself. The object of the speaker is to show that no 
- part of the Vedas can be censured, for every word in them is equally 
authoritative, all being GodYowm— \ 


to the true, ancient, and eternal Injunction of the Vedas„ f 
Beholding that cow tied for slaughter, Kapila of liberal soul, 

ever observant of the ‘duties of Safcwa, always engaged In 

restraining his senses, possessed of true knowledge, and abs- 
temious in diet, 7 having acquired an excellent understanding 
that was characterised by faith, perfectly fearless, beneficial, 
firm, and ever directed towards truth, uttered this word once, 
viz., — -Alas, ye Vedas ! — At that time a liishi, of the name of 
Syumaraqmi, entering (by Yoga power) the form of that cow, 
addressed the Yati Kapila, saying, — Hist, 0 Kapila I s If the 
Yedas be deserving of censure (In consequence of those 
declarations in them that sanction the slaughter of living 
creatures), whence have those other duties (fraught with 
entire harmlessness to all creatures) come to be regarded as 
authoritative ?*° Men devoted to penances and endued with 
intelligence, and who have the Gratis and knowledge for 
their eyes, regard the injunctions of the Yedas, which have 
been declared through and compiled by the Rishis , to be the 
words of God himself/f 10 What can anybody say (by way of 
censure or praise) with respect to the contents of the Vedas 
when these happen to be the words of the Supreme Being 
himself who Is freed from desire of fruit, who Is without the 
fever (of envy and aversion), who is addicted to nothing, 
and who is destitute of all exertion (in consequence of the 
immediate fruition of all his wishes) V 1 — 

“ ‘Kapila said, — I do not censure the Vedas. I do not 
wish to say anything in derogation of them. It hath been 
heard by us that the different courses of duty laid down 
for the different modes of life, all lead to the same end. 12 
The Sanyasin attains to a high end. The forest-recluse 
also attains to a high end. Both the other two also. 



viz., the householder and the Brahmachariiu reach the same 
end . 13 All the four modes of life have always been regarded 
as Deva-ydna ways. The relative strength or weakness of 
these, as represented by their relative superiority or inferiori- 
ty, hath been declared in the character of their respective 
ends.* 14 — Knowing these, accomplish acts which lead to 
heaven and other blessings, — this is a Yedic declaration. — Do 
not accomplish acts, — this also is another binding declaration 
of the Vedas . 15 If abstention from acts be meritorious, then 
their accomplishment must be exceedingly reprehensible. 
When the scriptures stand thus, the strength or weakness of 
particular declarations must be very difficult to ascertain . 16 
If thou knowest of any course of duty which is superior to 
the religion of harmlessness, and which depends upon direct 
evidence instead of that of the scriptures, do thou then dis- 
course to me upon it ! 17 — 

“ ‘Syumaraqmi said, — One should perform sacrifices from 
desire of heaven, — this Cruti is constantly heard by us* 
Thinking first of the fruit (that is to be attained), one makes 
preparations for sacrifice . 18 Goat, horse, sheep, cow, all 
species of birds, domestic or wild, and herbs and plants, are 
food of (other) living creatures. This is heard by us.f 18 
Food again has been directed to be taken day after day 
morning and evening. Then again the Cruti declares that 
animals and grain are the limbs of Sacrifice .^ 26 The Lord of 

* ‘Deva-yanah 5 is explained by the Commentator as ‘Devam atma* 
nam yanti ebhiriti 5 , i. e., those by which the Soul is reached. The 
relative strength or weakness of the four modes of life hath been thus 
indicated. The Sanyasin attains to Moksha or Emancipation; the 
forest recluse to the region of Brahman ; the house-holder attains to 
heaven (region of the deities presided over by Iiidra), and the Brah, 
macharin attains to the region of the RUhu . — T. 

t The Commentator explains that having commenced with the 
assertion that men should sacrifice from desire of heaven, the speaker 
fears that the hearer may deny the very existence of heaven. Hence* 
he takes a surer ground for justifying slaughter, viz., the ground that 
is connected with the consideration of food. Living creatures must eat 
in order to live. The very support of life requires the slaughter of 
life. Slaughter, therefore, is justified by the highest necessity T. 

t L e. t these. are the essential requisites of sacrifice.— T, 
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uicawu me m aiong wild .sacrifice, The puissant 
Lord of all creatures caused the deities to perform sacrifices 
with their aid . 21 Altogether seven (domestic) and seven 
(wild) animals are indicated as fit for sacrifice. Instead of 
all being equally fit, each succeeding one is inferior to each 
preceding one. The Yedas 
universe is appointed for sacrifice. 


again declare that the whole 
Him also that is called 
.P wrusha the Vedas have appointed for the same purpose.* 1 ’ 
This again hath been sanctioned by men of remote and 
remoter times. What man of learning is there that does not 
select, according to his own ability, individuals from among 
living creatures for sacrifice ?f 23 The inferior animals, hu- 
man beings, trees, and herbs, all wish for the attainment 
of heaven. There is no means, however, except sacrifice, 
by which they can obtain the fruition of that desire . 14 The* 
deciduous herbs, animals, trees, creepers, clarified butter, 
milk, curds, meat and other approved things (that are poured 
on the sacrificial fire), land, the points of the compass, faith, 
and time which brings up the tale to twelve ,’ 5 the Richs, the 
Tajushes, the Samans, and the sacrificer himself bringing up 
the tale to sixteen, and Fire which should be known as the 
householder,— these seventeen are said 15 to be the limbs of 
Sacrifice. Sacrifice, the Cruti declares, is the root of the 
world and its course. With clarified butter, milk, curds, 
dung, curds mixed with milk, skin, the hair in her tail* 
horns, and hoofs, the cow alone is able to furnish all the 
necessaries of sacrifice. Particular ones amongst these that are 
laid down for particular sacrifices , 1 '- 25 coupled with Ritwijas 
and presents (to the priests themselves and other Brahmanas) 
together sustain Sacrifices.^ By collecting these things to. 


ar « named here are not required 1 
rifices. Some are required in some, others in others. Those ' 

£ are re V ured > coupled with Ritwijas and Dakshinft. j 

^ respective sacrifices or uphold or sustain them.-T, *| 



gether, people accomplish sacrifices.* 29 This Cruti, consist- 
ent with the truth, is heard that all things have been 
created for the performance of Sacrifice. It was thus that 
all men of ancient times set themselves to the performance 
of sacrifices, 30 As regards that person, however, who per- 
forms sacrifices because of the conviction that sacrifices 
should be performed and not for the sake of fruit or reward, 
it is seen that he does not injure any creature or bear him* 
self with hostility to anything, or set himself to the accom- 
plishment of any worldly task.f 31 Those things that have 
been named above as the limbs of sacrifice, and those other 
things that have been mentioned as required in sacrifices and 
that are indicated in the ordinances, all uphold one another 
(for the completion of sacrifices) when used according to the 
approved ri.tua.14 8 * I behold also the Smritis compiled by 
the Hitt his, into which the Vedas have been introduced, 
Men of learning regard them as authoritative in consequence 
of their following the Brahmanas.$ z * Sacrifices have the 
Brahmanas for their progenitor, and truly they rest upon 
the Brahmanas. The whole universe rests upon sacrifice, and 
sacrifice rests upon the universe.lf 3 * The syllable Om is the 
root from which the Vedas have sprung. (Every rite, there- 
fore, should commence with the utterance of that syllable of 
vast import). Of him who has uttered for him the syllables 
Om, Namas, Swaha, SadhiL, and Vashat, and who has, 
according to the extent of his ability, performed sacrifices 
and other rites/ 6 there is no fear in respect of next life in 
all the three worlds. Thus say the Vedas, and sages crown- 
ed with ascetic success, and the foremost of Maids. 1 * He in 

* ‘Samhritya’ means ‘Ekikritya’ and not ‘destroying’ as the Bur- 
dwan translator wrongly takes it.— -T. 

t The Burd wan translator, notwithstanding the clear language of 
both text and Commentary, wrongly connects the first line of Terse 31 
with the last line of 30, and makes nonsense of both Verses.— T. 

I takill S the lines of 32 with the last line of 31, the Bar* 
dwan translator makes nonsense of the passage.— T. 

9 ‘Brahmanas’ here means that part of the Vedas which contains 
the ritual. — T. 

H Each constitutes the refuge .of the other. T, 

50 
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•whom are the Bichs, the Yajushes, the Sainans, and the 
expletives necessary for completing the rythm of the Samans 
according to the rules laid down in Vedic grammars, is, 
indeed, a Brahmana.* 8 * Thou knowest, 0 adorable Brail- 
mana, what the fruits are of Agnihotra, of the Soma-sacri- 
fice, and of the other great sacrifices . 38 I say, for this reason, 
one should sacrifice and asist at other people’s sacrifices, 
without scruples of any kind. One who performs such sacri- 
fices as lead to heaven (such as Yotishtoma, &c.) ohstains high 
rewards hereafter in the form of heavenly beatitude . 30 This 
is certain, viz,, that they who do not perform sacrifices have 
neither this world nor the next. They who are really con- 
versant with the declarations of the Yedas regard both kinds 
of declarations (viz,, those that incite to acts and those that 
preach abstention) as equally authoritative.— ” 40 


Section CCLXIX, 


“ ‘Kapila said, — Beholding that all the fruits that are 
attainable by acts are terminable instead of being eternal, 
Tatis, by adopting self-restraint and tranquillity, attain to 
Brahma through the path of knowledge. There is nothing 
in any of the worlds that can impede them (for by mere fiats 
■of the will they crown all their wishes with success ). 1 They 
are freed from the influence of all pairs of opposites. They 
never bow down their heads to anything or any creature. 
They are above all the bonds of want. Wisdom is theirs. 
Cleansed they are from every sin. Pure and spotless they live 
and rove about (in great happiness ). 2 They have, in their 
own understandings, arrived at settled conclusions in respect 
of all destructible objects and at a life of Renunciation (by 
comparing the two together). Devoted to Brahma, already 
become like unto Brahma, they have taken refuge in Brahma , 3 
Transcending grief, and freed from (the quality of) Rajas, 
theirs are acquisitions that are eternal When the high end 
that is these men’s is within reach of attainment, what 


* There are many such expletives, such as £ hayi 



Pavva.] 


CANT! PAEYAi 


need has one for practising tlio duties of the domestic mode 
of life ?* 4 

“ ‘Syumaraqmi said, — -If, indeed, that be the highest 
object of acquisition, if that be truly the highest end (which 
Is attained by practising Renunciation) then the importance 
of the domestic mode of life becomes manifest, because with- 
out the domestic mode no other mode of life ever becomes 
possible . 5 Indeed, as all living creatures are able to live In 
consequence of their dependence on their respective mothers, 
after the same manner the three other modes of life exist in 
consequence of their dependence upon the domestic mode , 6 
The householder who leads the life of domesticity, performs 
sacrifices, and practises penances. Whatever is done by any- 
body from desire of happiness has for its root the domestic 
mode of life/ All living creatures regard the procreation of 
offspring as a source of great happiness. The procreation of 
offspring, however, becomes impossible In any other mode of 
life (than domesticity ). 8 Every kind of grass and straw, 
all plants and herbs (that yield corn or grain), and others of 
the same class that grow on hills and mountains, have the 
domestic mode of life for their root. Upon these depend the 
life of living creatures. And since nothing else is seen (in 
the universe) than life, domesticity may be looked upon as 
the refuge of the entire universe ^ 9 Who then speaks the 
truth that says that domesticity cannot lead to the acquisi- 
tion of Emancipation ? Only those that are destitute of 

* For, as the Commentator explains, one who has acquired 
empire does not seek the dole of charity. In view of the high 
that Renunciation is certain to bring, what need has a person of 
domestic mode of life which leads to rewards that are insignifi 
compared to the other. — T. 

f ‘Varhi’ is grass or straw. ‘Oshadhi 5 here implies paddy 
other gi’ain. ‘Yahiranya adrija’ implies ‘other kinds of Oshadhi 1 
on mountains,’ L e., the Soma and other useful hill plants and shi 
‘Teshamapi mulam garhastyam’ should be supplied after the first 
Domesticity is the root of these, because these are cultivated or 
lected by persons leading the domestic mode of life. The argun 
in the second line is this: ‘Oshadhibhyah pranah\ ‘or an at vahii 
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faith and wisdom and penetration , 10 only those that are des- 
titute of reputation, that are idle and toil-worn, that have 
misery for their share in consequence of their past acts, only 
those that are destitute of learning, behold the plenitude of 
tranquillity in a life of mendicancy . 11 The eternal and cer- 
tain distinctions (laid down in the Vedas) are the causes that 
sustain the three worlds. That illustrious person of the 
highest order who is conversant with the Vedas, is worshipped 
from the very date of his birth . 12 Besides the performance 
of Garbhadkana , Vedic mantras become necessary for enab- 
ling persons of the regenerate classes to accomplish all their 
acts in respect of both this and the other world .* 13 In 
cremating his body (after death), in the matter of his attain- 
ment of a second body, in that of his drink and food after 
such attainment, in that of giving away kine and other 
animals for helping him to cross the river that divides the 
region of life from that of Yama, in that of sinking the 
funeral cakes in water, Vedic mantras are necessary . 14 Then 
again the three classes of Pitris , viz., the Archishmats, the 
Varhishads, and the Kravyads, approve of the necessity of 
mantras in the case of the dead, and mantras are allowed 
to be efficient causes (for attainment of the objects for which 
these ceremonies and rites have been directed to be perform- 
ed ). 15 When the Vedas say this so loudly and when again 
human beings are said to owe debts to the Pitris , the Rishis » 
and the gods, how can any one attain to Emancipation ?f 10 


* Literally rendered, the words are, — ‘Without doubt, Vedic man- 
tras enter into persons of the regenerate classes in respect of acts 
whose effects are seen and acts whose effects instead of being seen 
depend upon the evidence of the scriptures.* Practically, what is said 
here is that all the acts of a Brahmana are performed with the aid of 
Vedic mantras . — T. 

+ Mantras are necessary in cremating a Brahmana’s dead body. 
.Mantras are needed for assisting the dead spirit to attain to a brilliant 
form (either in the next world or in this if there be rebirth). These 
mantras are, of course, uttered in Cradhas . After the dead spirit has 
■been provided, with the aid of mantras , with a body, food and drink 
are offered to him with the aid of mantras . Kine and animals are given 
away by the representatives of the dead for enabling the dead ancestor 
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This false doctrine (of incorporeal existence called Emanci- 
pation), apparently dressed in colors of truth, but subversive 
of the real purport of the declarations of the Vedas, has 
been introduced by learned men reft of prosperity and eaten 
up by idleness . 17 That Brahmana who performs sacrifices 
according to the declarations of the Vedas is never seduced 
by sin. Through sacrifices, such a person attains to high 
regions of felicity along with the animals he has slain in 
those sacrifices, and himself, gratified by the acquisition of 
all his wishes succeeds in gratifying those animals by ful- 
filling their wishes . 18 By disregarding the Vedas, by guile, 
or by deception, one never succeeds in attaining to the 
Supreme. On the other hand, it is by practising the rites 
laid down in the Vedas that one succeeds in attaining to 
Brahma , 19 — 

“ ‘Kapila said, — (If acts are obligatory, then) there are 
the Darya, the Paurnamdsha, the Agnihotra , the Ghdtur - 
mdshya , and other acts for the man of intelligence. In 
their performance is eternal merit. (Why then betake to 
acts involving cruelty ?)* Q Those that have betaken them- 
selves to the Sanyasa mode of life, that abstain from all 
acts, that are endued with patience, that are cleansed (of 
wrath and every fault), and that are conversant with Brah- 
ma, succeed by such knowledge of Brahma in paying off the 
debts (thou speakest of ) to the gods, (the Rishis, and the 

to cross the Vaifcarani (the river that flows between the two worlds) 
and for enabling him to become happy in heaven. The funeral cake, 
again, according to the ordinance, is sunk in water for making it easily 
attainable by him to whom it is offered. By becoming a human being 
one inherits three debts. By study he pays off his debt to the Rishis : 
by the performance of sacrifices he pays off his debt to the gods, and 
by begetting children he frees himself from the debt he owes to the 
Pitris. The argument then is this : when the Vedas, which are the 
words of Supreme Godhead, have laid down these mantras for the 
attainment of such objects in the next world, how can Emancipation 
(which involves an incorporeal existence transcending the very Karanon 
form) be possible ? The very declarations of the Vedas in favor of 
acts are inconsistent with incorporeal existence or with the negation 
0f existence v&b dual consciousness of knower and knownc-T, 


S9S 


MAH ABU ARili'A. 


[ Mo kbh ad h a rtiim 


Pitris,) represented to be so very fond of libations poured in 
sacrifices. 21 * The very gods become stupified in tracing the 
track of that trackless person who constitutes himself the 
soul of all creatures and who looks upon all creatures with 
an equal eye. 22 Through instructions received from the 
preceptor one knows that which dwells within this frame to 
be of a four-fold nature, having besides four doors and four 
mouths. In consequence of (their possession of ) two arms, 
the organ of speech, the stomach, and the organ of pleasure, 
the very gods are said to have four doors. One should, there- 
fore, strive one’s best to keep those doors under control.^ 23 
One should not gamble with dice. One should not appro- 
priate what belongs to another. One should not assist at 
the sacrifice of a person of ignoble birth. One should not, 
giving way to wrath, smite another with hands or feet. That 
intelligent man who conducts himself in this way is said to 

* The mention of ‘Devlin’ implies, as the Commentator points out 
Mishis and also Pitris* The amrita here that these covet is, of 
course, the Sacrificial libation. ‘Brahma-sajnitah’ implies ‘conver- 
sant with Brahma,’ for the Crutis say that ‘Brahmavid Brahmaiva 
bhavati.’ — T. 

f The terseness of the original has not been removed in the trans- 
lation. { Enam’ is the universal Soul dwelling within this physical 
frame. It refers to the person who constitutes himself to be the soul 
pf all creatures or one who is conversant with Brahma or has become 
Brahma itself. That soul is said to have a fourfold nature, viz., it is 
mrdt (all-embracing), mtra (fine as the finest thread and pervading 
everything), antary&mm (possessed of omniscience), and cuddha (stain- 
less). Its four mouths, by which are meant the four sources of enjoy* 
xnent or pleasure, are the body, the senses, the mind, and the under- 
standing. What the speaker wishes to point out by this is the Bhohtri - 
Pwa (power of enjoyment) of the soul. The Kattritwa (power of 
action) is then pointed out by the mention of the doors which are the 
two arms, the organ of speech, the stomach, and the organ of pleasure 
(generation). These last operate as doors for shutting or confining the 
soul within its chamber. They are the screens or dvaranas that con- 
ceal its real nature. The very gods feel their force, being unable to 
transcend them or their demands. He who would transcend them and 
' shine in his own stainless nature should seek to control or restrain 
.them. Practically, it is Yoga that is recommended for enabling one 
to attain, to the position of the universal Soul,—’ T, 



CANT! PART A: 


have his hands and feet well-controlled. 24 One should not) 
Indulge in vociferous abuse or censure. One should not 
speak words that are vain. One should forbear from knavery 
and from calumniating others. One should observe the vow 
of truthfulness, be sparing of speech, and always heedful. 
By conducting oneself in this way one will have one’s organ 
of speech well-restrained. 25 One should not abstain entirely 
from food. One should not eat too much. One should give 
up covetousness, and always seek the companionship of the 
good. One should eat only so much as is needed for sustain- 
ing life. By conducting oneself in this way one succeeds in 
properly controlling the door represented by one’s stomach. 2 ? 
One should not, 0 hero, lustfully take another wife when 
one has a wedded spouse (with whom to perform all religious 
acts). One should never summon a woman to bed except in 
her season. One should confine oneself to one’s own wedded 
spouse without seeking congress with other women. By con- 
ducting oneself in this way one is said to have one’s organ 
of pleasure properly controlled. 27 That man of wisdom is 
truly a regenerate person who has all his four doors, viz., 
the organ of pleasure, the stomach, the two arms (and two 
feet), and the organ of speech, properly controlled. 28 Every- 
thing becomes useless of that person whose doors are not 
well controlled. What can the penances of such a man do ? 
What can his sacrifices bring about ? What can be achieved 
by his body ?- 5 The gods know him for a Brahmana who has 
cast off his upper garment, who sleeps on the bare ground, 
who makes his arm a pillow, and whose heart is possessed of 
tranquillity.*- 0 That person who, devoted to contemplation, 
singly enjoys all the happiness that wedded couples enjoy, 
and who turns not his attention to the joys and griefs of 
others, should be known for a Brahmana.f 31 That man who 


* ‘One who has cast off his upper garn 
himself very scantily for only the sake of i 
dour. — T, 

t ‘Dwandwarama’ very likely means here 
pies and not ‘the pleasures derived from 
mum seems to be this that man is a Brahi 
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rightly understands all this as it exists in reality and its 
multiform transformations, and who knows what the end is 
of all created objects, is known by the gods for a Brah- 
man a .* 82 One who hath no fear from any creature and from 
whom no creature hath any fear, and who constitutes himself 
the soul of all creatures, should be known for a Brahmana . 33 
Without having acquired purity of heart which is the true 
result of all pious acts such as gifts and sacrifices, men of 
foolish understandings do not succeed in obtaining a know- 
ledge of what is needed in making one a Brahmana even when 
explained by preceptors. Destitute of a knowledge of all this, 
these men desire fruits of a different kind, viz., heaven and its 
joys/f 34 Unable to practise even a small part of that good 
conduct which has come down from remote times, which is 
eternal, which is characterised by certitude, which enters as 
a thread in all our duties, and by adopting which men of 
knowledge belonging to ail the modes of life convert their 
respective duties and penances into terrible weapons for des- 
troying the ignorance and evils of worldliness, men of foolish 
understandings regard acts that are productive of visible 
fruits, that are fraught with the highest puissance, and that 
are deathless, as fruitless after all and as deviations (from the 
proper course) not sanctioned by the scriptures. In truth, 
however, that conduct, embracing as it does practices the very 
opposite of those that are seen in seasons of distress, is the 
very essence of heedfulness and is never affected by lust and 


ing, succeeds in enjoying singly all the felicity that attaches to marri- 
ed life. — T. 

* In reality all things are, of course, Brahma . Their external as- 
pects are only transformations. The end of all creatures is death and 
rebirth till absorption takes place into Brahma by means of Yoga.— T. 

t The original is very terse. I have expanded it, following the 
Commentator. c D&na-yajna kriya phalanx 5 is ‘chitta cuddlii 5 or purity 
of heart ; ‘antarena 5 is equivalent to { vina 5 ; ‘anujananti’ governs ‘Brah- 
manyam 5 understood . 5 ‘Anyat phalanx' in the second line implies 
heaven and its joys (which satisfy ordinary men). The particle c anu* 
before ‘jananti 5 is taken to imply ‘gurnm anu , 5 £ e . ‘following the 
instructions of preceptors. 5 — T, 
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wrath and other passions of a similar kind,*— ss ~ 27 As re- 
gards sacrifices again, it is very difficult to ascertain all their 
particulars. If ascertained, It is very difficult to observe 
them in practice. If practiced, the fruits to which they lead 
are terminable. Mark this well. (And marking this, do 
thou betake thyself to the path of knowledge) I — 38 

“ f Syumara<;mI said,— The Vedas countenance acts and 
discountenance them. Whence then is their authority when 
their declarations thus contradict each other? Renunciation 
of acts, again, Is productive of great benefit. Both these 
paths have been indicated in the Vedas, Do thou discourse 
to me on this subject, 0 Brahmana ! sfl 

“ ‘Kapila said, — Betaking yourselves to the path of the 
good {viz., Yoga), do you in even this life realise its fruits 
by the direct evidence of your senses I What, however, are 


* These three Verses run together and are extremely abstruse. There 
can be no doubt that the Commentator is right. The construction is 
this ; ‘Yam sad&eh&ram agrifcya samgritanam swakarmabkih (sahitam) 
fcapah ghoratwam agatam, tarn (sad&charam) pur an am gagwatam dhru- 
vam dharmeshu cha sutritam kinchit charitum agaknuvantah pkalavanti 
vyushtimanti dhruvani cha karmani (mudah) vigunani &c., pagyanti.’ 
The second line of 36 stands by itself as an explanatory sentence refer- 
ring to some of the characteristics of the ‘sadaehara’ that is spoken of, 
‘Samgritanam’ refers to men observing the different modes of life ; ‘gho- 
ratwan agatam’- is ‘samsarandhakaranagakam bhavati.’ What is meant 
by this is that the penances of such men, along with the duties they are 
called upon to observe by the particular mode of life they follow, be- 
come a terrible weapon, in consequence of their ‘sadaeh&rah,’ for des- 
troying the evils of worldliness. The ‘sadacharah 1 spoken of here is 
‘nishkamadharmah.* The latter is no new-fangled theory of men of 
learning but is ‘pur an am, gagwatam, and dhruvam.’ The ‘pkalavanti, 
vyushtimanti, and dhruvani karmani 7 which fools regard to be ‘vigunani 
and anaikantikani’ are, of course, those acts which are included within 
the word ‘Yoga’. In brief, the speaker, in these three verses, wishes to 
inculcate that wise men, whatever their mode of life, observe its duties. 
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the visible results of those other objects which you (men of 
acts) pursue ? 40 

« *Syumara<jmi said, — 0 Brahman a, i am Syumara<jmi by 
name ! I have come here for acquiring knowledge. Desir- 
ous of doing good to myself I have started this conversation 
In artless candour and not from desire of disputation, 41 
This dark doubt has taken possession of my mind. O illus- 
trious one, solve it to me ! Thou hast said that they who 
betake themselves to the path of the good, (viz., Yoga), by 
which Brahma is attained, realise its fruits by the direct 
evidence of their senses. What, indeed, is that which is so 
realisable by the direct evidence of the senses and which is 
pursued by yourselves ? 42 Avoiding all sciences that have 
■disputation only for their foremost object, I have so studied 
the Agama as to have duly mastered their true meaning. By 
Agama I understand the declarations of the Vedas, I also 
include in that word those sciences based on logic which 
have for their object the bringing out of the real meaning 
of the Vedas,* 43 Without avoiding the duties laid down for 
the particular mode of life which one may lead, one should 
pursue the practices laid down in Agama, Such observance 
of the practices laid down in Agama crowns one with success. 
In consequence of the "certainty of the conclusions of Agama, 
the success to which the latter leads may be said to be 
almost realisable by direct evidence. 44 As a boat, that Is 
tied to another bound for a different port, cannot take 
its passengers to the port they desire to reach, even so 
ourselves, dragged by our acts due to past desires, can never 
cross the interminable river of birth and death (and reach 
the haven of rest and peace we may have in view). Dis- 
course to me on this topic, 0 illustrious one ! Teach me as 
a preceptor teaches a disciple ! 45 No one can be found 
amongst men that has completely renounced all worldly 


* The sciences that have disputation only for their foremost object, 
are, according to the Commentator, the sciences of the Lokayatikas, the 
Baugatas (or Buddhists), the Kapalikas. &c., The other sciences based 
on Logic that are included within the word Agama are the two Mimam- 
efts» S&ukbya, and Fafcanjala.— ' -T, 
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objects, nor one that is perfectly contented with oneself, 
nor one that has transcended grief, nor one that is perfectly 
free from disease, nor one that is absolutely free from the 
desire to act (for one’s own benefit), nor one that has an 
absolute distaste for companionship, nor one that has entire- 
ly abstained from acts of every kind . 46 Even men like your- 
self are seen to give way to joy and indulge in grief as 
persons like ourselves. Like other creatures the senses of 
persons like yourselves have their functions and objects. 47 . 
Tell me, in what then, if we are to investigate the question 
of happiness, consists pure felicity for all the four orders of 
men and all the four modes of life who and which have, as 
regards their inclinations, the same resting ground. 48 — 

“ 'Kapila said,— Whatever the gastras according to which 
one performs the acts one feels inclined to do, the ordinances 
laid down in it for regulating those acts never become fruit- 
less. Whatever again the school of opinion according to 
which one may conduct oneself, one is sure to attain to the 
highest end by only observing the duties of self-restraint or 
Yoga . 49 Knowledge assists that man in crossing (this in- 
terminable river of life and death) who pursues knowledge. 
That conduct, however, which men pursue after deviating 
from the path of knowledge, afflicts them (by subjecting them 
to the evils of life and death ), 60 It is evident that ye am 
possessed of knowledge and dissociated from every worldly 
object that may produce distress. But have any of you at 
any time succeeded in acquiring that knowledge in conse- 
quence of which everything is capable of being viewed as 
identical with one Universal Soul ?* &I Without a correct 
apprehension of the scriptures, some there are, fond only of 
disputation, who, inconsequence of being overwhelmed by 
desire and aversion, become the slaves of pride and arrogance . 52 
Without having correctly understood the meaning of scrip- 


* ‘Aikatrayam* is explained by the Commentator as e Eka eva dwaita 
darpana kina atma yatra bhavati’. Practically, it is that state of the 
mind in which one percieves one’s identity with everything in the uni- 
verse, This is that true knowledge which brings about Emancipation or 
m Emanpipation itself,— T. ' 
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tural declarations, these robbers of the scriptures, these de- 
predators of Brahma, influenced by arrogance and error, 
refuse to pursue tranquillity and practise self-restraint.* 83 
These men behold fruitlessness on every side, and if (by 
chance) they succeed in obtaining the puissance of knowledge 
they never impart it to others for rescuing them. Made 
up entirely of the quality of Tamas, they have Tomas 
only for their refuge. 51 One becomes subject to all the inci- 
dents of that nature which one imbibes. Accordingly, of 
him who hath Tamas for his refuge, the passions of envy, 
lust, wrath, pride, falsehood, and vanity, continually grow, 
for one’s qualities have one’s nature for their spring. 56 Think- 
ing in this strain and beholding these faults (through the 
aid of instructions secured from preceptors), Yatis, who 
covet the highest end, betake themselves to Yoga, leaving 
both good and ill.j- 55 — 

“ ‘Syumaraijmi said,— 0 Brahmana, all that I have said 
(about the laudable character of acts and the opposite 
character of Renunciation) is strictly conformable to tho 
scriptures. It is, however, very true that without a correct 
apprehension of the meaning of the scriptures, one does not 
feel inclined to obey what the scriptures really declare. 57 
Whatever conduct is consistent with equity is consistent 
with the scriptures. Even that is what the Cruti declares. 
Similarly, whatever conduct is inconsistent with equity is 
inconsistent with the scriptures. This also is declared by 
the Cruti. 63 It is certain that no one can do an act that is 
scriptural by transgressing the scriptures. That again is 
unscriptural which is against the Vedas. The Cruti declares 
this. 68 Many men, who believe only what directly appeals 
to their senses, behold only this world (and not what is 


* They are called ‘robbers of the scriptures’ because they always seek 
to rob the scriptures of their true meaning. They are ‘depredators of 
Brahma ’ because they deny the very existence of Godhead. ‘Niraram- 
bhah’is ‘Camadyarambha-gunyah.’ — T. 

t The particle ‘anu’ means ‘following the instructions of preceptors. 
fSamyame’ refers to ‘Dhfaaoi, Dhyana, and Samadki,’ Some texts read 
^Siddh&ate’ for t sac3yame 5 l '-T, ’ 





addressed in the scriptures to Faith). They do not behold 
what the scriptures declare to be faults. They have, accord- 
ingly. like ourselves, to give way to grief. Those objects of 
the senses with which men like you are concerned are the 
same with which other living creatures are concerned. (Yet 
in consequence of your knowledge of the soul and their 
ignorance of it, how vast is the difference that exists between 
you and them P All the four orders of men and all the 
four modes of life, however different their duties, seek the 
same single end (viz., the highest happiness). Thou art 
possessed of unquestioned talents and abilities. For as- 
certaining that particular course of conduct (amongst those 
various duties) which is well calculated to accomplish the 
desired end, thou hast, by discoursing to me on the Infinite 
(Brahma), filled my soul with tranquillity. As regards 
ourselves, in consequence of our inability to understand the 
Soul we are destitute of a correct apprehension of the reality. 
Our wisdom is concerned with things that are low, and we 
are enveloped in thick darkness . 61 ' 52 (The course of conduct, 
however, that thou hast indicated for enabling one to attain 
to Emancipation, is exceedingly difficult of practice). Only 
he who is devoted to Yoga, who has discharged all his duties-, 
who is capable of roving everywhere depending only on his 
own body, who has brought his soul under perfect control, 
who has transcended the requirements of the science of 
morality and who disregards the whole world (and every- 
thing belonging to it), can transgress the declarations of the 
Vedas with respect to acts, and say that there is Emancipa- 
tion .* 03 " M For one, however, who lives in the midst of rela- 
tives, this course of conduct is exceedingly difficult to follow. 
Gift, study of the Vedas, sacrifices, begetting offspring, 
simplicity of dealing , 55 when by practising even these no 
one succeeds in attaining to Emancipation, fie on him who 
seeks to attain to it, and on Emancipation itself that is 


* Whafc is intended to be said here is that only a life of denunciation, 
so hard to follow, can lead to Emancipation. The Bardwan translator 
makes nonsense of the second line of 64 by connecting it with the first 
line of 65, K, P, Sicgha omits it entirely.-— T, 
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sought ! It seems that the labour spent upon attaining to 
it is all fruitless . 66 One becomes chargeable with atheism if 
one disregards the Yedas by not doing the acts they direct. 

0 illustrious one, I desire to hear without delay about that 
(Emancipation) which comes in the Yedas after the declara- 
tions in favor of acts . 07 Do tell me the truth, O Brahman a ? 

1 sit at thy feet as a disciple. Teach me kindly ! I wish to 
know as much about Emancipation as is known to thee, O 
learned one l* 8 —’ ” 


Section CCLXX. 

“ ‘Kapila said,— The Yedas are regarded as authoritative 
by all. People never disregard them. Brahma is of two 
kinds, viz., Brahma as represented by sound, and Brahma 
as Supreme (and intangible ).* 1 One conversant with Brah- 
ma represented by sound succeeds in attaining to Supremo 
Brahma. Commencing with the rites of Qarhhadhana, that 
body which the sire creates with the aid of Vedic mantras 
is cleansed (after birth) by Yedic mantras.-^ When the body 
has been cleansed with purificatory rites (performed with the 
aid of Yedic mantras), the owner thereof comes to be called 
a Brahmana and becomes a vessel fit for receiving knowledge 
of Brahma, Know that the reward of acts is purity of 
heart which only leads to Emancipation. I shall presently 
speak to thee of that . 3 Whether purity of heart has been 


Yedas are ‘Cavda-Brakma’ or Brahma as represented by 

e expanded this Verse, following the lead of the Com men ta- 
5 idea may be given of the extreme terseness of such Verses by 
literal rendering ‘That lump of matter which is made a 
ody by what is contained in the Veda, is (afterwards) made 
the same means)? One approaches one’s wife after perform- 
;e of Garbhkdh&na. In this rite, different deities are invoked 
i different or gans and parts of the body of the child to be be- 
rhus begotten, the body of the child is, subsequent to birth, 
r purified* All this requires the aid of Vedic mantras. What 
shes to teach is that commencing with acts, knowledge should 
acquired.— T, 
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attained or not (by performance of acts) is what can be 
known to the person himself who has attained it* It can 
never be known with the aid of either the Yedas or inference* 
They that cherish no expectations, that discard every kind of 
wealth by not storing anything for future use, that are not 
covetous, qmd that are free from every kind of affection and 
aversion, perform sacrifices because of the conviction that 
their performance is a duty. To make gifts, unto deserving 
persons is the end (right use) of all wealth. 4 " 5 Hever addict- 
ed at any time to sinful acts, observant of those rites that 
have been laid down in the Vedas, capable of crowning all 
their wishes with fruition, endued with certain conclusions 
through pure knowledge, 0 never giving way to wrath, — never 
indulging in envy, free from pride and malice, firm in Yoga.* 
of unstained birth, unstained conduct, and unstained learn- 
ing, devoted to the good of all creatures, 7 there were in days 
of yore many men, leading lives of domesticity and thorough- 
ly devoted to the their own duties, there were many kings 
" also of the same qualifications, devoted to Yoga, (like Tana- 
ka, &c.,) and many Brahmanas also of the same character 
(like Yajnavaikya and others).f 3 They behaved equally to- 
wards all creatures and were endued with perfect sincerity. 
Contentment was theirs, and certainty of knowledge. Visi- 
ble were the rewards of their righteousness, and pure were 
they in behaviour and heart. They were possessed of faith 
in Brahma of both forms.$ 9 At first making their hearts 
pure, they duly observed all (excellent) vows. They were 
observant of the duties of righteousness on even occasions of 
distress and great difficulty, without falling off in any 
particular. 10 Uniting together they used to perform meritori- 
ous acts. In this they found great happiness. And inas- 
much as they never tripped, they had never to perform any 


* Yoga is the only way to true knowledge, hence Jn&na-nisktkah is 
Yoga-nishthah.— *T, , . 

t These and men like these are pointed out as persons deserving of 
gifts. — T. ' ..... 

■ X L e. 9 in Brahma as possessed of attributes and as freed from at- 
tributes,— T, 
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expiation . 11 Relying as they did upon the true course of 
righteousness, they became endued with irresistible energy. 
They never followed their own understandings in the matter 
of earning merit but followed the dictates of the scriptures 
alone for that end. Accordingly they were never guilty 
of guile in the matter of performing acts of righteousness.* 1 * 
In consequence of their observing unitedly the absolute 
ordinances of the scriptures without betaking themselves 
ever to the rites laid down in the alternative, they were 
never under the necessity of performing expiation .*}* 13 There 
is no expiation for men living in the observance of the ordi- 
nances laid down in the scriptures. The Cruti declares that 
expiation exists for only men that are weak and unable to 
follow the absolute and substantive provisions of the sacred 
law . 14 Many Brahmanas there were of this kind in days 
of old, devoted to the performance of sacrifices, of profound 
knowledge of the Vedas, possessed of purity and good con- 
duct, and endued with fame . 16 They always worshipped 
Brahma in the sacrifices, and were free from desire. Pos- 
sessed of learning they transcended all the bonds of life. 
The sacrifices of these men, their (knowledge of the) Vedas, 
their acts performed in obedience to the ordinances , 16 their 
study of the scriptures at the fixed hours, and the wishes 
they entertained, freed as they were from lust and wrath, 
observant as they were of pious conduct and acts notwith- 
standing all difficulties , 17 renowned as they were for perform- 
ing the duties of their own order and mode of life, purified 
as their souls were in consequence of their very nature, 
characterised as they were by thorough sincerity, devoted as 


lined as ‘miyante vishayk any& 5 »\ e the understand- 
b by guile in the practice of righteousness maybe 
7s. Individual grains of barley may be given away 
r one unable to obtain clothes for gift. But one giv- 
ins when perfectly able to give away cloths would 
~T. . 

frequently lay down ordinances in the alternative, 
stan ti ve provisions are for the able. Those in the 
aem that are unable,— T, 


al te 



* What is meant by the sacrifices, &e., of such men being identical 
with Infinite Brahma is that these men were identical with Brahma and 
whatever they did was B rahma. They had no consciousness of self, or 
they did nothing for self. They were the Soul of the universe.— T, 

t What is said here in effect is that at first there was only one- 
course of duties, called ‘sadachara’ or good conduct, for all men. In pro- 
gress of time men became unable to obey all its dictates in their entirety* 
It then became necessary to distribute those duties into four subdivisions 
corresponding with the four modes of life, — T. 
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they were to tranquillity, and mindful as they were of their 
own practices , 18 were identical with Infinite Brahma . Even 
this is the eternal Oruti heard by us.* The penances of men 
that were so high-souled, of men whose conduct and acts were 
so difficult of observance and accomplishment , 19 of men whose 
wishes were crowned with fruition in consequence of the 
strict discharge of their duties, became efficacious weapons 
for the destruction of all earthly desires. The Brahman as say 
that that Good Conduct, which is wonderful, whose origin may 
be traced to very ancient times, which is eternal and whose 
characteristics are unchangeable, which differs from the 
practices to which even the good resort in seasons of distress 
and represents their acts in other situations, which is identical 
with heedfulness, over which lust and wrath and other evil 
passions can never prevail, and in consequence of which there 
was (at one time) no transgression in all mankind, subse- 
quently came to be distributed into four subdivisions, corres- 
ponding with the four modes of life, by persons unable to 
practise its duties in minute detail and entirety ,f 20 ~ 22 They 
that are good, by duly observing that course of Good Conduct 
after adoption of the Sanyasa mode of life, attain to the high- 
est end. They also that betake themselves to the forest 
mode reach the same high end (by duly observing that 
conduct ). 28 They too that observe the domestic mode of life 
attain to the highest end (by duly practising the same con- 
duct) ; and lastly, those that lead the Brahraacharyya mode 
obtain the same (end by a due observance of the same con- 
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Those BiTihmatias are seen to shine in the firmament 
_- ;3 shedding beneficent rays of light all around. 24 
riads of Brahmanas have become stars and constel- 
:s. In consequence of content- 
,11 attained to Infinity as 
If such men have to come hack to the 
•h the wombs of living creatures, they are never 
which have the unexhausted residue of previ- 

Indeed, one who has 
and waited dutifully upon 
•ed at settled conclusions (in 
if "the soul), and who has devoted himself to Yoga 
thus is truly a Brahmana. Who else would deserve to 
be called a Brahmana F When acts alone determine 
who is a Brahmana and who is not, acts (good or bad) must 
be held to indicate the happiness or misery of a person. 
As regards those that have by conquering all evil passions 
acquired purity of heart, we have heard the eternal Cruti 
that, in consequence of the Infinity to which they attain 
(through beholding the universal soul) and of the knowledge 
of Brahma (they acquire through the declarations oi Gratis), 
they behold everything to be Brahma. The duties (of tran- 
quillity, self-restraint, abstention from acts, renunciation, 
devotion, and the abstraction of Samadhi) followed by those 
men of pure hearts, that are freed from desire, and that have 
Emancipation only for their object, for acquisition of the 
knowledge of Brahma, are equally laid down for all the four 
orders of men and all the four modes of life. Yenly, that 
n-rtri rfcx is »./*** m r a rl BrsABi&BSiS of pure heaits 


4 act.)* Those Brahmans at; 
as luminaries shedding benefit 

Those myi 

lations set in their fixed tract 
*nent (or Renunciation) they have a 
the Yedas declare. 2 '’ 

■world througL 
stained by sins 
ous acts for their originating cause, 
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and restrained souL ^ 29 " 30 One whose soul is for Renunciation 
based upon contentment is regarded as the refuge of true know- 
ledge. Renunciation, in which is that knowledge which leads 
to Emancipation, and which is highly necessary for a Brahma- 
na, is eternal (and comes down from preceptor to pupil forever 
and ever)/f 31 Renunciation sometimes exists mixed with the 
duties of other modes. But whether existing in that state or by 
itself, one practises it according to the measure one's strength 
(that depends upon the degree of one's absence of worldly 
desires). Renunciation is the cause of supreme benefit unto 
every kind of person. Only he that is weak, fails to practise 
it. That pure-hearted man who seeks to attain to Brahma 
becomes rescued from the world (with its misery ).:^ 2 


% It is impossible for any one to read the Bard wan version of 
such Y erses without pitying the Pundit responsible of its accuracy. 
Without understanding the Commentary in the least, the words of 
the great Commentator have been reproduced in the Burdwan version 
in a strange order, rejecting some of the connecting links without 
any excuse, and making the collocation utterly unintelligible K« 
P. Singha gives the substance very briefly without endeavouring to 
translate the words. And yet the Verse presnts almost no difficulty. 
The last line of 20 and the first line of 30 make one sentence, ‘Cha* 
turthopanishaddharraah 3 is explained by the Commentator as implying 
4 parmatma-vishayini vidyfi, tadartham dharmah 7 . There are four states 
of consciousness : 1st, wakefulness ; 2nd, dream ; 3rd, dreamless slum- 
ber (sushupti) ; and 4th, Turiy®, which is reached by samddhi (abstrac- 
tion of Yoga-meditation), and in which Brahma becomes realisable, . 
What is said in these two lines is simply this : the duties (dharmah) 3 
relating to the ‘Chaturthopanishat 3 or, the Knowledge of Paramatman f 
are ‘sadharanah 7 or common to all the four orders of men and modes of 
life. Those duties, of course, arecama, dama, uparama, tifciksha, §rad- 
dha, samadhi. What is said in the last line of 30 is that Brahmanas 
of pure hearts and restrained souls always succeed (by the help of 
those duties) in acquiring or attaining to that Twriy a or consciousness 
of Brahma*— T. - " V '■ ^ W ^ \v. 

t e Apavargam at i J is explained by the Commentator as ‘apavarga- 
prada vidya or Brahmasakshatkararupa vrittiryasminiti 7 . ‘ISTityah 3 is 
‘avagyakak 3 . ‘Yatidharmah 3 is a life of Renunciation. What is meant 
by ‘sanatanah' is ‘samprad&yagatah 5 .— T. 

t ‘Sadharana 5 is opposed to ‘kevalaV ‘Yathavaiam 5 implies c yath&« 
vairagyam • t Oachcchatam Gachcchat&m 3 means fi purushamaferasya<» 
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“ ‘Syumaraqmi said, — Amongst those that are given up 
to enjoyment (of property), they that make gifts, they that 
perform scrifices, they that devote themselves to the study of 
the Yedas, and they that betake themselves to a life of Re- 
nunciation after having acquired and enjoyed wealth and all 
its pleasures/' 3 when they depart from this world, who is it 
that attains to the foremost place in heaven ? I ask thee 
this, 0 Brahmana ! Do thou tell me truly P — 

M ‘Kapila said, — Those who lead a life of domesticity are 
"certainly auspicious and acquire excellence of every kind. 
They are unable, however, to enjoy the felicity that attaches 
to Renunciation. Even thou mayst see this !* s5 

“ ‘Syumaragmi said, — Ye depend upon knowledge as the 
means (for the attainment of Emancipation). Those who lead 
lives of domesticity have planted their faith in acts. It has, 
however, been said that the end of all modes of life is Eman- 
cipation.f 3 * No difference, therefore, is observable between 
them in respect of either their superiority or inferiority of 
puissance. O illustrious one, do thou tell me then how 
stands the matter truly F — • 

“ ‘Kapila said, — Acts only cleanse the body. Knowledge, 
however, is the highest end (for which one strives).! When 
all faults of the heart are cured (by acts), and when the 
felicity of Brahma becomes established in knowledge/ 8 bene- 
volence, forgiveness, tranquillity, compassion, truthfulness, 
and candour, abstention from injury, absence of pride, modes- 
ty, renunciation, and abstention from work are attained/® 
These constitute the path that lead to Brahma . By those one 


vanigvyadhadeh > . The Burdwan translator misses the sense altogether 
and K. P. Singha quietly passes over the entire second line of this 
triplet. ‘Durvala 5 means he who is wanting in £ vair&gya 5 . — T. 

* The Commentator explains that the object of this verse is t© show 
that even if there he equality in respect of the end that is attained 
in next life, there is more of real felicity in a life of Renunciation 
than in a life of enjoyment. The Burdwan translator misses the sense 
entirely. — T, 

t The Burdwan translator gives a very erroneous version of this 
averse. — T. 

f* %• IW by Knowledge Emancipates is obtained*— T* 
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attains to what is the Highest. That the cure of all faults 
of the heart is the result of acts becomes intelligible to the 
wise man when these are attained . 40 That, indeed, is regard* 
ed as the highest end which is obtained by Brahmanas en- 
dued with wisdom, withdrawn from all acts, possessed of purity 
and the certitude of knowledge . 41 One who succeeds in acquir- 
ing a knowledge of the Vedas, of that which is taught by 
the Vedas (viz., Brahma as represented in acts), and the 
minutiae of acts, is said to be conversant with the Vedas. 
Any other man is only a bag of wind .* 42 One who is con- 
versant with the Vedas knows everything, for everything is 
established on the Vedas. Verily, the present, past, and future 
all exist in the Vedas.f 43 This one conclusion is deducible 
from all the scriptures, viz., that this universe exists and 
does not exist. To the man of knowledge this (all that is 
perceived) is both sat and a sat. To him, this all is both the 
end and the middled 44 This truth rests upon all the Vedas, 
viz., that when complete Renunciation takes place one obtains 
what is sufficient. Then again the highest contentment follows 
and rests upon Emancipation, $ 4 * which is absolute, which 

* ‘Vatarechaka’ is Vastra* or a bellows. What is implied is, per- 
haps, that such a man breathes or lives in vain.— T. 

t f N&sti J is explained by the Commentator as the past and the 
future. ‘Nishtha’ is ‘swarnpamh Literally, what is said is that every- 
thing is the Vedas, or the Vedas are everything. This is, perhaps, only 
ah exaggerated mode of saying that the Vedas deal with every- 
thing. — T. 

X The sense seems to be that while they that are ignorant regard 
the universe to be as existent and durable as the thunder or adamant, 
the man of knowledge regards it to be truly non-existent though it 
puts forth the appearance of existence. — T. 

$ I have endeavoured to give a literal version of Verse 45. It is 
difficult, however, to seize the meaning from such versions. The word 
used in the first line is ‘TySga 5 , implying Renunciation. The Commen- 
tator correctly explains that this is that complete Renunciation which 
takes place in ‘Samadhi’ or the perfect abstraction of Yoga. ‘SamSp- 
tam* is ‘samyak &ptam (bhavati)h This ‘samyak* is Brahma. Similar- 
ly, ‘santosha 5 is not ordinary contentment but £ Brahmananda 3 or the 
Supreme felicity of one who has attained to Brahma* The meaning 
then is this; in the complete abstraction of Yoga (f, Sam|dhi) is 
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exists as the soul of all mortal and immortal things, which 
Is well-known as such universal soul, which is the highest 
object of knowledge as being identical with all mobile and im- 
mobile things, which is full, which is perfect felicity, which 
is without duality, which Is the foremost of all things, which 
Is Brahma , which is Unmanifest and the cause also whence 
the Unmanifest has sprung, and which Is without deteriora- 
tion of any kind,* 40 Ability to subdue the senses, forgiveness, 
and abstention from work in consequence of the absence of 
desire, — these three are the cause of perfect felicity. With 
the aid of these three qualities, men having understanding 
for their eyes succeed in reaching that Brahma which is in- 
create, which is the prime cause of the universe, which Is 
unchangeable, and which is beyond destruction, I bow to that 
Brahma , which is Identical with him that knows it If — ’ ” 47 


Section OCLXXI 


“Yudhishthira said, — ‘The Vedas, 0 Bharata, discourse of 
Religion, Profit, and Pleasure. Tell me, however, 0 grand- 
sire, the attainment of which (amongst these three) is regard- 
ed as superior ! ?l 


Brahma . This all the Tedas teach. In Emancipation again is the 
Supreme felicity of Brahma . ‘ApavargalP is not annihilation hut 
Emancipation, which is existence in Brahma without the dual consci- 
ousness of knower and known. — T. 

* I have followed the Commentator in his exposition of almost all 
the adjectives in the text. — T. 

t The grammatical construction of this verse is very difficult to 
catch. There can be no doubt that the Commentator is right. ‘Tejah, 
kshama, gantih,’ — these three are e an&mayam gubham*, i. *nirduh- 
khasya sukhasya pr&ptau hetuh.’ ®Tatha 5 separates these from what 
follows. ‘Abidham’, ‘Vyoma*, ‘Sanatanam’, and ‘dhruvam 5 are governed 
by ‘gamy ate*. ‘Etaih sarvaih 5 refers to £ Tejah J and the two others. 
| ‘Abidham* is explained as ‘akittrimam ;* ‘vyoma’ as ‘jagatkarauam*. 
The Burd wan translator gives a correct version, although his punctua- 
tion is incorrect. He errs, however, in not taking ‘anamayam gubham* 
as one and the same. K. P. Sing ha errs in connecting ‘an&mayam 1 
y . 1 with what follows ‘fcath&’.—T. 
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“Bhishma said, — f I shall, in this connection, recite to thee 

§ 

the ancient narrative of the benefit that Kundadhara in days 
of old had conferred upon one who was devoted to him. 2 Once 
on a time a Brahmana destitute of wealth sought to acquire 
virtue, induced by the desire of fruit. He continually set 
fais heart upon wealth for employing it in the celebration of 
sacrifices. For achieving his purpose he set himself to the 
practice of the austerest penances. 3 Resolved to accomplish 
his purpose, he began to worship the deities with great devo- 
tion. But he failed to obtain wealth by such worship of the 
deities. 4 He thereupon began to reflect, saying unto him- 
self, — What is that deity, hitherto unadored by men, who 
may be favorably disposed towards me without delay ?* — While 
reflecting in this strain with a cool mind, he beheld stationed 
before him that retainer of the deities, viz., the Cloud called 
Kundadhara. 6 As soon as he beheld that mighty-armed 
being, the Brahmana’s feelings of devotion were excited, and 
he said unto himself, — This one will surely bestow prosperity 
upon me 1 Indeed, his form indicates as much l 7 He lives 
in close proximity to the deities. He has not as yet been 
adored by other men. He will verily give me abundant 
wealth without any delay! 8 — The Brahmana Jhen, having 
concluded thus, worshipped that Cloud with dhwpas and 
perfumes and garlands of flowers of the most superior kind, 
and with diverse kinds of offerings. 9 Thus worshipped, the 
Cloud became very soon pleased with his worshipper, and 
uttered these words fraught with benefit to that Brahmana : L,) 
— The wise have ordained expiation for one guilty of Brah- 
manicide, or of drinking alcohol, or of stealing, or of neglect- 
ing all meritorious vows. There is no expiation, however, 
for one that is ungrateful.* 11 Expectation hath a child 
named Iniquity. Wrath, again, is regarded to be a child of 
Envy. Cupidity is the child of Deceit. Ingratitude, how- 
ever, is barren (and hath no offspring). 12 — After this, that 
Brahmana, stretched on a bed of grass, and penetrated 

* ‘Kishkriti* is literally escape. There is escape for those referred 
to ; of course, the escape is to be sought by expiation. There is none 
for an ingrate, for ingratitude is inexpiable*'— I* 
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with the energy of Kundadhara, beheld all living beings in 
a dream. ia Indeed, in consequence of his absence of passion, 
penances, and devotion, that Brahman a of cleansed soul and 
standing aloof from all (carnal) enjoyments beheld in the 
night that effect of his devotion to Kundadhara/ 4 Indeed, 
0 Yudhishthira, he beheld the high-souled Manibhadra of 
great effulgence stationed in the midst of the deities, em- 
ployed in giving his orders/ 5 There the gods seemed to 
be engaged in bestowing kingdoms and riches upon men, 
induced by their good deeds, and in taking them away 
when men fell off from goodness.* 16 Then, 0 bull of Bha- 
rata’s race, Kundadhara of great effulgence, bending him- 
self low, prostrated himself on the ground before the gods 
in the presence of all the Yakshas / 7 At the command of 
the gods the high-souled Manibhadra addressed the pros- 
trate Kundadhara and said, — What does Kundadhara want ? IS 
— Thereupon Kundadhara replied, — If, indeed, the gods are 
pleased with me, there, that Brahmana reverences me great- 
ly ! I pray for some favor being shown to him, something, 
that is, that may bring him happiness ! iS — Hearing this, Maui- 
bhadra, commanded by the gods, once more said unto 
Kundadhara of great intelligence these words/ 0 — Rise, Rise 
up, 0 Kundadhara 1 Thy suit is successful ! Be thou happy ! 
If this Brahmana be desirous of wealth, let wealth be given 
to him/ 1 that is, as much wealth as this thy friend desires 1 
At the command of the gods I shall give him untold wealth l 23 
- — Kundadhara then, reflecting upon the fleeting and unreal 
character of the status of humanity, set his heart, 0 Yudhish- 
thira, upon inclining the Brahmana to penances. 28 Indeed, 
Kundadhara said, — I do not, 0 giver of wealth, beg for 
wealth on behalf of this Brahmana. I desire the bestowal 
of another favor upon him ! 24 I do not solicit for this devotee 
of mine mountains of pea.rls and gems or even the whole 
Earth with all her riches ! I desire, however, that he should 
be virtuous ! 25 Let his heart find pleasure in virtue! Let 
him have virtue for her stay ! Let virtue be the foremost of 


Aohbheshu’ is explained as ‘agubhesku karmashu upastliifce* 
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all objects with him ! Even this is the favor that meets with 
my approval i 35 — Manibhadra said, —The fruits of virtue are 
always sovereignty and happiness of diverse kinds, Let this 
one enjoy those fruits, always freed from physical pain of 
every kind l 37 — 

“ ‘Bhishma continued, — 'Thus addressed, Kundadhara, 
however, of great celebrity, repeatedly solicited virtue alone 
for that Brahmana. The gods were highly pleased at it. 38 
Then Manibhadra said,— The gods are all pleased with thee 
as also with this Brahmana. This one shall become a virtu- 
ous-souled person. He shall devote his mind to virtue l 20 — ■ 
The Cloud, Kundadhara, became delighted, 0 Yudhishthira, 
at thus having been successful in obtaining his wish. The 
bxm that he had got was one that was unattainable by any- 
body else. 50 The Brahmana then beheld scattered around him 
many delicate fabrics of cloth. Without minding them at' 
ail (although so costly), the Brahmana came to disrelish the 
world. 81 

■“ 'The Brahmana said, — When this one doth not set any 
value upon good deeds, who else will ? I had better go to 
the woods for leading a life of righteousness.* — ’ 32 

“Bhishma continued,— 'Cherishing a distaste for the world, 
and through the grace also of the gods, that foremost of 
Brahmauas entered the woods and commenced to undergo the 
austerest of penances. 53 Subsisting upon such fruits and 
roots as remained after serving the deities and guests, the 
mind of that regenerate person, 0 monarch, was firmly set 
upon virtue. 54 Gradually, the Brahmana, renouncing fruits 
and roots, betook himself to leaves of trees as his food. Then 
renouncing leaves, he took to water only as his subsistence. 53 


* The Brahmana evidently refers to the indifference of Kunda-* 
dhara towards him. He had thought that Kundadhara would, in re- 
turn for his adorations, grant him wealth. Disappointed in this, he 
says, when Kundadhara does not mind my adorations, who else will % 
I had, therefore, better give up all desire for wealth and retire into 
the woods. The passage, however, seems to be inconsistent with the 
Brahmana’s indifference to the fine fabrics of cloth lying around 
him. — T* 
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After that lie passed many years by subsisting upon air alone. 
All the while, however, his strength did not diminish. This 
seemed exceedingly marvellous/® Devoted to virtue and 
engaged in the practice of the severest austerities, after a long 
time he acquired spiritual vision. 37 He then reflected, saying 
unto himself,— If, being gratified with anybody I give him 
wealth, my speech would never be untrue.* 38 — With a faee 
lighted up by smiles, he once more began to undergo severer 
austerities/ 9 And once more, having won (higher) success, he 
thought that he could, by a fiat of the will, then create the 
very highest objects. — If, gratified with any person whatsoever 
I give him even sovereignty, he will immediately become a 
king, for my words will never be untrue ! 40 — While he was 
thinking in this way, Kundadhara, induced by his friendship 
for the Brahmana and no less by the ascetic success which 
the Brahmana had achieved, showed himself, O Bharata, 
(unto his friend and devotee). 41 Meeting with him the Brah- 
mana offered him worship according to the observances or- 
dained. The Brahmana, however, felt some surprise, 0 
king. 42 Then Kundadhara addressed the Brahmana, saying, 
*—Thou hast now got an excellent and spiritual eye ! Behold 
with this vision of thine the end that is attained by kings,, 
and survey all the worlds besides I 43 — The Brahmana then, 
with his spiritual vision, beheld from a distance thousands 
of kings sunk in hell/ 4 

“ ‘Kundadhara said, — After having worshipped me with 
devotion thou hadst got sorrow for thy share, what then 
would have been the good done to thee by me, and what the 
value of my favour ? 45 Look, look, for what end do men 
desire the gratification of carnal enjoyments ! The door of 
heaven is closed un to men ! 4G — 3 

"Bhishma continued, — -‘The Brahmana then beheld many 
men living in this world, embracing lust, and wrath, and 

* Persons who have •won ascetic success utter a wish and it is im- 
mediately fulfilled. ‘I give thee this , 3 and forthwith what is given in 
words appears bodily, ready to be taken and appropriated. The words 
of such persons do not follow their meanings, but meanings follow 
their words,— T, 
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cupidity, and fear, and pride, and sleep, and procrastination,, 
and inactivity , 47 

“ ‘Kundadhara said, — With these (vices) all human beings 
are enchained. The gods are afraid of men. These vices, 
at the command of the gods, mar and disconcert on every 
side,* 4s No man can become virtuous unless permitted by 
the gods. (In consequence of their permission) thou hast be- 
come competent to give away kingdoms and wealth through 
thy penances !— ’ 48 

‘‘Bhlshma continued, — ‘Thus addressed, the righteous- 
sealed Brahmans, bending his head unto that Cloud, pros- 
trated himself on the ground, and said, — Thou hast, Indeed, 
done me a great favour ! 60 Unconscious of the great affection 
shown by thee towards me, I hadst, through the Influence of 
desire and cupidity, failed to display good will towards 
thee ! fix — Then Kundadhara said unto that foremost of regener- 
ate persons,— I have forgiven thee ! — and having embraced 
him with his arms disappeared there and then . 62 The Brah- 
mana then roamed through all the worlds, having attained 
to ascetic success through the grace of Kundadhara . 63 Through 
the puissance gained from virtue and penances, one acquires 
competence to sail through the skies and to fructify all one's 
wishes and purposes, and finally attain to the highest end , 64 
The gods and Brahman as and Yakshas and all good men 
and Charanas always adore those that are virtuous but never 
those that are rich or given up to the Indulgence of their 
desires , 65 The gods are truly propitious to thee since thy 
mind Is devoted to virtue. In wealth there may be a very 
little happiness but In virtue the measure of happiness Is 
very great/ ” M 


* The Burdwan translator makes nonsense of this Verse. He for- 
gets his grammar so completely as to take ‘etaih’ as qualifying ‘lo- 
kah’.— T. 
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Section CCLXXIL 


“Yudhlshthira said, — 'Amongst the diverse kinds of sacri- 
fices, all of which, of course, are regarded to have but one 
object (viz., the cleansing of the%heart or the glory of God), 
tell me, O grandsire, what that sacrifice is which has been 
ordained for only the sake (or acquisition) of virtue and not 
for the acquisition of either heaven or wealth 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection I shall relate to thee 
the history, formerly recited by Narada, of a Brahman a who 
for performing sacrifices, lived according to the unccha mode . 2 

“Narada said,— In one of the foremost of kingdoms that 
was distinguished again for virtue, there lived a Brahman a. 
Devoted to penances and living according to the unccha 
mode, that Brahman a was earnestly engaged in adoring 
Vishnu in saerifices.f 3 He had Cyamaka for his food, 
as also Suryaparni and Suvarchala and other kinds of 
potherbs that were bitter and disagreeable to the taste. In 
consequence, however, of his penances, all these tasted 
sweety 4 Abstaining from injuring any creature, and lead- 


* The Verse is not difficult ; the Commentator, again, is very clear. 
The Bur d wan translator, however, while citing the very words of the 
commentary, totally misunderstands them and makes utter nonsense of 
them. ‘Ekarthanam 5 is explained as c Ekam chittaguddhih I§warapritirva 
tadarthanam madhyeV The question asked is c dharmartham yo yajnah 
samahitah (viniyuktah) tadeva vruhi’ and not that ‘Yajaa 3 which 
%ukffiarthartham (bhavati). 3 — T. 

t One that subsists upon grains of corn picked up from the fields 
after the reapers have abandoned them is called a person leading the 
unccha mode of life. The Burdwan translator commits the ridiculous 
error of taking ‘uncchavrittih* as the name of the Brahmana. The 
Commentator supposes that ‘Yajna 3 here implies ‘Vishnu 3 , as expound- 
ed in the Crutis. — T. 

X ‘Cyamaka 3 is a variety of pady called Panicmi frumentacewm . 
‘'Suryaparni 3 is otherwise called ‘Mashaparni 3 {Ayurvedtirtha chandrika). 
It, is identified with Tiramus labialis, syn — Glycine dehlis . ‘Suvarchala* 
Isa name applied to various plants. Here, very probably, ‘Brahmi- 
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ing the life of a forest recluse, he attained to ascetic success. 
With roots and fruits, 0 scorcher of foes, he used to adore 
Vishnu in sacrifices that were intended to confer heaven upon 
him.* 5 The Brahmana, whose name was Satya, had a wife 
named Pushkaradharmi. She was pure-minded, and had 
emaciated herself by the observance of many austere vows. 
(Herself having been of a benevolent disposition, and her 
husband being thus addicted to sacrifices that were cruel), 
she did not approve of the conduct of her lord. Summoned, 
however, to take her seat by his side as his spouse (for the 
performance of a sacrifice), 6 she feared to incur his curse and, 
therefore, comported herself with his conduct. The garments 
that invested her body consisted of the (cast off) plumes of 
peacocks. 7 Although unwilling, she still performed that sacri- 
fice at the command of her lord who had become its Hotri m 
In that forest, near to the Brahmana’s asylum, lived a neigh- 
bour of his, viz., the virtuous Parnada of Cukra’s race, hav- 
ing assumed the form of a deer. He addressed that Brah- 
mana, whose name was Satya, in articulate speech and said 
unto him these words : — Thou wouldst be acting very im- 
properly,' f s ~ 9 if this sacrifice of thine were accomplished in 
such a manner as to be defective in mantras and other parti- 
culars of ritual ! I, therefore, ask thee to slay and cut me in- 
to pieces for making libations therewith on thy sacrificial fire ! 
Do this and becoming blameless ascend to heaven ! i0 — Then 
the presiding goddess of the solar disc, viz., Savittri, came 
to that sacrifice in her own embodied form and insisted upon 


* A 0*j he never slaughtered living animals for offering them in 
sacrifices because of his inability to procure them. He, therefore, 
substituted vegetable products for those animals. His sacrifices, in- 
tended to take him to heaven, were really cruel in intention.— T. 

t Following the Bombay text, I read the last line of 8 as “Cukrasya 
punarajatih ParnMonamadharmavit,” or “Cukrasya punarajnabhih 
‘ajatih’ is a ‘descendant’. If c ajnabhih 5 be taken as the reading 
it would mean ‘at the repeated commands of Oukrah The Bengal 
reading ‘apadhyanat adharmavit’ seems to be vicious. Both the ver- 
nacular versions are incorrect ; K. P. Singha supplying something of 
Ms own will for making sense of what he writes, and the Burdwan 
translator writing nonsense as usual, — T* 
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that Brahmana In doing what lie was desired by that deer to 
do. Unto that goddess, however, who thus Insisted, the Brah- 
man a replied, saying, — *1 shall not slay this deer who lives 
with me in this same neighbourhood !* u — Thus addressed by 
the Brahman a, the goddess Savittri desisted and entered the 
sacrificial fire from desire of surveying the nether world, and 
wishing to avoid the sight of (other) defects In that sacri- 
fice.f 12 The deer then, with joined hands, once more begged 
of Satya (to be cut into pieces and poured into the sacrificial 
fire). Satya, however, embraced him in friendship and dis- 
missed him, saying, — Go !J 1? — At this, the deer seemed to 
leave that place. But after he had gone eight steps he re- 
turned, and said, — Verily, do thou slay me ! Truly do I 
say, slain by thee I am sure to attain to a righteous end ! 14t 
I give thee (spiritual) vision. Behold the celestial Apsaras 
and the beautiful vehicles of the high-souled Gandharvas ! L6 — 
Beholding (that sight) for a protracted space of time, with 
longing eyes, and seeing the deer (solicitous of sacrifice), and 
thinking that residence in heaven is attainable by only slaught- 
er, he approved (of the counsels the deer had given). 15 
It was Dharma himself who had become a deer that lived in. 
those woods for many years. (Seeing the Brahman a tempt- 
ed by the prospect he beheld), Dharma provided for his sal- 
vation and counselled him, saying, — This (viz., slaughter of 
living creatures) is not conformable to the ordinances about 
Sacrifice.S 17 — The penances* which had been of very large 


* P. Singha wrongly translates this verse ; for once, the Bur- 
dwan translator is correct. — T. 

f Both the vernacular versions of this Verse were incorrect. The 
Commentator explains that the grammar Is c ras£talam didrikshub sa 
Yajnap&vakam pravishta.’ Yajne dugcharitam kinnu, ‘samipavarti 
mudo janah’ i. e «, fearing to see many other defects in the sacrifice 
which was being celebrated by an ignorant person. — T* 

t ^ Vaddhanjalim , is an abverb, qualifying ‘ayachata*. The Burd- 
■wan translator wrongly takes it as an adjective of ‘Satyam’.— *T. 

9 In Verse 8, it is said that it was a descendant of Cukra, viz. 3 the 
virtuous Parnada, who had become a deer and lived in those woods as 
the Brahmana’ s neighbour. Here it is said that it was the deity Dhar* 
ma who had become so* The two statements may be reconciled sup- 
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measure, of that Brahmana whose mind had entertained the 
desire of slaying the deer, diminished greatly in consequence 
of that thought itself. The injuring of living creatures, 
therefore, forms no part of sacrifice,* 18 Then the illustrious 
Dharma, (having assumed his real form), himself assisted that 
Brahmana, by discharging the priestly office, to perform a 
sacrifice. The Brahmana, after this, In consequence of his 
(renewed) penances, attained to that state of mind which 
was his spouse’s.f 19 Abstention from injury is that religion 
which is complete in respect of its rewards. The religion, 
however, of cruelty is only thus far beneficial that it leads 
to heaven (which has a termination). I have spoken to thee of 
that religion of Truth which, indeed, Is the religion of those 
that are utterers of Brahma,!’ ” 20 


Section CCLXXIII. 


“Yudhishthira said,— By what means doth a man become 
sinful, by what doth he achieve virtue, by what doth he attain 
to renunciation, and by what doth he win Emancipation V 1 
“Bhishma said,— ‘Thou knovvest all duties. This question 
that thou askest is only for confirmation of thy conclusions. 
Listen now to Emancipation, and Renunciation, and Sin, and 
Virtue to their very roots ! 2 Perceiving any one of the five 
objects, (viz., form, taste, scent, sound, and touch), desire 
runs after it at first. Indeed, obtaining them within the 
purview of the senses, 0 chief of Rharata’s race, desire or 
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aversion springs up.* 3 One then, for the sake of that object, 
(i. e., for acquisition of what is liked and avoidance of what 
is disliked) strives and begins acts that involve much labour. 
One endeavours one’s best for repeatedly enjoying those forms 
and scents (and the three other objects of the remaining three 
senses) that appear very agreeable. 4 Gradually, attachment, 
and aversion, and greed, and errors of judgment arise. 6 The 
mind of one overwhelmed by greed and error and affected by 
attachment and aversion is never directed to virtue. One 
then begins with hypocrisy to do acts that are good. 6 Indeed, 
with hypocrisy one then seeks to acquire virtue, and with 
hypocrisy one likes to acquire wealth. When one succeeds, 0 
sou of Kurus race, in winning wealth with hypocrisy, 7 one 
set one’s heart to such acquisition wholly. It is then that 
one begins to do acts that are sinful, notwithstanding the 
admonitions of well-wishers and the wise, unto ail which he 
makes answers plausibly consistent with reason and conform- 
able to the injunctions of the scriptures. 3 Born of attach- 
ment and error, his sins, of three kinds, rapidly increase, for 
he thinks sinfully, speaks sinfully, and acts sinfully.” When 
he fairly starts on the way of sin, they that are good mark 
his wickedness. They, however, that are of a disposition 
similar to that of the sinful man, enter into friendship with 
him.” He succeds not in winning happiness even here. 
Whence then would he succeed in winning happiness here- 
after? It is thus that one becomes sinful. Listen now to 
me as I speak to thee of one that is righteous. 11 Such a man 
inasmuch as lie seeks the good of others, succeeds in winning 
good for himself. By practising duties that are fraught with 
other people’s good, he attains at last to a highly agreeable 
end. 12 He who, aided by his wisdom, succeeds beforehand 
in beholding the faults above-adverted to, who is skilled in 
judging of what is happiness and what is sorrow and how 
each is brought about, and who waits with reverence upon 
those that are good, 13 makes progress in achieving virtue. 


• The Commentator explains the grammar as ‘panchanatn (madhye 
mi) artliam priipya, &c*’ — T. 
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both in consequence of his habit and such companionship 
of the good. The mind of such a person takes delight in 
virtue, and he lives on, making virtue his support. 14 If he 
sets his heart on the acquisition of wealth, he desires only 
such wealth as may be acquired in righteous ways. 15 In- 
deed, he waters the roots of only those things in which he 
sees merit. In this way doth one become righteous and ac- 
quires friends that are good. 15 In consequence of his acquisi- 
tion of friends, of wealth, and of children, he sports in 
happiness both here and hereafter. The mastery (in respect 
of enjoyment) that a living creature attains over sound, touch, 
taste, form, and scent, 0 Bharata, represents the fruit of 
virtue,* Remember this. Having obtained the fruit of 
virtue, 0 Yudhishthira, such a man does not give himself up 
to joy. 17 " 18 Without being contented with such (visible) fruits 
of virtue he betakes himself to Renunciation, led on by the 
eye of knowledge. When, having acquired the eye of know- 
ledge, he ceases to take pleasure in the gratification of 
desire, in taste and In scent, 19 when he does not allow his 
mind to run towards sound, touch and form, it is then that 
he succeeds in freeing himself from desire*!'. He does not, 
however, even then cast off virtue or righteous acts, 20 Be- 
holding then all the worlds to be liable to destruction, he 
strives to cast off virtue (with its rewards In the form of 
heaven and its happiness) and endeavours to attain to Eman-' 
cipation by the (well-known) means.* 21 Gradually abandoning 
all sinful acts he betakes himself to Renunciation, and be- 
coming rigbteous-souled succeeds at last in attaining to Eman- 
cipation. 22 I have now told thee, 0 son, of that about which 


* This is the mastery or puissance that is brought about by Yoga, 

so that the person succeeds, by fiats of the will, in creating whatever 
he desires. — T. . ' 

* The Burdwan translator gives a ridiculous version of this verse* 

He cites the Commentator’s words without understanding them 
aright.— T. ' 1 ■ 1 , - 

+ What he does is to abandon ‘sakamah dharmah* for betaking 
himself to ‘nishktoah dharraah 5 or the practice of duties without 
desire of fruit, for only such a course of conduct can lead to Emancipa- 
tion.— 
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thou hadsfc asked me, viz,, the topics of Sin, Righteousness, 
Renunciation, and Emancipation, 0 Rkarata ! 2S Thou shouldst, 
therefore, 0 Yudhishthira, adhere to virtue in all situations* 
Eternal is the success, 0 son of Kunti, of thee that adherest 


to righteousness Y ”* 24 


Section COLXXIY. 


w Yudhishthira said, — ‘Thou hast said, 0 grandsire, that 
Emancipation is to be won by means and not otherwise. I 
desire to hear duly what those means are ! x 

“Bhishma said, — c O thou of great wisdom, this enquiry 
that thou hast addressed to me and that is connected with a 
subtle topic, is really worthy of thee, since thou, 0 sinless one, 
always seekest to accomplish all thy objects by the applica- 
tion of means ! 2 That; state of mind which is present when 
one sets oneself to make an earthen jar for one's use, dis- 
appears after the jar has been completed. After the same 
manner, that cause which urges persons who regard virtue as 
the root of advancement and prosperity ceases to operate 
with them that seek to achieve Emancipation/}* 3 That 
path which leads to the Eastern Ocean is not the path 
by which one can go to the Western Ocean, There is only 
one path that leads to Emancipation. (It is not identical 
with any of those that lead to any other object of acquisi- 
tion), Listen to me as I discourse on it to thee in detail. 4 
One should, by practising forgiveness, exterminate wrath, 
and by abandoning all purposes, root out desire. By prac- 


* By ^dharma 1 here is meant ‘nishk&ma dharma’, for the fruits of 
Bahama dharma 5 are not eternal, heaven like all things else having an 
end. — T. , A v/" vA/v; ' : 

t What is said in this Verse is this : when a man wants an earth- 
en jar, he works for creating one. When he has got one, he no longer 
finds himself in the same state of mind, his want having been satis- 
fied. Similarly, with men desirous of heaven and earthly prosperity 
as the reward of virtue, the means is Pravirtti or acts. This or these 
cease to operate with those who having acquired such virtue set them- 
||lyes for the achievement of Emancipation, for with them the religion 
ptWkfitii is all-in-all.— T. 
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tislng the quality of Batwu* one should conquer sleep. 6 By 
heedfulness one should keep off fear, and by contemplation of 
the Soul one should conquer breath.f Desire, aversion, and 
lust, one should dispel by patience ; 6 error, ignorance, and 
doubt, by study of truth. By pursuit after knowledge one 
should avoid insouciance and inquiry after things of no in- 
terest4 7 By frugal and easily digestible fare one should drive 
off all disorders and diseases. By contentment one should 
dispel greed and stupefaction of judgment, and all worldly 
f. ? concerns should be avoided by a knowledge of the truth.$ 8 
By practising benevolence one should conquer iniquity, and 
by regard for all creatures one should acquire virtue. One 
should avoid expectation by the reflection that it is concern- 
: ed with the future ; and one should cast off wealth by aban- 

doning desire itself. 8 The man of intelligence should abandon 
I affection by recollecting that everything (here) is transitory. 

f He should subdue hunger by practising Yoga. By practis* 

I ing benevolence one should keep off all ideas of self-import- 
ance, and drive off all sorts of craving by adopting content- 
ment. 10 By exertion one should subdue procrastination, 
and by certainty all kinds of doubt, by taciturnity loquaci- 
ousness, and by courage every kind of fear.1T 11 Speech and 

— T-,-- - -- — - . - - 

* L <?., by abandoning all kinds of idleness, as explained by the 
Commentator. — T. 

t L e., by Yoga-meditation one should regulate and finally suspend 
one’s breath. The Yogin can suspend all physical functions and yet 
live on from age to age.— T. 

{ £ Nidra 3 here is explained as ‘ananusandhana 7 or the absence of 
inquisitiveness or curiosity. By £ pratibha’ is meant inquiry after 
improper things or things that are of no interest. — T. 

$ The truth is that the world is unreal and has an end. — T. 

If Hanger is to be subdued by Yoga, i. <?., by regulating the wind 
within the body. Doubt is to be dispelled by certainty ; this implied 
that certain knowledge should be sought for by driving off doubt. The 
Commentator thinks that this means that all sceptical conclusions 
should be dispelled by faith in the scriptures. By £ fear/ in this Verse* 
is meant the source of fear, or the world. That is to be conquered by 
the conquest of the six, u e, % desire, wrath, covetousness, error, pride, 
and envy,— X. 




xnrna are to be subdued by the Understanding, and the 
Understanding, in its turn, is to be kept under control by 
the eye of knowledge. Knowledge, again, is to be controll- 
ed by acquaintance with the Soul, and finally the Soul is to 
be controlled by the Soul .* 12 This last is attainable by 
those that are of pure acts and endued with tranquillity of 
soul,f the means being the subjugation of those five impedi- 
ments of Yoga of which the learned speak . 13 By casting off 
desire and wrath and covetousness and fear and sleep, one 
should, restraining speech, practise the observances that are 
favorable to Yoga , 14 viz., contemplation, study, gift, truth, 
modesty, candour, forgiveness, purity of heart, purity in res- 
pect of food, and the subjugation of the senses . 15 By these 
one s energy is increased, sins are dispelled, wishes crowned 
with fruition, and knowledge (of diverse kinds) gained . 13 
When one becomes cleansed of one’s sins and possessed of 
energy and frugal of fare and the master of one’s senses, one 
then, having conquered both desire and wrath, seeks to 
attain to Brahma . 17 The avoidance of ignorance (by listen- 
ing to and studying the scriptures), the absence of attach- 
ment (in consequence of Renunciation), freedom from desire 
jmicI wrath (by adoption of contentment and forgiveness) 
le puissance that is won by Yoga, the absence of pride and 
g mess, ireedom irom anxiety (by subjugation of every 
in o ear), absence of attachment to anything like home 
ana lamily, —these constitute the path of Emancipation, 
That path is delightful, stainless, and pure. Similarly, the. 
res raining oi speech, of body, and of mind, when practised 
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from the absence of desire, constitutes also the path ot Eman- 
cipation/ 


Section CCLXXV, 


e, Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection is cited the old narra- 
tive of the discourse that took place between Narada and 
Asita-Devala, 1 Once on a time Narada, beholding that fore- 
most of intelligent men, viz., Devala of venerable years, 
seated at his ease, questioned him about the origin and the 
destruction of all creatures. 2 

“ ‘Narada said, — Whence, 0 Brahmana, hath this uni* 
verse, consisting of mobile and immobile objects, been creat- 
ed ? When again the all-embracing destruction comes, 
into whom doth it merge ? Let thy learned self discourse to 
me on this ! — 3 

“ ‘Asita said,— Those from which the Supreme Soul, when 
the time comes, moved by the desire of existence in mani- 
fold forms, creates all creatures, are said by persons conver- 
sant with objects to be the five great essences.^* (After this) 
Time, impelled by the Understanding, creates other objects 
from those (five primal essences)4 He that says that 


* Such restraint of speech, &c., or ‘niyamah’ is s yogah*. ‘Kamato- 
anyatha’ is ‘kama-vai parity enaV The sense, the Commentator adds, is 
that one should not desire ‘yoga-siddhi’, for then, as has been repeat- 
edly indicated in the previous Sections, the Yogin would fall into hell 
and succeed not in attaining to Emancipation, heaven itself being hell 
in comparison with the felicity of Emancipation. K. P. Sing ha quietly 
skips over the last line and the Burdwan translator offers a ridiculous- 
ly incorrect version. — T. 

t ‘Yebhyah’ means ‘the materials from which’. ‘Srijati’ has ‘Para- 
matrna’ for its nominative (understood). ‘Kale’ is the time of creation 
as selected by the Supreme Soul in his own wisdom. ‘Bhavaprachoditah* 
is ‘induced by the desire of becoming many, or led by the desire .of 
existence as many or in infinite diversity’, — T, 

t c Kala : here is, perhaps, the embodiment of the abstract idea of 
life or living creatures. Impelled by the Understanding, ‘K&la’ or Life 
sets itself to the creation of other creatures. These last also are equally 


the result of the same five primal essences,— T, 




430 


MAHABHARATA. 



mahabharata. [MoUiadkarma 

there is anything else besides these ( i , e., the five primal" 
essences, Kala, and the Understanding), says what is not 
trim 6 Know, 0 Narada, that these five are eternal, indes- 
tructible, and without beginning and without end. With- 
Kala as their sixth, these five primal essences are naturally 
possessed of mighty energy. 6 Water, Sj 
and Heat, — these are those five essences, 
there is nothing higher 
puissance or energy. 7 1 
these five) can be affirm; 


hese (in point of 
othing else (than 
iably to the Con- 
or arguments drawn from 
reason. If any one does assert the existence of anything 
else, then his assertion would verily be idle or vain. Know 
that these six enter into the production of all effects. That 
of which are all these (which thou perceivest) is called 
Asat.* a These five, and Kala (or Jiva), the potencies of 
past acts, and Ignorance, — these eight eternal essences are 
the causes of the birth and destruction of all creatures. f 9 
When creatures are destroyed jit is into these that they 
enter ; and when they take birth, it is again from them that 
they do so. Indeed, after destruction, a creature resolves 
itself into those five primal essences. 10 His- body is made 
of earth ; his ear has its origin in rpa nprf^Ms eye hath light 
for its cause ; his life (motion) is otwind ; and his blood is 


* The construction of the second line is this ; ‘et&n shad abhini- 
vrittan (sarvashu karyeshu anugatan) vefctha £ ; then ‘ete yasya raeayalx 
(karyani, tat asat) 5 . The sense of the last clause is that this all is the 
effect of those primal essences. This all, therefore, is of those essences. 
The latter are included in the word amt, or unreal, as distinguished 
from sat or real or substantial. The Soul is sat, everything else is 
mat*— 1 T. 

+ In previous Sections it has been explained how when the Chit, 
which has pure knowledge for its attribute, becomes invested with 
Ignorance, it begins to attract the primal essences towards itself in 
consequence of the potencies of past acts and take birth in various 
shapes. (The idea of past acts is due to the infinite cycles of creation 
and destruction, the very first creation being inconceivable.) The 
causes of creation are, therefore, the five primal essences, Jiva (or 
the protoxides of past acts, and Ignorance.— *T, 
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of water, without doubt , 11 The two eyes, the nose, the two 
ears, the skin, and the tongue (constituting the fifth), are 
the senses. These, the learned know, exist for perception 
of their respective objects .* 12 Vision, hearing, smelling, touch- 
ing, and tasting are the functions of the senses. The five 
senses, are concerned with five objects in five ways. Know, by 
the inference of reason, their similitude of attributes .*}* 13 Form, 
scent, taste, touch, and sound, are the five properties that 
are (respectively) apprehended by the five senses in five 
different ways . 14 These five properties, viz., form, scent, taste, 
touch, and sound, are not really apprehended by the senses 
(for these are inert), but it is the Soul that apprehends them 
through the senses . 15 That which is called Chitta is superior 
to the multitude of senses. Superior to Chitta is Manas. 
Superior to Manas is Buddhi, and superior to Buddhi is 
Kshettrajna . $ 16 At first a living creature perceives differ- 
ent objects through the senses. With Manas he reflects 
over them, and then with the aid of Buddhi he arrives at 
certitude of knowledge. Possessed of Buddhi, one arrives 
at certainty of conclusions in respect of objects perceived 
through the senses . 17 The five senses, Chitta, Mind, and 
Understanding (which is the eighth in the tale), — these 
are regarded as organs of knowledge by those conversant 

* .‘Jnanani' is c Jnana-karanani’, i. e., perceptions for causes of per* 
ception. — T. 

t The second line of 13 is very condensed. The meaning is this ;i 
the eye is the sense of vision. Vision or sight is its function. The 
objeet it, apprehends is form. The eye has light for its cause, and form 
is an attribute of light. Hence the eye seizes or apprehends form. 
By the inference of reason, there is similitude, in respect of attribute 
or property, between the eye, vision, and form. The Commentator 
explains this clearly. ^Drashtri-dar^ana-dri^yanam trayanamapi gunat- 
matyam upapannam’. This is indicated with a little variation in the 
next verse. K. P. Singha skips over the line. The Burdwan trans- 
lator gives an incorrect version. — T. 

t Manas is mind, Budkhi is understanding, and Kshettrajna is the 
Soul. What, however, is phitta is difficult to ascertain, unless it 
means vague or indefinite perception. In some systems of philosophy 
the Chitta is pla ced above the Understanding, ~-T* 
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Into those of dreams, and that of notions as they exist ia 
dreams into those of wakefulness, become directly apprehen- 
sible in that state of consciousness which is called dreamless 
slumber. That is eternal, and that is desirable .* 26 "* 7 There 
are five organs of knowledge, and five of action; with muscular 
power, mind, understanding, and Chitta, and with also the 
three attributes of Satwa , Rajas , and Tamas , the tale, it 
has been said, comes up to seventeen. The eighteenth in. 
the enumeration is he who owneth the body. Indeed, he 
who lives in this body is eternal 2 * All those seventeen (with 
Avidya or Ignorance making eighteen), dwelling in the 
body, exist attached to him who owns the body. When the 
owner disappears from the body, those eighteen (counting 
Avidya) cease to dwell together in the body . 29 Or, this 
body made up of the five (primal) essences is only a combina- 
tion (that must dissolve away). The eighteen attributes (in- 
cluding Avidya), with him that owneth the bod}?, and count- 
ing stomachic heat numbering twentieth in the tale, form that 
which is known as the Combination of the Five . 30 There is a 
Being called Mahat, which, with the aid of the wind (called! 
Prana), upholds this combination containing the twenty 
things that have been named, and in the matter of the des- 
truction of that body the wind (which is generally spoken 
of as the cause) is only the instrument in the hands of that 


* The first line of 27 is grammatically connected with the last line 
of 26. The second line of 27 is very abstruse The grammatical con- 
struction is this 'tayorbhavayorgamanam (sushuptau) pratyaksham 
fdrishtam) ; (tadeva) nityam, ipsitam (cha). J What is meant by this 
is that in ordinary men, the notions during wakefulness are not the 
notions they cherish during dreams : nor are their notions during 
dreams identifiable with those they entertain while wakeful. There 
is similarity but not identity. lu eternal Sushupti, however, which is 
Emancipation, the notions of wakefulness pass into those of dream 
and those of dream pass into those of wakefulness, u e., both (or, 
rather, the same, for there is then perfect identity between them) 
become directly apprehensible in Sushupti or Emancipation, Sushupti 
or Emancipation, therefore, is a state, in which there is neither the 
consciousness of wakefulness nor that of dream, but both run together, 
their deferences disappearing totally. — T, 
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* This is a triplet,— T, 


same Mahat / 1 Whatever creature Is born Is resolved once 
more Into the five constituent elements upon the exhaustion 
of his merits and demerits ; and urged again by the merits 
and demerits won In that life enters Into another body re- 
sulting from his acts ,* 32 His abodes always resulting from 
Avidya, desire, and acts, he migrates from body to body, 
abandoning one after another repeatedly, urged on by Time, 
like a person abandoning house after house In succession. 3 ® 
They that are wise, and endued with certainty of knowledge, 
do not give way to grief upon beholding this (migration). 
Only fchey that are foolish, erroneously supposing relationships 
{where relationship in reality there is none) indulge In grief 
at sight of such changes of abode . 84 This Jiva is no one's 
relation ; there is none again that may be said to belong to 
him. He is always alone, and he himself creates his own body 
^and his own happiness and misery, This Jiva is never born, 
nor doth he ever die. Freed from the bond of body, he suc- 
ceeds sometimes in attaining to the highest end. 3(? Deprived 
of body, because freed through the exhaustion of acts from 
bodies that are the results of merits and demerits, Jiva at last 
attains to Brahma * 7 For the exhaustion of both merits and 
demerits, Knowledge hath been ordained as the cause in the 
Sankhya school Upon the exhaustion of merit and demerit, 
when Jiva attains to the status of Brahma, f (they that 
are learned In the scriptures) behold (with the eye of the 
•scriptures) the attainment of Jiva to the highest end , — 1 


t t Brahmabhava , is explained as follows : when one succeeds in 
understanding Brahma, one is said to attain to Brahma, as the Gratis 
declare. The Commentator explains that ‘pagyanti’ is used with re- 
ference to those that are learned In the scriptures. They ‘behold’ the 
attainment of the highest end by Jiva not with their physical eyes but 
with the eye of the scriptures, for they that are themselves emancipated 
' ' ; , feanxtofe be said' to behold the emancipation of another. This is grave 

trifling for explaining the use of the word ‘pagyaati’,— <T. 
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Section CCLXXVL 

“Yudbisbfchira said, — -‘Cruel and sinful that we are, a!asr r 
we have slain brothers and sires and grandsons and kinsmen 
and friends and sons ! l How, 0 grandsire, shall we dispel 
this thirst for wealth t Alas, through that thirst we have* 
perpetrated many sinful deeds.* 2 

“Bhishma said,— ‘In this connection is cited the old nar- 
rative of what was said by the ruler of the Videhas unto the 
enquiring Mandavya. 3 The ruler of the Videhas said,— I 
have nothing (in this world), yet I live in great happiness. 
If the whole of Mithila (which is said to be my kingdom) 
burn in a conflagration nothing of mine will be burnt down,* 
Tangible possessions, how valuable soever, are a source of 
sorrow to men of knowledge ; while possessions of even little 
value fascinate the foolish.* 5 Whatever happiness exists here, 
derivable from the gratification of desire, and whatever 
heavenly happiness exists of high value, do not come up to 
even a sixteenth part} of the felicity that attends the total 
disappearance of desire. 8 As the horns of a cow grow with 
the growth of the cow itself, after the same manner the thirst 
for wealth increases with increasing acquisitions of wealth/ 
Whatever the object for which one feels an attachment, that 
object becomes a source of pain when it is lost. 8 One should 
not cherish desire. Attachment to desire leads to sorrow. 
When wealth has been acquired, one should apply it to 
purposes of virtue. One should even then give up desire.f® 


* The Commentator points out that possessions of value include even 
the region of Brahman. Men of knowledge, who seek Emancipation^ 
do not set any value on even the joys of the region of the Creator. — T. 

t The Commentator explains that one should not cherish the desire 
for wealth even for the sake of acquiring virtue therewith. 'When, 
however, wealth is obtained without efort, such wealth should be 
applied to the acquisition of virtue. One is also directed to give up 
the desire of acquiring wealth (by even innocent means)* the reason*' 
being that desire* when cherished, is sure to increase and get the better 
of one’s heart.— 1 T, 
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The man of knowledge always looks upon other creatures 
even as he looks upon himself. Having cleansed his soul 
and attained to success, he casts off everything here .* 10 
By casting off both truth and falsehood, grief and joy, the 
agreeable and disagreeable, fearlessness and fear, one attains 
to tranquillity, and becomes free from every anxiety , 11 That 
thirst (for earthly things) which is difficult of being cast off 
by men of foolish understanding, which wanes not with the 
wane of the body, and which is regarded as a fatal disease 
(by men of knowledge), one who succeeds in casting off is 
sure to find felicity , 12 The man of virtuous soul, by behold- 
ing his own behaviour that has become bright as the moon 
and free from evil of every kind, succeeds in happily attain- 
ing to great fame both here and hereafter ! 13 — Hearing these 
words of the king, the Brahman a became filled with joy, and 
applauding what he heard, Mandavya betook himself to the 
path of Emancipation.’ ” 14 


Section CCLXXVIL 

“Yudhishthira said, — 'Time, that is fraught with terror 
unto all creatures, is running his course. What is that 
source of good after which one should strive ? Tell me this, 
O grandsire !’ 1 

“Bhishma said, — Tn this connection is cited the old nar- 
rative of a discourse between a sire and son. Listen to it, 
O Yudhishthira ! 2 Once on a time, O son of Pritha, a re- 
generate person devoted to only the study of the Yedas had 
a very intelligent son who was known by the name of 
Medhavin.* Himself conversant with the religion of Eman- 
cipation, the son one day asked his father who was not con- 
versant with that religion and who was engaged in following 
the precepts of the Vedas, this question , 4 

“ 'The son said,— What should a man of intelligence do, 

* The Commentator observes that the first line means that the man 
of knowledge should wish for happiness to all, and never wish sorrow 
ip any one, ‘S&rvam* includes virtue and vice. Of course, the practice 
-pt nihk&ma dhmm is recommended*— I, 
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0 sire, knowing that the period of existence allotted to men 
runs fast away ? Tell me this truly and in proper order, O 
father, so that, guided by thy instructions I may set myself 
to the acquisition of virtue*®— 

“ ‘The sire said, — Having studied the Vedas all the while 
observing the duties of Brahmacharyya , 0 son, one should 
then desire for offspring for the sake of rescuing ones sires. 
Having established one’s fire then and performing the sacrifices 
that are ordained, one should then retire into the woods and 
(having lived as a forest-recluse) one should then become a 
Muni (by casting off everything and calmly waiting for 
dissolution). 6 — 

“ ‘The son said, — When the world is thus assailed and 
thus besieged on all sides, and when such irresistible (bolts) 
are falling in every direction, how can you speak so calmly ? — 7 

“ ‘The sire said, — How is the world assailed ? By what 
is it besieged ? What are those irresistible bolts that are 
falling on every side ? Dost thou frighten me with thy 
words ? 8 — 

“ ‘The son said, — The world is assailed by Death. It is 
besieged by Decrepitude. Days and Nights are continually 
falling (like bolts). Why do you not take heed of these ? 9 
When I know that Death does not wait here for any one 
(but snatches all away suddenly and without notice) how 
can I possibly wait (for his coming) thus enveloped in a 
coat of Ignorance and (heedlessly) attending to my concerns 
When as each night passes away the period of every one’s 
life wears away with it, when, indeed, one’s position is 
similar to that of a fish in a piece of shallow water, who can 
feel happy ? u Death encounters one in the very midst of one’s 
concerns, before the attainment of one’s objects, finding one 
as unmindful as a person while engaged in plucking flowers.* 1 * 


* All Br&hmanas have to pluck flowers in the morning for offering: 
them to the deities they worship. The task takes many minutes, be- 
cause a good many have to be plucked for the purpose. Being a daily 
occupation and going as they do to places where flowers abound, the act 
of plucking goes on while the plucker is mentally engaged with other 
thing 
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That which is kept for being done tomorrow should bo* 
done today ; and that which one thinks of doing in the 
afternoon should be done in the forenoon. Death does not 
wait, mindful of one’s having done or not done one’s acts. 13 
Do today what is for thy good (without keeping it for to- 
morrow) 1 See that Death, who is irresistible, may not over- 
come thee (before accomplishing thy acts). Who knows that 
Death will not come to one this very day ? w Before one’s 
acts are completed, Death drags one away. One should, there- 
fore, commence to practise virtue while one is still young 
(without waiting for one’s old age), for life is uncertain. 16 
By acquiring virtue one is sure to win eternal happiness both 
here and hereafter. Overpowered by folly one girds up one’s 
loins for acting on behalf of one’s sons and wives, 1 ® By 
accomplishing acts foul or fair, one gratifies these (relatives). 
Him possessed of sons and animals, and with mind devotedly 
attached to them, 17 Death seizes and runs away like a tiger 
bearing away a sleeping deer.* While still engaged in 
winning diverse objects of desire, and while still unsated 
with their enjoyment, 18 Death seizes him and runs away 
like a she-wolf seizing a sheep and running away with it.— 
This has been done> — this remains to be done , — this other 
is half done , 19 — one may say thus to oneself; but Death, 
unmindful of one’s desire to finish one’s unfinished acts, 
seizes and drags one away. One that has not yet ob- 
tained the fruit of what one has already done, amongst 
those attached to action, 20 one busied with one’s field or 
shop or house, Death seizes and carries away. The weak, 
the strong, the wise, the brave, the idiotic, the learned, 21 
or him that has not yet obtained the gratification of any of 
his desires, Death seizes and bears away. Death, decrepitude, 
disease, sorrow, and many things of a similar kind) 22 are 


* The Bengal reading ‘suptam vyaghro mrigamiva &c.* is preferable 
to the Bombay reading ‘snptam vyaghram mahaughova &c.* If the 
Bombay reading be accepted, the meaning would be ‘Him Dea|h 
snatches away as a mighty wave sweeps away a sleeping tiger J The idea 
||i, sleeping tiger being swept »way by a surging wave is very um 
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Devas here evidently refer to the senses. The senses are, as it? 
were, cattle. Their true fold is the forest and not peopled cities and 
towns. In the forest there are no temptations to try them as in the 
midst of cities and towns, — T. 

t < Jmtarthapanayanaih , is connected with ‘hinsatiV To take it 
{asthe Burd wan translator does) as an adjective qualifying ‘prauibhih 4 
would be incorrect. -rT. 
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• The Sacrifice of Peace is opposed to the Sacrifice of Slaughter. 
The Sacrifice of Brahma is Yoga which leads to a knowledge of the 
Soul. The Sacrifice of Speech is Yedic recitation or Yapa. The 
Sacrifice of Mind is contemplation, and that of Acts is baths, per- 
formance of other acts of purity, waiting dutifully upon the preceptor, 
&c.-T. 

+ To perform the Sacrifice of Self is to merge the Soul in the 
Supreme Soul. — T. 

j The Bombay reading ‘danda-vidhanam’ is a blunder for the Bengal 
reading ‘danda-nidhanam’. To interpret ‘vidhanam’ as equivalent to 
abandonment or giving up, by taking the prefix ‘vi,’ in the sense «f 
Vig&ta’ would be an act of violence to the word.— T* 

$ The ‘guba* or cave referred to is the body*— T* 

ll \ I 


■when the sun enters his northerly course * How can one 
like me perform an Animal Sacrifice which is fraught with 
cruelty ? 32 How can one like me, that is possessed of wisdom, 
perform like a cruel Pitjacha, a Sacrifice of Slaughter after 
the manner of what is laid down for the Kshatriyas, — a 
Sacrifice that is, besides, endued with rewards that are 
terminable ? In myself have I been begotten by my own 
self. 0 father, without seeking to procreate offspring, I shall 
rest myself on my own self ! 33 I shall perform the Sacrifice 
of Self, I need no offspring to rescue me.f He whose words 
and thoughts are always well-restrained, ? * he who has Penan- 
ces and Renunciation, and Yoga, is sure to attain to every- 
thing through these. There is no eye equal to Knowledge. 
There is no reward equal to Knowledge. 35 There is no sorrow 
equal to attachment. There is no happiness equal to Renun- 
ciation. 33 Kor a Brahmana there can he no wealth like 
residence in solitude, an equal regard for all creatures, truth- 
fulness of speech, steady observance of good conduct, the 
total abandonment of the rod (of chastisement), simplicity, 
and the gradual abstention from all acts.J 37 What need 
hast thou with wealth and what need with relatives and 
friends, and what with spouses ? Thou art a Brahmana and 
thou hast death to encounter ! Search thy own Self that 
is concealed in a cave. Whither have thy grandsires gone 
and whither thy sire too ?$ 38 — ’ 

“Bhishma said,— ‘Hearing these words of his son, the sire 
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acted in the way that was pointed out, 0 king ! Do thou 
also act in the same way, devoted to the religion of Truth ! 33 


Section CCLXXYIII. 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘Of what behaviour must a man be, 
of what acts, of what kind of knowledge, and to what must 
he be devoted, for attaining to Brahma's place which trans- 
cends Prakrit! and which is unchangeable V 1 

“Bhishraa said, — ‘One that is devoted to the religion of 
Emancipation, frugal in fare, and the master of one’s senses, 
attains to that high place which transcends Prakrit! and is 
unchangeable,* 2 Retiring from one’s home, regarding gain 
and loss in the same light, restraining the senses, and dis- 
regarding all objects of desire even when they are ready (for 
enjoyment), one should adopt a life of Renunciation.^ 3 
Neither with eye, nor with word, nor in thought, should one 
disparage another. Nor should one speak evil of any person 
either in or out of his hearing. 4 One should abstain from 
injuring any creature, and conduct oneself observing the 
course of the Sun.+ Having come into this life, one should 
not behave with unfriendliness towards any creature, 6 One 
should disregard opprobrious speeches, and never in arro- 
gance deem oneself as superior to another. When sought 
to be angered by another, one should still utter agreeable 
speeches. Even when caluminated, one should not calumni- 
nate in return. 8 One should not behave in a friendly or an 
unfriendly way in the midst of human beings. One should 
not go about many houses in one’s round of mendicancy, 

* By ‘Prakriti’, as explained in previous Sections, is meant primal 
nature consisting of the five great essences of earth, water, &c., — T. 

t ‘Saniupodesliu 3 is explained as ‘upsbhiteshu api } , L e., even when 
such objects are present and ready for enjoyment. — T. 

I ‘Maitrayangatah’, as explained by the Commentator, is ‘Suryavafc- 
pratyaha-vibnimia-margah’, i. e., roving like the Sun every day in a 
different path. The object of the speaker is to lay it down that one 
solicitous of Emancipation should never confine oneself to one spot, 
but rove or wander over the world without owning a fixed habitation or 
home. K, P. Singha translates the word wrongly,— T. 
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.Nor should one go to any house having received a previous 
Invitation (to dinner ).* 7 Even when bespattered with filth 
(fay others), one should, resting firmly in the observance of 
one’s duties, refrain from addressing such bespatterers in 
'disagreeable speeches. One should be compassionate. One 
should abstain from returning an injury, One should be 
fearless ; one should refrain from self- laudation , 8 The man 
of restrained senses should seek his dole of charity In a 
householder's abode when the smoke has ceased to rise from 
It, when the sound of the husking rod Is hushed, when the 
tiearth-'fire is extinguished, when ail the Inmates have 
'finished their meals, or when the hour is over for setting 
■the dishes, j “ 9 He should content himself with only as much 
as is barely necessary for keeping body and soul together. 
Even that much of food which produces gratification should 
not be coveted by him. When he fails to obtain what he 
wants, he should not suffer himself to cherish discontent. 
Success, again, in obtaining what he wants, should not make 
him glad.f 10 He should never wish for such things as are 


* In the first line, the Bengal reading ‘madhye na chacharet’ is 
better than ‘madhye cha nacharet’. ‘Pradakahmam 1 is ‘amikulam 5 , and 
‘savyam 5 is ‘pratikulam\ The grammar of the second line is not difficult. 
Besides, the Commentator explains it clearly. The Burdwan translator, 
leaving out the words ‘bhaikshaehairyam’ and taking ‘anapannah’ as 
equivalent to < vipadapannah, , gives a thoroughly ridiculous version, 
K, P. Singha, also, is not correct. The Commentator explains that 
‘char yarn’ means ‘anekagrihafcanam ‘anapannam 5 is ‘akurvan.’ The 
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coveted by ordinary men. He should never eat at any 
body’s house when respectfully invited thereto. One like 
him should reprobate such gains as are obtained with 
honor .* 11 He should never find fault (on account of stale- 
ness, &c.) with the food placed before him, nor should he 
applaud its merits. He should covet a bed and a seat that 
are removed from the haunts of men . 10 The places he 
should seek are such as a deserted house, the foot of a tree, 
a forest, or a cave. Without allowing his practices to be 
known by others, or concealing their real nature by appear- 
ing to adopt others (that are hateful or repulsive), he should- 
enter his own Self.f 13 By association with Yoga and disso- 
ciation from company, he should be perfectly equable, 
steadily fixed, and uniform. He should not earn either 
merit or demerit by means of acts .* 14 He should be always 
gratified, well contented, of cheerful face and cheerful sen? 
ses, fearless, always engaged in mental recitation of sacred 
mantras, silent, and wedded to a life of Renunciation . 15 
Beholding the repeated formation and dissolution of his own 
body with the senses that result from and resolve into the 
elemental essences, and seeing also the advent and depar- 
ture of (other) creatures, he should become free from desire 
and learn to cast equal eyes upon all, subsisting upon both 

is to be disregarded, clothes, &e., need not be mentioned* ‘Vihanyeta* 
is equivalent to c hinsito na syat/ — T. 

* The second line is passed over by K. P. Singha. What is meant 
by it is that when such a man is respectfully presented with any thing, 
he should hold it in reprobation. Vide the Sanatsujatiya Sections in 
Udyoga Parvan , particularly the Verses beginning with “Yatra aka- 
thayamanasya &c.” — T. 

t The second line is skipped over by K. P. Singha. The Burdwan 
translator gives a wrong version. The Commentator explains that 
‘anyarn’ refers to ‘pai^achim 5 , and ‘anyatra* to ‘atmani* In the Sanat- 
sujatiya Sections also, a Brahmana*s practices are directed to be con- 
cealed. ‘To enter his own Self ’ is to turn Self on Self, u e*, to with? 
draw oneself from everything for understanding and contemplating 
' the Soul.— T. ■ £ W. y •; V 

t By totally abstaining from acts he should avoid both merit and 
ydwerit,— 1 T» ' 




* This is a triplet The Burdwan translator misses the meaning 
of the first half of the first line. The Commentator explains that 
^abhyastam* is continuous ; ‘bhautikam* is ‘fcattwajatam, atmanodehen- 
driy&di.* Hence, ‘bhtitanam’ means ‘any esham bhutanam.* — T. 

t To think beforehand of the food one is to take is to convert one** 
self into a gourmand. The Sanny&sin, without thinking of the food 
be would take, and without mentally indulging in a foretaste thereof, 
.should take what he gets without exertion'— T. , , 
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cooked and uncooked food. Frugal in respect of his fare, 
and subjugating his senses, he achieves tranquillity of Self 
by Self ,* 16 One should control the (rising) impulses of 
words, of the mind, of wrath, of envy, of hunger, and of 
lust. Devoted to penances for cleansing his heart, he 
should never allow the censures (of others) to afflict his 
heart . 17 One should live, having assumed a status of neu- 
trality with respect to all creatures, and regard praise and 
blame as equal. This, indeed, is the holiest and the highest 
path of the Sannyasa mode of life . 13 Possessed of high 
soul, the Sannyasin should restrain his senses from all 
things and keep himself aloof from all attachments. He 
should never repair to the places visited by him and the 
men known to him while leading the prior modes of life. 
Agreeable to all creatures, and without a fixed home, he 
should be devoted to the contemplation of Self . 19 He should 
never mingle with house-holders and forest-recluses. He 
should eat such food as he may obtain without effort! (and 
without having thought of it beforehand).f He should 
never suffer joy to possess his heart . 20 To those that are 
wise such a life of Renunciation is the means for the attain- 
ment of Emancipation. To those, however, that are fools 
the practice of these duties is exceedingly burthensome* 
The sage Harita declared all this to be the path by which 
Emancipation is to be achieved . 31 He who sets forth from 
his home, having assured all creatures of his perfect harm- 
lessness, attains to many bright regions of felicity which 
prove unending or eternal. — * ” 23 



Section CCLXXIX, 


* ‘Sanjuakam’ frem the root ‘jn5’ meaning ‘mSrana’ or killing.— T. 

+ The two negatives in the first line are equivalent to an affirm- 
ve . ‘Prasangatah’ is explained by the Commentator in a slightly 
tei-ent way. Affluence, in consequence of the attachment it generates, 

mds in the way of Emancipation; Hence; if 0*i in consequence of 
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of his merits and demerits (or their fruits as represented by 
happiness and misery). On the other hand, he becomes 
enveloped by the Darkness (of Ignorance having attachment 
and aversion for its essence) that is born of his ' merits and 
demerits .* 8 As the wind impregnated with dust of anti- 
mony once again seizes the efflorescence of realgar and 
(though itself destitute of color) assumes the hues of the 
substances which it has seized and tinges the different points 
of the compass (which represent its own hueless progenitor 
viz., space ,) 0 after the same manner, Jiva, though himself 
colorless, assumes a hue in consequence of being enveloped by 
Darkness and variegated by the fruits of action, and travels 
from body to body (making his own stainless and immutable 
progenitor appear as stained and changeful).f 10 When Jiva 
succeeds in dispelling by means of Knowledge the Darkness 
that invests him in consequence of Ignorance, then Immutable 
Brahma becomes displayed (in all His glory ). 11 The Sages 
say that reversion to Immutable Brahma is incapable of 
being achieved by Acts. Thyself, others in the world, and 
the deities too, should reverence them that have achieved 
Emancipation. All the great Rishis never desist from culture 
of Brahma t 12 In this connection is cited that discourse 

tMs consideration, the king’s opinion regarding affluence, is correct. 
With respect to the certainty of attaining to Emancipation, compare 
Gitd, ‘Vahunam janman&mante jnanavan mam prapadyate, &c. 5 — T. 

* The object of this Verse, as explained by the Commentator, is to 
exhort Yudhishthira to strive after Emancipation without being at all 
moved by his happiness or misery which (as stated here) come to Jiva 
as accidents. — T. 

+ The wind has space for its progenitor. Jiva has the stainless and 
immutable Chit for his progenitor. Like the wind, which is hueless, 
catching hues from surrounding objects and making its own hueless 
progenitor look as if it lias hues, Jiva also, though in reality stain- 
less, catches stains from Ignorance and Acts and makes his own pro- 
genitor, the stainless and immutable Chit, display stains of every kind. 
This is how the Commentator puts the simile, supplying the points 
that have been omitted in the text.— T, 

t These aphorisms are very abstruse. What is meant by say ing 
that the attainment of Brahma does not depend upon Acts is this : 
Acts are terminable* Their consequences also are terminable, Acts* 
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which was sung (by the preceptor of the Datfcyas) in days 
of old* Listen, 0 monarch, with undivided attention to the 
course of conduct that was followed by the Daitya Yritra 
after he became divested of all his prosperity. 13 Depending 
only upon his intelligence, he did not indulge in sorrow, 
in the midst of his enemies, although he had been defeated, 
although he was friendless, and although he was deprived of 
sovereignty, 0 Bharata ! 14 Unto Yritra, when in days of 
old he was reft of sovereignty, (his preceptor) U§anas said, — 
I hope, O Danava, that in consequence of thy defeat thou 
dost not cherish any grief ? 1B — 

“ ‘Vritra said,— Without doubt, having understood, by 
the aid of truth and penances, the advent and departure of 
all living creatures, I have ceased to indulge in either grief 
or joy. 10 Urged by Time creatures sink helplessly in hell. 
Some again, the sages say, go to heaven. All these pass 
their time in contentment, 17 Passing their allotted periods 
in heaven and hell, and with some portion of their merits 
and demerits unexhausted (by enjoyment and sufferance), 
they repeatedly take birth, impelled by Time. 18 Chained by 
the bonds of Desire, creatures pass through myriads of in- 
termediate life and fall helplessly into hell.* 19 I have seen 
that creatures come and go even thus. The lesson inculcated 
in the Scriptures is that ones acquisitions correspond with 


j therefore, can never be the means by which Brahma can be attained, for 
Brahma is interminable and eternal, not like the felicity of heaven 
which is changeful. The only means by which Jiva may revert to 
Brahma is by dispelling Ignorance through Knowledge; or, as the 
TJpanishads declare, one attains to it as one gets one’s forgotten neck- 
lace of gold, which all the while is on the neck though sought 
for with assiduity everywhere. K. P. Singha misunderstands it com- 
pletely. What is meant by the direction about reverencing persons 
who have attained to Brahma is this: the existence of Brahma and 
the possibility of Jiva’s reverting to that Immutable status are matters 
that depend upon the conception of such men. Brahma, again, is so 
difficult to keep, that the great sages never desist for a moment from 
the culture that is necessary for its retention. — T. 

* Intermediate L as animals and birds and reptiles and worms, 
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one's acts.* 2<) Creatures take birth as men or as intermedi- 
ate animals or as gods and go to hell Having acted in lives 
that are past in such a way as to deserve them, all creatures, 
subject to the ordinances of the Destroyer, meet with happi- 
ness and misery, the agreeable and the disagreeable. Having 
enjoyed the measure of weal or woe that corresponds with 
their acts, creatures always come back by the old path,f 21 ~ 22 
which is measured by the measure of acts ! — Then the illus- 
trious U(janas addressed the Amm Yritra who was thus 
talking of the highest refuge of the creation, saying,— 
0 intelligent Daitya, why, 0 child, dost thou utter such 
foolish rhapsodies ? 2? — 

“ ‘Vritra said, — The severe penances which I underwent 
from greed of victory are well known, to thee as also to other 
sages l 24 Appropriating diverse scents and diverse kinds of 
tastes that other creatures had for enjoying, I swelled up 
with my own energy, afflicting the three worlds. 26 Decked 
with myriads of effulgent rays I used to rove through the 
skies (on my celestial car), incapable of being defeated by any 
creature and fearing none. 26 I achieved great prosperity 
through my penances and lost it again through my own acts. 
Relying on my fortitude, however, I do not grieve for this 
change, 27 Desirous (in days of yore) of fighting the great 
Indra, the high-souled ruler of the heavens, I beheld in 
that battle the illustrious Hari, the puissant Narayana^ 28 
He who is called Vaikuntha, Purusha, Ananta, Cukla, Vish- 
nu, Sanatana, Munjafeega, Hari^ma^ru, and the Grandsire 

* J t e., if righteous, one attains to happiness ; if otherwise, to the 
reverse. — T. 

t Terse 21 and the first line of 22 are grammatically connected.— T. 

% ‘Me* in the second line is equivalent to ‘Maya’. c Tatah* is ‘tatra 
yu&dhakale’* Hari had come to aid Indra, and hence Yritra had 
beheld him. He is called Hari because he takes away one’s sins. Be- 
sides the well-known derivation of the word Narayana, the Commenta- 
tor here offers another, the ‘ayanam or layasthanam* of £ N&ra’ or 
f Jivasanglia\— T. 
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of all creatures.* 29 Without; doubt, there is still a remnant 
(to be enjoyed by me) of the rewards attaching to that 
penance represented by a sight of the great Hari ! It is in 
consequence of that unexhausted remnant that I have be- 
come desirous of asking thee, 0 illustrious one, about the 
fruits of action !*f 30 Upon which order (of men) hath been 
established high Brahma prosperity ? In what manner, again, 
doth high prosperity fall off ? 8t From whom do creatures 
spring and live ? Through whom again do they act ? What 
is that high Fruit by attaining to which a creature succeeds 
in living eternally as Brahma ? 22 By what Act or by what 
Knowledge can that fruit be achieved ? It behooveth thee, 
0 learned Brahmana, to expound these to me 1 — 23 

“‘Recapitulated by me, 0 lion among kings, listen, with 
undivided attention, 0 bull of men, with all thy brothers, 
to what the sage U9anas then said after he had been thus 
addressed by that prince of Danavas !’ 


Section CCLXXX. 

“ 'U$anas said,— I bow to that divine and illustrious and 
puissant Being who holds this Earth with the firmament in 
his arms. 1 I shall speak to thee of the pre-eminent greatness 
of that Vishnu whose head, 0 best of the Danavas, is that 
Infinite place (called Emancipation) !— 2 

* Waikuntha* has various etymologies. The Commentator inclines 
to explain it as £ one who brings together all creatures’. ‘Parasha’ is 
full; as applied to Narayana, it, of course, means one who has no 
defect but who is the sole representative of fulness. *CukIa’ is ‘Cuddha 1 
or pure. ‘Vishnu’ is all-pervading. ‘Sanatana’ is ‘kutastha' or uniform 
or immutable. ‘Munjakega’ is possessed of yellow hair, or hair of 
the hue of Munja grass, ‘Hari-gmagru’ is having a tawny beard.— T. 

t Penances are meritorious. The very sight of Hari that I obtain 
was as efficacious as a course of the austerest penances. Of course, in. 
consequence of that and my other penances great have been the re- 
wards that I have enjoyed. It seems, however, that the full measure of 
rewards has not been reaped ; the remnant is to be enjoyed by me now, 
for I am about to ask thee about the fruits of Acts. Sacred and high!/ 
auspicious is my enquiry. To make it is, in itself, a reward*— T« 
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“ ‘While they were thus conversing with each other there 
came unto them the great sage Sanatkumara of righteous 
soul for the purpose of dispelling their doubts. 3 "Worshipped 
by the prince of Asuras and by the sage Uganas, that fore- 
most of sages sat down on a costly seat. 4 After Kumara of 
great wisdom had been seated (at his ease), Uganas said unto 
him, — Discourse to this chief of the Danavas on the pre- 
eminent greatness of Vishnu ! 6 — Hearing these words, Sanat- 
kumara uttered the following, fraught with grave import, 
upon the pre-eminent greatness of Vishnu unto the intelligent 
chief of the Danavas. 6 — Listen, 0 Daitya, to everything about 
the greatness of Vishnu. Know, 0 scorcher of foes, that the 
entire universe rests on Vishnu ! 7 0 thou of mighty arms. 
It is He who creates all creatures mobile and immobile. In 
course of Time it is He, again, who withdraws all things and 
In Time it is He who once more casts them forth from 
Himself. 8 Into Hari all things merge at the universal 
destruction and from Him all things again come forth. Men 
possessed of scriptural lore cannot obtain him by such lore® 
Nor can He be obtained by Penances, nor by Sacrifices,, 
The only means by which He can be attained is by res- 
training the Senses. 9 Not that sacrifices are entirely useless 
towards such an end. For one, by relying upon both ex- 
ternal and internal acts, and upon one's own mind, can purify 
(them) by one's own understanding. By such means, one 
succeeds in enjoying Infinity in the world.* 10 As a gold- 
smith purifies the dross of his metal by repeatedly casting 
it into the fire with very persistent efforts of his own, 11 after 
the same manner Jiva succeeds in cleansing himself by his 
course through hundreds of births. Some one may be seen 
to purify himself in only one life by mighty efforts. 12 As 


* ‘Valiya 1 acts are, of course, sacrifices and other religious acts ; 
by f abhyantara 5 acts are meant ‘ganti, danti, uparati, titiksha, and 
samadhi , 5 i. <?., the usual course of mental training necessary for Yoga, 
j Wh^t the speaker intends to lay down in this Verse is that sacrifices 
are not entirely useless. These may lead to ^ ehitta-guddhi , or the 
' the heart, which, when attained, leads to knowledge oft 

Him or the Soul or to Emancipation or Infinity,— T, 
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one should with care wipe stains from off ones person before 
they become thick, after the same manner one should, with 
vigorous efforts, wash off one's faults.* 13 By mixing only a 
few flowers with them, grains of sesame cannot be made to 
cast off their own odor (and become at once fragrant). After 
the same manner, one cannot, by cleansing one’s heart only 
a little, succeed in beholding the Soul. 14 When, however, 
those grains are perfumed repeatedly with the aid of a large 
quantity of flowers, it is then that they cast off their own 
odor and assume that of the flowers with which they are 
mixed. 15 After this manner, faults, in the form of attach- 
ments to all our environments, are dispelled by the under- 
standing in course of many lives, with the aid of a large 
dose of the attribute of Sattwa , and by means of efforts 
born of practice. - )- 1 ® Listen, 0 Danava, by what means 
creatures attached to acts and those unattached to them 
attain to the causes that lead to their respective states of 
mind4 17 Listen to me with undivided attention. 1 shall, 
in their due order, discourse to thee, O puissant Danava, as 
to how creatures betake themselves to action and how they 
give up action.^ 18 The Supreme Lord creates all creatures 
mobile and immobile. He is without beginning and without 
end. TJnendued with attributes of any kind, he assumes 
attributes (when he chooses to create). He is the universal 
Destroyer, the Refuge of all things, the supreme Ordainer, 
and pure Chit.lT 1 ® In all creatures it is He who dwells as the 


* The comparison lies in the fact of the desirability of the two acts. 
N o one likes the stains the body may catch to remain unwashed or un- 
•wiped off. Similarly, no one should neglect to wash off the faults that 
the heart may catch. There is no comparison between the two acts 
with regard to the degree of effort necessary to accomplish each. — T. 

t ‘Efforts born of practice* refer to both external and internal 
JS&dhana. — T, 

X ‘Karmavigeshan* is explained by the Commentator as equivalent 
to hraga-viraga-hetun.* — T. 

$ ‘Sampravartante* and ‘tishthanti* are thus explained by the Com- 
mentator. — T. 

H In the previous Yerses the speaker describes the training that one 
should undergo, la this and the following ones, he speaks of the object 
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mutable and the immutable. It is He who, having eleven 
modifications for His essence, drinketh this universe with 
His rays.* 20 Know that the Earth is His feet. His head is 
constituted by Heaven. His arms, 0 Daitya, are the several 
points of the compass or the horizon. The intermediate 
space is His ears. 21 The light of His eye is the Sun, and His 
mind is in the Moon. His Understanding dwells always in 
Knowledge, and His tongue is in Water.f 88 0 best of Dana- 
vas, the Planets are in the midst of His brows. The stars 
and constellations are from the light of His eyes. The Earth 
is in His feet, 0 Danava ! M Know also that the attributes 
of Rajas, Tamas, and Sattwa are of Him. He is the fruit 
(or end) of all the modes of life, and He it is who should be 
known as the fruit (or reward) of all (pious) acts (such as 
Yapa and Sacrifice, &c.)t 21 The Highest and Immutable, He 
is also the fruit of abstention from all work. The Chcchandas 
are the hair on His body, and Alcshara (or Pranava) is His 
•word. 26 The diverse orders (of men) and the modes of life 
are His refuge. His mouths are many. Duty (or religion) 
is planted in his heart. He is Brahma, He is the highest 
Righteousness ; He is Sat, and He is Asat$- e He is Cruti. 
He is the scriptures. He is the Sacrificial vessels. He is 


to be known. ‘Creeman’ is explained as ‘&§riyate it §ri, i. upadhi, 
tadvaa’. ‘Hari’ is ‘Samharata’. ‘NarSyana’ is ‘sarvacrayah’, ‘Prabhu’ is 
‘sarvaniyanta’, ‘Deva’ is ‘dyotate iti, i . e., Chinm&trah’. These etymolo- 
gies must be grasped for understanding this Verse.— T. 

* The ‘mutable’ in all creatures is the combination of the five primal 
essences. The ‘immutable’ in them is J iva, or Chit as invested with 
Ignorance. The eleven modifications that constitute His essence are 
the eleven senses of knowledge and action with the mind. Equipt with 
these eleven He drinketh the universe, i e., enjoys it. The ‘rays’ are 
these senses themselves, Equipt with the senses He enjoys the universe 
with the senses, — 

f ‘His mind is in the Moon’, i, e., His mind is the Moon, The expres- 
sion ‘waters in the Ganges,’ implies a distinction that does not exist be- 
tween container and contained, for ‘Ganges’ means the water so named.— 
t The sandhi between ‘sa* and ‘&cramanam’ is drsha. — T. 

$ ‘Dharma’ has various meanings all of which, however, are closely 
created with one another. As ‘duty’ or the assemblage of all acts which 
should do, it is both Bighteousuess and Religion,—!, 
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the six and ten Ritwijas. He is all the Sacrifices, He is 
the Grandsire (Brahman), He is Vishnu, He is the twin 
Agwins, and He is Purandara.* 27 He is Mitra, He is Varuna, 
He is Yama, He is Kuvera the lord of treasures. Although 
the Ritwijas seem to behold Him as separate, He is, however, 
known to them as one and the same. Know that this en- 
tire universe is under the control of One divine Being.f 38 
The Veda that is in the soul, 0 prince of Daityas, regards 
the unity of various creatures. When a living creature 
realises this unity in consequence of true knowledge, he is 
then said to attain to Brahma, 20 The period of time for 
which one creation exists or for which it ceases to exist is 
called a Kalpa . Living creatures exist for a thousand mil- 
lions of such Kalpas. Immobile creatures also exist for an 
equal period. The period for which a particular creation 
exists is measured by many thousands of lakes (in the follow- 
ing way), 0 Daitya ! 80 Conceive a lake that is one Yajana, 
in width, one Kroga in depth, and five hundred Yojanas in 
length. Imagine many thousands of such lakes. 31 Seek then 
to dry up those lakes by taking from them, only once a day, 
as much water as may be taken up with the end of a single 
hair. The number of days that would pass in drying them 
up completely by this process represents the period that is 
occupied by the life of one creation from its first start to the 
time of its destruction 4 32 The highest Evidence (for all 
things) says that creatures have six colors, viz., Dark, 
Tawny, Blue, Red, Yellow, and White. These colors pro- 
ceed from mixtures in various proportions of the three attri- 
butes of Rajas, Tamas, and Sattwa. Where Tamas pre- 
dominates, Sattwa falls below the mark, and Rajas keeps 
to the mark, the result is the color called Dark. When 


* The Sacrificial ‘grahas 5 or pAtras’ (vessels) are called after the 
names of the deties Indra, Vayu. Soma, &c. The sixteen Bitwijas are 
Brahman, Hotri, Adhyaryu, Udgafcri, &c.~— 1 T. 

t Verses 21 to 28 show the unity of the Divine Being. The variety 
perceived is only apparent, not real. — T. 

X Verses 31 and 32 are not difficult ; yet the Burdwan translator 
makes nonsense of the same, — T. 



4,04 mahabharata. [Mok.hadharmet 

Tamas predominates as before, but the relations between 
Sattwa and Rajas are reversed, the result is the color called 
Tawny. When Rajas predominates, Sattwa falls below the 
mark, and Tamas keeps to the mark, the result is the color 
called Blue. When Rajas predominates as before and the 
proportion is reversed between Sattwa and Tamas, the re- 
sult is the intermediate color called Red. That color is 
more agreeable (than the preceding one). When Sattwa 
predominates, Rajas falls below the mark and Tamas keeps 
to the mark, the result is the color called Yellow. It is 
productive of happiness. When Sattwa predominates and 
the proportion is reversed between Rajas and Tamas, the 
result is the color called White. It is productive of great 
happiness.* 33 The White is the foremost color. It is sinless 
in consequence of its being free from attachment and aversion. 
It is without grief, and free from the toil involved in 
Pravritti. Hence, White, 0 prince of Danavas, leads to 
success (or Emancipation). Jiva, 0 Daitya, having under- 
gone thousands of births derived through the womb, attains 
to success.f 31 That success is the identical end which 
the divine Indra declared after having studied many aus- 
picious scriptural treatises and which has for its essence 
the apprehension of the Soul. The end again that creatures 
obtain is dependant on their color, and color, in its turn, 
depends upon the character of the- Time that sets in, O 
Daitya l* 35 The stages of existence, 0 Daitya, through which- 

* This 18 further elaborated in the Vishnu Purana Parti, Sec V 
There are three primary creations, via., Mahat, the fire primal essences 
»n their subtile forms, and the senses. From the six colors a<min six 
other creations have spring. To the Dark color is due all immobile 
creatures ; to the Tawny, all the intermediate order of creatures Ms 

Md bild8 ’ &0,) 5 t0 th8 Blue are due human beings'; 
totheRed thePrajapatyas; to the Yellow, the deities ; and to the 
White are due the Kumara i. e., Sanatkumara and others.— T. 

+ Emancipation is so difficult.— T. 

t The construction of the first line is this :-‘ C ubham dar 9 anam 
(auspicious scriptures) gatwS (prapya) Devah yam gatim (identical with) 
team (atmanubhavatmifcam) aha.- ‘Gati’ is naturally dependent on 
and ‘Varna’ upon ‘Time’ or acts.-T. 
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Jiva must pass are not unlimited, They are fourteen 
hundreds of thousands in number. In consequence of them 
Jiva ascends, stays, and falls down as the case may be* rR 
The end that is attained by a Jiva of dark hue is very low, 
for he becomes addicted to acts that lead to hell and then 
has to rot in hell.f The learned say that in consequence of 
his wickedness, the continuance (in such form) of a Jiva is 
measured by many thousands of Kalpas4 sr Having passed 
many hundred thousands of years in that condition, Jiva 
then attains to the color called Tawny (and becomes born as 
an intermediate creature). In that condition he dwells (for 
many long years), in perfect helplessness. At last when his 
sins are exhausted (in consequence of his having endured all 
the misery they are capable of bringing), his mind, casting 
off all attachments, cherishes Benunciation.$ ?8 When Jiva 
becomes endued with the quality of Sattwa, he then dis- 
pels everything connected with Tamas by the aid of his 
intelligence, and exerts (for achieving what is for his good). 

* There are ten senses of knowledge and action. To this must be 
■added Manas, Buddhi, Ahankara, and Chitta, which are sometimes call- 
ed the four Karanas . In consequence of these fourteen, fourteen 
different kinds of merit and demerit may be achieved by Jiva who is 
their possessor. These fourteen kinds of merit and of demerit also, 
are subdivided into hundreds of thousands each. Jiva, in course of his 
wanderings through the universe, ascends in the scale of Being, stays 
in particular rungs, and falls down from them into lower rungs, accord- 
ingly. What the speaker wishes to inculcate is that these fourteen 
should always be directed towards the attribute of Battwa or Good* 
ness, — T. 

t This hue, it should be noted, leadeth to Jiva’s transformation as 
an immobile object. A creature of Bark hue becomes addicted to wick- 
ed acts and rots in hell. Hia existence as an immobile object is hell 
itself. — T, 

J ‘Prajavisargah’ is the period for which one Creation lasts, being 
equal to what is called a Kalpa.—T. 

$ The Bark and the Tawny hues or their corresponding states of 
existence, viz., the immobile and the intermediate, are regarded aa 
states of endurance. Hence, when the misery that is their portion has 
been fully endured, the recollection is suddenly irradiated into the mind, 
of the righteousness that distinguished Jiva in ages far remote. ‘Aniga 1 
is helpless or cheerless.— T, 



A s the result of this, Jiva attains to the color called Red. 
If the quality of Sattwa, however, be not gained, Jiva then 
travels in a round of re-births in the world of men, having 
attained to the color called Blue .* 39 Having attained to 
that end (viz., Humanity,) and having been afflicted for the 
duration of one creation by the bonds born of his own acts 
Jiva then attains to the color called Yellow (or becomes a 
Deity). Existing in that condition for the space of a hun- 
dred creations, he then leaves it (for becoming a human 
being) to return to it once more.f 40 Having attained to the 
Yellow color, Jiva exists for thousands of Kalpas, sporting 
as a Deva. Without, however, being emancipated (even 
then), he has to stay in hell, enjoying or enduring the fruits 
of his acts of past Kalpas and wandering through nine and 
ten thousand courses.* Know that Jiva then becomes freed 
from the hell (of acts) as represented by heaven or godship. 
After the same manner, Jiva gets off from the other births 
(corresponding with the other colors ). 41- ' 12 Jiva sports for many 
long Kalpas in the world of Devas. Falling thence, he 
once more obtains the status of Humanity. He then stays 
in that condition for the space of a hundred and eight 
Kalpas. He then attains once more to the status of a Deva, 

* c Cha’ at the end of the second line is equivalent to ‘va. J Unless 
C cha’ be taken as equivalent to ‘va’ the Verse would yield no meaning. 
After Tawny comes Blue, i. e after attainment of existence as an 
Intermediate creature Jiva attains to Humanity. This occurs when 
Sattwa does not predominate. Hence ‘anyatha’ should be supplied after 
‘upaiti.’ — T. 

f Wyatite’ is a finite verb in the indicative mood, as pointed out by 
the Commentator. It comes from root i with sufiix ‘vi.’ After f $ate* 
supply ‘jate sati. J The Burdwan translator takes it as a participial ad- 
jective in the locative singular, which is, of course, wrong. The ver- 
sion he gives of this line is most ridiculous, containing as it does a self- 
contradictory assertion. K. P. Singha gives the right meaning.-— T. 

X When Jiva becomes a Deva, he has still the ten senses, the five 
Pranas , and the four internal possessions of mind, understanding, Chitta, 
and Ahankara, amounting in all to nineteen. These nineteen impel 
him to thousands of acts. Hence, even when transformed into Deva, 
Jiva ' i# not freed from acts, but is in niraya or hell acts being, under 
all circumstances, equivalent to hell*— T. 
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If while in the status of humanity (for the second time) 
he falleth through (evil acts as represented by) Kala (in the 
form of Kali), he then sinks into the Dark color and thus 
occupies the very lowest of all stages of existence. 

" ( — I shall tell thee now, 0 foremost of Asuras, how 
Jiva succeeds in effecting his Emancipation. 4 ^ 44 Desirous of 
Emancipation, Jiva, relying upon seven hundred kinds of 
acts every one of which is characterised by a predominenca 
of the attribute of Sattwa, gradually courses through Bed 
and Yellow and at last attains to White. Arrived here, 
Jiva travels through several regions that are most adorable 
and that have the Eight well-known regions of felicity be- 
neath them, and all the while pursues that stainless and 
effulgent form of existence which is Emancipations self.* 45 
Know that the Eight (already referred to and) which are 
identical with the Sixty (subdivided into) hundreds, are, unto 
those that are highly effulgent, only creations of the mind 
(without having any real or independent existence). The highest 
object of acquisition with one that is White of hue, is that 
condition (called Turiya) which transcends the three other 
states of consciousness, viz., Wakefulness and Dream and 
Dreamless slumber, f 46 As regards that Yogin who is unable 


^ c Vyuha J implies the varied forms of one and the same thing, 
< “Daivfmi J is Sattwa-pradhfmani\ The five senses with the mind and 
the understanding forma total of seven. The acts achieved through 
each of these may be subdivided a hundredfold. As these seven 
possessions adhere to Jiva till he becomes Emancipate, he acta 
through these seven in a variety of ways. Relying, therefore, upon 
these seven hundred kinds of acts (which are but varied forms of one 
and the same thing, viz.. Action), Jiva successively becomes Red and 
Yellow and White. Arrived at White, he courses through certain 
highly effulgent regions which are superior to the region of Brahman 
himself, and which leave behind or beneath them the Eight ,Purn 
(by. which, perhaps, is meant the pttri of Indra, that of Vanina, &c., 
or, Kaci, Mathura, Maya, &c., or symbolical stages of progress, which 
are fraught with great felicity). Thosedughly effulgent and. adorable 
regions are obtainable by Knowledge alone or the fruit 'of Yoga. — T. 

t This is an exceedingly abstruse Verse. The Burdwan version* 
in which unconnected bits of the Commentary have been jumbled to* 
gether, is utter nonsense. K. JP. Bing ha skips over nearly the whole 
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■to abandon the felicities that Yoga-puissance brings about, 
be has to dwell (in one and the same body) for one 
century of Kalpas in auspiciousness and after that in four 
other regions (called Maha, Jana, Tapa, and Satya), Even 
that is the highest end of one belonging to the sixth color, 
and who is Unsuccessful though crowned with Success, and 
who has transcended all attachments and passions .* 47 That 


Terse. Tkt Eight jouris referred to in the previous Terse are here 
stated to be identical with the Sixty well-known incidents of even 
Cukla or "White existence. This tale of Sixty is arrived at in this way ; 
1st, the state of wakefulness ; 2nd, the gross body made up of the 
five primal essences; 3rd, the five attributes of sound, scent, form, 
taste, and touch ; these come up to 7. Then come the ten senses of 
action and knowledge ; the five breaths; mind, understanding, con- 
sciousness, and Chitta ; these form 19. Then come Avidya, Kama, and 
Karma. With Soul or the Beholder, the sum comes up to 30. The 
number becomes doubled when the state of Dream is taken into 
consideration, for like Wakefulness existing with the 29, Dream also 
exists with the 29. With those that are effulgent, £ e with Beings 
that are Cukla or White, these 60 are simply ‘mano-viruddhani' or 
hnanoraatrani eva’. Unlike other Beings in lower spheres of existence, 
they that are effulgent or Cukla do not regard the states of Wakeful™ 
ness and Dream as different but as the same. Hence, the c para gafci’ of 
such Beings is a state of existence that transcends both Wakefulness 
and Dream, and transcends Dreamless slumber also (for in Dreamless 
slumber the 30 exist suspended, to be revived with the return of wake™ 
fulness), and is identical with the fourth state called Turiya. — T. 

What the speaker wishes to lay down here is that even he that is 
^ Jiran• 1 I}ukta , or has achieved his Emancipation though living like 
others, is incapable of transcending the effects of his past acts. Every 
kind of existence or life (save that which is identical with Brahma) 
is ‘anishta’ or inauspiciousness. That Yogin who is Jivan-mukta but 
“who is not able to cast off the felicities of Yoga- puissance, resides, in 
one and the same body, for a full century of Kalpas, in a superior form, 
of life, and after the expiry of that century of Kalpas, he passes 
through four other regions named Maha, Jana, Tapa, and Satya, 
How, this is the end of such a Yogin, who, of course, belongs to the 
mxth color which is White, and who is freed from attachments, and 
who is unsuccessful though successful, £ <?., who has achieved Yoga- 
success hut who lias not still been able to achieve that success which 
, consists in beholding Brahma or ‘Brahma-sakshatkarah By ‘anicah* 
In this Verso is meant that Yogin who is incapable of casting off the 




Farm.} exam mm a. 4$w> 

Yogin, again, who falls off from Yoga practices (after having 
attained the measure of eminence described already) resides 
in heaven for a century of Kalpas with the unexhausted 
remnant of his past acts (to be exhausted by enjoyment or 
endurance as the case may be), and with the seven (viz,, the 
five senses of knowledge and mind and understanding) purged 
of all stains in consequence of their predisposition or prone- 
ness towards the attribute of Sattwa. After the expiry of 
that period, such a person has to come to the world of men 
where he attains to great eminence,* 4 * Turning back from 
the world of men, he departs for attaining to new forms of 
existence that run higher and higher in the upward scale* 
While engaged in this, he courseth through seven regions for 
seven times, his puissance being always increased in conse- 
quence of his Samadhi and the re-awakening from it.f 49 


felicities brought about by Yoga- puissance. K. P. Singka gives the 
substance of the Terse not very accurately. The Burdwan translator, 
in the version he gives, introduces three nominatives in the three sen- 
tences into which he splits it, viz,, Jiva, the Yogin who is unable to 
cast off the felicities brought about by Yoga-puissance, and the Yogin 
who has achieved ‘Brahma-sakshatkara*, without understanding that- 
all three refer to one and the same person. — T. 

* fi Ani$ah* here means one who, after having attained to eminence 
by Yoga, falls off from Yoga. Tatra* means heaven or the superior 
regions that are his in consequence of Yoga-eminence. Bor a century 
of Kalpas such a person has to dwell in heaven, with the unexhausted 
remnant of his past acts to go through or exhaust by enjoying or suffer* 
ing their consequences* All the while, however, his existence is 
characterised by his senses, £ e. f the senses of knowledge with mind 
and understanding, being always predisposed towards the attribute of 
Sattwa, Upon the expiry of that century of Kalpas, such a person, 
without ascending, descends to the world of men, but then here emi- 
nence of station becomes his. — T, 

t ‘Saptakritwak* is seven times. Taraiti* is ‘courseth through.* 
‘Lokan* refers to the seven regions called respectively, Bku, Bhnva, 
Swah, Maha, Jana, Tapa, and Satya (or Brahxnaloka), What is intended 
to be said here is this : If the Yogin, having attained to only the first 
stage of Yoga, dies, he ascends to heaven. Thence falling down on 
Earth, he becomes an Emperor and thus conquers the Earth or Bhu* 
In this way, as the Yogin gradually ascends in the path of Yoga, he 
ascends higher and kiger* Jn this Yerse ‘Samhara“Vikshepa 5 has 
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The Yogin who is desirous of final Emancipation suppresses 
by Yoga-knowledge the seven, and continues to dwell in the 
•world of life, freed from attachments ; and taking those seven 
for certain means of grief, he casts them off and attains after- 
wards to that state which is Indestructible and Infinite. 
Some say that that is the region of Mahadeva ; some, of 
Vishnu ; some, of Brahman ; some, of Cesha ; some, of Kara ; 
some, of the effulgent Chit ; and some, of the All- pervading .* 69 
When universal destruction comes, those persons who have 
succeeded in completely consuming by Knowledge their gross 
and subtle and karana bodies, always enter into Brahma. 
All their Senses also which have action for their essence and 
which are not identical with Brahma, merge into the same. 5 * 
When the time of universal destruction comes, those Jivas 
who have attained to the position of Devas and who have an 
.unexhausted remnant of the fruits of acts to enjoy or 
endure, revert to those stages of life in the subsequent 
Kalpa which had been theirs in the previous one. This is 
due to the similarity of every successive Kalpa to every pre- 
vious one . 62 Those again whose acts, at the time of universal 
destruction, have been exhausted by enjoyment or endurance 
in respect of their fruits, falling down from heaven, take 
birth among men, in the subsequent Kalpa, for without Know- 
ledge one cannot destroy one’s acts in even a hundred Kalpas. 


used to signify Samadhi and awakening from Samadhi, for in the first 
the universe is destroyed, and in the second it is re-created. At the 
end, he reaches the region of Satya or Brahma. Thence even he has to 

return if he has not been able to achieve ‘Brahma-saksh&tkara’ T. 

* The seven that the Yogin desirous of Emancipation easts off are 
either the seven regions already referred to, viz., Bhu, Bbnva, Swah, 
Maha, Jana, Tapa, and Satya, -or the five senses of knowledge with 


;min.d and understanding. ‘Samh&ram’ is equivalent to (‘Samhritya*, 


having been formed by the suffix namul. ‘UpaplavSni’ are sources of 
grief or misfortune. The first ‘Devasya’ refers to Mahkdeva. The 
Caivas call that region Kailasa. The Vaishnavas call it Waikuntha. 
The Hairn y a-garbhas call it Brahman’s or Brahmaloka. \ Cesha is 
Ananta, a particular form of Narayana. They who call it She region 
of Nara are, of course, the Sankhyas, for these regard Emancipation 
as the goal of Jiva or every creature. The ‘Devasya vishnoft’ (in the 
third line) is ‘Dyotamanasya Brahjuauah’, i, e-, ‘ChinmatraiXa’, or of 
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Ail superior Beings again, endued with similar powers and 
similar forms, revert to their respective destinies at a new 
creation after a universal destruction, ascending and descend- 
ing precisely in the same manner as during the creation 
that is dissolved.* 53 As regards, again, the person who is 
conversant with Brahma, as long as he continues to enjoy 
and endure the unexhausted remnant of his acts of previous 
Kalpas, it is said that all creatures and the two stainless 
sciences live in his body* When his Chitta becomes cleansed 
by Yoga, and when he practises Sarnyama, this perceptible 
universe appears to him as only his own fivefold senses. - !* 54 
Enquiring with a cleansed mind, Jiva attains to a high 
and stainless end. Thence he attains to a spot which 
knows no deterioration, and thence attains to eternal 
Brahma that is so difficult of acquisition 4 W Thus, 0 thou 


the pure Chit when uninvested with Ignorance or Avidya. The Aupa- 
nishadas regard it as the region of Para-Brahma. The Commentator 
clearly points out what the seven regions are. K. P. Singha, mis- 
understandmg the Verse, mentions only five ; the Bur d wan translator 
six. — T. 

* This Verse is not at all difficult ; yet the Burdwan translator 
makes utter nonsense of it. K. P. Singha gives the substance of the 
first line, but skips over the second. Without giving a literal version 
of the first line I expand it, following the lead of the Commentator.— T. 

f *Sa’ here indicates the person conversant with Brahma. The 
construction is ‘Sa yavat sageshabhuk asti tavat prajah tat halva te 
$ukle devyau cha tadangeshu (vartante). ‘Etat 5 in the second line is 
this { pari-dri$yamanam viyadadi’. What the speaker wishes to incul- 
cate in this Verse is that unto one conversant with Brahma, the whole 
universe up to complete identity with Brahma is as contiguous as a 
plum, in the palm of the hand. When the Chitta is cleansed by \ oga 
as practised by Dhyana, Dharana, and Samadhi, then the perceptible 
universe appears to him as identical with his own senses. The two 
white sciences referred to are c Paravidy & 5 and ‘Aparavidya 5 , l e., all 
knowledge including that of Brahma, — T. 

% ( Cuddhena manasa’—wifch a cleansed mind, & &, with the aid of 
Cravana (heaving), Manana (attention), Dhyana (contemplation), and 
Abhy&sa (repeated meditation). Two stages are indicated in this Verse. 
The first is the attainment of the §uddh&m and param&ragatim or the 
stainless and high end. This is equivalent to Brahma-s&ksh&tk&ra. 

After this comes the second stage, which is the 'avyayam sthanam 1 or 
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of great might, I have discoursed to thee of the eminence 
of Narayana F — 

“‘Vritra said, — These words of thine,' I see, perfectly 
according with the truth. Indeed, when this is so, I have- 
no (cause of ) grief Having listened to thy words, 0 thou 
of great powers of mind, I have become freed from sorrow 
and sin of every kind. 67 0 illutrious Rishi, 0 holy one, I see 
this wheel of Time, endued with mighty energy, of the most 
effulgent and Infinite Vishnu, has been set in motion. Eter- 
nal is that station from which all kinds of creation spring. 
That Vishnu is the Supreme Soul. He is the foremost of 
Beings. In Him this entire universe rests ! 63 — ’ 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Having said these words, 0 son of 
Kunti, Vritra cast off his life-breaths, uniting his soul (in 
Yoga, with the Supreme Soul), and attained to the highest 
station/ 69 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘Tell me, 0 grandsire, whether this 
Janarddana (Krishna) is that illustrious and puissant Lord 
of whom Sanatkumara spoke unto Vritra in days of old/ 60 

“Bhishma said, — ‘The Highest Deity, endued with the 
six attributes (of puissance, &c.,) is at the Root. Staying 
there, the Supreme Soul, with his own energy, creates all 
these diverse existent things,'* 61 Know that this Ke$ava 
who knows no deterioration is from His eighth portion. 
Endued with the highest Intelligence, it is this Ke<java who 


create: 

s the thre 

e worlds with an eighth portion (of His 

energy 

f). 62 Comi 

ng immediately after Him who lies at the 

Root, 

this Ke<?a* 

'a who is eternal (compared with all other 

exlste 

11 U vliillgo/, 

changes at the end of each Kalpa. He, 

the spa 


ws no deterioration, i, e. 3 Emancipation. This is 

identic 

or diffi 

al with the a 

cult of attaii 

attainment of Eternal Brahma which is ‘dushprapam* 


he Comment 

ator says that the object of this Terse is to incul- 

cateth 

e Impersona 

lity of God, God is at the Boot of all things, L 

(as the 

Commentate 

>r supposes according to the teaching of the Yedknta 


>phy) He exi 

ists in His own unmodified nature, even as pure 


Both Vidyk 

(Knowledge) and Avidyd (Ignorance or illusion) 

exist i 

n Him. In 

consequence of the latter he is ‘Bhagay&n 1 , e> $ 

indued with the m 

* grand attributes of p instance} Ti 



CANTI PAEYA, 


however, who lies at the Root and who is endued with 
supreme might and puissance, lies in the waters when univer- 
sal destruction comes (in the form of the potential Seed of 
all things). Kegava is that Creator of pure Soul who cours- 
eth through all the eternal worlds.* 53 Infinite and Eternal 
as He is, He fills all space (with emanations from Himself ) 
and courseth through the universe (in the form of every- 
thing that constitutes the universe). Freed as He is from 
limitations of every kind such as the possession of attributes 
would imply, he suffers himself to be invested with Avidya 
and awakened to Consciousness, Kegava of Supreme Soul 
creates all things. In Him rests this wondrous universe in 
its entirety/ 54 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘0 thou that art conversant with 
the highest object of knowledge, I think that Vritra saw 
beforehand the excellent end that awaited him. It is for 
this, 0 grandsire, that he was happy and did not yield to 
grief (in vew* of his coming Death). 6 ® He who is White of 
hue, who has taken birth in a pure or stainless race, and 
who has attained to the rank of a Saddhya, doth not, 0 
sinless one, come back (into the world for re-birth). Such a 
person, 0 grandsire, is freed from both hell and the status 
of ail intermediate creatures. 06 He, however, 0 king, who 
has attained to either the Yellow or the Red hue, is seen 
sometimes to be overwhelmed by Tamas and fall among the 
order of Intermediate creatures. 57 As regards ourselves, we 
are exceedingly afflicted and attached to objects that are 
productive of sorrow or indifference or joy. Alas, what will 
the end be to which we shall attain ? Will it be the Blue 
or the Dark which is the lowest of all hues 1 / 05 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘Ye are Bandavas ! Ye have been 
born in a stainless race 1 Ye are of rigid vows. Having 
sported in joy in the regions of the gods, ye shall come back 
to the world of men. 58 Living happily as long as the crea- 
tion lasts, all of you at the next new creation will be admitted 


* In the form of all thin js,— causes an l effect*— which constitute 
them. — T. 
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* lAvyakta-darcanat’ is explained by the Commentator in this way, 
Vritra was a firm devotee of Vishnu. He did not, therefore, deserve 
defeat and fall. How, then, was he vanquished by Indra ? ‘Avyak- 
tarn* is equivalent to ‘aspashtam.’—T. 

t The word used in Yerse 4 is ‘vinih&tah’ and that in Verse 5 is 
‘nujitak.’ There can be no doubt that both imply the same idea.— T« 
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among the gods, and enjoying all kinds of felicities ye will 
at last be numbered among the Siddhas ! Let no fear be 
yours. Be you cheerful !’ 1,70 


Section GCLXXXL 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘How great was the love of virtue 
possessed by Vritra of immeasurable energy, whose know- 
ledge was incomparable and whose devotion to Vishnu was 
so great ! l The status occupied by- Vishnu of immeasurable 
energy is exceedingly difficult of apprehension. How, 0 
tiger among kings, could Vritra (who was an Asura) compre- 
hend it (so well)? 2 Thou hast spoken of Vritra’s acts. I 
too have listened to thee in full faith. In consequence, how- 
ever, of my seeing that one point (in thy discourse) is un- 
intelligible (and that, therefore, it requires explanation), my 
curiosity has been roused for questioning thee again.* 3 How, 
indeed, was Vritra, who was virtuous, devoted to Vishnu, 
endued with knowledge of truth derivable from a just com- 
prehension of the Upanishads and Vedanta , vanquished by 
Indra, 0 foremost of men ? 4 O chief of the Bharatas, re- 
solve me this doubt! Indeed, tell me, 0 tiger among kings, 
how Vritra was vanquished by Oakra If 5 0 grandsire, O 
thou of mighty arms, tell me in detail how the battle took 
place (between the chief of the deities and the foremost of 
Asuras). My curiosity to hear it is very great !’ G 

‘•Bhishma said, — Tn days of yore, Indra, accompanied by 
the celestial forces, proceeded on his car, and beheld the 
Asura Vritra stationed before him like a mountain. 7 He 
was full five hundred Yojanas in height, 0 chastiser of foes, 
and three hundred Yojanas in circumference. 8 Beholding 
*that form of Vritra, which was Incapable of being vanquished 



0ANTI PARVA 


by the three worlds united together, the celestials be- 
came penetrated with fear and full of anxiety, 9 Indeed* 
suddenly seeing that gigantic form of his antagonist, 0 king* 
Indra was struck with palsy in the lower extremities. 10 
Then, on the eve of that great battle between the deities 
and the Asuras, there arose loud shouts from both sides, and 
drums and other musical instruments began to beat and 
blow. 11 Beholding Oakra stationed before him, 0 thou of 
.Kuru’s race, Yritra felt neither awe nor fear, nor was he 
disposed to muster all his energies for the fight.* 12 Then 
the encounter commenced, inspiring the three worlds with 
terror, between Indra the chief of the deities and Yritra 
of high soul. 13 The entire welkin was enveloped by the 
combatants of both sides with swords and axes and lances 
and darts and spears and heavy clubs and rocks of diverse 
sizes and bows of loud twang and diverse kinds of celestial 
weapons and fires and burning brands. 14 " 15 All the celestials 
with the Grandsire at their head, and all the highly-blessed 
Mishis , came to witness the battle/ 9 on their foremost of 
cars; and the Siddhas also, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, and 
the Qandfmrvas, with the Apsaras, on their own beautiful 
and foremost of cars, came there (for the same purpose). 17 
Then Yritra, that foremost of virtuous persons, quickly over- 
whelmed the welkin and the chief of the deities with a 
thick shower of rocks. ls The celestials, at this, filled with 
rage, dispelled with their showers of arrows that thick down- 
pour of rocks showered by Vritra in battle. 10 Then Yritra, 
0 tiger among the Kurus, possessed of mighty strength and 
endued with large powers of illusion, stupified the chief of 
the deities by fighting wholly with the aid of his powers of 
illusion." 0 When he of a hundred sacrifices, thus afflicted 
by Vritra, was overcome by sfc tipi faction, the sage Va<;ishtha 
restored him to his senses by uttering Sa,m<ms.f u 


* ‘Astha 5 is efforts.— -T. 

t ‘Bath&nt&ra’ is another name for certain Samans, which are so 
called because of men being able to cross the world with their aid as 
by a car. ( Hatha car, and tri to cross.— T. 



» ‘Praising thee, for thy victory, &e., ! i. e., the Bishis are uttering 
kymns of praise for conferr ing victory on thee V— T. 

' ' + ‘Baud. rail 1 may mean also ‘appertaining to Budra, which is ano- 
ther name of Mahadeva.— T. 
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“ ‘Vagishtba said,— Thou art the foremost of the gods, 

O chief of the deities, 0 slayer of Daityas and Asuras i 
The strength of the three worlds is in thee ! Why, then, 

O Cakra, dost thou languish so !** There, Brahman, and 
Vishnu, and Civa, that lord of the universe, the illustrious 
and divine Soma, and all the highest Rishis, (stand, behold- 
ing thee) F Do not, 0 Cakra, yield to weakness, like an 
ordinary person ! Firmly resolved on battle, slay thy foes, 

Q chief of the celestials! 0 ' 4 There, that Master of all the 
worlds, viz., the Three- eyed (Civa), the adored of all the 
worlds, is eyeing thee ! Cast off this stupifaction, 0 chief 
of the celestials ! 85 There, those regenerate Rishis, headed 
by Vrihaspati, are praising thee, for thy victory, in celestial 
-hymns !*— m 

"Bhishma continued,— ‘While Vasava of great energy was 
thus being restored to consciousness by the high-souled. Va- 
<;.ishtha, his strength became greatly enhanced. 27 The illus- 
trious chastiser of Paka then, relying upon his intelligence, 
had recourse to high Yoga and with its aid dispelled these 
illusions of Vritra 38 Then Vrihaspati, the son of Angiras, 
•and those foremost of Rishis possessed of great prosperity, 
beholding the prowess of Vritra, repaired to Mahadeva, and 
impelled by the desire of benefiting the three worlds, urged 
him to destroy the great A sura. 2 ® The energy of that illus- 
trious lord of the universe thereupon assumed the character 
of a fierce fever and penetrated the body of Vritra the lord 
of A sums. f 30 The illustrious and divine Vishnu, adored of 
all the worlds, bent upon protecting the universe, entered 
the thunderbolt of Indra. 81 Tr.an Vrihaspati of great in- 
telligence, and Vaqishtha of exceeding energy, and all the 
other foremost of Rishis, repairing to Him of a hundred 
sacrifices, si viz., the boon-giving Vasava, the adored of all 
the worlds, addressed him, saying, — Slay Vritra, 0 puissant 
■one, without delay ! — 38 



Farm]’ e antipasti* . * $6 T 

“ ‘Mahegwara said, — Yonder, O Cakra, stands the great 
Tritra, accompanied by a great force ! He is the soul of 
the universe, capable of going everywhere, endued with large 
powers of illusion, and possessed of great celebrity/ 4 This 
foremost of Asuras is, therefore, incapable of being vanquish- 
ed by even the three-worlds united together. Aided by Yoga, 
do thou slay him, 0 chief of the deities. Do not disregard 
him ! 36 For full sixty thousand years, 0 chief of the celes- 
tials, Yritra had practised the severest penances for obtaining 
strength. Brahman gave him the boons he had solicited, 36 
«, the greatness that belongs to Yogins, large powers of 
-illusion, excess of might, and superabundant energy/ 7 I 
impart to thee my energy, 0 Yasava 1 The Danava has now- 
lost his coolness. Do thou, therefore, slay him now with thy 
thunderbolt ! — 38 

“ ‘Cakra said, — Before thy eyes, 0 foremost of gods, I 
shall, through thy grace, slay with my thunderbold this in- 
vincible son of Diti ! — ’ s9 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘When the great Asura or Daitya 
was overtaken by that fever (born of Mahadova’s energy), 
the deities and the Rishis, filled with joy, uttered loud 
cheers/ 0 At the same time drums, and conchs of loud blare, 
and kettle-drums and tabors began to beat and blow by 
thousands/ 1 Suddenly all the Asuras became afflicted with* 
the loss of memory. In a trice, their powers of illusion also 
disappeared/ 2 The Rishis and the deities, ascertaining the- 
foe to be thus possessed, uttered the praises of both Cakra 
and I$ana, and began to urge the former (to make no delay 
in destroying Yritra)/ 3 The form that Indra assumed on 
the eve of the encounter, while seated on his car and while 
his praises were being hymned by the Rishis, became such 
that none could look at it without awe/ 


* This account of the encounter between Yritra and It 
tanfcially different from what occurs in the Vana Pare an. 
the part the Rishis are made to take in the slaughter < 
is certainly censurable. The great Rishis* even for benerLti 
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Section CCLXXXII. 

"Bhishma said,— ‘Listen, O king, to me as I tell thee the 
symptoms that appeared on the body of Vritra when he was 
overtaken by that fever (born of the energy of Mahadeva). 1 
The heroic Asura’s mouth began to emit flames of fire. He 
became exceedingly pale. His body began to tremble all 
over. His breath became hard and thick. 2 His hair stood on 
end. His memory, 0 Bharata, issued out of his mouth in 
the form of a fierce, dreadful, and inauspicious jackal. 
Burning and blazing meteors fell on his right and left. 3 
Vultures and kanleas and cranes, gathering together, uttered 
fierce cries, as they wheeled over Vritra’s head. 4 Then, in 
that encounter, Indra, adored by the gods, and armed with 
the thunderbolt, looked hard at the Daitya as the latter sat 
on his car. 0 Possessed by that violent fever, the mighty 
Asura, O monarch, yawned and uttered inhuman cries.* 6 
While the Asura was yawning, Indra hurled his thunder- 
bolt at him. Endued with exceedingly great energy and 
resembling the fire that destroys the creation at the end of 
the Yuga, that thunderbolt overthrew in a trice Vritra of 
gigantic form. 7 Loud shouts were once more uttered by the 
gods on all sides when they beheld Vritra slain, O bull of 
Bharata’s race ! 8 Having slain Vritra, Maghavat, that foe of 
the Danavas, possessed of great fame, entered heaven with 
that thunderbolt pervaded by Vishnu. 9 Just then, 0 thou 


worlds, would not certainly injure any creature. In the above account, 
Vagishtha and Vrihaspati and the others are very much represented as 
persons who have bet largely on Indra’s success. In the account 
occurring in the Tana Parvan, Indra is represented as standing j H 
aweful dread of Vritra and hurling his thunderbolt without e°ven 
deliberate aim, and refusing to believe that his foe was dead till assur- 
ed by all the deities. The present account seems to be a much older 
one than that in the Vanot Pctrvcm. — -T. 

* ‘Amamisham’ is laterally ‘inhuman.' The use of such words are 

due to temporary forgetfulness in such connections. Like Homer, 
\ yasa also nods,— T. , £’ 



* ‘VadhyS.* is the sin of slaughter in her embodied form.— -T. 
t f Dwijapravaravadhy& J means the slaughter of a superior person 
of the regenerate order. Indeed, Vritra was a lineal descendant of 
the great sage Ka^yapa, the common progenitor of the Devas and 
A suras. Then, again, Yrifrra was certainly a very superior person.— 1 T« 
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of Kura’s race, the sin of Brahmanicide (in her embodied 
form), fierce and awful and inspiring all the worlds with 
dread, issued out of the body of the slain Vritra. 1 Of 
terrible teeth and awful mien, hideous for ugliness, and 
dark and tawny, with hair dishevelled, and dreadful eyes, 

0 Bharata, 11 with a garland of skulls round her neck, and 
looking like an (Atharvan) Incantation (in its embodied form) 

O bull of Bharata’s race, covered all over with blood, and 
clad in rags and barks of trees, 0 thou of righteous soul, 12 
she came out of Vritra’s body. Of such dreadful form and 
mien, 0 monarch, she sought the wielder of the thunderbolt 
(for possessing him). 13 A little while after, 0 thou of Kuril’s 
race, the slayer of Vritra, on some purpose connected with 
the good of the three worlds, was proceeding towards heaven. 14 
Beholding Indra of great energy thus proceeding on his 
mission, she seized the chief of the deities and from that 
moment stuck to him.* 15 When the sin of Brahmanicide 
thus stuck to his person and inspired him with terror, Indra 
entered the fibres of a lotus-stalk and dwelt there for many 
long years. 18 But the sin of Brahmanicide pursued him 
closely. Indeed, 0 son of Kuru, seized by her, Indra be- 
came deprived of ail his energies. 17 He made great efforts for 
driving her from him, but all those efforts proved abortive, 18 
Seized by her, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, the chief of the 
deities at last presented himself before the Grandsire and 
worshipped him by bending his head low. 13 Understanding 
that Oakra was possessed by the sin of Brahmanicide, Brah^ 
man began to reflect, 0 best of the Bharatas, (upon the 
means of freeing his suppliant). 28 The Grandsire at last, 
O thou of mighty arms, addressed Brahmanicide in a sweet 
voice as if from the desire of pacifying her, and said, 21 — 0 
amiable one, let the chief of the celestials, who is a favorite 



* The rule or ordinance referred to is about the killer of a Bralv 
a being liable to be overtaken by the sin of Brakmanicide.— 


of mine, be freed from thee ! Tell me, what shall I do for 
thee ? What wish of thine shall I accomplish ?— 22 

“ ‘Brahmanicide said, — When the Creator of the three 
worlds, when the illustrious god adored by the universe, 
hath been pleased with me, I regard my wishes as already 
accomplished. Let my residence be now appointed l 23 Desir- 
ous of preserving the worlds, this rule had been made by 
thee ! It was thou, 0 lord, that hadst introduced this im- 
portant ordinance.* 24 As thou hast been gratified with me,. 
O righteous Lord, 0 puissant Master of all the worlds, I 
shall certainly leave Cakra ! But grant me an abode to 
dwell in ! — ” 25 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘The Grandsire replied unto Brah~ 
manieide, saying, — So be it 1 — Indeed, the Grandsire dis- 
covered means for dispelling Brahmanicide from the person 
of Indra. 26 The Self-create recollected the high-souled Agni* 
The latter immediately presented himself to Brahman and 
said these words ; 27 — 0 illustrious and divine Lord, 0 thou 
that are without any defect, I have appeared before thee ! It 
behooveth thee to say what I shall have to accomplish !— 28 
“ ‘Brahman said, — I shall divide this sin of Brahmanicide 
into several portions. For freeing Cakra from her, do thou 
take a fourth portion of that sin ! — 29 

“ ‘Agni said, — How shall I be rescued from her, O Brah- 
man ? 0 puissant Lord, do thou appoint the way 1 I desire 
to know the means (of my own rescue) in detail, 0 adored 
of all the worlds I 30 — 

“ ‘Brahman said,— Unto that man who, overwhelmed by 
the quality of Tamas, will abstain from offering thee as an 
oblation, when he beholds thee in thy blazing form, seeds, 
herbs, and juices, 81 that portion of Brahmanicide which thou 
wilt* take upon thyself shall immediately enter, and leaving 
thee shall dwell in him ! O carrier of oblations, let the fever 
of thy heart be dispelled I s2 — ’ 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Thus addressed by the Grandsire, the 
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eater of oblations and sacrificial offerings accepted his com- 
mand. A fourth of that sin then entered his person, O 
king F The Grandsire then summoned the trees, the herbs, 
and all kinds of grass to him, and solicited them to taka 
upon themselves a fourth of that sin. 34 Addressed by him, 
the trees and herbs and grasses became as much agitated as 
Agni had been at the request, and they replied unto the 
Grandsire, saying, 85 — How shall we, 0 Grandsire of all the 
worlds, be ourselves rescued from this sin ? It behooveth 
thee not to afflict us that have already been afflicted by the 
fates ! r ® 0 god, we have always to endure heat and cold and 

the showers (of the clouds) driven by the winds, in addition 
to the cutting and the tearing (that we have to suffer at the 
hands of men) ! 87 We are willing, 0 Lord of the three 
worlds, to take at thy command (a portion of ) this sin of 
Brahmanicide. Let the means, however, of our rescue be 
pointed out to us l 3 " — 5 

“ ‘Brahman said, — This sin that you shall take shall pos- 
sess the man who through stupifaction of judgment will cut 
or tear any of you when Parva days come F — * 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Thus addressed by the high-souled Brah- 
man, the trees and herbs and grasses adored the Creator and 
then went away without tarrying there. 40 The Grandsire of 
all the worlds then summoned the Apsaras and gratifying them 
with sweet words, 0 Bharata, said, 41 — This foremost of ladies, 
viz., Brahmanicide, has come out of Indra’s person. Solicited 
by me, do you take a fourth portion of her into your own 
persons (for saving the Chief of the deities) l 42 — 

“ ‘The Apsaras said, — 0 Lord of all the gods, at thy 
command we are fully willing to take a portion of this sin. 
But, 0 Grandsire, do thou think of the means by which we 
ourselves may be freed from (the effects of ) this understand- 
ing (that we make with thee) F— 

“ ‘Brahman said,— Let the fever of your hearts be dis- 
pelled 1 The portion of this sin that you will take upon 
yourselves shall leave you for instantly possessing that man 
who will seek congress with women in their menstrual sea- 
son r — 44 
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“Bhishma continued, — 'Thus addressed by the Grandsire, 
O bull of Bharata’s race, the diverse tribes of the Apsaras, 
with cheerful souls, repaired to their respective places and 
began to sport in delight. 45 The illustrious Creator of the 
three worlds, endued with great ascetic merit, then recollected 
the Waters which immediately came to him. 46 Arrived at 
the presence of Brahman of immeasurable energy, the Waters 
bowed unto him and said these words : 47 — We have come 
before thee, 0 chastiser of foes, at thy command 1 0 puis- 
sant Master of all the worlds, tell us what we are to accom- 
plish r 4s — 

“ ‘Brahman said, — This dreadful sin hath taken possession 
of Indra in consequence of his having slain Vritra. Take ye 
a fourth part of Brahmanicide ! 49 — 

“ ‘The Waters said, — Let it be as thou commandesfc, O 
master of all the worlds. It behooveth thee, however, O 
puissant Lord of ours, to think of the means by which we 
may (in our turn) be rescued from (the consequence of ) this 
understanding ! 50 Thou art the Lord of all the deities, and 
the supreme refuge of the universe ! Who else is there to 
whom we may pay our adorations so that he may relieve us 
from distress l 51 — 

“ ‘Brahman said, — Unto that man who stupified by his 
understanding and regarding ye lightly will cast into ye 
phlegm and urine and excreta, 6r this one shall immediately 
go and thenceforth reside in him. It is in this way, verily 
I say unto ye, that your rescue shall be accomplished P — ’ 

“Bhishma continued, ^‘Then the sin of Brahmanicide* 
0 Yudhishthira, leaving the chief of the deities, proceeded 
to the abodes that were ordained for her at the Grandsire’s 
command. 54 It was thus, 0 ruler of men, that Indra had 
become afflicted by that dreadful sin, (and it was thus that 
he got rid of her). With the Grandsire’s permission Indra 
then resolved to perform a Horse-sacrifice. 56 It is heard, 
0 monarch, that Indra having been thus possessed by the 
sin of Brahmanicide afterwards became cleansed of her 
through that Sacrifice. 56 Regaining Ms prosperity and slaying 
thousands of foes, great was the joy that Vasava obtained* 
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0 lord of Earth F From the blood of Yritra, 0 son of 
Pritha, were born high-crested cocks. For this reason those 
fowls are unclean (as food) for the regenerate classes, and 
those ascetics that have undergone the rite of initiation ! 5a 
Under all circumstances, 0 king, do thou accomplish what 
is agreeable to the twice-born, for these, 0 monarch, are 
known as gods on Earth ! 69 It was in this way, 0 thou of 
Kurus race, that the mighty Asura Yritra was slain by 
Oakra of immeasurable energy by the aid of subtle intelli- 
gence and through the application of means, 00 Thou also, 
0 son of Kunti, unvanquished on Earth, wilt become another 
Indra and the slayer of all thy foes P Those men who, on 
every frarva day, will recite this sacred narrative of Yritra 
In the midst of Brahman as shall never be stained by any 
sin. 6 ' 4 I have now recited to thee one of the greatest and 
most wonderful feats of Indra connected with Yritra. What 
else dost thou wish to hear T 


Section COLXXXIIL 




* ‘Anadhrisyam* is, literally, iinvanquishable. — T. 
f Uma or Parvati, the daughter of Himavat, the spouse of Civa. — T. 
| The Seli-create Brahman at first created, by fiat* of his holy 
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could go.* On that mountain summit the divine Mahadeva 
used to sit in splendour as if on a bed-stead adorned with 
gold. 6 The daughter of the king of mountains, sitting b y 
his side, shone in brilliance.f The high-souled deities, the 


Yasus of immeasurable energy, 7 the high-souled A^wins, 


those foremost of physicians, and king Vaitjravana waited upon 
fey many a Guhyaka, 8 — that lord of the Yakshas, endued 
with prosperity and puissance, and having his abode on the 
summit of Kailasa, — all waited upon the high-souled Maha- 
deva. And the great sage lianas, 9 and the foremost of 
Bishis having Sanatkumara for their first, and the other 
celestial Bishis headed by Angiras, 10 and the Gandharva 
Yigwavasu, and Narado and Parvata, and the diverse tribes 
of Apsaras, all came there to wait upon the Master of the 
universe. 11 A pure and auspicious breeze, bearing diverse 
kinds of perfumes, blew there. The trees that stood there 
were adorned with the flowers of every season. 12 A large 
number of Yidyadharas and Siddhas and ascetics too, O 
Bharata, repaired thither for waiting upon Mahadeva, that 
Lord of all creatures. 13 Many ghostly beings also, of di- 
verse forms and aspects, and many dreadful Rakshasas and 
mighty Pigaehas, 1 * of diverse aspects, mad with joy, and 
armed with diverse kinds of uplifted weapons, forming the 
train of Mahadeva, were there, every one of whom resembled 
a blazing fire in energy. 16 The illustrious Nandi stood there 
at the command of the great god, blazing with his own 
energy and armed with a lance that resembled a flame of 
fire. 10 Ganga also, that foremost of all Rivers and born of 
all sacred waters in the universe, waited there in her em- 
bodied form, 0 son of Kurus race, upon that illustrious 
deity. 17 Thus adored by the celestial Rishis and the gods, 
the illustrious Mahadeva of immeasurable energy dwelt on 
that summit of Meru, 18 

‘'After sometime had passed away, the Prajapati Dafesha* 
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commenced to perform a Sacrifice according to the anciens 
rites (laid down in the Vedas). 19 Unto that Sacrifice oj 
Daksha, all the deities headed by Cakra, assembling together, 
resolved to repair. 20 
souled deities, with the permission 
their celestial cars resembling the fire 
our, and proceeded to that spot (< 
the Ganges is said to issue. 21 3 


It hath been heard by us that the high- 
of Mahadeva, mounted 
or the Sun in splend- 
on the Himavat) whence 
Beholding the deities depart, 
the excellent daughter of the- king of mountains, addressed 
her divine spouse, viz,, the Lord of all creatures, and 
said, 22 * — 0 illustrious one, whither are those deities head- 
ed by Cakra going ? 0 thou that art conversant with 

the truth, tell me* truly, for a great doubt has filled my 
mind I 2? — 

“ ‘Mahe^wara said, — 0 lady that art highly blessed, the 
excellent Prajapati Daksha is adoring the- gods in a Horse- 
sacrifice ! These- denizens of heaven are proceeding even 
thither ! 24 — 

« <XJma said,— Why, 0 Mahadeva, dost thou not proceed 
to that Sacrifice ? What objection is there of thy going to 
that place- ? 26 — 

' ti ‘Mahegwara said, — 0 highly blessed lady, the- deities in 
days of yore made an arrangement in consequence of which 
no share was assigned to me of offerings in all Sacrifices. 2 
Agreeably to the course that was sanctioned in consequence 
of that arrangement, 0 thou of the fairest complexion, the 
deities do not give me, following the old custom, any share 
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filled with great grief* 0 sinless one, and a tremour over- 
takes me from head to foot ! 2S — ’ 

“Bhislima continued, — ‘The goddess ( Parvati ), having 
ssaid these words unto her divine spouse, the Lord of all 
creatures, 0 monarch, remained silent, her heart burning 
the while in grief.* 0 Then Mahadeva, understanding what 
was in her heart and what her thoughts were (for wiping off 
that disgrace), addressed Nandi, saying, — Wait here (by the 
goddess) l 31 Summoning all his Yoga force, that Lord of 
all lords of Yoga, that god of gods, that wielder of Pinaka, 
possessed of mighty energy, quickly proceeded to the place 
(where Daksha was sacrificing) accompanied by all his terri- 
ble followers and destroyed that Sacrifice. Amongst these 
followers of his, some uttered loud cries, and some laughed 
terribly, 32 " 33 and some, 0 king, extinguished the (Sacrificial) 
fires with blood ; and some, possessed of awful faces, pulling 
up the sacrificial stakes, began to whirl them. Others be- 
gan to devour those that were ministering to the Sacrifice. 34 
Then that Sacrifice, thus afflicted on every side, assumed the 
form of a deer and sought to fly away through the skies. 36 
Ascertaining that the Sacrifice was running away in that 
form, the puissant Mahadeva began to pursue him with bow 
and arrow. 36 In consequence of the wrath that then filled 
the heart of that foremost of all gods, possessed of immea- 
surable energy, a dreadful drop of sweat appeared on his 
forehead. 37 When that drop of sweat fell down on the Earth* 
there forthwith appeared a blazing fire resembling the (all 
destructive) conflagration that appears at the end of the 
Yuga. 38 From that fire issued a dreadful being, 0 monarch, 
of very short stature, possessed of blood-red eyes and a green. 
beard. 83 His body was covered entirely with hair like a 
hawk’s or an owl’s, and his hair stood erect. Of dreadful 
aspect, his complexion was dark and his attire blood-red. 
Like a fire burning a heap of dry grass or straw, that Being 
of great energy quickly consumed the embodied form of 
; Sacrifice. 40 Having accomplished that feat, he then rushed 
v|$®wards the deities and the Rishis that had assembled there, 
The deities, filled with fear, fled in all directions, 41 In c.on- 
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sequence of that Being’s tread, the Earth, 0 monarch, be- 
gan to tremble,* 42 Exclamations of Oh and Alas arose 
throughout the universe. Marking this, the puissant Grand- 
sire, showing himself unto Mahadeva, addressed him in the 
following words. 43 

“ 'Brahman said, — 0 puissant one, the deities will hence- 
forth yield thee a share of the sacrificial offerings ! 0 Lord 
of all the deities, let this wrath of thine be withdrawn 
by thee I 44 0 scorcher of foes, there, those gods, and the 

Bishis, in consequence of thy wrath, 0 Mahadeva, have 
become exceedingly agitated ! 45 This Being also, that hath 
sprung from thy sweat, 0 foremost of gods, shall wander 
among creatures, 0 righteous-souled one, under the name 
of Fever ! 4e 0 puissant one, if the energy of this Being 

remains all collected together, then the entire Earth herself 
will not be able to bear him. Let him, therefore, be distri- 
buted into many parts l 47 — When Brahman had said these 
words, and when his proper share was appointed of the sacri- 
ficial offerings, Mahadeva replied unto the Grandsire of great 
energy, saying,— So be it l 4 * — Indeed, the wielder of Pinaka, 
viz., Bhava, smiled a little and became filled with joy. 
And he accepted the share that the Grandsire appointed of 
the offerings in sacrifices. 49 Conversant with the properties 
of everything, Mahadeva then distributed Fever into many 
portions, for the peace of all creatures. Listen, 0 son, as 
to how he did this l 60 The heat that is perceptible in the 
heads of elephants the bitumen of mountains, f the moss 
that floats on water, the slough of snakes, 61 the sores that 
appear in the hoofs of bulls, the sterrile tracts of Earth that 
are full of saline matter, the dulness of vision of all ani- 
mals, 62 the diseases that appear in the throats of horses, 
the crests appearing on the heads of peacocks, the eye- disease 


* There are three vocatives in this Terse, expressive, of course, of 
great surprise. I ommifc them in the translation. — T. 

t A kind of substance like lac that oozes out of the stones of cer- 
tain mountains during the hot months. It is also called Cil&jit, is 
taken internally by many men in the belief that it increases digestion 
and strength.— T. 
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nf the' koel * each of these was named Fever by the high- 
« M-bWu." This is -hat tab- btad by ~ 

The liver-disease also o£ sheep, aud the hiccup of parrots «e 
also each known as forms of Fever. To this most bo added, 
the toil that tigers undergo, for that also, 0 righteous l ug, 
is known as a form of Fever. 64 Besides these, 0 Bharata, 
amongst men, Fever enters all bodies at the time of birth, 
of death, and on other occasions. 65 This then that is called 
Fever is known to be the dreadful energy of Mahejwara. 

He is endued with authority over all creatures and should, 
therefore, be held in respect and worshipped by all. it 
was by him that Vritra, that foremost of virtuous persons, 
was overtaken when he yawned. It was then that Can® 
hurled his thunderbolt at him” The thunderbolt, penetrat- 
ing the body of Vritra, 0 Bharata, divided him m twain. 
Divided in twain by the thunderbolt, the mighty Asuia 
possessed of great Yoga powers, proceeded to the region o 
Vishnu of immeasurable energy. 68 It was m consequence of 
his devotion to Vishnu that he had succeeded m overwhelm- 
ing the whole universe. And it was in consequence of his 
devotion to Vishnu that he ascended, when 
region of Vishnu. 68 Thus, 0 son, adverting to the story of 
Vritra have I recited to thee the narrative in detail, of 
Tgever ! Upon what else shall X apeak to thee - 

who will read this account of the origin of Fever with c 
attention and cheerful heart shall become free from disease 

and shall always have happiness .for his share. 

gladness he shall have aU the wishes accomplished upon 
which he may set his heart.’ 61 

Section CCLXXXIV. 

Janamejaya said, -“How, O Brahmana, was the Horse- 
sacrifice of the PrajapatiDaksha, the son o^Pracheta^- 
•troyed during the age of Vaivaswata Mann ? 6 Underhand 
ing that the goddess Uma had become filled with rage an 

* The Indian cuckoo, noted for his clear musical kuhus. This is 
favorite bird of Indian 

' ■ ' : ■: ; . V ; . : ; /y 



grief, the puissant Mahadeva, who is the soul of all things, 
gave way to wrath. How, again, through his grace, was 
Daksha enabled to reunite the divided limbs of that Sacri- 
fice? I desire to know all this, Tell me all this, 0 Brah- 
man a, truly as it occurred.” 2 

Vaigampayana said, — “In days of yore Daksha made 
arrangements for performing a Sacrifice on the breast of 
Himavat in that sacred region inhabited by Bishis and Sid- 
dhas where the Ganges issues out of the mountains. ? Over- 
grown with trees and creepers of diverse kinds, that spot 
abounded with Gandharvas and Apsaras, Surrounded by 
crowds of Bishis, Daksha, that foremost of virtuous men, 4 
that progenitor of creatures, was waited -upon by the deni- 
zens of the Earth, the firmament, and the heavens, with 
their hands joined together in reverence. 6 The gods, the 
Danavas, the Gandharvas, the Figachas, the Snakes, the 
Rakshasas, the two Gandharvas named Baha and Huhu, 
Tumvuru and Narada, 6 Vigwavasu, Vigwasena, the Gandhar- 
vas and the Apsaras, the Adityas, the Vasus, the Budras, 
the Saddhyas, the Maruts, 7 all came there with Indra for 
sharing in the Sacrifice. The drinkers of heat, the drinkers 
of Soma, the drinkers of smoke, the drinkers of Ajya, 8 the 
Bishis, and the Pitris, came there with the Brahman as. 
These, and many other living creatures belonging to the 
four orders, 9 viz,, viviporous and oviparous and filth-born 
and vegetable, were invited to that Sacrifice. The gods also, 
with their spouses, respectfully invited thereto, came on their 
celestial cars and seated thereon shone like blazing fires. 10 
Beholding them, the Bishi Dadhichi became filled with grief 
and wrath, and said,— This is neither a Sacrifice nor a 
meritorious rite of religion, since Budra is not adored in 
it. 11 Ye are certainly exposing yourselves to death and 
chains ! Alas, how untoward is the course of time ! Stupi- 
fied by error you do not behold that destruction awaits you ! 
A terrible calamity stands at your door in course of this 
great Sacrifice 1 Ye are blind to it !’ 12 Having said these 
words, that great Yogin saw into the future with eyes of 
(Yoga) contemplation. He beheld Mahadeva, and his divine 
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worshipped, a man incurs the sin of homicide for ever. 18 I 
have never before spoken an untruth, and an untruth I shall 
never speak. Here in the midst of the gods and the Rishis 
I say the truth ! L7 The Protector of all creatures, the Crea- 
tor of the universe, the Lord of all, the Puissant master, the 
taker of sacrificial offerings, will soon come to this Sacrifice 
and you all shall see him !’ 18 

“Daksha said, — ‘We have many Rudras armed with lances 
and bearing matted locks on their heads. They are eleven in 
number. I know them all, but I do not know who this (new 
Rudra) Maheqwaru is !’ 1S 

“Dadhiehi said, — ‘This seems to be the counsel of all that 
are here, vis., that Maheqwara should not be invited. As, 
however, I do not behold any god that can be said to be 
superior to him, I am sure that this proposed Sacrifice of 
Daksha will certainly be overtaken by destruction l’ 20 

“Daksha said, — ‘Here, in this vessel of gold, intended for 
the Lord of all Sacrifices, is the sacrificial offering sanctified 
by mantras and (rites) according to the ordinance. I intend 
to make this offering unto Vishnu who is beyond compare. 
He is puissant and the Master of all, and unto Him should 
sacrifices be performed !’ n 

"Meanwhile,” continued Vaiqampayana, “the goddess Uma, 
sitting with her lord, said these words. 

“Uma said, — ‘What are those gifts, what those vows, and 
what those penances, that I should make or undergo by 
means of which my illustrious husband may be able to obtain 
a half or a third share of the offerings in sacrifices. 28 Unto 
hia wife who was agitated with grief and who repeated these 



* I, e., — Thou, however, art not so ; therefore, it is a matter of 
surprise that thou shouldsc not jet know me. The sense is not at all 
difficult, but K. P. Bingha skips over it. — T. 

t Both the Vernacular translators have erred in rendering this line. 
What Mahfideva says to Uma is, — bow is it that you have thus been 
stupified ? It is thou that stupifiest others l To see thee stupified has 
' created surprise in me !—I\ ' 


words the illustrious Mahadeva said with a joyous counte- 
nance, — -‘Thou dost not know me, 0 goddess ! Thou Know- 
est not, 0 thou of delicate limbs and low belly, what words 
are proper to be addressed to the Lord of Sacrifices ! 23 0 

lady of large eyes, 1 know that it is only the sinful, who are 
bereft of contemplation, that do not understand me.* It is 
through thy power of illusion that the deities with Indra at 
their head and the three worlds all become sfcupified.f 24 • It 
is to me that the chaunters utter their praises in Sacrifices. 
It is to me that the Saman-singers sing their Ratkantaras . 
It is to me that Brahmanas conversant with the Vedas per- 
form their Sacrifices. And it is to me that the Addharyus 
dedicate the shares of sacrificial offerings f 25 

“The goddess said, — 'Persons of even ordinary abilities 
applaud themselves and indulge in brag in the presence of 
their spouses. There is no doubt in this/® 8 

“The holy one said, — ‘0 Queen of all the gods, I do not 
certainly applaud my own self. Behold now, Q lady of slender 
waist, what I do ! Behold the -Being that I will create, 
O thou of the fairest complexion, for (destroying) this Sacri- 
fice (that has displeased thee), 0 my beautiful spouse l 2 ' — ' 
“Having said these words unto his spouse Uma who was 
dearer to him than his own life, the puissant Mahadeva 
Created from his mouth a terrible Being whose very sight 
could make one’s hair stand pn its end. The blazing flames 
that emanated from his body rendered him exceedingly awful 
to behold. His arms were many in number and in each was 
a weapon that struck the beholder with fear. 8 * That Being, 
thus created, stood before the great god, with joined hands, 
and said, — ‘What commands shall I have to accomplish V 
Mahe^wara answered him, telling, — 'Go and destroy the 
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Sacrifice of Daksha !’ s9 -— Thus ordered, that Being of leonine 
prowess who had issued from the mouth of Mahadeva, desired 
to destroy the Sacrifice of Daksha, without putting forth 
all his energy and without the assistance of any one else, 
for dispelling the wrath of Uma . s0 Urged by her wrath, the 
spouse of Maheqwara, herself assuming a dreadful form that 
5 known by the name of Mahakali, proceeded in the com- 
any of that Being who had issued from Mahadeva’s mouth, 
for witnessing with her own eyes the act of destruction which 
was her own (for it was she who had impelled her lord to 
.ccomplish it for her sake). That mighty Being, then set 
out, having obtained the permission of Mahadeva and hav- 
ng bowed his head unto him . 31 In energy, strength, and 
form, he resembled Mahe<jwara himself who had created him. 
Indeed, he was the living embodiment of (Mahadeva’s) wrath . 32 
Of immeasurable might and energy, and of immeasurable 
courage and prowess, he came to be called by the name of 
Yirabhadra— that dispeller of the goddess’s wrath. He then 
created from the pores of his body a large number of spirit- 
chiefs known by the name of Raumyas . 33 Those fierce bands 
of spirits, endued with terrible energy and prowess and re- 
sembling Rudra himself on that account, rushed with the 
force of thunder to that place where Daksha was making 
preparations for his sacrifice, impelled by the desire of des- 
troying it. Possessed of dreadful and gigantic forms, they 
numbered by hundreds and thousands . 31 They filled the sky 
with their confused cries and shrieks. That noise filled the 
denizens of heaven with fear . 35 The very mountains were 
•riven and the Earth trembled. Whirlwinds began to blow. 
The Ocean rose in a surge . 36 The fires that were kindled 
refused to blaze up. The Sun became dimmed. The Planets, 

. the stars, and constellations, and the Moon, no longer shone . 37 
The Rishis, the gods, and human beings, looked pale. A 
universal darkness spread over Earth and sky. The insulted 
Rudras began to set fire to everything . 53 Some amongst 
them of terrible form began to smite and strike. Some tore 
he sacrificial stakes. Some began to grind and others 

i of wind oi thought, some 
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began 1 to rush close and far. Some began to break the 
sacrificial vessels and the celestial ornaments. The scatterea 
fragments strewed the ground like stars bespangling the 
firmament. 40 Heaps of excellent viands, of bottles of drink, 
and of edibles there were that looked like mountains. Rivers 
of milk ran on every side, with clarified butter and Pdyasa 
for their mire , 4L creamy curds for their water, and erystalised 
sugar for their sands. Those rivers contained all the six 
tastes. There were lakes of treacle that looked very beauti- 
ful. 42 Meat of diverse kinds, of the best quality, and othed 
edibles of various sorts, and many excellent varieties of 
drink, and several other kinds of food that might be licked 
and sucked, 43 began to be eaten by that army of spirits with 
diverse mouths. And they began to cast off and scatter those 
varieties of food in all directions. In consequence of Rudra’s 
wrath, every one of those gigantic Beings looked like the 
all-destructive Yuga-fire. 44 Agitating the celestial troops 
they caused them to tremble with fear and fly away in all 
directions. Those fierce spirits sported with one another, and 
seizing the celestial damsels shoved and hurled them on all 
sides. 45 Of fierce deeds, those Beings, impelled by Rudra’s 
wrath, very soon burnt that Sacrifice although it was pro- 
tected with great care by all the deities. 46 Loud were the- 
roars they uttered which struck every living creature with 
dread. Having torn off the head of Sacrifice they indulged 
in glee and shouts. 47 Then the gods headed by Brahman, 
and that progenitor of creatures, viz., Daksha, joining their 
hands in reverence, addressed that mighty Being, saying,— 
*Tell us, who thou art/ 48 — 

“Virabhadra said, — -T am neither Rudra nor his spouse 
the goddess Uma. Nor have I come here for partaking of 
the fare ^provided in this Sacrifice). Knowing the fact of 
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This lady (who is my companion), and who is called Bhadra- 
kali, hath sprung from the wrath- of the goddess. We have 
both been despatched by that god of gods, and we have 
accordingly come here. 51 0 foremost of Brahmanas, seek the 
protection of that Lord of the deities, the spouse of Uma 1 
It is preferable to incur even the wrath of that foremost of 
gods than to obtain boons from any other Deity ! 62 — Hearing 
the words of Yirabhadra, Daksha, that foremost of all right- 
eous persons, bowed down unto Mahe$wara and sought to 
gratify him by uttering the following hymn. 53 — ‘I throw 
myself at the feet of the effulgent Igana, who is Eternal, 
Immutable, and Indestructible; who is the foremost of all 
gods, who is endued with high soul, who is the Lord of all 
the universe !’ 5i — [Here follow five and half ylokas which 
appear to be interpolations]. His praises having thus been 
hymned, the great god, Mahadeva, suspending both Prana 
and Apana (the two foremost of the five life-breaths) by 
shutting his mouth properly, 60 and casting (benignant) glan- 
ces on every side, showed himself there. Possessed of many 
eyes, that vanquisher of all foes, that Lord of even the gods 
of all gods, suddenly arose from within the pit in which was 
kept the sacrificial fire. 61 Possessed of the effulgence of a 
thousand Suns, and looking like another Samvartaka, the 
great god smiled gently (at Daksha) and addressing him, 
said, — ‘What, 0 Brahmana, shall I do for you?’ 62 — At this 
juncture, the preceptor of all the deities adored Mahadeva 
•with the Yedic verses; contained in the Moksha sections. 
Then that progenitor of all creatures, viz., Daksha, joining 
Ms hands in reverence, filled with dread and fear, exceedingly 
agitated, and with face and eyes bathed in tears, addressed 
the great god in the following words : — 63 

“Daksha said,— ‘If the great god has been gratified with 
me, — if, indeed, I have become an object of favor with him, 
* — if I have deserved his kindness, — if the great Lord of alt 
creatures is disposed to grant me boons, 64 — then let all these 
articles of mine that have been burnt, eaten, drunk, swallow- 
ed, destroyed, broken, and polluted, — let all these articles, 06 
collected in course of many long years, and with great care 
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and effort, go not for nothing ! Let these articles he of nse 
to me ! Even this is the boon I crave ! °* XJnto him the 
illustrious Hara, the tearer of Bhaga’s eyes, said, — ‘Let it he 
as thou sayest !’ — Even these were the words of that illus- 
trious progenitor of all creatures, that god of three eyes, 
that protector of righteousness.*” Having obtained that 
boon from Bhava, Daksha knelt down to him and adored 
that deity having the bull for his mark, by uttering his 
thousand and eight names.’ ’’ 6i 


Section CCLXXXV. 


“Yudhishthira said, — ‘It behooveth thee, 0 sire, to tell 
me those names by which Daksha, that progenitor of crea- 
tures, adored the great deity. 0 sinless one, a reverent 
curiosity impels me to hear them !’ 1 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Hear, 0 Bharata, what the names, both 
secret and proclaimed, are of that god of gods, that deity of 
extraordinary feats, that ascetic of secret vows. 2 

“ ‘Daksha said, — I bow to thee, 0 lord of all the gods of 
gods, to the destroyer of the forces of the A suras ! Thou art 
the paralyser of the strength of the celestial chief himself ! 
Thou art adored by both gods and Danavas ! s Thou art 
thousand-eyed, thou art fierce-eyed, and thou art three- 
eyed ! Thou art the friend of the ruler of the Yakshas. Thy 
hands and feet extend in all directions to all places. Thy eyes 
also and head and mouth are turned on all sides. 4 Thy ears 
too are everywhere in the universe, and thou art thyself 
everywhere, 0 Lord 1 Thou art shaft-eared, thou art large- 
eared, and thou art pot-eared ! Thou art the receptacle of 
the Oeean ! 5 Thy ears are like those of the elephant, or of 
the bull, or like extended palms. Salutations to thee i Thou 
hast a hundred stomachs, a hundred revolutions, and a 
hundred tongues. I bow to thee ! li The utterers of the 


* Mahadevais called ‘Virupaksha’ in consequence of his three eyes, 
the third eye making his features dreadful to behold. He is also called 
‘Tryaksha’ for his possession of three eyes.— Tv 
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-thee that art the lord of all the gold in the world o s Salu- 
tations to thee that hast been adored, that deservest to be 
adored, and that art still being adored ; to thee that art 
all things, 
of all things'! 19 . 


that devourest all things, and that art the soul 
Salutations to thee that art the Hotri (in 
sacrifices), that art the (Vedic) mantras uttered (in sacri- 
fices), and that ownest white flags and standards. Saluta- 
tions to thee that art the navel of the universe, that art 
both cause and effect in the form of the five primal elements, 
and that art the coverer of all covers. 20 Salutations to thee 
that art called Kri$ana$a, that art of thin limbs, and that 
art thin. Salutations to thee that art always cheerful and 
that art the personification of confused sounds and voices. 21 
Salutations to thee that art about to be stretched on the 
Earth, that art already stretched, and that staudest upright. 
Salutations to thee that art fixed, that art running, that art 
bald, and that bearest matted locks on thy head. 22 Salu- 
tation to thee that art fond of dancing and that strikest thy 
puffed cheeks making thy mouth a drum.* Salutations to 
thee that art fond of lotuses that blow in rivers, and that art 
always fond of singing and playing on musical instruments. 23 
.Salutations to thee that art the eldest-born, that art the fore- 
most of all creatures, and that art the crusher of the Asura 
Vala. Salutations to thee that art the Master of Time, 
that art the personification of Kalpa ; that art the embodi- 
ment of all kinds of destruction great and small. 24 Saluta- 
tions to thee that laughest. awfully and as loud as the 
beat of a drum, and that* obser vest dreadful vows 1 Saluta- 
tions for ever to thee that art fierce, and that hast ten 
arms. 25 Salutations to thee that art armed with bones and 
that art fond of the ashes of funeral pyres. Salutations to 
thee that art awful, that art terrible to behold, and that art 


* Every worshipper of M&hadeva must fill his mouth with air and 
then, shutting his lip?*, strike his cheeks, letting the air gently out at 
each stroke, and helping it with air from the lungs for keeping the 
current steady. By doing this a kind of noise is made like Bom Bom r 
Babam Bom. Mah&deva is himself fond of this music and is represent 
td as often making it,— *T, 



kata' as Nityagamanagila ‘Danda’ as ‘Niyantri.’ — T, 

+ Godhead is frequently likened to ‘anahatacavda’ or sound not per» 
cepfcible by the ear, or-feound in its nascent state,—!* 
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Salutations to 


tongue resem- 


an observer o£ dreadful vows and practices . 28 
thee that ownest an ugly mouth, that hast a 
bling a scimitar, and that hast large teeth. Salutations to 
thee that art fond of both cooked and uncooked meat, and 
that regardest the gourded Vina as highly dear . 27 Saluta- 
tions to thee that causest rain, that helpest the cause of 
righteousness, that art identifiable with the form of Nandi, and 
that art Righteousness’s self ! Salutations to thee that art 
ever moving like wind and the other forces, that art the con- 
troller of all things, and that art always engaged in cooking 
all creatures (in the cauldron of Time ).* 28 Salutations to 
thee that art the foremost of all creatures, that art superior, 
and that art the giver of boons. Salutations to thee that 
hast the best of garlands, the best of scents, and the best of 
robes, and that givest the best of boons to the best of crea- 
tures . 25 Salutations to thee that art attached, that art freed 
from ail attachments, that art of the form of Yoga-contempla- 
tion, and that art adorned with a garland of Aleshas. Salu- 
tations to thee that art united as cause and disunited as 
effects, and that art the form of shadow and of light . 80 Salu- 
tations to thee that art amiable, and that art frightful, and 
that art exceedingly so. Salutations to thee that art aus- 
picious, that art tranquil, and that art most tranquil . 81 Salu- 
tations to thee that art of one leg and many eyes, and that 
hast only one head; to thee that art fierce, to thee that art 
gratified with little offerings, and thee that art fond of 
equity . 82 Salutations to thee that art the artficer of the 
universe, and that art ever united with the attribute of 
tranquility. Salutations to thee that bearest a foe-frighten- 
ing hell, that art of the form of the jingle made by a hell, 
and that art of the form of sound when it is not perceptible 
by the ear.+ ss Salutations to thee that art like a thousand 


* ‘Vriaba’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘vrishti-kartri 
‘Vrishya’ as ‘Dharmavriddhikartri ‘Go-vrisha’ as ‘Nandirupa ‘Katan- 
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bells jingled together, and that art fond of a garland of 
bells, that art like the sound that the life-breaths make, that 
art of the form of all scents and of the confused noise of 
boiling liquids. 24 Salutations to thee that art beyond three 
Hum, and that art fond of two Huns, Salutations to thee 
that art exceedingly tranquil, and that hast the shade of 
mountain trees for thy habitation.* 26 Thou art fond of the 
heart-flesh of all creatures, that cleansest from all sins, and 
that art of the form of sacrificial offerings. Salutations to 
thee that art of the form of Sacrifice, that art the Sacri- 
fleer himself, that art the Brahmana into whose mouth is 
poured the sacrificial butter, and that art the fire into which 
is poured the butter inspired with mantras, f 8u Salutations 
to thee that art of the form of (sacrificial) Ritwijas, that 
hast thy senses under control, that art made of Sattwa, 
and that hast Rajas also in thy make. Salutations to thee 
that art of the form of the banks of Rivers, of Rivers them- 
selves, and of the lord of all Rivers (viz., the Ocean) l 37 . 
Salutations to thee that art the giver of food, that art the 
lord of all food, and that art identical with him that takes 
food 1 Salutations to thee that hast a thousand heads and a 
thousand feet ;* 8 to thee that hast a thousand tridents uplifted 
in thy hands, and a thousand eyes ! Salutations to thee 
that art of the form of the rising Sun, and that art of the 
form of a child, 3a that art the protector of attendants all of 
whom are of the form of children^ and that art, besides, of 
the form of children's toys. Salutations to thee that art old, 
that art covetous, that art already agitated, and that art 
about to be agitated, 40 Salutations to thee that hast locks of 


* ‘Huns’ are mystic sounds that stand as emblems for various 
tilings. ‘Beyond three Huns’ means, perhaps, ‘beyond the influence 
of wrath.’ — T. \ 

t In Sacrifices the butter is poured with mantras into the mouth of 
a selected Brahmana who represents the gods, and into also the sacred 
fire. What is said here is that the great god is of the form of that 
Brahmana and of the sacred fire. — I* 

t This alludes to the sports of Krishna in the groves of Yrinda 
■with the rustic children who were his companions,— T« 

. 62 v ■ .:■■■ 



Jiair marked by the current of the Ganges, and that hast 
locks of hair resembling blades of Munja grass ! Salutations 
to thee that art gratified with the six (well-known) acts, and 
that art devoted to the performance of the three acts.* 41 
Salutations to thee that hast assigned the duties of the 
respective modes of life. Salutations to thee that deservest 
to be praised in sounds, that art of the form of sorrow, and 
that art of the form of deep and confused noise. 42 Salutations 
to thee that hast eyes both white and tawny, as also dark 
and red. Salutations to thee that hast conquered thy vital 
breaths, that art of the form of weapons, that rivest all 
things, and that art exceedingly lean. 43 Salutations to thee 
that always discoursest of Religion, Pleasure, Profit, and 
.Emancipation. Salutations to thee that art a Sankhya that 
art the foremost of Sankhyas, and that art the introducer 
of the Sankhya- Yoga If 41 Salutations to thee that hast a 
car and that art without a car (for thy journeys).* Saluta- 
tions to thee that hast the intersections of four roads for thy 
car ; to thee that hast the skin of a black deer for thy upper 
garments, and that hast a snake for thy sacred thread. 43 
Salutations to thee that art I9a.ua, that art of body as hard 
.as thunderbolt, and that art of green locks. Salutations to 


* The sacred stream of the Ganges, issuing out of Vishnu’s feet, 
•is held by Brahman in his Kammdalw or jar. Thence it issues out, 
•and coursing through the heavens fall down ou the head of Civa for 
Civa alone is mighty enough to bear that fall. The matted locks o 

■Civa bear the mark of the fall. The six well-known acts here referred 
to are Yajana, Yajana, Adhyayana, Adhyapana, Dana, and Pratigraha 
{i. e., performing sacrifices, assisting at the sacrifices of others, study- 
■ing, teaching, making gifts, and accepting gifts). The three acts 111 
which Civa is engaged are Yajana, Adhyayana, and Dana, (i. «., the 
first, the third, and the fifth in the above enumeration.— T. 

t The Commentator explains that by ‘Sankhya’ the speaker means 
-the propounder of the sceptical philosophy.' By ‘Sankhya-mnkhya 
./which I render ‘the foremost of Sankhyas’) is meant ‘follower o e 
theistic philosophy of Patanjala.’ By ‘Sankhya-yoga’ is meant both 
‘Vedanta’ and ‘Yoga.’— T. 

X ‘That hast a car and that hast no car’ means, as the OommenU 
’ explains, ‘capable of coursing, without obstruction) throug a er » 
Fire, Wind, and Space,’ — T. , _ 


MA.BA.BBABA.TA, {MoktshailnarnrG, 


490 




Pavva.l CANT! FAItYA* . 491 

thee that art of three eyes, that art the lord of Amvika, that 
art manifest, and that art Unmanifest.* 43 Salutations to 
thee that art Desire, that art the Giver of all desires, that 
art the Killer of all desires, and that art the discriminator 
between the gratified and the ungratified. Salutations to 
thee that art all things, the Giver of all things, and the Des- 
troyer of all things. Salutations to thee that art the hues 
which appear in the evening sky. 47 Salutations to thee that 
art of mighty strength, that art of mighty arms, that art a 
mighty Being, and that art of great effulgence/ Salutations 
to thee that lookest like a mighty mass of clouds, and that 
art the embodiment of eternity ! Salutations to thee that 
art of well-developed body, that art of emaciated limbs, that 
bearest matted locks on thy head, and that art clad in barks 
of trees and skins of animals. 48 Salutations to thee that 
hast matted locks as effulgent as the Sun or the Fire, and 
that hast barks and skins for thy attire. Salutations to 
thee that art possessed of the effulgence of a thousand Suns, 
and that art ever engaged in penances. 49 Salutations to 
thee that art the excitement of Fever and that art endued, 
with matted locks drenched with the waters of the Ganges 
characterised by hundreds of eddies. Salutations to thee 
that repeatedly revolvest the Moon, the Yugas, and the 
clouds.f 50 Thou art food, thou art he who eats that food, 
thou art the giver of food, thou art the grower of food, 
and thou art the creator of food. Salutations to thee that 
cookest food and. that eatest cooked food, and that art both 
wind and fire ! <JL 0 Lord of all the lords of the gods, thou 
art the four orders of living creatures, viz,, the viviparous,, 
the oviparous, the filth-born, and vegetables. 63 Thou art the „ 
Creator of the mobile and the immobile universe, and thou 
art their Destroyer 1 O foremost of all persons conversant 
with Brahma , they that are conversant with Brahma regard 
thee as Brahma / 53 The utterers of Brahma say that thou 

* ‘Igana* is ‘much desired’ or ‘much coveted by all persons.’ — T* 

t L e,, thou Greatest and destroy eat these repeatedly or settest 
them in motion.— T, 
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art the Supreme source of Mind, and the Refuge upon which 
Space, Wind, and Light rest. Thou art the Riehs and the 
Samans, and the syllable Dm ," 4 O foremost of all deities., 
those utterers of Brahma that sing the Samans constantly 
sing thee when they utter the syllables Hayi-Hayi, Huva- 
Hayi, and Huva-Hoyi .* 56 Thou art made up of the Yajushes, 
of the Richs, and of the offerings poured on the sacrificial 
fire. The hymns contained in the Yedas and the Upanishads 
adore thee If 50 Thou art the Brahmanas and the Kshatriyas, 
the Vai(jyas, and the Cudras, and the other castes formed by 
Intermixture. Thou art those masses of clouds that appear 
in the sky ; thou art Lightning ; and thou art the roar of 
thunder ! 57 Thou art the year, thou art the seasons, thou 
art the month, and thou art the fortnight. Thou art Yuga, 
thou art the time represented by a twinkle of the eye, thou art 
Kdshthft, thou art the Constellations, thou art the Planets, 
thou art Kala . 68 Thou art the tops of all trees, thou art 
the highest summits of all mountains. Thou art the tiger 
agnong the lower animals, thou art Garuda among birds, 
and thou art Ananta among snakes . 59 Thou art the ocean 
of milk among all oceans, and thou art the bow among ins- 
truments for hurling weapons. Thou art the thunder among 
weapons, and thou art Truth among vows . 60 Thou art Aver- 
sion and thou art Desire : thou art attachment and thou art 
stupifaction (of judgment) : thou art Forgiveness and thou 
art Unforgiveness. Thou art Exertion, and thou art Pati- 
ence : thou art Cupidity : thou art Lust and thou art Wrath • 
thou art Victory and thou art Defeat . 61 Thou art armed 
with mace, and thou art armed with shaft : thou art armed 
# with the bow, and thou bearest the Ehaitdnga and the Jhar~ 
jhara in thy hands. Thou art he who cuttest down and 
piercest and smitest. Thou art he who leads (all creatures) 
and he who gives them pain and grief . 62 Thou art Right- 
eousness which is marked by ten virtues ; thou art Wealth 




* These are syllables with all singers of the Samans utter for 
lengthening short words in, order to keep up the metre.— T. 

t L e., He who is adored in these hymns is thyself and no other,— Ti 
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or Profit of every kind; and thou art Pleasure! Thou art 
Ganga, thou art the Oceans, thou art the Rivers, thou art 
the lakes, and thou art the tanks . 63 Thou art the thin creep- 
ers, thou art the thicker creeping plants, thou art all kinds 
of grass, and thou art the deciduous herbs. Thou art all 
the lower animals and thou art the birds. Thou art the 
origin of all objects and acts, and thou art that season which 
yields fruits and flowers / 54 Thou art the beginning and thou 
art the end of the Vedas ; thou art the Gdyatri , and thou 
art Om / 5 Thou art Green, thou art Red, thou art Blue, 
thou art Dark, thou art of Bloody hue, thou art of the color 
of the Sun, thou art Tawny, thou art Brown, and thou art 
Dark-blue .* 08 Thou art without color, thou art of the best 
color, thou art the maker of colors, and thou art without 
comparison. Thou art of the name of Gold, and thou art 
fond of Gold . 07 Thou art Indra, thou art Yama, thou art 
the Giver of boons, thou art the Lord of wealth, and thou 
art Agni. Thou art the Eclipse, thou art the Fire called 
Chitrabhanu, thou art Rahu, and thou art the Sun . 08 Thou 
art the fire upon which sacrificial butter is poured. Thou 
art he who pours the butter. Thou art He in honor of whom 
the butter is poured, thou art the butter itself that is poured, 
and thou art the puissant Lord of ail. Thou art those 
sections of the Brahmans that are called Trisuparna ; thou 
art all the Vedas ; and thou art the sections called Cata- 
rudriya in the Yajushes . 69 Thou art the holiest of holier, 
and the auspicious of all auspicious things. Thou animatest 
the inanimate body. Thou art the Chit that dwellest in the 
•human form. Invested with attributes, thou becomest sub- 
ject to Destruction. Thou art Jiva, that is He who is never 
subject to destruction when uninvested with attributes. 
Thou art full yet thou becomest liable to decay and death 
in the form of the body which is JivaY accompaniment . 70 
Thou art the breath of life, and thou art Sattwa, thou art 
Rajas, thou art Tarnas, and thou art not subject to error. 
Thou art the breaths called Prana, Apana, Samana, Udana, 


* These are the ten eolors known to the Eisrhis.— T. 
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and Vyana. n Thou art the 
shutting of the 
art the act of Yawning, 
turned inwards. Thou ai 
ach .*' 2 The bristles on 
beard is green. Thy I 
swifter than the swiftest, 
principles of music both vocal and 
both vocal and 
roving in the waters, and thou 
Thou art full, thou 
form of all quarrels 
bad time, thou art 
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°P enin g of the eye and the 

eye. Thou art the act of Sneezing and thou 

Thou art of red eyes which are ever 
,f lar S e mouth and large stem- 
s'' body are like needles. Thy 
is turned upwards. Thou art 
Thou art conversant with the 
instrumental, and fond of 
instrumental music.f 72 Thou art a fish 
art a fish entangled in the net. 
art fond of sports, and thou art of the 
1 and d ^Putes. Thou art Time, thou art 
time that is premature, and thou art time 
f 4 Thou art the killing, thou art the 
nd thou art that which is killed. Thou 
nd thou art the adversary, and thou art 
ixiliaries and adversaries. Thou art the 

3 Tv’ , th L ° U art of Iar £ e teeth > and thou 
and Valahaka .$ 75 Thou art manifest in 

dour Tho_ u _ art concealed in consequence 
with Maya (or illusion). Thou art He 

WHO corinects creatures with the fruits of their acts Th^ 

hast a bell m thy hand. Thou playest with all mobile a 
immobile things (as with thy toys). Thou art the cause "of 
all causes. Thou art Brahma (in the form of P ! 
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head is bald, and thou art he -who has his words, deeds, and 
■thoughts under control.* 76 Thou art the four Yugas, thou 
art the four Vedas, thou art he from whom the four (Sacri- 
ficial) fires have flowed.f Thou art the Director of all the 
duties of the four modes of life. Thou art the maker of the 
four Orders. 77 Thou art always fond of dice. Thou art 
cunning. Thou art the chief of the spirits distributed into 
ganas (clans), and their ruler. Thou art adorned with red 
garlands and attired in robes that are red. Thou sleepest on 
the mountain-breast, and thou art fond of the red hue. 78 
Thou art the artizan : thou art the foremost of artists ; and it 
is thou from whom all arts have flowed. Thou art the tearer 
of the eyes of Bhaga ; thou art Fierce,* and thou art he who 
destroyed the teeth of Pushan4 :9 Thou art Swaha, thou art 
Swadha, thou art Vashat, thou art Salutation’s form, and 
thou art the words JSFamas-Namas uttered by all worshippers. 
Thy observances and thy penances are not known to others, 
Thou art Pranava ; thou art the firmament bespangled with 
myriads of stars. 80 Thou art Dhatri, and Vidhatri, and San- 
dhatri, Vidhatri, and the Refuge of all things in the form 
of the Supreme cause, and thou art independent of all Refuge, 
Thou art conversant with Brahma, thou art Penance, thou 
art Truth, thou art the soul of Rrahmacharyya, and thou art 
Simplicity .$ S1 Thou art the soul of all creatures, thou art 
the Creator of all creatures, thou art absolute Existence, 
and thou art the Cause whence the Past, the Present, and 

* ‘Mili«Mili } is explained by the Commentator differently. Accord- 
ing to him, one connected with all things as cause is ‘Mili . 5 It is 
duplicated to show that Civa is always so. . I prefer taking the word as 
meaning ‘cause of causes . 5 ‘The bearer of Danda, with, again, a bald 
liead 5 is a ‘Paramahangsa , 5 i. e., one who has renounced the world and 
its ways, — T. 

t The four Sacrificial fires are Treta, Avasathya, Dakshina, and 
Sahya. — T. 

J ‘Cilpika 5 is one. who is not well-skilled, or is ill-skilled, in the 
arts. It implies a common artizan. — T. 

$ ‘Dhatri' is ‘adikartn’ or Vishnu. ‘Vidhatri 5 is the four-headed 
Brahman, ‘Sandhatri 5 is he who joins all things into one , the second 
J Vidhatri 5 means the desiguer of destinies,— T* 
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the Future, have sprung. Thou art Earth, thou art Fir- 
mament, and thou art Heaven. Thou art Eternal, thou art 
Self-restrained, and thou art the great god . 82 Thou art 
initiated, and thou art not initiated. Thou art forgiving ; 
thou art* unforgiving ; and thou art the chastiser of all 
who are rebellious. Thou art the lunar month, thou art the 
cycle of the Yugas (i. e., Kalpa), thou art Destruction, and 
thou art Creation . 83 Thou art Lust, thou art the vital seed, 
thou art subtile, thou art gross, and thou art fond of gar- 
lands made of Karnikara flowers. Thou hast a face like that 
of Nandi, thou hast a face that is terrible, thou hast a 
handsome face, thou hast an ugly face, and thou art without 
a face . 84 Thou hast four faces, thou hast many faces, and 
thou hast a fiery face when engaged in battles. Thou art 
gold-stomached (i. e Narayana), thou art (unattached to all 
things like) a bird (unattached to the Earth yhence it derives 
its food and to which it belongs), thou art Ananta (the lord 
of migh&y snakes), and thou art Virat (hugest of the huge ). 85 
Thou art the destroyer of Unrighteousness, thou art called 
Mahaparcjwa, thou art Chandadhara, and thou art the chief 
of the spirit-clans. Thou lowedst like a cow, thou wert the 
protector of ldne, and thou hast the lord of bulls for thy 
attendant .* 80 Thou art the protector of the three worlds, 
thou art Govinda, thou art the director of the senses, and 
thou art incapable of being apprehended by the senses. 
Thou art the foremost of ail creatures, thou art fixed, thou 
art immobile, thou tremblest not, and thou art of the form 
of trembling If 37 Thou art incapable of being resisted, thou 
art the destroyer of all poisons, thou art incapable of being 
borne, (in battle), and thou art incapable of being transcend- 
ed, thou canst not be made to tremble, thou canst not 
be measured, thou canst not be vanquished, and thou art 


* The identity of Mahecwara with Narayana or Krishna is here 
preached. In his incarnation of Krishna, Vishnu sported with the 
children of the cowherds of Vrinda and sportively lowed as a cow. 
He also protected the kine of Vrinda from floods, poison, &c. ‘Go- 
vmhegwara 5 is ‘Nandi,’ the attendant of Mahadeva. — T, 

t The word ‘Go’ in ‘Gomargah’ is used to signify the senses,— T« : . 
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victory . - * 88 Thou art of swift speed, thou art the Moon, thou 
art Yama (the universal destroyer), thou bearest (without 
flinching) cold and heat and hunger and weakness and 
disease. Thou art all mental agonies, thou art all physical 
diseases, thou art the curer of all diseases, and thou art 
those diseases themselves which thou curest . 89 Thou art 
the destroyer of my Sacrifice which had endeavoured to 
escape in the form of a deer. Thou art the advent and 
the departure of all diseases. Thou hast a high crest. Thou 
hast eyes like lotus-petals. Thy habitation is in the midst 
of a forest of lotuses . 00 Thou bearest the ascetic’s staff in 
thy hands. Thou hast the three Vedas for thy three eyes. 
Thy chastisements are fierce and severe. Thou art the des- 
troyer of the egg (whence the universe springs). Thou art 
the drinker of both poison and fire, thou art the foremost of 
all deities, thou art the drinker of Soma, thou art the lord 
of the Maruts.f 91 Thou art the drinker of Nectar. Thou 
art the Master of the universe. Thou shinest in glory, and 
thou art the lord of all the shining ones. Thou protectest 
from poison and death, and thou drinkest milk and Soma, 
Thou art the foremost of the protectors of those that have 
fallen off from heaven, and thou protectest him who is the 
first of the deities .^: 92 Gold is thy vital seed. Thou art male, 
thou art female, thou art neuter. Thou art an infant, thou 
art a youth, thou art old in years with thy teeth worn out, 

* ‘Durvaranah 3 is explained by the Commentator as ‘irrestible when 
coming as Death . 3 ‘Durvishahah 3 is ‘destroyer of all kinds of poison 
in thy form of Amrita.’ ‘Durddhar shah 9 is incapable of being frighten- 
ed. ‘Durvishah 3 is incapable of being measured. — T. 

t ‘Vishagnipali 3 is drinker of poison and fire. Civa is represented 
as the acceptor of all things that are rejected by others. In this con- 
sists his true divinity, for to the Deity nothing in the universe can bo 
unacceptable or worthy of being cast off. The ashes of the funeral 
pyre are his, the poison produced by the churning of the ocean was 
his. He saved the universe by swallowing the poison on that 
occasion. — T. 

t ‘Tushitadyapah 3 is the correct reading. Thou protectest him who 
is the ‘adya 3 of the ‘fcushitas 3 , u thou protectest Brahman him* 
self. — T, - 
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thou art the foremost of Nagas, thou art Cakra, thou art 
the Destroyer of the universe, and thou art its Creator. 93 
Thou art Prajapati, and thou art adored by the Prajapatis, 
thou art the supporter of the universe, thou hast the universe 
for thy form, thou art endued with great energy, and thou 
hast faces turned towards all directions. The Sun and the 
Moon are thy two eyes, and the Grandsire is thy heart. Thou 
art the Ocean. The goddess Saraswati is thy speech, and 
Fire and Wind are thy might. Thou art Day and Night. 
Thou art all acts including the opening and the shutting of 
the eye. 04 Neither Brahman, nor Govinda, nor the ancient 
Rishis, are competent to understand thy greatness, 0 auspici- 
ous deity, truly. 95 Those subtile forms which thou hast are 
invisible to us. Rescue me and, 0, protect me as the sire 
protects the son of his loins l 96 0, protect me ! I deserve 

thy protection ! I bow to thee, O sinless one ! Thou, O 
illustrious one, art full of compassion for thy devotees. I am 
•always devoted to thee F Let him be always my protector 
who stayeth alone on the other side of the ocean, in a form 
that is difficult to be apprehended, and overwhelming many 
thousands of persons !* 98 I bow to that Soul of Yoga who is- 
beheld in the form of an effulgent Light by persons that have 
their senses under control, that are possessed of the attribute 
of Sattwa, that have regulated their breaths, and that have 
^conquered . sleep.f 99 I bow to him who is 'endued with 
matted locks, who bears the ascetic’s staff in his. hand, who 
is possessed of a body having a long abdomen, who has a 
Jcamandalu tied to his back, and who is the Soul of 
Brahman. 100 I bow to Him who is the soul of water, in 
whose hair are the clouds, in the joints of whose body are 
the rivers, and in whose stomach are the four oceans. 101 I 


* The Commentator explains that what is meant by Mahadeva’s 
staying *alone’ is that he is the knower, the known, and knowledge. 
«0n the other side of the ocean’ means c on the other side of desire and 
attachment* &e.,’ ‘Overwhelming many thousands of persons’ means 
^overwhelming all creatures’, £ e.* transcending them by his energy* 
•and knowledge. — T. , , t ■ 

t Of course, Yogins are spoken of,— T, 
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seek the protection of Him who, when the end of the Yuga 
comes, devours all creatures and stretches himself (for sleep) 
on the wide expanse of water that covers the universe. 103 
Let him who entering Rahu’s mouth drinketh Soma in the 
night and who becoming Swarbhanu devoureth Surya also, 
protect me !* l0s The deities, who are mere infants and who 
have ail sprung from thee after Brahman’s creation, enjoy 
their respective shares (in sacrificial offerings). Let them 
(peacefully) enjoy those offerings made with Swaha and 
Swadha, and let them derive pleasure from those presents. 
I bow to them.f 104 Let those Beings that are of the stature 
of the thumb and that dwell in all bodies, always protect and 
gratify me.t 105 I always bow to those Beings who dwelling 
within embodied creatures make the latter cry in grief 
without themselves crying in grief, and who gladden them 
without themselves being glad. 100 I always bow to those 
Rudras who dwell in rivers, in oceans, in hills and moun- 
tains, in mountain-caves, in the roots of trees, in cowpens, 
in inaccessibls forests, in the intersections of roads, in roads,, 
in open squares, in banks (of rivers and lakes and oceans), 
in elephant-sheds, in stables, in car-sheds,, in deserted 
gardens and houses, in the five primal elements, and in the 
cardinal and subsidiary directions. I bow repeatedly unto- 
them that dwell in the space amidst the Sun and the Moon, 
as also in rays of the Sun and the Moon, and them that 
dwell in the nether regions, and them that have betaken 
themselves to Renunciation and other superior practices for 
the sake of the Supreme.! 107 "' 110 I bow always unto them that 

* The eclipses of both the Moon and the Sun are caused, accord- 
ing to the Fauranic mythology, by Bahu devouring the Moon and 
the Sun at certain well-known intervals, Rahu is an Asura s whose 
head only is still alive. Vide Adi Farvan, Sec. On Churning of the 
Ocean.— T. 

t ‘Garbhah 1 means embryos or infants in the womb. The deities 
are referred to by this word, for they are embryos that have been 
born in Mahadeva. ‘Fatitah* has ‘twattah* understood after it. *Anu* 
means ‘after 1 , «. e., ‘after Brahman 5 s creation*.— 1 T. 

t These Brings are Rudras or portions of the great Rudra,— 

9 ‘Tasmaih paramgatah*,— ‘param 1 is ‘utkrishtam* & % Reauaciatm 
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are unnumbered, that are unmeasured, and that have no 
form, unto those Rudras, that is, that are endued with 
infinite attributes. 111 Since thou, O Rudra, art the Creator 
of all creatures, since, 0 Kara, thou art the Master of all 
creatures, and since thou art the indwelling Soul of all 
creatures, therefore werfc thou not invited by me (to my 
Sacrifice). 112 Since thou art He who is adored in all sacri- 
fices with plentiful gifts, and since it is Thou that art the 
Creator of all things, therefore I did not invite thee ! 113 Or, 
perhaps, O god, stupified by thy subtle illusion I failed to 
invite thee ! 1U Re gratified with me, blessed be thyself, 

O Rhava, with me possessed by the quality of Rajas I My 
Mind, my Understanding, and my Chitta all dwell in thee, 
O god ! ufi — ’ 

<{ ‘Hearing these adorations, that Lord of all creatures* 
viz., Mahadeva, ceased (to think of inflicting further injuries 
on Daksha), Indeed, highly gratified, the illustrious deity 
addressed Daksha, spying, 11 ® — 0 Daksha of excellent vows, 
pleased have I been with these adorations of thine. Thou 
meedst not praise me more 1 Thou shalt attain to my 
companionship l 117 Through my grace, 0 progenitor of crea- 
tures, thou shalt earn the fruit of a thousand horse-sacrifices, 
and a hundred Vajapeyas (in consequence of this one un- 
completed sacrifice of thine) l us — 

“ ‘Once more, Mahadeva, that thorough master of words, 
addressed Daksha and said unto him these words fraught 
with high consolation : — Be thou the foremost of all creatures 
in the world l 119 Thou shouldst not, 0 Daksha, entertain any 
feelings of grief for these injuries inflicted on thy Sacrifice ! 
It has been seen that in former Kalpas too I had to destroy 
thy Sacrifice !* 120 0 thou of excellent vows, I shall grant 

thee again some more boons. Take them from thee ! Dis- 
pelling this cheerlessness that overspreads thy face, listen to 

and other superior practices, ‘Tasmai’ is ‘for the sake of That’, i a, 
lor ( I§warah\— T. 

* Hence, in this, the present Kalpa too, I am obliged to do the 
$amo, for all Kalpas must be similar in respect of thi events that 
in them*— T* 
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me with undivided attention. 121 With the aid of arguments 
addressed to reason the deities and the Danavas have extract- 
ed from the Vedas consisting of six branches and from the 
systems of Sankhya and Yoga a creed in consequence of 
which they have practised the austeresb penances for many 
long years. 122 The religion, however, which I have extracted, 
is unparalleled, and productive of benefits on every side. 
It is open to men in all modes of life to practise it. It leads 
to Emancipation. It may be acquired in many years or 
through merit by persons who have restrained their senses. 
It is shrouded in mystery. They that are divested of wisdom 
regard it as censurable. 123 It is opposed to the duties laid 
down in respect of the four orders of men and the four modes 
of life, and agrees with those duties in only a few particulars. 
They that are well-skilled in the science of (drawing) con- 
clusions (from premises) can understand its propriety ; and 
they who have transcended all the modes of life are worthy 
of adopting it. 121 In days of yore, 0 Daksha, this auspicious 
religion called Paijupata had been extracted by me. The 
proper observance of that religion produces immense bene- 
fits. 125 Let those benefits be thine, O highly blessed one ! 
Cast off this fever of thy heart !— Having said these words, 
Mahadeva, with his spouse (Uma) and with all his attendants 
disappeared from the view of Daksha of immeasurable 
prowess. 126 He who would recite this hymn that was first 
uttered by Daksha or who would listen to it when recited by 
another, would never meet with the smallest evil and would 
attain to a long life. 137 Indeed, as Civa is the foremost of 
all the deities, even so is this hymn, agreeable with the 
Crutis, is the foremost of all hymns. 128 Persons desirous of 
fame, kingdom, happiness, pleasure, profit, and wealth, as 
also those desirous of learning, should listen with feelings of 
devotion to the recital of this hymn. 120 One suffering from 
disease, one distressed by pain, one plunged into melancholy, 
one afflicted by thieves or by fear, and one under the dis- 
pleasure of the king in respect of his charge, becomes freed 
from fear (by listening or reciting this hymn). 130 By listen- 
ing or reciting this hyjnn, one, in even this earthly body of 



his, attains to equality with the spirits forming the attend- 
ants of Mahadeva. One becomes endued with energy and 
fame, and cleansed of all sin (through the virtue of this 
hymn ). 131 Neither Rakshasas, nor Picjachas, nor ghosts, nor 
Vinayakas, create disturbances in his house where this hymn, 
is recited . 132 That woman, again, who listens to this hymn 
with pious faith, observing the while the practices of Brah- 
macharyya, wins worship as a goddess in the family of her 
sire and that of her husband .* 133 All the acts of that person 
become always crowned with success who listens or recites 
with rapt attention to the whole of this hymn . 134 In conse- 
quence of the recitation of this hymn all the wishes one 
forms in one’s mind and all the wishes one clothes in words 
become crowned with fruition . 134 That man obtains all objects 
of enjoyment and pleasure and all things that are wished 
for by him, who, practising self-restraint, makes according to 
due rites offerings unto Mahadeva, Guha, Uma, and Nandi, 
and after that utters their names without delay, in proper 
order and with devotion . 130 Such a man, departing from 
this life, ascends to heaven, and has never to take birth 
among the intermediate animals or birds. This was said- 
even by the puissant Vyasa the son of Para$ara.’ ” 13T 


Section CCLXXXVI. 

“Yudhishthira said,— ‘Tell me, O grandsire, what is 
Adhyatma with respect to man and whence does it arise !’ 1 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Aided by the science of Adhyatma one- 
may know everything. It is, again, superior to all things. 
I shall, with the help of my intelligence, explain to thee 
that Adhyatma about which thou askest me. Listen, O son, 
to my explanation . 2 Earth, Wind, Space, Water, and Light 
forming the fifth, are the great essences. These are (the 
causes of ) the origin and the destruction of all creatures . 3 
The bodies of living creatures (both subtile and gross), O 
bull of Bharata’s race, are the result of the combination of 
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the virtues of these five. Those virtues (whose combinations 
produce the bodies of creatures) repeatedly start into exist- 
ence and repeatedly merge (into the original cause of alt 
things, viz., the Supreme Soul.* 4 From* those five primal 
essences are created all creatures, and into those five great 
elements all creatures resolve themselves, repeatedly, like 
the infinite waves of the Ocean rising from the Ocean and 
subsiding into that which causes them. 5 As a tortoise 
stretches forth its legs and withdraws them again into itself, 
even so the infinite number of creatures spring from (and 
enter) these five fixed great essences. 5 Verily, sound springs 
from Space, and all dense matter is the attribute of Earth. 
Life is from Wind. Taste is from Water. Form is said 
to be the property of Light. 7 The entire mobile and immo- 
bile universe is thus these five great essences existing together 
in various proportions. When Destruction comes, the infinite 
diversity of creatures resolve themselves into those five, and 
once more, when Creation begins, they spring from the same 
five. 8 The Creator places in all creatures the same five great 
•essences in proportions that He thinks proper. 9 Sound, the 
ears, and all cavities, — these three, — have Space for their pro- 
ducing cause, Taste, ail watery or juicy substances, and the 
tongue, are said to be the properties of Water. 10 Form, the 
eye, and the digestive fire in the stomach, are said to par- 
take of the nature of Light. Scent, the organ of smelling, 
and the body, are the properties of Earth. 11 Life touch, and 
action are said to be the properties of Wind. I have thus 
•explained to thee, 0 king, all the properties of the five 
primal essences. 12 Having created these, the Supreme Deity, 
O Bharata, united with them Sattwa, Rajas, Tamas, Time, 
Consciousness of functions, and Mind forming the sixth.f 13 

* % s gunah J , which I have rendered ‘virtues,’ is, of course, in- 
tended all that constitute the body, including mind and understanding, 
all, in fact, that become the accompaniments of the Soul. — T. 

t ‘Karma-bud d hi J is to be taken as one. It means the conscious- 
ness or apprehension of functions. Each sense or organ instinctively 
knows what its object is and apprehends that object immediately. 
This apprehension of its own functions, which every sense possesses, 
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That which is called the Understanding dwells in the interior 
of what thou seest above the soles of the feet and below the 
crown of the head. 14 In man the senses (of knowledge) are 
five. The sixth (sense) is the Mind. The seventh is . called 
the Understanding. The Ksketrajna or Soul is the eighth. 15 
The senses and that which is the Actor should be ascertained 
by apprehension of their respective functions. The condi- 
tions or states called Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas, depend 
upon the senses for their refuge or formation. 16 The senses 
exist for simply seizing the impressions of their respective 
objects. The Mind has doubt for its function. The Under- 
standing is for ascertainment. The Kshetrajna is said to be 
only an inactive witness (of the functions of the others). 1 * 
Sattwa, Rajas, Tamas, Time, and Acts, 0 Bharata, . these 
attributes direct the Understanding. The Understanding is 
the senses and the five fore-mentioned attributes.* 18 When 
the Understanding is not, the senses with the mind,, and the 
five other attributes (vis., Sattwa, Rajas, lamas, Time, and 
Acts), cease to be, That by which the Understanding sees 
is called the eye. When the Understanding hears, it is 
called the ear. When she smells, she becomes the sense of 
scent ; and when she tastes the various objects of taste, she 
comes to be called by the name of tongue. 19 When again 
she feels the touch of the various objects of touch, she be- 
comes the sense of touch. It is the Understanding that be- 
comes modified diversely and frequently. When the Under- 
standing desires anything, she becomes Mind. 20 The five 
senses with the Mind, which separately constitute the founda- 
tions (of the Understanding), are the creations of the Under- 
standing. They are called Indriyas. When they become 


is here designated as ‘Karma-huddhi’. ‘Mana-shashthani’ here simply 
means ‘mind completing the tale of six’. It has no reference to the 
five senses having the mind for the sixth, for the senses have already 
been named in tlie previous Yerses.— T. 

# Acts here means the acts of past lives, or the desires dwelling 
in an incipient form, due to the acts of past lives. The Commentator 
explains that the ‘cha* in the second line means the five attributes 
indicated in the first line. — T. 
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stained, the Understanding also becomes stained * 21 The 
Understanding, dwelling in Jiva, exists in three states. 
Sometimes she obtains joy ; sometimes she indulges in grief ; 22 
and sometimes she exists in a state that is neither pleasure 
nor pain. Having for her essence these conditions or states, 
(viz,, Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas), the Understanding revolves 
through these three states .*]* 23 As the lord of rivers, viz., the 
surging Ocean, always keeps within his continents, even so 
the Understanding, which exists in connection with the 
(three) states, exists in the Mind (including the senses). 2 * 
When the state of Rajas is awakened, the Understanding 
becomes modified into Rajas. Transports of delight, joy, 
gladness, happiness, and contentedness of heart , 25 these, 
when somehow excited, are the properties of Sattwa. Heart- 
burn ning, grief, sorrow, discontentedness, and un forgiveness, t 2 ® 
arising from particular causes, are the result of Rajas. Igno- 
rance, attachment and error, heedlessness, stupefaction, and 
terror , 27 meanness, cheerlessness, sleep, and procrastination, 
— these, when brought about by particular causes, are the 
properties of Tamas. 2 * Whatever state of either body or 
mind, connected with joy or happiness, arises, should be 
regarded as due to the state of Sattwa . 29 Whatever, again, 
is fraught with sorrow and is disagreeable to oneself, should 
be regarded as arising from Rajas, Without commencing 
any such act, one should turn one’s attention to it (for avoid- 
ing it ), 30 Whatever is fraught with error or stupifaction in 
either body or mind, and is inconceivable and mysterious, 
should be known as connected with Tamas . 31 Thus have I 
explained to thee that all things in this world dwell in the 
Understanding. By knowing this one becomes wise. What 

* The word ‘Buddhya’ in the first line is taken by the Commentator 
as an instrumental and not as a genetive. Hence he takes it that 
‘Kalpitani 3 is understood after it.— T. ’-1^^ , 

t L e. f occupies them one after another.— T. 

X 5 MurtP is a misreading for ‘apurti’ or discontentedness. The 
Burdwan translator retains f murti 3 in his Bengali version. It is not 
clear which reading K. P. Singha adopts. The Bengali substitute he 
gives is •murchccha, 1 or stupefaction* 
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else can be the indication of wisdom V~ Know now the 
difference between these two subtile things, viz., Under- 
standing and Soul. One of these, viz., the Understanding, 
creates attributes. The other, viz., the Soul, does not create 
them . 33 Although they are, by nature, distinct from each 
other, yet they always exist in a state of union. A fish is 
different from the water in which it dwells, but the fish and 
•the water must exist together . 34 The attributes cannot know 
the Soul. The Soul, however, knows them. They that are 
ignorant regard the Soul as existing in a state of union 
with the attributes like qualities existing with their possess- 
ors. This, however, is not the case, for the Soul is truly 
only an inactive Witness of everything . 36 The Understand- 
' g has no refuge * That which is called life (involving 
the existence of the Understanding) arises from the effects 
of the attributes coming together. Others (than these attri- 
butes which are created by the Understanding), acting as 
causes, create the Understanding that dwells in the body. 
No one can apprehend the attributes in their real nature 
r form of existence . 36 The Understanding, as already said, 
rentes the attributes. The Soul simply beholds them (as 
an inactive Witness), This union that exists between the 
Understanding and the Soul is eternal . 37 The indwelling 
Understanding apprehends all things through the Senses 
which are themselves inanimate and unapprehending. Beally 
the senses are only like lamps (that throw their light for 
discovering objects to others without themselves being able 
to see them ). 33 Even this is the nature (of the Senses, 
the Understanding, and the Soul). Knowing this, one 
should live cheerfully, without yielding to either grief or joy. 
Such a man is said to be beyond the influence of pride . 39 
That the Understanding creates all these attributes is due to 
her own nature,— even as a spider weaves threads (in conse- 
quence of her own nature). These attributes should be 
known as the threads the spider weaves . 10 When destroyed, 


* I. ei there are no materials of which it is constituted. Hence 
Sa ttwaor Buddhi has no ‘agrayah’ or ‘uptidana,’— T, 
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the attributes do not cease to exist ; only, their existence 
ceases to be visible. When, however, a thing transcends 
the ken of the senses, its existence (or otherwise) is affirmed 
by inference. This is the opinion of one set of persons. 
Others affirm that with destruction the attributes cease to 
be. 41 Untying this knotty problem addressed to the under- 
standing and reflection, and dispelling all doubt, one should 
cast off sorrow and live in happiness.* 42 As men unac- 
quainted with its bottom become distressed when they fall 
upon this Earth which is like a river filled with the waters 
of stupefaction, even so is that man afflicted who falls away 
from that state in which there is a union with the Under- 
standing.f 43 Men of knowledge, however, conversant with 
Adhyatma and armed with fortitude, are never afflicted, 
because they are capable of crossing to the other shore of 
those waters. Indeed, Knowledge is an efficient raft (in that 
river). 44 Men of knowledge have not to encounter those 
frightful terrors which alarm them that are destitute of 
knowledge. As regards the righteous, none of them attains 


* What the speaker inculcates in Verses 41 and 42 is this : some are 
of opinion that with the apparent destruction of the body, the attri- 
butes that make up the body do not cease to exist. It is true that they 
cease to become apprehensible by the senses ; but then, though re- 
moved from the ken of the senses, their existence may be affirmed by 
inference. The argument is that if destroyed, their reappearance 
w °uld be impossible. The reappearance, however, is certain. (For 
rebirth a doctrine that is believed to be a solemn truth requiring no 
argument to prove it). Hence, the attributes, when apparently des- 
troyed, do continue to exist. They are regarded as then inhering to 
the lingo, or subtile body. The counter opinion is that when destroyed 
they are destroyed for ever. The latter opinion is eondemmed by the 
speaker.—*! 1 . 

t In the seeond line the word is ‘Gadhamavidwangsah, 5 i. e, 3 ‘igno- 
rant of its bottom or depth.* K. P. Singha gives the meaning 
correctly, without translating the Verse literally. The Burdwan trans- 
lator makes nonsense of it. Both, however, wrongly take ‘agadha* as 
the final word in ‘yathagadha,* forgetting that ‘agadham* is a mascu- 
line adjective incapable of qualifying ‘nadim* which is feminine* 
( Ayam J is Jiva. The last clause is to be taken as ‘buddhiyogam an* 
ayam tafchad— T* 
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to an end that is superior to that of any other person amongst 
them. Indeed, the righteous show, in this respect, an equa- 
lity. 46 As regards the man of Knowledge, whatever acts have 
been done by him in past times (while he was steeped in 
Ignorance) and whatever acts fraught with great iniquity 
he does (after attainment of Knowledge), he destroys both 
by Knowledge as his sole means. Then, again, upon the 
attainment of Knowledge he ceases to perpetrate these two 
evils, viz., censuring the wicked acts of others and doing any 
wicked acts himself under the influence of attachment.’ ”* ,e 


“Yudhishthira said,— ‘Living creatures always stand m 
fear of sorrow and death. Tell me, 0 grandsire, how the 
occurrence of these two may be prevented.’ 1 

“Bhishma said,— ‘In this connection, 0 Bharata, is cited 
the old narrative of the discourse between Narada and 
Samanga.- 

« ‘Narada said,— (While others salute their superiors by 
only a bend of the head) thou salutest thy superiors by pros- 
trating thyself on the ground till thy chest comes into con- 
tact with the ground. Thou seemest to be engaged in cross- 


* This is not a difficult Verse, yet both the vernacular translators 
have misunderstood it. What is said in the first line is this : ‘yat vahu- 
dosham karoti, yat (eha) purakritam, ekatah eha dushayati.’ %oth the 
finite verbs have ‘jnanin’ (the man of Knowledge) for their nominative 
understood. ‘Dushayati’ means ‘naeyati’ or destroys. The meaning 
then is that the man of Knowledge destroys his sinful acts of both 
this and past lives. The Commentator cites the well-known simile of 
the lotus leaf not being drenched or soaked with water even when -dipt 
in water. Now, this is the unseen fruit of Knowledge. In the second 
line, the visible fruits are indicated. The man of Knowledge refrains 
from censuring the wicked acts of others and from perpetrating any 
wicked act himself. ‘Yat cha dushayati’ means ‘yat parakritam anishtam 
dushayati or nindati ‘yat karoti’ means ‘yat swayam ragadi-doshat 
karoti ;’ tadubhayam apriyam (sa) na karoti,' the reason being ‘dwaita- 
dargan&bhavah’. Such a man truly regards the universe as identifiable 
. with himself.— T. 
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ing (the river of life) with thy hands.* Thou seemest to he 
always free from sorrow and exceedingly cheerful. 3 I do not 
see that thou hast the least anxiety. Thou art always con- 
tent and happy and thou seemest to sport (in felicity) like a 
child !*— 

“ ‘Saraanga said, — 0 giver of honors, I know the truth 
about the Past, the Present, and the Future. Hence I never 
become cheerless.f 5 I know also what the beginning of acts 
is in this world, what the accession of their fruits, and 
how varried are those fruits. Hence I never yield to 
sorrow.^ 5 Behold, the illiterate, the destitute, the prosperous, 
O Narada, the blind, idiots and madmen, and ourselves also, 
all live.® 7 These live by virtue of their acts of past lives. 
The very deities, who exist freed from diseases, exist (in that 
state) by virtue of their past acts. The strong and the 
weak, all, live by virtue of past acts. It is fitting, there- 
fore, that thou shouldst hold us in esteem. 8 The owners of 
thousands live. The owners of hundreds also live. They 
that are overwhelmed with sorrow live. Behold, we too are 
living ! 9 When we, O Narada, do not give way to grief, 
what can the practice of the duties (of religion) or the ovser- 
vance of (religious) acts do to us ? And since all joys and 
sorrows also are not unending, they are, therefore, unable to 

* e. 9 in even thy direst distress thou dependest on thyself. To 
cross the fearful river of Life without a raft and with the aid of only 
one’s bare arms implies great self-dependence. — T. 

i That which did not exist and will not exist, exists not at the 
present moment. Everything, therefore, which is of the nature of 
asa£ is non-existent. Oar sorrows are connected with the amt. Know- 
ing this, I have cast off all sorrow.!. 

X I have understood that acts are for sorrow ; that the fruits also of 
acts are for sorrow in spite of the apparent character of some ; and that 
the fruits of acts are varied, sometimes other fruits appearing than 
those expected. Hence, I do not indulge in sorrow, for I avoid acts and 
do not grieve for not obtaining the fruits of acts or for the accession of 
fruits other than those apparently agreeable.— T. 

* The sense is that we who avoid acts, are not dead ,* in fact, we live 
quite as others do ; and those others, how unequally circumstanced 1 
The Bimlwan translator makes nonsense of the first line simple though 
it is*— X* 
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agitate us at all .* 10 That for which men are said to be wise, 
indeed, the very root of wisdom, Is the freedom of the senses* 
from error. It Is the senses that yield to error and grief.: 
One whose senses are subject to error can never be said to 
have attained wisdom . 11 That pride which Is Indulged by 
a man subject to error is only a form of the error to which 
he is subject. As regards the man of error, he has neither 
this world nor the next. It should be remembered that griefs 
do not last for ever and that happiness cannot be had al- 
ways.f 12 Worldly life with all its vicissitudes and painful 
Incidents, one like me would never adopt. Such a one would 
not care for desirable objects of enjoyments, and would not 
think at all of the happiness their possession may bring 
about, or, indeed, of the griefs that present themselves .* 13 
One capable of resting on one’s own self would never covet 
the possessions of others ; would not think of gains unac- 
quired, would not feel delighted at the acquisition of even 
Immense wealth; and would not yield to sorrow at the loss 
of wealth . 14 Neither friends, nor wealth, nor high birth, 
nor scriptural learning, nor mantras , nor energy, can suc- 
ceed in rescuing one from sorrow in the next world. It is 
only by conduct that one can attain to felicity there . 16 The 
Understanding of the man unconversant with Yoga can never 
be directed towards Emancipation. One unconversant with 
Yoga can never have happiness. Patience and the resolution 
to cast off sorrow, these two Indicate the advent of happi- 
ness . 16 Anything agreeable leads to pleasure. Pleasure In- 


* Ignorance lies at the root of sorrow. By casting off ignorance * 
wo have avoided sorrow. Hence, neither religion or religions acts 
such as Sacrifices, &c., can do us any good or harm. As regards happi- 
ness and misery again, these two cannot agitate us at all, since we know 
their value, both being ephemeral in comparison to the period for 
which we are to exist.— T. 

t Hence, no one should Indulge in pride, saying,— l I am happy*, nor 
yield to sorrow, saying,— C I am miserable 5 . Both happiness and misery 
are transitory. The man of wisdom should never suffer himself to be 
agitated by these transitory states of his mind.— T. 

t The first word is read either as ‘bhavatmakam* or ‘bhav&tmakarn* 
The first means ‘aams&ra-rupaw* $ the second* Mri$yatmakam\«- »T, 
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duces pride. Pride, again, is productive of sorrow. For these 
reasons, I avoid all these. 17 Grief, Fear, Pride,— these that 
stupify the heart, — and also Pleasure and Pain, I behold as 
(an unconcerned) witness since my body is endued with life 
and moves about.* 13 Casting off both wealth and pleasure, 
and thirst and error, I wander over the Earth, freed from 
grief and every kind of anxiety of heart. 18 Like one that 
has drunk nectar I have no fear, here or hereafter, of death, 
or iniquity, or cupidity, or anything of that kind. 50 I have 
acquired this knowledge, 0 Brahmana, as the result of my 
severe and indestructible penances. It is for this reason, 
0 Narada, that grief, even when it comes to me, does not 
succeed in afflicting me. — ’ ” 21 


Section CCLXXXVIII. 

“Yudhishthira said,— ‘Tell me, 0 grandsire, what is bene- 
ficial for one that is uncon versanfc with the truths of the 
scriptures, that is always in doubt, and that abstains from 
self-restraint and the other practices having for their object 
the knowledge of the Soul.’ 1 

“Bhishma said,— ‘Worshipping the preceptor, always wait- 
ing reverentially upon tho&e that are aged, and listening to 
the scriptures (when recited by competent Brahmanas),— ■ 
these are said to be of supreme benefit (to a person like 
the one thou hast described.) 2 In this connection also is 
cited the old narrative of the discourse between Galava and 
the celestial Rishi Narada. 3 Once on a time Galava, desir- 
ous of obtaining what was for his benefit, addressed Narada 
freed from error and fatigue, learned in the scriptures, grati- 
fied with knowledge, a thorough master of his senses, and 
with soul devoted to Yoga, and said, 4 — Those virtues, 0 Muni, 
by the possession of which a person becomes respected in the 
world, I see, dwell permanently in thee ! 6 Thou art freed from 


* I am obliged to behold them because I am a living being having a 
body ; but then I behold them as an uucoucerned witness.— T. 
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error and, as such, It behooveth thee to remove the doubts 
that fill the minds of men like ourselves that are subject to 
error and that are unacquainted with the truths of the world. 6 
We do not know what we should do, for the declarations of 
the scriptures generate an inclination for (the acquisition of ) 
Knowledge simultaneously with the inclination for acts. It 
behooveth thee to discourse to us on these subject.* 7 O illus- 
trious one, the different ajramas approve different courses of 
conduct. — This is beneficial , — This (other) is beneficial, — the 
scriptures exhort us often in this wise.*f* 8 Beholding the 
followers of the four agramas, who are thus exhorted by 
the scriptures and who fully approve of what the scriptures 
have laid down for them, thus travelling in diverse courses, 
and seeing that ourselves also are equally content with our 
own scriptures, we fail to understand what is truly beneficial. 9 
If the scriptures were all uniform, then what Is truly bene- 
ficial would have become manifest. In consequence, however, 
of the scriptures being multifarious, that which is truly 
beneficial becomes invested with mystery. 10 For these rea- 
sons, that which is truly beneficial seems to me to be involved 
in confusion. Do thou then, O illustrious one, discourse to 
me on the subject. I have approached thee (for this). 0, 
instruct me ! L1 — 4 

“ ‘Narada said, — The Aqramas are four in number, 0 child ! 
Ail of them serve the purposes for which they have been 
designed ; and the duties they preach differ from one an- 
other. Ascertaining them first from well-qualified precep- 


* The scriptures contain both kinds of instruction. There are de- 
clarations that are entirely in favor of Acts or observances. There are 
again declarations in favor of Knowledge. What the speaker asks is that 
the Kishi should discourse upon what the speaker should do, i. e., 
whether he should betake to the acquisition of Knowledge or to the doing 
of acts. — T. :■ 

L e.y Each A$rama speaks of particular observances and courses of 
conduct as beneficial. This, therefore, is a source of confusion to men of 
plain understandings. Is there no distinction then among duties or 
observances in respect of their beneficial character ? This is the question 
propounded. The Commentator thinks by the word a^ramas is meant the 
four principal faiths and not the four modes of life.— -T. ; 
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tor’s, reflect upon them, O Galava !* 15 Behold, the an- 
nouncements of the merits of those A§ramas are varied in 
respect of their form, divergent in respect of their matter, 
and contradictory in respect of the observances they em- 
brace.-]- 1 " Observed with gross vision, verily, all the A^ramas 
refuse to clearly yield their true intent (which, of course, is 
knowledge of Self ). Others, however, endued with subtle 
sight, behold their highest end.}: 1 * That which is truly bene- 
ficial, and about which there is no doubt, viz., good offices 
to friends, and suppression of enemies , 16 and the acquisition, 
of the aggregate of three (viz., Eeligion, Profit, and Plea- 
sure), has been declared by the wise to be supreme excell- 
ence,.! Abstention from sinful acts, constancy of righteous 
disposition, good behaviour towards those that are good and 
pious,— these, without doubt, constitute excellence. 1 ' Mild- 


* I retain the word ‘ftjrama’ in the English version as it is very 
doubtful in what seuse it lias been used in the original. The Commen- 
tator explains that by four gramas’ are meant the four principal forms 
of creed prevalent at one time in India. The first is that there is no 
such thing as virtue or righteousness. This is aseribed to Cakya Singha, 
01 Buddha. The second is that righteousness consists in only the 
worship of trees, &c., The third is that that only is righteousness which 
the Vedas have laid down. The fourth is that transcending righteous- 
ness and its reverse there is something for whose attainment one 
should strive, ‘Yatha’ samkalpifcah’ is explained by the Commentator 

as ‘yo yena greyastena bhilvitastasya tadeva greyah.’ T. 

+ ‘(.xunoddegam 1 is ‘Ctunakirtanam’ or the announcement of merits* 
What Narada says here is this: the aoramas are four. The merits of 
each have been proclaimed by their respective founders. The principal 
merit each claims is that it leads to knowledge of Self. Now, the an- 
nouncement is ‘nanarupam it is also ‘prithak and lastly, it is ‘vipra- 
sthitam’ or contradictory, for, as the Commentator points out, that 
which a particular Sgrama announces to be righteous is according to 
another unrighteous. Both the vernacular translators give incorrect 
versions,— T. 

. ^ refers to gramas, ‘Abhiprefcam* is ‘afcma-tatwarupam 1 . ‘Yanti 1 
is equivalent to ‘prapayanti’.— T. . \ 

$ ‘Mitvaijto’ is taken by [the Commentator to be equivalent to 

‘sarva-bhut-abhayapradAuftm’, they who have given the pledge of 
harmlessness to creatures. By enemies is meant here the envious ■. 
harmful,— T. 
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* la previous Sections the nature of Truth has been discussed. A 
formal truth may be as sinful as a lie, and a lie may be as meritorious 
as a Truth* Hence, the ascertainment of Truth is not easy. — T, 

t ‘Atiyoota’ and ‘ayoga’ are well-known words which have no chance 
of being misunderstood in the way in which they have been misun- 
derstood by both the vernacular translators. Indeed, K. P. Singha 
blunders ridiculously, while the Burdwan translator limits them to 
the use of food, supposing the Commentator’s concrete examples 
exhaust the meanings T» 
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possessed of real wisdom and endued with real merits, ac- 
quires great fame by abstaining from speaking ill of others 
and from indulging in self-praise . 27 Flowers shed their pure 
and sweet fragrance without trumpeting forth their own 
excellence. Similarly, the effulgent Sun scatters his splen- 
dours in the firmament in perfect silence . 28 After the same 
manner those men blaze in the world with celebrity who by 
the aid of their intelligence, cast off these and similar other 
faults and who do not blaze forth their own virtues . 23 The 
fool can never shine in the world by bruiting about his 
own praise. The man, however, of real merit and learning 
obtains celebrity even if he be concealed in a pit . 30 Evil 
words, uttered with whatsoever vigor of voice, die out (in 
no time). Good words, uttered however softly, blaze- forth 
in the world . 31 As the Sun shows his fiery form (in the gem 
called Suryakanta), even so the multitude of words, of little 
sense, that fools filled with vanity utter, display only (the 
meanness of ) their hearts . 32 For these reasons men seek the 
acquisition wisdom of various kinds. It seems to me that of 
all acquisitions that of wisdom is the most valuable . 33 One 
should not speak until one is asked ; nor should one* speak 
when one is asked improperly. Even if possessed of intelli- 
gence and knowledge, one should still sit in silence like an 
idiot (until one is asked to speak and asked in proper form ). 24 
One should seek to dwell among honest men devoted $o 
righteousness and liberality and the observance of the duties 
of their own order , 85 One desirous of achieving what is ex- 
cellent should never dwell in a place where a confusion 
occurs in the duties of the several orders .* 80 A person may be 
seen to live who abstains from all works (for earning the means 
of his living) and who is well-content with whatever m got 
without exertion. By living amid the righteous, one succeeds 
in acquiring pure righteousness. After the same manner, 
one -by living amid the sinful, becomes stained with sin.+ 3r 
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As the touch of water or fire or the rays of the moon imme- 
diately convey the sensation of cold or heat, after the same 
manner the impressions of virtue and vice become productive 
of happiness or misery . 98 They that are eaters of Vighasa 
eat without taking any notice of the flavours of the edibles 
placed before them. They, however, that eat carefully dis- 
criminating the flavours of the viands prepared for them, 
should be known as persons still tied by the bonds of 
action ,** 9 The righteous man should leave that place where 
a Brahman a discourses -on duties unto disciples desirous of 
acquiring knowledge, as based on reasons, of the Soul, but 
who do not enquire after such knowledge with reverence.f 40 
Who, however, will leave that spot where exists in its en- 
tirety that behaviour between disciples and preceptors which 
is consistent, with what has been laid down in the scrip- 
tures ? 41 What learned man desirous of respect being paid to 
himself will dwell in that place where people bruit about the 
faults of the learned even when such have no foundations to 
stand upon ?:*: 42 Who is there that will not leave that place, 
like a garment whose end has caught fire, where covetous 
men seek to break down the barriers of virtue ? 43 One should 
remain and dwell in that place, among good men of righteous 
disposition, where persons endued with humility are engaged 
In fearlessly practising the duties of religion . 44 There where 
men practise the duties of religion for the sake of acquiring 
wealth and other temporal advantages, one should not dwell, 


* ‘AtiuviBhayam’ is ‘vishayam ami vartate ? L e c rasah ? or flavour. 
An eater of £ vighasa J is a good or pious mao. What is said here is that 
rnieh men eat for only filling their stomachs and not because eating is 
» source of enjoyment or gratification. Atmavishayan* is ‘Bnddhef- 
vigeshat o-vandha kan 5 , i. e. 7 < rasawi§eshan. ,i —T, 

f 4 Agamay aman am’ is ‘Agamam pram&najam Jnanam atmana 
rclicchatam’, — I. 

t ‘AkSgasth&k’ is huralamvanSlfl, i. e* 3 men who have no founda* 
Jsiom to stand upon. The Bombay text reads ‘dosham’, the Bengal 
Ifcexts, Mosh&n 5 ; the sense remains unaltered. The Bombay reading is 
*Aimapuja.bhikatna', while the Bengal ' reading is the same word in 
|;he plural form, I accept the singular form and take it as qualifying 




* Some of the Bengal texts read ‘khatt&ml The Bombay reading is 
*khatwam’. The Commentator explains that ‘kb at warn samarudhah* 
‘Tibra dahkha-grastah > . ‘Anacayi’ means ‘purvakarma-vasanavSti*. The. 
sense seems to be this : the desires born of one’s past acts, i. e, acts of 
previous lives, adhere to the mind. Nothing can wipe them off, save 
Nivritfci and ‘Xatfcwa-jnanam 5 or knowledge Of truth. One should, 
therefore, practise the religion of Nivritfci and seek to acquire knowledge 
of Truth.— T. 

f Both the vernacular translators quietly Bkip over the word ‘prafcjun- 
an-iarahh — T. 

t where the people are virtuous and given to the performance 
of their duties.— T, • 
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for the people of that place are all to be regarded as sinful . 45 
One should fly away with all speed from that place, as if 
from a room in which there is a snake, where the inhabitants, 
desirous of obtaining the means of life, are engaged in the 
practise of sinful deeds . 40 One desirous of what is beneficial 
should, from the beginning, relinquish that act in conse- 
quence of which one becomes stretched as it were on a bed 
of thorns and in consequence of which one becomes invested 
with the desires born of the deeds of past lives .* 47 The 
righteous man should leave that kingdom where the king 
and king’s officers exercise equal authority and where they 
are given to the habit of eating before feeding their relatives 
(when the latter come as guesfcs),f 48 One should dwell iti 
that country where Brahman as possessed of a knowledge qf 
the scriptures are fed first ; where they are always devoted 
to the due observance of religious duties, and where they are 
engaged in teaching disciples and officiating at the sacrifices 
of others , 49 One should unhesitatingly dwell in that country 
where the sounds Swaha, Swadha, and Vashat are duly and 
continuously uttered, I 60 One should leave that kingdom, 
like poisoned meat, where one sees Brahman as obliged to 
betake themselves to unholy practices, being tortured by 
want of the means of life . 61 With a contented heart and 
deeming all his wishes as already gratified a righteous man 
should dwell in that country whose inhabitants cheerfully 
give away before even they are solicited . 52 One should live 
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* ‘ivamegah’ is possessor of all objects of desire or enjoyment. The 
sense is this : where the king, casting off desire, wins prosperity for 
himself ; i. e. y though possessed of wealth is not attached to wealth. The 
expression may also mean ‘master of desire 7 , i e., where the king casts 
off desire and masters his desires without allowing the latter to master 
him. — T. t 

t ‘Pratyupsthite 7 is ‘pritipatwena upasthite’, i. e. y ‘hiyamane safci 7 . — T. 
t I am not sure that I have understood aright the second line of this 
"Verse. It may also mean, ‘No one is able to enumerate all that is bene- 
ficial for the Soul in consequence of the wideness of the subject. — T. 

$ ‘Vritfcim 7 has ‘uddigya 7 understood after it. The Bombay text reads 
^pranihitatmanah 7 ; the Bengal reading is ‘pranihitatmanahV If the 
ngal reading be accepted, it would mean ‘whose soul is fixed or es- 
' ed on Yoga 7 . ‘Tapasa 5 is explained by the Commentator as ‘swa- 
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and move about, among good men devoted to acts of righte- 
ousness, in that country where chastisement falleth upon 
those that are wicked and where respect and good offices 
are the portion of those that are of subdued and cleansed 
souls. 63 One should unhesitatingly dwell in that country 
whose king Is devoted to virtue and which the king rules 
virtuously, casting off desires and possessed of prosperity, 
and where severe chastisement is dealt to those that visit 
self-controlled men with the consequences of their wrath, 
those that act wickedly towards the righteous, those that are 
given to acts of violence, and those that are covetous.* 64 "* 65 
Kings endued with such a disposition bring about prosperity 
to those that dwell in their kingdoms when prosperity is on 
the point of leaving them.f 50 I have thus told thee, 0 son, 
In answer to thy enquiry, what is beneficial or excellent. 
jNo one can describe, in consequence of its exceedingly high 
character, what is beneficial or excellent for the Soul4 w 
Many and high will the excellences be, through the obser- 
vance of the duties laid down for him, of the man who for 
earning his livelihood during the time of his sojourn here 
conducts himself in the way indicated above and who devotes 
his soul to the good of all creatures.— ”$ 63 
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Section CCXXXIX 


“Yudhishthira said, — -How, O grandsire, should a king 
like us behave in this world, keeping in view the great object 
of acquisition ? What attributes, again, should he always 
possess so that he may be freed from attachments l’ 1 

“Bhishma said, — ‘I shall in this connection recite to thee 
the old narrative that was uttered by Arishtanemi unto 
Sagara who had sought his counsel. 2 

“ SSagara said, — What is that good, 0 Brahmana, by do- 
ing which one may enjoy felicity here ? How, indeed, may 
one avoid grief and agitation? I wish to know all this ! — ’ 3 
“Bhishma continued, — Thus addressed by Sagara, Arishta- 
nemi of Tarkshya’s race, conversant with all the scriptures, 
regarding the questioner to be every way deserving of his 
instructions, said these words.* 4 — The felicity of Emancipation 
is true felicity in the world. The man of ignorance knows 
it not, attached as he is to children and animals and possessed 
of wealth and corn. 5 An understanding that is attached to 
worldly objects and a mind suffering from thirst, — these two 
baffle all skilful treatment. The ignorant man who is bound 
in the chains of affection is incapable of acquiring Emancipa- 
tion.*]- 5 I shall presently speak to thee of all the bonds that 
spring from the affections. Hear them with attention. Indeed, 
they are capable of being heard with profit by one that is 
possessed of knowledge, 7 Having procreated children in due 
time and married them when they become young men, and 
having ascertained them to be competent for earning their 
livelihood, do thou free thyself from all attachments and rove 


The sense, however, would remain unaltered if it be taken as standing 
for Self-control or penances.— T. ■ 

* ‘Sampadam’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘upodeca-yogyata* 
eriyam.* — T. 

+ Some texts read ‘cakyam’ ; the reading ‘cakyah’ also occurs. If 
the former be accepted, it must be taken as referring to < taddwayam , as 
the Commentator explains. No alteration in sense oecurs by adhering to 
the one reading or the other.— T. 
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about in happiness . 8 When thou seest thy dearly-cherished 
wife grown old in years and attached to the son she has 
brought forth, do thou leave her in time, keeping in view the 
highest object of acquisition (vis., Emancipation ). 9 Whether 
thou obtainest a son or not, having dui’ing the first years of 
thy life duly enjoyed with thy senses the objects that are 
addressed to them, free thyself from attachments and rove 
about in happiness . 10 Having indulged the senses with their 
objects, thou shouldst suppress the desire of further indulg- 
ing them. Freeing thyself then from attachments, thou 
shouldst rove in felicity, contenting thyself with what is 
obtained without effort and previous calculation, and casting 
an equal eye upon all creatures and objects .* 1 - 1 Thus, O son, 
have I told thee in brief (of what the way is for freeing 
thyself from attachments). Hear me now, for I shall present- 
ly tell thee, in detail, the desirability of the acquisition of 
Emancipation.f 12 Those persons who live in this world freed 
from attachments and fear, succeed in obtaining happiness. 
Those persons, however, who are attached to worldly objects, 
withoul doubt, meet with destruction . 13 Worms and ants 
(like men) are engaged in the acquisition of food and are 
seen to die in the search. They that are freed from attach- 
ments are happy, while they that are attached to worldly 
objects meet with destruction . 14 If thou desirest to attain to 
Emancipation thou shouldst never bestow thy thoughts on 
thy relatives, thinking, — How shall these exist without me ? 1S 
— A living creature takes birth by himself, and grows by 
himself, and obtains happiness and misery, and death by 
himself . 10 In this world people enjoy and obtain food and 
raiment and other acquisitions earned by either their parents 
or themselves. This is the result of the acts of past lives, for 
nothing can be had in this life which is not the result of the 
past . 11 All creatures live on the Earth, protected by their 
own acts, and obtaining their food as the result of what is 


* In the second line some of the Bengal texts read ‘lobhesu.’ ' 
correct reading is ‘lokeahu.’ Both the vernacular translators adhere 
tlfte wrong reading.— T. 
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ordained by Him who assigns the fruits of acts . 18 A man is 
but a lump of clay, and is always himself completely depend- 
ent on other forces. One, therefore, being oneself so infirm* 
what rational consideration can one have for protecting and 
feeding one’s relatives ? 19 When thy relatives are carried 
away by Death in thy very sight and in spite of even thy 
utmost efforts to save them, that circumstance alone should 
awaken thee . 20 In the very life-time of thy relatives and 
before thy own duty is completed of feeding and protecting 
them, thyself mayst meet with death and abandon them . 21 
After thy relatives have been carried away from this world by 
death, thou canst not know what becomes of them there, — that 
is, whether they meet with happiness or misery. This circums- 
tance ought to awaken thee . 22 When in consequence of the 
fruits of their own acts thy relatives succeed in maintaining 
themselves in this world whether thou livest or diest, reflect- 
ing on this thou shouldst do what is for thy own good .* 83 
When this is known to be the case, who in the world is to 
be regarded as whose? Do thou, therefore, set thy hearh 
on the attainment of Emancipation. Listen now to what 
more I shall say unto thee . 84 That man of firm Soul is 
certainly emancipate who has conquered hunger and thirst 
and such other states of the body, as also wrath and cupidity 
and error . 26 That man is always emancipate who does not 
forget himself, through folly, by indulging in gambling and 
drinking and concubinage and the chase . 86 That man who 
is really touched by sorrow in consequence of the necessity 
there is of eating every day and every night for supporting 
life, is said to be cognisant of the faults of life . 27 One who, 

* The argument contained in these Verses is this : as thou dost not 
know what becomes of thy relatives when they die, thou canst not help 
them then. It seems plain, therefore, that when thou shait die, thy 
relatives will not be able to do thee any good. Hence, thou gainesfc no- 
thing by bestowing thy thoughts on thy relatives, forgetting thy own 
great concern, w., the acquisition of Emancipation. Similarly, when 
thy relatives live and suffer irrespective of thy life or death, and thou 
too must enjoy or endure irrespective of their existence or efforts, it is 
meet that thou shouldst not be forgetful of thy own highest good by 
busying thyself with the concerns of thy relatives, ~~T. 
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■as the result of careful reflection, regards his repeated births 
to be only due to sexual congress with women, is held to be 
freed from attachments . 28 That man is certainly emanci- 
pate who knows truly the nature of the birth, the destruc- 
tion, and the exertion (or acts) of living creatures . 29 That 
man becomes certainly freed who regards (as worthy of his 
acceptance) only a handful of corn, for the support of life, 
■from amidst millions upon millions of carts loaded with 
grain, and who disregards the difference between a shed of 
bamboo and reeds and a palatial mansion .* 30 That man be- 
comes certainly freed who beholds the world to be afflicted 
by death and disease and famine.f 31 Indeed, one who be- 
.holds the world to be such succeeds in becoming contented ; 
while one who fails to behold the world in such a light, 
-meets with destruction. That man who is contented with 
•only a little, is regarded as freed . 33 That man who beholds 
the world to consist of eaters and edibles (and himself as 
different from both), and who is never touched by pleasure 
and pain which are horn of illusion, is regarded as eman- 
cipate . 33 That man who regards a soft bed on a fine bed- 
stead and the hard soil as equal, and who regards gocd gali 
rice and hard thick rice as equal, is emancipate / 4 That 
man who regards linen and cloth made of grass as equal, 
and in whose estimation cloth of silk and barks of trees are 
the same, and who sees no difference between clean sheep- 
skin and unclean leather, is emancipate / 6 That man who 
looks upon this world as the result of the combination of the 
five primal essences, and who behaves himself in this, world, 
keeping this notion foremost, is emancipate / 6 That man 
who regards pleasure and pain as equal, and gain and loss as 
on a par, in whose estimation victory and defeat differ not, 
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to whom like and dislike are the same, and who is unchanged 
under fear and anxiety, is wholly emancipate. 27 That man 
who regards his body which has so many in perfections, to be 
only a mass of blood, urine and excreta, as also of disorders 
and diseases, is emancipate. 28 That man becomes emancipated 
who always recollects that this body, when overtaken by 
decrepitude, becomes assailed by wrinkles and white hairs 
and leanness and paleness of complexion and a bending of 
the form. 29 That man who recollects his body to be liable 
to loss of virility, and weakness of sight, and deafness, and 
loss of strength, is emancipate. 40 That man who knows that 
the very Rishis, the deities, and the Asuras are beings that 
have to depart from their respective spheres to other regions, 
is emancipate. 41 That man who knows that thousands of 
kings possessed of even great offence’ and power have depart- 
ed from this Earth, succeeds in becoming emancipate. 42 That 
man who knows that in this world the acquisition of objects 
is always difficult, that pain is abundant, and that the 
maintenance of relatives is ever attended with pain, becomes 
emancipate.* 43 Beholding the abundant faults of children 
and of other men, who is there that would not adorn 
Emancipation ? 44 That man who, awakened by the scrip- 
tures and the experience of the world, beholds every human, 
concern in this world to be unsubstantial, becomes eman- 
cipate. 4 * Bearing in mind these words of mine, do thou 
conduct thyself like one that has become emancipate#, 
whether it is a life of domesticity that thou wouldst lead 6 1 
pursue Emancipation without suffering thy understanding to 
he confounded.f 40 — Hearing these words of his with attention; 
Sagara, that lord of Earth, acquired those virtues which 


* The sense is that as the maintenance of wives and children is pain- 
ful, one should withdraw from the world and retire into solitude. — T. 

+ The sense seems to be this. Is it a life of domesticity that thou 
wouldst lead ? There is no harm in thy doing this, provided thou be- 
havest in the way pointed out. Is it Emancipation that thou Wouldst 
pursue (in the usual way, i. a, by retiring into solitude and betaking 
thyself to Sannyasa ? Thou mayst then behave in the way pointed 
out, and, indeed, that is the way of Sannyasa which leads to Eman- 
dpatiou.-'T. • • / 4 , 







*' The planet Yenus is supposed to be the sage XJ^anas or Cukra.—T. 

-t The Commentator explains the allusion by saying that formerly 
/Vishnu, induced by the deities, used his discus for striking off the head 
f>£ Ucanas J mother. Hence the wrath of TJganas against the deities and 
;';lp£ desire to succour their foes, the Danavas.— T» 

% The construction of this Yerse i3 very difficult. The order of the 
pyords is,*— I ndrotha jagatah prabhuh. Bhanada &c., tasya kogasya pra- 
|ffiavishnuh.— T« ; - i 
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are productive of Emancipation and continued, with their 
aid, to rule his subjects/ ” 47 


Section COXC. 

“Yudhishthira said, — 'This curiosity, 0 sire, is always 
dwelling in my mind. O grandsire of the Kurus, I desire 
to fhear everything about it from thee ! l Why was the 
celestial Rishi, the high-souled IJganas, called also Kavi, 
engaged in doing what was agreeable to the Asuras and dis- 
agreeable to the deities? 2 Why was he engaged in diminish- 
ing the energy of the deities ? Why were the Danavas 
always engaged in hostilities with the foremost of the 
deities ? 3 Possessed of the splendour of an immortal, for 
what reason did Uganas obtain the name of Cukra ? How 
also did he acquire such superior excellence? Tell me all. 
about these things/ Though possessed of great energy, why 
does he not succeed in travelling to the centre of the firma- 
ment ? I desire, 0 grandsire, to learn everything about all 
these matters !’* 5 

“Bhishma said,— 'Listen, 0 king, with attention to all 
this as it occurred truly. 0 sinless one, I shall narrate these 
matters to thee as I have heard and understood them. 0 Of firm 
vows and honored by all, IJganas, that descendant of Bhrigu s 
race, became engaged in doing what was disagreeable to the 
deities for an adequate cause.i** 7 The royal Kuvera, the chief 
of the Yakshas and the Rakshas, is the lord of the treasury of 
Indfa, that master of the universe.^ 8 The great ascetic TJganas, 
crowned with Yoga-success, entered the person of Kuvera, and 
depriving the lord of treasures of his liberty by means of 
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Yoga, robbed him of all his wealth .* 9 Seeing his wealth taken 
away from him, the lord of treasures became highly displeas- 
ed. Filled with anxiety, and his wrath also being excited, 
he went to that foremost of gods, viz., Mahadeva . 10 Kuvera 
represented the matter unto Giva of immeasurable energy, 
that first of gods, fierce and amiable, and possessed of various 
forms . 11 And he said, — lianas, having spiritualised himself 
by Yoga, entered my form and depriving myself of liberty, 
has taken away all my wealth. Having by Yoga entered my 
body he has again left it. 12 — Hearing these words, Mahe9wara 
of supreme Yoga-powers became filled with rage. His eyes, 
O king, became blood-red, and taking up his lance he waited 
(ready to strike down U^anas ). 13 Indeed, having taken up 
that foremost of weapons, the great god began to say, — Where 
is he ? Where is he ? — Meanwhile, Guanas, having ascer- 
tained the purpose of Mahadeva (through Yoga-power) from 
a distance, waited in silence . 14 Indeed, having ascertained 
the fact of the wrath of the high-so tiled Mahe9wara of 
superior Yoga-power, the puissant U^anas began to reflect as 
to whether he should go to Mahe9wara or fly away or remain 
where he was . 15 Thinking, with the aid of his severe penan- 
ces, of the high-souled Mahadeva, Dianas of soul crowned 
with Yoga-success, placed himself on the point of Mahadeva’s 
lance . 16 The bow-armed Rudra, understanding that lianas, 
whose penances had become successful and who had converted 
himself into the form of pure Knowledge, was staying at the 
point of his lance (and finding that he was unable to hurl 
the lance at one who was upon it), bent that weapon with 
Ms hand , 17 When the fierce-armed and puissant Mahadeva 
of immeasurable energy had thus bent his lance (into the 
form of a bow), that weapon came to be called from that time 
by the name of Pinalca. f 18 The lord of TJma, beholding 


* Persons crowned with Yoga-success are competent to enter the 
bodies of others and deprive the latter of the power of will Indeed, the 
belief is that the latter then become fmere automata incapable of act- 
ing in any other way except as directed by the enlivening possessor, — T. 
t The etymology of ‘Pin&ka* is ‘panina anamayak* Thfe initial 
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Bhargava thus brought upon the palm of his hand, opened hi& 
mouth. The chief of the gods then threw Bhargava into his 
mouth and swallowed him at once. 19 The puissant and high- 
souled U^anas of Bhrigu’s race, entering the stomach of 
Mahe^wara, began to wander there/ 20 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘How, 0 king, could TJ<janas succeed 
In wandering within the stomach of that foremost of superior 
Intelligence ? What also did that illustrious god do while 
the Brahmana was within his stomach ? 7 * 21 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In days of yore, (having swallowed up 
Uganas), Mahadeva of severe vows entered the waters and 
remained there like an immovable stake of wood, 0 king, for 
millions of years (engaged in Yoga-meditation). 22 His Yoga 
penances of the austerest type having been over, he rose 
'from the mighty lake. Then that primeval god of the gods, 
•viz,, the eternal Brahman, approached him, 23 and enquired after 
the progress of his penances and after his welfare. The deity 
having the bull for his emblem answered, saying, — My penan- 
ces have been well practised. 24 — Of inconceivable soul, pos- 
sessed of great intelligence, and ever devoted to the religion 
of truth, Cankara saw that TJ^anas within his stomach had 
Ibecome greater in consequence of those penances of his.f 2S 
That foremost of Yogins, (viz., U^anas,) rich with that wealth 
of penances and the wealth (he had appropriated from Kuvera)* 
shone brightly in the three worlds, endued with great 
energy, t 26 After this, Mahadeva armed with Pin aka, that 
soul of Yoga, once more betook himself to Yoga-meditation, 
U^anas, however, filled with anxiety, began to wander with- 
in the stomach of the great god. 27 The great ascetic began 


final letter of 6 p&ni 5 (pi) and the middle letter of ‘anamayat 5 (na), with the 
suffix l ka’ make ‘Pin aka. 5 — T. 

* The last half of the last line may be taken as applying to U§anas, — T 
f The ‘vriddhim 5 that MaMdeva saw could not be his own, for the 
greatest cannot be greater. The Commentator, therefore, is right in 
holding that ‘vriddhim’ refers to the greatness of XJganas within Maha- 
• deva’s stomach, — T. 

t The ‘sa 5 refers to Uganas and not to Mahadeva, as the Commentator 
lightly points eufc.—X ■ •• - ■•*■■■■ : 
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'to hymn the praises of the god from where lie was, desirous 
of finding an outlet for escape. Rudra, however, having 
stopped all his outlets, prevented him from coming out. 28 
The great ascetic U<janas, however, O chastiser of foes, from 
within Mahadeva’s stomach repeatedly addressed the god, 
saying, — -Show me thy kindness ! 29 — Unto him Mahadeva said, 
—Go out through my urethra ! — He had stopped up all other 
outlets of his body. 30 Confined on everyside and unable to 
find out the outlet indicated, the ascetic began to wander 
hither and thither, burning all the while with Mahadeva’s 
energy. 31 At last he found the outlet and issued through it. 
In consequence of this fact he came to be called by the name 
of Qwkra, and it is in consequence of that fact he also be- 
came unable to attain (in course of his wanderings) the central 
point of the firmament. 82 Beholding him come out of his 
stomach and shining brightly with energy, Bhava, filled with 
anger, stood with lance uplifted in his hand. 83 The goddess 
Uma then interposed and forbade the angry lord of all crea- 
tures, viz., her spouse, «to slay the Brokmana. And in con- 
sequence of Umas having thus prevented her lord from 
accomplishing his purpose, the ascetic Ucanas (from that day) 
became the son of the goddess. 34 

“ ‘The goddess said, — This Brahman a no longer deserves 
to be slain by thee. He has become my son. 0 god, one 
who comes out of thy stomach does not deserve slaughter at 
thy hands P — ’ - . \ f 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘Pacified by these words of his 
spouse, Bhava smiled and said repeatedly these words, 0 king, 
viz., — Let this one go withersoever he likes P — Bowing unto 
the boon-giving Mahadeva and to also his spouse the goddess 
Uma, the great ascetic U§anas, endued with superior intelli- 
gence, proceeded to the place he chose. 87 I have thus narra- 
ted to thee, 0 chief of the Bharatas, the story of the high- 
souled Bhargava about which thou hadst asked me/ ” 3S 
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Section COXGI. 

"Yudhishthira said,— ‘O thou of mighty arms, tell me, 
after this, what is beneficial for us. 0 grandsire, I am never 
satiated with thy words which seem to me like Amrita. 1 
What are those good acts, O best of men, by accomplishing 
which a man succeeds in obtaining what is for his highest 
benefit both here and hereafter, 0 giver of boons !’ 2 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection I shall narrate to thee 
what the celebrated king Janaka had enquired, in days of 
yore, of the high-souled Para^ara. 8 — What is beneficial for 
all creatures both in this world and the next ? Do thou tell 
me what should be known by all in this connection ! 4 — Thus 
questioned, Paraijara, possessed of great ascetic merit and 
conversant with the ordinances of every religion,* said these 
words, desirous of favouring the king. 6 

“ ‘ParaQara said, — Righteousness earned by acts is of 
supreme benefit both in this world and the next. The sages 
of old have said that there is nothing higher than Righteous- 
ness. 6 By accomplishing the duties of righteousness a man 
becomes honored in heaven. The Righteousness, again, of 
embodied creatures, 0 best of kings, consists in the ordi- 
nances (laid down in the scriptures) on the subject of acts.j- 
All good men belonging to the several modes of life, estab- 
lishing their faith on that righteousness, accomplish their 
respective duties.* 7 Four methods of living, O child, have 
been ordained in this world. (Those four methods are the 
acceptance of gifts for Brahmanas ; the realisation of taxes 
for Kshatriyas ; agriculture for Vaicjyas ; and service of the 

* I. e., the religions of all the orders and all the modes of life.— T. 

t The scriptural injunctions are that one should sacrifice in honor of 

the gods, pour libations on the sacred fire, make gifts, &c. In these 
exists Righteousness. — T. 

t The grammar of the third line is a little involved. ‘Tasmin’ refers 
to ‘Dharme’. Supply ‘nishthavantah’ after ‘tasmin’. The sense, of 
course, is that believing in the efficacy of righteousness, people of all 
xagdes of life accomplish the duties of their respective modes.— T. 
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three other classes for the Cudras). Wherever men live the 
means of support; come to them of themselves. 8 Accomplish- 
ing by various ways acts that are virtuous or sinful (for the 
purpose of earning their means of support), living creatures, 
when dissolved into their five constituent elements, attain to 
diverse ends.* 9 As vessels of white brass, when steeped in 
liquified gold or silver, catch the hue of these metals, even 
so a living creature, who is completly dependant upon the 
acts of his past lives, takes his color from the character of 
those acts. 10 Nothing can sprout forth without a seed. No 
one can obtain happiness without having accomplished acts 
capable of leading to happiness. When one's body is dissolved 
away (into its constituent elements), one succeeds in attain- 
ing to happiness only in consequence of the good acts of 
previous lives. 11 The sceptic argues, 0 child, saying, — I do 
not behold that anything in this world is the result of destiny 
or the virtuous and sinful acts of past lives. Inference can-* 
not establish the existence or operation of destiny.f The 
deities, the Gandharvas and the Danavas have become what 
they are in consequence of their own nature (and not of their 
acts of past lives). 18 People never recollect in their next 
lives the acts done by them in previous ones. For explaining 
the acquisition of fruits in any particular life people seldom 
name the four kinds of acts' alleged to have been accomplish* 
ed in past lives.! 10 The declarations having the Vedas for 


* The sinful become intermediate animals. The virtuous attain to 
heaven. They that are both virtuous and sinful attain to the status of 
humanity, They that actpiire Knowledge become Emancipate, 
t Destiny here means the result of the acts of past lives. — T* 

% The reading I adopt is ‘jacikrifcam karma &$.* Hence, this Verse 
also represents the arguments- of the sceptic or the Oharvakas. The 
four kinds of acts are ,Nitya, Naimittika, Kamya, and Nishiddhya. If, 
however, for ‘j&fcikritam karma &c,* the reading ‘yantyakritam karipa’ 
he adopted, the meaning would be — ‘In one’s next life one does not meet 
with fruits that are not the results of one’s acts of past life. This musts 
be so, for the opposite opinion would imply the destruction of acts and 
their consequences. Then again such an opinion would conflict with the 
received opinion of mankind, for men, when they obtain the fruits o| 
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ISieir authority have been made for regulating the conduct 
■of men in this world, and for tranquillizing the minds of 
men. These (the sceptic says), 0 child, cannot represent 
the utterances of men possessed of true wisdom. 14 This 
■opinion is wrong. In reality, one obtains the fruits of what- 
'ever among the four kinds of acts one does with the eye, 
■the mind, the tongue, and muscles.* 16 As the fruit of his 
acts, 0 king, a person sometimes obtains happiness wholly, 
•sometimes misery in the same way, and sometimes happiness 
and misery blended together. Whether righteous or sinful, 
•acts are never destroyed (except by enjoyment or endurance 
of their fruits)/f lG Sometimes, 0 child, the happiness due 
to good acts remains concealed and covered in such a way 
that it does not display itself in the case of the person who 
is sinking in life's ocean till his sorrows disappear. 17 After 
sorrow has been exhausted (by endurance), one begins to 
-enjoy (the fruits of ) one’s good acts. And know, 0 king, 
that upon the exhaustion of the fruits of good acts, those of 
sinful acts begin to manifest themselves. 18 Self-restraint, 
•forgiveness, patience, energy, contentment, truthfulness of 
speech, modesty, abstention from injury, freedom from the 
-evil practices called vyasana , and cleverness, — these are 

any act, always recollect the four kinds of acts of a past life for explain- 
ing the accession of those fruits. — T. 

* Verses 12 to 14 represent the theory of the sceptic, and I have 
rendered them as such. Only by reading Verse 13 as ‘yantyakritam kar- 
ma &e.,’ the Commentator points out that it may be taken as an obser- 
vation of ParS^ara himself. As regards Verse 15, it represents the ipse 
dixit of the speaker. He does not think that the sceptic is at all en- 
titled to a reply. It is scarcely necessary to say that the Burdwan 
translator makes a thorough mess of these Verses. K. P. Singha gives 
the substance correctly.-— -T. 

t The Commentator shows that this is an answer to the sceptic’s 
averment about Hature being the cause of everything. Fire is hot by 
nature, therefore, it does not become hot at one time, cold at another, 
«tnd lukewarm at another time. One becomes either wholly happy or 
wholly unhappy or wholly happy and unhappy at the same time. Man’s 
manure sould not be such. The difference of state is produced by differ- 
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productive of happiness. 12 No creature is eternally subject to* 
the fruits of his good or bad acts. The man possessed of 
wisdom should always strive to collect and fix his mind. 30 
One never has to enjoy or endure the good and bad acts of 
another. Indeed, one enjoys and endures the fruits of only 
those acts that one does oneself 21 The person that casts off 
both happiness and misery walks along a particular path, 
(the path, viz*, of knowledge). Those men, however, 0 king,, 
who suffer themselves to be- attached to all worldly objects,, 
tread along a path that is entirely different. 22 A person 
should not himself do that act which, if done- by another, 
would call down his censure. Indeed, by doing an act that 
one censures in others, one incurs ridicule. 23 A Kshatriya 
bereft of courage, a Brahmana that takes every kind of food,, 
a Valgya unendued with exertion (in respect of agriculture 
and other money-making pursuits), a Cudra that is idle (and, 
therefore, averse to labour), a learned person without good’ 
behaviour, one of high birth but destitute of righteous con- 
duct, a Brahmana fallen away from truth, a woman that is* 
unchaste and wicked, 24 a Yogin endued with attachments,, 
one that cooks food for one’s own self, an ignorant person 
employed in making a discourse, a kingdom without a king,, 
and a king that cherishes no affection for his subjects and’ 
who is destitute of Yoga, — these all, 0 king, are deserving 
of pity !- 




* A Brahmana is precluded from eating many things. Many things; 
again that he is competent to eat, he cannot eat on all days of the year. 
In fact, there are many rules for regulating the fare of a Brahmana. 
To this day, an orthodox Brahmana abstains from many kinds of food. 
A Brahmana, therefore, who is unscrupulous in respect of his food,, 
is no Brahmana and deserves to be pitied. Similarly, a man who* 
cooks food for himself is an object of pity. Raw food, such as fruits, 
&c., one may take without offering a share thereof to guests and others. 
But cooked food can never be taken without a share thereof being 
given to others. ‘Yaticha Brahmacharieha pakkannaswaminavubhauV 
hence he that takes cooked food without giving a share to these is sakl 
to eat ‘Brahmaswam* or that which belongs to a Brahmana.— T. 
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“ ‘Para<jara said, — That man who, having obtained this car, 
viz., his body endued with mind, goes on, curbing with 
the reins of knowledge the steeds represented by the objects 
of the senses, should certainly be regarded as possessed of 
intelligence. 1 The homage (in the form of devotion to and 
concentrated meditation on the Supreme) by a person whose 
. mind is dependant on itself and who has cast off the means of 
livelihood, is worthy of high praise, — that homage, namely, 
0 regenerate one, which is the result of instructions received 
from one who has succeeded in transcending acts but not 
obtained from the mutual discussion of men in the same state 
of progress.* 3 Having obtained the allotted period of life, 
O king, with such difficulty, one should not diminish it (by 
indulgence of the senses). On the other hand, man should 
always exert, by righteous acts, for his gradual advancement.! 8 
Among the six different colors that Jiva attains at different 
periods of his existence, he who falls away from a superior 
color deserves obloquy and censure. Hence, one that has 
attained to the result of good acts should conduct oneself in 
such a way as to avoid all acts stained by the quality of 


* This is a very abstruse Verse. The grammatical construction of 
the first line is ‘agritena manasa vrittihinasya seva gasyate’. ‘Agritena 1 
is ‘nir51amvanena’. By ‘seva’ is meant homage paid to the Supreme in 
the form of devotion and concentrated meditation. It implies, of 
course, a thorough reliance on God. ‘Vnttihina’ is one who has cast 
off the means of livelihood, implying one who abstains from worldly 
objects. In the second line, ‘dwija’ is a vocative. ‘Nirvritta’ is ‘nish- 
panna’, qualifying ‘seva’. ‘Atihastat’ is ‘from one who has transcended 
the use of the hand, i. e., the necessity of acts. ‘Atihastanirvritta’ 
means ‘obtained from a competent preceptor’. In brief, what is stated 
here is that such ‘seva’ should be learnt from competent preceptors and 
' not by discussion among persons in the stage of spiritual progress.— T. 

I * The object of this Verse, the Commentator points out, is to show 
Ahe desirability of practising that ‘seva’ soon or without loss of 
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Rajas .* 4 Man attains to a superior color by righteous acts. 
Unable to acquire a superior hue, for such acquisition is 
extremely difficult, a person, by doing sinful acts only slays 
himself (by sinking into hell and falling down into an inferior 
color ). 5 All sinful acts that are committed unconsciously or 
in ignorance are destroyed by penances. A sinful act, how- 
ever, that is committed knowingly, produces much sorrow . 6 
Hence, one should never commit sinful acts which have for 
their fruit only sorrow . 7 The man of intelligence would never 
do an act that is sinful in character even if it lead to the 
greatest advantage, just as a person that is pure would never 
touch a Chandala.f 8 How miserable is the fruit I see of 
sinful acts ! Through sin the very vision of the sinner be- 
comes perverse, and he confounds his body and its unstable 
accompaniments with the Soul I ^ 9 That foolish man who does 
not succeed in betaking himself to Renunciation in this world 
becomes afflicted with great grief when he departs to the 
next world .! 10 An uncolored cloth, when dirty, can be 
cleaned, but not a piece of cloth that is dyed with black ; 
even so, O king, listen to me with care, is it the case with 
sin . 11 That man who, having knowingly committed sin, 
acts righteously for expiating that sin, has to enjoy and 
endure the fruits of his good and bad acts separately.il 12 The 
utterers of Brahma maintain, under the authority of what has 


* In the discourse of Sanatkmnara to Vritra, these six colors have 
been mentioned, and the nature of the acts by which one attains to a 
superior color or falls down from a superior to an inferior one. Vide 
Sec. 280, ante, — T. 

t A particular kind of C hand ala is called ls kugalm , .— ' T. 

% ‘JPratyapannasya 3 is ‘viparita-drishteh 3 . ‘N&fcma 3 is ‘dehadih* ‘Tatah* 
is *papaddhetoh’. ‘Yirochate 3 is ‘vigeshena atmatwena roehate.— -T. 

$ Tratyapattih* is ‘Tairagyam’ or Benunciafcion. As regards 
e Prasthitasya J it may be taken either as implying one that is dead or 
one that has betaken himself to Yoga. In the latter case, the Terse 
would mean that that man who betakes himself to Yoga without adopt* 
ing Pronunciation meets with much sorrow.—*®. 

% The object of this Terse is to show that oonsdous sin can never 
be destroyed, by expiation. The only means by which sin can be 
.destroy ed is by enduring its fruits.— -T. 2. 
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been laid down in the Yedas, that all acts of injury commit- 
ted in ignorance are cancelled by acts of righteousness. 13 A 
sin, however, that is committed consciously is never cancelled 
by righteousness. Thus say the regenerate utterers of Brah- 
ma who are conversant with the scriptures of Brahman. 14 
As regards myself, my view is that whatever acts are done, 
be they righteous or sinful, be they done knowingly or other- 
wise, remain (and are never destroyed unless their fruits are 

enjoyed or endured).* 16 Whatever acts are done by the mind 
with full deliberation, produce, according to their grossness 
or subtility, fruits that are gross or subtile. f 1G Those acts, 
however, 0 thou of righteous soul, which are fraught with 
great injury, if done in ignorance, do without fail produce 
consequences and even consequences that lead to hell, with 
this difference that those consequences are disproportionate in 
point of gravity to the acts that produce them.* 11 As to those 
acts (of a doubtful or unrighteous nature) that may be done 
by the deities or ascetics of reputation, a righteous man 
should never do their like or, informed of them, should never 
censure them.! 18 That man who, reflecting with his mind, 
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O king, and ascertaining his own ability, accomplishes right* 
eous acts, certainly obtains what is for his benefit. 18 Water 
poured into an unbaked vessel gradually becomes less and 
less and finally escapes altogether. If kept, however, in a 
baked vessel, it remains without its quantity being diminished. 
After the same manner, acts done without reflection with the 
aid of the understanding do not become beneficial ; while acts 
done with judgment remain with undiminished excellence and 
yield happiness as their result, 20 If into a vessel containing 
water other water be poured, the water that was originally 
there increases in quantity ; even so all acts done with 
judgment, be they equitable or otherwise, only add to one's 
stock of righteousness. 21 - 22 A king should subjugate his foes 
and all who seek to assert their superiority, and he should 
properly rule and protect his subjects. One should ignite 
one's sacred fires and pour libations on them in diverse 
sacrifices, and retiring into the woods in either one’s middle 
or old age, should live there (practising the duties of the 
two last modes of life). 23 Endued with self-restraint, and 
possessed of righteous behaviour, one should look upon all 
creatures as on one’s ownself. One should again reverence 
one’s superiors. By the practice of truth and of good con- 
duct, 0 king, one is sure to obtain happiness. — ’ 


Section OCXCIII 


“ ‘Paragara said,— Nobody in this world does good to 
another. Nobody is seen to make gifts to others. All 
persons are seen to act for their own selves. 1 People are seen 
to cast off their very parents and their uterine brothers when 
these cease to be affectionate. What need be said then of 
relatives of other degrees ? 2 * Gifts to a distinguished person 
and acceptance of the gifts made by a distinguished person 
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both lead to equal merit Of these two acts, however, the' 
making of a gift is superior to the acceptance of a gift .* 3 
That wealth which is acquired by proper means and increased 
also by proper means, should be protected with care for the 
sake of acquiring virtue. This is an accepted truth . 4 One 
desirous of acquiring righteousness should never earn wealth 
by means involving injury to others. One should accomplish 
one’s acts according to one’s power, without zealously pursu- 
ing wealth . 5 By giving water, whether cold or heated by fire, 
with a devoted mind, unto a (thirsty) guest, according to 
the best of one’s power, one earns the merit that attaches to 
the act of giving food to a hungry man . 8 The high-souled 
Rantideva obtained success in all the worlds by worshipping 
the ascetics with offerings of only roots and fruits and 
leaves . 7 The royal son of Civi also won the highest regions of 
felicity by having gratified Surya along with his companion- 
with offerings of the same kind . 8 All men, by taking birth, 
incur debts to gods, guests, servants, Pitris, and their own 
selves. Every one should, therefore, do his best for freeing 
himself from those debts . 9 One frees oneself from one’s debt to 
the great Rishis by studying the Vedas. One pays off one’s 
debts to the gods by performing sacrifices. By performing 
the rites of the Craddha one is freed from one’s debts to the 


Dhyana and Dharana.— *T 

' 



* This has reference to TJ^anas 3 s attaining to the status of a planet 
'Venus) in the firmament.— T, 


have been seen to attain to ascetic success. 12 Richika’s son 
became the son of Vi^wamitra. By adoring the deities who 
have shares in sacrificial offerings, with Richs, (he attained 
to success in after life). 13 TJ^anas became Cukra by having 
gratified the god of gods. Indeed, by hymning the praises 
of the goddess (TJma), he sports in the firmament, endued 
with great splendour.* 14 Then, again, Asifca and Devala, and 
Narada and Parvata, and Kakshivat, and Jamadagni’s son 
Rama, and Tandya possessed of cleansed soul, 16 and Vac^ish- 
tha, and Jamadagni, and Yi^wamitra, and Atri, and Bhara- 
dwaja, and Harigma^ru, and Kundadhara, and CrutaQravas/* 
— these great Rishis, by adoring Vishnu with concentrated 
minds with the aid of Richs, and by penances, succeeded 
in attaining to success through the grace of that great deity 
endued with intelligence/ 7 Many undeserving men, by ador- 
ing that good deity, obtained great distinction. One should 
not seek for advancement by achieving any wicked or censur- 
able act/ 8 That wealth which is earned by righteous ways 
is true wealth. Fie on that wealth, however, which is earned 
by unrighteous means. Righteousness is eternal. It should 
never, in this world, be abandoned from desire of wealth/ 9 
That righfceous-souled person who keeps his sacred fire and 
offers his daily adorations to the deities is regarded as the 
foremost of righteous persons. All the Yedas, 0 foremost of 
kings, are established on the three sacred fires (called 
Dakshina, Garhapatya, and Ahavaniya). 20 That Brahmana 
is said to possess the sacred fire whose acts exist in their 
entirety. It is better to at once abandon the sacred fire than 
to keep it, abstaining the while from acts/ 1 The sacred fire, 
the mother, the father who has begotten, and the preceptor, 
0 tiger among men, should all be duly waited upon and served 
with humility/ 2 That man who, casting off all feelings of 
pride, humbly waits upon and serves them that are venerable 
for age, who is possessed of learning and destitute of lust, 
who looketh upon all creatures with an eye of love, who has 
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* ‘Nadantah 3 is one word. It means ‘Hins&-$unyah . 3 ‘HantLcchi- 
natti iti danta * 3 Its reverse is ‘Nadantah. 3 — T, 
t ‘Nirddishta’ refers to ‘Seva. 5 — T. 

% L e., they ta?ke the hues of the society they keep. Hence, it is 
very desirable for them to live with the good,— T. 


w ‘ParaQara said, — The lowest order, it is proper, should 
•derive their sustenance from the three other orders. Such 
service, rendered with affection and reverence, makes them 
righteous.f 1 If the ancestors of any Gudra were not en- 
gaged in service, he should not still engage himself in any 
other occupation (than service). Truly, he should apply 
himself to service as his occupation . 2 In my opinion, it is 
proper for them to associate, under all circumstances, with 
good men devoted to righteousness, but never with those 
that are wicked . 3 As in the Eastern hills, jewels and metals 
blaze with greater splendour in consequence of their adja- 
cence to the Sun, even so the lowest order blazes with 
-splendour in consequence of their association with the good . 4 
A piece of white cloth assumes that hue with which it is dyed. 
Even such is the case with Oudras.i® Hence also, one 
should attach oneself to all good qualities but never to quali- 
ties that are evil The life of human beings in this world 
is fleeting and transitory .• That wise man who, in happiness 
as also in misery, achieves only what is good, is regarded 
as a true observer of the scriptures . 7 That man who is 
endued with intelligence would never do an act which is 
dissociated from virtue, however high may the advantages be 
of that act. Indeed, such an act is not regarded as truly 
beneficial 8 That lawless king who, snatching thousands of 
kine from their lawful owners, gives them away (unto deserv- 
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no wealth, who is righteous in his acts, and who is destitute 
of the desire of inflicting any kind of harm (upon any one), 
that truly respectable man is worshipped in this world by 
those that are good and pious.* — * ” 2S 
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lug persons), acquires no fruit (from that &cfc of giving)" 
beyond an empty sound (expressive of the act he does). On 
the other hand, he incurs the sin of theft, 9 The Self-born at 
first created the Being called Dhatrl held In universal res- 
pect. Dhatri created a son who was engaged In upholding 
all the worlds.* 10 Worshipping that deity, the Vaitjya 
employs himself, for the means of his support, In agriculture 
and the rearing of cattle. The Kshatriyas should employ 
themselves in the task of protecting all the other classes. 
The Brahmanas should only enjoy. 11 As regards the Cudras,. 
they should engage themselves in the task of humbly and 
honestly collecting together the articles that are to be offered 
in sacrifices, and in cleaning altars and other places where 
sacrifices are to be performed. If each order acts in this way,, 
righteousness would not suffer any diminution. 12 If righte- 
ousness is preserved in its entirety, all creatures inhabiting 
the Earth would be happy. Beholding the happiness of all 
creatures on Earth, the deities in heaven become filled with 
gladness. 13 Hence, that king who, agreeably to the duties 
laid down for his order, protects the other classes, becomes 
worthy of respect. Similarly, the Brahmana that is employ- 
ed in studying the scriptures, the Vai<?ya that Is engaged im 
earning wealth, 14 and the Oudra that Is always engaged in 
serving the three other classes with concentrated attention,, 
become objects of respect. By conducting themselves In 
other ways, O chief of men, each order is said to fall away 
from virtue, 16 Keeping aside gifts by thousands, even twenty 
eowries that one may give painfully, having earned them- 
righteously, will be productive of the great benefit. 16 Those 
persons, 0 king, who make gifts unto Brahmanas after re- 
verencing them duly, reap excellent fruits commensurate 
with those gifts. 17 That gift Is highly prized which the 
donor makes after seeking out the donee and honoring him 
properly. That gift is middling which the cjpnor makes upon 
solicitation. 18 That gift, however, which is made contempt- 
ously and without any reverence, Is said to be very inferior 
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(in point of merit). Even thus is what those utterers of the 
truth, viz., the sages, say. 19 While sinking in this ocean of 
life, man should always seek to cross that ocean by various 
means. Indeed, he should so exert himself that he might be 
freed from the bonds of this world. 20 The Brahman a shines 
by self-restraint ; the Kshatriya by victory; the Vaigya by 
wealth ; while the Oudra always shines in glory through 
cleverness in serving (the three other orders). — ’ ” 2L 


Section CCXCV. 


“ ‘Paracjara said, — In the Brahmana, wealth acquired by 
acceptance of gifts, in the Kshatriya that won by victory 
In battle, in the Ya^ya that obtained by following the 
duties laid down for his order, and in the Oudra that earned 
by serving the three other orders, 1 however small its measure, 
is worthy of praise, and spent for the acquisition of virtue 
5s productive of great benefits. The Cudra is said to be the 
constant servitor of the three other classes. 2 If the Brah- 
mana, pressed for a living, betakes himself to the duties of 
either the Kshatriya or the Vaicjya, he does not fall off 
from righteousness. When, however, the Brahmana be- 
takes himself to the duties of the lowest order, then does 
he certainly fall off. 3 When the Oudra is unable to obtain 
his living by service of the three other orders, then trade, 
rearing of cattle, and the practice of the mechanical arts are 
lawful for him to follow. 4 Appearance on the boards of a 
theatre and disguising oneself in various forms, exhibition 
of puppets, the sale of spirits and meat, and trading in irqn- 
and leather, 6 should never be taken up for purposes of a 
living by one who had never before been engaged in those 
professions every one of which is regarded as censurable in 
the world. It hath been heard by us that if one engaged in 
them can abandon them, one then acquires great merit. 6 
When one that has become successful in life behaves sinfully 
in consequence of one’s mind being filled with arrogance, onp’s 
i under such circumstances can never pass for authority. 7 

s - that formerly mankind ;#ere 
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* The Burdwan translator gives a most ridiculous version of the 
expression fi Dhigdanda§aaauall. , Unable to catch the sense, which 
however is certainly very plain, he actually interprets the words to 
mean ‘living under the sway of king Dhigdanda * X. P. Singha gives 
the correct meaning.— T* • 

t In this Verse also, the Burdwan translator takes (Dhigdanda 1 as 
the name of a king. He gives an equally ridiculous version of the 
second line. ‘Abhyagachcehan 1 is explained by the Commentator as 
having Wishayan 1 understood after it. The sense is that they began to 
enjoy all objects of the senses to an excess. Both ‘Devan 1 and ‘Br&h- 
manan* are accusatives governed by *Avaraanya.‘ K. P. Singha trams* 
kies both the lines correctly.— T, 
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self-restrained, that they held righteousness in great esteem ; 
that the practices they followed for livelihood were all con- 
sistent with propriety and the injunctions laid down in the 
scriptures ; and that the only punishment that was required 
for chastising them when they went wrong was the crying of 
fie on them.* 8 At the time of which we speak, 0 king, 
Righteousness, and nothing else, was much applauded among 
men. Having achieved great progress in righteousness, men 
in those days worshipped only all good qualities that they 
saw. 9 The Aswras , however, 0 child, could not bear that 
righteousness which prevailed in the world. Multiplying (in 
both number and energy), the Asuras (in the form of Lust 
and Wrath) entered the bodies of men, 10 Then was pride 
generated in men that is so destructive of righteousness. 
From pride arose arrogance, and from arrogance arose wrath. 11 
When men thus became overwhelmed with wrath, conduct 
implying modesty and shame disappeared from them, and 
then they were overcome by heedlessness. 1? Afflicted by 
heedlessness, they could no longer see as before, and as the 
consequence thereof they began to oppress one another and 
thereby acquire wealth without any compunction. 13 When 
men became such, the punishment of only crying fie on 
offenders failed to be of any effect. Men, showing no 
reverence for either the gods or Brahmanas, began to indulge 
their senses to their fill.f 14 At that time the deities repaired 
to that foremost of gods, viz*, Oiva, possessed of patience, of 
multiform aspect, and endued with the foremost of attributes, 
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and sought his protection. 15 The deities imparted unto him- 
their conjoined energy, and thereupon the great god, with a 
single shaft, felled on the Earth those three Asuras, viz., 
Desire, Wrath, and Cupidity, who were staying in the firma- 
ment, along with their very habitations.* 18 The fierce chief 
of those Asuras, possessed of fierce prowess, who had struck 
the Devas with terror, was also slain by Mahadeva armed 
with the lance.'f 17 "When this chief of the Asuras was slain, 
men once more obtained their proper natures, and once more 
began to study the Yedas and the other scriptures as in 
former times. 18 Then the seven ancient Rishis came forward 
and installed Vasava as the chief of the gods and the ruler 
of heaven. And they took upon themselves the task of 
holding the rod of chastisement over mankind. 10 After the 
seven Rishis came king Viprithu (to rule mankind), and 
many other kings, all belonging to the Kshatriya order for 
separately ruling separate groups of human beings. 20 (When 
Mahadeva dispelled all evil passions from the minds of crea- 
tures) there were, in those ancient times, certain elderly 
men from whose minds all wicked feelings did not fly away. 21 
Hence, in consequence of that wicked state of their minds 
and of those incidents that were connected with it, there 
appeared many kings of terrible prowess who began to in- 
dulge in only such acts as were fit for Asuras. 22 Those- 
human beings that are exceedingly foolish adhere to those 
wicked acts, establish them as authorities, and follow them 
in practice to this day4 33 For this reason, 0 king, I say 


* This Verse is taken as a metaphorical statement. The three 
"Asuras are, of course, Kama, Krodha, and Lobha. ‘Gaganagah’ (stay- 
ing in the firmament) is interpreted as ‘existing in Maya.’ ‘Sapurah’ as 
•with their gross, subtile, and potential forms ‘felled on the Earth’ 
is explained as ‘merged into the pure chit.’ The whole is taken to 
imply a spiritual destruction of all the evil passions and a restoration 
of man to his original state of purity. — T. 

t This chief of the Asura passions was Mah^moha or great Heed- 
lessness. The word Devas here is taken to mean the senses. Of course. 



injury. 20 When one’s mind becomes divested of desire, .and 


-cult to render the phraseology of the first line. Literally rendered} 
the line would read £ they remain or stay on those acts, and establish 
them.’ Besides being unidiomatic, the sentence would be unmeaning, 
*To stay or remain on any act’ is to adhere to it. c To establish it’ is to 
regard it as a precedent and cause it to be regarded by others as a 
precedent. — T. 

* £ Samsiddhadhigamam r is explained by the Commentator thus: 
‘Samsiddhah’ is ‘nityasiddhah , 5 i, e £ atman f £ tadadhigamam ? is ‘afcma- 
^nanam.’ — T. 

t The very gods are subject to prosperity and adversity, and their 
erffedtss of loves and hates. There is no mode of life in which these may 
not be found. — T. 
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unto thee, having reflected properly with the aid of the 
scriptures, that one should abstain from all acts that are 
fraught with injury or malice and seek to acquire a know- 
ledge of the Soul.* 24 The man possessed of wisdom would 
not seek wealth for the performance of religious rites by 
ways that are unrighteous and that involve an abandonment 
of morality. Wealth earned by such means can never prove 
beneficial, 25 Do thou then become a Kshatriya of this kind! 
Do thou restrain thy senses, be agreeable to thy friends, 
and cherish, according to the duties of thy order, thy sub- 
jects, servants, and children l 26 Through the union of both 
prosperity and adversity (in man’s life), there arise friend-* 
ships and animosities, Thousands and thousands of existences 
are continually revolving (in respect of every Jiva), and in 
every mode of Jiva’s existence these must occur.f 27 For 
this reason, be thou attached to good qualities of every kind, 
but never to faults. Such is the character of good qualities 
that if the most foolish person, bereft of every virtue, hears 
himself praised for any good quality, he becomes filled with 
joy. 28 Virtue and sin exist, 0 king, only among men. These 
do not exist among creatures other than man. 29 One should, 
therefore, whether in need of food and other necessaries of 
life or transcending such need, be of virtuous disposition, 
acquire knowledge, always look upon all creatures as one’s 
own self, and abstain totally from inflicting any kind of 
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when all Darkness is dispelled from it, it is then that on© 
succeeds in obtaining what is auspicious. — ’ ” 31 


children, and servants . 3 One that becomes observant of 
this mode of life continually casts ones eye upon these ob- 
jects. Under these circumstances, one's attachments and 
aversions increase, and one ceases to regard one's (transitory) 
possessions as eternal and indestructible . 4 When a person 
becomes overwhelmed by attachment and aversion, and yields 
himself up to the mastery of earthly objects, the desire of 
enjoyment then seizes him, taking its rise from heedlessness, 
O king . 6 Thinking that person to be blessed who has the 
largest share of enjoyments in this world, the man devoted 
to enjoyment does not, in consequence of his attachment 
thereto, see that there is any other happiness besides what 
waits upon the gratification of the senses , 0 Overwhelmed with 
cupidity that results from such attachment, he then seeks to 
increase the number of his relatives and attendants, and for 
gratifying these latter he seeks to increase his wealth by every 
means in his power . 7 Filled with affection for children, such 
a person then commits, for the sake of acquiring wealth, acts 
that he knows to be evil, and gives way to grief if his 
wealth be lost 3 Having earned honors and always guarding 
against the defeat of his plans, he betakes himself to such 
means as would gratify his desire of enjoyment. At last* 
he meets with destruction as the inevitable consequence of 
the conduct he pursues , 8 It is. well known, however, that 
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true felicity is theirs that are endued with intelligence, that; 
are utterers of the eternal Brahma, that seek to accomplish 
only acts that are auspicious and beneficial, and that abstain 
from all acts that are optional and spring from desire alone.* 10 
From loss of all such objects in which are centred our affec- 
tions, from loss of wealth, 0 king, and from the tyranny of 
physical diseases and mental anguish, a person falls into 
despair. 11 From this despair arises an awakening of the 
souk From such awakening proceeds study of the Scrip- 
tures. From contemplation of the import of the scriptures, 
0 king, one sees the value of penance. 12 A person possessed 
of the knowledge of what is essential and what accidental, 
0 king, is very rare, — he, that is, who seeks to undergo 
penances, impressed with the truth that the happiness one 
derives from the possession of such agreeable objects as 
spouses and children leads ultimately to misery 13 Penan- 
ces, 0 child, are for all. They are ordained for even, the 
lowest order of men, (viz., Cudras), Penances set the self- 
restrained man having the mastery over all his senses on 
the way to heaven. 14 It was through penances that the puis- 
sant Lord of all creatures, 0 king, observing vows at parti- 
cular intervals, created all existent objects. 16 The Adityas, 
the Vasus, the Rudras, Agni, the A<jwins, the Maruts, the 
Vujwedevas, the Saddhyas, the Pitris, the Maruts, 15 the Yak- 
shas, the Rakshasas, the Gandharvas, the SIddhas and the 
other denizens of heaven, and, Indeed, all other celestials 
whatever, 0 child, have all been crowned , with success 
- through their penances. 17 Those Brahmanas whom Brahman 
created at the outset, succeeded through their penances in 
honoring not the Earth alone but the heaven also in which 
,they roved at pleasure. 18 In this world of mortals, they that 


\ # After ‘suk ham* supply ‘bhavati 5 or some such verb. ‘Tyajataih* 
stands by itself and refers to ‘kamya karma , 5 meaning, ‘they that abstain 
from such acts as are not nitya but as are only k&mya or optional. -^T. 

- The sense is that those who betake themselves to penances as the 
consequence of despair, are many. Those men, however, are very rare 
who adapt penances, being at once impressed that the happiness of 
domesticity is unreal and ends in misery.— X. , , . % 4 
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are kings, and those others that are householders born in 
high families, have all become what they are only in conse- 
quence of their penances.* 19 The silken robes they wear, 
the excellent ornaments that adorn their persons, the animals 
and vehicles they ride, and the seats they use are all the 
result of their penances. 20 The many charming and beautiful 
women, numbering by thousands, that they enjoy, and their 
residence in palatial mansions, are all due to their penances. 21 
•Costly beds and diverse kinds of delicious viands become theirs 
'that act righteously. 22 There is nothing in the three worlds, 
O scorcher of foes, that penances cannot attain. Even those 
'that are destitute of true knowledge win Renunciation as 
; the consequence of their penances.f 23 Whether in affluent 
circumstances or miserable, a person should cast off cupidity, 
reflecting on the scriptures, with the aid of his mind and 
understanding, 0 best of kings. 24 Discontent is productive 
of misery. (Discontent is the result of cupidity.) Cupidity 
leadeth to the stupefaction of the senses. The senses being 
stupified, one’s wisdom disappears like knowledge not kept 
up by continued application. 25 When one’s wisdom dis- 
appears, one fails to discriminate what is proper from what 
is improper. Hence, when one’s happiness is destroyed (and 
one becomes subject to misery) one should practise the aus- 
terest of penances.:}: 26 That which is agreeable is called 
happiness. That which is disagreeable is said to be misery. 
When penances are practised, the result is happiness. When 
they are not practised, the result is misery. Behold the 

* L e., their penances of past lives.—- T. 

t I am not sure that I have correctly understood the second line of 
this Terse. ‘Akritakarmanam’ is explained by the Commentator as 
* < anutpannatattwajnananam, > and ‘upabhogaparityagah’ is Renunciation 
or ‘Vairagyam’ ‘phalani 5 has ‘tapasah’ understood before it. But why 
fphalanfl instead of ‘phalam 2— T. 

J The second line of this Verse concludes the argument. The ‘tas* 
mat has reference to all the statements before, and not to only the 
flue of 26. The statement in the second line is the s&m^ as the 
second line of Terse 13 above,— I, * 



the verse wo aid be unmeaning. — T, 
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fruits of practising and abstaining from penances l* 27 By 
practising stainless penances, people always meet with aus- 
picious consequences of every kind, enjoy all good things, 
and attain to great fame.f 28 He, however, who, by abandon- 
ing (stainless penances,) betakes himself to penances from 
desire of fruit, meets with many disagreeable consequences, 
and disgrace and sorrow of diverse kinds, as the fruits there- 
of, all of which have worldly possessions for their cause4 28 
Notwithstanding the desirability of practising righteousness, 
penances, and gifts, the wish springs up- in his mind of 
accomplishing all kinds of forbidden acts. By thus perpe- 
trating diverse kinds of sinful acts, he goes to* hell.$° 0 That 
person, 0 best of men, who, in both happiness and’ misery, 
does not fall away from’ the duties ordained for him, is said 
to have the scriptures for his eye. 31 It is said that the 
pleasure one derives from the gratification of ones senses of 
touch, tongue, sight, scent, and hearing, 0 monarch, lasts only 
so long as a shaft urged from the bow takes in falling down 
upon the Earth. 32 Upon the cessation of that pleasure-, 
which is so short-lived, one experiences the most keen agony. 
It is only the senseless that do not applaud the felicity 
of Emancipation that is unrivalled. 53 Beholding the misery 
that attends the gratification of the senses, they that are 
possessed of wisdom cultivate the virtues of tranquillity 
and self-restraint for the purpose- of attaining to Emancipa- 


* I expand the second line a little for making it intelligible.— T. 
t By ‘stainless penances’ is meant ‘nishkamam tapah’ or penances 
undertaken without desire of fruit. — T. 

x ‘Tyaktwa* has ‘nishkalmasham tapah’ understood after it. The 
order of the words is ‘Phalarthi apriyani &c., vishyatmakam tat pha- 
lanx prapnotL’ The distinction between £ nishkamam , and ‘sakamam 
tapah* is this : through the former one attains to happiness. Even the 
earthly wealth he earns becomes fraught with happiness through the 
latter, however,, one meets with diverse kinds of. sorrow resulting from 
the earthly possessions he succeeds in obtaining.— T. 

$ The grammar of the first line is this : ‘Dharme tapasi d&ne cha 
Uaii avihitakarme) vidhitsa &e.’ If ‘vidhitsa* be taken with ‘dharme 
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tion. la consequence of their righteous behaviour, wealthy 
and pleasure can never succeed In afflicting them.* 24 House- 
holders may, without any compunction, enjoy wealth and 
other possessions that are obtained without Exertion. As 
regards, however, the duties of their order (that are laid 
down in the scriptures), these, I am of opinion, they should 
discharge with the aid of Exertion.f 25 The practice of those*, 
that are honored, that are born in high families, and that 
have their eyes always turned towards the Import of the 
scriptures, is incapable of being followed by those that are 
sinful and that are possessed of unrestrained minds. 26 AH 
acts that are done by man under the influence of vanity, 
meet with destruction, Hence, for them that are respectable 
and truly righteous there is no other act in this world to do 
than penance4 s7 As regards, those householders, however, 
that are addicted to acts, they should, with their whole 


* The first line is difficult to construe. ‘Tatah’ means fin conse- 
quence of the pain that attends the gratification of the senses.’ f Sar* 
yasya 5 refers to ‘vivekinah 3 ; ‘jyayase phalartham 3 is Tor the sake of the 
highest fruit, * which, of course, is Emancipation. ‘Gunfih* is ‘gama, 
dama, &c. I. 

t The Commentator points out that the object of this Verse is to 
show that everything one owns or does is not the result of past acts. 
Spouses, food, drink, &c., one obtains as the result . of past acts or 
*praravdha karma. 7 In respect of these, ‘purushakara 3 or Exertion is 
' weak. Hence, to put forth Exertion for their acquisition would not be 
wise. As regards the acquisition of righteousness, however, there 
Exertion is efficacious. Hence, one should, with Exertion, seek to 
conform to one’s own duties as laid down in the scriptures. Without 
such a distinction between destiny (praravdha) and Exertion (purusha- 
Mra), the injunctions and interdictions of the Scriptures would be 
"unmeaning; The Burdwan translator, citing portions of the Commen* 
fary without at all understanding them, makes utter nonsense of the 
Verse. -the meaning correctly. — T. 

{ Sacrifices and all other acts, undertaken from a sense of vanity, 
,ure destructible as regards their consequences, for heaven is terminable. 
Penances, however, that are undertaken wit hunt desire of fruit are 
uot so, lor these lead to Emancipation. e Teshlm 3 refers to thotse men- 
tioned in the first line of Verse S7. It should not be taken to meal 
men in general, as the Kurd wan toauslator wrong!/ does,.'— T. . : , 
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hearts, set themselves to acts. Following the duties of their 
order, 0 king, they should with cleverness and attention per- 
form sacrifices and other religious rites. 3 * Indeed, as all rivers. 


male and female, have their refuge in the Ocean, even so 


men belonging to all the other orders have their refuge in 
the householder,*’ — ’ ” 30 


Section COXCYIL 


“ ‘Janaka said, — Whence, 0 great Rishi, does this differ- 
ence of color arise among men belonging to the different 
orders ? I desire to know this. Tell me this, 0 foremost of 
speakers ! l The Crutis say that the offspring one begets is 
one’s own self. Originally sprung from Brahman, all the in- 
habitants of the Earth should have been Brahman as. Sprung 
from Brahmanas, why have men betaken themselves to prac- 
tices distinguished from those of Brahmanas. — 2 

“ Taragara said, — It is as thou sayst, 0 king ! The offs- 
pring procreated is none else than the procreator himself. In 
consequence, however, of a falling away from penance, this 
distribution into classes of different colors has taken place. 
When the soil becomes good and the seed also is good, the 
offspring produced becomes meritorious. If, however, the 
soil and seed become otherwise or inferior, the offspring that 
will be bom will be inferior. 8 " 4 They that are conversant 
with the scriptures know that when the Lord of all creatures 
set himself to create the worlds, some creatures sprung from 
his mouth, some from his arms, some from his thighs, and 
some from his feet. 5 They that thus sprung from his mouth, 
O child, came to be called Brahmanas. They that sprung 
from his arms were named Eshatriyas, They, 0 king, that 
sprung from his thighs were the wealthy class called the 
Vaigyas, And, lastly, they that were born of his feet were 
the serving class, viz., the Cudras.* Only these four orders 
of men, O monarch, were thus created. They that belong 
to classes over and other than these are said to have sprung 
from an intermixture of these. 7 The Kshatriyas called Atir 
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Stenas, Nishadas, Sutas, Magadhas, Ayogas,. Ivaranas, Vra~ 
tyas, and Chandalas, 0 monarch, have all sprung from the, 
four original orders by intermixture with one another. — M 
“‘Janaka said, — When all have sprung from Brahmam 
alone, how came human beings to have diversity in respect 
of race ? 0 best of ascetics, an infinite diversity of races 

is seen in this world. 11 * How could men devoted to penances 
attain to the status of Brahmanas, though of indiscriminate 
origin ? Indeed, those born in pure wombs and those in 
impure, all became Brahmanas. — 11 

“ ‘Paratjara said,— 0 king, the status of high-souled per- 
sons that succeeded in cleansing their souls by penances could 
not be regarded as affected by their low births. 12 Great 
Rishis, 0 monarch, by begetting children in indiscriminate 
wombs, conferred upon them the status of Rishis by means of 
their power of asceticism. 13 My grandfather Vaijishtha, Ri- 
shyaijringa, Katjyapa, Veda, Tandya, Kripa, Kakshivat, Ka- 
matha, and others, 11 and Yavakrita, 0 king, and Drona, that 
foremost of speakers, and Ayu, and Matanga, and Datta, 
and Drupada, and Matsya, 15 — all these, 0 ruler of the Vide- 
has, obtained their respective positions through,, penance as 
the means. 16 Originally only four Gotras (races) arose, O 
monarch, viz., Angiras, Ka<jyapa, Vagishtha, and Bhrigu. 17 
In consequence of acts and behaviour, 0 ruler of men, many 
other Gotras came into existence in time. The names of 
those Gotras have been due to the penances of those that 
have founded them. Good people use them.— 18 

“ ‘J anaka said, — Tell me, 0 holy one, the especial duties 
of the several orders. Tell me also what their common 
duties are. Thou art conversant with everything. — 18 

“‘Paraqara said,— Acceptance of gifts, officiation at the 
sacrifices of others, and the teaching of pupils, O king, are 
the especial duties of the Brahmanas. The protection of the 
other orders is proper for the Kshatriya. 20 Agriculture, 
cattle -rearing, and trade are the occupations of the Vai* 
eyas- While service of the (three) regenerate classes is the 
occupation, O king, of the Cudrhs. 21 I have now told thee 
l?hat the especial duties are of the four orders, 0 monarch. 
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Listen now to me, 0 child, as I tell thee what the common, 
duties are of all the four orders. 22 Compassion, abstention 
from injury, heedfulness, giving to others what is due to 
them, Craddhas in honor of deceased ancestors, hospitality 
to guests, truthfulness, subjugation of wrath, 23 contented- 
ness with one's own wedded wives, purity (both internal and 
•external), freedom from malice, knowledge of Self, and Re- 
nunciation, — these duties, 0 king, are common to all the 
orders. 24 Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, and Vaigyas, — these are 
the three regenerate orders. All of them have an equal 
right to the performance of these duties, 0 foremost of men. 26 
These three orders, betaking themselves to duties other than 
those laid down for them, come to grief, 0 monarch, (and 
fall down from their own status), even as they go up and 
acquire great merit by taking for their model some righteous 
individual of their respective classes who is duly observant 
of his own duties. 26 The Cudra never falls down (by doing 
forbidden acts) ; nor is he worthy of any of the rites of 
regeneration. The course of duties flowing from the Yedas 
is not his. He is not interdicted, however, from practising 
the three and ten duties that are common to ail the orders. 27 
0 ruler of the Videhas, Brahmanas learned in the Vedas, 
0 monarch, regard a (virtuous) Cudra as equal to Brahman 
himself. I, however, 0 king, look upon such a Cudra as the 
effulgent Vishnu of the universe, the foremost one in all 
the worlds.* 28 Persons of the lowest order, desiring to ex- 
terminate the evil passions (of lust and wrath, &c.), may 
betake themselves to the observance of the conduct of the 
good; and, indeed, while so acting, they may earn great 
merit by performing all rites that lead to advancement, 
omitting the mantras that are utterable by the other orders 


* ‘Kara* is ‘Brahmanam.’ The Commentator explains that Brahman, 
(the Creator) is equivalent to Brahmana ; and that Yishnu is equi- 
valent to Kshatriya. What is said, therefore, in this Verse, (accord- 
ing to him) is that a Cudra, by practising the common duties of all the 
four orders, succeeds in his next life in becoming a Brahmana. Thus 
say Brahmanas learned in the scriptures ; but the opinion of Paragara 
is that such a Cudra, in his next life, takes birth as a Kshatriya.— T* 




acts. 553 If, however, a person of superior birth perpetrates 
censurable acts, such acts stain him. Hence, of the two, viz., 
acts and birth, acts stain man (more than birth). — * 34 

“ ‘Janaka said, — 'What are those righteous acts in this 
world, 0 best of all regenerate persons, the accomplishment 
of which does not inflict any injury upon other creatures? — sr> 

; “ ‘Para^ara said,— Hear from me, 0 monarch, about what 

thou askest me, viz,, those acts free from injury which al- 
ways rescue man. s<> Those who, keeping aside their domestic 
fires, have dissociated themselves from all worldly attachments, 
become freed from all anxieties. Gradually ascending step 
by step, in the path of Yoga, they at last behold the stage 
of highest felicity (viz,, Emancipation)^ Endued with faith 
and humility, always practising self-restraint, possessed* of 
keen intelligence, and abstaining from all acts, they attain 
to eternal felicity. 28 Alt classes of men, 0 king, by properly 
accomplishing acts that are righteous, by speaking the truth* 
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snd by abstaining from unrighfceounsess, im this world, ascend 
to heaven. In this there is no doubt.— 5 ” 31! 


Section CCXCVIXL 


“ ‘Paragara said,— The sires, the friends, the preceptors, 
and the spouses of the preceptors of men that are destitute 
of devotion, ace unable to give to those men the merits that 
attach to devotion. Only they that are firmly devoted to> 
such seniors, that speak what is agreeable to them, that 
seek their welfare, and that are submissive to them in be- 
haviour, can obtain the merit of devotion. 1 The sire is the 
highest of deities with his children* It is said that the sire 
is superior to the mother. The attainment of Knowledge is 
regarded as the highest acquisition* They that have sub- 
jugated the objects of the senses, (by attaining to Knowledge) 
acquire what is highest (viz., Emancipation). 2 That Kshatriya 
prince who, repairing to the field of battle, receives wounds 
amid fiery shafts flying in all directions and burns therewith, 
certainly repairs to regions that are unattainable by the 
very deities and, arrived there, enjoys the felicity of heaven 
in perfect contentment. 3 A Kshatriya should not, 0 king, 
strike one that is fatigued, or one that is frightened, or one 
that has been disarmed, or one that is weeping, or one that is 
unwilling to fight, or one that is unequipi with mail and 
Cars and horse and infantry, or one that has ceased to exerts 
in the fight, or one that is ill, or one that cries for quarter, or 
one that is of tender years, or one that is old. 4 A Kshatriya 
should, in battle fight one of his order who is equipt with 
mail and cars and horse and infantry, who is ready for exer- 
tion, and who occupies a position of equality. 5 Death at the 
hands of one that is equal or of a superior is laudable, but 
not that at the hands of one that is low, or of one that is a 
coward, or of one that is a wretch. This is well known.* 
Death at the hauds of one that is sinful, or of one that is of 
low birth and wicked con duet, 0 king, is inglorious and leads 
to hell/ One whose period of life has run out cannot be 
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tiot been exhausted can never be slain by any One- 

should prevent one’s affectionate seniors from doing unto one 
(for one’s benefit) such acts as are done by menials, as also 
all such acts as are fraught with injury to others. One should 
never desire to extend one’s own life by taking the lives of 
others.*!* 9 When they lay down their lives, it is laudable for 
■ all house-holders observant of the duties of men living in 
sacred places to lay down their lives on the banks of sacred 
streams4 l< * When one’s period of life becomes exhausted, 
one dissolves away into the five elements. Sometimes this 
occurs suddenly (through accidents) and sometimes it is 
brought about by (natural) causes.® 11 He who, having ob- 
tained a body, brings about its dissolution (in a sacred place 
by means of some inglorious accident), becomes invested with 
another body of a similar kind. Though set on the path of 
Emancipation, he yet becomes a traveller and attains to 
•another body like a person repairing from one room into 
•another.f 12 In the matter of such a man’s attainment of a 
second body (notwithstanding his death in a sacred spot) the 
*only cause is his accidental death. There is no second cause. 
That new body which embodied creatures obtain (in conse* 
•quence of the accidental character of their deaths in sacred 

• . * The Bnrdwan translator wrongly renders the second line of thfe 
T erse. All the texts read this line in the same why.-—!’. 

t < Snigdhais > implies affectionate seniors such as mothers, &e. ; 4 kar« 
toanV the Commentator as ‘abhyanga-karmani/ i. e, s 

the rubbing of oil, &c. Such acts, when children are ill, are often 
done unto them by mothers. This is forbidden, for they are menial 
offices which seniors should never be permitted to perform. — T, 

l ‘Yina9amabhikaBkhatam } is explained in the alternative by the 
Commentator in a very fanciful way. *Kriyavatam > is explained as 
‘observant of the duties of Tirthavasins.* — T. 

$ The Commentator is for explaining the second line exoterieally.— T 
‘Dehat 1 is ‘Deham prapya.’ ‘Yena’ is ‘yena pumsa/ ‘Upapaditam* 
has reference to ‘panchatwam’ in the previous Terse, The sense of the 
Terse is this ; he who meets with a sudden death in a tirtha or sacred 
-place, does not become emancipated but obtains another body in Ms 
next life similar to the one he loses. ‘Adhyanam gatakah’ is that though 
ml or placed on the path of Emancipation, yet he becomes a traveller* 
hi* w d-K. £> taa ingl orious manner of .his dissolution,— T» 
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■places) comes into existence and becomes attacked to Rtidras 
and Pichachas.* 13 Learned men, conversant with Adhy&tma, 
say that the body is a conglomeration of arteries and sinews 
and bones and much repulsive and impure matter and a 
compound of (primal) essences, and the senses and objects 
#£ the senses born of desire, all having an outer cover 
of skin close to them. Destitute (in reality) of beauty and 
ether accomplishments, this conglomeration, through force 
of the desires of a previous life, assumes a human form.f 14 " 1 ® 
^abandoned by the owner, the body becomes inanimate and 
motionless. Indeed, when the primal ingredients return 
to their respective natures, the body mingles with the dust. 1 ® 
Caused by its union with acts, this body reappears under 
circumstances determined by its acts. Indeed, 0 ruler of the 
Videhas, under whatever circumstances this body meets with 
disolution, its next birth, determined by those circumstances* 
is seen to enjoy and endure the fruits of all its past acts. lT 
Jiva, after dissolution of the body it inhabited, does not r 
O king, take birth in a different body immediately. 18 It 
roves through the sky for sometime like a spacious cloud; 
Obtaining a new receptacle, O' monarch, it then takes birth 
again. 19 The soul is above the mind. The mind is above the 
senses. Mobile creatures, again, are foremost of all created 
objects. 20 Amongst mobile creatures those that have two 
legs are superior. Amongst two-legged creatures,, those that 
are regenerate are superior. 21 Amongst those that are re- 
generate they that are possessed of wisdom are superior. 
Amongst them that are possessed of wisdom they that haw 
succeeded in acquiring a knowledge of the soul are superior. 


# The object of this Verse is to show that the man dying in a sacred 
place becomes reborn as a Badra or a Pi§acha and quickly attains to 
Emancipation in consequence of his contiguity to Civa. ‘Mokshabhute- 
$hu 5 is ‘Moksharyogyeshu.’ The neuter form of ‘taddeham* is &rsha.—' T. 

> t ‘Gunan&ncha’ in the second line of Verse 14 refers to the objects 
of the senses, which, as explained in previous Sections, have no* ind@« 
pendent existence, for they exist only as they exist in desire. The 
compound of the primal essences and the other things mentioned assumes 
different shapes through the force of the desires pf previous lives.' — T, 
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•Amongst; tliose that are possessed of a knowledge of the soul 
they that are endued with humility are superior .* 3 Death 
follows birth in respect of all mem This is settled. Crea- 
tures, influenced by the attributes of Sa-ttwa, Rajas, and 
Tamas, pursue acts which have an end .* 23 That man is 
regarded as righteous who meets with dissolution when the 
Sun is in the northern declension, and at a time and under 
a constellation both of which are sacred and auspicious , 24 
He is righteous who, having cleansed himself of all sins 
and accomplished all his acts according to the best of his 
power and having abstained from giving pain to any man, 
meets with death when it comes .’ 6 The death that one* 
meets with by taking poison, by hanging, by burning, at 
the hands of robbers, and at the teeth of animals,, is said to 
J>e an inglorious one.f 20 Those men that are righteous never 
incur such or similar deaths even if they be afflicted with 
mental and physical diseases of the most agonising kind .? 47 
The lives of the righteous, O king, piercing through the 
Bun, ascend into the regions of Brahman. The lives of those 
that are both righteous and sinful rove in the middle regions. 
The lives of those that are sinful sink into the lowest depths. 
There is one only foe (of man) and not another. That fo® 
is identifiable with Ignorance, O king. Overwhelmed by it, 
one is led to perpetrate acts that are frightful and exceed- 
ingly cruel . 33 - 30 That foe for resisting which one should put 
forth ones power by waiting upon the aged according to the 
duties laid down in the Orutis,— that foe which cannot be 
overcome except by steady endeavours, — meets with destruc- 
tion, O king, only when it is crushed by the shafts of wis- 
dom.t 30 The man desirous of achieving merit should at first 

study the Vedas and observe penances, becoming a Brahma- 

• * Acts are all perishable in respect of their eonsequences.-T. 

t Ibis difficult to give foreigners an idea of what is called Apamri- 
iyu. All deaths that are caused by such accidents as involve ignoniinv 
are call* l Apatnrityu. . Death from snake-bite, from a fall, by drowning 
at the horns of an animal, &e-, are instances of Apamrityu.— T. 

t Both ‘yasya’ and ‘sa’ refer to the foe called ‘Ignorance.’ ‘Baja- 
jnitra’ is a vocative. ‘Paraiti’ is ‘nayyati.’— T. 
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char in. He should next, entering the domestic mode of 
•life, perform the usual Sacrifices. Establishing his race, he 
should then enter the forest, restraining his senses, and 
desirous of winning Emancipation. 31 One should never emas- 
culate oneself by abstaining from every enjoyment. Of all 
births, the status of humanity is preferable even if one has 
to become a Chandala. 82 Indeed, 0 monarch, that order of 
birth (viz., humanity) is the foremost, since by becoming 
a human being one succeeds in rescuing ones self by meri- 
torious acts. 83 Men always perform righteous acts, 0 lord, 
guided by the authority of the Crutis, so that they may not 
fall away from the status of humanity/ 4 That man who, hav- 
ing attained to the status of humanity that is so difficult of 
attainment, indulges in malice, disregards righteousness and 
yields himself up to desire, is certainly betrayed by his 
desires.* 35 That man who looks upon all creatures with eyes 
guided by affection, regarding them worthy of being cherished 
with loving aid, who disregards all kinds of wealth, 36 who offers 
them consolation, gives them food, addresses them in agree- 
able words, and who rejoices in their happiness and grieves 
in their griefs, has never to suffer misery in the next world. 47 
Repairing to the Saraswati, the Naimisha woods, the Push- 
kara waters, and the other sacred spots on Earth, one should 
make gifts, practise renunciation, render one’s aspect ami- 
able, O king, and purify one’s body with baths and penan- 
ces. 33 Those men who meet with death within their houses 
should have the rites of cremation performed upon their per- 
sons. Their bodies should be taken to the crematorium on 
vehicles and there they should be burnt according to the rites 
of purification that have been laid down in the scriptures. 39 
Religious rites, beneficial ceremonies, the performance of 
sacrifices, officiation at the sacrifices of others, gifts, the do- 
ing of other meritorious acts, the performance, according to 
the best of one’s power, of all that has been ordained in the 
case of one’s deceased ancestors, — all these one does for bene- 
fiting one’s own self. 40 The Vedas with their six branches, 
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and the other scriptures, 0 king, have been created for the 
good of him who is of stainless acts. — 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘All this was said by that high* 
souled sage unto the ruler of the Videhas, 0 king, i n daw 
of old for his benefit.’” 42 J 


Section CCXCIX. 


“Bhishma said,— 'Once again Janaka, the ruler of Mifchila, 
questioned the high-souled Parana endued with certain 
knowledge in respect of all duties. 1 

‘“Janaka said,— What is productive of good ? What is 
the best path (for living creatures) ? What is that which 
being accomplished is never destroyed? What is that spot ; 
repairing whither one has not to come back ? Tell me ail this, 
O thou of high intelligence ! — 2 

“ ‘Paragara said, Dissociation (from attachments) is the 
root of what is good* Knowledge is the highest path. 
Penances practised are never destroyed. Gifts also, made to 
deserving persons, are not lost. 8 When one, breaking the 
bonds of sin, begins to take pleasure in righteousness, and 
when one makes that highest of all gifts, viz., the pledge of 
harmlessness unto all creatures, then does one achieve suc- 
cess. 4 He who gives away thousands of kine and hundreds 
of horses (to deserving persons), and who gives unto all crea- 
tures the pledge of harmlessness, receives.in return the pledge 
of. harmlessness from all,* One may live in the midst of alt 
kinds of wealth and enjoyment, yet, if blessed with intelli- 
gence, one does not live in them ; while he that is destitute 
of intelligence lives wholly in objects of enjoyment that are- 
even unsubstantial.-}- 8 Sin cannot attach to a man of wisdom 
even, as, water cannot drench the leaves of the lotus. Sin 
adheres more firmly to him who is without attachment, even 


* It has been explained in previous Sectious that ‘greyaa’ or ‘nigreya?’ 
means good or excellent as applied to moral merit. — T. 

t By ‘buddhiman’ is meant the man who is freed from attachment 
Similarly , by £ durbttddhih J is meant the man who is the slave, of 
attachments.— 1\ 
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as lac and wood adhere firmly to each other. 7 Sin, which 
cannot be extinguished except by endurance of its fruits, 
never abandons the doer. Verily, the doer, when the time 
comes, has to endure the consequences arising from it.* 8 
They, however, that are of cleansed souls and that realise 
the existence of Brahma, are never afflicted by the fruits of 
their acts. 9 Heedless in respect of one’s senses of knowledge 
and of action, one that is not conscious of one’s wicked acts, 
and whose heart is attached to both good and bad, becomes 
afflicted with great fear. u> One who at all times becomes 
entirely freed from attachments and who completely sub- 
jugates the passion of wrath, is never stained by sin even 
if he lives in the enjoyment of worldly objects. 11 As a dyke 
created across a river, if not washed away, causes the waters 
thereof to swell up, even so the man who, without being 
attached to objects of enjoyments, creates the dyke of right- 
eousness whose materials consist of the limitations set down 
in the scriptures, has never to languish. On the other hand, 
his merits and penances increases 2 As the pure gem (called 
Suryya-kauta) absorbs and attracts to itself, according to 
the law governing the case, the rays of the Sun, even so, 
0 tiger among kings, does Yoga proceed by help of concen- 
trated attention. j* la As sesame seeds, in consequence of 

their repeated intermingling with (fragrant) flowers, become 
in respect of quality very agreeable, even so the quality of 
Sattwa arises in men in proportion to the measure of their 
association with persons of cleansed souls.f 14 When one 


* *Karanapekshi J is thus explained by the Commentator : ‘karana* 
phaladanatrnika knya t&nnirvrittyapekshi , 5 The sense is that sin can 
never be destroyed except by endurance of its fruits, — T. 

t The sense is that after the manner of the fabulous gem, Jiva at- 
tracts to itself, through Yoga, the status of Brahma. — T, 

t The Burdwan translator, witnout understanding th® commentary^ 
makes utter nonsense of this Verse. EL. P. Sing ha is not far wrong* 
but he does not bring out the principal point which is sought to be, in- 
culcated here. Sesame seeds are repeatedly mixed with fragrant flowers* 
The more they are so mixed the more fragrant do they become. Alien? 
the same manner, men acquire the quality of Sattwa by associating, with 
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becomes desirous of dwelling in heaven, one casts off one’s 
spouses and wealth and rank and vehicles and diverse kinds 
of good acts. Indeed, when one attains to such a frame of 
mind, one’s understanding is said to be dissociated from the 
objects of the senses . 15 That man (on the other hand) who, 
with understanding attached to the objects of the senses, 
becomes blind to what is for his real good, is dragged (to his 
ruin) by his heart which runs after ail worldly objects, like 
a fish (dragged to its ruin) by the bait of meat . 15 Like unto 
the body that is made up of different limbs and organs, all 
mortal creatures exist depending upon one another. They 
are as destitute of vigor as the pith of the bannana plant, 
(Left to themselves) they sink in the world’s ocean like a boat 
(made of weak materials ). 17 There is no fixed time for the 
acquisition of righteousness. Death waits for no man. When 
man is constantly running towards the jaws of, Death, the 
accomplishment of righteous acts is proper at all times . 13 
Like a blind man who, with attention, is capable of moving 
about his own house, the man of wisdom, with mind set on. 
Yoga, succeeds in proceeding along the track (he should 
follow ).* 19 It has been said that death arises in consequence 
of birth. Birth is subject to the sway of death. One un- 
acquainted with the course of the duties of Emancipation 
revolves like a wheel between birth and death, unable to 
free oneself from that fate . 90 One who walketh along the 
track recommended by the understanding earns happiness 
both here and hereafter. The Diverse are fraught with 
misery ; while the Few are productive <ef happiness. Fruits 
represented by the not- Soul are said to constitute the 
Diverse. Renunciation is (said to constitute the Few and 
that is) productive of the soul’s happiness. j *" 1 As the lotus 

persons of cleansed souls. The measure of Saitwa is dependant on the 
measure of she association. — T. 

* The track is that of knowledge. Vide Verse 3 above. — T. 

t Having used the woids ‘visiar&u 5 (Diverse) and ‘sainkahepah’ (Few)* 
in the second line of this triplet, the speaker explains their meaning m 
the third. By 'Diverse* is meant all those fruits that consist of unstable 
y meins ; hence, the diverse acts laid down iu to Veto to other 
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Stalk quickly leaves the mire attached to it, even so the 
Soul can speedily cast off the mind.* aa It is the mind that 
at first inclines the Soul to Yoga. The latter then merges 
the former, into itself. When the Soul achieves success in 
Yoga, it then beholds itself uninvested with attributes .^ 23 
Engaged amid the objects of the senses, one who regards such 
engagement to be one’s employment falleth away from one’s 
true employment in consequence of such devotion to those 
objects , 24 The soul of the wise man attains, through its 
righteous acts, to a state of high felicity in heaven, while 
that of the man who is not possessed of wisdom sinks very 
low or obtains birth among intermediate creatures . 26 As a 
liquid substance, if kept in a baked earthen vessel, does not 
escape therefrom but remains undiminished, after the same 
manner one’s body with which one has undergone austerities 
enjoys (without rejecting) ail objects of enjoyment (up to 
what are contained in the region of Brahman himself ). 2ff 
Yeriiy, that man who enjoys worldly objects can never be 
emancipate. That man, on the other hand, who casts off 
such objects (in this world), succeeds in enjoying greaia 
happiness hereafter . 27 Like one afflicted with congenital 
blindness and, therefore, incapable of seeing his way, the 
sensualist, with soul confined in an opaque case, seems to be 
surrounded by a mist and fails to see (the true object for 
which he should strive), 2 * As merchants, going across the 


•scriptures. By ‘Few* is meant denunciation, or abstention from acts* 
What is said, therefore, in this Verse is this : they that betake them* 
to acts, wmch nave for their fruits all sorts of enjoyment, meet 
with misery ; whiie they that aostain from acts or practise fteuunciation 
meet witn happiness. JUotn the Vernacular versions are incorrect. — T. 

1 * lb is difficult to understand what is meant by this Verse. By* 
progress in Yoga, the Soul can certainly cast off the mind and other 
attributes by which it is invested. The simile is unintelligible. The 
stalk of the lotus has its roots in mire. Poes the first .line mean, 
therefore, that the stalk speedily springs upwards and leaves the mire 
at its roots ?— T. 

t The Commentator explains that the intention of (this Verse is to. 
px plain that the universe which is. created, by the* mind is destroyed 
aft'ei wards by the mind itself. — T. • . ; • . 
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sea, make profits proportioned to their capital, even so crea- 
tures, in this world of mortals, attain to ends according to 
their ’respective acts . 23 Like a snake devouring air, Death 
wanders in this world made up of days and mghts m the 
form of Decrepitude and devours all creatures. 0 A creature, 
when born, enjoys or endures the fruits of acts done by him 
in his previous lives. There is nothing agreeable or disagree- 
able which one enjoys or endures without its being the result 
of the acts one has done in one’s previous lives . 31 Whether 
lying or proceeding, whether sitting idly or engaged in his 
occupations, in whatever state a man may be, his acts (of 
past lives) good or had, always approach him . 32 One that 
has attained to the other shore of the ocean, wishes not to 
cross the main for returning to the shore whence he had 
sailed .* 35 As the fisherman, when he wishes, raises with the 
help of his chord his boat sunk in the waters (of a river or 
lake), after the same manner the mind, by the aid of Yoga- 
contemplation, raises Jiva sunk in the world’s ocean and 
^emancipated from consciousness of body/f* As a11 river9 
running towards the ocean, unite themselves with it, even So 
the mind, when engaged in Yoga, becomes united with primal 
Prakriti.t 36 Men whose minds become bound by diverse 
chains of affection, and who are engulped in ignorance, meet 
with destruction like houses of sand in water.®’* That 
embodied creature who regards his body as only a house and 


* The sense is that one who has cast off objects of enjoyment and 
Become emancipate, does not obtain rebirth. T. 

» t I follow the Commentator in his exposition of this Terse. The 
practice of fishermen (in India) is to sink their boats when they leave 
them for their homes, and to raise them again when they require them 
fee next day. They do not leave their boats afloat for fear of the 
injury the waves may do to them by tossing them too much.— T. 
t | By ‘Prakrit* here is meant fee harmony of Sattwa, Bajas, and 
Tamas. As long as these three qualities are in harmony with one an- 
other, £ as long as there. no preponderance in any of them over 
other two, so long there cannot be creation or the operations of 
•hhe buidhi or understanding.— T. 

4 - j? In this Terse fee word ‘Prakrit* is used in an entirely different 
sense* It means here Ignorance* — T, 

It U I ' 4 f , 6 ft , ; 
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^ridiculous jairgoh that' is utterly unintelligible. ‘Daksha’ is a vocative! 
meaning ‘possessed of cleverness. 5 The words ®he d&ksha yath& &C.,* 
of the Commentator are- read by the Burdwan Pundit as ‘deha-kshaya 

v >V‘ nri ‘ * • , . ' 5 

— T, - - ' ..... 

1 - ' ■' : ’ ' ' ■" ' : 
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purity {both external and internal) as its sacred water, and 
who walks along the path of the understanding, succeeds 
in attaining to happiness both here and hereafter.** 7 The 
Diverse are productive of misery ; while the Few are produc- 
tive of happiness. The Diverse are the fruits represented by 
the not-Soul. Renunciation (which is identical with Few) 
is productive of the soul’s benefit.*f ss One’s friends who spring 
up from one’s determination, and one’s kinsmen whose 
attachment is due to (selfish) reasons, one’s spouses and sons 
and servants, only devour one’s wealth.* 9 Neither the mother, 
nor the father, can confer the slightest benefit upon one in 
the next world. Gifts constitute the diet upon which one 
can subsist. Indeed, one must have to enjoy the fruits of 
one’s own acts.t 40 The mother, the son, the sire, the brother, 
the wife, and friends, are like lines traced with gold by the 
side of gold itself.$ u All acts, good and' bad, done in past 
lives come to the doer. Knowing that everything one enjoys 

* ‘Oariragriha-sanjnasya’ is ‘of one who regards his body to be an 
accompaniment of the Soul instead of regarding it to be the Soul. 51 
, ‘Who regards purity as its sacred water,’ f; e. } who, without resorting 
to the sacred waters whither others go for cleansing themselves, thinks 
that purity, both internal and external, is capable of cleansing him.-^T, 

t Tide note to Verse 21 above. — T, 

% The object of the Verse is to show that one should not, for the 
! sake of friends and kinsmen and spouses and children, abstain from 
pursuing one’s true end. The practice of charity again is the true diet 
which supports a man.—T. ........ 

$ ‘Astapadapada* is a weight of gold. The word, as used in this 
Verse, means a quantity of gold. Whether the reading be ‘mudreVa? 
or ‘sutrena,’ the sense remains unchanged. What is said here is that 
the mother, &c., are like lines traced with gold by the side of real 
gold ; £ e., the mother &c., are of no value or use in the acquisition of 
prosperity. EL. P. Singha misses the meaning. The Burdwan trans- 
lator, however, makes a most ridiculous exhibition of himself. With- 
out understanding the Commentary at alii in fact, riot having been 
“’able to read the words of the" Commentary aright, he has produced 1 * 
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or endures at present is the result of the acts of past liyes ? 
the soul urges the understanding on different directions- (so 
that it may act in such a way as to avoid all unpleasant 
fruits). 42 Relying on earnest endeavour, and equipt with 
proper aids, he who sets himself to accomplish his tasks 
never meets with failure. 43 As the rays of light never aban- 
don the Sun, even so prosperity never abandons one who is 
endued with undoubting faith. 44 That act which a man of 
stainless soul does with faith and earnestness, with the aid 
of proper means, without pride, and with intelligence, be- 
comes never lost. 45 A creature obtains from the very time 
of his abode in the mothers womb all his own acts good and 
bad that were achieved by him in his past lives. Death, 
which is irresistible, aided by Time which brings about the 
destruction of life, leads all creatures to their end like wind 
scattering the dust of sawed timber,* 40 Through acts good 
and bad performed by himself in his past lives, man obtains 
gold and animals and spouses, and children, and honor of 
birth, and possessions of value, and his entire affluence,— ?47 

“Rhishma continued,— ‘Thus addressed conformably to the 
truth by the sage, Jan aka, that foremost of righteous per- 
sons, O king, heard everything the Rishi said and obtained 
great happiness from it/ ” 4S 


Section COC. 


“Yudhishthira said, — ‘0 grandsire, learned men praise 
truth, self-restraint, forgiveness, and wisdom. What is thy 
opinion of these virtues V 1 

“Rhishma said, — Tn this connection I shall recite to thee 
an old narrative, O Yudhishthira, of the discourse between 
the Sadhyas and a Swan. s Once on a time the Unborn and 
eternal Lord of all creatures (viz., Brahman), assuming the 
form of a golden Swan, wandered through the three worlds 
till in course of his wanderings he came upon the Sadhyas. 3 




* The Commentator explains that by ‘fcapah’ J& meant the practice 
or observance of one’s own duties. ‘Damab* is restraining the senses. 
^Satyam’ is truthfulness of speech, and ‘Stmaguptih* is subjugation of 

fh© mind* The knots are attachments and desir«% &e,— X • \ 
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« <The Sadhyas said, — 0 lord, we are the deities called 
Sadhyas. We like to question thee. Indeed, we would ask 
thee about the religion of Emancipation. Thou art well 
acquainted with it. 4 We have heard, 0 bird, that thou art 
possessed of great learning, and eloquent and wise of speech. 
0 bird, what dost thou think is the highest of all objects ? 
0 high-souled one, in what does thy mind find pleasure ? s 
Do thou, therefore, 0 foremost of birds, instruct us as to, 
what that one act is which thou regardest as the foremost of 
all acts, and by doing which, 0 chief of the feathery crea- 
tion, one may soon be freed from all bonds 1 — 6 

« ‘The Swan said, — Ye who have drank Amrita, I have 
heard that one should have recourse to these, viz., penances, 
self-restraint, truth, and subjugation of the mind. Untying 
all the knots of the heart, one should also bring under ones 
control both what is agreeable and what is disagreeable.** 
One should not wound the vitals of others. One should notj 
be an utterer of cruel speeches. One should never takq 
scriptural lectures from a person that is mean. One should 
never utter such words as inflict pain on others, as causq 
others to burn (with misery), and as lead to hell. 8 Wordy 
shafts fell from the lips. Pierced therewith one (to whom 
they are directed) burns incessantly. Those shafts do not 
strike any other part than the very vitals of the person 
aimed. Hence he that is possessed of learning should never 
aim them at others. 9 If a person deeply pierces a man of 
wisdom with wordy shafts, the wise man should then adopt 
peace (without giving way to wrath). The man who, though 
sought to be angered, rejoices without yielding to anger, 
taketh away from the provoker all his merits. 10 That man 
of righteous soul, who, full of joy and freed from malice, 
subdues his blazing wrath which, if indulged, would lead 
him to speak ill of others and verily become his foe, takes 
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Way' the merits of others . 11 As regards myself, I never 
■answer when another speaks ill of me. If assailed, I always 
forgive the assault. The righteous are of opinion that for- 
giveness and truth and sincerity and compassion are th$ 
foremost (of ail virtues ). 12 Truth is the arcanum of the 
Vedas. The arcanum of Truth is self-restraint. The area* 
iium of self-restraint is Emancipation. This is the teaching 
bf all the scriptures . 13 I regard that person to be a Brah- 
man a and Muni who subjugates the rising impulse of speech, 
the impulse of wrath appearing in the mind, the impulse of 
thirst (after unworthy things), and the impulses of the 
Stomach and the organ of pleasure . 14 One who does not 
yield to wrath is superior to one who does. One who prae» 
iises renunciation is superior to one who does not. One who 
possesses the virtues of manhood is superior to one who has 
them not. One who is endued with knowledge is superior to 
one who is destitute of it . 16 Assailed with harsh speeches 
tme should not assail in return. Indeed, one who, under such 
circumstances, renounces wrath, succeeds in burning the 
assailer and taking away all his merits .* 16 That person who 
when assailed with harsh speeches does not utter a harsh 
*word in reply, who when praised does not utter what is 
agreeable to him that praises, who is endued with such forti- 
tude as not to strike in return when struck and not to even 
%ish evil to the striker, finds his companionship always 
coveted by the gods . 17 He that is sinful should be forgiven 
as if he were righteous by one that is insulted, struck, and 
1 'fealuminafced. By acting in this way one attains to success . 13 

Though all my objects have been fulfilled, yet I always wait 
, -reverentially on those that are righteous. I have no thirst. 
My wrath hath been suppressed. Seduced by covetousness 
I do not fall away from the path of righteousness. I do not 
also approach any one (with solicitations) for wealth /} -13 : If 

rii : — — 

"* L the assailer, finding his victim forgiving, himself burns 
. _ Afith repentance. — T. ~ * 

t ‘Visliayena y&mf is the correct reading ; u e., the n here is v pUla- 
lal, and ‘vishayeria’ is in the instrumental case. The Bengal ’reading 
r«ad^ Vishaye-nayteh’—T. ■ — A J 
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cursed I do not curse in return. 1 know that self restrain# 
is the door of immortality. I disclose unto you a great 
mystery. There is no status that is superior to that of 
humanity. 20 Freed from sin like the Moon from murky 
clouds, the man of wisdom, shining in resplendence, attains 
to success by patiently waiting for his time. 21 A person of 
restrained soul, who becomes the object of adoration with 
all by becoming the foremost of the supporting pillars of the 
universe, and towards whom only agreeable words are said 
by all, attains to the companionship of the deities. 22 Revilers 
mever come forward to speak of the merits of a person as 
readily as they speak of his demerits. 53 That person whose 
speech and mind are properly restrained and always devoted 
to the Supreme, succeeds in attaining to the fruits of the 
Vedas, Penances, and Renunciation. 24 The man of wisdom 
should never revile (in return) those that are destitute of 
iperit, by uttering their dispraise and by insults. He should 
not extol others (being extolled by them) and should never 
injure themselves. 28 The man endued with wisdom and 
learning regards revilement as nectar. Reviled, he sleeps 
without anxiety. The reviler, on the other hand, meets with 
destruction. 26 The sacrifices that one performs in anger, the 
gifts one makes in anger, the penauces one undergoes in 
anger, and the offerings and libations one makes to the 
sacred fire in anger, are such that their merits are robbed 
by Yama. The toil of an angry man becomes entirely 
fruitless. 27 Ye foremost of immortals, that person is said to 
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among both human beings and the deities, I declare it that 
Truth is the only means for reaching heaven even as a ship 
is the only means for crossing the ocean. :u A person becomes 
like those with whom he dwells, and like those whom he 
reverences, and like to what he wishes to be . 22 If a person 
waits with reverence on him who is good or him who is 
otherwise, if he waits with reverence on a sage possessed of 
ascetic merit or on a thief, passes under his way and catches 
his hue like a piece of cloth catching the dye in which it is 
steeped . 5 * 3 The deities always converse with those that are 
possessed of wisdom and goodness. They, therefore, never 
entertain the wish for even seeing the enjoyments in which 
men take pleasure. The person who knows that all objects 
of enjoyment (which human beings cherish) are characterised 
by vicissitudes, has few rivals, and is superior to the very 
Moon and the Wind ,* 34 When the Purusha that dwells in 
one's heart is unstained, and walks in the path of the 
righteous, the gods take a pleasure in him . 36 The gods from 
a distance cast otf those that are always devoted to the 
gratification of their organs of pleasure and the stomach, 
that are addicted to theiving, and that always indulge in 
fiarsh speeches, even if they expiate tl^ir offences by per-* 
forming the proper rites . 36 The gods are never pleased with 
one of mean soul, with one who observes no restrictions in 
the matter of food, and with one who is of sinful deeds. On 
the other hand, the gods associate with those men that are 
observant of the vow of truth, that are grateful, and that 
^re engaged in. the practice of righteousness . 37 Silence is 
better than speech. -To speak the truth is better than silence. 
To speak again, truth that is connected with righteousness 
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is better than to speak the truth. To speak that which, be- 
sides being true and righteous, is agreeable, is better than to 
speak truth connected with righteousness.— rs 

“ ‘The Sadhyas said, — By what is this world covered ? 
For what reason does one fail to shine ? For what cause do 
people cast off their friends ? For what reason do people 
fail to attain to heaven ? — 5,9 

“ ‘The Swan said, — The world is enveloped by (the dark- 
ness of ) Ignorance. Men fail to shine in consequence of 
malice. People cast off friends, induced by covetousness. Men 
fail to attain to heaven in consequence of attachment, — 40 
u c The Saddhyas said, — Who alone among the Brahmanas 
is always happy? Who alone amongst them can observe the 
vow of silence though dwelling in the midst of many ? Who 
alone amongst them, though weak, is still regarded as strong l 
And who alone amongst them does not quarrel ? — 41 

“ ‘The Swan said, — He atone amongst the Brahmanas 
that is possessed of wisdom is always happy. He alone 
amongst the Brahmanas that is possessed of wisdom succeeds 
in observing the vow of silence though dwelling in the midsfc 
of many. He alone amongst the Brahmanas who is possessed 
of wisdom, though actually weak, is regarded as strong. He 
alone amongst them that has wisdom succeeds in avoiding 
quarrel* — 43 

“ ‘The Saddhyas said, — In what consists the divinity of 
the Brahmanas ? In what their purity ? In what their 
impurity ? And in what their status of humanity ? — 43 

“ ‘The Swan said, — In the study of the Yedas is the 
divinity of the Brahmanas. In their vows and observances 
is their purity. In obloquy is their impurity. In death is 
their humanity. f — ’ 44 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Thus have I recited to thee th§ 


* The Commentator explains that the object of this Terse is to show 
the merits of that man whose ignorance has disappeared. — T. 

, t L e. s when Brahmanas incur obloquy they are said to become 
impure ; they are again regarded as possessing the status of humanity 
only because they die.— TV •*' ' ' 
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excellent narrative of the discourse between the Saddhy&p 
(and the Swan.) The body (both gross and subtile) is the 
origin of acts, and existence or Jiva is truth/ ” 45 


Section OGGI. 


“Yudhishfchira said,— Tt behooveth thee to explain to 
'O sire, what the difference is between the Sankhya and thb 
Yoga systems of philosophy. 0 foremost one of KuriTs race, 
everything is known to thee, O thou that art conversant 
with all duties f 1 

“Bhishma said, — 'The followers of Sankhya praise the 
Sankhya system and those regenerate persons that are Yogins 
praise the Yoga system. For establishing the superiority of 
their respective systems, each calls his own system to be 
better. 2 Men of wisdom devoted to Yoga assign proper and 
very good reasons, 0 crusher of foes, for showing that one 
that does not believe in the existence of God cannot attain 
to Emancipation. 8 Those regenerate persons, again, that are 
believers in the Sankhya doctrines advance good reasons for 
showing that one, by acquiring true knowledge of all ends, 
becomes dissociated from all worldly objects, 4 and, after 
departing from this body, it is plain, becomes Emancipate, and 
that it cannot be otherwise. Men of great wisdom have thus 
expounded the Sankhya philosophy of Emancipation/ When 
reasons are thus balanced on both sides, those that are 
assigned on that side which one is otherwise inclined to adopt 
as one's own, should be accepted. Indeed, those words that 
are said on that side should be regarded as beneficial. Good 
men may be found on both sides. Persons like thee may 
adopt either opinion. 6 The evidences of Yoga are addressed 
to the direct ken of the senses; those of Sankhya are based 
-on the scriptures. Both systems of philosophy are approved 
by me, O Yudhishthira. 7 Both those systems of science, 
0 king, have my concurrence and are concurred in by those 
feat are good and wise. If practised duly according to the 

luatructions laid down, both would, O king, cause a perso% 

v ■' ' ) .... 
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-to attain to the highest end, 8 In both systems purity is 
equally recommended as also compassion towards all creatures,: 
O’ sinless one. In both, again, the observance of vows has' 
been equally laid down. Only the scriptures that point out* 
their paths are different/ 9 

“Yudhishthira said,™ If the vows, the purity, the com- 
passion, and the fruits thereof recommended in both systems* 
be the same, tell me, 0 grandsire, for what reason then are* 
not their scriptures (in respect of the paths recommended)* 
the same I’ 10 

“Bhishma said, — ‘By casting off, through the aid of Yoga* 
these five faults, viz., attachment, heedlessness, affection* 
fust, and wrath, one attains to Emancipation. 11 As large 1 
fishes, breaking through the net, pass into their own element 
(for ranging in felicity), after the same manner Yogi ns; 
-(breaking through lust and wrath, &e.,) become cleansed of 
,all sins and attain to the felicity of Emancipation. 12 As 
powerful animals, breaking through the nets in which hun- 
ters enmesh them, escape into the felicity of freedom, after 
the same manner, Yogins, freed from all bonds, attain to the 
sinless path that leads to Emancipation. 18 Truly, 0 kingy 
.breaking through the bonds born of cupidity, Yogins, endued 
jwith strength, attain to the sinless and auspicious and high 
.path of Emancipation. 14 Feeble animals, 0 monarch, en- 
tangled in nets, are, without doubt, destroyed. Even such 
,is the case with persons destitute of the puissance of Yoga. 16 
As weak fishes, O son of Kunti, fallen into the net* become 
...entangled in it, even so, O' monarch, men destitute of the 
puissance of Yoga, encounter destruction (amid- the bonds of 
fche/worid). 16 As birds, O chastiser of foes, when entangled 
sin the fine nets of fowlers, (if weak) meet with their ruin 
•but if endued with strength effect their escape, 17 after the 
same manner does it happen with Yogins, 0 chastiser of 
foes. Bound by the bonds of action, they that are weafc 
.meet with destruction, while they that are possessed of 
.strength break through them. 13 A small and weak fire,.. 
0 v king, becomes extinguished when large dogs of timber 
placed tipoii it, Even so the Yogin that is 



the world and its attachments), 18 The same fire, however 
O monarch, when it becomes strong, would (without being: 
extinguished) burn with the aid of the wind, the whole 
Earth. 20 After the same manner, the Yogin, when grown 
in strength, burning with energy, and possessed of might. 
Is capable of scorching the entire Universe like the Sun, 
that rises at the time of the universal dissolution. 21 As 
a weak man, O king, is swept away by a current, even so 
is- a weak Yogin helplessly carried away by objects of the 
senses. 22 An elephant withstands a mighty current. After 
the same manner, a Yogin, having acquired Yoga-puissance, 
withstands all objects of the senses. 23 Independent of ail 
things, Yogins, endued with Yoga-puissance and invested 
with lordship, enter into (the hearts of ) the very lords of 
creation, the Rishis, the deities, and the great Beings in the 
universe. 24 Neither Yama, nor the Destroyer, nor Death 
himself of terrible prowess, when angry, ever succeeds in 
prevailing over the Yogin, 0 king, who is possessed of im- 
measurable energy. 26 The Yogin, acquiring Yoga-puissance, 
can create thousands of bodies and with them wandereth over 
the Earth, 26 Some amongst them enjoy objects of the senses 
and then once more set themselves to the practice of the 
austerest penances, and once again, like the Sun (withdrawing 
bis rays), withdraw themselves from such penances.* 37 The 
Yogin, who is possessed qf strength and whom bonds bind not, 
certainly succeeds in attaining to Emancipation. 28 I have now 
discoursed to 0 monarch, on all these powers of Yoga. 
I shall once more tell thee what the subtile powers of Yoga 
are with their indications. 29 Hear, O chief of Bharata s race, 
the subtile indications of the Dharanci and the Samadhi of 
the Soul (such as Yoga brings about).f ?0 Asa bowman who 
5s heedful and attentive succeeds in striking the aim, even so 
the Yogin with absorbed soul, without doubt, attains to Eman- 

. * The examples of YiQwamitra and others may be cited in this 

instance.-— 1 T. . ■ ^ V ■> ■. ■ ';->■* I 

I . : ;4 4,,Dharana is holding the scut in self-reflection, preventing it tk# 
m wsn&ering, ij complete a^raetion^X " • : . , 




Jparvtt.] 


CANTI HALVA, 


573 


cipation/ 1 As a man, fixing his mind on a vessel full of 
some liquid (placed on his head) heedfully ascends a flight of 
steps/ 2 even so the Yogin, fixed and absorbed in his soul, 
cleanses it and makes it as effulgent as the Sun. 33 As a 
boat, 0 son of Kunti, that is tossed on the bosom of the 
sea is very soon taken by a heedful boatman to the other 
shore/ 4 even so the man of knowledge, by fixing his soul ipt 
Samadhi, attains to Emancipation, which is so difficult tq 
acquire, after casting off his body, 0 monarch/ 6 As a heed- 
ful charioteer, O king, having yoked good steeds (unto his 
car) takes the car- warrior to the spot he wishes/ 0 even so 
the Yogin, O monarch, heedful in Dhdrand , soon attains to 
the highest spot (viz., Emancipation) like a shaft let off 
from the bow reaching the object aimed at/ 7 The Yogin who 
stays immovably after having entered his self into the soul, 
destroys his sins and obtains that indestructible spot which 
is the possession of those that are righteous/ 8 That Yogin 
who, heedfully observant of high vows, properly unites, 

0 king, his Jiva-soul with the subtile Soul in the navel, the 
throat, the head, the heart, the chest, the sides, the eye, the 
ear, and the nose, burns all his acts good and bad of even 
mountain like proportions, and having recourse to excellent 
Yoga, attains to Emancipation/^ 1 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘It behooveth thee to tell me, Q 
grandsire, what the kinds of diet are by taking which, and 
what the things are by conquering which, the Yogin, 0 
Bharata, acquires Yoga-puissance/ 42 

“Bhishma continued,— Engaged, O Bharata, in subsist- 
ing upon broken grains of rice and sodden cakes of sesame* 
and abstaining from oil and butter, the Yogin acquires Yoga- 
puiss^nce/ 3 By subsisting for a long time on powdered 
barley un mixed with any liquid substance, and by confining 
himself to only one meal a day, the Yogin, of cleansed 
acquires Yoga-puissance/ 4 By drinking only water mixed 
with milk, first only once during the day, then once during a" 
fortnight, then once during a month, then once during 
. three months, and then, once, during a, whole y^ar, the Yogin, 
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acquires Yoga-puissance. 45 By abstaining entirely from meat, 
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O king, the Yogin of cleansed soul acquires puissance.* 4 * 
By subjugating lust, and wrath, and heat, and cold and fain, 
and fear, and grief, and the breath, and all sounds that are 
agreeable to men, and objects of the senses, 47 and the un- 
easiness, so difficult to conquer, that is born of abstention 
from sexual congress, and thirst that is so terrible, 0 king, 
and the pleasures of touch, and sleep, and procrastination 
that is almost unconquerable, O best of kings, 48 high-souled 
Yogins, divested of attachments, and possessed of great wis- 
dom, aided by their understandings, and equipt with wealth 
of contemplation and study, cause the subtile soul to stand 
confest in all its glory, 49 This high (Yoga) path of learned 
Brahmanas is exceedingly difficult to tread. No one caii 
walk along this path with ease. 50 That path is like a terrible 
forest which abounds with innumerable snakes and crawling 
vermin, with (concealed) pits occurring everywhere, without 
water for slaking one’s thirst, and full of thorns, and in- 
accessible on that account. 61 Indeed, the path of Yoga is 
likb a road along which no edibles occur, which runs through 
a desert having all its trees burnt down in a conflagration, and 
which has been rendered unsafe by being infested with bands 
of robbers. Very few young men can pass safely through 
It (for reaching the goal). 52 Like unto a path of this nature, 
few Brahmanas can tread along the Yoga-path with ease 
and comforts who, having betaken himself to this 

path, ceases to go forward (but turns back after having made 
some progress), is regarded as guilty of many faults. 68 Men 
of cleansed souls, 0 lord of Earth, can stay with ease upon 
Yoga-contemplation which is like the sharp edge of a razor. 
Persons of uncleansed souls, however, cannot stay on it. 64 
When Yoga-contemplation becomes disturbed or otherwise 
obstructed, it can never lead the Yogin to an auspicious end 
even as a vessel that is without" a captain cannot take the 
passengers to the other shore. 55 That man, 0 son of Kuntij 
* ‘Akhandam* is ‘Sarvakalam 5 ; ‘uposhya 5 is 4 tyaktwa. } K. P. Singhh 
wrongly translates this Verse. He takes ‘m&nsam’ for 5 xn&sam J ; but 
fco difference of reading occurs between the Bengal and the Boihbay 
Tv ■ - • • ’ • " ■■ - ii:r 2 
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^ho practises Yoga-contemplation according to due rites 
succeeds In casting off both birth and death, and happiness 
and sorrow. 66 Ail this that I have told thee has been stated 
in the diverse treatises bearing upon Yoga. The highest 
fruits of Yoga are seen in persons of the regenerate order. 57 
That highest fruit is identification with Brahma. The high** 
souled Yogin, possessed of greatness, can enter into and 
me out of, at his will, Brahman himself who is the lord of 
all deities, and the boon-giving Vishnu, and Bhava, and 
Dharma, and the six-faced Kartikeya, and the (spiritual) 
$ons of Brahman, the quality of Darkness that is productive 
pi much pain, and that of Passion, and that of Sattwa 
^vhich Is pure, and Prakriti which is the highest, and the 
goddess Siddhi who is the spouse of Varuna, and all kinds 
pf energy, and all-enduring patience, and the bright lord of 
stars in the firmament with the stars twinkling all around, 
and the Vi^was, and the (great) snakes, and the Pitris, and 
all the mountains and hills, and the great and terrible 
oceans, and all the rivers,” and the rain-charged clouds, and 
serpents, and trees, and Yakshas, and the cardinal and sub- 
sidiary points of the compass, and the Gandharvas, and all 
male persons and all female ones also. 5 ^ This discourse, 
0 king, that is connected with the Supreme Being of mighty 
energy should be regarded as auspicious. The Yogin has 
JSfarayana for his soul. Prevailing over all things (through 
his contemplation of the Supreme deity), the high- souled 
Yogin is capable of creating all things/ ” t:2 : 


Section CGCIL 


“Yudhishthira said, — ‘0 king, thou hast duly propounded 
unto me, in the way in which it should be, the path of Yoga 
which is approved by the wise, after the manner of a loving 
preceptor unto his pupil. 1 I ask now about the principles 
<i£ the Sankhya philosophy. Do thou discourse to me on 
those principles in their entirety. Whatever knowledge 
exists in. the three worlds is known to thee ! 1 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Listen now to what the subtile prim* 
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ciples are of the followers of the Sankhya doctrine all of 
whom have a clear knowledge of the soul Those principles 
have been established by all the great and puissant Yatis 
having Kapila for their first. 3 In that doctrine, O chief of 
men, no errors are discoverable. Many, indeed, are its 
merits. In fact, there is no fault in it. 4 Comprehending 
with the aid of knowledge that all objects exist with faults, 
indeed, understanding that tho objects — so difficult to cast 
off — with which human beings and Pi^achas and Rakshasas 
and Yakshas and snakes and Gandharvas and Pitris and 
those that are wandering in the intermediate orders of 
being (such as birds and animals) and great birds (such as 
Garuda and others) and the Maruts and royal sages and 
regenerate sages and Asuras and Vigwedevas and the celes- 
tial Rishis and Yogins invested with supreme puissance and 
the Prajapatis and Brahman himself are engaged, and under- 
standing truly what the highest limit is of one’s period of 
existence in this world, and apprehending also the great 
truth, O foremost of eloquent men, about what is called felicity 
here, 6 '' 10 and having a clear knowledge of what the sorrows 
are that overtake when the hour comes all those that are 
concerned with (transitory) objects, and knowing full well 
the sorrows of those that have fallen into the intermediate 
orders of being and of those that ha^i^iiiik into hell, 11 per- 
ceiving all the merits and ail the faults of heaven, O Bharata, 
and all the demerits that attach to the declarations of the 
Yedas and ail the excellencies that are connected with them, 13 
recognising the faults and merits of the Yoga and the San- 
khya systems of philosophy, 18 realizing also that the quality 
of Sattwa has ten properties, that of Rajas has nine, and 
fhat of Tamas has eight, that the Understanding has seven 
properties/ 4 the Mind has six, and Space has five, and once 
more conceiving that the Understanding has four properties 
and Tamas has three/ 5 and Rajas has two and Sattwa has 
one, and truly apprehending the path that is followed by ail 
objects when destruction overtakes them and what the courser 
ia of self-knowledge/ 6 the San khy as, possessed of knowledge* 
rienee and exal ted by their perceptions of causes, ; 
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derstanding, blindness (of results), sleep, heedlessness, a' 
nation. The seven incidents of Buddhi or the Under 
Mahat, consciousness, and the five subtile essences. The i 
of Mind are Mind and the five senses. The five incidents 
to Space are space, water, wind, light, and earth. Ah' 
different school of philosophy, Buddhi or the Understand 
have four incidents appertaining to it, vtz %} doubt, ascertaii 
and memory. Tam as (Darkness) also is otherwise regar 
only three incidents, viz^ inability of comprehension, pai 
hension, and totally erroneous comprehension* Bajas 
(according to this school) regarded as having only the two 
nufination (to act) and sorrow. Sattwa has but one i 
1 ightenmeirt. — T. 


•and acquiring thorough auspiciousnesi, attain to the 
of Emancipation like the rays of the Sun, or tl 
taking refuge in Space .* 17 Vision is attached to f< 
sense of scent to smells; the ear to sound; the to 
juices ; LS and the skin (or body) to touch. The Wine 
its refuge'S pace. Stupefaction has Tanias (Darkness 
refuge. Cupidity has the objects of the senses foi 
fuge . 19 Vishnu is attached to (the organs of ) motioi 
is attached to (the organs of ) strength. The deity 
attached to the stomach. Earth is attached to the 
The Waters have Heat (or fire) for their refuge, 
attaches itself to the Wind ; and the Wind has S 
its refuge; and Space has Mahat for its refuge; am 
has the Understanding for its foundation . 21 The 
standing has its refuge in Tamas ; Tamas has Raj 
refuge; Rajas is founded upon Sattvva ; and Sattw 
inched to the Soul . 22 The Soul has the glorious and 
Narayana for its refuge. That glorious deity has E 


tion for his refuge. 


Emancipation is independe 


"* The ten properties included in Sattwa or Goodness a 
cheerfulness, enthusiasm, fame, righteousness, eontentmen 
centy, liberality, and lordship. The nine properties inclu 
or Passion are belief in the deities, (ostentatious) charity 
and endurance of happiness and sorrow, disunion, exhibit! 
ness, lust and wraoh, intoxication, pride, malice, and di 
revile. The eight qualities included in Tamas or Darkness 
seiousness, stupefaction, excess of stupefaction, muddiness 
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refuge . 83 Knowing that this body, that is endued with six 
and ten possessions, is the result of the quality of Sattway 
understanding fully the nature of the physical organism and 
the character of the Chetana that dwells within it , 24 recog- 
nising the one existent Being that lives in the body, viz,, 
the Soul, which stands aloof from every concern of the body 
and in which no sin can attach, realising the nature of that 1 
second object, viz., the acts of persons attached to the objects 
•of the senses * 26 understanding also the character of the senses 
and the sensual objects which have their refuge in the Soul, 
appreciating the difficulty of Emancipation and the scriptures 
that bear upon it , 26 knowing fully the nature of the vital 
breaths called Prana, Apana, Samana, Vyana, and Udana, as 
also the two other breaths, viz., the one going downward and 
the other moving upward / 7 indeed, knowing those seven 
breaths ordained to accomplish seven different functions, as- 
certaining the nature of the Prajapatis and the Rishis and 
the high paths, many in number, of virtue or righteousness , 23 
•and the seven Rishis and the innumerable royal Rishis, 
O scorcher of foes, and the great celestial Rishis and the other 
regenerate Rishis endued with the effulgence of the Sun , 20 be- 
holding all these falling away from their puissance in course 
of many long ages, O monarch, hearing of the destruction of 
even of all the mighty beings in the universe , 30 understand- 
ing also the inauspicious end that is attained, O king, by 
•creatures of sinful acts, and the miseries endured by those 
that fall into the river Vaitarani in the realms of Yama / 1 
and the inauspicious wanderings of creatures through diverse 
-wombs, and the character of their residence in the unholy 
uterus in the midst of blood and water 32 and phlegm and 
urine and faeces, all of foul smell, and then in bodies that 
result from the union of blood and the vital seed, of marrow 
and sinews , 33 abounding with hundreds of nerves and arteries 
and forming an impure mansion of nine doors, comprehend- 
ing also what is for his own good and what those diverse 
combinations are which are productive of good / 4 beholding 
|he abominable conduct of creatures whose natures are 
erfeed by Darkness or Passion or Goodness, G chief 
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®f Bharata’s race, 35 — conduct that is reprehended, in view of 
its incapacity to acquire Emancipation, by the followers of 
the Sankhya doctrine who are fully conversant with the 
Soul, beholding the swallowing up of the Moon and the Sun 
by Rahu, s * the falling of stars from their fixed positions and.' 
the diversions of constellations from their orbits, knowing the 
sad separation of all united objects, 57 and the diabolical be* 
haviour of creatures in devouring one another, seeing the 
absence of all intelligence in the infancy of human beings 
and the deterioration and destruction of the body, 53 marking 
the little attachment creatures have to the quality of Sattwa 
in consequence of their being overwhelmed by wrath and 
stupefaction, beholding also only one among thousands of 
human beings resolved to struggle after the acquisition of 
Emancipation, 38 understanding the difficulty of attaining to 
Emancipation according to what is stated in the scriptures, 
seeing the marked solicitude that creatures manifest for all 
unattained objects and their comparative indifference to alt 
objects that have been attained, 48 marking the wickedness 
that results from all objects of the senses, 0 king, and the 
repulsive bodies, O son of Kunti, of persons reft of life, 41 
and the residence, always fraught with grief, of human be* 
Ings, O Bharata, in houses (in the midst of spouses and 
children), knowing the end of those terrible and fallen men 
who become guilty of slaying Brahman as, 42 and of those 
•wicked Brahman as that are addicted to the drinking of 
alcoholic stimulants, and the equally sad end of those that 
become criminally attached to the spouses of their pre- 
ceptors, 43 and of those men, 0 Yudhishthira, that do nob 
properly reverence their mothers, as also of those that have 
no reverence and worship to offer to the deities, 44 under- 
standing also, with the help of that knowledge (which their 
philosophy imparts), the end that overtakes all perpetrators 
of wicked acts, and the diverse ends that overtake those 
.who have taken birth among the intermediate orders, 45 as* 
certaining the diverse declarations of the Vedas, the courses 
of seasons, the fading of years, of months, 4 * of fortnights, 
»nd of days, beholding directly the waxing and the waning 



seas, and t»d.e ainunuyioo, ur wcawu «uv* ,*uo ujuo®c uuw 
more, 4 ’ and the separation of united objects, the lapse 
of Yugas, the destruction of mountains, the drying up of 
rivers , 40 the deterioration of (the purity of) the several orders 
and the end also of th,at deterioration occurring repeatedly, 
beholding the birth, decrepitude, death, and sorrows of crea- 
tures , 60 knowing truly the faults attaching to the body and 
the sorrows to which human beings are subject, and the 
vicissitudes to which the bodies of creatures are subject , 61 
and understanding all the faults that attach to their own 
souls, and also all the inauspicious faults that attach to their 
own bodies, (the followers of the Sankhya philosophy succeed 
in attaining to Emancipation ).’ 52 

“Yudhishthira said,— '0 thou of immeasurable energy, 
■what are those faults that thou seest attaching to one’s body? 
It behooveth thee to expound this doubt to me fully and 
truly!’ 53 ' 

“Bhishma said,— ‘Listen, O slayer of foes ! The Sankbyas 
or followers of Kapila, who are conversant with all paths 
and endued with wisdom, say that there are in all five faults, 
Q puissant one, in the human body. 64 They are Desire and 
Wrath and Fear and Sleep and Breath. 66 These faults are 
seen in the bodies of all embodied creatures. They that are 
endued with wisdom cut the root of; wrath with the aid of 
Forgiveness. Desire is cut off by cststing off all purposes. 1 
By cultivation of the quality of Goodness (Sattwa) sleep is 
eonquered, and Fear is conquered by cultivating Heedful- 
ness. Breath is conquered by abstemiousness of diet, 0 king. 61 
Truly understanding gunas by the aid of hundreds of gunas, 
and faults by hundreds of faults, and diverse causes by hun- 
dreds of causes, 63 ascertaining that the world is like the froth 
of water, enveloped by hundreds of illusions flowing from 
Yishnu, like a painted edifice, and as unsubstantial as a reed, 63 
bflboldinff it to be fas terrible as) a dark pit, or as unreal as 



* ‘Durga* is an inaccessible region such as a forest or wilderness 
Which cannot be passed through except with great pain and danger.— T* 
f The correct reading seems to. be < sthita*vratathsamkulam. , *r-T,i 
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elation of company constitutes the high refuge (of those that, 
seek to cross it). Children and spouses are its unnumbered 
leeches. Friends and kinsmen are the cities and towns on its 
shores. Abstention from injury, and Truth, are its boundary 
line. Death Is its storm- wave. The knowledge of Vedanta* 
is its island (capable of affording refuge to those that are 
tossed upon its waters). Acts of compasson towards all crea- 
tures constitute its life-buoys,* and Emancipation is the 
priceless commodity offered to those voyaging on its waters in 
search of marchandise. Like its substantive prototype with 
its equine head disgorging flames of fire, this ocean too has- 
Its fiery terrors. Having transcended the liability, that is 
so difficult to transcend, of dwelling within the gross body*, 
the Sankhyas enter into pure space.f 6W2 Surya then bears, 
with his rays, those righteous men that are practicers of the 
Sankhya doctrines. Like the fibres of the lotus-stalk convey- 
ing water to the flower into which they all converge, Surya, 
drinking all things from the universe, conveys them unto 
those good and wise men4 73 Their attachments all destroyed^ 
possessed of energy, endued with wealth of penances, and 
crowned with success, these Yatis, O Bharata, are borne by 

* ‘Udadhi’ is, literally, a water-jar. In this country most people, 
While swimming, use water-jars as buoys. The mouth of the jar being 
■dipped into the watei', the air confined within it serve to support heavy 
weights. I have heard that the most rapid currents are crossed by milk- 
maids in this way, all the while bearing milk pails on their heads. — T« 

t In the second line of 72, c dustaram-janma’ means ft janma«yuktara 
dustaram.* — T. 

J The sense seems to be that by practising the Sankhya doctrines 
men cease to have any regard for even their gross bodies. They suc- 
ceed in realising their existence as independent of all earthly or 
heavenly objects. What is meant by the Sun bearing them in his rays 
imd conveying to them all things from every part of the universe is 
that these. men acquire great puissance. This is not the puissance of 
Yoga but of knowledge. Everythingibeing regarded as unsubstantial 
$md transitory i the position of Indra himself, or of Brahman, is look^ 
ed upon as undesirable and unworthy of acquisition. Sincere convic- 
tion of tbf* kind and the course of canduct that is conformable to it Is 
literally puissance of the highest kind, for all the purposes of pufs- 
f&nee. are capable of being served by it.— T. . • . ■ • - 



that wind 74 which is subtile, cooling, fragrant, and delici- 
ous to the touch, O Bharata ! In fact, that wind which is 
the best of the seven winds, and which blows in regions of 
great felicity, 76 conveys them, O son of Kunti, to that which 
is the highest end in space* Then space into which they 
are carried, O monarch, conveys them to the highest end of 
Rajas.-]- 70 Rajas then bears them to the highest end of Sattwa. 
Sattwa then bears them, 0 thou of pure soul, to the Supreme 
and puissant Narayana. 77 The puissant and pure-souled Nara- 
yana at last, through himself, bears them to the Supreme 
Soul. Having reached the Supreme Soul, those stainless 
persons, who have (by that time) become the body of (what 
is called) That,+ 7n attain to immortality, and they have never 
afterwards to return from that position, 0 king ! That is the 
highest end, 0 son of Pritha, which is attained by those high- 
souled men who have transcended the influence of all pairs 
of opposites.’ ” ;a 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘O sinless one, have those persons 
of firm vows, after they have attained to that excellent posi- 
tion which is fraught with puissance and felicity, any re- 
collection of their lives including birth and death? 80 It 
behooveth thee to tell me properly what the truth is in this 


* This is taken as meaning that the Sankhyas are conveyed to the 
firmament of the heart. Perhaps, what is intended by it is that they 
become withdrawn from all external objects and even the impressions 
of all external things. — X . 

t Perhaps, this means the pleasures of heaven. — T. 

I I. they who have identified themselves with Brahhia. — T. 
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cipate only resembles a person sunk in dreamless slumber* 
then nothing can be more improper than to say that there is 
really no consciousness in Emancipation (for all that happens 
in dreamless slumber is that one’s consciousness is temporari- 
ly overshadowed and suspended, but never lost, for it returns 
when one awakes from that slumber).*’ 88 

“Bhishma said, — ‘However difficult it may be to answer 
it, the question which thou hast asked, O son, is proper. 
Verity, the question is of such a kind that even they that are 
possessed of great learning become stupefied in answering it* 
O chief of Bharatas race. 84 For all that, hear what the 
truth is as expounded by me. The high-souled followers of 
Kapila have set their high understandings on this point." 5 
The senses of knowledge, 0 king, planted in the bodies of 
embodied creatures, are employed in their respective func- 
tions of perception. They are the instruments of the Soul, for 
it is through them that that subtile Being perceives.f 80 * Dis- 
united with the Soul, the senses are like lumps of wood, and 
are, without doubt, destroyed (in respect of the functions 
they serve) like the froth that is seen on the bosom of the 
ocean.t 87 When the embodied creature, 0 scorcher of foes, 

* Yudhishthira’s question seems to he this. Is there or is there not' 
consciousness in the emancipate state ? Different scriptures answer 
this question differently. If it be said that there is consciousness in 
that state, then why discard heaven and its pleasures, or the religion 
of Pravritti or acts which leads to those pleasures ? Where is the 
necessity then of Samiyasa or the religion of Nivritti or abstention 
from all acts ? On the supposition of there being consciousness in the 
emancipate state, the Religion of Pravritti should be taken as supe- 
rior. If, on the other hand, the existence of consciousness be denied* 
that would be an error. ‘Dnkshataram* is ‘ayuktarain.’ — T. 

t Although I make use of the word ‘perceive* yet remembering that \ 
the mind is included among the senses and regarded as the sixth sense, 
the functions of recollection, representation, &e., are also implied by 
the word c pa9yati/ The Burdwan translator gives a ridiculously erro- 
neous version of this Yerse. — T. 

f The Commentator explains that the simile of the froth is intro- 
duced in consequence of its disappearance with the disappearance of 
water. 3L P. Singha is incorrect in taking the instance of froth a& 

lilg&ta&tfe of the qukhmu J $f the destruction. — T, 
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sinks into sleep along with his senses, the subtile Soul then 
roves among all objects like the wind through space.** 8 The 
subtile Soul, during slumber, continues to see (all forms) 
and touch all objects of touch, 0 king, and take in other 
perceptions, as well as when it is awake. 89 In consequence 
of their inability to act without their director, the senses, 
during sleep, all become extinguished in their respective 
places (and lose their powers) like snakes deprived of poi« 
son.f 90 At such times, the subtile Soul, repairing into the 
respective places of all the senses, without doubt, discharges 
all their functions.^ 91 All the qualities of Sattwa, all the 
attributes of the Understanding, 0 Bharata, 92 as also those 
of Mind, and Space, and Wind, 0 thou of righteous soul, and 
all the attributes of liquid substances, 93 of Water, 0 Partha, 
and of Earth, — these senses with these qualities, — 0 Yudhish- 
thira, which inhere to Jiva-souls, are along with the Jiva- 
soul itself, overwhelmed by the Supreme Soul or Brahma, 
Acts also, good and bad, overwhelm that Jiva-soul Like 
disciples waiting upon their preceptor with reverence, the 
senses too wait upon the Jiva-souL 84 *" 95 When the Jiva- souL 
transcends Prakriti, it attains to Brahma that is without* 
change, that is highest, that is Narayana. that is beyond all 
pairs of opposites, and that transcends Prakriti. 86 Freed 
from both merit and demerit, the Jiva-soul, entering the 
Supreme Soul which is divested of all attributes, and which 
is the home of all auspiciousness, does not return thence, 
0 Bharata. 97 What remains, O son, is the mind with the 
senses, 0 Bharata. These have to come back once more at 
the appointed season for doing the bidding of their great 
Master.! 98 Soon after, O son of Kunti, (when this body is 


* ‘Sarvatra’ does not mean ‘through every part of the sleeper’s body® 
as K. P. Singha takes it, but ‘sarvavishaye’ as the Commentator cor- 
rectly explains it. — T. 

+ ‘Iha’ is ‘sapne.’ ‘Ani§ah’ is ‘nasti i§ah or pravartakah yasya.’ — T. 

t For the Soul, in dreams, sees and hears and touches and smells* 
&c., precisely as it does while awake.—T. 

$ The sense seems to be that a person who becomes emancipate in 
this life becomes so in Samadhi. When the state of Samadhi is over s 
his mind and senses return ; and returning they do the bidding of th$ 
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cast off ) the Yati striving after Emancipation, endued as he 
is with knowledge and desirous as he is of Gun a, succeeds in 
attaining to that peace of Emancipation which is his who 
‘becomes bodiless** 39 The Sankhyas, 0 king, are endued with 
great wisdom. They succeed in attaining to the highest end 
by means of this kind of knowledge. There is no knowledge 
that is equal to this. 100 Do not yield to any kind of doubt* 
The Knowledge* which is described in the system of the 
-Sankhyas is regarded as the highest. That knowledge is 
immutable and is eternally fixed. It is eternal Brahma in 
-fulness, 101 It has no beginning, middle, and end. It trans- 
cends all pairs, of opposites. It is the cause of the creation 
of the universe. It stands in fulness. It is without deteriora- 
tion of any kind. It is uniform, and everlasting. Thus are 
its praises sung by the wise. 108 From it flow creation and 
- destruction and all modifications. The great Eishis speak of 
it and applaud it in the scriptures. 10 * Ail learned Brail- 
manas and all the deities and all righteous men regard 
•-it as flowing from Brahma, Supreme, Divine, Infinite, Ira- 
•'.mutable, and Undeteriorating. 104 All Brahnpnas again that 
-are attached to objects of the senses adore and applaud it by 
• ascribing to it attributes that belong to illusion.*!’ The same 
is the view o£ Yogins well observant of penances and medi- 
tation and of Sankhyas of immeasurable insight. 106 The Crutis 
declare, 0 son of Kunti, that the Sankhya form of philo- 
Sophy is the form of that Formless One. The cognitions 
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(according to that philosophy) have, O chief of Bharata’s 
race, been said to be the knowledge of Brahma,* 100 

“ 'There are two kinds of creatures on Earth, 0 lord of 
Earth, viz., mobile and immobile. Of these, those that are • 
mobile are superior. 107 That high knowledge, 0 king, which’ 
exists in persons conversant with Brahma, and that which 
occurs in the Vedas, and that which is found in other scrip- 
tures, and that in Yoga, and that which may be seen in. 
the diverse Puranas, are all, 0 monarch, to be found in 
Sankhya philosophy/)- 108 Whatever knowledge is seen to* 
exist in high histories, whatever knowledge occurs, 0 king, 
In the sciences appertaining to the- acquisition of wealth as 
approved by the- wise, whatever other knowledge exists in 
this world — all these,— flow, 0 high-souled monarch, from the 
high knowledge that occurs among the Sankhyas. 109 Tran- 
quillity of soul, high puissance, all subtile knowledge of 
which the scriptures speak, penances of subtile force, and all- 
kinds of felicity, O king, have all been duly ordained in the 
Sankhya system. 110 Failing to acquire, 0 son of Pritha, 
that complete knowledge which is recommended by their 
system, the Sankhyas attain to the status of deities and 
pass many years in felicity. Lording it over the celestials as 
they will, they fall, upon the expiration of the allotted 
period, among learned Brahmanas and Yatis4 ul Casting off 
this body, those regenerate ones that follow the Sankhya- 
system enter into the superior state of Brahma like the 
celestials entering into the firmament, by devoting them- 
selves wholly to that adorable system which is theirs and 

* * Brahma is knowledge without duality, i e ., knowledge without 
the consciousness of knower and known. The knowledge or cognition: 
of an obieet when the object is annihilated, assumes the form of that 
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every thing, — T. 

yana who does all this is the embodiment of the San- 


■which is -worshipped by all wise men”* Those regenerate 
persons that are devoted to the acquisition of that know* 
ledge which is recommended in the Sankhya system, even if 
they fail to attain to eminence, are never seen to fall among 
intermediate creatures, or to sink into the status of sinful 
men That high-souled person who is fully conversant 
with the vast, high, ancient, oeean-like, and immeasurable 
Sankhya system that is pure and liberal and agreeable, be- 
comes, 0 king, equal to Narayana."* I have now told thee 
0 god among men, the truth about the Sankhya system.’ 

" “ f 6 emb0dime nt of Narayana, of the universe as it 
exists from the remotest time * When the time of Creation 
comes, He causes the Creation to start into life, and when 
the time comes for destruction, He swallows up everything 
Having withdrawn everything into his own body he goes to 
sleep, that inner Soul of the universe.’ ”-p 15 


Section CCCIII. 

“Yudhisthira said, -‘What is that which is called Un- 

b ~r d hy atta f ng t0 Which no one has ^ come 

back What, again, is that which is called Deteriorating 
and by attaining to which one has to return once more ** 
O slayer of foes, I ask thee the distinction that exists 
O thou of mighty arms, between the Deteriorating and the 
yndeterioratwg ones for understanding them both truly, 0 
e ig ter of the Kurus. 2 Brahmanas conversant with the 
Vedas speak of thee as an Ocean of knowledge. Highly- 
blessed Bishis and Yatis of high souls do the same. 5 Thou 
bast very few days to live. When the Sun turns from his 
southern path for entering into the northern, thou shalt 
attain to thy high end.* When thou shalt leave us, from 
whom shall we hear of all that is beneficial for us? Thou 
art the lamp of Kuru’s race. Indeed, thou art always blam- 
ing with the light of knowledge.* O perpetuater of Kuru’s 
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race, I desire, therefore, to hear all this from thee. Listen- 1 
ing to thy discourses that are always sweet like nectar; my 
curiosity, without being satiated, is always increasing T 6 
“Bhishma said, — ‘I shall, in this connection, relate to 
thee the old narrative of the discourse that took place be- 
tween Vatjishtha and king Karala of Jan aka’s race. 7 Once 
on a time when that foremost of Rishis, viz., Va$Ishtha, en- 
dued with the effulgence of the Sun, was seated at his ease, 
king Jan aka asked him about that highest knowledge which 
Is for our supreme good. 8 Highly proficient in that depart- 
ment of knowledge which is concerned with the Soul and 
possessed of certain conclusions in respect of all branches of 
that science, 9 * as Maitra varum, that foremost of Rishis, was 
seated, the king, approaching him with joined hands, asked 
him in humble words, well pronounced and sweet and desti- 
tute of all controversial spirit, this question, 10 — 0 holy one, 
I desire to hear of Supreme and Eternal Brahma by attaining 
to which men of wisdom have not to come back. 11 I desire 
also to know that which is called Destructible and That into 
which thi 3 universe enters when destroyed. Indeed, what is 
That which is said to be indestructible, auspicious, beneficial, 
and free from evil of every kind ? — ,13 

“ ‘ Vanish tha said, — Hear, 0 lord of Earth, as to how this 
universe is destroyed, and of That which was never destroyed 
and which will never be destroyed at any time. 13 Twelve 
thousand years, (according to the measure of the celestials,) 
make a Yuga. Four such Yugas, taken a thousand times, 
make a Kalpa which measures one day of Brahman.f 14 Brah- 
man's night also, 0 king, is of the same measure. When 
Brahman himself is destroy ed,t Cambhu of formless soul and 


* The Commentator explains the compound £ Adhyatmagatini$cha« 
yarn 5 differently.— -T. 

t Both the Vernacular translators render this Verse wrongly. — T. 

X ‘Yasyante’ is explained by the Commentator as implying ‘Brah* 
manah ante/ and hot ‘at the end of that night.’ The line occurs in 
Mann (Chap. I, 74.) where ‘ante* refers to Brahman’s day and night. 
Va^rshtha here refers to Mahapralaya, and not any intermediate 
pralaya,— T, % ", ; . ' 5 $ 
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* In the creation of 'Mahan or Praj&pati or Yirat, and of Conscious- 
ness, the element of Tamas or Ignorance predominates. — T. 

t This is a very abstruse Verse. I am not sure that I have under- 
stood it correctly. What is said here seems to be this : from Akshara 
-arose Hiranyagarbha ; from Hiranyagarbha arose Vir5t. This, that, or 
the other is worshipped by ordinary men, while persons possessed .of 
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to whom the Yoga attributes of AnimS, Laghima, &c., natu- 
rally inhere, awakes, and once more creates that First or 
Eldest of all creatures, possessed of vast proportions, of infinite- 
deeds, endued with form, and identifiable with the universe. 
That Cambhu is otherwise called Ljana (the lord of every- 
thing). He is pure Effulgence, and transcends all deteriora- 
tion , lS " 16 having his hands and feet stretching in all directions, 
with eyes and head and mouth everywhere, and with ears 
also in every place. That Being exists, overwhelming the 
entire universe . 17 The eldest-born Being is called Hiranya- 
garbha. This holy one has (in the Vedanta) been called the 
Understanding. In the Yoga scriptures. He is called the 
Great, and Virinchi, and the Unborn . 18 In the Sankhya 
scriptures, He is indicated by diverse names, and regarded as 
having Infinity for his Soul. Of diverse forms and constitut- 
ing the soul of the universe. He is regarded as One and 
Indestructible . 19 The three worlds of infinite ingredients have 
been created by Him without assistance from any source and 
have been overwhelmed by him. In consequence of His 
manifold forms. He is said to be of universal form . 50 Under- 
going modifications He creates Himself by Himself. Endued 
with mighty energy, He first creates Consciousness and that 
Great Being called Prajapati endued with Consciousness . 81 
The Manifest (or Hiranyagarbha) is created from the Un mani- 
fest. This is called by the learned the Creation of Know- 
ledge. The creation of Mahan (or Virat) and Consciousness, 
by Hiranyagarbha, is the Creation of Ignorance .* 22 Ascrip- 
tion of attributes (worthy of worship) and the destruction 
thereof, called respectively by the names of Ignorance and 
Knowledge by persons learned in the interpretation of' the 
Crutis, then arose, referring to this, that, or the other of 
the three (viz., Akshara, Hiranyagarbha, or Yirat).-f- 8 * Know, 
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0 king, that the creation of the (subtile) elements from 
Consciousness is the third.* In all kinds of Consciousness 
is the fourth creation which flows from modification of the 
third. 24 This fourth creation comprises Wind and Light and 
Space and Water and Earth, with their properties of sound, 
touch, form, taste, and scent. 25 This aggregate of ten arose, 
without doubt, at the same time. The fifth creation, 0 mom 
arch, is that which has arisen from combinations of the primal 
elements (named above). 25 This comprises the ear, the skin, 
the eyes, the tongue, and the nose forming the fifth, and 
speech, and the two hands, and the two legs, and the lower 
duct, and the organs of generation. 27 The first five of these 
constitute the organs of knowledge, and the last five the organs 
of action. All these, with mind, arose simultaneously, 0 
king. 2 * These constitute the four and twenty topics that 
^xist in the forms of all living creatures. By understanding 
these properly, Brahmanas possessed of insight into the 
truth have never to yield to sorrow. 28 In the three worlds a 
■combination of these, called body, is possessed by all em- 
bodied creatures. Indeed, 0 king, a combination of those is 
known as such in deities and men and Danavas, 20 in Yakshas 
and spirits and Gandharvas, and Kinnaras and great snakes, 
and Charanas and Pi<jachas, sl in celestial Rishis and Ra- 
kshasas, in biting flies, and worms, and gnats, and vermin 
born of filth and rats, and dogs and Cwapakas and Chaineyas 
and Chandalas and Pukkasas, 22 in elephants and steeds and 
asses and tigers, and trees, and kine. Whatever other crea- 


reaL insight do not invest any of them with attributes worthy of 
worship. The speaker says that the ascription of attributes, called 
Ignorance, and the non-ascription (or destruction of that ascription,) 
called Knowledge, (with respect* to Virat or Hiranyagarbha or Akshara), 
then arose. It might be asked that when there were no men as yet to 
worship or to condemn such worship, how could the two arise ? The 
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tures exist in water or space or on earth, for there is no other 
place in which creatures exist as we have heard, have this 
combination. 35 " 4 All these, 0 sire, included within the class 
called Manifest, are seen to be destroyed day after day, 
lienee, all creatures produced by union of these four and 
twenty are said to be destructible. 56 

, “ 'This then is the Indestructible. And since the universe, 

which is made up of Manifest and Un manifest, meet with des- 
truction, therefore, it is said to be Destructible. 26 The very 
Being called Mahan who is the eldest-born is always spoken 
of as an instance of the Destructible. I have now told thee, 

O monarch, all that thou hadst asked me. 27 Transcending 
the four and twenty topics already adverted to is the twenty 
fifth called Vishnu. That Vishnu, in consequence of the 
absence of all attributes, is not a topic (of knowledge) though 
as that which pervades all the topics, he has been called so 
by the wise, 38 Since that which is destructible has caused 
ail this that is Manifest, therefore, ail this is endued with 
form. The twenty fourth, which is Prakriti, is said to pre- 
side over all this (which has sprung from her modifications). 
The tweuty fifth, which is Vishnu, is formless and, therefore, 
cannot be said to preside over the universe.* 28 It is that 
Unmanifest (Praknti), winch, when endued with body (in 
consequence of union with Chit) dwells in the hearts of all 
creatures endued with body. As regards eternal Chetana 
(the Indestructible), although he is without attributes and 
without form, yet he (in consequence of a union with Pra- 
krit!) assumes all forms. 40 Uniting with Prakrit! which 
has the attributes of birth and death, he also assumes the 
attributes of birth and deatn. And in consequence of such 
union he becomes an object of perception and though in 

* The meanings of such Verses depeud upon the grammatical signi- 
fications of certain words that are used. They can scarcely be ren- 
dered accurately into any other language not derived from Sanskrit, 
What is said here is that it is Prakriti which must be said to be the 
AdhuhthMri of the universe, Vishnu is not so. Vishnu, Brahma, 
.Akshara, or the Indestructible, however, is said to cover or pervade the * 
universe (vyapnoti). Vishnu i* Vyapaka but not Adhuhthti irk — T. 



Section COGIV. 

" “ Wa^shtha said, — Thus in consequence of his forgetful- 
ness the. Soul follows Ignorance and obtains thousands of 
bodies one after another. 1 He attains to thousands of births 
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reality divested of all attributes yet he comes to be invested 
therewith. 41 It is in this way that the Mahat-Soul (Hiranya- 
garbha), becoming united with Prakriti and invested with 
Ignorance, undergoes modifications and becomes conscious of 
Self. 42 Uniting with the attributes of Sattwa and Rajas and 
Tamas, he becomes identified with diverse creatures belonging 
to diverse orders of Being, in consequence of his forgetful- 
ness and his waiting upon Ignorance, 43 In consequence of 
his birth and destruction arising from the fact of his dwell- 
ing in union with Prakriti, he thinks himself to be no other 
than what he apparently is. Regarding himself as this or 
that, he follows the attributes of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas, 4 * 
Under the influence of Tamas, he attains to diverse kinds 
of conditions that are affected by Tamas, Under the influ- 
ences of Rajas and Sattwa, he attains similarly to conditions 
that are affected by Rajas and Sattwa. 46 There are three 
colors in all, viz., White, Red, and Dark, All those colors 
appertain to Prakriti (so that He it is who becomes White or 
Red or Dark according as the nature of the Prakriti is with 
which He becomes identified for the time being). 46 Through 
Tamas one goes to hell. Through Rajas one attains to 
(and remains in) the status of humanity. Through Sattwa, 
people ascend to the regions of the deities and become sharers 
of great felicity. 47 By adhering to sin continuously one 
sinks into the intermediate order of beings. By acting both 
righteously and sinfully one attains to the status of humani- 
ty, By acting only righteously, one attains to the status of 
the deities. 48 In this way the twentyfifth, viz., Akshara (the 
Indestructible), the wise say, by union with the unmanifesfs 
(Prakriti), becomes transformed into Kshara (destructible). 
By means of kuowledge, however, the Indestructible becomes 
displayed in His true nature. — ’ 5,40 



many long years . 3 As the worm that fabricates the cocoon 
'shuts itself completely on every side by means of the threads 
it weaves itself, even so the Soul, though in reality tran- 
scending all attributes, invests himself on every side with 
•attributes (and deprives himself of iiberty).f 4 Though trans- 
cending (in his real nature) both happiness and misery, it is 
“thus that he subjects himself to happiness and misery. It is 
-thus also that, though transcending all diseases, the Soul 
regards himself to be afflicted by headache and opthalmia and 
'toothache and affections of the throat and abdominal dropsy, 
=and burning thirst, and enlargement of glands, and cholera, 
,&nd vitiligo, and leprosy, and burns, and asthma and phthisis, 
and epilepsy, and whatever other diseases of diverse kinds 
are seen in the bodies of embodied #s»*ures. M Regarding 
himself, through error, as born among thousands of creatures 
in the intermediate orders of being, and sometimes among 
the gods, he endures misery and enjoys the fruits of his good 
deeds . 8 Invested with Ignorance he regards himself as robed 
^sometimes in white cloth and sometimes in full dress consist- 
ing of four pieces, or as lying on floors (instead of on beds on 
bedsteads) or with hands and feet contracted like those of 
frogs, or as seated upright in the attitude of ascetic contem- 
plation, or as clad in rags or as lying or sitting under the 
eanopy of heaven or within mansions built of bricks and 
stone or on rugged stones or on ashes or bare stones or on the 
bare earth or on beds or on battlefields or in water or -in 
mire or on wooden planks or on diverse kinds of beds ; or, 


* In the previous Section it has been s 
takes birth among the intermediate orders 
! & beings, and through Sattwa among gods. 
. , tehayat’ means ‘aigaryya’ or puissance.— I 
t The soul weaves a cocoon with attr 
from attributes), and though free deprive 
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impelled by desire of fruifc, he regards himself as clad in a. 
scant piece of cloth made of grass or as totally nud© or- as- 
robed in silk or in skin of the black antelope or in cloth- 
made of flax or in sheep-skin or in tiger-skin or in lion-skin 
or in fabric of hemp, or in barks of birch or in cloths made of 
the produce of prickly plants, or in vestures made of threads 
•woven by worms or of torn rags or in diverse other kinds of' 
cloth too- numerous to mention. The soul regards himself. also 
as wearing diverse kinds of ornaments and gems, or as eating 
diverse kinds of food, 0 * 15 He regards himself as sometimes 
eating at intervals of one night, or once at the same hour 
every day, or as at the fourth, the sixth, and the eighth hour 
every day, 16 or as once in six or seven or eight nights, or a3 
once in ten or twelve days, 17 or as once in a month, or as 
eating only roots, or fruits, or as subsisting upon air or water 
alone, or on cakes of sesame husk, or curds or cowdung, 18 or 
the urine of the cow or potherbs or flowers or moss or raw 
food, 13 or as subsisting on fallen leaves of trees or fruits that 
have fallen down and lay scattered on the ground, or diverse 
other kinds of food, impelled by the desire of winning (ascetic) 
success. 50 The Soul regards himself as adopting the observance 
of Chandrayana according to the rites ordained in the scrip- 
: tores, or diverse other vows and observances, and the courses 
of duty prescribed for the four modes of life, and even direlee- 
tions of duty, 21 and the duties of other subsidiary modes of 
life included in the four principal ones, and even diverse 
kinds of practices that distinguish the wicked and sinful. 
The Soul regards himself as enjoying retired spots and the 
delightful shades of mountains and the cool vicinity of springs 
and fountains, 22 and solitary river banks and secluded forests, 
and sacred spots dedicated to the deities, and lakes and waters 
withdrawn from the busy haunts of men, 83 and lone mountain 
caves affording the accomodation that houses and' mansions 
afford. The Soul regards himself as employed in the recita- 
tion of different kinds of hidden mantras or as observing 
different vows 2 * and rules and diverse kinds of penances, and 
sacrifices of many kinds, and rites of diverse sorts. 4 '’ The 
Soul regards himself as adopting sometimes the ways of 
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traders and merchants and the practices of Brahmanas and 
Kshatriyas and Vaigyas and Otidras, and gifts of diverse 
kinds unto those that are destitute or blind or helpless. 2 * 
In consequence of his being invested with Ignorance, the 
Soul adopts the different attributes of Sattwa and Rajas 
and Tamas, and Righteousness and Wealth and pleasure . 27 
Under the influence of Prakrit!, the Soul, undergoing modi- 
fications himself, observes and adopts and practises all these 
and regards himself as such. Indeed, the Soul regards him* 
self as employed in the utterance of the sacred mantras 
Swaha and Swadha and Vashat, and in bowing unto those 
lie regards as his Superiors ; 28 in officiating in the sacrifices 
of others, in teaching pupils, making gifts and accepting 
them ; in performing sacrifices and studying the scriptures, 
and doing all other acts and rites of this kind . 20 The Soul 
regards himself as concerned with birth a^d death and disputes 
and slaughter. All these, the learned say, constitute the 
path of acts good and bad . 30 It is the goddess Prakriti who 
causes birth and death. When the time approaches for uni- 
^er sal Destruction, all existent objects and attributes are 
withdrawn by the Supreme Soul which then exists alone 31 
like the Sun withdrawing at evening all his rays ; and when 
the time comes for Creation He once more creates and spreads 
them out like the Sun shedding and spreading out his rays 
when morning comes. Even thus the Soul, for the sake of 
sport, repeatedly regards himself invested with all these con- 
ditions , 52 which are his own forms and attributes, infinite in 
number, and agreeable to himself. It is in this way that the 
Soul, though really transcending the three attributes, be- 
comes attached to the path of acts and creates by modifica- 
tion Prakriti invested with the attributes of birth and death 
n.nd identical with all acts and conditions which are charac- 
terised by the three attributes of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas. 
Arrived at the path of action, the Soul regards particular acts 
*to be endued with particular characteristics and productive 
of particular ends . 33 " 24 O monarch, the whole of this uni- 
verse has been blinded by Prakriti and all things have been 
diversely overwhelmed (through Prakriti) by the attributes 
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of Rajas and Tamas. 56 It is in consequence of the Soul 
being invested by Prakriti that these pairs of opposites, pro- 
ductive of happiness and woe, repeatedly come. It is in 
consequence of this Ignorance that Jiva regards these sorrows 
to be his and imagines them as pursuing him. 80 Indeed, 

0 monarch, through that Ignorance it is that Jiva imagines 
he should anyhow cross those sorrows, and that he should, 
going into the regions of the gods, enjoy the felicity that 
aW aits all his good acts. It is through Ignorance that he 
thinks he should enjoy and endure these delights and these 
woes here in this world. 87- * 28 Through Ignorance Jiva thinks, 
—I should secure my happiness. By continually doing good 
acts, I may have happiness in this life till its close and I shall 
be happy in all my future lives. 8 ® Through, again, the (evil) 
acts I do in this life unending sorrow may become mine. The 
status of humanity is fraught with great misery, for from 
It one sinks into hell. 40 From hell, it will take many long 
years before I can come back to the status of humanity. From 
humanity I shall attain to the status of the gods. From 
that superior status I shall have to come back again to 
humanity 41 and thence to sink into hell once more !— One 
who always regards this combination of the primal elements 
and the senses, with the Chit's reflection in it, to be thus 
Invested with the characteristics of the Soul, 42 has repeatedly 
to wander among gods and human beings and to sink into hell. 
Being always invested with the idea of meum, Jiva has to 
make a round of such births. 43 Millions upon millions of 
births have to be gone through by Jiva in the successive 
forms he assumes, all of which are liable to death. He who 
does acts in this way, which are all fraught with good and 
bad fruits, 44 has in the three worlds to assume successive 
forms and to enjoy and endure fruits corresponding there- 
with. It is Prakriti that causes acts fraught with good and 
tad acts and it is Prakriti that enjoys and endures the 
fruits thereof in the three worlds. Indeed, Prakriti follows 
the course of acts. The status of the intermediate beings, 
of humanity, and of the gods, as well, 48 — these three fields — 

. should be known as originating in Prakriti, Prakriti has 
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been said to be destitute of all attributes. Her existence re- 
affirmed only in consequence of her acts (beginning with 
Mahat ). 47 After the same manner, Purusha (or Soul), though 
without attributes himself, has his existence affirmed in con- 
sequence of the acts which the body does when- it receives 
his reflection. Although the Soul is not subject to modifica- 
tsons of any kind, and is the active principle that sets Pra- 
krit! in motion , 48 yet entering a body that is united with 
the senses of knowledge and action, ho regards all the acts 
of those senses as his own. The five senses of knowledge 
beginning with the ear , 49 and those of action beginning with 
speech, uniting with the attributes of Sattwa and Rajas and 
Tamas, become engaged in numerous objects. Jiva imagines 
that it is he who does the acts of his life and> that the 
senses of knowledge and action belong to him , 60 although in 
reality he has no senses. Indeed, though unequipt with 
body, he imagines that he has a body. Though destitute of 
attributes, he regards himself as endued therewith ; and 
though transcending Time, imagines himself to be under 
Time’s control . 61 Though destitute of understanding, he still 
regards himself as endued witl* it, and- though transcending 
the (four and twenty) topics, regards himself as one included 
among them. Though deathless, he still regards himself as 
liable to death, and though motionless regards himself to be 
endued with motion ,** Though not possessed of a material 
case, he still regards himself as possessed of one ; and though 
unborn, he still regards himself as invested with birth. 
Though transcending penances, he still regards as engaged 
in penances, and though he has no end (after which to strive), 
he still regards himself as liable to attain to ends (of diverse 
. kinds ). 53 Though not endued with motion and birth, he still 
regards himself as. endued with both, and though transcend- 
ing fear, still regards himself as liable to fear. Though 
Indestructible, he still regards himself Destructible. Invested 
With Ignorance, the Soul thus thinks of himself,-—’ ” M 



Section CCCV. 

‘ Vanish tha said, —It is thus, in consequence of his Igno- 
rance and his association with others that are invested with 
Ignorance, that Jiva has recourse to millions and millions of 
births every one of which has dissolution in the end * 1 In 
consequence of his transformation into Chit invested with 
Ignorance, Jiva betakes himself to millions of abodes, every 
one of which is liable to end in destruction, among inter- 
mediate beings and men and the deities . 2 In consequence of 
Ignorance, Jiva, like Chan dramas, has to wax and wane 
thousands and thousands of times. This is truly the nature of 
Jiva when invested with Ignorance. Know that Chandramas 
has in reality full sixteen portions. Only fifteen of these 
are subject to increase and decrease. The sixteenth (i. e. 9 
that portion which remains invisible and which appears on 
the night of the Newmoon) remains constant. After the 
manner of Chandramas, Jiva too has full sixteen portions, 
Only fifteen of these, (viz., Prakriti with Chit's reflection, 
the ten senses of knowledge and action, and the four inner 
faculties,) appear and disappear. The sixteenth (viz., Chit 
in its purity) is subject to no modification, >l Invested with 
Ignorance, Jiva repeatedly and continually takes birth in 
the fifteen portions named above. With the eternal and 
immutable portion of Jiva the primal essences become united 
and this union takes place repeatedly . 5 That sixteenth por- 
tion is subtile. It should be known as Soma (eternal and 
immutable). It is never upheld by the senses. On the other 
hand, the senses are upheld by it . 6 Since those sixteen por- 
tions are the cause of the birth of creatures, creatures can 
never, O monarch, take birth without their aid. They are 
called Prakriti. The destruction of Jiva’s liability to be 
united with Prakriti is called Emancipation, T The Mahat- 
Soul, which is the twenty-fifth, if it regards that body of 
sixteen portions called the Unmaoifest,* has to assume it 
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repeatedly. In consequence of not knowing That which is 
stainless and pure, and for its devotion to what is the result of 
a combination of both Pure and Impure, 6 " 9 the Soul, which is 
in reality pure, becomes, 0 king, Impure. Indeed, in conse- 
quence of its devotion to Ignorance, Jiva, though charac- 
terised by Knowledge, becomes repeatly associated with Ig- 
norance. 10 Though, 0 monarch, free from error of every kind* 
yet iu consequence of its devotion to the three attributes of 
Prakriti, it becomes endued with those attributes, — ’ ” u 


Section GOO VI. 

“ Manaku said,— 0 holy one, it has been said that the 
relation between male and female is like that which subsists 
between the Indestructible and the Destructible (or Purusha 
and Prakriti). 1 Without a male, a female can never con- 
ceive. Without a female, a male also can. # never create a 
form. 2 In consequence of their union with each other, and 
each depending upon the attributes of the other, forms (of 
living creatures) are seen to flow. This is the case with all 
orders of being. 8 Through each others union for purposes 
of (sexual) congress, and through each depending upon the 
attributes of the other, forms (of living creatures) flow in 
menstrual seasons, I shall tell to thee the indications 
thereof. 4 Hear what the attributes are that belong to the 
sire and what those are that belong to the mother. Bones* 
sinews, and marrow, 0 regenerate one, we know, are derived 
from the sire;’ Skin, flesh, and blood, we hear, are derived 
from the mother. Even this, 0 foremost of regenerate 
persons, is what may be read of in the Veda and other 
scriptures. 0 Whatever is read as declared in the Vedas and 
in other scriptures is regarded as authority. The authority* 
again, of the Vedas aud other scriptures (not inconsistent? 
with the Vedas), is eternal. 7 If Prakriti and Purusha be 
always united together in this way by each opposing and 
each depending on the other’s attributes/ I see, O holy one. 
Emancipation cannot exist. Thou, 0 holy one, art? 
4 of spiritual, vision so that thou seesfc 'all things aa 
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If they are present before thy eyes. If, therefore, there be 
any direct evidence of the existence of Emancipation, do 
thou speak of it to me. 0 We are desirous of attaining to 
Emancipation. Indeed, we wish to attain to That which is 
auspicious, bodiless, not subject to decrepitude, eternal, be- 
yond the ken of the senses, and having nothing superior 
to it !— 10 

“ ‘Vanish tha said,—' What thou sayest about the indica- 
tions of the Vedas and the other scriptures (in respect of this 
matter) is even so, Thou takest those indications in the 
way in which they should be taken. 15 - Thou bearest, 
however, in thy understanding, only the texts of the Vedas 
and the other scriptures. Thou art not, 0 monarch, truly 
conversant with the real meaning of those texts. 12 That 
person who bears in his understanding merely the texts 
of the Vedas and the other scriptures without being conver- 
sant with the true sense or meaning of those texts, bears 
them fruitlessly. 13 Indeed, one who holds the contents of 
a work in memory without comprehending their meaning, 
is said to bear an useless burthen. He, however, who is 
conversant with the true meaning of a treatise, is said to 
have studied that treatise to purpose. 14 Questioned regard- 
ing the meaning of a text, it behooveth one to communicate 
that meaning which he has comprehended by a careful 
study. 16 That person of dull intelligence who refuses to 
expound the meanings of texts in the midst of a conclave of 
the learned, that person of foolish understanding, never sue- 
ceeds in expounding the meaning correctly.* 16 An ignorant 
person, going to expound the true meaning of treatises, 
Incurs ridicule. Even those possessed of a knowledge of the 
Soul have to incur ridicule on such occasions (if what they 
go to explain has not been acquired by study). 17 Listen now 
to me, 0 monarch, as to how the subject of Emancipation 

: * The sense seems to be that the obligation to explain a treatise in 
the midst of a conclave always stimulates the best faculties, and if it 
M* conclave of the learned, the friction of intellects is sure to bring 
out -the correct sense.— T. * 
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has been explained (by preceptors to disciples from days of 
old) among faigh-souled persons conversant with the Sankhya 
and the Yoga systems of philosophy . 18 That which the Yo» 
gins behold is precisely that which the Sankhyas strive after 
to attain. He who sees the Sankhya and the Yoga systems 
to be one and the same is said to be endued with intelli- 
gence . 19 Skin, flesh, blood, fat, bile, marrow, and sinews, 
and these senses (of both knowledge and action), about which 
thou wert speaking unto me, exist .* 0 Objects flow from ob- 
jects ; the senses from the senses. From body one obtains a 
body, as a seed is obtained from seed . 21 When the Supreme 
•Being is without senses, without seed, without matter, with- 
out body, He must be divested of all attributes ; and in 
-consequence of His being so, how, indeed, can He have at- 
tributes of any kind ? 22 Space and other attributes arise 
•from the attributes of Sattwa and Rajas and Tamas, and 
^disappear ultimately in them. Thus the attributes arise 
Trom Prakriti and disappear in Prakriti , 23 Skin, flesh, blood, 
Tat, bile, marrow, bones, and sinews, — these eight, that 
•are made of Prakriti, know, O king, may sometimes be 
produced by the vital seed alone (of the male ). 24 The Jiva- 
soul and the universe are said to both partake of Prakriti 
-characterised by the three attributes of Swafcta. Rajas, and 
Tamas, The Supreme Soul is different from both the Jiva- 
soul and the universe . 26 As the seasons, though unendued 
with forms, are nevertheless inferred from the appearance of 
particular fruits and flowers, after the same manner, Pra- 
kriti, though formless, is inferred from the attributes of 
Mahat and the rest that spring from it. 2C In this way, from 
the existence of Chaitanya in the body, the Supreme Soul, 
•divested of all attributes whatever and perfectly stainless, 
is inferred . 37 Without beginning and destruction, without 
end, the overseer of all things, and auspicious, that Soul, only 
in consequence of its identifying itself with the body and 
ether attributes, comes to be taken as invested with attri- 
/ butes . 38 Those persons that are truly conversant with attri- 
butes know that only objects endued with attributes can 
k>vi attributes b.ufc that T i \t which fciwasoeals all afetrl- 
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who stand in. fear of birth, of the several conditions of 
living consciousness, and of death, succeed in knowing the 
■Unmanifest, they succeed in understanding the Supreme 
Soul at the same time . 84 An intelligent man regards the 
unity of the Jiva-soul with the Supreme Soul as consistent 
with the scriptures and as perfectly correct ; while the man 
destitute of intelligence looks upon the two as different from 
each other. This forms the distinction between the man 
of intelligence and the man that is destitute of it . 25 The 
indications of both Kshara and Akshara (Destructible and 
Indestructible) have now been said unto thee. Akshara is 
Onneness or Unity, while multiplicity or variety is said 
to be Kshara . 36 When one begins to study and understand 
properly the five and twenty topics of enquiry, one then 
comprehends that the Oneness of the Soul is consistent with 
the scriptures and its multiplicity is what is opposed to 
them . 37 These are the several indications of what is included 
in the tale of topics or principles created and what transcends 
that tale. The wise have said that the tale of topics numbers 
only five and twenty . 33 That which transcends the topics is 
beyond that number and forms the twentysixth. The study or 
dbinpreheiision of created things (numbered __five and twenty) 
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according to their aggregates (of five) is the study and 
comprehension of topics. Transcending these is That which 
is eternal. — ’ ” s9 

Section CGCYII. 

“ ‘Jan aka said, — Thou hast, 0 foremost of Rishis, said 
that Unity is the attribute of that which is Akshara (Indes- 
tructible) and variety or multiplicity is the attribute of what 
Is known as Kshara (Destructible). I have not, however, 
clearly understood the nature of these two. Doubts are still 
lurking in my mind. 1 Ignorant men look upon the Soul as 
endued' with the incident of multiplicity. They, however, 
that are possessed of knowledge and wisdom regard the Soul 
to be one and the same. I, however, have a very dull un- 
derstanding. I am, therefore, unable to comprehend how 
all this can happen. 3 The causes also that thou hast assigned 
for the unity and the multiplicity of Akshara and Kshara I 
have almost forgotten in consequence of the restlessness of 
my understanding. 3 I, therefore, desire to hear thee once 
more discourse to me on those same incidents of unity and 
multiplicity, on him who is knowing, on what is destitute of 
knowledge, on Jiva-soul, Knowledge, Ignorance, Akshara, 
Kshara, and on the Sankhya and the Yoga systems, in detail 
and separately and agreeably to the truth. — 4 ~ 5 

“ ‘Vacpshtha said, — I shall tell thee what thou askest ! 
listen, however, to me, 0 monarch, as X expound to thee 
the practices of Yoga separately. 0 Contemplation, which 
constitutes an obligatory practice with Yogins, is their high- 
est puissance.* Those conversant with Yoga say that that 
Contemplation is of two kinds, 7 One is the concentration of 
the mind, and the other is called Pr an ay am a (regulation of 
breath). Pranayama is said to be endued with substance ; 
while concentration of mind is unendued with it.f 8 Except- 

* For it enables them to conquer Ignorance.— T. 

. + When Pranayama is performed with the aid of mantras or yajoa? 
|t v is said to.be sag Una. or sagarhha or endued with substance. Coneei- 
% ration of mind, however, is made .without the aid of -such 1 




GANT! PARVA# 


€05 


lag the three times when a man passes, urine and stools and 
eats, one should devote the whole of his time to contempla- 
tion. 9 Withdrawing the senses from their objects by the aid 
of the mind, one possessed of intelligence, having made one- 
self pure, should, agreeably to the two and twenty modes of 
transmitting the Prana breath, unite the Jiva-soul with That 
which transcends the four and twentieth topic (called Igno- 
rance or Prakrit i.)* which is regarded by the wise as dwelling 
in every part of the body and as transcending decay and 
destruction. 10 " 11 It is by means of those two and twenty 
methods that the Soul may always be known, as heard by us. 
It is certain that this practice of Yoga is his whose mind is 
never affected by evil passions. It is not any other per- 
son's. 12 Dissociated from all attachments, abstemious in diet, 
and subduing all the senses, one should fix one's mind on the 
Soul, during the first and the last part of the night, 18 after 
having, 0 king of Mithila, suspended the functions of all the 
senses, quieted the mind by the understanding, and assumed 
a posture as motionless as that of a block of stone. 14 When 
men of knowledge, conversant with the rules of Yoga, be- 
come as fixed as a stake of wood, and as immovable as a 
mountain, then are they said to be in Yoga. 16 When one 
does not hear, and smell, and taste, and see ; when one is not 
conscious of any touch ; when one’s mind becomes perfectly 
free from every purpose ; 16 when one is not conscious of any 
thing, when one cherishes no thought, when one becomes like 
a piece of wood, then is one called by the wise to be in perfect 
Yoga. 17 At such a time one shines like a lamp that burns in 
a place where there is no wind ; at such a time one becomes 
freed even, from one’s subtile form, and perfectly united with 
Brahma. When one attains to such progress, one has no 
longer to ascend or to fail among intermediate beings. 18 When 
persons like ourselves say that there has been a complete 

* The two and twenty ‘sanchoclanas’ or ‘Preranas’ are the two and 
twenty modes of transmitting the Prana breath from the toe of the 
foot to the crown of the head. That which transcends Prakriti is the 
Supreme SouL — T, 


m 




’ Vi ft 

: Y-v " 





1IAHABHARATA. 


[Moksha dharmm 



identification of the Knower, the Known, and Knowledge r 
then is the Yogin said to behold the Supreme Soul.* 1 ® Whiter 
in Yoga, the Supreme Soul displays itself in the Yogin’s heart 
like a blazing fire, or like the bright Sun, or like the light- 
nings flame in the sky. 20 That Supreme Soul which is Unborn 
and which is the essence of nectar, that is seen by liigh-souled 
Brahmanas endued with intelligence and wisdom and con- 
versant with the Vedas, 21 is subtiler than what is subtile and 
greater than what is great. That Soul, though dwelling in 
all creatures, is not seen by them. 22 The Creator of the 
worlds, He is seen only by a person endued with wealth; 
of intellegence when aided by the lamp of the mind. He 
dwells on the other shore of thick Darkness and transcends 
him called Igwara.f 23 Persons conversant with the Vedas- 
and endued with omniscience call Him the dispeller of Dark- 
ness, stainless, transcending Darkness, without attributes and 
endued therewith. 24 

“ ‘This is what is called the Yoga of Yogins. What else- 
is the indication of Yoga? By such practices do Yogins suc- 
ceed in beholding the Supreme Soul that transcends destruc- 
tion and decay. 25 This much that I have told thee in 
detail concerns about the science of Yoga. > I shall now dis- 
course to thee of that Sankhya philosophy by which the 
Supreme Soul is seen through the gradual destruction of 
errors.* 26 The Sankhyas, whose system is built on Prakriti,. 
say that Prakriti, which is Unmanifest, is the foremost. From 
Prakrifci, they say, 0 monarch, the second principle called 
Mahafc, is produced. 27 It is heard by us that from Mahat 
flows the third principle called Consciousness. The Sankhyas; 
blessed with sight of the Soul say that from Consciousness 
flow the five subtile essences of sound, form, touch, taste, and 


* The reading I adopt is c na-kathyate. J — T. 

+ ‘Atmanah’ is ‘Igwarat parah.* — T. 

t ‘Parisankhyanadar^anam 5 is explained by the Commentator thue ; 
isankhyanam* is ‘parivarjanam,* i. e., the gradual ‘pravilapam* of 
darganam ©r ilkshatkaram^ — T« ' ^ ‘ 
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scent/ 8 All these eight they call by the name of Prakriti, 
The modifications of these eight are sixteen in number. They 
are the five gross essences of space, light, earth, water, and 
wind, and the ten senses of action and of knowledge in- 
-eluding the mind. 29 Men of wisdom devoted to the Sankhya 
path and conversant with all its ordinances and dispensations 
regard these four and twenty topics as embracing the whole 
-range of Sankhya enquiry/ 0 That which is produced be- 
comes merged in the producing cause. Created by the 
Supreme Soul one after another, these principles are des- 
troyed in a reverse order. 31 At every new Creation, the 
Gunahs start into existence in the lateral order (as stated 
above), and (when Destruction comes) they merge (each 
into its progenitor) in a reverse order, like the waves of 
the ocean disappearing in the ocean that gives them birth.'* 

O best of kings, this is the manner in which the Creation 
and the Destruction of Prakriti takes place. The Supreme 
Being is all that remains when Universal Destruction takes 
place ; and it is tie that assumes multifarious forms when 
Creation starts into life. 33 This is even so, 0 king, as as- 
certained by men of knowledge. It is Prakriti that causes 
the Over-presiding Purusha to thus assume diversity and 
revert back to unity. Prakriti also herself has the same 
indications/ 4 One fully conversant with the nature of the 
topics of enquiry knows that Prakriti also assumes the 
same kind of diversity and unity, for when Destruction 
comes she reverts into unity and when Creation flows she 
assumes diversity of form/ 5 The Soul makes Prakriti, which 
contains the principles of production or growth, to assume 
manifold forms. Prakriti is called Kshetra (or soil). Trans- 
cending the four and twenty topics or principles is the Soul 
which is Great. It presides over that Prakriti or Kshetra/ 6 
Hence, 0 great king, the foremost of Tatis say that the 
Soul is the Presider. Indeed, it has been heard by us that 
in consequence of the Soul’s presiding over all Kshetras, He 
is called the Presider/ 7 And because He knows that Un- 
manifest Kshetra, He is, therefore, also called Kshetrajna 
(Knower of Kshetra). And because also the Soul enters 
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Into Unmanifest Kshetra (viz., the body), therefore is He 
called Purusha. 33 Kshetra is something quite different from 
Kshetrajna. Kshetra is Unmanifest. The Soul, which 
transcends the four and twenty principles, is called the 
Knower.** Knowledge and the object known are different 
from each other. Knowledge, again, has been said to be 
Unmanifest, while the object of knowledge is the Soul which 
transcends the four and twenty principles. 40 The Unmani- 
fest is called Kshetra, Sattwa (understanding), and also 
I $ war a (the supreme Lord); while Purusha, which is the 
twenty fifth principle has nothing superior to it and is not a 
principle (for it transcends all principles and is only called 
a principle conventionally). 41 This much, 0 king, is an 
account of the Sankhya philosophy. The Sankhyas call 
Prakriti the cause of the universe, and merging all the 
grosser principles into the Chit behold the Supreme Soul. 42 
Rightly studying the four and twenty topics along with 
Prakriti, and ascertaining their true nature, the Sankhyas 
succeed in beholding That which transcends the four and 
twenty topics or principles.* 43 Jiva in reality is that very 
Soul which transcends Prakriti and is beyond the four and 
twenty topics. When he succeeds in knowing that Supreme 
Soul by dissociating himself from Prakriti, he then becomes 
identifiable with the Supreme Soul. 44 I have now told thee 
everything about the Sankhya System truly. Those who are 
conversant with this philosophy ^succeed in attaining to 
tranquillity. 45 Indeed, as men whose understandings are sub- 
ject to error have direct cognisance of all objects of the senses, 
men freed from error have direct cognisance of Brahma 46 
They that succeed in attaining to that state have never to 
come back to this World after the dissolution of their bodies ; 
while as regards those that are said to be emancipate in this 
life, puissance, and that indescribable felicity which attaches 
itself to Samadhi, and immutability, become theirs, in con- 
consequence of their having attained to the nature of the 

, , ; * The Commentator explains that ‘nistattwah* means ‘mrgaiara 
m apuoksham y&smU.'—' T. 
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Indestructible.** 7 They who behold this universe as many 
(instead of seeing it as one and uniform) are said to see 
incorrectly. These men are blind to Brahma. 0 chastiser of 
foes, such persons have repeatedly to come back into the 
world and assume bodies (in diverse orders of Being). 48 They 
who are conversant with all that has been said above be- 
come possessed of omniscience, and accordingly when they 
pass from this body no longer become subject to the control 
of any more physical frames, 49 All things, (or the entire 
universe), have been said to be the result of the Un- 
manifest. The Soul, which is the twentyfifth, transcends all 
things. They who know the Soul have no fear of returning 
to the world. — 5 5,50 


Section CCCVTIL 

“ ‘Vagishtha said, — I have thus far discoursed to thee on 
the Sankhya philosophy. Listen now to me as I tell thee 
what is Vidya (Knowledge) and what is Avidya (Ignorance)* 
one after the other. 1 The learned say that that Prakriti, 
which is fraught with the attributes of Creation and Des- % 
truetion, is called Avidya ; while Purusha, who is freed 
from the attributes of Creation and Destruction and who 
transcends the four and twenty topics or principles, is called 
Vidya. 2 Listen to me first as I tell thee what is Vidya 
among successive sets of other things, as expounded in the 
Sankhya philosophy. 8 Among the senses of knowledge and 
those of action, the senses of knowledge are said to constitute 
what is known as Vidya. Of the senses of knowledge and 
their objects, the former constitute Vidya as has been heard 
by us. 4 Of objects of the senses and the mind, the wise have 
said that the mind constitutes Vidya. Of mind and the five 
subtile essences, the five subtile essences constitute Vidya. 

‘Param , 3 ‘Aparam , 3 and c Avyayam 5 are theirs in consequence of 
‘Akshara-Bhavatwa , 3 C A param' means £ satyakamatwa, saty&samkalpa- 
twa, &e ., 3 i. e puissance. ‘Param’ is the indescribable felicity of 
Samadhi. The Gratis declare that a knower of Brahma becomes 
Brahma, — T. 
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Of the five subtile essences and Consciousness, Consciousness 
constitutes Yidya. Of Consciousness and Mahat, Mahat, 0 
king, is Yidja. 6 Of all the topics or principles beginning 
with Mahat, and Prakriti, it is Prakriti, which is unmanifest 
and supreme, that is called Yidya. Of Prakriti, and that 
called Vidhi which is Supreme, the latter should be known as 
Vidya. 7 Transcending Prakriti is the twenty fifth (called Puru- 
sha) who should be known as Yidya. Of all Knowledge, that 
which is the Object of Knowledge has been said to be the 
Unmanifest, 0 king.* 8 Again, Knowledge has been said to 
be Unmanifest, and the Object of knowledge to be that which 
transcends the four and twenty. Once more, Knowledge has 
been said to be Unmanifest, and the Knower is that which 
transcends the four and twenty. I have now told thee what 
is truly the import of Yidya and Avidya. 9 Listen now to me 
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does not know anything else than water to be its element, 
I also have never known anything else them children and 
spouses to be any own ! 22 Fie on me that, through ignorance, 

am repeatedly migrating from body to body in forgetfulness’ 
(of the Supreme Soul)!*' The Supreme Soul alone is my 
friend. I have capacity for friendship with Him. Whatever 
be my nature and whoever I may be, I am competent to be 
like Him and to attain to an identity with Him . 27 I see my 
similarity with Him. I am, indeed, like Him. He is stain- 
less. It is evident that I am of the same nature . 28 Through 
Ignorance and stupefaction, I have become associated with 
Inanimate Prakriti. Though really without attachments, I 
have passed this long time in a state of attachment with 
Prakriti . 28 Alas, by her was I so long subdued without 
hawing been able to know it. Various are the forms,— -high, 
middling, and low,— that Prakriti assumes. Oh, how shall 
I dwell in those forms ?* 20 How shall I live conjointly with 
her . In consequence only of my ignorance I repair to her 
companionship. I shall now be fixed (in Sankhya or Yoga ). 21 
I shall no longer keep her companionship. For having pass- 
ed so long a time with her, I should think that I was so 
long deceived by her, for myself being really exempt from 
modification, how could I keep company with one that is 
subject to modification ? 22 She cannot be held to be res- 
ponsible for this. The responsibility is mine, since turning 
away from the Supreme Soul I become of my own accord 
attached to her . 23 In consequence of that attachment, my- 
self, though formless in reality, had to abide in multifarious 
lonns Indeed, though formless by nature I become endued 
wit 1 forms m consequence of my sense of meum, and there- 
by insulted and distressed . 24 I„ consequence of mv sense of 
meum concerning the results of Prakriti, I am forced to take 
birth m diverse orders of Being. Alas, though really des- 
i ute of any sense of meum, yet in consequence of affecting 
it, what diverse acts of an evil nature have been committed 


■L-.'h, such as gods ; middling, such as human beings ; and low, 
such as animals.— T. 
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by me In those orders in which I took birth while I remain- 
ed in them with a soul that had lost all knowledge ! I have 
no longer anything to do with him who, with essence made 
up of consciousness, divides herself into many fragments and 
•who seeks to unite me with them. It is only now that I 
have been awakened and have understood that I am by 
nature without any sense of meum and without that con- 
sciousness which creates the forms of Prakriti that invest me 
all around/ 5 " 37 Casting off that sense of meum which I 
always have with respect to her and whose essence is made 
up of consciousness, and casting off Prakriti herself, I shall 
take refuge in Him who is auspicious. 38 I shall be united 
with Him, and not with Prakriti which is inanimate. If 
I unite with Him, it will be productive of my benefit. I 
have no similarity of nature with Prakriti I s0 — The twenty- 
fifth, (vie., Jiva), when he thus succeeds in understanding 
the Supreme, becomes able to cast off the Destructible and 
attain to identity with that which is Indestructible and 
which is the essence of all that is auspicious. 40 Destitute of 
attributes in his true nature and in reality Unmanifest, Jiva 
becomes invested with what is Manifest and assumes attri- 
butes. 'When he succeeds in beholding that which is with- 
out attributes and which is the origin of the Unmanifest, he 
attains, 0 ruler of Mithila, to identity with she same. 41 

“ T have now told thee what the indications are of what 
is Indestructible and what is Destructible, according to the 
best of my knowledge and according to what has been ex- 
pounded in the scriptures. 42 I shall now tell thee, according 
to what I have heard, as to how Knowledge that is subtile, 
stainless, and certain, arises. Do thou listen to me. 43 I 
have already discoursed to thee what the Sankhya and the 
Yoga systems are according to their respective indications 
as expounded in their respective scriptures. Verily, the 
science that has been expounded in Sankhya treatises is 
identical with what has been laid down in the Yoga scrip- 
tures . 44 The knowledge, 0 monarch, which the Sankhyas 
preach, is capable of awakening every one. In the Sankhya 
scriptures, that Knowledge has been inculcated very clearly 
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for the benefit of disciples . 45 The learned say that this 
Sankhya system is very extensive. Yogius have great re- 
gard for that system as also for the Vedas. 4 ' In the San- 
khya system no topic or principle transcending the twenty- 
fifth is admitted. That which the Sankhyas regard as their 
highest topic or principle has been duly described (by me ). 47 
In the Yoga philosophy, it is said that Brahma, which is- 
the essence of knowledge without duality, becomes Jiva only 
when invested with Ignorance. In the Yoga scriptures, 
therefore, both Brahma and Jiva are spoken of. — ’ ” 4S 


Section CCCIX. 


“ 'Va<jishfcha said,— Listen now to ine as I discourse to 
thee on Buddha (Supreme Soul) and Abuddha (Jiva) which 
is the dispensation of the attributes (of Sattwa, Rajas, and 
Tamas). Assuming many forms (under the influence of 
illusion) the Supreme Soul, becoming Jiva, regards all those 
forms as real .* 1 In consequence of (his regarding himself 
identical with) such transformations, Jiva fails to under- 
stand the Supreme Soul, for he bears the attributes (of 
Sattwa and Rajas and Tamas) and creates .and withdraws 
into himself what he creates . 2 Ceaselessly for his sport, 
O monarch, does Jiva undergo modifications, and because- 
he is capable of understanding the action of the TJnmani- 
fest, therefore is he called Budhyamana (the Comprehend- 
er).f 3 The Unmanifest or Prakriti can at no time compre- 
hend Brahma which is really without attributes even when 
it manifests itself with attributes. Hence is Prakriti called 


* ‘Buddha’ is ‘Bodha’ or pure Knowledge. ‘Abuddha’ is the reverse 
of ‘Buddha.’ The Supreme Soul is Knowledge, while Jiva is Igno- 
rance. — T. A; ; ■ VJA X j ; )f ;; V 

+ In consequence of Jiva’s union with or attachment to Prakriti, 
Jiva takes this object for a vessel, that for a mountain, and that other 
for a third- When knowledge comes, Jiva succeeds in understand- ' 
, Ing that all his impressions are erroneous and that the external world 
is only a modification of Self. In consequence of Jiva’s capacity to- 





* ‘Drigya * and ‘Adri^va* are the Seen and the Unseen, that is the 
gross and the subtile, or effects and causes. ‘Swabhavena aimgatftm* 
iw ‘inhering (unto all of them) in its own nat lire,’ that is, Brahma 
pervades all things and unites with them without itself being changed 
•is regards it* own nature. *V tidliv ate 5 has huanishibhih 5 understood 
•titer it. — T. . 
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Unintelligent 4 There is a declaration of the Gratis to the 
effect that if ever Prakriti does succeed in knowing the 
twenty fifth (i. 6., Jiva), Prakriti then (instead of being 
something differentiated from Jiva) becomes identified with 
Jiva who is united with her. (As regards, however, the 
Supreme Soul, which is ever disunited and dissociated, and 
which transcends the twentyfifth, Prakriti can never com- 
prehend it). In consequence of this (viz., his attachment 
to or union with Prakriti), Jiva or Purusha, who is not 
manifest and which in his real nature is not subject to 
modifications, comes to be called as the Una wakened or Ig- 
norant.* 5 Indeed, because the twentyfifth can comprehend 
the Unmanifest, he is, therefore, called Budhyamana (or Com- 
prehender). He cannot, however readily comprehend 5 the 
twentysixth, which is stainless, which is Knowledge with- 
out duality, which is immeasurable, and which is eternal. 
The twentysixth, however, can know both Jiva and Prakriti, 
numbering the twentyfifth and the twentyfourfch respective- 
ly. 7 0 thou of great effulgence, only men of wisdom suc- 
ceed in knowing that Brahma which is Unmanifest, which 
inheres in its real nature to all that is seen and unseen, and 
which, 0 son, is the one independent essence in the uni- 
verse,* 8 When Jiva considers himself different from what he 
truly is, ( i . e., when he regards himself as fat or lean, fair 
or dark, a Brahmana or a Cudra), it is only then that he 
fails to know the Supreme Soul and himself and Prakriti 
with which he is united. 0 When Jiva succeeds in under- 
standing Prakriti (and knowing that she is something different 
from him) then he is said to be restored to his true nature 
and then does he attain to that high understanding which 
is pure and stainless (and which is concerned with Brahma), 10 
When Jiva succeeds, 0 tiger among kings, in attaining to 
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that excellent understanding, he then attains to that Pure 
Knowledge (without duality) which is called the twenty- 
sixth (or Brahma). He then casts off the TTn manifest or 
Prakriti which is fraught with the attributes of Creation 
and Destruction. 11 When Jiva succeeds in knowing Prakriti 
which is unintelligent and subject to the action of the three 
attributes of Sattwa, and Rajas and Tamas, he then be- 
comes destitute of attributes himself. In consequence of 
his thus understanding the Unpianifest (to be something 
different from him), he succeeds in acquiring the nature of the 
Supreme Soul. 1 * The learned say that when he is freed from 
the attributes (of Sattwa and Rajas and Tamas) and united 
in nature with the Supreme Soul, then does Jiva become 
identified with that Soul. The Supreme Soul is called 
Tattwa as well as Not-Tattwa, and transcends decay and 
destruction.* 13 0 giver of honors, the Soul, though it has 
the manifest principles (viz., the body) for its resting place, 
yet it cannot be said to have acquired the nature of those 
principles. The wise say that (including the Jiva-soul) 
there are five and twenty principles in all. 14 Indeed, 0 son, 
the Soul is not to be regarded as possessed of any of the 
principles (Mahat and the rest). Endued with Intelligence, 
it transcends the principles. It casts off quickly even that 
principle which is the indication of the Knowing (or awak- 
ened) one.f 16 When Jiva comes to regard himself as the 
twentysixth which is divested of decay and destruction, it is 
then that, without doubt, he succeeds by his own force in 
attaining to similarity with the twentysixth. 10 Though 
awakened by the twentysixth which is Pure Intelligence, 
Jiva still becomes subject to Ignorance. This is the cause of 
Jiva s multitariousness (in respect of forms) as explained in 
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the Gratis and the Sankhya scriptures, 17 When Jiva, who 
is endued with Che tan a (and Unintelligent Prakriti), loses 
all Consciousness of a distinct or individual Self, then does 
he, losing his multifariousness resume his Oneness. 18 0 ruler 
of Mitliila, when Jiva, who is found to be in union with 
happiness and misery and who is seldom free from the 
consciousness of Self, succeeds in attaining to a similarity 
with the Supreme Soul which is beyond the reach of the 
understanding, then does he become freed from virtue and 
vice. u ‘ Indeed, when Jiva, attaining to the twentysixth 
which is Unborn and Puissant and which is dissociated from 
all attachments, succeeds in comprehending it thoroughly, 
he himselt becomes possessed of puissance and entirely 
casts off the Unmanifest or Prakriti.* 0 In consequence of 
understanding the twentysixth, the four and twenty prin- 
ciples seem to Jiva to be unsubstantial or of no value. I 
have thus told thee, 0 sinless one, according to the indica- 
tions of the Crutis, the nature of the Unintelligent (or 
Prakriti), and of Jiva, as also of that which is Pure Know- 
ledge {viz., the Supreme Soul), agreeably to the truth. 
Guided by the scriptures, variety and oneness are thus to be 
understood. 2 *"* 22 The difference between the gnat and the 
Udumvara, or that between the fish and water, illustrates! 
the difference between the Jiva-soui and the Supreme 
Soul.* 2 * The Multiplicity and Oneness of these two are to 
be understood in this way. This is called Emancipation, 
viz., this comprehension or knowledge of oneself as some- 
thing distinct from Unintelligent or Unmanifest Prakriti. 24 
The twentyfifth, which resides in the bodies of living crea- 
tures, should be emancipated by making him know the Un- 
manifest or the Supreme Soul which transcends the under- 


* These examples are often used to explain the difference between 
the Jiva-soul and the Supreme Soul. The Udumvara is the fruit of the 
Ficm glomerata . When ripe and broken, the hollow centre is seen to 
contain many full-grown gnats. The gnat lives in the fruit but is not 
the fruit, just as the fish though living in the water is not the water 
that k its home. Jiva, after the same way, though living in the 
Supreme Soul, is not the Supreme Soul. — T. 
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standing. 26 Indeed, that twentyfifth is capable of attaining 
to Emancipation in this way only and not through any other 
means, it is certain. Though really different from the 
Kshetra in which he resides for the time being, he partakes 
of the nature of that Kshetra in consequence of his union 
with it.* 20 Uniting with what is Pure, he becomes Pure. 
Uniting with the Intelligent, he becomes Intelligent. By 
uniting, 0 foremost of men, with one that is Emancipate, he 
becomes Emancipated. 27 By uniting with one that has been 
freed from attachments of every kind, he becomes freed from 
all attachments. By uniting with one striving after Eman- 
cipation, he himself, partaking of the nature of his companion,, 
strives after Emancipation. 28 By uniting with one of pure 
‘deeds, he becomes pure and of pure deeds and endued with 
blazing effulgence. By uniting with one of unstained soul, 
he becomes of unstained soul himself. 22 By uniting with 
the One independent Soul, he becomes One and Independ- 
ent. Uniting with One that is dependent on One’s Own 
Self, he becomes of the same nature and attains to Inde- 
pendence. — sft 

“ O monarch, I have duly told thee all this that is per- 
fectly true. Candidly have I discoursed to thee on this sub- 
ject, viz., the Eternal and Stainless and Primeval Brahma. 31 
Thou mayst impart this, high knowledge, capable of awaken- 
ing the soul, unto that person, 0 king, who though not con- 
versant with the Vedas is, nevertheless, humble and has a keen 
desire for acquiring the knowledge of Brahma. 32 It should 
never be imparted unto one that is wedded to falsehood, or 
one that is cunning or roguish, or one that is without any 
strength of mind, or one that is of crooked understanding, 
or one that is jealous of men of knowledge, or one that gives 
pain to others. Listen to me as I say who they are unto 
■whom this knowledge may safely be communicated. 38 It 
should be given to one that is endued with faith, or one that 

* Parah is *Anyah ! or ‘Ghidatman.’ ‘Paradkarma’ means ‘partakin* 7 

V the Bature °f Kshetra in which hr resides. ‘Sametya’ is ‘ksketre- 
:»» iva ekibhuya,’ — T. . ... . V 
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is possessed of merit, or one that always abstains from speaks 
ing ill of others, or one that is devoted to penances from the 
purest of motives, or one that is endued with knowledge and 
wisdom, or one that is observant of the sacrifices and other 
rites laid down in the Vedas, or one that is possessed of a 
forgiving disposition, or one that is inclined to take com- 
passion on and do good to all creatures ; H or one that is 
fond of dwelling in privacy and solitude, or one that is* 
fond of dischargingjall acts laid down in the scriptures, or 
one that is averse to quarrels and disputes, or one that is 
possessed of great learning, or one endued with wisdom, or 
one possessed of forgiveness and self-restraint and tranquillity 
of soul 35 This high knowledge of Brahma should never be 
communicated to one that is not possessed of such quali- 
fications. It has been said that by imparting this knowledge 
to one that cannot be regarded as a fit receptacle for holding 
it, no advantage or good fruit can arise. 3 ® Unto one that is 
not observant of any vows and restraints, this high know- 
ledge should never be communicated even if he gives in ex.- 
ehange the whole Earth full of gems and wealth of every 
kind. Without doubt, however, 0 king, this knowledge 
should be given to one that has conquered one’s senses. 87 
0 Karala, let no fear be thine any longer, since thou hast 
heard all this regarding high Brahma from me today 1 I 
have discoursed to thee duly about high and holy Brahma 
that is without beginning and middle (and end) and that 
is capable of dispelling all kinds of grief. 33 Beholding 
Brahma whose sight is capable of dispelling both birth and 
death, 0 king, which is full of auspiciousness, which removes 
all fear, and which is productive of the highest benefit, and 
having acquired this essence of all knowledge, east off all 
.error and stupefaction today l 39 I had acquired this know- 
ledge from the eternal Hiranyagarbha himself, 0 king, who- 
communicated it to me for my having carefully gratified that 
great Being of very superior Soul, Asked by thee today, I 
have, 0 monarch, communicated the knowledge of eternal 
Brahma to thee just as I had myself acquired it from my 
teacher. Indeed, this high knowledge that is the refuge of 
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all persons conversant with Emancipation has been imparted 

•to thee exactly as T had it from Brahman himself ! ,(H1 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘I have thus told thee of high 
Brahma, agreeably to what the great Rishi ( Vanish tha) had 
said (unto king Karala of Jan aka’s race), by attaining to 
which the Twenty fifth (or Jiva) has never to return. 42 Jiva, 
in consequence of his not knowing truly the Supreme Soul 
which is not subject to decay and death, is obliged to fre- 
quently come back into the world. When, however, Jiva 
succeeds in acquiring that high knowledge, he has no longer 
to come back. 43 Having heard it, 0 king, from the celestial 
Rishi, I have, O son, communicated to thee that high know- 
ledge productive of the highest good. 44 This knowledge was 
obtained from Hiranyagarbha by the high-souled Rishi Va- 
qishtha. From that foremost of Rishis, viz., Ya^shtha, it 
was acquired by Narada. 46 From Narada I have acquired 
that knowledge which is truly identifiable with the eternal 
Brahma. Having heard this discourse of high import, fraught 
with excellent words, do not, O foremost .of the Kurus, yield 
any longer to grief. 46 That man who knows Kshara and 
Akshara becomes freed from fear. He, indeed, 0 king, is 
obliged to cherish fear who is destitute of this knowledge. 47 
In consequence of Ignorance (of Brahma), the man of foolish 
soul hath repeatedly to come back into this world, Indeed, 
departing from this life, he has to be born in thousands and 
thousands of orders of Being, every one of which hath death 
In the end. 48 Now in the world of the deities, now among 
men, and now among intermediate orders of Being, he has 
to appear again and again. If in course of time he succeeds 
in crossing that Ocean of Ignorance in which he is sunk, he 
•then succeeds in avoiding rebirth altogether and attaining to 
identity with the Supreme Soul. 49 The Ocean of Ignorance 
Is terrible. It is bottomless and called the TJnmanifest. Q 
Bharata, day after day, creatures are seen to fall and sink in 
that Ocean. 51 Since thou, 0 king, hast been freed from that 
eternal and limitless Ocean of Ignorance, thou hast, there- 
#re, become freed from Rajas and also Tamas. 5 " ,1 
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“Bhishma said, — ‘Once on a time a king of Jan aka's race, 
while ranging the uninhabited forests in pursuit of deer, 
saw a superior Brahman a or Rishi of Bhrigu’s race. 1 Bow- 
ing with his head unto the Rishi who was seated at his ease, 
king Vasuman took his seat near him and obtaining his 
permission put to him this question : s - — 0 holy one, what is 
productive of the highest benefit, both here and hereafter, 
to man who is endued with an unstable body and who is the 
slave of his desires V Properly honored by the king, and 
thus questioned, that high-souled Rishi possessed of ascetic 
merit then said these words unto him that were highly bene- 
ficial. 4 

“ ‘The Rishi said, — If thou desirest both here and here- 
after what is agreeable to thy mind, do thou then, with 
restrained senses, abstain from doing what is disagreeable to 
all creatures. 5 Righteousness is beneficial unto them that are 
good. Righteousness is the refuge of those that are good. 
From Righteousness have flowed the three worlds with their 
mobile and immobile creatures. 6 O thou that art eagerly 
desirous of enjoying all agreeable objects, how is it that 
thou art not yet satiated with objects of desire ? Thou seest 
the honey, 0 thou of little understanding, but art blind to 
the fall.* 7 As one desirous of earning the fruits of know- 
ledge should set oneself to the acquisition of knowledge, 
even so one desirous of earning the fruits of Righteousness 
should set oneself to the acquisition of Righteousness. 8 If 
a wicked man, from desire of virtue, strives to accomplish 
an act that is pure and stainless, the fulfilment of his desire 
becomes impossible. If, on the other hand, a good man, 
Impelled by the desire of earning virtue, strives to accom- 
plish an act that is even difficult, its accomplishment be- 


* This ’s a simile very often used for ■■illustrating the clanger of 
pursuing objects of the senses. Collectors of honey used to rove over 
mountains, guided by the sight of flying bees. These men frequently 
,*ueb with death from falls from precipices.— -Tj 


' |i!g / 


§22 


M4SABHAKATA, 


[ Molcahadk amm 


domes easy for him, 9 If, while residing in the woods, one 
acts in such a way as to enjoy all the pleasures of a residence 
amidst men in towns, one comes to be looked upon not as a 
forest recluse but as a denizen of towns. Similarly, if one, 
while residing in towns, acts in such a way as to enjoy the 
felicity that attaches to the life of a forest recluse, one 
eomes to be looked upon not as a denizen of towns but as a 
forest recluse . 10 Ascertaining the merits of the religion of 
Acts and that of Abstention from acts, do thou, with con- 
centrated senses, be devoted to the practices of righteous- 
mess that appertain to thought, word, and deed . 11 Judging 
of the propriety of time and place, purified by the obser- 
vance of vows and other cleansing rites, and solicited (by 
them), do thou, without malice, make large gifts unto them 
that are good .* 12 Acquiring wealth by righteous means, one 
: should give it away unto those that are deserving. One should 
m gifts, casting off anger; and having made gifts one 
|laould never give way to. sorrow nor proclaim those gifts 
lf#b one's own mouth . 13 The Brahmana who is full of com- 
;; passion, who is pure, who has his senses under control, who- 
|P truthful in speech, who is observant of candour, and 
I ;whose birth is pure, has been regarded as a person deserving 
: ; ff . gifts. 14 A person is said to be pure in birth when he is 
"feorn of a mother that has only one husband and that belongs 
In the same order to which her husband belongs. Indeed, 
such a Brahmana, conversant with the three Yedas, viz.,. 
Rich, Yajush, and Saman, possessed of learning, duly ob- 
servant of the six duties (of sacrificing on his G wn account, 
officiating at the sacrifices of others, learning, teaching,, 
making gifts, and receiving gifts), has been regarded as 
^Observing of gifts . 15 Righteousness becomes unrighteousness, 
unrighteousness becomes righteousness, according to the 
gl^racter of the doer, of time, ■ and of place.f 16 Sin is 




^ The Burdwan translator renders this Verse incorrectly*— T. 

This has been repeatedly laid down in the Hindu scriptures, 
^produce no merit unless made to deserving persons. If made.. t$ 
deserving, instead of ceasing. to produce any merit, they becom# 
filf sinful, The c<midjera$ions of time and place . also, are- 
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cast off like the filth on ones body ,—a little with a little 
exertion and a greater quantity when the exertion is 
greater. 17 A person, after purging his bowels, should take ghee-, 
which operates most beneficially on his system (as a healthy 
tonic). After the same manner, when one has cleansed one-* 
seif of all faults and sets oneself to the acquisition of right-* 
eousness, that righteousness, in the next world, proves to 
be productive of the highest happiness. 18 Good and evil 
thoughts exist in the minds of all creatures. Withdrawing 
the mind from evil thoughts, it should always be directed 
towards good thoughts. 19 One should always reverence the 
practices of one's own order. Do thou strive, therefore, to 
act in such a way that thou mayst have faith in the practices 
of thy own order, 20 0 thou that art endued with an im- 
patient soul, betake thyself to the practice of patience. O 
thou that art of a foolish understanding, seek thou to be 
possessed of intelligence ! Destitute of tranquillity, seek 
thou to be tranquil, and bereft of wisdom as thou art, do 
thou seek to act wisely P He who moves in the companion- 
ship of the righteous succeeds, by his own energy, in acquiring 
the means of accomplishing what is beneficial for him both 
in this and the next world. Verily, the root of that benefit 
(which thus becomes his here and hereafter) is unwavering 
firmness. 22 The royal sage Mahabhisha, through want of 
this firmness, fell from heaven. Yayafci, also, though his 
merits had become exhausted (in consequence of his boast- 
fulness and though he was hurled down from heaven) suc- 
ceeded in regaining regions of felicity through his firmness. 28 
Thou art sure to attain to. great intelligence, as also to what 
is for thy highest good, by paying court to virtuous and 
learned persons possessed of ascetic merit. — P 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Hearing these words of the sage, 
king Vasuman, possessed of a good disposition, withdrawing 

attended to* By failing to attend to them, sin is incurred where 
merit is expected. Truth becomes as sinful as a lie, under particular 
circumstances ; and a falsehood becomes as meritorious as truth under 
circumstances. The Hindu scriptures make cireumstanees the test of 
-a&ts.—T. • «.-■ t ^ J k' : : ; :4: ■ i ■ ■ r ■; ■ '7 : 
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his mind from the pursuits of desire, set it upon the acquisi- 
tion of Righteousness.’ ” 25 


“Yudhishthira said ; — ‘It behooveth thee, 0 grandsire, to 
discourse to me on that which is freed from duty and its 
reverse, which is freed from every doubt, which transcends 
birth and death, as also virtue and sin, which is auspicious- 
ai fearlessness, which is Eternal and In- 
and Immutable, which is always Pure, and 
free from the toil of exertion.’ 

— ‘I shall in this connection recite to the a 
0 Bharata, of the discourse between Ya* 
a time the famous king 
ersant with the import 
addressed this question to Yajnavalkya, 


ness, which is etern 
destructible, 
which is ever 

“Bhishma said, 
the old narrative, 
jnavalkya and Janaka. 3 Once on 
Daivarati of Jan aka’s race, .fully conv 
of all questions, 
that foremost of Rishis. 4 

“ ‘Jan aka said, — 0 regenerate Rishi, how many kinds of 
senses are there ? How many kinds also are there of Pi a- 
kriti? What is the Unmanifest and highest Brahma ? What 
is higher than Brahma ? 6 What is Birth and what Death ? 
What are the limits of Age ? It behooveth thee, 0 fore- 
most of Brahmanas, to discourse on all these topics unto me 
that am solicitous of obtaining thy grace ! b I am ignorant 
while thou art an Ocean ot knowledge. Hence, I ask thee ! 
Verily, I desire to hear thee discourse on all these subject !— * 
‘“Yajnavalkya said,— Hear, 0 monarch, what I say in 
answer to these questions of thine. I shall impart to thee 
the high knowledge which Yogins value, and especially that 
which°is possessed by the Sankhyas* Nothing is unknown 
to thee. Still thou askest me. One, however, that is ques- 
tioned, should answer. This is the eternal practice. 9 Eight 
principles have been called by the name of Prakriti, while 
sixteen have been called modifications. Of Manifest, there 
are seven. These are the views of those persons who are 
conversant with the science of Adhyatma. 1 ' The Unmani 
, , feat (or original Prakriti), Mahat, Consciousness, and the five 
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subtile elements of En'tii, Wind, Space, Water, and Light, 11 | 

—these eight are known by the name of Prakriti. Listen | 

now to the enumeration of those called modifications. They 
are the ear, the skin, the eye, the tongue, and the nose; 12 
and sound, touch, form, taste, and scent, as also speech, 
the two arms, the two feet, the lower duct (within the body), 
and the organs of pleasure.* 13 Amongst these, the ten. 
beginning with sound, and having their origin in the five 
great principles, f are called Vi^esha, The five senses of 
knowledge are called Savi^esha, 0 ruler of Mithila. 14 Per- 
sons conversant with the science of Adhyatma regard the 
Mind as the sixteenth. This is conformable to thy own 
views as also to those of other learned men well acquainted 
with the truths about principles. 16 From the Un manifest, 

0 king, springs the Mahat-soul. The learned say this to be 
the first creation relating to Pradhana (or Prakriti). 10 From 
Mahat, 0 king of men, is produced Consciousness, This has 
been called the second creation having the Understanding 
for its essence.^: 17 From Consciousness hath sprung the Mind 
which is the essence of sound and the others that are the 
attributes of space and the rest. This is the third creation, 
said to relate to Consciousness. 18 From Mind have sprung 
the great elements, (numbering five), 0 king ! Know that 
this is the fourth creation called mental, as I say, 10 Persons 
conversant with the primal elements say that Sound, and 
Touch and Form and Taste and Scent are the fifth creation, 
relating to the Great (primal) elements. 20 The creation of 
the Ear, the Skin, the Eye, the Tongue, and the Scent, forms 
the sixth and is regarded as having for its essence multipli- 
city of thought. 21 The senses that come after the Ear and 
the others {L e the senses of action) then arise, 0 monarch* 

This is called seventh creation and relates to the senses of 

* These, including Mind, form the tale of sixteen called Vikriti or 
modifications of Prakriti.— T. ■ 

t These are the subtile principles or Tanmatr&s, and not the gross 
elements, — T, 

$, ‘Mahat’; is sometimes called ‘Buddhi ;* hence the creation of Con* 
sciousness from Mahat must be creation relating to Buddhi,— T* 

79 



Knowledge. 52 Then, 0 monarch, come the breath that rises 
upward (viz., Prana) and those that have a transverse mo- 
tion (viz., Saraana, Udana, and Yyana). This is the eighth 
creation and is called Srjjava.* 23 Then come those breaths 
that course transversely in the lower parts of the body (viz., 
Samana, Udana, and Yyana) and also that called Apana 
coursing downwards. This, the ninth creation, is also called 
Arjjava, 0 king. 24 These nine kinds of creation, and these 
principles, O monarch, which latter number four and twenty, 
are declared to thee according to what has been laid down 
in the scriptures. 55 After this, O king, listen to me as I tell 
thee the durations of time as indicated by the learned in 
. respect of these principles or attributes. — ’ ” 2S 


Section COCXII. 

« ‘Yajnavalkya said, — Listen to me, O foremost of men, 

- as I tell thee what the duration of time is in respect to the 
Unmanifest (or the Supreme Purusha). Ten thousand Kal- 
pas are said to constitute a single day of his. 1 The duration 
-of his night is equal. When his night expires, he awakes, O 
monarch, and first creates herbs and plants which constitute 
the sustenance of all embodied creatures. 2 He then creates 
Brahman who springs from a golden egg. That Brahman is 
the form of all created things, as has been heard by us. 3 
■Having dwelt for one whole year within that egg, the great 
ascetic Brahman, called also Prajapati (Lord of all creatures), 

■ came out of it and created the whole Barth, and the 
Heaven above. 4 The Lord then, it is read in the Yedas, 
O ting, placed the sky between Heaven and Earth sepa- 
rated from each other. 8 Seven thousand and five hundred 
Kalpas measure the day of Brahman. 6 Persons conversant 
with the science of Adhyatma say that his night also is of 
an equal duration. Brahman, called Mahan, then creates 


, i ‘Arjjava’ means ‘relating to straight paths or courses,’ so called 
.from the straight courses of these -winds or breaths. By reference to 
these breaths is intended the other limbs of the physical system be* 
-sides these already indicated. — T, 
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Consciousness called' Bhuta and endued with excellent 
essence.* 7 Before creating any physical bodies out of the 
ingredients called the Great elements, Mahan or Brahma, 
endued with penances, created four others called his sons, 
They are the sires of the original sires, 0 best of kings, as - 
heard by us.f B It hath been also heard by us, 0 monarch, 
that the senses (of knowledge) along with the four inner 
faculties, have sprung from the (five Great elements called) 
Pitris, and that the entire universe of mobile and immobile • 
Beings has been filled with those Great elements.* 9 The 
puissant Consciousness created the five Bhutas. These are 
Barth, Wind, Space, Water, and Light numbering the 
fifth. 10 This Consciousness (who is a Great Being and) from 
whom springs the third creation, has five thousand Kalpas 
for his night, and his day is of equal duration. 11 Sound, 
Touch, Form, Taste, and Scent,— these five are called 
Vi^esha. They inhere into the five great Bhutas, 1 - 3 All crea- 
tures, 0 king, incessantly pervaded by these five, desire one 
another’s companionship, become subservient to one another; 15 
and challenging one another, transcend one another ; and 
led by those immutable and seductive principles, creatures 
kill one another and wander in this world, entering into 
numerous intermediate orders of Being.! 14 Three thousands 


* ‘Bishi’ here means ‘Malian’ or Great. Consciousness 
have an excellent essence, and is also a Bhuta because of its 
produce the Great Bhutas five in number. — T. 

t These, the Commentator explains, are Mind, Buddhi or 
Ing, Consciousness, and Chitwa, considered as Vyasliti instc 
mashthi. These are the sires of the primeval sires, i* e., from t 
the Mahabhutas or Great creatures (viz., the five primal Elei 
J £ Devah’ is explained by the Commentator as meaning 
and the four inner faculties. ‘Devaih,’ lie thinks, refers tc 
or Great elements. Literally rendered, the Verse would 
Pevas are the children of the Pitris ; with the D eyas, all th 
mobile and immobile Being have been covered,’ It is not t 
the lead the Commentator.—T. 

$ These two Verses refer to the power of the attribut 
&c., over Jiva, Loves and hates, and all kinds of relations 
fire due to the action of the attributes named.-— T. 
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of Kalpas represent the duration of their day. The measure 
of their night also is the same. * 16 The Mind roveth over 
all things, '0 king, led on by the Senses. The Senses do 
not perceive anything. It is the Mind that perceives 
through them. 10 The Eye sees forms when aided by the 
Mind hut never by itself. When the Mind is distracted, the 
Eye fails to perceive with even the object fully before it. 17 
It is commonly said that the Senses perceive. This is not 
true, for it is the Mind that perceives through the Senses. 18 
When the cessation takes place of the activity of the Mind, 
the cessation of the activity of the Senses follows. That 
is the cessation of the activity of the Senses which is the 
cessation of the activity of the Mind. One should thus 
regard the Senses to be under the domination of the Mind. 10 
Indeed, the Mind is said to be the Lord of all the Senses. 
O thou of great fame, these are all the twenty Bhutas in 
the Universe. — * ” 20 


Section CCCXIIL 

c{ ‘Yajnavalkya said, — I have, one after another, told thee 
the order of the creation, with their total number, of the 
various principles, as also the extent of the duration of each. 
Listen now to me as I tell thee of their destruction, 1 Listen 
to me how Brahman, who is eternal and undecaying, and -who 
Is without beginning and without end, repeatedly creates and 
destroys all created objects. 2 When his day expires and 
night comes, he becomes desirous of sleep. At such a time 
the un manifest and holy one urges the Being called Mahi- 
rudra, who is conscious of his great powers, (for destroying 
the world). 5 Urged by the un manifest, that Being, assum- 
ing the form of Surya of hundreds of thousands of rays, 
divides himself into a dozen portions each resembling a 
blazing fire. 4 He then consumes with his energy, 0 monarch, 
•without any loss of time, the four kinds of created beings, 

** The duration here given has reference to the day and the night 
pi the Mahabhutas.— T. 
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viz., viviparous, oviparous, filth-born, and vegetable. 5 With- 
in the twinkling of the eye all mobile and immobile creatures 
being thus destroyed, the Earth becomes on every side as 
bare as a tortoise shell. 0 Having burnt everything on the face 
of the Earth, Rudra of immeasurable might, then quickly 
fills the bare Earth with Water possessed of great force. 7 He 
then creates the Yaga-fire which dries up that Water (into 
•which the bare Earth has been dissolved). The Water dis- 
appearing, the great element of Fire continues to blaze firece- 
ly. 8 Then comes the mighty Wind of immeasurable force, 
In his eight forms, who swallows up quickly that blazing 
fire of transeendant force, possessed of seven flames, and 
Identifiable with the heat that exists in every creature. 
Having swallowed up that fire, the Wind courses in every 
direction, upwards, downwards, and transversely. 0-1 0 Then 
Space of immeasurable existent swallows up that Wind of 
transeendant energy. Then Mind cheerfully swallows up 
that immeasurable Space. 11 Then that Lord of all creatures, 
viz., Consciousness, who is the Soul of everything, swallows 
up the Mind, Consciousness, in his turn, is swallowed up by 
the Mahat-soul who is conversant with the Past, the Present, 
and the Future. 12 The incomparable Mahat-soul or Universe 
is then swallowed up by Cambhu, that Lord of all things, to 
whom the Yoga attributes of Anima, Laghima, Prapti, &c., 
naturally inhere, who is regarded as the Supreme and pure 
Effulgence that is Immutable. 18 His hands and feet extend 
over every part ; his eyes and head and face are everywhere, 
Ms ears reach every place, and he exists overwhelming all 
things. 14 He is the heart; of all creatures ; His measure is of 
a digit of the thumb. That Infinite and Supreme Soul, that 
Lord of all, thus swallows up the Universe. 16 After this, 
what remains is the Undecaying and the Immutable One who 
Is without defect of any kind, who is the Creator of the Past, 
the Present, and the Future; and who is perfectly faultless. 16 
I have thus, 0 monarch, duly told thee of Destruction. I 
shall now discourse to thee on the subjects of Adhyatma, 
Adhibhuta, and Adhidaivata. — ’ ” 17 
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M ‘Yajnavalkya said, — Brakmanas conversant with the 
topics of enquiry speak of the two feet as Adhyatma, the act 
of walking as Adhibhuta, and Vishnu as Adhidaivatam (of 
those two limbs. 1 The lower duct (anal canal) is Adhyatma ; 
its function of throwing out the excreta is Adhibhuta, and 
Mitra (Surya) is the Adhidaivata (of that organ). 2 The organ 
of generation is called Adhyatma. Its agreeable function is 
called Adhibhuta, and Prajapatl is its Adhidaivata. 3 The 
hands are Adhyatma ; their function as represented by acts 
is Adhibhuta ; and Indra is the Adhidaivata of those limbs. 4 
The organs of speech are Adhyatma ; the words uttered by 
them are Adhibhuta ; and Agni is their Adhidaivata. 5 The 
$ye is Adhyatma ; vision or form is its Adhibhuta ; and Surya 
is the Adhidaivata of that organ. 6 The ear is Adhyatma 
sound is Adhibhuta ; and the points of the horizon are its 
Adhidaivata. 7 The tongue is Adhyatma ; taste is its Adhi- 
bhuta ; and Water is its Adhidaivata. 8 The sense of scent is 
Adhyatma ; odor is its Adhibhuta ; and Earth is its Adhi- 
daivata. 9 The skin is Adhyatma; touch is its Adhibhuta ; and 
Wind is its Adhidaivata. 10 Mind has been called Adhyatma ; 
that with which the Mind is employed is Adhibhuta ; and 
Ohandramas is its Adhidaivata. 11 Consciousness is Adhyatma ; 
conviction in one’s identity with Prakriti is its Adhibhuta ; 
and Mahafc or Buddhi is its Adhidaivata, 12 Buddhi is 
Adhyatma ; that which is to be understood is its Adhibhuta ; 
and Kshetrajna is its Adhidaivata. 18 I have thus truly ex- 
pounded to thee, 0 king, with its details taken individually,, 
the puissance of the Supreme (in manifesting Himself in 
different forms) in the beginning, the middle, and the end, O 
thou that art fully conversant with the nature of the original 
topics or principles. 14 Prakriti, cheerfully and of her own accord, 
as if for sport, 0 monarch, produces, by undergoing modifica- 
tions herself, thousands and thousands of combinations of her 
original transformations called Gunahs. 16 As men can light 
thousands of lamps from but a single lamp, after the same 
m£n nej Prakriti, by modification, multiplies into thousands 
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of existent objects the (three) attributes (of Sattwa and 
Rajas and Tamas) of Purusha. 1 * Patience, joy, prosperity, 
satisfaction, brightness of all faculties, happiness, purity, 
health, contentment, faith , 17 liberality, compassion, forgive- 
ness, firmness, benevolence, equanimity, truth, acquittance of 
obligations, mildness, modesty, calmness , 18 external purity, 
simplicity, observance of obligatory practices, dispassionate- 
ness, fearlessness of heart, disregard for the appearance or 
otherwise of good and evil as also for past acts/ 0 — appropria- 
tion of objects only when obtained by gift, the absence 
of cupidity, regard for the interests of others, compassion 
for all creatures, — these have been said to be the qua 
ties that attach to the attribute of Sattwa . 20 The tale 
qualities attaching to the attribute of Rajas consists of 
pride of personal beauty, assertion of lordship, war, disin- 
clination to give, absence of compassion, enjoyment and 
enduring of happiness and misery , 21 pleasure in speaking ill 
of others, indulgence in quarrels and disputes of every kind, 
arrogance, discourtesy, anxiety, indulgence in hostilities, 
sorrow, appropriation of what belongs to others, shameless- 
ness, crookedness, disunions, roughness, lust, wrath, pride, 
assertion of superiority, malice, and calumny. These ar 
said to spring from the attribute of Rajas. I shall now 
thee of that assemblage of qualities which springs 
Tamas . 24 They are stupefaction of judgment, obscuration 
every faculty, darkness, blind darkness. By darkness is 
implied death, and by blind darkness is meant wrath . 25 
sides these, the other indications of Tamas are greediness in 
respect of all kinds of food, ceaseless appetite for both 
drink, 1 ® taking pleasure in scents and robes and sports 
beds and seats and sleep during the day and calumny 
all kinds of acts proceeding Irom heedlessness , 27 taking 
sure, from ignorance (of purer sources of joy) in dancing ana 
instrumental and vocal music, and aversion tor every kind of 





Section OCCXV, 


“ YTajnavalkya said, — These three, 0 foremost of men, 
(viz., Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas), are the attributes of Pra- 
krit!. These attach to all things of the universe and always 
inhere to them. 1 The Unmanifest Purusha endued with the 
six Yoga attributes transforms himself by himself into hun- 
dreds and thousands and millions and millions of forms (by 
embracing these three attributes). 2 Those that are conver- 
sant with the science of Adhyatma say that unto the attri- 
bute of Sattwa is assigned a high, unto Rajas a middling, 
and unto Tamas, a low place in the universe. 3 By the aid 
of unmixed righteousness one attains to a high end (viz., 
that of the deities or other celestial beings). Through right- 
eousness mixed with sin one attains to the status of humanity. 
While through unmixed sin one sinks into a vile end (by 
becoming an animal or a vegetable, &e.) 4 Listen now to me, 
0 king, as I speak to thee of the intermixture or compounds 
of the three attributes of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas. 6 Some- 
times Rajas is seen existing with Sattwa. Tamas also exists 
with Rajas, With Tamas may also be seen Sattwa. Then 
also may Sattwa and Rajas and Tamas be seen existing to- 
gether and in equal proportions. They then constitute the 
Unmauifest or Prakriti. 0 When the Unmanifest (Purusha) 
becomes endued with only Sattwa, he attains to the regions 
of the deities. Endued with both Sattwa and Rajas, he 
takes birth among human beings. 7 Endued with Rajas and 
Tamas, he takes birth among the intermediate order of 
Being. Endued with all three, viz., Sattwa and Rajas and 
Tamas, he attains to the status of humanity. 8 Those high- 
souled persons that transcend both righteousness and sin, 
attain, it is said, to that place which is eternal, immutable, 
undecaying, and immortal. 9 Men of knowledge attain to 
births that are very superior, and their place is faultless and 
undecaying, transcending the ken of the senses, free from 
ignorance, above birth and death, and full of light that 
dispels all kinds of darkness. 10 Thou hadst asked me about 
the nature of the Supreme residing in the Unmanifest, (viz n 
ml W u . 
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* Trakritisthah’ means ‘in his own Prakriti or nature.’ The sense 
of the line is that Purusha, even when residing in the case that Pra- 
kriti provides him with, does not partake of the nature of Prakriti hut 
continues to be undefiled by her.— T, 
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Purusha). I shall tell thee. Listen to me, 0 king. Even 
when residing in Prakriti, He is said to reside in His owa 
nature without partaking of the nature of Prakriti.* 11 Pra- 
kriti, 0 king, is inanimate and unintelligent. When presided! 
over by Purusha, then only can she create and destroy.— 13 
“‘Janaka said,— Both Prakriti and Purusha, 0 thou of 
great intelligence, are without beginning and without end. 
Both of them are without form. Both of them are undecay- 
ing. 13 Both of them, again, are incomprehensible. How- 
then, 0 foremost of Rishis, can it be said that one of them 
is inanimate and unintelligent? How, again, is the other 
said to be animate and intelligent ? And why is the latter 
called Kshefcrajna? 1 * Thou, 0 foremost of Brahmanas, art 
fully conversant with the entire religion of Emancipation, 
I desire to hear in detail of the religion of Emancipation in 
its entirety. 10 Do thou discourse to me then of the existence 
and Oneness of Purusha, of his separateness from Prakriti, 
of the deities which attach to the body, 10 of the place to 
which embodied creatures repair when they die, and that! 
place to which they may ultimately, in course of time, ha 
able to go. 17 Tell me also of the Knowledge described in 
the Sankhya system, and of the Yoga system separately. It 
behooveth thee also to speak of the premonitory symptoms 
of death, 0 best of men. All these topics are well known to 
thee even as an (emblic) myrobalan in thy hand !— ’ ” ia 


Section OCCXYI, 

“ ‘Yajnavalkya said,— That which is without attributes, 
O son, can never be explained by ascribing attributes to It. 
Listen, however, to me as I expound to thee what is possessed 
of attributes and what is devoid of them. 1 High-souled 
Munis conversant with the truth regarding all the topics or 
principles say that when Purusha seizes attributes like a 
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crystal catching the reflection of a red flower, he comes to 
be called as possessed of attributes; but when freed from 
attributes like the crystal freed from reflection,, he comes to 
be viewed in his real nature, that is, as beyond all attri- 
butes .* 2 Unmanifest Prakriti is by her nature endued with 
attributes. She cannot transcend them. Destitute of in- 
telligence by nature, she becomes attached to attributes . 3 
Umnanifest Prakriti cannot know anything, while Purusha* 
by his nature, is possessed of knowledge. — There is nothing 
higher than myself,— even this is what Purusha is always 
conscious of . 4 For this reason the un manifest (or Prakriti), 
although naturally inanimate and unintelligent, still becomes 
animate and intelligent in consequence of her union with 
purusha who is Eternal and Indestructible instead of remain- 
ing in her own nature due to her destructibility.f 6 When 
Purusha, through ignorance, repeatedly becomes associated 
with attributes, he fails to understand his own real nature 
and therefore he fails to attain to Emancipation . 0 In con- 
sequence of Purusha s lordship over the principles that flow 
from Prakriti, he is said to partake of the nature of those 
principles. In consequence also of his agency in the matter 
of creation, he is said to possess the attribute of creation . 7 
In consequence of his agency in the matter of Yoga, he Is 
said to possess the attribute of Yoga. For his lordship over 
those particular principles known by the name of Prakriti, 
he is said to possess the nature of Prakriti. For his agency 

* I expand this Terse for bringing out the meaning. A verbal 
rendering will become unintelligible.— T. 

t This is a difficult Terse. I am not sure that I have understood it 
correctly. The sense seems to be that Prakriti, which is really im- 
•intelligent and incapable of enjoyment or endurance, becomes intelli- 
gent and capable of enjoyment or endurance in consequence of being 
united with Purusha who is intelligent. Thus when pleasurable or 

painful sensations are felt, it is the body that seems to feel it only in 

consequence of the Soul that; presides over it. T. 

v l The first line of 7 is the same in sense as/ the second line of 8. 
In the Bombay text, only the second line of 8 occurs, while the first 
line of 7 has been justly omitted. In fact, Tattioa and the Prakrit U 
are the same thing.— T. ■ 
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xu the matter of creating the seeds (of all immobile objects), 
he is said to partake of the nature of those seeds. And 
because he causes the several principles or attributes to start 
into life, he is, therefore, said to be subject to decay and 
destruction (for those principles themselves are subject there- 
to ). 0 In consequence, again, of his being the witness of 
everything, and in consequence also of there being nothing 
else than he, as also for his consciousness of identity with 
Prakriti, Yatis crowned with ascetic success, conversant 
with Adhyatma, and freed from fever of every kind, regard 
him as existing by himself without a second, immutable, un- 
manifest (in the form of Cause), unstable, and manifest (in 
the form of effects ). 10 This is what has been heard by us. 
Those Sankhyas, however, that depend upon Knowledge 
only (for their Emancipation) and the practice of compassion 
for all creatures, say that it is Prakriti which is One hut 
Purushas are many .* 11 As a matter of fact, Purusha is 
different from Prakriti which though unstable, still appears as 
stable. As a blade of reed is different from its outer cover, 
even so is Purusha different from Prakriti . 12 Indeed, the worm 
that is ensconced within the Udumvara should be known as 
different from the Udumvara. Though existing with the 
Udumvara, the worm is not to be regarded as forming a por- 
tion of the Udumvara . 12 The fish is distinct from the water 
in which it lives, and the water is distinct from the fish that 
lives in it. Though the fish and water exist together, yet it is 
never drenched by water . 14 The fire that is contained in an 
earthen saucepan is distinct from the earthen saucepan, and 
the saucepan is distinct from the fire it contains. Although 
the fire exists in and with the saucepan, yet it is not to be 
regarded as forming any part of it . 16 The lotus-leaf that 
floats on a piece of water is distinct from the piece of water 
on which it floats. Its co-existence with water does not 
make it a portion of the water . 10 The perennial existence 
of those objects in and with those mentioned, is never cor- 
rectly understood by ordinary people . 17 They who behold 


* This refers to the opinion of the atheistic Sankhyas.— T. 



* By the word ‘Rudra’ is meant .Pmna and the other breaths, 
Commentator explains that the etymology is ‘utkramana kale de 
r^&ayanti iti Rudrah Pranah.’ By regulating the vital breatl 
the Senses, Yogins attain to Yoga-puissance and succeed in 
Whoever they please in their ling^arira or subtile bodies.— T. 
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Prakriti and Purusha in any other light are said to possess 
a vision that is incorrect. It is certain that they have re- 
peatedly to sink into terrible hell. 1 * I have thus told thee 
the philosophy of the Sankhyas, that excellent science by 
which all things have been correctly ascertained. Ascertain- 
ing the nature of Purusha and Prakriti in this way, the 
Sankhyas attain to Emancipation. 13 I have also told ’thee 
of the systems of those others that are conversant with the 
great principles of the universe. I shall now discourse to 
thee on the science of the Yogins. ’ ” 20 


Section CCCXVII. 


“ ‘Yajnavalkya said,— I have already spoken to thee of 
the science of the Sankhyas. Listen now to me as I truly 
discourse on the science of the Yogins as heard and seen by 
me, O best of kings ! l There is no Knowledge that can 
compare with that of the Sankhyas. There is no puissance 
that compares with that of Yoga. These two ordain the same 
practices, and both are regarded as capable of leading to 
Emancipation. 2 Those men that are not blest with intelli- 
gence regard the Sankhya and the Yoga systems to be 
different from each other. We, however, 0 king, look upon 
them as one and the same, according to the conclusion to 
which we have arrived (after study and reflection). 3 That 
which the Yogins have in view is the very same which the 
Sankhyas also have in view. He who sees both the Sankhya 
and the Yoga systems to be one and the same is to be re- 
garded as truly conversant with the topics or principles that 
ordain the universe. 4 Know, 0 king, that the vital breaths 
and the senses are the chief means for practising Yoga. By 
only regulating those breaths and the senses, Yogins wander 
everywhere at their will.* 5 When the gross body is des- 
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troyed, Yogins, endued with subtile bodies possessed of the 
eight Yoga attributes (of Anima, Laghlma, Prapti, &c.)» 
wander over the universe, enjoying (in that body) all kinds 
of felicities, 0 sinless one. fi The wise have, in the scriptures* 
spoken of Yoga as conferring eight kinds of puissance. They 
have spoken of Yoga as possessed of eight limbs.* 7 Indeed, 
O king, they have not spoken of any other kind of Yoga. 
It has been said that the practices of Yogins, excellent as 
these are (for their results), are of two kinds. Those two 
kinds, according to the indications occurring in the scriptures, 
are practices endued with attributes and those freed from 
attributes. 8 The concentration of the mind (on the sixteen 
objects named), with simultaneous regulation of the breath, 0 
king, (is one kind). The concentration of the mind (in such 
a way as to destroy all difference between the contemplate^ 
the object contemplated, and the act of contemplation) along 
with subjugation of the senses, (is of another kind). The first 
kind of Yoga is said to be that possessed of attributes ; the 
second kind is said to be that freed from attributes.*}* 13 Then, 
again, Regulation of the breath is Yoga with attributes, In 
Yoga without attributes, the mind, freed from its functions, 
should be fixed. Only the regulation of the breath which is 
said to be endued with attributes should, in the first instance, 
be practised, for, 0 ruler of Mithila, if the breath (that is 
inhaled and suspended) be exhaled without mentally reflect- 
ing the while upon a definite image (furnished by a limited 
mantra ), the wind in the neophyte’s system will increase 
to his great injury 4 10 In the first Yama of the night, 

* The Eight limbs of Yoga are Prana yam a, Pratyahara, D by ana, 
Dharana, Tarka, Samadhi, with the two additional ones of Yama and 
Niyama. — T. 

t In the first line of 9, the word ‘Pranayama* is used to mean regn* 
lation of the vital breaths. In the second line, the same word implies 
the ‘ayamah or nigrahah 5 of the senses with the mind. By ‘Dharana 5 is 
meant the fixing of the mind, one after another, on the sixteen things 
named in treatises on Yoga. By ‘ekagrata 5 of the mind is meant 
that concentration in which there is no longer any consciousness of 
difference between ‘Dhyatri, Dheya, and Bhyana. 5 — T» 

l It is difficult for those who do not practise Pran&y&ma to under* 
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twelve ways of holding the breath are recommended. After 
sleep, in the last Yama of the night, other twelve ways of 
doing the same have been laid down. 11 Without doubt, one 
endued with tranquillity, of subdued senses, living in retire- 
ment, rejoicing in one's own self, and fully conversant with the 
import of the scriptures, should (regulating one's breath in 
these four and twenty ways) fix one's Soul (on the Supreme 
Soul).* 12 Dispelling the five faults- of the five senses, viz,, 
(withdrawing them from their objects of ) sound, form, touch, 
taste, and scent, 15 and dispelling those conditions called 
Pratibha and Apavanga, 0 ruler of the Mithilas, all the 
senses should be fixed upon the mind. 14 The mind should 
then be fixed on Consciousness, 0 king ; Consciousness should 
next be fixed on Intelligence or Buddhi, and Buddhi should 
then be fixed on Prakriti. 15 Thus merging these one after 
another, Yogins contemplate the Supreme Soul which is 
One, which is freed from Rajas, which is stainless, which is 
Immutable and Infinite and Pure and without defect, 10 who 
Is Eternal Purusha, who is unchangeable, who is Indivisible, 
who is without decay and death, who is everlasting, who 
transcends diminution, and which is Immutable Brahma. 17 
Listen now, 0 monarch, to the indications of one that is in 
Yoga, All the indications of cheerful contentment that are 
Ms who is slumbering in contentment are seen in the person, 
that is in Samadhi. 13 The person in Samadhi, the wise say, 
looks like the fixed and upward flame of a lamp that is full of 


stand this fully. The fact is, in Saguna Prana yama, when the breath 
Is inhaled, the inhalation is measured by the time taken up in men- 
tally reeiting a well-known mantra. So when the inhaled breath is 
suspended, the suspension is measured by the time taken in mentally 
reciting a particular mantra. When, therefore, the suspended breath 
should be exhaled, it should be done by similarly measuring the time 
-of exhaling. Por beginners, this Saguna Pranayama is recommended. 
Of course only exhalation has been spoken of but it applies equally 
to inhalation and suspension. These three processes, in Yoga lan- 
guage, are Puraka, Kumbhaka, and Eechaka — T. 

. * ‘Ekanta^iliii* neansa ‘Sannyasin ‘atmarama’ is one who takes 
pleasure in one’s soul Instead of in spouses and children.— T. 
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oil and that burns in a breezeless spot. 16 He is like a rock which 
is incapable of being moved in the slightest degree by even a 
heavy downpour from the clouds. 211 lie is incapable of being 
looved by the din of conchs and drums, or by songs, or the 
sound of hundreds of musical instruments beat or blown to- 
gether. Even this is the indication of one in Samadhi. 21 
As a man of cool courage and determination, while ascend- 
ing a flight of steps with a vessel full of oil in his hands, 
does not spill even a drop of the liquid if frightened and 
threatened by persons armed with weapons, even so the 
Yogin, when his mind has been concentrated and when he 
beholds the Supreme Soul in Samadhi, does not, in conse- 
quence of the entire stoppage of the functions of his senses at 
such a time, move in the slightest degree. Even these should 
be known to be the indications of the Yogin while he is in 
Samadhi. 22-24 While in Samadhi, the Yogin beholds Brahma 
which is Supreme and Immutable, and which is situated like 
a blazing Effulgence in the midst of thick Darkness. 25 It is 
by this means that he attains, after many years, to Eman- 
cipation after casting off this inanimate body. Even this is 
what the eternal Cruti declares. 26 This is called the Yoga 
of the Yogins. What else is it ? Knowing it, they that are 
endued with wisdom regard themselves as crowned with 
success. — ’ ’ H: 


Section OOGXVIII. 


“ ‘Yajnavalkya said,— Listen now to me, with attention, 
0 king, as to what the places are to which those who die have 
to go. If the Jiva-soul escapes through the feet, it is said that 
tho° man goes to the region of Vishnu. 1 If through the calves, 
it has been heard by us that the man repairs to the regions 
of the Vasus. If through the knees, he attains to the 
compa n ion ship of those deities that are called Sadhyas. If 
through the lower duct, the man attains to the regions of 
Mitra. If through the posteriors, the man returns to the 


Earth, and if through the thighs to the region of Prajapati 


If through the flanks, the man attains to . the regions of tffe 



The pole-star.— T, 
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Maruts, and if through the nostrils, to the region of Chan- 
dramas. If through the arms, the man goes to the region of 
Indra, and if through the chest, to that of Rudra. 4 If 
through the neck, the man repairs to the excellent region of 
that foremost of ascetics known by the name of Nara. If 
through the mouth, the man attains to the region of the 
Vifwedevas, and if through the ears, to the region of the. 
deities of the several points of the horizon. 6 If through the 
nose, the man attains to the region of the Wind-god ; and 
if through the eyes, to the region of Agni. If through the 
brows, the man goes to the region of the A 5 wins; and if 
through the forehead, to that of the Pitris. 6 If through the 
crown of the head, the man attains to the region of the 
puissant Brahman, that foremost of the gods. I have thus 
told thee, 0 ruler of Mithila, the several places to which 
men repair according to the manner in which their Jiva- 
souts escape from their bodies/ I shall now tell thee the 
premonitory indications, as laid down by the wise, of those 
who have but one year to live. 8 One who, having previously 
seen the fixed star called Arandhati, fails to see it, or that 
other star called Dhruva,* or one that sees the full Moon or 
the flame of a burning lamp to be broken towards the south, 
has but one year to live. 8 Those men, 0 king, who can no’ 
longer see images of themselves reflected in the eyes of 
others, have but one year to live. 10 One who being endued 
with lustre loses it, or being endued with wisdom loses it,— 
indeed, one whose inward and outward nature is thus chang- 
ed,— has but six months more to live. 11 He who disregards 
the deities, or quarrels with the Brahmanas, or one who 
being naturally of a dark complexion becomes pale of hue, 
has but six months more to live. 12 One who sees the lunar 
'O have many holes like a spider’s web, or one who sees 
solar disc to have similar holes, has but one week 
to live. 13 One who, when smelling fragrant scents in 
s of worship, perceives them to be as offensive as the 
of corpses, has but one week more to live. 14 The 
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depression of the. nose or of the ears, the discolor of the 
teeth or of the eye, the loss of all consciousness, and the 
loss also of all animal heat, are symptoms indicating death 
that very day/ 15 If, without any perceptible cause a stream 
of tears suddenly flows from one’s left eye, and if vapours 

be seen to issue from one’s head, that is a sure indication 

that the man wiLl die before that day expires. 6 Knowing 

all these premonitory symptoms, the man of cleansed soul 
should day and night unite his soul with the Supreme 
Soul (in Samadhi), 17 Thus should he go on till the day 
comes for his dissolution. If, however, instead of wishing i 
to die he desires to live in this world, he casts off ail 
enjoyments, — ail scents and tastes, — 0 king, and lives on in. 
abstinence. He thus conquers death by fixing his soul on 
the Supreme Spul. i8r * fl Indeed, the man who is blessed with 
knowledge of the Soul, 0 monarch, practises the course of 
life recommended by the Sankhyas and conquers death by 
uniting his Soul with the Supreme Soul. 20 At last, he at- 
tains to what is entirely indestructible, which is without 
birth, which is auspicious, and immutable, and eternal, and 
stable, and which is incapable of being attained to by men 
of uncleansed souls, — 5 


Section COCXIX. 

“ ‘Yajnavalkya said,— Thou hast asked me, 0 monarch, of 
that Supreme Brahma which resides in the Unmanifest* 
Thy question relates to a deep mystery. Listen to me with 
close attention, G king ! l Having conduced myself with 
humility according to the ordinances laid down by the Rishis 
I obtained the Yajushes, 0 king, from Surya, 2 With the 
austerest penances I formerly adored the heat-giving deity. 
The puissant Surya, G sinless one, gratified with me, ad- 
dressed me, saying, 8 — Solicit thou, 0 regenerate Rishi, the 
boon upon which thou hast set thy heart, however difficult 
it may fee of acquisition, I shall, with cheerful Soul, grant 
it to thee. It is very difficult to incline me to grace I 4 —* 

81 




ma ha bharati* [Mokshadharmm 

Bowing unto him with a bend of my head, that foremost of 
heat-givmg luminaries was addressed by me in these words 
-‘—I have no knowledge of the Yajushes. I desire to know 
them without loss of time ! 6 -The holy one, thus solicited, 
told me, I shall impart the Yajushes unto thee. Made up 
of the essence of speech, the goddess Saraswati will enter 
•into thy body. 6 The deity then commanded me to open my 
mouth. I did as I was commanded. The goddess Saraswati 
then entered into my body, 0 sinless one. 7 At this, I began 
to burn. Unable to endure the pain I plunged into a stream. 
Not understanding that what the high-souled Surya had 
dnne for me was for my good, I became even angry with him.* 
While I was burning with the energy of the goddess, the 
holy Surya told me, -Do thou endure this burning sensation 
for only a little while. That will soon cease and theu wilt 
he cool. 9 Indeed, I became cool. Seeing me restored to 
ease, the Maker of light said unto me,— The whole Vedas, 
with even those parts that are regarded as its appendix' 
together with the Upanishads, will appear in thee by in’ 
ward light, O regenerate one ! 10 The entire Catapathas also 
thou wilt edit, O foremost of regenerate ones. After that, 
thy understanding will turn to the path of Emancipation. 11 ’ 
Thou wilt also attain to that end which is desirable and 
which is coveted by both Sankhyas and Yogins !— Having 
said these words unto, me, the divine Surya proceeded to 
the Asia hills. 12 Hearing his last words, and after he had 
departed from the spot where I was, I came home in joy and 
then remembered the goddess Saraswati. 13 Thought of by 
me, the auspicious Saraswati appeared instantly before my 
eyes, adorned with all the vowels and the consonants and 
having placed the syllable Om in the van.- 14 I then, accord- 
ing to the ordinance, offered unto the goddess the usual 
Arghya, and dedicated another to Surya, that foremost of 
all heat-giving deities. Discharging this duty I took my 
seat, devoted to both those deities. 16 Thereupon the entire 
Catapatha Br * h manas > with all their mysteries and with all 
their abstracts as also their appendices, appeared of them- 
« before, my mental vision, at which I became filled 
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with great joy.* 1 * I then taught them to a hundred good 
disciples and there fey did what was disag reeable to my high? 
souled maternal uncle (Vahjampayana) with the disciples 
gathered round him.f 17 Then, shining in the midst of my 
disciples like the Sun Himself with* his rays, 1 took the* 
management of the Sacrifice of thy high-souled sire, O' 
king. 18 In that Sacrifice, a dispute arose between me and> 
my maternal uncle as to who should be permitted to appro- 
priate the Dakshina that was paid for the recitation of the* 
Vedas. 12 In the very presence of Devala, I took half of that- 
Dakshina, (the other half going to my maternal uncle). 1,2 
Thy sire and Sumanta and Paila and Jairakife and other 
ascetics all acquiesced in that arrangement.^ 20 

“ T had thus got from. Surya -the five times ten Yajushes, 
O monarch. I then studied the Puranas with Romaharshan.* 1 
Keeping before me those (original) Mantras and the goddess 


** f Chakre* literally means ‘I made.* The Commentator explains it 
as equivalent to ‘swayam avirabhut/ — T. 

t ‘Vipriya* evidently means ‘what is not agreeable/ There was 
evidently a dispute between Yajnyvalkya and his maternal uncle Vai- 
gampayana, the celebrated- disci pie of Vyasa, This dispute is parti- 
cularly referred to in the next Verse. Vaigampayana had been, a 
recognised teacher of the Vedas and had collected a large number of 
disciples around him. When, therefore, the nephew Yajnavalkya, 
having obtained the Vedas from Surya, began to teach them, he was 
naturally looked upon with a jealousy, which culminated, (as referred 
to in the next Verse) into an open dispute about the Dakshina! to be 
appi^opriated in the Sacrifice of Janaka, The Burdwan translator in- 
correctly renders the word ‘vipriya* which he takes to mean as ‘very 
agreeable/ In the Vishnu Purana it is mentioned that a dispute took 
place between Yajnavalkya and Paila. The latter's preceptor, Vyasa, 
came, and taking his side, asked Yajnavalkya to return him the Vedks 
which he had obtained from him. Yajnavalkya vomitted forth the 
Vedas., These were instantly devoured by two other Risfeis in the 
form of Tittiri birds. These afterwards promulgated the Taittiriya 
Upanishads. — T. f * 

t This shows that I was then regarded as the equal of Vaigam- 
p&yana himself in the matter of Vedic knowledge. Sumanta and 
Paila and Jaimini, with Vaigampay ana, were the Rishis that assisted 
Ihegreat Vy&sa in the* task* of arranging the Vedas. — T. > 
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Saraswati, I then, 0 king, aided by the ir ' •* 

set myself to compile the excellent Datapath’® Brahmanas 
succeeded in achieving the task 1 ' ~ 

any one else. That path which I had desired 
taken by me and I have also taught it to i 
Indeed, the whole of those Vedas with 
have been imparted by me to those disciples of 
In minu and body, all those disciples have, in 
of my instructions, become filled with joy, ’ 
lished (for the use of others) this knowledge 
fifty branches which I had obtained f 
date, on the great object of that knowledge 
The Gandharva Vhjwavasu, well 
danta scriptures, desirous, O ki 
beneficial for the Brahmanas in 
truth occurs in it, and what is 
knowledge, once questioned me. He put to 
four and twenty questions 
Finally, he asked me a question, 
relates to that branch of knowledge which 
"with the inferences of ratioseinati 
follow : What is universe and wli 
is A$wa and what Aijwa ? What 
runa ?*«« What is Knowledge 1 
knowledge ? What is Unintelligc 
Who is Ka ? Who is possessed ol 
Who is not possessed of the same 
the Sun and what is the Sun ? \ 

Avidya ? !s What is Ve< 
mobile and what Mobile 
is Indestructible, 
excellent questions put to 
vas. r0 

had asked i 
them properly, 
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inspiration of Surya, 

3, and 

never before undertaken by 

l to take has been 
my disciples. 22 ' 25 
their abstracts 
min©, Pujf$ 
consequence 
!4 Having estab- 
;e consisting of 
from Surya, I now medi- 

O o (viz., Brahma). 25 

conversant with the Ve* 
ng, of ascertaining what is 
this knowledge and what 
the excellent object of this 

me altogether 
O king, relating to the Vedas, 
numbered twentyfifth which 
is concerned 
>n. Those questions are as 
is not-uni verse ? What 
is Mitra? What is Va- 
What is the Object of 
it? What is Intelligent ? 
the principle of change ? 

What is he that devours 
hat is Vidya and what is 
at Avedya ? What is Im- 
? What is without beginning, what 
and what is Destructible ? These were the 
me by that foremost of Gandhar- 
After king Vnjvvavasu, that foremost of Gandharvas 
me these questions one after another, I answered 
-'• M first > however, I told him,— Wait for a 
.space of time, till I reflect „„ % questions !_ 8o be 
e Gandharva said, and sat in silence. 52 I then thought 
agam ■ ot -goddess Saraswati in mv mind The 
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replies then to those questions naturally arose in my mind 
like butter from curds. 53 Keeping in view the high science 
of inferential ratioscination, I churned with my mind, 0 
monarch, the Upanishads and the supplementary scriptures 
relating to, the Vedas. 54 The fourth science then that treats 
of Emancipation, 0 foremost of kings, and on which I have 
already discoursed to thee, and which is based upon the 
twentyfifth, viz., Jiva, I then expounded to him.* 55 Having 
said all this, 0 monarch, to king Vi$wavasu, I then ad- 
dressed him, saying,— Listen now to the answers that I give 
unto the several questions that thou hast put to me. 56 I 
now turn to the question which, 0 Gandharva, thou askest, 
viz ., — what is Universe and what is Not-universe ?— The 
Universe is Unmanifest and original Prakriti endued with 
the principles of birth and death which are terrible (to thoqp 
that are desirous of Emancipation). 57 It is, besides, possess- 
ed of the three attributes (of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas), 
in consequence of its producing principles all of which ape 
fraught with those attributes.-}- That which is Hot-universe 
is Purusha divested of all attributes. By A<jwa and A«jwa 
are meant the female and the male, 88 i. e., the former is 
Prakriti and the latter is Purusha. Similarly, Mitra is Pu- 
rusha, and Varun a is Prakriti. t 58 Knowledge, again, is said 
to be Prakriti, while the object to be known is called Puru- 
sha. The Ignorant (Jiva), and the Knowing or Intelligent 
are both Purusha without attributes, (for it is Purusha th%t 
becomes Jiva when invested with Ignorance'). 40 Thou hagst 
asked what is Kah, who is endued with change, and who 
is un endued therewith. I answer, Kah is Purusha.8 That 

* This is called the Fourth Science, the three others being the 
three Vedas, Agriculture, and the Science of Morality and Chastise- 
'inent. — T. ' j 

f Prakriti is regarded as something in which Sattwa, Bajas, arid 
Tamas reside in exactly equal proportions. All the principles ; of 
Mahat, &c., which how from Prakriti, are characterised by these 
three attributes in diverse measure.-— T. 

t By Mitra is meant here the deity giving light and heat. By 
Yanina is meant the waters that compose the universe.— *T. * 

$ ‘Hah,’ the Commentator explained, is *&nandah’ or felicity. — T« 
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which is endued with change is Prakriti. He that is not 
endued therewith is Purusha . 41 Similarly, that which is 
called Avedya (the unknowable) is Prakriti; and that which 
is called Yedya is Purusha . 42 Thou hast asked me about the 
Mobile and the Immobile. Listen to what my answer i s ; 
That which is mobile is Prakriti, which, undergoing modb 
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bear their burthen of such study in vain. 40 " 50 If a person 
desirous of butter churns the milk of the she-ass, without 
finding what he seeks he simply meets with a substance that 
is as foul of smell as ordure. 61 After the same manner, if one, 
having studied the Vedas, fails to comprehend what is Pra* 
kriti and what is Purusha, one only proves one’s own foolish* 
ness of understanding and bears a useless burthen (in the 
form of Vedic lore).* 62 One should, with devoted attention, 
reflect on both Prakriti and Purusha, so that one may avoid 
repeated birth and death. 63 Reflecting upon the fact of 
one’s repeated births and deaths and avoiding the religion of 
acts that is productive at best of destructible results, one 
should, betake oneself to the indestructible religion of Yoga. 64 
0 Ka- 9 yapa, if one continuously reflects on the nature of 
the Jiva-soul and its connection with the Supreme Soul 


- * The camparison lies in the folly of the two persons indicated. 
One churning ass’s milk for butter is only a fool. Similarly, one fail- 
ing to understand the nature of Prakriti and Purusha from the Vedas 
B only a fool. — *£. . : 
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quently I heard the discourses of Rudra and the intelligent 
Vnjwarupa, of several of the deities, of the Pitris, and the 
Daityeas. I have acquired all that they say, for they gene- 
rally discourse that eternal object of all knowledge 66 '” I 
desire, however, to hear what thou mayst say on those 
topics with the aid of thy intelligence. Thou art the fore- 
most of all persons, and a learned lecturer on the scriptures 
and endued with great intelligence/ 4 There is nothing that 
is unknown to thee. Thou art an ocean of the Crutis as 
described, 0 Brahmana, in the world of both the deities 
and the Pitris." The great Rishis residing in the region of 
Brahma say that Aditya himself, the eternal lord of all 
luminaries, is thy preceptor (in the matter of this branch of 
knowledge). 116 0 Yajuavalkya, thou hast obtained the entire 
science, 0 Brahmana, of the Sankhyas, as also the scrip- 
tures of the logins in particular/ 7 Without doubt, thou 
art enlightened, fully conversant with the mobile and immo- 
bile universe. I desire to hear (thee discourse on that know- 
ledge, which may be likened to clarified butter endued with 



thinks that there is nothing higher than itself. In reality, 
however, though beholding, it does not behold That (viz., the 
Twentysixth) which beholds it.* 73 Men possessed of wisdom 
should never accept the Twentyfourth (viz., Prakriti, which 
is unintelligent or inert) as identifiable with the Tvventyfifth 
or the Soul which has a real and independent existence. 
The fish live in water. It goes thither impelled by its own 
nature. 74 As the fish, though living in the water, is to be 
regarded as separate from it, after the same manner is 
the Twentyfifth to be apprehended, i. e., though the Twenty- 
fifth exists in a state of contact with the Twentyfourth or 
Prakriti, it is, however, in its real nature, separate from 
and independent of Prakriti. When overwhelmed with the 
consciousness of meum or Self, and when unable to under- 
stand its identity with the Twentysixth, in fact, in conse- 
quence of the illusion that invests it, of its co-existence 
with Prakriti, and of its own manner of thinking, the Jiva- 
soul always sinks down, but when freed from such conscious- 
ness it goes upwards. 75 " 8 When the Jiva-soul succeeds in 
apprehending that it is one, and Prakriti with which it re- 
sides is another, then only does it, 0 regenerate one, succeed 
in beholding the Supreme Soul and attaining to the condi- 
tion of Oneness with the universe. 77 The Supreme is one. 
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consequence, however, of the Supreme overlying the Jiva- 
soul, the wise regard both to be one and the same.* 73 For 
these reasons, Yogins and followers of the Sankhya system 
of philosophy, terrified by birth and death, blessed with 
sight of the T wen fcysixth, pure in body and mind, and de- 
voted to the Supreme Soul, do not welcome the Jiva-soul 
as in destructible.*}" When one beholds the Supreme Soul 
and losing all consciousness of individuality becomes identi- 
fied with the Supreme, one then becomes omniscient, and 
possessed of such omniscience one becomes freed from the 
obligation of rebirth. I have thus discoursed to thee truly, 
O sinless one, about Prakriti which is unintelligent, and 
Jiva-soul which is possessed of intelligence, and the Supreme 
Soul which is endued with omniscience, according to the 
indications occurring in the Crutis. That man who beholds 
not any difference between the knower and the known, and 
who beholds not the difference between knowledge and the 
known, is both Kevala and not-Kevala, is the original cause 
of the universe, is both Jiva-soul and the Supreme Soul4 — 7£K?2 


‘Tatsthanat’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘varasya avar§- 
dhisthanat, 5 L e., in consequence of ‘vara’ overlying the ‘avara.’ The 
instance of the string and the snake is cited. At first the string is 
erroneously taken for the snake. When the error is dispelled, the 
string appears as the string. Thus the Supreme and the Jiva-soxil 
come to be taken as one when true knowledge comes. — T. 

+ The ordinary doctrine is that the Jiva-soul is indestructible, for 
it is both unborn and deathless, its so-called births and deaths being 
only changes of the forms which Prakriti undergoes in course of her 
association with it, an association that continues as long as the 
Jiva-soul does not succeed in effecting its emancipation. In this Yerse 
the ordinary doctrine is abandoned. What is said here is that the 
Jiva-soul is not deathless, for when it becomes identified with the 
Supreme Soul, that alteration may be taken as its death. — T. 

% This is a very difficult Yerse. ‘Pa§ya 5 and ‘apa£ya’ are ‘drashtri* 
and ‘drigya,’ £. -e., knower and known (or Soul and Prakriti). ‘Kshe- 
maya’ and ‘Tattwa’ are Mrik’ and ‘drigya 3 i. e., knowledge and known. 
One that sees no difference between these, that is, one that regards 
all things as one and the same, is both ‘Kevala’ and ‘not-Kevala,* 
&‘c., meaning that such a person, though still appearing as a Jiva (to 
others) is in reality identifiable with the Supreme Soul, — T, 
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“ ‘—Yigwavasu said, — O' puissant one, thou hast duly and 
adequately discoursed on that which is the origin of all the 
deities and which is productive of Emancip ation. Thou hast 
mid what is true and excellent. May inexhaustible bless* 
ings always attend thee, and may thy mind be ever united 
with intelligence l — 83 

“ ‘Yajnavalkya continued, — Having said those words, the 
prince of Gandharvas proceeded towards heaven, shining in 
resplendence of beauty. Before leaving me, the high-souled 
one duly honored me by taking the accustomed turns round 
my person, and I looked upon him, highly pleased. 84 He 
inculcated the science he had obtained from me unto those 
celestials that dwell in the regions of Brahman and other 
deities, unto those that dwell on Earth, unto also the deni* 
zona of the nether regions, and unto them that had adopted 
the path of Emancipation, 0 king. 88 The Sankhyas are 
devoted to the practices of their system. The Yogins* are 
devoted to the practices inculcated by their system. Others 
there are that are desirous of achieving their Emancipation. 
Unto these latter this science is productive of visible fruits. 86 
O lion among kings, Emancipation flows from Knowledge. 
Without Knowledge it can never be attained. The wise have 
said it, 0 monarch. Hence, one should strive one's best for* 
acquiring true Knowledge in all its details, by which one 
may succeed in freeing oneself from birth and death. 87 Ob- 
taining knowledge from a Brahmana or a Kshatriya or Yai- 
gya or even a Cudra who is of low birth, one endued with 
faith should always show reverence for such knowledge. 
Birth and death cannot assail one that is endued with faith. 83 
All orders of men are Brahmanas. All are sprung from 
Brahman. All men utter Brahma,* Aided by an under- 
standing that is derived from and directed to Brahma, 

* This may mean that as all men speak, and as speech is Brahma, all 
men must be regarded as utterers of Brahma. If, again, Brahma be 
taken to mean the Yedas in especial, it may imply that all men 
utter the Yedas or are competent to study the Yedas. Such an ex- 
ceedingly liberal sentiment from the mouth of Yajnavalkya is com- 
patible only with the religion of Emancipation which he taught.— T. 
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x aculeate this science treating of 
Indeed, this whole universe is Brahm 
Brahman sprung the Brahmanas 
Kshatriyas ; from his navel, the 
the Cudras. All the orders, (having 
should not be regarded as differ! 
pelled by Ignorance, all men meet 
O king, to birth that is the 
Knowledge, all orders of] 
fall into varied orders of bei 
flow from Prakriti." 1 For this r 
means, seek to acquire Knowledge, 
every person is entitled to strive 
that is possessed of Knowledge is 
{viz.) Kshatriyas and Yai^yas 
knowledge. Hence, this science of Ema 
open to them all. This, 0 king, has bee 
The questions thou badst asked 
by me agreeably to the truth, 
all grief. Go thou to the other 
questions were good. Blessings - 
“Bhishma continued, 
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iraknti and Pnrusha. 
a. ?,J From the mouth of 
from his arms, sprung the 
7ai< ?yys ; and from his feet, 
sprung in this way) 
»g from one another. 00 I m - 
with death and attain, 
cause of acts* Divested of 
men, dragged by terrible Ignorance, 
__Ing due to the principles that 
reason, all should, by every 
I have told thee that 
for its acquisition. One 
a Brahmana, 
and Cudras) 


Others, 
are possessed of 
ncipation is always 
n said by the Wise. 93 
me have all been answered 
Do thou, therefore, cast off 
end of this enquiry. Thy 
on thy head for ever ! — ’ os 
_ Thus instructed by the intelligent 

Tfc w i ^ ! klDg ° f Mifcbila be came filled with joy. M 

The king honored that foremost of ascetics by walking round 

hh 1 T' .i hsm if ed b y the monarch, he departed from 
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began to reflect on only the Eternal and Independent 
One. He cast off all ordinary duties and their derelections, 
Virtue and Vice, Truth and Falsehood,' 9 Birth and Death, 
and all other things appertaining to the principles pro- 
duced by Prakriti. 100 Both Sankhyas and Yogins, agreeably 
to the teachings of their sciences, regard this universe 
to be due to the action of the Manifest and the Unmani- 
fest. 101 The learned say that Brahma is freed from good 
and evil, is self-dependent, the highest of the high, Eternal, 
and Pure. Do thou, therefore, 0 monarch, become Pure ! 10s 
The giver, the receiver of the gift, the gift itself, and 
that which is ordered to be given away, are all to be 
deemed as the unmanifest Soul. The Soul is the Soul’s one 
possession. Who, therefore, can be a stranger to one ? Do 
thou think always in this way. Never think otherwise. 101-4 
He who does not know what is Prakriti possessed of attributes 
and what is Purusha transcending attributes, only he, not 
possessed as he is of knowledge, repairs to sacred waters and 
performs sacrifices. 106 Not by study of the Vedas, not by 
penances, not by sacrifices, 0 son of Ku.ni, can one attain 
to the status of Brahma. Only when one succeeds in appre- 
hending the Supreme or Unmanifest, one comes to be 
regarded with reverence. 108 They who wait upon Mahat 
attain to the regions of Mahat. They who wait upon Con- 
sciousness, attain to the spot that belongs to Consciousness. 
They who wait upon what is higher attain to places that are 
higher than these. 107 Those persons, learned in the scrip- 
tures, who succeed in apprehending Eternal Brahma which 
is higher than Unmanifest Prakriti, succeed in obtaining 
that which transcends birth and death, which is free from 
attributes, and which is both existent and non-existent. 10 " 
I got all this knowledge from Jan aka. The latter had 
obtained it from Yajnavalkya. Knowledge is very superior. 
Sacrifices cannot compare with it. With the aid of Know* 
ledge one succeeds in crossing the world’s ocean which is full 
of difficulties and dangers. One can never cross that ocean 
by means of sacrifices. 100 Birth and death, and other imr 
pediments, 0 king, men of knowledge say, one cannot pm 




Section CCCXX. 


‘•Yudhishthira said, — 'Having acquired great power and 
wealth, and having obtained a long period of life, how 
may one succeed in avoiding death ? l By which of these 
means, viz., penances, or the accomplishment of the diverse 
(laid down in the Vedas), or by knowledge of the 
Crutis, or the application, of medicines, can one succeed in 
avoiding decrepitude and death V 3 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection is cited the old 
narrative of Pancha$ikha who was a Bhikshu in his practices 
and Janaka . 3 Once on a time Jan aka, the ruler of the 
Videhas, questioned the great Rishi Pancha^ikha, who was the 
foremost of all persons conversant with the Vedas and who 
had all his doubts removed in respect of the purpose and 
import of all duties . 4 The King said, — By what conduct, 
O holy one, may one transcend Decrepitude and Death? Is 
by penances, or by the understanding, or by religious 
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over by ordinary exertion.* Men attain to heaven through 
sacrifices, penances, vows, and observances. But they have 
again to fall down therefrom on the Earth . 110 Do thou, 
therefore, adore with reverence that which is Supreme, most 
ure, blessed, stainless, and sacred, and which transcends all 
states (being Emancipation itself). By apprehending Kshetra, 
O king, and by performing the Sacrifice that consists in the 
nisition of Knowledge, thou wilt really be wise . 111 In 
time, Yajnavalkya did that good to king Jan aka 
which is derivable from a study of the Upanishads. The 
Eternal and Immutable Supreme was the topic about which 
the great Rishi had discoursed to the king of Mithila. It 
enabled him to attain to that Brahma which is auspicious 
immortal, and which transcends all kinds of sorrow/ >nu 
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the scriptures ? 5 — Thus addressed by the ruler of the Videhas 
the learned Pane hag ikha., conversant with all invisible 
things, answered, saying, — -There is no prevention of these 
two (viz,, decrepitude and death) ; nor is it true that these 
cannot be prevented under any circumstances. 6 Neither 
days, nor nights, nor months, cease to go on. Only that man 
who, though transitory, betakes himself to the eternal path 
(of the religion of Nivirti or abstention from all acts) suc- 
ceeds in avoiding birth and death. 7 Destruction overtakes 
all creatures. All creatures seem to be ceaselessly borne 
along the infinite current of time. Those that are borne 
along the infinite current of time which is without a raft 
(to rescue) and which is infested by those two mighty alli- 
gators, viz,, decrepitude and death, sink down without any- 
body coming to their assistance. 8 As one is swept along that 
current, one fails to find any friend for help and one fails 
to be inspired with interest fur any one else. 9 One meets 
with spouses and other friends only on one’s road. One had 
never before enjoyed this kind of companionship with any 
one for any length of time. 10 Creatures, as they are borne 
along the current of time, become repeatedly attracted to- 
wards one another like masses of clouds moved by the wind 
meeting one another with loud sound. 11 Decrepitude and 
death are devourers of all creatures, like wolves. Indeed, 
they devour the strong and the weak, the short and the tall. 12 
Among creatures, therefore, which are all so transitory, only 
the Soul exists eternally. Why should he, then, rejoice when 
creatures are born and why should he grieve when they die ?‘ 3 
Whence have I come? Who am 1 ? Whither shall I go? 
Whose am I? Before what do I rest? What shall I be? 
For what reason then dost thou grieve for what? 14 Who 
else than thou wilt behold heaven or hell (for what thou 
doest) ? Hence, without throwing aside the scriptures, one 
should make gifts and perform sacrifices 1 
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“Yudhishthira said,— ‘Without abandoning the domestic 
mode of life, 0 royal sage- of Kura’s race, who ever attained 
to Emancipation which is the annihilation of the Under- 
standing (and the other faculties) ? Do tell me this ! l How 
may the gross and the subtile form be cast off ? Do thou 
also, 0 graudsire, tell me what the supreme excellence of 
Emancipation is.’ 2 

“Bhiahma said, — ‘In this connection is cited the old 
narrative of the discourse between Janaka and Sulabha, O 
Bhiirata ! 3 In days of yore there was a king of Mithila,’ of 
the name of Dharmadhyaja, of Janaka’s race.' He was devot- 
ed to the practices of the religion of Renunciation. 4 He was 
well conversant with the Veda, with" the scriptures on Eman- 
cipation, and with the scriptures bearing on his own duty as 
a king. Subjugating his senses, he ruled this Earth. 6 Hear- 
ing of li s good behaviour in the world, many men of wisdom, 
well- conversant with wisdom, O foremost of men, desired to 
mutate him. 0 In the same Satya Yuga, a woman of the 
name of Sulabha, belonging to the mendicant order, practised 
the duties of Yoga and wandered over the whole Earth. 7 In 
course of her wanderings over the Earth, Sulabha heard from 
many Dandins of different places that the ruler of Mithila 
was devoted to the religion of Emancipation. 8 Hearing this 
report about king Janaka and desirous of ascertaining whe- 
ther it was true or not, Sulabha became desirous of having 
a personal interview with Janaka. 8 Abandoning, by her 
Yoga powers, her former form and features, Sulabha assumed 
the most faultless features and unrivalled beauty/ 0 I n the 
twinkling of an eye and with the speed of the quickest shaft, 
the fair-browed lady of eyes like lotus-petals repaired to the 
capital of the Videhas/ 1 Arrived at the chief city of Mi- 
thxla teeming with a large population, she adopted the 
guise of a mendicant and presented herself before the king. 13 
The monarch, beholding her delicate form, became filled 
with wonder and enquired who she was, whose she was, and 
Silence sue came/ 3 Welcoming her, he assigned her an 
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excellent; seat, honored' her by offering water to wash her 
feet, and gratified her with excellent refreshments . 14 Re- 
freshed duly and gratified with the rites of hospitality offered 
unto her, Sulabha, the female mendicant, urged the king, 
who was surrounded by his ministers and seated in the midst! 
of learned scholars, (to declare himself in respect ,-of hia 
adherence to the religion of Emancipation ). 15 Doubting 
whether Janaka had succeeded in attaining to Emancipation 
by following the religion of Nivirtti, Sulabha, endued with 
Yoga-power, entered the understanding of the king by 
her own understanding. 1 " Restraining, by means of the 
rays of light that emanated from her own eyes, the rays 
issuing from the eyes of the king, the lady, desirous of 
ascertaining the truth, bound up king Janaka with Yoga 
bonds .* 17 That best of mouarehs, priding himself upon hig 
own invincibleness and defeating the intentions of Sulabha, 
seized her resolution with his own resolution .-]- 18 The king, 
in his subtile form, was without the royal umbrella and 
sceptre. The lady Sulabha, in hers, was without the triple 
stick. Both staying then in the same (gross) form, thua 
conversed with each other. Listen to that conversation as 


* ‘Saachodayishyanti 3 implies ‘questioned . 3 Here it means ‘ques- 
tioning the king internally’ or by Yoga power.— T. 

t ‘TJtsmayan 3 is explained by the Commentator-as ‘priding him- 
self upon his own invincibleness . 3 ‘Asya bhavam 3 implies ‘her 
determination to make the king dumb.’ ‘Vi^eshayan 1 is ‘abhibha- 
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©f my respect * 22 Do thou listen to me as I speak to 
thee on Emancipation, for there is none else (in this world) 
that can discourse to thee on that topic. Hear me also as I 
tell thee who that person is from whom in days of old I 
acquired this distinguishing knowledge.f 23 I am the beloved 
disciple of the high-souled and venerable Panchagikha, be- 
longing to the mendicant order, of Paragara’s race . 24 My 
doubts have been dispelled and I am fully conversant with 
the Sankhya and the Yoga systems, and the ordinances in 
respect of sacrifices and other rites, which constitute the 
three well-known paths of Emancipation .^ 25 Wandering 
over the Earth and pursuing the while the path that is 
pointed out by the scriptures, the learned Panchagikha for- 
merly dwelt in happiness in my abode for a period of four 
months in the rainy season . 26 That foremost of Sankhyas 
discoursed to me, agreeably to the truth, and in an intelligible 
manner suited to my comprehension, on the several kinds of 
means for attaining to Emancipation. He did not, however, 
•command me to give up my kingdom . 27 Freed from attach- 
ments, and fixing my Soul on supreme Brahma, and unmoved 
by companionship, I live, practising in its entirety that triple 
-conduct which is laid down in treatises on Emancipation . 28 
Renunciation (of all kinds of attachments) is the highest 
means prescribed for Emancipation. It is from Knowledge 
that Renunciation, by which one becomes freed, is said to 
flow , 29 From Knowledge arises the endeavour after Yoga, 
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and thro ugh that endeavour one attains fro. knowledge of 
Self or Soul. Through knowledge of Self one tran seen da- 
joy and grief. That enables one to transcend death and' 
attain to high success . 80 That high intelligence (knowledge 
of Self ) has been acquired by me, and accordingly I have - 
transcended all pairs of opposites. Even in this life have I 
been freed from stupefaction and have transcended all at- 
taehments . 81 As a soil, saturated with water and softened? 
thereby, causes the (s own) seed to sprout forth, after the 
same manner, the acts of men 'cause rebirth . 82 As a seed, 
fried on a pan or otherwise, Becomes unable to sprout forth- 
although the capacity for sprouting was there , 88 after the 
same manner my understanding having been freed from the- 
productive principle constituted by desire, by the instruc- 
tions of the holy Pancha<jikha of the mendicant order, it no- 
ionger produces its fruit in the form of attachment to the 
objects of the senses . 84 I never experience love for my spouse- 
or hate for my foes. Indeed, I keep aloof from both, behold- 


both persons equally, viz., him that smears my right hand 1 
with sandal -paste and him that wounds my left . 85 Having 
attained my (true) object, I am happy, and look equally 
upon a clod of earth, a piece "of stone, and a lump of gold. 
I am freed from attachments of every kind, though am- 
engaged in ruling a kingdom. In consequence of all this I 
am distinguished over all bearers of triple sticks . 87 Some 
foremost of men that are conversant with the topic-of Eman- 
cipation say that Emancipation has a triple path. (These- 
are knowledge, Yoga, and sacrifices and rites). Some re- 
gard Knowledge having all things of the world for its object 
as the means of Emancipation. Some hold that the total 
renunciation of acts (both external and internal) is the 
means thereof . 88 Another class of persons conversant with 
the scriptures on Emancipation say that Knowledge is the 
single means. Others, viz., Yatis, endued with subtile vision, 
hold that acts constitute the means . 59 The high-souled, 
Panchacjikha, discarding both the opinions about knowledge 
U-nd acts, regarded the third as the only means or path of 



mahabharata, 


[MokshadharwiiS 


Emancipation . 40 If men leading the domestic mode of life 
he endued with Yama and Niyama, they become the equals 
of Sannyasins. If, on the other hand, Sannyasins be en- 
dued with desire and aversion and spouses and honor and 
pride and affection, they become the equals of men leading 
domestic modes of life.*“ If one can attain to Emancipa- 
tion by means of knowledge, then may Emancipation exist 
in triple sticks (for there is nothing to prevent the bearers 
of such sticks from acquiring the needful knowledge). Why 
then may Emancipation not exist in the umbrella and the 
sceptre as well, especially when there is equal reason in 
taking up the triple stick and the sceptre ?f» One becomes 
attached to all those things and acts with which one has need 
for the sake of one’s own self for particular reasons .* 13 If a 
person, beholding the faults of the domestic mode of life, casts 
it off for adopting another mode (which he considers to be 
fraught with great merit), he cannot, for such rejection and 
adoption, be regarded as one that is at once freed from all 
attachments, (for all that he has done has been to attach 
himself to a new mode after having freed himself from a 
previous one ).$ 44 Sovereignty is fraught with the rewarding 
and the chastising of others. The life of a mendicant is 
.equally fraught with the same (for mendicants also reward 


* K. P. Singha wrongly translates this Verse— T. 

■ t ‘There is equal reason in taking up &c.,’ implies that the bearing 
Of the sceptre is only a mode of life like that of holders of the triple 
stick. Both the king and the Sannyasin are free to acquire knowledge 
and both, therefore, may attain to Emancipation notwithstanding 
their respective emblems. In the emblems themselves there is- no 
efficacy or disqualification.— T. 

t The object of this Verse is to show that all persons, led by in- 
tmst, become attached to particular things. The littleness or great- 
ness of those things cannot aid or bar people’s way to Emancipation. 

t TJ a SayS jMlaka> ‘ a “ d thou ma - vst a mendicant. 
Neither thy mendicancy nor my royalty can aid or obstruct our Eman- 

qipatum. Both of us, by Knowledge, can achieve what we wish, not- 
withstanding our outward surroundings.— -T 

tel H ^ e ’T byChanging nly IOyal “ f6 ** that • bearer of the 
teple.strek I- can gam nothingi — T, 

. ' . ■* ' ' .*■ • 
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and chastise those they can). When, therefore, mendicants 
are similar to kings in this respect, why would mendicants 
only attain to Emancipation/and not kings ? 45 Notwith- 
standing the possession of sovereignty, therefore, one be- 
comes cleansed of all sins by means of knowledge alone, 
living the while in Supreme Brahma . 40 The wearing of 
brown cloths, shaving of the head, bearing of the triple 
stick, and the Ivamandalu, — these are the outward signs of 
one’s mode of life. These have no value in aiding one to the 
attainment of Emancipation . 47 When, notwithstanding the 
adoption of these emblems of a particular mode of life, Know- 
ledge alone becomes the cause of one’s Emancipation from 
sorrow, it would appear that the adoption of mere emblems 
is perfectly useless . 48 Or, if, beholding the mitigation of 
sorrow in it, thou hast betaken thyself to these emblems of 
Sanyasa, why then should not the mitigation of sorrow 
be beheld in the umbrella and the sceptre to which I have 
betaken myself ? 48 Emancipation doss not exist in poverty; 
nor is bondage to be found in affluence. One attains to 
Emancipation through Knowledge alone, whether one is 
indigent or affluent . 50 For these reasons, know that I am 
living in a condition of freedom, though ostensibly engaged 
in the enjoyment of religion, wealth, and pleasure, in the 
form of kingdom and spouses, which constitute a field of 
bondage (for the generality of men ). 51 The bonds constituted 
by kingdom and affluence, and the bondage of attachments, 
I have cut off with the sword of Renunciation whetted on 
the stone of the scriptures bearing upon Emancipation / 3 A& 
regards myself then, I tell thee that I have become freed in 
this way. O lady of the mendicant order, I cherish an 
affection for thee. But that . should not prevent me from 
.telling thee that thy behaviour does not correspond with the 
practices of the mode of life to which thou hast betaken 
thyself l 63 Thou hast great delicacy of formation. Thot 
bast beauty. Thou hast an exceedingly shapely form. Thy 
age is young. Thou hast all these, and thou hast Niyama 
(subjugation of the senses). I doubt it verily . 64 Thou hast 
stopped up my . body (by entering into me with the aid $£ 
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thy Yoga power) for ascertaining as to whether I am really 
emancipated or not. This act of thine ill-corresponds with 
that mode of life whose emblems thou bearest . 66 For a 
Yogin that is endued with desire, the triple stick is unfit.. 
As regards thyself, thou dost not adhere to thy stick. As 
regards those that are freed, it behoves even them to protect 
themselves from fall .* 50 Listen now to me as to what thy 
transgression has been in consequence of thy contact with 
me and thy having entered into my gross body with the aid 
of thy understanding." To what reason is thy entrance to 
be ascribed into my kingdom or my palace ? At whose sign 
hast thou entered into my heart ?+ 68 Thou belongest to the 
foremost of all the orders, being, as thou art, a Brahmana 
•woman. As regards myself however, I am a Kshatriya. 
There is no union for us two. Do not help to cause an inter- 
mixture of colors . 88 Thou livest in the practice of those 
duties that lead to Emancipation. I live in the domestic 
mode of life. This act of thine, therefore, is another evil 
thou hast done, for it produces an unnatural union of two 
opposite modes of life . 00 I do not know whether thou be- 
longest to my own gotra or dost not belong to it. As regards 
thyself also, thou dost not know who I am (viz., to what 
gotra I belong). If thou art of my own gotra, thou hast, 
by entering into my person, produced another evil,— the evil, 
viz., of unnatural union .* 1 If, again, thy husband be alive 
and dwelling in a distant place, thy union with me has pro- 
duced the fourth evil of sinfulness, for thou art not one 
with whom I may be lawfully united . 62 Dost thou perpetrate 
all these sinful acts, impelled by the motive of accomplish- 


* ‘Yukte 1 in the first line means ‘in the Yogin.’ The Bombay read- 
ing ‘Tridandanke’ is a mistake for ‘Tridandakam.’ The Bombay text 
reads ‘namuktasy Asti gopan A,’ meaning that ‘there is no relief for one 
that has fallen down after having arisen in Yoga..’ The Bengal text 
reads ‘vimuktasya’ I adopt the Bengal reading. T. 

+ What the king says is that he, the king, had made no assignation 
with the lady in consequence of which she could be justified in entering 
t,!« iuU., Ti,« wfirl ‘Sannikarsha’ here means ‘sanketa.’ Both the- 
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ing a particular object ? Dost thou do these from ignorance 
or from perverted intelligence ?* 3 If, again, in consequence 
of thy evil nature thou hast thus become thoroughly in- 
dependent or unrestrained in thy behaviour, I tell thee that) 
if thou hast any knowledge of the scriptures, thou wilt 
understand that everything thou hast done has been pro- 
ductive of evil . 04 A third fault attaches to thee in conse- 
quence of these acts of thine, a fault that is destructive of 
peace of mind. By endeavouring to display thy superiority, 
the indication of a wicked woman is seen in thee .* 6 Desirous 
of asserting thy victory as thou art, it is not myself alone 
whom thou wishest to defeat, for it is plain that thou wishest 
to obtain a victory over even the whole of my court (con- 
sisting of these learned and very superior Brahmanas ). 68 
By casting thy eyes in this way towards all these meritorious 
Brahmanas, it is evident that thou desirest to humiliate 
them all and glorify thyself (at their expense ). 07 Stupefied 
By thy pride of Yoga-puissance that has been born of thy 
jealousy (at sight of my power,) thou hast caused a union 
of thy understanding with mine and thereby hast really 
mingled together nectar with poison . 08 That union, again, 
of man and woman, when each covets the other, is sweet as 
nectar. That association, however, of man and woman when 
the latter, herself coveting, fails to obtain an individual of 
the opposite sex that does not covet her, is, instead of being 
A merit, only a fault that is as noxious as poison . 08 Do not 
Continue to touch me. Know that I am righteous. Do thou 
act according to thy own scriptures. The enquiry thou 
hadst wished to make, viz., whether I am or I am not eman- 
cipated, has been finished . 711 It behoves thee not to conceal 
from me all thy secret motives. It behoves thee not, that thus 
disguisest thyself, to conceal from me what thy object is, 
that is, whether this call of thine has been prompted by the 
desire of accomplishing some object of thy own or whether 
thou hast come for accomplishing the object of some other 
king (that is hostile to me). n One should never appear de- 
ceitfully before a king ; nor before a Brahmana; nor before 
one’s wife when tlmt wife is possessed of every wifely virtue, 





tits are set forth, in the Yerses that follow*— 
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Those who appear in deceitful guise before these three very 
soon meet with destruction. 72 The power of kings consists, 
in their sovereignty. The power of Brahmanas conversant 
with the Vedas is in the Vedas. Women wield a high power 
in consequence of their beauty and youth and blessedness. 73 ; 
These then are powerful in the possession of these powers* 
He, therefore, that is desirous of accomplishing his own 
object should always approach these three with sincerity and 
candour. Insincerity and deceit fail to produce success (in 
these three quarters). 74 It behooveth thee, therefore, to 
apprise me of the order to which thou belongest by birth, of, 
thy learning and conduct and disposition and nature, as also 
of the object thou hast iu view in coming to this place ! — ” 7ft 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Though rebuked by the king in 
these unpleasant, improper, and ill-applied words, the lady 
Sulabha was not at all abashed.*® After the king had said 
these words, the beautiful Sulabha then addrest herself for 
saying the following words in reply that were more handsome 
than her person. 77 

“ ‘Sulabha said,— 0 king, speech ought always to be free 
from the nine verbal faults and the nine faults of judgment* 
It should also, while setting forth the meaning with per- 
spicuity, be possessed of the eighteen well-known merits.* 78 
Ambiguity, ascertainment of the faults and merits of pre- 
mises and conclusions, weighing the relative strength or 
weakness of those faults and merits, establishment of the 
conclusion, and the element of persuasiveness or otherwise 
that attaches to the conclusion thus arived at, — these five 
characteristics appertaining to the sense — constitute the au- 
thoritativeness of what is said, 79 Listen now to the charac- 
teristics of these requirements beginning with ambiguity* 
one after another, as I expound them according to the com- 
bination s. 8( * When knowledge rests on distinction in conse- 
quence of the objects to.be known being different from one 
another, and when (as regards the comprehension of the 
subject) the understanding rests upon many points one after 
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another, the combination of words (in whose ease this occurs) 
is said to be vitiated by ambiguity.** 1 By ascertainment 
(of faults and merits), called Sankhya, is meant the estab- 
lishment, by elimination, of faults or merits (in premises 
and conclusions), adopting tentative meanings.^ 2 Krama, 
or weighing the relative strength or weakness of the faults 
or merits (ascertained by the above process), consists in sett- 
ling the propriety of the priority or subsequence of the 
words employed in a sentence. This is the meaning attached 
to the word Krama by persons conversant with the inter- 
pretation of sentences or texts. 83 By Conclusion is meant 
the final determination, after this examination of what has 
been said on the subjects of religion, pleasure, wealth, and 
Emancipation, in respect of what it particularly is that has 
been said in the text4 8 * The sorrow born of wish or aversion 

, * ‘Saukshmyam 5 is literally ‘minuteness.* It means ambiguity here, 

I have rendered Verse 81 very closely to give the reader an idea of 
the extreme terseness of these Verses, For bringing out the meaning 
of the Verse, the following illustration may serve. A sentence is 
composed containing some words each of which is employed in diverse 
senses, as the well-known Verse of Pariigara which has been interpret* 
ed to sanction the remarriage of Hindu widows. Here, the objects 
indicated by the words used are varied. Definite knowledge of the 
meaning of each word is arrived at by means of distinctions, i. e*> by 
distinguishing each meaning from every other. In such cases, the 
understanding, before arriving at the definite meaning, rests in sue* 
cession upon diverse points, now upon one, now upon another* In- 
deed, the true meaning is to be arrived at in such cases by a process of 
elimination. When such processes become necessary for seizing the 
sense of any sentence, the fault ia said to be the fault of minuteness 
or ambiguity. — T. 

t To take the same example: first take the well-known words of 
Paragara as really sanctioning the remarriage of widows. Several 
words in the Verse would point to this meaning, several others would 
not. Weighing probalities and reasons, let the meaning be tentative- 
ly adopted that second husbands are sanctioned by the Rishi for the 
Hindu widow. This is Sankhya.— T. . 

} Having tentatively adopted the meaning that second husbands 
are sanctioned by the Verse referred to, the conclusion should be either 
its acceptance or rejection. By seeing the incompatibility of the 
tentative meaning with other settled conclusions in respect of other 
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feiceasea to a great measure. The conduct, 0 king, that one 
pursues in such a matter (for dispelling the sorrow experi- 
enced) is called Prayojanam.* 85 Take it for certain, 0 king, 
at my word, that these characteristics of Ambiguity and the 
others (numbering five in all), when occurring together, 
constitute a complete and intelligible sentenee.f* 8 The 
words I shall utter will be fraught with sense, free from 
ambiguity (in consequence of each of them not being symbols 
many things), logical, free from pleonasm or tautology, 
smooth, certain, 87 free from bombast, agreeable or sweet, 
truthful,- not inconsistent with the aggregate of three, (viz., 
Righteousness, Wealth, and Pleasure), refined (i e free 
from Prakrita), 88 not elliptical or imperfect, destitute of 
harshness or difficulty of comprehension, characterised by due 
order, not far-fetched in respect of sense, corrected with one 
‘'another as cause and effect, and each having a specific 
t)bjecfc4 8fl I shall not tell thee anything, prompted by 
desire or wrath or fear or cupidity or abjectness or deceipt 
or shame or compassion or pride. (I answer thee because it 
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texts of other winters, the tentative meaning is capable of being re- 
jected, and the final conclusion arrived at, to the effect, that the second 
husband is to be taken only according to the Niyoga-vidhi and not by 
marriage. — T. 

* By c prayojanam’ is meant the conduct one pursues for gratifying 
one’s wish to acquire or avoid any object. Wish, in respect of 
either acquisition or avoidance, if ungratified, becomes a source of 
pain. The action or conduct that one adopts for removing that pain is 
called ‘Prayojanam. ’ In the Gautama-sutras it is said that ‘yamartha- 
madhikritya pravartate, tat prayojanam. 1 The two definitions are 
identical.— T. 

t By occurrence of these five characteristics together is meant that 
when these -are properly attended to by a speaker or writer, only then 
can his sentence be said to be complete and intelligible. In Nyaya 
philosophy, the five requisites are ‘Pratijna,’ ‘Hetu,’ ‘Udaharana,* 
^DTpanaya,’ and ‘Higamana.’ In the Mimansa philosophy, the five re- 
quisites have been named differently. ‘Yishaya,’ ‘Sam^aya,’ ‘Purva- 
paksha,’ ‘Uttara,’ and ‘NirnayaJ — T. 

f These characteristics, the Commentator points out, though num- 
bering sixteen, include the four and twenty mentioned by Bhojadeva 
*1 called tt Saraswati-kanthabha'raiia, ,} —T, 
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Is proper forme to answer what thou hast said). 48 When 
the speaker, the hearer, and the words said, thoroughly 
agree with one another in course of a speech, then does the 
sense or meaning come out very clearly. 81 When, in the 
matter of what is to be said, the speaker shows disregard for 
the understanding of the hearer by uttering words whose 
meaning is understood by himself, then, however good those 
words may be, they become incapable of being seized by the 
hearer.* 92 That speaker, again, who, abandoning all regard 
for his own meaning, uses words that are of excellent sound 
and sense, awakens only erroneous impressions in the mind 
of the hearer, Such words in such connection become eer* 
tainly faulty. 22 That speaker, however, who employs word& 
that are, while expressing his own meaning, intelligible 
the hearer as well, truly deserves to be called a speaker* 
No other man deserves the name. 84 It behooveth thee, there-? 
fore, 0 king, to hear with concentrated attention these 
words of mine, fraught with meaning and endued with 
wealth of vocables. 25 Thou hast asked me who I am, whose * 
I am, whence I am coming, &c. Listen now to me, 0 king, 
with undivided mind, as I answer these questions of thine. 86 
As lac and wood, as grains of dust and drops of water, exist- 
commingled when brought together, even so are the exist? 
ences of all creatures.*}* 27 Sound, touch, taste, form, and 
scent, these, and the senses, though diverse in respect of 
their essences, exist yet in a state of commingling like lae 
and wood. 23 It is again well known that nobody asks any 


* f Pararbham r means, as the Commentator explain! 
sense. 3 ' It does not mean ‘Paraprayojanam 3 as wrongh 
the Burdwan translator. The latter’s version ®£ thebe: 
unmeaning.— T. , ■ 

t What SalabhS says here is this:, the great prima 
the same whether they mahe up this body or that ot] 
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of these, saying, who art thou? Bach of them also has 
no knowledge either of itself or of the others.® The eye 
cannot see itself. The ear cannot hear itself. The eye, 
again, cannot discharge the functions of any of the other 
Senses, nor can any of the senses discharge the functions of 
any sense save its own.* 00 If all of them even combine 
together, even then they fail to know their own selves 
as dust and water mingled together cannot know each other 
though existing in a state of union. In order to discharge 
their respective functions, they await the contact of objects 
that are external to them. 101 The eye, form, and light, 
constitute the three requisites of the operation called Seeing! 
The same, as in this case, happens in respect of the opera- 
tions of the other senses and the ideas which is their re- 
sult. 102 Then, again, between the functions of the senses 
(called vision, hearing, &c.,) and the ideas which are their 
result (viz., form, sound, &c.), the mind is an entity other 
than the senses and is regarded to have an action of its own. 
With its help one distinguishes what is existent from what is 
non-existent for arriving at certainty (in the matter of all 
ideas derived from the Senses). 103 With the five senses of 
knowledge and five senses of action, the njind makes a total 
Of eleven. The twelfth is the Understanding. When doubt 
arises in respect of what is to known, the Understanding 
comes forward and settles all doubts (for aiding correct 
apprehension). 10 * After the twelfth, Sattwa is another prin- 
ciple numbering the thirteenth. With its help creatures are 
distinguished as possessing more of it or less of it in their 
constitutions.* 105 After this, Consciousness (of self ) is an- 
other principle (numbering the fourteenth). It helps one to 
an apprehension of self as distinguished from what is not 
self. 100 Desire is the fifteenth principle, 0 king. Unto it 
Inheres the whole universe.-f- 107 The sixteenth principle is 


* What is meant by this is that when creatures are said to possess 
more of Sattwa and less of Sattwa, Sattwa seems to be a principle 
that is existent i n the constitutions of creatures^-T. 

d By the word ‘Kala 1 is meant the 16 principles beginning with 
i^ana, What is intended, to be said is that as long as the principle of 
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Avidya. Unto it inhere the seventeenth and the eighteenth 
principles called Prakriti and Vyakti (i., e., Maya and Pra- 
kasa). 103 Happiness and sorrow, decrepitude and death, 
acquisition and loss, the agreeable and the disagreeable,—? 
these constitute the nineteenth principle and are called 
couples of opposites, 109 Beyond the nineteenth principle i$ 
another, «, Time, called the twentieth. Know that the 
births and deaths of all creatures are due to the action of 
this twentieth principle. 110 These twenty exist together! 
Besides these, the five Great primal elements, and existence 
and non-existence, bring up the tale to seven and twenty; 
Beyond these, there are three others, named Vidhi, Cukra, and 
Yala, that make the tale reach thirty.* 111 " 12 That in which 
these ten and twenty principles occur is said to be body, 11 * 
Some persons regard unmanifest Prakriti to be the source or 
cause of these thirty principles. (This is the view of the 
atheistic Sankhya school). The Kanadas of gross vision 
regard the Manifest (or atoms) to be their cause. 112 Whe- 
ther the Unmanifest or the Manifest be their cause, or 
whether the two (viz,, the Supreme or Purusha and the 
Manifest or atoms) be regarded as their cause, or, fourthly, 11 * 
whether the four together (viz,, the Supreme or Purusha 
and his Maya and Jiva and Avidya or Ignorance) be the 
cause, they that are conversant with Adhyatma behold Pra** 
kriti as the cause of all creatures. 115 That Prakriti which ia 
Unmanifest, becomes manifest in the form of these principles. 
Myself, thyself, O monarch, and all others that are endued 
with body, are the result of that Prakriti (so far as ouf 
bodies are concerned). 116 Insemination and other (embryonic) 
conditions are due to the mixture of the vital seed and blood. 
In consequence of insemination the result which first appears 

Desire exists, rebirth becomes possible. The universe, therefore, rests 
on the principle of Desire or Vasana. The senses, <&<?•» All arise from 
this principle of Vasana.— T. . ■ ^ ; V j 

* By ‘Vidhi* is meant that righteousness and its reverse which con- 
stitute the seed of Desire. By ‘Cukra* is meant that which helps that 
seed to grow or put forth its rudiments. By Yala* is meant the 
exertion that quo. makes for ‘gratifying one’s desire*®— 1 T« 
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is called by the name of ‘Kalala/ 117 From ‘Kalala’ arises 
what is called Vudvud (bubble). From the stage called 
Wudvuda’ springs what is called Tegi/ From the condition 
called Tegi’ that stage arises in which the various limbs 
become manifested. From this last condition appear nails 
and hair. 113 Upon the expiration of the ninth month, 0 king 
of Mithila, the creature takes its birth so that, its sex being 
known, it comes to be called a boy or girl 110 When the 
creature issues out of the womb, the form it presents is 
Such that its nails and fingers seem to be of the hue of 
burnished copper. The next stage is said to be infancy, 
when the form that was seen at .the time of birth becomes 
changed. 120 From infancy youth is reached, and from youth, 
bid age. As the creature advances from one stage into 
another, the form presented in the previous stage becomes 
changed. 121 The constituent elements of the body, which 
serve diverse functions in the general economy, undergo 
change every moment in every creature. Those changes* 
however, are so minute that they cannot be noticed * 122 The 
birth of particles, and their death, in each successive condi- 
tion, cannot be marked, 0 king, even as one cannot mark 
the changes in the flame of a burning la,mp.*f- 12s When such 
Is the state of the bodies of all creatures, —that is, when 
that which is called the , body is changing incessantly 
even like the rapid locomotion of a steed of good mettle, — 
Who then has come whence or not whence, 124 or w r hose is it 
or whose is it not, or whence does it not arise ? What 
connection does there exist between creatures and their own 


* The fact then of continual change of particles in the body was 
Well-known to the Hindu sages. This discovery is not new of modern 
physiology. Elsewhere it has been shown that Harvey’s great dis- 
covery about the circulation of the blood was not unknown to then 
Bishis. — T. i'- ; Z 

t The instance mentioned for illustrating the change of corporal 
particles is certainly a very happy one. The flame of a burning lamp* 
though perfectly steady (as in a breezeless spot), is really the result 
bf the successive combustion of particles of oil and the successive ex* 
tinguishment of such combustion. Both this and the previous Verse 
have been rendered inaccurately , .by K. P* Singha,— T. , , . , * 
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bodies?* 126 As from the contact of flint with iron, or from 
two sticks of wood when rubb © d against each other, fire is 
generated, even so are creatures generated from the combina- 
tion of the (thirty) principles already named. 186 Indeed, as 
thou thyself seest thy own body in thy body and as thou 
thyself seest thy soul in thy own soul, why is it that thou 
dost not see thy own body and thy own soul in the bodies and 
souls of others? 127 If it is true that thou seest an identity' 
With thyself and others, why then didst thou ask me who I am 
and whose ? 128 If it is true that thou hast, 0 king, been 
freed from the knowledge of duality that (erroneously) says— 
this is mine and this other is not mine,— then what use is 
there with such questions as Who art thou, whose art thou, 
and whence dost thou come ? 129 What indications of Eman- 
cipation can be said to occur in that king who acts as others 5 
act towards enemies and allies and neutrals and in victory 
and truce and war? 120 What indications of Emancipation 
occur in him who does not know the true nature of the 
aggregate of three as manifested in seven ways in all acts 
and who, on that account, is attached to that aggregate of 
three ?f 131 What indications of Emancipation exist in him 
who fails to cast an equal eye on the agreeable, on the weak, 
and the strong ? Unworthy as thou art of it, thy pre- 
tence to Emancipation should be pub down by thy counsell- 
ors ! ls2 This thy endeavour to attain to Emancipation (when 

■ * Hence the questions of Janaka, asking as to who the lady was or 
whose, were futile, — T. 

t The seven ways are as follow : Righteousness and Wealth and 
Pleasure independently and distinct from one another count three j 
then the first and second, the first and third, and second and third, 
count three ; and lastly, all three existing together. In all acts, one or 
other of these seven may be found. The first and second exist in all 
acts whose result is the righteous acquisition of wealth ; the first and 
third exist in the procreation of children in lawful wedlock ; the 
second and third in ordinary acts of worldly men. Of acts in which 
all three combine, the rearing of children may be noticed, for it is at 
once a duty, a source of wealth, and a pleasure. 3L P. Singha omits t 
"all reference to these seven ways, while the Burdwan translator, mis* 
understanding the gloss, makes utter nonsense of it,— T, 
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thou hast so many faults) is like the use of medicine by a 
patient who indulges in all kinds of forbidden food and 
practices. 13 * 0 chastiser of foes, reflecting upon spouses 
and other sources of attachment, one should behold the«e in 
one’s own soul. What else can be looked upon as the in- 
dication of Emancipation ?-* Listen now to me as I speak 
in detail of these and certain other minute sources of attach- 
ment appertaining to the four well-known acts (of lying 
down for . umber, enjoyment, eating, and dressing) to which 
thou art still bound though thou professest thyself to have 
adopted the religion of Emancipation. 136 That man who has 
to rule the whole world must, indeed, be a single king 
without a second. He is obliged to live in only a singlf 
palace- In that palace he has again only one sleeping 
chamber. In that chamber he has, again, only one bed on 
which at night he is to lie down/* 7 Half that bed again he 
is obliged to give to his Queen-consort. This may serve as 

T 6Xa “f :[ h ° W Uttle the kin S’ 3 sbare is ^ -‘I he is said 
t0 ° Wn ' , lbls 18 the case wlth bis objects of enjoyment 
with the food he eats, and with the robes he wears. He is 
thus attached to a very limited share of all things. He is 

again attached to the duties of rewarding and punishing.- 3 

The king is always dependent on others. He enjoys a verv 
small share of all he is supposed to own, and to that small 

" are , h ® 18 f ° rCed t0 be att ached (as well as others are 
attached to their respective possessions). I» the matter also 

a “ d + 7 r> the klng Cauil0t be said to be indepen- 
- In the matter of women, of sports and other kinds 
of enjoyment, the king’s inclinations are exceedingly cir- 

HTtl 6 f k IU the maUer ° f taki “ S counsel and the 

assembly of his councillors what independence can the king 

be said to have?- When, indeed, he sets his orders of 
er men, he is said to be thoroughly independent. But 
j,. 60 , ® after, in the several matters of his orders 

Tthet "'? 7 ‘ he >ery me " Wh0m he ^ 

lug desires to sleep, he cannot gratify 
The king may order some men to do somethings. These men* 


i 





CANT! PARVA< 


his desire, resisted by those who have business to transact 
with him. He must sleep when permitted, and while sleeping 
he is obliged to wake up for attending to those that have 
urgent business with him.’ 47 — Bathe, touch, drink, eat, pour 
libations on the fire, perform sacrifices, speak, hear,— these are 
the words which kings have to hear from others and hearing 
them have to slave to those that utter them. 244 Men come 
in batches upon batches to the king and solicit him for gifts. 
Being, however, the protector of the general treasury, he 
cannot make gifts unto even the most deserving. 145 If he 
makes gifts, the treasury becomes exhausted. If he does 
not, disappointed solicitors look upon him with hostile eyes. 
He becomes vexed and as the result of this, misanthropical 
feelings soon invade his mind. 140 If many wise and heroic 
and wealthy men reside together, the king’s mind begins to 
be filled with distrust in consequence. Even when there is 
no cause of fear, the king entertains fear of those that al- 
ways wait upon and worship him. 147 Those I have mentioned, 
0 king, also find fault with him. Behold, in what way the 
king’s fears may arise from even them l 143 Then again all 
men are kings in their own houses. All men, again, in their 
own houses are householders Like kings, O Jan aka, all 
men in their own houses chastise and reward, 149 Like kings 
others also have sons and spouses and their own selves and 
treasuries and friends and stores. In these respects the king 
is not different from other men, 150 — -The country is ruined,— 
the city is consumed by fire, — the foremost of elephants is 
dead, — at all this the king yields to grief like others, little 
regarding that these impressions are all due to ignorance 
and error, 161 The king is seldom freed from mental griefs 
caused by desire and aversion and fear. He is generally 
afflicted also by headaches and diverse diseases of the kind. 152 
The king is afflicted (like others) by all couples of opposites 
(as pleasure and pain, &c). He is alarmed at everything. 


after obeying those orders, return to him to report the fact of what 
they have accomplished. The king is obliged to grant them interviews 
for listening to them.— T. 1 * • 
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Indeed, full of foes and impediments as kingdom is, the king, 
while he enjoys it, passes nights of sleeplessness . 153 Sovereign- 
ty, therefore, is blessed with an exceedingly small share of 
happiness. The misery with which it is endued is very great. 
It is as unsubstantial as burning flames fed by straw or the 
bubbles of froth seen on the surface of water . 154 Who is 
there that would like to obtain sovereignty, or having ac- 
quired sovereignty can hope to win tranquillity ? Thou 
regardest this kingdom and this palace to be thine . 155 Thou 
thinkest also this army, this treasury, and these counsellors" 
to belong to thee. Whose, however, in reality are they, 
and whose are they not ? Allies, ministers, capital, provin- 
ces, punishment, treasury, and the king, 150 — these seven which 
'constitute the limbs of a kingdom exist, depending upon 
one another, like three sticks standing with one another's 
support. The merits of each are set off by the merits of 
the others. Which of them can be said to be superior to 
•the -rest ?. 167 At those times those particular ones are re- 
garded as distinguished above the rest when some important 
end is served through their agency. Superiority, for the 
time being, is said to attach to that one whose efficacy is 
thus seen . 168 The seven limbs already mentioned, O best of 
kings, and the three others, forming an aggregate of ten, 
supporting one another, are said to enjoy the kingdom like 
•the king himself ,* 169 That king who is endued with great 
-energy and who is firmly attached to Kshatriya practices, 
should be satisfied with only a tenth part of the produce of 
the subject's field. Other kings are seen to be satisfied with 
less than a tenth part of such produce . 110 There is no one 
who owns the kingly office without some one else owning it 
in the world, and there is no kingdom without a king/f* 

* The Commentator explains that the three others are Vriddhi, 
JSlshaya, and Sfchana, all of which arise from policy. Some of the seven, 
limbs are inanimate, such as the Treasury. But it is said that the 
Treasury supports the ministers, and the ministers support the Trea- 
sury. — T. 

f Hence, when every kingdom has a king, and kings too are many a 
should indulge in pride at the thought of his being a king. — T* 
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If there be no kingdom, there can be no righteousness, anda 
if there be no righteousness, whence can Emancipation 
arise ? 161 Whatever merit is most sacred and the highest, , 
belongs to kings and kingdoms,* By ruling a kingdom well,, 
a king earns the merit that attaches to a Horse-sacrifice with 
the whole Earth given away as Bakshina. (But how many 
kings are there that rule their kingdoms well?)™ 2 0 ruler 
of Mithila, I can mention hundreds and thousands of faults 
like these that attach to kings and kingdoms.™ 2 Then,, 
again, when I have no real connection with even my body, 
how then can I be said to have any contact with the bodies- 
of others ? Thou canst not charge me with having endea- 
voured to bring about an intermixture of casts. 164 Hast 
thou heard the religion of Emancipation in its entirety from, 
the lips of Panehagikha, together with its means, its methods, 
its practices, and its conclusion ?f 165 If thou hast prevailed 
over all thy bonds and freed thyself from all attachments, 
may I ask thee, 0 king, why thou preservest thy connections 
still with this umbrella and those other appendages of 
royalty ? m I think that thou hast not listened to the scrip- 
tures, or, thou hast listened to them without any advantage,, 
or, perhaps, thou hast listened to some' other treatises 
looking like the scriptures. 167 It seems that thou art 
possessed only of worldly knowledge, and that like an or~ 
dinary man of the world thou art bound by the bonds of 
touch and spouses and mansions and the like. 168 If it be 
true that thou hast been emancipated from all bonds, what 
harm have I done thee by entering thy person with only my 
Intellect? 169 With Yatis, among all orders of men, the- 
custom is to dwell in uninhabited or deserted abodes. What 
harm then have I done to whom by entering thy under- 


* The object of this Yerse is to show that as Janaka rules his king- 
dom without being attached to it, he cannot lay claim to the merit 
that belongs to kings, — T. 

t ‘ITpaya’ or ‘means’ implies here the attitude of sitting (as in Yoga). 
sUpanishad’ or ‘method’ Implies ‘gravana and manana/ i e., listening 
and thinking. ‘Upasanga’ or ‘practices’ imply the several limbs of 
f Dhy&na,’ &c, \ ‘Nigchaya,’ or ‘conclusion 9 has reference to Brahma,— T 
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standing which is truly empty of real knowledge ? 170 I have 
Jiot touched thee, 0 king, with my hands, or arms, or feet, 
or thighs, O sinless one, or with any other part of the 
body. 171 Thou art born in a high race. Thou hast modesty. 
Thou hast foresight. Whether the act has been good or bad, 
my entrance into thy body has been a private one, concerning 
ns two only. Was it not improper for thee to publish that 
private act before all thy court? 172 These Brahmanas are 
all worthy of respect. They are foremost of preceptors. 
Thou also art entitled to their respect, being their king. 
Doing them reverence, thou art entitled to receive reverence 
from them. 1 ' 0 Reflecting on all this, it was not proper for 
thee to proclaim before these foremost of men the fact of 
this congress between two persons of opposite sexes, if, in- 
deed, thou art really acquainted with the rules of propriety 
5n respect of speech. 171 O king of Mithila, I am staying in 
thee without touching thee at all even like a drop of water 
on a lotus leaf that stays on it without drenching it in the 
least. 175 If, notwithstanding this, thou still feelest my touch, 
how can it be believed that through the instructions of 
Pancha<pkha of the mendicant order, thy knowledge has 
become abstracted from the sensual objects to which it re- 
lates ? 176 Thou hast, it is plain, fallen off from the domestic 
mode of life but thou hast not yet attained to Emancipation 
that is so difficult to arrive at. Thou stayest between the 
two, pretending that thou hast reached the goal of Eman- 
cipation. The contact of one that is emancipated with 
ftn other that has been so, or of Purusha with Prakriti, can- 
not lead to an intermingling of the kind thou dreadestW 
Only those that regard the soul to be identical with the 
foody, and that think the several orders and modes of life 
to be really different from one another, are open to the error 
of supposing an intermingling to be possible. My body is 
different from thine. But my soul is not different from thy 
Boul. When I am able to realise this, I have not the slightest 
doubUhat my understanding is really not staying in thine 
1 k ave entered into thee by Yoga* 178 A pot is 


* I expand this Verse fully.— T, 
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borne In the hand. In the pot Is milk. On the milk Is a fly. 
Though the hand and pot, the pot and milk, and the milk and 
the fly, exist together, yet are they all distinct from each 
other. 180 The pot does not partake the nature of the milk. Nor 
does the milk partake the nature of the fly. The condition of 
each is dependent on itself, and can never be altered by the 
condition of that other with which it may temporarily 
exist. 181 After this manner, color and practices, though they 
may exist together with and in a person that is emancipate 1 , 
do not really attach to him. How then can an intermingling 
of orders be possible in consequence of this union of myself 
with thee ? 182 Then, again, I am not superior to thee in 
color. Nor am I a Yai^ya, nor a Oudra. I am, 0 king, of 
the same order with thee, born of a pure race. 183 There was 
a royal sage of the name of Pradhana. It is evident that 
thou hast heard of him. I am burn in his race, and my 
name is Sulabha. 184 In the sacrifices performed by my an- 
cestors, the foremost of the gods, viz., Indra, used to come, 
accompanied by Drona and Cata^ringa, and Chakradwara (and 
other presiding geniuses of the great mountains). 185 Bom in 
such a race, it was found that no husband could be obtained 
for me that would be fit for me. Instructed then in the 
religion of Emancipation, I wander over the Earth alone, 
observant of the practices of asceticism. 1 * 5 I practise no 
hypocrisy in the matter of the life of Renunciation I follow. 
I am not a thief that appropriates what belongs to others. 
I am not a confuser of the practices belonging to the differ- 
ent orders. I am firm in the practices that belong to that 
mode of life to which I properly belong. 187 I am firm and 
steady In my vows. I never utter any word without reflect- 
ing on its propriety. I did not come to thee, without hav- 
ing deliberated properly, 0 monarch ! 188 Having heard that 
thy understanding has been purified by the religion of 
Emancipation, I came here from desire of some benefit. In- 
deed, it was for enquiring of thee about Emancipation that 
I had come. 189 I do not say it for glorifying myself and 
humiliating my opponents. But I say it, impelled by sin- 
cerity only, What I say is that he that is emancipated 
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never indulges in that intellectual gladiatorship which is 
implied by a dialectical disputation for the sake of victory.. 
He, on the other hand, is really emancipate who devotes 
himself to Brahma, that sole seat of tranquillity.* 190 As a 
person of the mendicant order resides for only one night in 
an empty house (and leaves it the next morning), even after 
the same manner I shall reside for this one night in thy 
person (which, as I have already said, is like an empty 
chamber, being destitute of true knowledge). 181 Thou hast 
honored me with both speech and other offers that are due 
from a host to a guest. Having slept this one night in thy 
person, 0 ruler of Mithila, which is as it were my own 
chamber now, tomorrow I shall depart. — 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘Hearing these words fraught with 
excellent sense and with reason, king Janaka failed to re- 
turn any answer thereto. - }*’ ” i8s 


Section CCCXXII. 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘How was Cuka the son 
in days of old, won over to Renunciation ? I des: 
thee recite the story. My curiosity in this respec 
presssible. 1 It behooveth thee, O thou of Kuru : 
discourse to me on the conclusions in respect ol 
manifest (Cause), the Manifest (Effects), and of i 
(or Brahma) that is in, but unattached to, them, : 
the acts of the self-born Narayana, as they are 
thy understanding.’ 2 

“Bhishma said,— ‘Beholding his son Cuka living 
as ordinary men do in practices that are considered 
by them, Vyasa taught him the entire Yedas and 
coursed to him one day in these words. 3 

“ ‘Yyasa said, — 0 son, becoming the master of 1 






* These foes are, of course, the passions.— T< 



MAffABBABAm 


[Molc^kadharm^ 


the right course . 13 They whose understandings are always 
concerned with the present, who fearlessly regard the to- 
morrow as something quite remote, — they who do not observe 
any restrictions in the matter of food, — are really senseless 
persons that fail to understand that this world is only a 
field of probation.* 1 * Repairing to the flight of steps consti- 
tuted by Righteousness, do thou ascend those steps one after 
another. At present thou art like a worm that is employed 
in weaving its cocoon round itself and thereby depriving 
itself of ail means of escape . 15 Do thou keep to thy left, 
without any scruple, the athiest who transgresses all res- 
traints, who is situated like a house by the side of a fierce 
and encroaching current, (for the destruction he courts), 
and who (to others) seems to stand like a bamboo with its 
tall head erected in pride.f iC Do thou with the raft of Yoga, 
cross the ocean of the world whose waters are constituted by 
the five senses, having Desire and Wrath and Death for its 
fierce monsters, and owning birth for its votex . 17 Do thou 
cross, with the raft of Righteousness, the world that is 
affected by Death and afflicted by Decrepitude, and upon 
which the thunder-bolts constituted by days and nights are 
falling incessantly . 18 When Death is seeking thee at all 
moments, viz,, when thou art sitting or lying down, it is 
certain that Death may get thee for his victim at any 
time. Whence art thou to obtain thy rescue ! iS Like the 
she- wo If snatching away a lamb, Death snatches away 
one that is still engaged in earning wealth and still un- 

* Literally, ‘the world is only a field of action , 7 implying that crea- 
tures, coming here, have to act ; these actions lead to rewards and 
punishments, both here and hereafter. The way to Emancipation is, 
as has been often shown before, by exhausting the consequences of 
acts by enjoyment or sufferance and by abstaining from further acts by 
adopting the religion of jSTivritti. — T. 

t ‘Kulapatara 7 is explained by the Commentator as ‘Mahanadi- 
pnram . 7 In ‘Kararn &c., ‘venuraivoddhritam 7 (as in the Bombay text) 
or ‘venumivoddhatam 7 (is in the Bengal text) is rather unintelligible 
unless it be taken in the sense in which I have taken it. KL. P. Sxngha 
mistranslates ‘Ktilapatam , 7 and the Burdwan translator misunderstands 
both ‘kuiapatam 7 and ‘vennmivoddhatam/-“T 4 
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Satisfied In the indulgence of his pleasures. 20 When thou 
art destined to enter Into the dark, do thou hold up the 
blazing lamp made of righteous understanding and whose 
flame has been well-husbanded out 21 Falling into various 
forms one after another in the world of men, a creature ob- 
tains the status of Brahmanhood with great difficulty. Thou 
hast obtained that status. Do thou then, 0 son, endeavour 
to maintain it (properly),* 23 A Brahmana hath not been 
born for the gratification of desire. On the other hand, 
his body is intended to be subjected to mortification and 
penances in this world so that incomparable happiness may 
be his in the next world, 23 The status of Brahmanhood is 
acquired with the aid of long-continued and austere penances. 
Having acquired that status, one should never waste one's 
time in the indulgence of ones senses. Always engaged in 
penances and self-restraint and desirous of what is for thy 
good, do thou live and act, devoted to peace and tranquillity. 24 
The period of life, of every man, is like a steed. The 
nature of that steed is umnanifesfe. The (sixteen) elements 
(mentioned before) constitute its body. Its nature is ex- 
ceedingly subtile. Kshanas, and Trufcis, and Nimeshas are 
the hair on its body. The twilights constitute its shoulder- 
joints. The lighted and the dark fortnights are its two eyes 
of equal power. Months are its other limbs. That steed is 
running incessantly. 26 If fchy eyes be not blind, beholding 
then that steed incessantly moving forward in its invisible 
course, do thou set thy heart on righteousness, after hearing 
* what thy preceptors have to say on the question of the next 
world.” 0 They that fall away from righteousness and that 
conduet themselves recklessly, that always display malice 
"towards others and betake themselves to evil ways, are 
obliged to assume (physical) bodies in the regions of Yama 
and suffer diverse afflictions in consequence of their unright- 
eous acts of diverse kinds,*}" 7 That king who is devoted to 

, * L e. } to uphold it by doing the duties of a Br&hiuana,— -T. 

t ‘PracUalita-dharma &c.,’ implies those that have fallen away 
sfrorn. righteousness. The Burdwan translator misunderstands the 
Yer*e, ‘K&rau&bhih 5 is ‘kriabhih. 5 — T, ' *. 
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righteousness and who protects and chastises the good and 
the wicked with discrimination, attains to those regions that 
belong to men of righteous deeds. By doing diverse kinds of 
good acts, he attains to such felicity as is faultless and as Is 
Incapable of being attained to by undergoing even thousands 
of births.* 28 Furious dogs of frightful mien, crows of iron 
beaks, flocks of ravens and vultures and other birds, and 
blood-sucking worms, assail the man who transgresses the 
commands of his parents and preceptors when he goes to 
hell after death/f* 29 That sinful wretch who, in consequence 
of his recklessness, transgresses the ten boundaries that have 
been fixed by the Self-born himself, is obliged to pass his 
4ime in great affliction in the wild wastes that occur in the 
dominions of the king of Pitris.$ 30 That man who is taint- 
ed with cupidity, who is in love with untruth, who always 
takes a delight in deception and cheating, and who does 
-injuries to others by practising hypocrisy and deception, has 
4o go to deep hell and suffer great woe and afflictions for 
his acts of wickedness. 31 Such a man. is forced to bathe In 
the broad river called Vaitarani whose waters are scalding, 
4o enter into a forest of trees whose leaves are as sharp as 
swords, and then to lie down on a bed of battle axes. He 
Jhas thus to pass his days in frightful hell in great affliction. 52 
Thou beholdest only the regions of Brahman and other 
deities, but thou art blind to that which is the highest {viz H 
-Emancipation). Alas, thou art ever blind also to that which 
brings Death on its train {viz., decrepitude and old age) !$ 38 


* The Commentator explains that this Terse is for assuring Yu- 
dhishthira that kings are competent to obtain felicity in the next 
world. ‘Anupagatam’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘not attain- 
able in even thousands of births.’ — T. 

+ ‘Rudhirapah’ is blood-sucking worms. ‘Uparatam’ is dead. — T. 

J The ten boundaries or commandments, as mentioned by the 
Commentator, are the five positive ones, viz., Purity, Contentment, 
Penances, Study of the Yedas, Meditation on God, and the five nega- 
tives ones, viz., abstention from cruelty, from untruth, from theft, 
from non-observance of vows, and from acquisition of wealth. — T. 

, ‘Ckirasya’ is grammatically connected with ‘na vudhyase,’ mean- 
ing that *tUouart c*£ituy$ blind The Bardwan translator znisuadtr- 
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Go (along the path of Eman cipation) ! Why tarriest thou ? 
A frightful terror, destructive of thy happiness, is before, 
thee ! Do thou take prompt ste ps fop achieving thy Eman- 
cipation ! 2 * Soon after death thou art sure to be taken 
before Yama at his command. For obtaining felicity in the 
next world, strive to attain to righteousness through the 
practice of difficult and austere vows . 35 The puissant Yama, 
regardless of the sufferings of others, very soon takes the 
lives of all persons, that is, of thyself and thy friends. There 
is none capable of resisting him . 26 Very soon the wind of' 
Yama will blow before thee (and drive thee to his presence). 
Very soon wilt thou be taken to that dread presence all 
alone. Do thou then achieve what will be for thy good 
there . 37 Where now is that Death-wind which will blow 
before thee very soon? (Art thou mindful of it?) Very 
soon will the points of the compass, when that moment 
arrives, begin to whirl before thy eyes. (Art thou mindful 
of that ?) 38 O son, soon (when that moment comes) will thy 
Vedas disappear from thy sight as thou goest helplessly into 
that dread presence. Do thou, therefore, set thy heart on 
Yoga abstraction which is possessed of great excellence .* 38 
Do thou seek to attain that one only treasure so that thou 
mayst not have to grieve at the recollection (after Death) 
of thy former deeds good and bad all of which are charac- 
terised by error.f 48 Decrepitude very soon weakens thy 
body and robs thee of thy strength and limbs and beauty. 
Do thou, therefore, seek that one only treasure . 41 Very soon 
the Destroyer, with Disease for his charioteer, will with a 
strong hand, for taking thy life, pierce and break thy body. 
Do thou, therefore, practise austere* penances . 43 Very soon 
will those terrible wolves that reside within thy body, 

stands it completely and takes it as equivalent to ‘aehirena.* K. F, 
Singha skips over it.— T. ’ 

* The Burdwan translator gives a ridiculous version of this 
Verse.— 1 T. , ' :; .-v ■- :: ' -'"v ■ '.v' ^ Hy ? 

t ‘Kev&lam nidhim’fis literally, *one only treasure.* It may imply 
either Samadhi or Brahma, Acts, whether good or Bad, all arise 
> from error. Abstention from acts is the true way to Emancipation.*-*^ 
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assail thee from every side. Do thou endeavour, therefore, to 
achieve acts of righteousness.* 13 Very soon wilt thou,' all 
alone, behold a thick darkness, and very soon wilt thou be* 
hold golden trees on the top of the hill. Do thou, therefore, 
hasten to achieve acts of righteousness.f 41 Very soon will 
those evil companions and foes of thine, (viz., the senses) 
dressed in the guise of friends, swerve thee from correct 
vision. Do thou, then, 0 son, strive to achieve that which 
is of the highest good. 45 Do thou earn that wealth which 
has no fear from either kings or theives, and which one has 
not to abandon even at Death. 41 Earned by ones own acts 
that wealth has never to be divided among co-owners! 
Each enjoys that wealth (in the other world) which each has 
earned for himself 47 0 son, give that to others by which 
they may be able to live in the next world. Do thou also set 
thyself to the acquisition of that wealth which is indestruc- 
tible and durable. 48 Do not think that thou shouldst first 
enjoy all kinds of pleasures and then turn thy heart on 
Emancipation, for before thou art satiated with enjoyment 
thou mayst be overtaken by Death. Do thou, in view of this, 
hasten to do acts of goodness.* 49 Neither mother, nor son’ 
nor relatives, nor dear friends even when solicited with 
honors, accompany the man that dies. To the regions of 
Yama one has to go oneself, unaccompanied by any one. 64 
Only those deeds, good and bad, that one did before death 
accompany the man that goes to the other world. 61 The gold 
and gems that one has earned by good and bad means do 
not become productive of any benefit to one when one’s 
body meets with dissolution. 52 Of men that have gone to 
the other world, there is no witness, better than the soul, 
of all acts done and undone in life. 53 That when the 

* The passions are spoken of as wolves - T 

» Th. Eight of gold,„ t«., i, , „„ 

+ Literally rendered, the Verse would run thus • ‘Before the i 
m g is complete of the Y.vaka of a rich man, 1„ ^ ^ 

meookea thou mayst meet with death. Do thou, therefore, hasten > 
.flow»r'o7tar!e “ ‘ Parti ° U,W ^ ° f f °° d of ghee and 
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acting-ChaUanya (Jiva-soul) enters into the witness-Chai- 
tanya, the destruction of the body takes place, is seen 
by Yoga-intelligence when Yogins enter the firmament of 
their hearts .* 64 Even here, the god of Fire, the Sun, and 
the Wind, — these three reside in the body. These, behold- 
ing as they do all the practices of one's life, become one's 


witnesses . 66 Days and Nights, — the former characterised by 


the virtue of displaying all things and the latter charac- 
terised by the virtue of concealing all things, — are running 
incessantly and touching all things (and thereby lessening 
their allotted periods of existence). Do thou, therefore, be 
observant of the duties of thy own order.f 66 The road in 
the other world (that leads to the regions of Yama), is in* 
fested by many foes (in the form of iron-beaked birds and 
wolves) and by many repulsive and terrible insects and 
worms. Do thou take care of thy own acts, for only acts 
will accompany you along that road . 67 There one has not 
to share one's acts with others, but every one enjoys or 
endures the fruits of those acts which every one has himself 
performed. 6 * As Apsaras and great Rishis attain to fruits of 
great felicity, after the same manner, men of righteous 
deeds, as the fruits of their respective righteous acts, obtain 
in the other world cars of transcendent brightness that move 
everywhere at the will of the riders . 60 Men of stainless 
deeds and cleansed souls and pure birth obtain in the next 
world fruits that correspond with their own righteous acts 
in this life . 60 By walking along the high road constituted 
by the duties of domesticity, men acquire happy ends by 
attaining to the region of Prajapati or Yrihaspati or of him of 
a hundred sacrifices . 61 I can give thee thousands and thou*; 
sands of instructions. Know, however, that the puissant* 


* In Yerse 53 it is said that the Soul is the witness in the other 
world of all acts and omissions in this life. In Yerse 54, what is said 
is that the existence of the Soul, when the body is not, is possible, foy 
Yogins, in Yoga, live in their Souls, unconscious the while of their 
bodies. The entrance of the acting-Chaifcanya mto that Chaitany* 
which survives as the witness means the death of the body. T. 

t The Btirdwan translator gives an erroneous version of this Verse. t* 
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cleanser (viz., Righteousness), keeps all foolish persons in 
the Dark.** 2 Thou hast passed four and twenty years. 
Thou art now full five and twenty years of age. Thy years 
are passing away. Do thou begin to lay thy store of righte- 
ousness. 6 * The Destroyer that dwells within error and heed- 
lessness will very soon deprive thy senses of their respective 
powers. Do thou, before that consummation is brought 
about, hasten to observe thy duties, relying on thy body 
alone.f 61 When it is thy duty to go along that road in 
which thyself only shalt be in front and thyself only in the 
rear, what need then hast thou with either thy body or thy 
spouse and children ?t 6S When men have to go individually 
and without companions to the region of Yama, it is plain 
that in view of such a situation of terror, thou shouldst 
seek to acquire that one only treasure (viz., Righteousness 
or Yoga-samadhi). 88 The puissant Yama, regardless of the 
afflictions of others, snatches away the friends and relatives 
of one’s race by the very roots. There is no one that can 
resist him. Do thou, therefore, seek to acquire a stock of 
righteousness. 87 I impart to the® these lessons, 0 son, that 
are all agreeable with the scriptures I follow. Do thou 
observe them by acting according to their import. 68 He who 
.supports his body by following the duties laid down for his 
own order, and who makes gifts for earning whatever fruits 


* I think the sense is that only righteousness can bring a man to 
the path that leads to happiness, and not mere instructions howsoever 
repeated. — T. 

t The Commentator explains that ‘Pram&dagah 5 is equivalent to 
*Pramadagri ha vasin* and refers to ‘Antakah.* ‘Chamum 5 is Tndriya- 


sen£m. 5 ‘Grab it and is body. ‘Yafeha grahitam* is ‘dehamanatikra- 


my a.* In this Yerse ‘pur a 1 may mean either ‘in the near future* or 
*soon, 5 or ‘pur a* may mean ‘before,’ i, e •, ‘before the Destroyer makes 
thy senses so, &c. s — T. 

I ‘The road in which thyself shalt be in front and thyself in the l 
rear* is the road of Self-knowledge. The Burdwan translator does not 
Understand how the first line comes to mean ‘Knowledge of. Self; 
accordingly, though he uses the word ‘atmajnanaV (following the Com- 
mentator), yet he erroneously repeats some of the words of used in 
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may attach to such acts, becomes freed from the consequen- 
ces that are born of ignorance and error.* 69 The knowledge 
which a man of righteous deeds acquires from Yedic decla- 
rations leads to omniscience. That omniscience is identical 
with the science of the highest object of human aquisition 
(viz., Emancipation), Instruction, imparted to the grate- 
ful, become beneficial (in consequence of their leading to 
the attainment of that highest object of human acquisi- • 
tion).f 70 The pleasure that one takes in living amidst the 
habitations of men is truly a fast-binding cord. Breaking 
that cord, men of righteous deeds repair to regions of great 
felicity. Wicked men, however, fail to break that bond. 71 
What use hast thou of wealth, 0 son, or with relatives, or 
with children, since thou hast to die ? Do thou employ 
thyself in seeking for thy soul which is hidden in a cave. 
Where have all thy grandsires gone? 72 Do that today 
which thou wouldst keep for tomorrow. Do that in the 
forenoon which thou wouldst keep for the afternoon. Death 
does not wait for any one, to see whether one has or has not 
accomplished ones task. n Following the body after one's 
death (to the crematorium), one’s relatives and kinsmen 
and friends come back, throwing it on the funeral pyre. 74 
Without a scruple do thou avoid those men that are sceptics 
that are destitute of compassion, and that are devoted to 
wicked ways, and do thou endeavour to seek, without list- 
lessness or apathy, that which is for thy highest good. 76 
When, therefore, the world is thus afflicted by Death, do 
thou, with thy whole heart, achieve righteousness, aided all 


* The last word of the second line is ‘mnchyate’ and not ‘yujyate.* 
If ‘yuiy 3 ^ 6 ’ be adhered to, the meaning would be ‘freed from the 
consequences of ignorance and error, he would succeed in attaining to 
Brahma.’ — T. ; w j-'. r- ;; v - A'- 

t This is a very abstruse Verse. I have renderd it, following the 
lead of the Commentator. ‘Crutam,’ he explains, is ‘the knowledge a 
born of Vedie declarations like Tattwamasi ScJ ‘Sarvama^nute’ is 
equivalent; to ‘samastaro Brahnxandam vyapnoti,’ meaning ‘such know- 
ledge leads to fyarvMmyam, i. e omniscience . 5 ‘Xadetat is ‘that 
omniscience is the darganccm of parampurushartha or Mokhsa.’ *&ri j 
tajna upadishtam arfekam 5 is ‘samhitam.’—T, 
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the while by unswerving patience.™ That man who Is well 
conversant with the means of attaining to Emancipation and 
who duly discharges the duties of his order, certainly attains 
to greit felicity in the other world . 77 For thee that dost not 
recognise death in the attainment of a different body and 
that dost not deviate from the path trod by the righteous, 
there is no destruction. He that increases the stock of 
righteousness is truly wise. He, on the other hand, that 
falls away from righteousness is said to be a fool . 78 One that 
is engaged in the accomplishment of good deeds attains to 
heaven and other rewards as the fruits of those deeds; but 
he that is devoted to wicked deeds has to sink in hell . 79 
Having acquired the status of humanity, so difficult of ac- 
quisition, fchat is the stepping-stone to heaven, one should 
fix one’s soul on Brahma so that one may not fall away once 
nure , 30 That man whose understanding, directed to the 
path of heaven, does not deviate therefrom, is regarded by 
the wise as truly a man of righteousness and when he^ dies 
his friends should indulge in grief . 81 That man whose under- 
standing is not restless and which is directed to Brahma and 
who has attained to heaven, becomes freed from a great terror 
(viz., hell). 8 * They that are born in retreats of ascetics and 
that die there, do not earn much merit by abstaining all their 
life from enjoyments and the indulgence of desire . 83 He, how* 
ever, who though possessed of objects of enjoyment casts them 
off and engages himself in the practice of penances, succeeds 
in acquiring everything. The fruits of the penances of such 
a man are, I think, much higher . 84 Mothers and sires and 
$ons and spouses, by hundreds and thousands, every one had 
and will ha Who, however, were they and 

whose are we I am quite alone. I have no one whom 

I may call mine. Nor do I belong to any one else. I da 
not see that person whose I am, nor do I see him whom I 

* The sense is that in course of our repeated rebirths we have got 
these relations repeatedly and will get them as repeatedly. But we 
are, in reality, quite unconnected with them. Their union with us is 
like the union of pieces of wood floating in a river, now joined to* 
gesker temporarily, now separated.— X» 




Pdrva.] 


CANT i P.ARVA* 


.083 


may call mine. 88 They have nothing to do with thee. Thou 
hast nothing to do with them. All creatures take birth agree- 
ably to their acts of past lives. Thou also shalt have to go 
hence (for taking birth in a new order) determined by thy 
own acts. 87 In this world it is seen that the friends and 
followers of only those that are rich behave towards the rich 
with devotion. The friends and followers of those, however, 
that are poor fall away during even the life-time of the 
poor. 85 Man commits numerous evil acts for the sake of 
his wife (and children), From those evil acts he derives 
much distress both here and hereafter, 89 The wise man 
beholds the world of life devastated by the acts performed 
by every living being. Do thou, therefore, 0 son, act accord- 
ing to all the instructions I have given thee ! a0 The man 
possessed of true vision, beholding this world to be only a 
field of action, should, from desire of felicity in the next 
world, do acts that are good. 81 Time, exerting his irresist- 
ible strength, cooks ail creatures (in his own cauldron),, 
with the aid of his ladle constituted by months and seasons, 
the sun for his fire, and days and nights for his fuel, — days 
and nights, that is, that are the witnesses of the fruits of 
every act done by every creature. 92 For what purpose is 
that wealth which is not given away and which is not en- 
joyed ? For what purpose is that strength which is not 
employed in resisting or subjugating one's foes? For what 
purpose is that knowledge of the scriptures which does not 
impel one to deeds of righteousness ? And for what pur- 
pose is that soul which does not subjugate the senses and 
abstain from evil acts ? — ,fls 

“ Bhishma continued, — 'Having heard these beneficial 
words spoken by the Island-born (Vyasa), Guka, leaving his 
sire, proceeded to seek a preceptor that could teach him the 
religion of Emancipation/ ,, * 24: 


t ‘Mokshadaigikam’ is explained by the Commentator as ‘Mokshah- 
deshataram/ KL. P. Singha wrongly renders this word. This Section 
is called ‘pavakadhyayanam/ meaning ‘ehitta-godhakadhyayanam,’ that 
is, the Lesson which, when read and mastered, is to lead to the cleans- 
ing of the heart.— T. 
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Section CCCXXIIL 


“Yudhishthira said — 1 'If there is any efficacy in gifts, m 
sacrifices, in penances well-performed, and in dutiful services 
rendered to preceptors and other reverend seniors, do thou, 
,0 grandsire, speak of the same to me l n 

“Bhishma said, — ‘An understanding associated with evil 
’causes the mind to fall into sin. In this state one stains 
one's acts, and then falls into great distress. 2 Those that 
^re of sinful acts have to take birth as persons of very in- 
digent circumstances. From famine to famine, from pain to 
-pain, from fear to fear, is their change. They are more dead 
than those that are dead. 3 Possessed of affluence, from joy to 
joy, from heaven to heaven, from happiness to happiness, pro- 
ceed they that are possessed of faith, that are self-restrained, 
-and that are devoted to righteous deeds. 4 They that are 
•unbelievers have to pass, with groping hands, through re- 
gions infested by beasts of prey and elephants and pathless 
tracts teeming with snakes and robbers and other causes of 
fear. What more need be said of these ? 5 They, on the other 
•hand, that are endued with reverence for gods and guests, 
that are liberal, that have proper regard for persons that are 
good, and that make gifts in sacrifices, have for theirs the 
path (of felicity) that belongs to men of cleansed and sub- 
dued souls. 6 Those that are not righteous should not be 
Counted among men even as grains without kennel are not 
counted among grain and as cockroaches are not counted 
among birds. 7 The acts that one does, follow one even when, 
one runs fast. Whatever acts one does, lie down with the 
doer when the doer lays himself down. 8 Indeed, the sins one 
does, sit when the doer sits, and run when he runs. The 
sins act when the doer acts, and, in fact, follow the doer 
like his shadow. 9 Whatever the acts one does by whatever 
means and under whatever circumstances, are sure to be 
enjoyed and endured (in respect of their fruits) by the doer 
his next life. 10 From every side Time is always dragging 
t creatures, duly observing the rule in respect of the dis- 

y ^rethrown and which is commensurate 
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with their acts.* 11 As flowers and fruits, without being- p 

urged, never suffer their proper time to pass away without" j! j 

making their appearance, even so the acts one has done- Is 

in past life make their appearance at the proper time. 12 jj * 

Honor and dishonor, gain and loss, destruction and growth, j; j 

are seen to set in. No one can resist them (when they 
come). None of them is enduring, for disappear it must 
after appearance, 13 The sorrows one suffers is the result of 
one’s acts. The happiness one enjoys flows from one’s acts. 

From the time when one lies within the mother’s womb one 
begins to enjoy and endure one ? s acts of a past life. 14 What- 
ever acts good and bad one does in childhood, youth, or old 
age, one enjoys and endures their consequences in one’s next 
life in similar ages, 15 As the calf recognises its dam even 
when the latter may stand among thousands of her species, 
after the same manner the acts done by one in one’s past 
life come to one in one’s next life (without any mistake) 
although one may live among thousands of one’s species. 16 
As a piece of dirty cloth is whitened by being washed in 
water, after the same manner, the righteous, cleansed by 
continuous exposure unto the fire of fasts and penances, at 
last attain to unending happiness. 17 0 thou of high intelli- 
gence, the desires and purposes of those whose sins have 
been washed off by long-continued penances well-performed, 
become crowned with fruition. 18 The track of the righteous 
cannot be discerned even as that of birds in the sky or. that 
of fishes in the water. 19 There is no need of speaking ill of 
others ; nor of reciting the instances in which others have 
tripped. On the other hand, one should always do what is. 

.delightful, agreeable, and beneficial to one’s own self.f* ” 20 


* Time, as a personified agent, is throwing all creatures at unequal 
distances. Some are thrown near and some to a great distance. These 
distances are regulated by the nature of the acts done by the creatures 
thrown. Some are east among insects, some among animals, some 
among men. Throwing or hurling them thus, Time drags them again, 
the binding-cords being always in his hands. — T. 

* Both the Vernacular translators have misunderstood the first line 
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Section CCCXXIV. 

“ Yudhishthira said,— ‘Tell me, O grandsire, how the 
high-souled Ouka of austere penances took birth as the son 
of Vyasa, and how did he succeed in attaining to 'the highest 
success l l Upon what woman did Vyasa, endued with wealth 
of asceticism, beget that son of his ? We do not know who 
was Cuba’s mother, nor do we know anything of the birth 
of that high-souled ascetic. 2 How was it that, when he was 
a mere boy, his mind became directed to the knowledge of the 
subtile (Brahma) ? Indeed, in this world no second person 
can be seen in whom such predilections could be marked at 
so early an age. 3 I desire to hear all this in detail, O thou of 
great intelligence. I am never satiated with hearing thy 
excellent and nectar-like words. 4 Tell me, 0 grandsire, in 
their proper order, of the greatness, and the knowledge of 
Cuka and of his union with the (Supreme) Soul !’ 5 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘The Rishis did not make merit 
depend upon years or decrepitude or wealth or friends. They 
said that he amongst them was great that studied the Vedas. 6 
All this that thou enquirest about has penances for its root. 
That penance, again, 0 son of Pandu, arises from the sub- 
jugation of the senses. 7 Without doubt, one incurs fault 
by giving one’s senses the reins. It is only by restraining 
them that one succeeds in earning success. 8 The merit that 
attaches to a thousand Horse- sacrifices or a hundred Vajapeyas 
cannot come up to even a sixteenth portion of the merit that 
arises from Yoga." I shall, on the present occasion, recite 
to thee the circumstances of Cuka’s birth, the fruits he 
won of his penances, and the foremost end he achieved (by 
■ his acts), — topics that are incapable of being understood 
by persons of uncleansed souls. 10 Once on a time on the 

of this Verse althoxigh there is no difficulty in it. Apastamva says 
‘drishto dUarma-yyatikramah : Sahasaneha purvesham.’ What Bhish- 
noa say a here is that one should not speak of those instances of ‘Vyati- 
kramak’ and 'Sakasam.’— X. ■ 
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summit of Meru adorned with Kavnikdra flowers, Mahadeva 
sported, accompanied by the terrible spirits that were his 
associates. 11 The daughter of the king of mountains, viz,, 
the goddess Parvati, was also there. There, at the close 
vicinity of that summit, the Island-born (Vyasa) underwent 
extraordinary austerities. 12 0 best of the Kurus, devoted 
to the practices of Yoga, the great ascetic, withdrawing 
himself by Yoga into his own Soul, and engaged in Dha* 
rana, practised many austerities for the sake of (obtaining) 
a son. 13 The prayer he addressed to the great God was,— 
O puissant one, let me have a son that will have the puis- 
sance of Fire and Earth and Water and Wind and Space. 14 
Engaged in the austerest of penances, the Island-born Rishi 
begged of that great God who is incapable of being ap- 
proached by persons of unci eansed souls, (not by words but) 
by his Yoga-resolution. 15 The puissant Vyasa remained there 
for a hundred years, subsisting on air alone, engaged in 
adoring Mahadeva of multifarious form, the lord of Uma. 18 
Thither all the regenerate Rishis and royal sages and the 
Regents of the world and the Sadhyas along with the 
Vasus, and the Adityas, the Rudras, and Surya and Chan- 
dramas, and the Maruts, and the Oceans, and the Rivers, 1 * 
and the A<$wins, the Deities, the Gandharvas, and Narada, 
and Parvata, and the Gandharva Vi<jwavasu, and the Sid- 
dhas, and the Apsaras. 18 There Mahadeva, called also by 
the name of Rudra, sat, decked with an excellent garland 
of Karnikara flowers, and blazed with refulgence like the 
Moon with his rays. 19 In those delightful and celestial woods 
populous with deities and heavenly Rishis, the great Rishi 
remained, engaged in high Yoga-contemplation, from desire 
of obtaining a son. 20 His strength suffered no diminution, 
nor did he feel any pain. At this the three worlds were 
much amazed. 21 While the Rishi, possessed of immeasurable 
energy, sat in Yoga, his matted locks, in consequence of 
his energy, were seen to blaze like flames of fire. 22 The 
illustrious Markandeya it was from whom I heard of this. 
He used always to recite to me the acts of the deities. 23 It 
|s for this that the matted locks of the high-souled and 
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(Island-born) Krishna, thus enblazed by his energy on that 
occasion, seem to this day to be endued with the complexion 
of fire. 24 Gratified with such penances and such devotion, 
0 Bharata, of the Rishi, the great God resolved (to grant 
him his wish). 26 The Three-eyed deity, smiling with pleasure, 
addressed him and said,— 0 Island-born one, thou shaft get 
a son like to what thou wishest ! 28 Possessed of greatness, 
he shall be as pure as Fire, as Wind, as Earth, as Water, and 
as Space ! w He shall be possessed of the consciousness of 
his being Brahma’s self; his understanding and soul shall be 
devoted to Brahma, and he shall completely depend upon 
Brahma so as to be identifiable with it ! — ’ ” 28 


Section COCXXV. 

“Bhishma said,— 'The son of Satyavati, having obtained 
this high boon from the great God, was one day employed in 
rubbing his sticks for making a fire. 1 While thus engaged, 
the illustrious Rishi, 0 king, beheld the Apsara Ghritachi, 
■who, in consequence of her energy, was then possessed of 
great beauty. 2 Beholding the Apsara in those woods, the 
illustrious Rishi Yyasa, 0 Yudhishthira, became suddenly 
smitten with desire. 3 The Apsara (Ghritachi), seeing the 
Rishi s heart troubled by desire, transformed herself into a 
she-parrot and came to that spot. 4 Although he beheld the 
Apsara disguised in another form, the desire that had arisen 
in the Rishi’s heart (without disappearing) spread itself 
over every part of his body. 6 Summoning all his patience, 
the ascetic endeavoured to suppress that desire. With all 
his effort, however, Vyasa did not succeed in controlling his 
agitated mind. In consequence of the inevitability of what 
was to happen, the Rishi’s heart was attracted by Ghrita- 
chi s fair form. 6 He set himself more earnestly to the task 
of making a fire for suppressing his emotion, but in spite of 
all his efforts his vital seed came out. 7 That best of regene- 
rate ones, however, 0 king, continued to rub his stick with- 
out feeling any scruples for what had happened. From the 
seed that fell, was born a son unto him, called Cuka. 8 In 
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consequence of this circumstance attending his hirfch, he 
came to be called by the name of Cuka. Indeed, it was 
thus that that great ascetic, that foremost of Rishis and 
highest of Yogins, took his birth from the two sticks (his 
father had for making fire). 2 As in a sacrifice a blazing fire 
sheds its effulgence all around when libations of clarified 
butter are poured upon it, after the same manner did Cuka 
take his birth, blazing with effulgence in consequence of his 
own energy. 10 Assuming the excellent form and complexion 
that were his sire’, Cuka, 0 son of Kuru, of cleansed Soul, 
shone like a smokeless fire. 11 The foremost of rivers, viz., 
Ganga, O king, coming to the breast of Meru, in her own 
embodied form, bathed Cuka (after his birth) with her 
waters. 12 There fell from the welkin, 0 son of Kuru, an 
ascetic’s stick and a dark deer-skin for the use, 0 monarch, 
of the high-souled Cuka. 13 The Gandharvas sang repeatedly 
and the diverse tribes of Apsaras danced ; and celestial kettle- 
drums of loud sound began to beat. 1 * The Gandharva Yi- 
(jwavasu, and Tumvuru and Narada, and .those other Gan- 
dharvas called by the names of Haha, and Huhu, eulogised 
the birth of Cuka. 16 There the regents of the world with 
Oakra at their head came, as also the deities and the celes- 
tial and the regenerate Rishis. 10 The Wind-god poured 
showers of celestial flowers upon the spot. 17 The entire uni- 
verse, mobile and immobile, became filled with joy.' 3 The 
high-souled Mahadeva of great effulgence, accompanied by 
.the Goddess, and moved by affection, came there and soon 
after the birth of the Muni’s son invested him with the 
sacred thread. 13 Oakra, the chief of the gods, gave him, 
from affection, a celestial Kamandalu of excellent form, and 
some celestial robes. 10 Swans and Catapatras and cranes 
by thousands, and many parrots and Chasas, 0 Bbarata, 
wheeled over Ms bead. 21 Endued with great splendour and 
intelligence, Cuka, having obtained his birth from the two 
sticks, continued to live there, engaged the while in the 
attentive observance of many vows and fasts. 22 As soon as 
Cuka was born, the Yedas with all their mysteries and all 
their abstracts, came for dwelling in him, 0 king, even as 
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they dwell in his sire. 1 * - For all that., Cuka selected Vrihas- 
pati, who was conversant with all the Vedas together with 
their branches and commentaries, for his preceptor, remem- 
bering the universal .practice.* 24 Having studied all the 
Vedas together with all their mysteries and abstracts, as 
also all the histories and the science of governmet, 0 puis- 
sant monarch, 25 the great ascetic, returned home, after giv- 
ing his preceptor the tuition-fee. Adopting the vow of a 
Brahmacharin, he then commenced to practise the austerest 
penances, concentrating all his attention thereon. 20 In even 
his childhood, he became an object of respect with the gods 
and Rishis for his knowledge and penances. 27 The mind of 
the great ascetic, 0 king, took no pleasure in the three 
modes of life with the domestic among them, keeping in 
view, as he did, the religion of Emancipation.’ ” 2S 


Section CCCXXVI. 

“Bhishma said, ‘Thinking’* of Emancipation, Cuka ap- 
proached his sire, and possessed as he was of humility and 
desirous of achieving his highest good, he saluted his great 
preceptor and said/ -Thou art well versed in the religion of 
Emancipation. Do thou, 0 illustrious one, discourse** to me 
upon it, so that supreme tranquillity of mind, O puissant 
one, may be mine !*— Hearing these words of his son, the 
great Rishi said unto him,— Du thou study, 0 son, the ’reli- 
gion of Emancipation and all the diverse duties of life ! 3 — 
At the command of his sire, Cuka, that foremost of all 
righteous men, mastered all the treatises on Yoga, 0 Bha- 
rata, as also the science promulgated by Kapila. 4 When 
Vyasa beheld his son to be possessed of the resplendence of 
the Vedas, endued with the energy of Brahma, and fully 
conversant with the religion of Emancipation, he addressed 
him, 5 saying,— Go thou to Janaka the ruler of Mithila. 


* -though the Vedas came to Cuka of their own accord, yet h 

was, in deference to the universal custom, obliged to formally acquir 
a preceptor.— T. 



The king of Mithila will tell thee everything for thy Eman« 
cipation. 0 — Bearing the command of his sire, 0 king, Cuka 
proceeded to Mithila for enquiring of its king about the truth 
of duties and the Refuge of Emancipation/ Before he^ set 
out, his sire further told him,— Do thou go thither by that 
path which ordinary human beings take; Do not have re- 
course to thy Yoga-puissance for proceeding through the 
skies. — At this Cuka was not at all surprised (for he was 
humble by nature). 8 He was further told that he should 
proceed thither with simplicity and not from desire of plea- 
sure.— Along your way do not seek for friends and spouses* 
since friends and spouses are causes of attachment to the 
world. 0 Although the ruler of Mithila is one in whose sacri- 
fices we officiate, still thou shouldst not indulge in any 
feeling of superiority while living with him. Thou shouldst 
live under his direction and in obedience to him. Even he 
will dispel all thy doubts.* 10 That king is well versed in 
all duties and well acquainted with the scriptures on Eman- 
cipation, He is one for whom I officiate in sacrifices. Thou 
shouldst, without any scruple, do what he bids. 11 — Thus 
instructed, the righteous-souled Cuka proceeded to Mithila 
on foot although he was able to traverse through the skies 
over the whole Earth with her seas, 12 Grossing many hills 
and mountains, many rivers, many waters and lakes, and 
many woods and forests abounding with beasts of prey ^nd 
other animals, 13 crossing the two Varshas of Merit and Hari 
successively and next the Varsha of Himavat, he came at last 
to the Varska known by the name of Bharata. 14 Having 
seen many countries inhabited by Chins and Huns, the 
great ascetic at last reached Aryavarta, 15 In obedience to 
the commands of his sire and bearing them constantfy in 
his mind, he gradually passed along his way on the Earth 

* Vyasa was the priest or Ritwija of the house of Mithila and as 
such the kings of Mithila were his ‘Yajyas* or ‘Yajamanas/ The duty 
of a ‘Yajamana 1 is to reverence every member of the priest’s family. 
The sire, therefore, cautions the son that he should not, while living 
with the king of Mithila, assert his superiority over him in -any res- 
peek— T. • ■' 
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like a bird passing through the air. 16 Passing through many 
delightful towns and populous cities, he saw diverse kinds 
of wealth without waiting to observe them. 17 On his way 
..he passed through many delightful gardens and planes and 
many sacred waters. 18 Before much time had passed he 
reached the country of the Yidehas that was protected by 
the virtuous and high-souled Jan aka. 13 There he beheld 
many populous villages, and many kinds of food and drink 
and viands and habitations of cowherds swelling with men 
and many herds of cattle. 20 He beheld many fields abound- 
ing with paddy and barley and other grain, and many lakes 
and waters inhabited by swans and cranes and adorned with 
beautiful lotuses. 21 Passing through the Videha country 
teeming with well-to-do people, he arrived at the delightful 
gardens of Mithila rich with many species of trees. 22 
Abounding with elephants and horses and cars, and peopled 
by men and women, he passed through them without wait- 
ing to observe any of the things that were presented to his 
eye. 23 Bearing that burthen in his mind and ceaselessly 
dwelling upon it (viz., the desire of mastering the religion 
of Emancipation), Cuka of cheerful soul and taking delight 
in internal survey only, reached Mithila at last. 24 Arrived 
at the gate, he sent word through the keepers. Endued with 
tranquillity of mind, devoted to contemplation and Yoga* 
he entered the city, having obtained permission. 26 Proceed- 
ing along the principal street abounding with well-to-do 
men, he reached the king’s palace and entered it without 
any scruples. 26 The porters forbade him with rough words. 
Thereat, Guka, without any anger, stopped and waited. 21 
Neither the sun nor the long distance he had walked had 
fatigued him in the least. Neither hunger, nor thirst, nor 
the exertion he had made, had weakened him. The heat of 
the Sun had not scorched or pained or distressed him in any 
degree. 28 Among those porters there was one who felt com- 
passion for him, beholding him staying there like the midday 
Sun in his effulgence. 29 Worshipping him in due form and 
saluting him properly, with joined hands he led him to the 
. fest" chamber of the palace, 30 Seated there, Guka > 0 son*. 
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began to think of Emancipation only. Possessed' of equable 
splendour he looked with an equal eye upon a shaded spot 
and one exposed to the Sun’s rays, 31 Very soon after, the 
king’s minister, coming to that place with joined hands, led 
him to the second chamber of the palace, 22 That chamber 
led to a spacious garden which formed a portion of the 
inner apartments of the palace. It looked like a second 
Ohaitraratha. Beautiful pieces of water occurred here and 
there at regular intervals. Delightful trees, all of which 
were in their flowering season, stood in that garden. 25 Be- 
vies of damsels, of transcendent beauty, were in attendance* 
The minister led Cuka from the second chamber to that 
delightful spot.. Ordering those damsels to give the ascetic 
a seat, the minister left him there. 24 Those well-dressed 
damsels were of beautiful features, possessed of excellent 
hips, young in ears, clad in red robes of fine texture, and 
decked with many ornaments of burnished gold. 25 They 
were well skilled in agreeable conversation and maddening 
revelry, and thorough mistresses of the arts of dancing and 
singing. Always opening their lips with smiles, they were 
equal to the very Apsaras in beauty. 25 Well-skilled In all 
the acts of dalliance, competent to read the thoughts of 
men upon whom they wait, possessed of every accomplish- 
ment, fifty damsels, of a very superior order and of easy 
virtue, surrounded the ascetic. 27 Presenting him with water 
for washing his feet, and worshipping him respectfully with 
the offer of the usual articles, they gratified him with ex-* 
celient viands agreeable to the season. 28 After he had eaten, 
those damsels then, one after another, singly led him through 
the grounds, showing him every object of interest, 0 Bha- 
rata. 29 Sporting and laughing and singing, those damsels, 
conversant with the thoughts of all men, entertained that 
auspicious ascetic of noble soul. 40 The pure-souled ascetic 
born in the fire-sticks, observant without scruples of any 
kind of his duties, having all his senses under complete 
control, and a thorough master of his wrath, was neither 
pleased nor angered at all this. 41 Then those foremost of 
beautiful women gave him an excellent seat. 42 Washing 
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his feet and other limbs, Cuba said his evening prayers, sat 
on that excellent seat, and began to think of the object for 
which he had come there. 4 " In the first part of the night, 
he devoted himself to Yoga. The puissant ascetic, passed 
the middle portion of the night in sleep. 44 Very soon wak- 
ing up from his slumber, he went through the necessary 
rites of cleansing his body, and though surrounded by those 
beautiful women, he once again devoted himself to Yoga. 45 
It was in this way, 0 Bharata, that the son of the Island- 
born Krishna passed the latter part of that day and the 
whole of that night in the palace of king Janaka.’ ” H 


Section CCCXXVII, 


“Bhishma said, — ‘The next morning, king Janaka, 0 Bha- 
rata, accompanied by his minister and the whole household, 
came to Cuka, placing his priest in the van. 1 Bringing with 
him costly seats and diverse kinds of jewells and gems, and 
bearing the ingredients of the'- Arghy a on his own head, the 
monarch approached the son of his reverend preceptor. 2 
The king, taking with his own hands, from the hands of his 
priest, that seat adorned with many gems, overlaid with an 
excellent sheet, beautiful in all its parts, and exceedingly 
costly, presented it with great reverence to his preceptor’s 
son Oukav" 4 After the son of (the Island-born) Krishna had 
taken his seat on it, the king worshipped him according to 
-prescribed rites. At first offering him water to wash his feet, 
he then presented him the Arghya and kine. 5 The ascetic 
-accepted that worship offered with due rites and mantras. 
That foremost of regenerate persons, having thus accepted 
the worship offered by the king,® and taking the kine also 
that were presented to him, then saluted the monarch. 
Possessed of great energy, he next enquired after the king’s 
■(welfare and prosperity. 4 Indeed, 0 king, Ouka embraced in 
his enquiry the welfare of the monarch’s followers and officers 
&lso. .Receiving Ouka’s permission, Janaka sat down with 
t . Mi his followers. 8 Endued with a high soul and possessed 
bf high birth, the monarch, with joined hands, sat down 
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on the bare ground and enquired after the welfare and un- 
abated prosperity of Vyasa’s son.® The monarch then asked 
his guest the object of his visit. 1 * 

“ ‘Cuka said, — Blessed be thou, my sire said unto me that 
his Yajamana, the ruler of the Videhas, known all over the 
world by the name of Janaka, is well versed in the religion of 
Emancipation. 11 He commanded me to come to him without 
delay, if I had any doubts requiring solution in the matter 
of thejreligion of either Pravritti or Nivritti. He gave me 
to understand that the king of Mithila would dispel all my 
doubts. 12 I have, therefore, come hither, at the command of 
my sire, for the purpose of taking lessons from thee. It 
behooveth thee, 0 foremost of all righteous persons, to in- 
struct me l 13 What are the duties of a Brahmana, and what 
is the- essence of those duties that have Emancipation for 
their object. How also is Emancipation to be obtained ? 

Is it obtainable by the aid of knowledge or by that of 
penances ?— 14 

“ ‘Janaka said,— Hear what the duties are of a Brahmana 
from the time of his birth. After his investiture, O son. 
with the sacred thread, he should devote his attention to 
the study of the Vedas. 16 By practising penances and duti- 
fully serving his preceptor and observing the duties of Brah- 
macharyya, 0 puissant one, he should pay off the debt he 
owes to the deities and the Pitris, and cast off ail malice. 11 
Having studied the Vedas with close attention and subjugat- 
ed his senses, and having given his preceptor the tuition- 
fee, he should, with the permission of his preceptor, return 
home. 17 Returning home, he should betake himself to the 
domestic mode of life and wedding a spouse confine himself 
to her, and live freeing himself from every kind of malice, 
and having established his domestic fire. 18 Living, in the 
domestic mode, he should procreate sons and grandsons. After 
that, he should retire to the forest, and continue to worship 
the same fires and entertain guests with cordial hospitality. 19 
Living righteously in the forest, he should at last establish 
his fire in his soul, and freed from all pairs of opposites, and 
casting off ail attachments from the soul, he should pass his 



days in the mode called Sannyasa which is otherwise called 
the mode of Brahma . — 30 

“ ‘Cuka said, — If one succeeds in attaining to an under- 
standing cleansed by study of the scriptures and to true 
conceptions of all things, and if the heart succeeds in free- 
ing itself permanently from the effects of all pairs of oppo- 
sities, is it still necessary for such a person to adopt, one 
after another, the three modes of life called Brahmacharyya, 
Garhastya, and Vanaprastha ? 21 This is what I ask thee. 
It behooveth thee to tell me. Indeed, O ruler of men, do' 
tell me this according to the true import of the Vedas !— 33 
Janaka said, Without the aid of an understanding 
cleansed by study of the scriptures and without that true 
conception of all things which is known by the name of 
Vijnana, the attainment of Emancipation is impossible. 
That cleansed understanding, again, it is said, is unattain- 
able without one’s connection with a preceptor . 23 The pre- 
ceptor is the helmsman, and knowledge is the boat (aided by 
whom and which one succeeds in crossing the ocean of the 
world). After having acquired that boat, one becomes crown- 
ed with success. Indeed, having crossed the ocean, one may 
abandon both .* 4 For preventing the destruction of all the 
worlds and for preventing the destruction of acts (upon 
which the worlds depend) , the duties appertaining to the 
four modes of life were practised by the wise of old . 25 By 
abandoning acts, good and bad, agreeably to this order of 
acts, one succeeds, in course of many births, in attaining to 
mancipation,' That man who, through penances perform* 
ed in course of many births, succeeds in obtaining a cleansed 
mind and understanding and soul, certainly becomes able 
to attain to Emancipation (in a new birth) in even the very 
first mode, (viz., Brahmacharyya).-^ When, having attained 
to a cleansed understanding, Emancipation becomes his and 


* It is certain that one must abandon all acts before one can attain 

to Emancpation. But then acts should not be cast off all at once. It 

is according to this order that they should be abandoned, i. in the 
:;trhe several m odes. — T, 
t The ‘karanas* are the inner faculties. — T. 
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inconsequence thereof he becomes possessed of knowledge 
in respect of all visible things, what desirable object is there 
to attain by observing the three other modes of life ?* sa 
One should always cast off faults born of the attributes of 
Rajas and Tamas, Adhering to the path of Sattwa, one should 
know Self by Self,*}* 28 Beholding one’s self in all creatures 
and all creatures in one’s self, one should live (without being 
attached to anything) like acquatic animals living in water 
without being drenched by that element. 30 He who succeeds 
in transcending all pairs of attributes and resisting their 
influence, succeeds in casting off all attachments, and attains 
to infinite felicity in the next world, going thither like a bird 
soaring into the sky from below. 31 In this connection, there is a 
saying sung of old by king Yayafci and borne in remembrance, 
0 sire, by all persons conversant with the scriptures bearing 
upon Emancipation. 32 The effulgent ray (i. e the Supreme 
Soul) exists in one’s Soul and not -anywhere else. It exists 
equally in all creatures. One can see it oneself if one’s heart 
be devoted to Yoga. 33 When a person lives in such a way 
that another is not inspired with fear at his sight, and when 
a person is not hinueif inspired with fear at the. sight of 
others, when a person ceases to cherish desire and hate, he 
is then said to attain to Brahma. 34 When a person ceases to 
entertain a sinful attitude towards all creatures in thought, 
word, and deed, he is then said to attain to Brahma, 0; By 
restraining the mind and the soul, by casting off malice that 
stupifies the mind, and by throwing off desire and stupefac* 
tion, one is said to attain to Brahma. 30 W r hen a person 
assumes an equality of attitude in respect of ail objects of 
hearing and vision (and the operations of the other senses) 
as also in respect of all living creatures, and transcends all 
pairs of opposites, he is then said to attain to Brahma, 37 


* L e when Emancipation and omniscience have been attained in 
the very first mode of life, no further need exists for conforming to 
the three other modes of life. — T. 

t L e behold the Supreme Soul by his own Soul. — T. 

I Instead of ‘papakam’ some texts read ‘pavakamf meaning ‘of 
the nature of fire.’— T , 
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When a person casts an equal eye upon praise and dispraise, 
gold and iron, happiness and misery, 3 ' heat and cold, good 
and evil, the agreeable and the disagreeable, life and death, 
he is then said to attain to Brahma. 38 One observing the 
duties of the mendicant orders should restrain one’s senses 
and the mind even like a tortoise withdrawing its out-stretch- 
ed limbs.* 1 " As a house enveloped in darkness is capable 
of being seen with the aid of a lighted lamp, after the same 
manner can the soul be seen with the aid of the lamp of the 
understanding. 41 0 foremost of intelligent persons, I see 
that all this knowledge that I am communicating to thee 
dwells in thee. Whatever else should be known by one de- 
sirous of learning the religion of Emancipation is already 
known to thee. 43 0 regenerate Rishi, I am convinced that 
through the grace of thy preceptor and through the instruc- 
tions thou hast received thou hast already transcended all 
objects of the senses.f 13 O great ascetic, through the grace 
of that sire of thine, I have attained to omniscience, and 
hence I have succeeded in knowing thee. 44 Thy knowledge 
is much greater than what thou thinkestf thou hast. Thy 
perceptions also that result from intuition are much greater 
than what thou thinkest thou hast. Thy puissance also is 
much greater than thou art conscious of. 45 Whether in con- 
sequence of thy tender age, or of the doubts thou hast not 
been able to dispel, or of the lear that is due to the unattain- 
ment of Emancipation, thou art not conscious of that know- 
ledge due to intuition although it has arisen in thy mind. 48 
After one’s doubts have been dispelled by persons like ns, 
one succeeds in opening the knots of one’s heart and then! 
by a righteous exertion one attains to and becomes conscious 
of that knowledge. 17 As regards thyself, thou art one that 
hast already acquired knowledge. Thy intelligence is steady 
and tranquil. Thou art free from covetousness. For all that, 

* After ’manasa,’ ‘saha’ is understood. It does not mean that the 
senses are to be restrained by the mind, but the words imply that the 
mmd and the senses are to be restrained. K. P. Singha renders the 
Jme correctly. The Burdwau translator, as usual, is careless.— T, 

t P, Sitigha skips over this Ver&e,— T, 
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Q Brahman^, one never succeeds in attaining to Brahma, 
which is the highest object of acquisition, without exertion . 48 
Thou seest no distinction between happiness and misery. 
Thou art not covetous. Thou hast no longing for dancing 
and song. Thou hast no attachments . 42 Thou hast no attach- 
ment to friends. Thou hast no fear in things that inspire 
fear. O blessed one, I see that thou castest an equal eye upon 
a lump of gold and a clod of earth, 8 ’ Myself and other persona 
possessed of wisdom, behold thee established in the highest 
and indestructible path of tranquillity . 51 Thou stayest, O 
Brahmana, in those duties which obtain for the Brahmana 
that fruit which should be his and which is identical with the 
essence of the object represented by Emancipation, What 
else hast thou to ask me ? — ’ 


Section CCCXXVIII. 


“Bhishma said,— ‘Having heard these words of king Ja-* 
naka, Cuka of cleansed soul and settled conclusions began 
to stay in his Soul by his Soul, having of course seen Self by 
Self .* 1 His object being accomplished, he became happy 
and tranquil, and without putting further questions to 
Janaka, he proceeded northwards to the mountains of Hiina- 
yat with the speed of the wind and like the wind ."}’ 2 Those 
mountains abounded with diverse tribes of Apsaras and 
echoed with many soft sounds. Teeming with thousands of 
Kiunaras and Bhringarajas ,* 8 it was adorned, besides, with 
many Madgus and Khanjaritas and many Jivajivakas of 
variegated hue . 4 And there wore many peacocks also of 
gorgeous colors, uttering their shrill but melodious cries. 8 . 
Many bevies of swans also, and many flights of gladdened 
Kokilas too, adorned the place. The prince of birds, viz., 
Garuda, dwelt on that summit constantly , 8 The four Ree'enta 
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of the -world, the deities, and diverse classes of Mishis, used 
always to come there from desire of doing good to the 
world . 1 It was there that the high-souled Vishnu had un- 
dergone the severest austerities for the object of obtaining 
a son.' It was there that the celestial generalissimo named 
Kumara, in his younger days, disregarding the three worlds 
with all the celestial denizens, threw down his dart, piercing 
the Earth therewith. Throwing down his dart, Skanda, 
addressing *. nniverse, add Ml *h«» ’»• “7 P-. 0 „ that 
superior to me in might, or that holds Brahmanas to be 
dearer or that can compare with me m devotion to the 
iBrahmanas and the Vedas, or that is possessed of energy 
like unto me, 10 let him draw up this dart or at last shake 

it i Hearing this challenge, the three worlds became filled 

with anxiety, and all creatures asked one another saying - 
Who will raise this dart I 11 —' Vishnu beheld all the deities 
and Asuras and Rakshasas to be troubled in their senses and 
He reflected upon what should be the best to he 
done under the circumstances. Without being able to hear 
that challenge in respect of the hurling of the dart he cast 
■Ms eyes on Skanda the son of the Fire-god.-^ The pure- 
fouled Vishnu caught hold of the blazing dart with his left 
hand, and began to shake it. 14 When the dart was being 
thus shaken by Vishnu possessed of great might the whole 
Earth with her mountains, forests, and seas, shook with the 
dart 15 Although Vishnu was fully competent to raise the 
dart, still he contented himself with only shaking it. In 
this, the puissant lord only kept the honor of Skanda in- 
tact ,e Having shaken it himself, the divine Vishnu, ad- 
dressing Prahlada, said-Behold the might of Kumara ! 
nL L ill the universe ea„ raise this dart ." Unable to 

hear this, Prahlada resolved to raise the dart. He seized it, 

hut was unable to shake it at all. 18 Uttering a loud cry, he 
fell down on the hill-top in a swoon. Indeed, the son o 
Hiranya-Wpu fell down on the Earth. 18 Repairing to- 
wards the northern side of those grand mountains, Mah 

isva, having the bull for his sign, had undergone 

so mvvo acvliim where Mahadeva naa 
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undergone those austerities is encompassed on alt sides with 
a blazing fire. Unapproachable by persons of uncleansed 
souls, that mountain is known by the name of Adifcya . 21 
There is a fiery girdle all around it, of the width of 
ten Yojanas, and it is incapable of being approached by 
Yakshas and Rakshasas and Danavas . 22 The illustrious 
god of Fire, possessed of mighty energy, dwells there in 
person, employed in removing all impediments from the 
side of Mahadeva of great wisdom who remained there for a 
thousand celestial years, all the while standing on one foot . 2 ? 1 
Dwelling on the side of that foremost of mountains, Maha- 
deva of high vows (by his penances) scorched the deities 
greatly .* 24 At the foot of those mountains, in a retired 
spot, Para$ara’s son of great ascetic merit, m, Vyasa*, 
taught the Vedas unto his disciples . 26 Those disciples were 
the highly blessed Sumanta, Va^ampayana, Jaimini of 
great wisdom, and Paila of great ascetic merit . 20 Cuka pro- 
ceeded to that delightful asylum where his sire, the great 
ascetic Vyasa, was dwelling, surrounded by his disciples . 2 , 7 
Seated in his asylum, Vyasa beheld his son approach like a 
blazing fire of scattered flames, or resembling the Sun him- 
self in effulgence . 28 As Cuka approached, he did not seem 
to touch the trees or the rocks of the mountain. Completely 
dissociated from ail objects of the senses, and engaged in 
Yoga, the high-sou led ascetic came, resembling, in speed, a. 
shaft let from a bow . 28 Born on the fire-sticks, Cuka, apr 
proaching his sire, touched his feet. With becoming for? 
malifcies he then accosted the disciples of his sire . 30 With 
great cheerfulness he then detailed to his father all the par- 
ticulars of his conversation with king Janaka . 81 Vyasa the 
son of Para$ara, after the arrival of his puissant son, com 
tiriued to dwell there on the Himavat, engaged in teaching 
his disciples and his son . 32 One day as he was seated, his 
disciples, all well-skilled in the Vedas, having their senses 

* It is believed that a person, by performing austere penances, 
scorches the three worlds. It is in consequence oi this effect of petii- 
ances that the superior deities were always compelled by the Asura* 
pud D&navas to grant them whatever boons they solicited.— T. $ 
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under control, and endued with tranquil souls, sat them- 
selves around him/* AH of thorn had thoroughly mastered 
the Vedas with their branches. All of them were observant 
of penances. With joined hands they addressed their pre- 
ceptor in the following words/ 4 

“‘The disciples said, — We have, through thy grace, been 
endued with great energy. Our fame also has spread. There 
is one favor that we humbly solicit thee to grant ns/ 6 — * 
Hearing these words of theirs, the regenerate Rishi answer- 
ed them, saying, — Ye sons, tell me what that boon is which 
ye wish I should grant you l* 6 - — Hearing this answer of their 
preceptor, the disciples became filled with joy. Once more 
bowing their heads low unto their preceptor and joining 
their hands,*' 7 all of them in one voice said, 0 king, these 
excellent words : — If our preceptor has been pleased with 
us, then, 0 best of sages, we are sure to be crowned with 
Buccess! 3 * We all solicit thee, 0 great Rishi, to grant us a 
boon. Be thou inclined to be graceful to us. Let no sixth 
disciple (besides us five) succeed in attaining to fame P 
We are four. Our preceptor’s son forms the fifth. Let the 
Vedas shine in only us five 1 Even this is the boon that we 
Solicit P — Hearing these words of his disciples, Vyasa, the 
son of Barbara, possessed of great intelligence, well con- 
versant with the meanings of the Vedas, endued with a 
righteous soul, and always engaged in thinking of objects 
that confer benefits on a person in the world hereafter, said 
unto his disciples these righteous words fraught with great 
benefit : — The Vedas should always be given unto him who 
is a Brahmana, or unto him who is desirous of listening to 
Vedie instructions, by him who eagerly wishes to attain to 
a, residence in the region of Brahman P" 42 Do ye multiply. 
X»eb the Vedas spread (through your exertions). The Vedas 
should never be imparted unto one that has not formally 
become a disciple. Nor should they be given unto one who 
is not observant of good vows. Nor should they be given 
for dwelling in one that is of uncleansed soul/ 3 These 
" should: bo known as the proper qualifications of persons that 
can be accepted as disciples- (for the communication of Yedic 
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knowledge). No science should be imparted unto one with- 
out a proper examination of one's character. 44 As pure gold 
is tested by heat, cutting, and rubbing, after the same man- 
ner disciples should be tested by their birth and accomplish- 
ments. 45 Ye should never set your disciples to tasks to 
which they should not be set, or to tasks that are fraught 
with danger. One's knowledge is always commensurate with 
one's understanding and diligence in study. 44 Let all dis- 
ciples conquer all difficulties, and let all of them meet with 
auspicious success. Ye are competent to lecture on the 
scriptures unto persons of all the orders. Only ye should, 
while lecturing, address a Brahmana, placing him in the 
van. 47 These are the rules in respect of the study of the 
Vedas. This again is regarded as a high ■ task. The Vedas 
were created by the Self-born for the purpose of praising the 
deities therewith. 48 That man who, through stupefaction of 
intellect, speaks ill of a Brahmana well-conversant with the 
Vedas, is certain to meet with humiliation in consequence 
of such evil-speaking. 49 He who, disregarding all righteous 
rules, solicits knowledge, and he who, disregarding the rules 
of righteousness, communicates knowledge, either of them 
falls off and instead of that affection which should prevail 
between preceptor and disciple, such questioning and such 
communication are sure to produce distrust and suspicion.* 0 
I have now told ye everything about the way in which the 
Vedas should be studied and taught. Ye should act in this 
way towards your disciples, bearing these instructions in 
your minds 1 — ! ' ” 61 ' •? 
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“Bhishma said,— ‘Hearing these words of their preceptor, 
Vyasa’s disciples endued with great energy, became filled 
with joy and embraced one another,- Addressing one an- 
other, they said, — That which has been said by our illustri- 
ous preceptor iff view of our future good, will live in our 
.remembrance and we shall certainly act according to it. 2 — 
'Having. said- this unto one another with joyful hearts, fchf 
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The sense is that if the Yedas are not constantly studied, th< 
are likely to be forgotten.— T» 

t ‘TJpaplava* is Rahu or the ascending node. In many parts 
upper India, during the hot months in particular, large quantities 
dust are raised by whirlwinds in the afternoon or at evening. . Calle 
#4*^ the clouds of dust cover the moon for hours together,— T, 


disciples of Vyasa, who were thorough masters of words, 
once more addressed their preceptor and said/ — If it pleases 
thee, 0 puissant one, we wish to descend from this moun- 
tain to the Earth, 0 great ascetic, for the purpose of sub- 
dividing the Vedas '* — Hearing these words of his disciples, 
the puissant son of Parfnjara replied unto them in these 
beneficial words that were fraught, besides, with righteous- 
ness and profit/' — You may repair to the Earth or to the 
regions of the celestials as ye like. You should always be 
heedful, for the Vedas are such that they are always liable 
to be misunderstood !* r ’ — Permitted by their preceptor of 
truthful speech, the disciples left him after circumambulat- 
ing him and bowing their heads unto him. 7 Descending 
upon the Earth they performed the Agnishtoma and other 
sacrifices ; and they began to officiate at the sacrifices of 
Brahmanas and Kshatriyas and Valyas. 8 Happily passing 
their days in the domestic mode of life, they were treated 
by the Brahmanas with great respect. Possessed of great ' 
fame and prosperity, they were employed in teaching and 
officiating in sacrifices. 9 After his disciples had gone away, 

Vyasa remained in his asylum, with only his son in his 
company. Passing his days in anxious thoughtfulness, the 
great Rishi, possessed of wisdom, kept silent, sitting in a 
retired corner of the asylum. 10 At that time Narada of 
great ascetic merit came to that spot for seeing Vyasa, and 
addressing him, said these words of melodious sound. 11 

Narada said, :0 regenerate Rishi of Vaijishtha’s race, 
why are Vedic sounds silent now ? Why art thou sitting 

silent and alone, engaged in meditation like one taken up. 
with an engrossing thought ? 12 Alas, shorn of Vedic echoes, 
this mountain hath lost its beauty, even as the Moon shorn 
of splendour when assailed by Rahu or enveloped in dust.'f* 1 * 
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Though inhabited by the celestial Rishis, yet shorn of Vedic 
sounds, the mountain no longer looks beautiful now but 
resembles a hamlet of Nishadas.* 14 The Rishis, the deities, 
and the Gandharvas, too, no longer shine a 3 before in con- 
sequence of being deprived of Yedic sound ! 16 — Hearing these 
words of Narada, the Island-born Krishna answered, say- 
ing, — 0 great Bis hi, 0 thou that art conversant with the 
declarations of the Vedas, all that thou hast said is agree- 
able to me and it truly behooves thee to say it unto me I 
Thou art omniscient. Thou hast seen everything. Thy 
curiosity also embraces all things within its sphere. 16 " 17 All 
that has ever occurred in the three worlds is well known 
to thee. Do thou then, 0 regenerate Rishi, set thy com- 
mands on me. O, tell mo what I am to do ! 18 Tell me, 
0 regenerate Rishi, what should now be done by me* 
Separated from my disciples, my mind has become very cheer- 
less now. 19 

“ /Narada said, — The stain of the Vedas is the suspension 
of their recitation. The stain of the Brahmanas is their 
non-observance of vows. The Yahika race is the stain of 
the Earth, Ouriosity is the stain of women. 20 Do thou 
with,thy intelligent son recite the Vedas, and do thou with 
the echoes of Vedic sounds dispel the fears arising from 
Rakshasas ! — ’ 2l 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Hearing these words of Narada, 
Vyasa, the foremost of all persons conversant with duties 
and firmly devoted to Vedic recitation, became filled with 
joy and answered Narada, saying, — So be it, 2 * — With his son 
Cuka, he set himself to recite the Vedas in a loud sonorous 
voice, observing all the rules of orthoepy and, as it were, 
filling the three worlds with that sound. 23 One day as sir© 
and son, who were well conversant with all duties, were 
engaged in reciting the Vedas, a violent wind arose that 
seemed to be impelled by the gales that blow on the bosom 
of the ocean. 24 Understanding from this circumstance that 
the hour was not suited to sacred recitation, Vyasa 


* * The lowest order of men, living by slaying animals.-T* 
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immediately bade his son to suspend the recitation. Cuka, 
thus forbidden by his sire, became filled with curiosity. 115 
He asked his sire, saying, — 0 regenerate one, whence is this 
wind ? It behoovefch thee to tell me everything about the 
conduct of the Wind. 20 — 'Hearing this question of Cuka, 
Yyasa became filled with amazement. He answered Cuka by 
telling him that that was an omen which indicated that the 
recitation of the Yedas should be suspended. 57 — Thou hast 
obtained spiritual vision. Thy mind too has, of itself, be- 
come cleansed of every impurity. Thou hast been freed from 
the attributes of Passion and Darkness. Thou stayest now 
hi the attribute of Goodness . 58 Thou beholdest now thy 
Soul with thy Soul even as one beholds one’s own shadow in 
& mirror. Staying thyself on thy own Soul, do thou reflect 
6 n the Yedas . 58 The path of the Supreme Soul is called 
Deva-yana (the path of the gods). The path that is made 
up of the attribute of Tamas is called Pitri-yana (the path 
of Pitris). These are the two paths in the world hereafter. 
By one, people go to heaven. By the other people go to 
bell.*® The winds blow, on the Earth’s surface and in the 
welkin. There are seven courses in which they blow. Listen 
to me as I recount them one after another . 51 The body is 
furnished with the senses. The senses are dominated over 
by the Sadhyas and many great beings of mighty strength. 
These gave birth to an invincible son named Samaria . 88 From 
Samana sprang a son called Udana. From Udana sprang 
Vyana. From Vyana arose Apana, and lastly from Apana 
Sprang the wind called Prana . 85 That invincible scorcher of 
all foes, viz., Prana, became childless. I shall now recite to 
thee the different functions of those winds .’ 8 The wind is 
the cause of the different functions of all living creatures, 
and because living creatures are enabled to live by it, there- 
fore is the wind called Prana (or life ). 85 That wind which 13 
the first in the above enumeration and which is known by 
the name of Pravaha (Samana) urges, along the first course, 
masses of clouds born of smoke and heat. Coursing through 
the welkin, and coming into contact with the water con- 
clouds, that wind displays itself in effulgence 
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among the darts of lightening,* 80 The second wind, called 
Avaha blows with a loud noise. It is this wind that causes 
Soma and the other luminaries to rise and appear. Within 
the body (which is a micivcosm of the universe) that wind 
is called Udana by the wise, 3 ' That wind which sucks up 
water from tho four oceans, and having sucked it up imparts 
it to the clouds in the welkin, and which, having imparted 
it to the clouds presents them to the deity of rain, 
is third in the enumeration and known by the name of 
Udvaha. 38 " 39 That wind which supports the clouds and divides 
them into diverse portions, which melts them for pouring 
rain and once more solidifies them, which is perceived 
as the sound of the roaring clouds, which exists for the 
preservation of the world by itself assuming the form of 
the clouds, which bears the cars of all celestial beings along 
the sky, is known by the name of Samvaha, The fourth in 
the enumeration, it is endued with great strength so that it 
is capable of rending the very mountains. 4 ** 41 The fifth wind 
is fraught with great force and speed. It is dry and up- 
roots and breaks down all trees. Existing with it, the 
clouds come to be called by the name of Yalahaka. 42 That* 
wind causes calamitous phenomena of many kinds, and pro- 
duces roaring sounds in the firmament It is known by the 
aiame of Vivaha. 43 " 14 The sixth wind bears all celestial 
waters in the firmament and prevents them from falling 
down. Sustaining the sacred waters of the celestial Ganga, 
that wind blows, preventing them from having a downward 
course. 45 Obstructed by that wind from a distance, the Sun, 
which is really the source of a thousand rays, and which en- 
lightens the world, appears as a luminous body of but one 
ray. 40 Through the action of that wind, the Moon, after 
waning, wanes again till he displays his full disc. That 
wind is known, 0 foremost of ascetics, by the name of 


* This Verse, in the Bengal texts, is a triplet. In the Bombay 
edition, the third tine is excluded from Verse 36 . There is no incon- 

venience in this ; only, it should be construed as referring to the wind 
called Samana or Pr^vaka+—T* 
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Parivaha .* 47 That wind which takes away £he life of all 
living creatures when the proper hour comes, whose track is 
followed by Death and Surya’s son Yam a , 43 which becomes 
the source of that immortality which is attained by Yoging 
of subtile sight who are always engaged in Yoga* meditation. 4 ® 
by whose aid the thousands of grandsons of Daksha, that 
lord of creatures, by his ten sons, succeeded in days of 
old in attaining to the ends of the universe, whose touch 
enables one to attain to Emancipation by freeing oneself 
from the obligation of returning to the world, — that wind 
is called by the name of Paravaha,- The foremost of all 
winds, it is incapable of being resisted by any body . 5(rtk Won- 
derful are these winds all of whom are the sons of Diti* 
Capable of going everywhere and upholding all things, they 
blow all around thee without being attached to thee at any 
time . 52 This, however, is exceedingly wonderful, viz,, that 
this foremost of mountains should thus be suddenly shaken 
by that wind which has begun to blow . 63 This wind is the 
breath of Vishnu’s nostrils. When urged forth with speed, 
it begins to blow with great force at which the whole 
universe becomes agitated ,* 4 Hence, when the wind begins 
to blow with violence, persons, conversant with the Vedas 
do nob recite the Vedas. The Vedas are a form of wind 
If uttered with force, the external wind becomes tor- 
tured /—’ 56 

‘•Having said these words, the puissant son of Para§ara 
bade his son (when the wind had ceased) to go on with his 
Vedic recitation. He then left that spot for plunging into 
the waters of the celestial Ganga/ ’’f 56 


* Some texts read ‘Jayatamvarah . 9 If this be accepted, it would 
be an adjective of Parivaha, meaning the foremost of all in strength 
or energy, — T. 

; + The sacred river Ganga has, it is said, three courses or streams, 
hows on the surface of the Earth ; the second flows through the 

.rough heaven.— T . 
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“Bhishma said, — 'After Vyasa had left the spot, Narada* 
traversing through the sky, came to Ouka employed in study- 
ing the scriptures. The celestial Rishi came for the object 
of asking Ouka the meaning of certain portions of the 
Vedas, 1 Beholding the celestial Rishi Narada arrived at his 
retreat, Ouka worshipped him by offering him the Arghya 
according to the rites laid down in the Vedas. 2 Pleased with 
the honors bestowed upon him, 1ST arada addressed Ouka, 
saying, — Tell me, 0 foremost of righteous persons, by what 
means, 0 dear child, may I accomplish what is for thy high- 
est good ! n — Hearing these words of N arada, Cuka said unto 
him, 0 Bharata, these words ; — It behooveth thee to instruct 
me in respect of that which may be beneficial to me ! — 4 

“ ‘Narada said, — In days of yore the illutrious Sanair- 
kumara had said these words unto certain Rishis of cleansed 
souls that had repaired to him for enquiring after the truth® 
There is no eye like that of knowledge. There is no penance 
like the practice of truth. There is no sorrow like attach- 
ment. There is no happiness like renunciation. 8 Absten- 
tion from sinful acts, steady practice of righteousness, good 
conduct, the due observance of all religious duties,— these 
constitute the highest good. 7 Having obtained the status of 
humanity which is fraught with sorrow, he that becomes 
attached to it, becomes stupified such a man never succeeds 
in emancipating himself from sorrow. Attachment (to things 
of the world) is an indication of sorrow. 8 The understand- 
ing of a person that is attached to worldly things becomes 
more and more enmeshed in the net of stupi faction. The 
man who becomes enmeshed in the net of stupifaction attains 
to sorrow both here * and hereafter. 8 One should, by every 
means in one's power, restrain both desire and wrath if one 
seeks to achieve what is for one’s good. Those two, (viz.? 
desire and wrath) arise for only destroying one’s good.* 10 
One should always protect one’s pen ances from wrath, and 


* The first line runs into the second. — T. 
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one's prosperity from pride* One should always protect one’s 
knowledge from honor and dishonor, and one's soul from 
error / 11 Compassion is the highest virtue. Forgiveness is 
the highest might. The knowledge of self is the highest 
knowledge. There is nothing higher than truth . 12 It is 
always proper to speak the truth. It is better again to 
speak what is beneficial than to speak what is true, I hold 
that that is truth which is fraught with the greatest benefit 
to all creatures .-}* 12 That man is said to be truly learned and 
truly possessed of wisdom who abandons every act, who never 
indulges in hope, who is completely dissociated from all 
worldly surroundings, and who has renounced everything 
that appertains to the world . 14 That person who, without 
being attached thereto, enjoys all objects of sense with 
the aid of senses that are completely under his control, who 
is possessed of a tranquil soul, who is never moved by joy 
or sorrow, who is engaged in Yoga-meditation , : 15 who lives in 
campari ionship with the deities presiding over his senses and 

* Penances should be protected from wrath. By penances one 
attains to great power. The ascetic’s puissance frequently equals that 
of Brahman himself. If, however, the ascetic indulges in wrath ancT 
curses one from wrath, his puissance becomes diminished. For this 
reason, forgiveness is said to he the highest virtue a Brahmana can 
practise. A Brahman a’s might lay in forgiveness. Knowledge also 
should be protected from honor and dishonor, i. e. r one should never 
receive honor for his knowledge, that is, do anything for the object of 
achieving honor. Similarly, one should never do anything which may 
}\ave the effect of dishonoring one’s knowledge. These are some of 
the highest duties preached in the scriptures. — T. 

t The saying ‘Satyadapi hifcam vadet’ is frequently misunderstood. 
The scriptures do not say that truth should be sacrified in view of what 
is beneficial, for such a view will militate with the saying that there 
is nothing higher than truth. The saying has ref errence to those ex* 
ceptional instances where truth becomes a source of positive harm. 
The story of the Kish i who spoke the truth respecting the place where 
certain travellers lay concealed, when questioned by certain robbers 
who were for killing the travellers, is an instance to the point. The 
goldsmith’s son who died with a falsehood on his lips for allowing his 
lawful prince to escape from the hands of his pursuers did a meritori- 
ous act of loyalty. Then, again, the germ of the utilitarian theory 

of this Verse. — T, 
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dissociated also from them, and who, though endued with a 
body, never regards himself as identifiable with it, becomes 
emancipated and very soon attains to that which is his high*’ 
est good. 16 One who never sees others, never touches others, 
never talks with others, soon, 0 ascetic, attains to what is for 
ones highest good. 17 One should not injure any creature. Ou 
the other hand, one should conduct oneself in perfect friend- 
liness towards all. Having obtained the status of humanity, 
one should never behave inimically towards any being, 13 A 
complete disregard for all (worldly) things, perfect content- 
ment, abandonment of hope of every kind, and patience, — 
these constitute the highest good of one that has subjugated 
ones senses and acquired a knowledge of self. 18 Casting off 
all attachments, 0 child, do thou subjugate all thy senses, 
and by that means attain to felicity both here and hereafter.^ 
They that are free from cupidity have never to suffer any 
sorrow. One should, therefore, cast off all cupidity from 
one's soul. By casting off cupidity, O amiable and blessed* 
one, thou shalt be able to free thyself from sorrow and pain. 21 
One who wishes to conquer that which is unconquerable 
should live devoting oneself to penances, to self-restraint, to 
taciturnity, to a subjugation of the soul. Such a person 
should live in the midst of attachments without being at- 
tached to them.* 22 That Brahman a who lives in the midst 
of attachments without being attached to them and who 
always lives in seclusion, very soon attains to the highest 
felicity. 83 That man who lives in happiness by himself in 
the midst of creatures who are seen to take delight in lead- 
ing lives of sexual union, should be known to be a person 
whose thirst has been slaked by knowledge. It is well 
known that that man whose thirst has been slaked by 
knowledge has never to indulge in grief. 24 One attains to 
the status of the deities by means of good acts ; do the status 
of humanity by means of acts that are good and bad ; while 
by acts that are purely wicked, one helplessly falls down 
among the lower animals. 26 Always assailed by sorrow and 


* £ To conquer ’the unconquerable 5 means, to attain to Brahma. — T. 
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decrepitude and death, a living creature is being cooked in 
this world (in the cauldron of Time). Dost thou not know 
it ? :>6 Thou frequently regardest that to be beneficial which 
is really injurious; that to be certain which is really uncer- 
tain ; and that to be desirable and good which is undesirable 
and not good. Alas, why dost thou not awake to a correct 
apprehension of these ?- 7 Like a silkworm that ensconces 



itself in its own cocoon, thou art continually ensconcing 
thyself in a Gocoon made of thy own inumerable acts born of 
stupifaction and error. Alas, why dost thou not awake to a 
correct apprehension of thy situation P s No need of attach- 
ing thyself to things of this world. Attachment to worldly 
objects is productive of evil. The silk-worm that weaves a 
cocoon round itself is at last destroyed by its own act . 28 
Those persons that become attached to sons and spouses and 
relatives meet with destruction at last, even as wild elephants 
sunk in the mire of a lake are gradually weakened till 
overtaken by Death / 0 Behold, all creatures that suffer them- 
selves to be dragged by the net of affection become subject 
to great grief even as fishes on land, dragged thereto by 
means of large nets ! sl Relatives, sons, spouses, the body 
itself, and all one’s possessions stored with care, are unsusbs- 
tantial and prove of no service in the next world. Only 
acts, good and bad, that one does, follow one to the other 
world . 31 When it is certain that thou shalt have to go help- 
lessly to the other world, leaving behind thee all these 
things, alas, why dost thou then suffer thyself to he attached 
to such unsubstantial things of no value, without attending 
to that which constitutes thy real and durable wealth ?** 
The path which thou shalt have to travel through is without 
resting places of any kind (in which to take rest). There is 
no support along that way which one may catch for uphold- 
ing oneself. The country through which it passes is tin- 
known and undiscovered. It is, again, enveloped in thick 
darkness. Alas, how shalt thou proceed along that way 
without equipping thyself with the necessary expenses ? 31 
^When thou shalt go along that road, nobody will follow thee 
.-behind. Only thy acts, good and bad, will follow behind thee 





when thou shalt depart from this world for the next.*® One 
seeks ones object of objects by means of learning, acts, 
purity (both external and internal), and great know!* dge. 
When that foremost of objects is attained, one becomes freed 
(from rebirth )/ 6 The desire that one feels for living in the 
midst of human habitations is like a binding cord. They 
that are of good acts succeed in tearing that bond and free- 
log themselves. Only men of wicked deeds do not succeed 
in breaking them . 37 The river of life (or the world) is terri- 
ble. Personal beauty or form constitutes its banks. The 
mind is the speed of its current. Touch forms its island. 
Taste constitutes its current. Scent is its mire, Sound is 
its waters. That particular part of it which leads towards 
heaven is attended with great difficulties. Body is the boat 
by which one must cross that river. Forgiveness is the oar 
by which it is to be propelled. Truth is the ballast that 
is to steady that boat. The practice of righteousness is 
the string that is to be attached to the mast for dragging 
that boat along difficult waters. Charity or gift constitutes 
the wind that urges the sails of that boat. Endued with 
swift speed, it is with that boat that one must cross the 

river of life. 3t ~ 3fl Cast off both virtue and vice, and truth 

and falsehood. Having cast off truth and falsehood, do thou 
cast off that by which these are to be cast off . 40 By casting 
off all purpose, do thou cast off virtue ; do thou cast off sin 
also by casting off all desire. With the aid of the under- 
standing, do thou cast off truth and falsehood; and, at last, 
do thou cast off the understanding itself by knowledge of 
the highest topic ( viz ., the Supreme Soul ). 41 Do thou cast 
off this body having bones for its pillars ; sinews for its 
binding strings and cords ; flesh and blood for its outer 

plaster; the skin for its outer case ; full of urine and 

faeces and, therefore, emitting a foul smell ; exposed to the 
assaults of decrepitude and sorrow ; forming the seat of 
disease and weakened by pain ; possessed of the attribute of 
Rajas in predominance; not permanent or durable, and which 
serves as the (temporary) habitation of the indwelling crea- 
ture . 4 ’^ 43 This entire universe of matter, and that which is 
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called Mahat or Buddhi, are made up of the (five) great 
elements. That which is called Mahat is due to the action 
of the Supreme . 44 The five senses, the three attributes of 
Tanias, Sattwa, and Rajas, — these (together with those which 
have been mentioned before) constitute a tale of seventeen . 46 
These seventeen, which are known by the name of the Un- 
manifest, with all those that are called Manifest, viz., the 
five objects of the five senses, (that is to say, form, taste, 
sound, touch, and scent), with Consciousness and the Under- 
standing, form the well-known tale of four and twenty . 40 
When endued with those four and twenty possessions, one 
comes to be called by the name of Jiva (or Puman ). 47 He 
who knows the aggregate of three (viz., Religion, Wealth, 
and Pleasure), as also happiness and sorrow and life and 
death, truly and in all their details, is said to know growth 
and decay. Whatever objects exist of knowledge, should be 
known gradually, one after another . 48 Ail objects that are 
apprehended by the senses are called Manifest, Whatever 
objects transcend the senses and are apprehended by means 
only of their indications are said to be Unmanifest . 49 By 
restraining the senses, one wins great gratification, even like 
a thirsty and parched traveller at a delicious shower of rain. 
Having subjugated the senses one beholds ones soul spread 
out for embracing ail objects, and al! objects in ones soul . 60 
Having its root in knowledge, the puissance is never lost of 
the man who (thus) beholds the Supreme in his soul, — of the 
man, that is to say, who always beholds all creatures in all 
-conditions (in his own soul ).* 61 He who, by the aid of 
knowledge, transcends all kinds of pain born of error and 
stupefaction, never catches any evil by coming into contact 
with all creatures.f * 2 Such a man, his understanding being 

* In the Crutis, Taravara 5 is an equivalent for the Supreme Souk 
The correct reading is ‘nagy&ti’ at the end of the first line, and not 
^P a 9y a *l* as some of the Bengal texts. Adhering to ‘pa^yati 1 (which 

ives no meaning), the Burdwau translator gives a ridiculous and un- 
meaning version of this Verse. K. B. Sing ha, of course, adopts the 
■ correct reading. — T. 

■ t tun Vei'.e n uot at all difficult. The -ease is that the mail who 
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fully displayed, never finds fault with the course of conduct 
that prevails in the world. One conversant with Emancipa- 
tion says that the Supreme Soul is without beginning and 
without end; that it takes birth as all creatures ; that it re- 
sides, (as a witness) in the Jiva-soul ; that it is inactive, and 
without form. Only that man who meets with grief in con- 
sequence of his own misdeeds/ 3 - 54 slays numerous creatures 
for the purpose of warding off that grief.* In consequence 
of such sacrifices, the performers have to attain to rebirths 
and have necessarily to perform innumerable acts on every 
side. 65 Such a man, blinded by error, and regarding that to 
he felicity which is really a source of grief, is continually 
rendered unhappy even like a sick person that eats food that 
is improper. 65 Such a man is pressed and grinded by hi3 
acts like any substance that is churned. Bound by his acts, 
he obtains rebirth, the order of his life being determined 
by the nature of his acts.” Suffering many kinds of 
torture, he travels in a repeated round of rebirths even like 
a wheel that turns ceaselessly. Thou, however, hast cut 
through all thy bonds. Thou abstainest from all acts I s ‘ 
Possessed of omniscience and the master of all things, let 
success be thine, and do thou become freed from all existent 
objects. Through subjugation of their senses and the power 
of their penances, many persons (in days of yore), having 
destroyed the bonds of action, attained to high success and 
uninterrupted felicity. — ’ ” M 


transcends all attachments never comes to grief if brought into union 
with other creatures. The Burdwan translator gives a thoroughly uu- 
meaning version of this couplet. — T, 

* The object of this Verse is to show that men of knowledge do 
not perform sacrifices, in which, as a matter of course, a large number 
of creatures is slain. M!en wedded to the religion of 3?ravritti per - 
form sacrifices. Coming into the world in consequence of past acts, 
they seek happiness (by repairing to heaven) along the way of sacri- 
fice and religious rites. A large number of creatures is slain, for 
besides the victims ostensibly offered, a infinite number of smaller 
and minuter creatures is killed in the sacrificial fires and in course 
of the other preparations that are made in sacrifices.— T. 


[MokshaSkarma 





ItlSBift 


xwaua sam,— joy listening to such scriptures as are 
blessed, as bring about tranquillity, as dispel grief, and as 
are productive of happiness, one attains to (a pure) under- 
standing, and having attained to it obtains to high felicity. 1 
A thousand causes of sorrow, a hundred causes of fear, from 
day to day, afflict one that is destitute of understanding hut 
not one that is possessed of wisdom and learning. 2 Do thou 
therefore, listen to some old narratives as I recite them to you’ 
for the object of dispelling thy griefs. If one can subjugate’ 
one’s understanding, one is sure to attain to happiness. 8 & By 
accession of what is undesirable and dissociation from' what 
is agreeable, only men of little intelligence become subject 
4o mental sorrow of every kind. 4 When things have becomo 
past, one should not grieve, thinking of their merits. Ho 
that thinks of such past things with affection can never 
emancipate himself. 6 One should always seek to find out 
the faults of those things to which one begins to become 
attached. One should always regard such things to be 
fraught with much evil. By doing so, one should soon free 
oneself therefrom. 8 The man who grieves for what is past 
fails to acquire either wealth or religious merit or fame. 
That which exists no longer cannot be obtained. When such 
things pass away, they do not return (however keen the 
regret one may indulge in for their sake). 2 Creatures some- 
times acquire and sometimes lose worldly objects. No man 
in this world can be grieved by all the events that fall upon 
him.** Dead or lost, he who grieves for what is past, only 
gets sorrow for sorrow. Instead of one sorrow, he gets two.* 8 
Those men who, beholding the course of life and death in 
the world with the aid of their intelligence, do not shed 
tears, are said to behold properly. Such persons have never 
to shed tears (at anything that may happen). 10 When any 
such calamity comes, productive of either physical or mental. 


* Sorrow iscreases by iudulgence.— T 
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grief, as Is Incapable of being warded off by even one T s best 
efforts, one should cease to reflect on it with sorrow . 11 This 
is the medicine for sorrow, viz., not to think of It. By think- 
ing of it, one can never dispel it ; on the other hand, by 
thinking upon sorrow, one only enhances it . 12 Mental griefs 
should be killed by wisdom ; while physical grief should be 
dispelled by medicines. This is the power of knowledge* 
One should not, in such matters, behave like men of little 
understandings . 13 Youth, beauty, life, stored wealth, health, 
association with those that are loved, — -these all are excceed 1 * 
Ingly transitory. One possessed of wisdom should never covet 
them . 14 One should not lament individually for a sorrowful 
occurrence that concerns an entire community. Instead of 
Indulgence in it when grief comes, one should seek to avert 
It and apply a remedy as soon as one sees the opportunity for 
doing it . 15 There is no doubt that in this life the measure of 
misery is much greater than that of happiness. There la 
no doubt in this that all men show attachment for objects 
of the senses and that death is regarded as disagreeable. 1 ^ 
That man who casts off both joy and sorrow, is said to 
attain to Brahma. When such a man departs from this 
world, men of wisdom never indulge in any sorrow on his 
account . 17 In spending wealth there is pain. In protecting 
It there Is pain. In acquiring it there is pain. Hence* 
when one's wealth meets with destruction, one should not 
Indulge In any sorrow for It . 18 Men of little understandings* 
attaining to different grades of wealth, fail to win content- 
ment and at last perish in misery. Men of wisdom, however, 
are always contented . 19 All combinations are destined to 
end In dissolution. All things that are high are destined to 
fall down and become low. Union is sure to end in disunion, 
and life Is certain to end in death , 90 Thirst is unquenchable; 
Contentment is the highest happiness. Hence, persons of 
wisdom regard contentment to be the most precious wealth .* 1 
One's allotted period of life is running continually. It stops 
not in its course for even a single moment. When one's 
body itself is not durable, what other thing Is there (in this 
world) that one should reckon as durable ? 22 Those persons 
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who, reflecting on the nature of all creatures and concluding 
that it is beyond the grasp of the mind, turn their attention 
to the highest path, and, setting out, achieve a fair progress 
in It, have not to Indulge in sorrow.** 3 ' Like a tiger seizing 
and running away with its prey, Death seizes and runs away 
with the man that is employed in such (unprofitable) occupa- 
tion and that is still unsated with objects of desire and 
enjoyment . 24 One should always, seek to emancipate oneself 
from sorrow. One should seek to dispel sorrow by beginning 
one’s operations with cheerfulness, that is, without indulging 
In sorrow the while, having freed oneself from a particular 
sorrow, one should act in such a way as to keep sorrow at a 
distance by abstaining from all faults of conduct .*}* 25 The 
rich and the poor alike find nothing in sound and touch and 
form and scent and taste, after the immediate enjoyment 
thereof.}: 2 ® Before union, creatures are never subject to 
Borrow. Hence, one that has not fallen off from one’s original 
nature, never indulges in sorrow when that union comes to 
an end.S 27 One should restrain one’s sexual appetite and the 


* This is a very doubtful Verse. The Commentator is silent. I 
follow the meaning as it lies on the surface. The object of the Verse 
seems to be this : there are men that are employed in reflecting upon 
the nature of things; these should know that such occupation is use- 
less, for truly the nature of things is beyond the grasp of the mind. 
The greatest philosopher is ignorant of all the virtues of a blade of 
grass, the purpose for which it exists, the changes that it undergoes 
every instant of time and from day to day. Those men, however, who 
leave such unprofitable occupation for walking along the highest path 
(the path, that is. which leads to Brahma) free themselves from grief.— T. 
f I am not sure that I have understood this Verse correctly.— T. 

% What is intended to be said is that the gratification of the senses 
leaves nothing behind. The pleasure lasts as long as the contact con- 
tinues of the objects with the senses. The Bnrdwan translator, not 
suspecting that the word used is ‘adhana,’ gives a ridiculus version. — T. 

$ What is said here is this: a man has spouses and children, or 
wealth, &c. : there was no sorrow when these were not : with his 
union with these his sorrow commences. Hence, when these things 
disappear, an intelligent man should not indulge in any sorrow. 
Bonds or attachments are always productive of grief. When bonds 
are severed or destroyed, there ought to be no grief,— X* 



stomach with the aid of patience. One should protect one’s 
hands and feet with the aid of the eye. One’s eyes and ears 
and the other senses should be protected by the mind. 
One’s mind and speech should be ruled with the aid of 
wisdom . 3 Casting off love and affection for persons that 
are known as well as for those that are unknown, one should 
conduct oneself with humility. Such a person is said to be 
possessed of wisdom, and such a one surely finds happiness . 58 
That man who is pleased with his own Soul* who is devoted 
to Yoga, who depends upon nothing out of self, who is without 
cupidity, and who conducts himself without the assistance of 
anything but his self, succeeds in attaining to felicity . — ”’ :0 


Section CCCXXXII. 

“ ‘Narada said, — When the vicissitudes of happiness and 
sorrow appear or disappear, the transitions are incapable of 
being prevented by either wisdom or policy or exertion . 1 
Without allowing oneself to fall away from one’s true nature, 
one should strive one’s best for protecting one’s own Self. 
He who betakes himself to such care and exertion, has 
never to languish. Regarding Self as something dear, one 
should always seek to rescue oneself from decrepitude, death, 
and disease . 2 Mental and physical diseases afflict the body, 
like keen-pointed shafts shot from the bow by a strong 
bowman . 3 The body of a person that is tortured by thirst, 
that is agitated by agony, that is perfectly helpless,' and 
that is desirous of prolonging his life, is dragged towards- 
destruction . - !" 4 Days and nights are ceaselessly running, 
bearing away in their current the periods of life of all 
human beings. Like currents of rivers, these flow cease- 
lessly without ever turning back .}: 3 The ceaseless succes- 

* I. e., whose pleasures do not depend upon external objects such 
as spouses and children, & c 4 — T. . 

f ‘Yidhitsabhih* is ‘pipasabhihd It comes from ‘dhe J meaning, 
‘drinking,’ — T. h/ddy;;. v :;d 

t Yyiisa lived in northern India and was evidently unacquainted 
with the tides that appear in the Bengal rivers.— T. 
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slon of the lighted and the dark fortnights is wasting all 
mortal creatures without stopping for even a moment in this 
work. 6 Rising and setting day after day, the Sun, who is 
himself undecaying, is continually cooking the joys and sorrows 
of all men/ The nights are ceaselessly going away, taking 
with them the good and bad incidents that befall man, that 
depend on destiny, and that are unexpected by him/ If the 
fruits of man’s acts were not dependent on other circumstances, 
fdien. one would obtain whatever object one would desire/ Even 
men of restrained senses, of cleverness, and of intelligence, if 
destitute of acts, never succeed in earning any fruits.* 10 
Others, though destitute of intelligence and unendued with 
accomplishments of any kind, and who are really the lowest 
of men, are seen, even when they do not long after success, 
to be crowned with the fruition of all their desires.*}* 11 Some 
one else, who is always ready to do acts of injury to all 
creatures, and who is engaged in deceiving all the world, is 
seen to wallow in happiness/ 3 Some one that sits idly, ob- 
tains great prosperity ; while another, by exerting earnestly, 
is seen to miss desirable fruits almost within his reach4 13 
Do thou ascribe it as one of the faults of man 1 The vital 
seed, originating in one’s nature from sight of one person, 
goes to another person/ 4 When imparted to the womb, it 
sometimes produces an embryo and sometimes fails. When 
sexual congress fails, it resembles a mango tree that puts 
forth a great many flowers without, however, producing a 
single fruit.! 15 As regards some men who are desirous of 


* The object of this Verse is to show the utility and necessity of 
acts. Without acting, no one, however clever, can earn any fruit. 
Both the V ernacular translators give ridiculous versions of this plain 
aphorism. — T. 

t 5 Agi 3 is used in the sense of ‘akanksha. 3 — T. 

% ‘Naprapyamadhigachcchati 1 is £ na aprayam &c. 3 — T. 

9 I do not quite understand in what the fault lies that is referred 
to here. Perhaps the sense is this. In Hindu physiology, the vital 
seed is said to he generated by the sight of a desirable woman. When 
sexual congress takes place with one whose sight has not originated 
the vital seed but with another, it fails to be productive. Whoever 
ndulges in such intercourse is to blame,— T, 
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having offspring and who, for the fruition of their object,' 
strive heartily (by worshipping diverse deities), they fail to 
procreate an embryo in the womb. 16 Some person again, who 
fears the birth of an embryo as one fears a snake of virulent 
poison, finds a long-lived son born unto him and who seems 
to be his own self come back to the stages through which 
he has passed. 17 Many persons with ardent longing for 
offspring and cheerless on that account, after sacrificing 
to many deities and undergoing severe austerities, at last 
beget children, duly borne for ten long months (in the wombs 
of their spouses), that prove to be veritable wretches of their 
race. 18 Others, who have been obtained through virtue of 
such blessed rites and observances, at once obtain wealth 
and grain and diverse other sources of enjoyment earned 
and stored by their sires. 18 In an act of congress, when two 
persons of opposite sexes come into contact with one an- 
other, the embryo takes birth in the womb, like a calamity 
afflicting the mother. 59 Very soon after the suspension of 
the vital breaths, other physical forms possess that embodied 
creature whose gross body has been destroyed but whose acts 
have all been performed with that gross body made of flesh 
and phlegm.* 51 Upon the dissolution of the body, another 
body, which is as much destructible as the one that is des- 
troyed, is kept ready for the burnt and destroyed creature 
(to migrate into) even a3 one boat goes to another for 
transferring to itself the passengers of the other.-}- 52 In 


* ‘Paragarirani’ lias ‘prapnuvanti’ understood after it. ‘Cchinna- 
vijam’ means ‘whose seed has been broken,’ that is, the creature 
whose gross body has met with destruction. The gross body is called 
the ‘vijam’ or seed of (heaven and hell). The sense of the Verse is that 
every one, after death, attains to a new body. A creature can sever 
exist without the bonds of body being attached to him. Of course, 
the case is otherwise with persons who succeed in achieving their 
Emancipation by the destruction of all acts. The Burdwan translator, 
following the Commentator faithfully, renders this Verse correctly, 
K. P. Singha skips over it entirely. — T. 

+ This is not a difficult Verse. Then, again, the Commentator ex* 
plains it carefully. K. P. Singha gives a ridiculous version. The 
Burdwan translator is correct. ‘Nirddagdliam’ and ‘viuagyantam’ 
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consequence of an act of congress, a drop of the vital seed, 
that is inanimate, is cast into the womb. I ask thee, 
through whose or what care is the embryo kept alive ?- 3 
That part of the body into which the food that is eaten 
goes and where it is digested, is the place where the embryo 
resides, but it is not digested there . 21 In the womb, amid urine 
and feces, one’s sojourn is regulated by Nature. In the 
matter of residence therein or escape therefrom, the horn 
creature is not a free agent. In fact, in these respects, he is 
perfectly helpless . 26 Some erabroyos fall from the womb (in 
an undeveloped state). Some come out alive (and continue to 
live). While as regards some, they meet with destruction 
in the womb, after being quickened with life, in consequence 
of some other bodies being ready for them (through the 
nature of their acts ).* 26 That man who, in an act of sexual 
congress, injects the vital fluid, obtains from it a son. or 
daughter. The offspring thus obtained, when the time 
comes, takes part in a similar act of congress . 27 When the 
allotted period of a person’s life is at its close, the five pri* 
mal elements of his body attain to the seventh and the 
ninth stages and then cease to he. The person, however, 
undergoes no change.f 28 Without doubt, when persons are 
afflicted by diseases as little animals assailed by hunters. 


imply the dying or dead Jiva’ ‘Paradeham ehalachalam ahitam him- 
mti means ‘another body, as much subject to destruction, is kept 
ready”. — T. 

* I expand this Verse a little for bringing out its meaning. What 
is said here is that some come out of the womb alive ; some die there 
before being quickened with life : and some die there after being 
quickened with life, the reason being that their acts of past lives bring 
for them other bodies even at that stage.— T. 

t This Verse is certainly a crus. The Commentator, I think, dis- 
plays considerable ingenuity in explaining it. The order of the words 
is ‘Gatayushah tasya sahajatasya pancha saptamim navamim dagara 
prapnuvanti ; tatah na bhavanti ; sa na. } The ten stages of a person’s 
life are (1) residence within the womb, (2) birth, (3)- infancy, up to 
5 years* (4) childhood, up to 12 years, (5) Pauganda , up *to 16 years, 
(6) youth, up to 48 years, (7) old age, (8) decrepitude, (9) suspension 
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they then lose the power of rising up and moving about , 28 
If when men are afflicted by diseases, they wish to spend 
even vast wealth, physicians with their best efforts fail to 
alleviate their pain . 50 Even physicians, that are well- 
skilled and well-up in their scriptures and well-equipfc 
with excellent medicines, are themselves afflicted by 
disease like animals assailed by hunters. n Even if men 
drink many astringents and diverse kinds of medicated 
ghee, they are seen to be broken by decrepitude like 
trees by strong elephants .* 2 When animals and birds and 
beasts of prey and poor men are afflicted by ailments, who 
treats them with medicines ? Indeed, these are not seen to 
be ill . 88 Like larger animals assailing smaller ones, ailments 
are seen to afflict even terrible kings of fierce energy and 
invincible prowess . 554 All men, reft of the power of even 
uttering cries indicative of pain, and overwhelmed by error 
and grief, are seen to be borne away along the fierce current 
into which they have been thrown . 85 Embodied creatures, 
even when seeking to conquer nature, are unable to conquer 
it with the aid of wealth, of sovereign power, or of the 
austerest penances .* 86 If all attempts men make were 
crowned with success, then men would never die, would 
never be subject to decrepitude, would never come upon 
anything disagreeable, and lastly would be crowned with 
fruition in respect of all their wishes . 37 All men wish to 
attain to gradual superiority of position. To gratify this 
wish they strive to the best of their power. The result* 
however, does not agree with their wish.f Si Even men that 
hre perfectly heedful, that are honest, and brave and endued 


* ‘Niyukt&h’ means employed. I take it to imply ‘employed in 
the task of conquering Nature 1 . It may ialso mean, ‘set to their usual, 
tasks by the influence of past acts’. Nature here means, of course 
the grand laws to which human existence is subject^ w., the law of 
birth, of death, of disease and decrepitude, &e. — T. 

* t ‘Uparyupari’ implies gradual superiority. If one becomes 
wealthy, one desires to be a councillor ; if a councillor, one wishes- to 
%k e pi'ime minister ; and so on. The sense- of the Verse is that man , s 
desire to rise is unsatiable. — T. V i . : .iV -v, .. v, r 
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■with prowess, are seen to pay their adorations to men in- 
toxicated with the pride of affluence and with even alco- 
holic stimulants.* 3 ® Some men are seen whose calamities-' 
disappear before even these are marked or noticed by them. 
Others there are who are seen to possess no wealth but 
who are free from misery of every kind* 40 A great disparity 
■is observable in respect of the fruits that wait upon conjunc- 
tions of acts. Some are seen to bear vehicles on their 
shoulders, while some are seen to ride on those vehicles. 41 
All men are desirous of affluence and prosperity. A few only 
have cars (and elephants and steeds) dragged (or walking) 
in their processions. Some there are that fail to have a- 
single spouse when their first-wedded ones are dead - r while 
others have hundreds of spouses to call their own. 43 Misery 
and happiness are the two things that exist side by side. 
Men have either misery or habpiness. Behold, this is a 
subject of wonder 1 Bo not, however, suffer thyself to be 
stupefied by error at such a sight !‘ a Cast off both Righte- 
ousness and sin ! Cast off also truth and falsehood ! Having 
cast off both truth and falsehood, do thou then cast off that 
with whose aid thou shalt cast off the former ! 44 O best of 
Rishis, I have now told thee that which is a great mystery ! 
With the aid of such instructions, the deities (who were 
all human beings) succeeded in leaving the Earth for becom- 
ing the denizens of heaven l 45 — r 

<• ‘Hearing these words of Narada, Cuba, endued with 
great intelligence and possessed of tranquillity of mind, 
reflected upon the drift of the instructions be received, but 
could not arrive at any certainty of conclusion. 4 * He 
understood that one suffers great misery in consequence of 
the accession of children and spouses ; that one has to 
undergo great labour for the acquisition of science and 
Yodic lore. He, therefore, asked himself, saying, — What is 
that situation which is eternal and which is free from misery 
of every kind but in which there is great prosperity? 47 -— 

5 * The reading I prefer is ‘agathah’ and not ‘gathah*. If the latter 

, men of both descriptions are seen to 
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Reflecting for a moment upon the course ordained for 
bim to run through, Guka, who was well acquainted with* 
the beginning and the end of all duties, resolved to* attain- 
to the highest end that is fraught with the greatest felicity. 4 ® 
He questioned himself, saying, — How shall I, tearing all? 
attachments and becoming perfectly free, attain to that 
excellent end ? How, indeed, shall I attain to that excell- 
ent situation whence there is no return into the ocean of 
diverse kinds of birth ! 49 I desire to obtain that condition 
of existence whence there is no return ! Casting off all 
kinds of attachments, arrived at certainty by reflection with* 
the aid of the mind, I shall attain to that end ! 50 I shall'' 
attain to that situation in which thy Soul will have tranquil- 
lity, and when I shall be able to dwell for eternity without 
being subject to decrepitude or change . 51 It is, however,, 
certain that that high end cannot be attained without the 
aid of Yoga. One that has attained to the state of perfect- 
knowledge and enlightenment never receives an accession of 
low attachments through acts ,* 53 I shall, therefore, have 
recourse to Yoga, and casting off this body which is my 
present residence, I shall transform myself into a wind and 
enter that mass of effulgence which is represented by the- 
sin.f 53 When Jiva enters that mass of effulgence* he no 
longer suffers like Shoma who, with the gods, upon the* 
exhaustion of merit, falls down on the Earth and having, 
once more acquired sufficient merit returns to heaven .^ 64 The 

* ‘Avavandhah’ is low attachments, implying those that appertain 
to the body. In fact, the acquisition of the body itself is such an 
attachment. What is said here is that that Jiva who has become- em* 
lightened becomes freed ifrom the obligation of rebirth or contact 
with body once more. — T. 

f The mass of effulgence constituting the Sun is nothing else than 
Brahma. Brahma is pure effulgence. ‘Savitri-mandala-madhyavartir- 
Narayanah* does not mean a deity with a physical form in the midst 
of the solar effulgence but incorporeal and universal Brahma. That 
effulgence is adored in the Gayatri. — T. 

J The Commentator takes ‘Shomah’ to mean 5 Shomagath Jivah*. 
He does not explain the rest of the Terse, The grammatical construc- 
tion presents no difficulty. If, ‘Shomah 1 be taken in the sense in. 
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Mooh Is always seen to wane and once more wax:, "Seeing 
this- waninig and waxing that go on repeatedly, I do not 
wish to have a form of existence in which there are such 
changes/' 5 The Sun warms all the worlds Tby means of his 
fierce^ rays. His disc never undergoes any diminution. 
Remaining unchanged, he drinks energy from all things. 
Hence, I desire to go into the Sun of blazing effulgence.* 6 ® 
There I shall live, invincible by all, and in my inner soul 
freed’ from all fear, having cast off this body of mine in 
the solar region/ 7 With the great Rishis I shall enter the 
unbearable energy of the Sun. I declare unto all creatures, 
iinto these trees, these elephants, these mountains, the 
Earth herself, the several points of the compass, the welkin/ 1 
the deities, the Danavas, the Oandharvas, the Pi^achas, the 
XJragas, and the Rakshasas, that I shall, verily, enter all 
creatures in the world.*]- 56 Let all the gods with the Rishis 
behold the prowess of my Yoga today ! — Having said these 
•words, Cuka, informed Narada of world-wide celebrity of 
his intention/ 0 Obtaining Narada’s permission, Cuka then 
proceeded to where his sire was. Arrived at his presence, 
the great Muni, viz., the high-souled and Island-born 
Krishna, Cuka walked round him and addressed him the 
usual enquiries/ 1 Hearing of Ouka’s intention, the high- 
souled Rishi became highly pleased. Addressing him, the 
great Rishi said, — 0 son, 0 dear son, do thou stay here 
•today so. that I may behold thee for some time for gratifying 



Parva.) ’ . cant i parta,: 7gg 

my eyes !* 9 — Ouka, However, was indifferent to that request 
Ihreed from affection and all doubt, he began to think only 
of Emancipation, and set his heart on the journey. 88 Leav- 
ing his sire, that foremost of Rishis then proceeded to the* 
spacious breast of Kailasa which was inhabited by crowds 
of ascetics crowned with success. 1 ,,fi * 'j 



Section CCCXXXIXL 

“Bhishma said,— ‘Having ascended the summit of the 
mountain, O Bharafca, the son of Vyasa sat down upon a 
level spot free from blades of grass and retired from the 
haunts of other creatures. 1 Agreeably to the direction of 
the scriptures and to the ordinances laid down, that ascetic, 
conversant with the gradual order of the successive processed 
of'Yoga, held his soul first in one place and then in an* 
Other, commencing from his feet and proceeding through all 
the limbs. 2 Then when the Sun had not risen long, Cuka 
sat, with his face turned Eastwards, and hands and feet 
drawn in, in! an humble attitude. 8 In that spot where the 
intelligent son of Vyasa sat prepared to address himself to 
Yoga, there were no flocks of birds, no sound, and no sight 
that was repulsive or terror-inspiring. 4 He then beheld his 
'own Soul freed from all attachments. Beholding that high- 
est of all things, he laughed in joy.* 5 He once more set 
'himself to Yoga for attaining to the path of Emancipation, 
Becoming "the great master of Yoga, he transcended the 
element of space. 8 He then circumambulated the celestial 
‘Eishi Narada, and represented unto that foremost of Rishis 
the fact of his having addressed himself to the highest Yoga. 7 

“ ‘0 uka said, — I have succeeded in beholding the path 
(of Emancipation). I have addrest myself to it. Blessed 
.be thou, O thou of wealth of penances 1 I shall, through 
Ithy grace, 0 thou of great splendour, attain to an end that 
•is highly desirable T — 8 '■ • ■> 

* ; Mahftsa hasani* is an instance in Ban skirt of the cognate go v era- 
; meat of' ‘ neuter verbs,— 1 T. ■ . : * . ^ 
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“ Bhishma said, — 'Having received the permission of 
Karada, Cuka the son of the Island-torn Tyasa sainted the 
celestial ■ Rishi and <nce nme set himself to Yoga and 
entered the element of space . 9 Ascending then from the 
breast of the Kailasa mountain, he soared into the sky* 
Capable of traversing through the welkin, the blessed Cuka 
of fixed conclusion, then identifie d himself with the element 
of Wind . 10 As that foremost of regenerate ones, possessed 
of effulgence like that of Garuda, was traversing through 
the skies with the speed of the wind or thought, all 
creatures cast their eyes upon him , 11 Endued with the 
splendour of fire or the Sun, Ouka then regarded the three 
worlds in their entirety as one homogeneous Brahma, and 
proceeded along that path of great length . 13 Indeed, all 
creatures, mobile and immobile, cast their eyes upon him 
as he proceeded with concentrated attention, and a tran- 
quil and fearless soul . 13 All creatures, agreeably to the 
ordinance and according to their power, worshipped him 
with reverence. The denizens of heaven rained showers of 
celestial flowers upon him . 14 Beholding him, all the tribes 
of Apsaras and Gandharvas became filled with wonder. The 
Rishis also, that were crowned with success, became equally 
amazed . 15 And they asked themselves, — Who is this one 
that has attained to success by his penances? With gaze 
withdrawn from his own body but turned upwards, be is 
.filling us all with pleasure by his glances l l * — Of highly 
righteous soul and celebrated throughout the three worlds, 
Cuka proceeded in silence, his face turned towards the East 
and gaze directed towards the Sun. As he proceeded, he 
seemed to fill the entire welkin with an all-pervading noise . 17 
Beholding him coming in that way, ail the tribes of the 
Apsaras, struck with awe, O king, became filled with amaze- 
ment * 18 Headed by Panchachuda and others, they looked 
at Cuka with eyes expanded by wonder. And they asked 
one another, saying,— What deity is this one that has attain- 
ed to such a high end ? Without doubt, he comes hither, 
freed from all attachments and emancipated from all desire ! l * 
—•Cuka then proceeded to the Malaya mountains where 
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tFrvagi and Purvachitti used to always dwell. 20 Both of 
them, beholding the energy of the son of the great regener- 
ate Rishi, became filled with wonder* And they said,— 
Wonderful is this concentration of attention (to Toga) of 
a regenerate youth who was accustomed to the recitation and 
study off the Vedas ! Soon will he traverse the entire 
welkin like the Moon* It was by dutiful service and humble 
min lustrations towards his sir© that he acquired this excel- 
lent understanding. 21 * 22 He is firmly attached to his sire, 
possessed of austere penances, and is very much loved by 
his sire. Alas, why has he been dismissed by his inattentive 
father to proceed (thus) along a way whence there is no 
return’? 28 — Hearing these words of Urvagi, and attending to 
their import, Cuka, that foremost of all persons conversant 
with duties, cast his eyes on all sides , 24 and once more 
beheld the entire welkin, the whole Earth with *her moun- 
tains and waters and forests, and also all the lakes and 
rivers. 25 All the deities also, of both sexes, joining their 
hands, paid reverence to the son of the Island-born Rishi 
and gazed at him with wonder and respect. 26 That fore- 
most of all righteous men, Cuka, addressing all of them, 
said these words, — If my sire follow me and repeatedly call 
after me by my name, 27 do all of you together return him 
an answer for me. Moved by the affection all of you hear 
for me, do you accomplish this request of min© l 28 — Hear- 
ing these words of Cuka, all the points of the compass, all 
the forests, all the seas, all the rivers, and all the mountains, 
answered him from every side, saying , 29 — W e accept thy 
command, 0 regenerate one ! It shall be as thou sayest t 
It is in this way that we answer the words spoken by the 
Rishi l— ” s0 


Section CCCXXXI V 

“Rhishma said, — ‘Having spoken in this way (unto all 
things), the regenerate Rishi of austere penances, m, 
Cuka, stayed on his success, casting off the four kinds of 
faults. 1 Casting off also the eight kinds of Tamas, he die- 
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niissed the "'five kinds of Rajas. Endued with great' 
intelligence, he then cast off the attribute of Satfcwa. All 
this seemed exceedingly wonderful, 3 He then dwelt in that 1 
eternal station that is destitute of attributes, freed from 
every indication, that is, in Brahma , blazing like a smoke- 
less fire. 2 Meteors began to shoot The points of • the 
compass seemed to be ablaze. The Earth trembled. Ail" 
these phenomena seemed exceedingly -wonderful, 4 The trees 
began to cast off their branches and the mountains their i 
summits. Loud- reports (as of thunder) were heard that 
seemed to rive the Himavat mountains, 5 The Sun seemed at 
that moment to be shorn of splendour. Fire refused to blaze 
forth. The lakes and rivers and seas were all agitated, 8 
Yasava poured showers of rain of excellent taste and 
fragrance. A pure breeze began to blow, bearing excellent 
perfumes, 7 Cuka, as he proceeded through the welkin, 
beheld two beautiful summits, one belonging to Himavat 
and another to Meru, These were in close contact - with 
each other. One of them was made of gold and was, there- 
fore, yellow; the other was white, being made of silver,® 
Each of them, O Bharata, was a hundred Yojanas in height 
and of the same measure in breadth. Indeed, as Ouka 
Journeyed towards the north, he saw those two beautiful 
summits. 8 With a fearless heart he dashed against those 
two summits that were united with each other. Unable to 
bear the force, the summits were suddenly rent in twain, 18 
The sight they thereupon presented, 0 monarch, was ex- 
ceedingly wonderful to behold. Ouka pierced through those 
summits, 11 for they were unable to stop his onward course# 
it this a loud noise arose in heaven, made by the denizens 
thereof. 12 The Gandharvas and the Rishis also and others 
that dwelt in that mountain uttered loud cheers at the 
sight of the mountain being rent in twain and Cuka pass- 
ing through it. Indeed, O Bharata, a loud noise was heard 
Everywhere at that moment, consisting of the words — Excel- 
lent, Excellent! 18 — He. was adored by the Gandharvas and 
skis, by crowds of Yakhas and Rakshasas, and by* 
YMy ad harass The entire -firmament be- 
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came strewn with celestial flowers showered from heaven at 
that moment when Guka thus pierced through that impene- 
trable barrier, 0 monarch l 15 The righteous-souled Cuka 
then beheld from a high region the celestial stream Manda- 
kini of great beauty, running below through a region adorn- 
ed by many flowering groves and woods. 16 In these waters 
many beautiful Apsaras were sporting. Beholding Guka 
who was bodiless, those unclad aerial beings felt no shame. 17 
Learning that Cuka had undertaken his great journey, his 
sire Vyasa, filled with affection, followed him behind along 
the same aerial path. 18 Meanwhile Cuka, proceeding through 
that region of the firmament that is above the region of the 
wind, displayed his Yoga-prowess and identified himself 
with Brahma.* 12 Adopting the subtile path of high Yoga, 
Vyasa of austere penances, reached within the twinkling of 
the eye that spot whence Cuka first undertook his journey. 2 * 
Proceeding along the same way, Vyasa beheld the moun- 
tain summit rent in twain and through which Guka has 
passed. Encountering the Island-born ascetic, the Kishis 
began to represent to him the achievements of his som 2t 
Vyasa, however, began to indulge in lamentations, loudly 
calling upon his son by name and causing the three worlds to 
resound with the noise he made 22 Meanwhile, the righteous- 
souled Guka, who had entered all things, had become the soul 
of all things, and had acquired omnipresence, answered his 
sire by uttering the monosyllable Bho in the form of an 
echo. 26 At this, the entire universe of mobile and immobile 
creatures, uttering the monosyllable Bho, echoed the answer 
of Guka. 24 From that time to this, when sounds are uttered 
in mountain-caves or on mountain-breasts, the latter, as if 
in answer to Guka, still echo them (with the monosyllable 
Bho)?* Having cast off all the attributes of sound, &c., 
and showing his Yoga-prowess in the manner of his dis- 
appearance, Cuka in this way attained to the highest 
station. 26 Beholding that glory and puissance of his son 

* The Rishis knew that the height of the atmosphere is not inter- 
minable. — T. 
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of immeasurable energy, Vyasa sat down on the breast of 
the mountain and began to think of his son with grief. 

The Apsaras who were sporting on the banks of the celestial 
stream Mandakini, seeing the Rishi seated there, became 
all agitated with shame and lost heart. 28 Some of them, to 
hide their nudity, plunged into the stream, and some entered 
the groves hard by, and some quickly took up their clothes, 
at beholding the Rishi. 28 (None of them had betrayed any 
signs of agitation at sight of his son). The Rishi, beholding 
these movements, understood that his son had been emanci- 
pated from all attachments, but that he himself was not 
freed therefrom. At this he became filled with both joy and 
shame. 80 As Vyasa was seated there, the auspicious god 
Civa, armed with Pinaka, surrounded on all sides by many 
4eities and Gandharvas and adored by all the great Rishis, 
came thither. 81 Consoling the Island-born Rishi who was 
burning with grief on accout. of his son, Mahadeva said these 
■words unto him, 82 — Thou hadst formerly solicited from me a 
son possessed of the energy of Fire, Earth, of Water, of Wind, 
and of Space !** Procreated by thy penances, the son that 
was born unto thee was of that very kind. Proceeding from 
-my grace, he was pure and full of Brahma-energy. 54 He has 
attained to the highest end, — an end that is, which none can 
win that has not completely subjugated his senses, nor by 
•even any of the deities. Why then, O regenerate Rishi, dost 
thou grieve for that son ? 26 As long as the hills will last, as 
long as the ocean will last, so long will the fame of thy son 
•endure undiminished I s8 Through my grace, O great Rishi, 
thou shalt behold in this world a shadowy form resembling 
thy son, moving by the side and never deserting thee for a 
single moment I 37 — Thus favoured by the illustrious Rudra 
himself, O Bharata, the Rishi beheld a shadow of his son by 
his side. He returned from that place, filled with joy at this. 88 
I have now told thee, 0 chief of Bharata’s race, everything 
regarding the birth and life of Cuka about which thou hadst 
asked me. 29 The celestial Rishi Narada and the great Yogin 
Tr yasa had repeatedly, told all this to me in days of yore when 
- -- 1 -- — - conversation ^ 0 That 
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person devoted to tranquillity who hears this sacred history 
directly connected with the topic of Emancipation Is certain 
to attain to the highest end/ 


Section CCCXXXV. 

“ Yudhishthira said,— ‘If a man be a house-holder or 
Brahmaeharin, a forest-recluse or a mendicant, and if he 
desire to achieve success, what deity should he adore ? l 
Whence can he certainly acquire heaven and whence that 
which is of the highest benefit (viz., Emancipation) ? Ac- 
cording to what ordinances should he perform the homa in 
honor of the gods and the Pitris ? 2 What is the end to 
which one goes when one becomes emancipated ? What is 
the essence of Emancipation ? What should one do so that 
one, having attained to heaven, would not have to fall down 
thence Who is the deity of the deities ? And who is the 
Pitri of the Pitris ? Who is he that is superior to him who 
Is the deity of the deities and the Pitri of the Pitris ? Tell 
me ail this, 0 Grandsire !’ 4 

“Bhishma said,— 0 thou that art well acquainted with 
the art of questioning, this question that thou hast asked 
me, O sinless one, is one that touches a deep mystery* One 
cannot answer it with the aid of the science of argumenta- 
tion even if one were to strive for a hundred years. 6 With- 
out the grace of Narayana, 0 king, or an accession of 
high knowledge, this question of thine is incapable of being 
answered. Connected though this topic be with a deep 
mystery, I shall yet, O slayer of foes, expound it to thee If 6 

* In this Section, Bhishma recites to Yudhishthira the fact of Cuka’s 
departure from this world, and Yyasa’s grief at the occurrence. He 
speaks of the fact as one that had been related to him in bygone times 
by both Narada and Vyasa himself. It is evident from this that the 
Cuka who recited the iCrimad-Bhagavat to Parikshit the grandson of 
Yudhishthira, could not possibly be the Cuka who was YySsa’s son. Or- 
thoxy would be staggered at this, for the prevailing impression is that 
it was Vyasa’s son Cuka who recited the Bhagavata to Parikshit.— T„ 

f What Bhishma says here is that without faith this subject is in* 
©apable being understood*— X, 
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In this connection is cited the old history of the discourse 
between Narada and the Rishi N stray an a/ I heard it from 
my sire that in the Ivrifca age, O monarch, during the epoch 
of the Self-born Mann, the eternal Narayana, the Soul of the 
universe, took birth as the son of Dharma in a quadruple 
form, viz., as Kara, Caravan a, Hari, and the Self-create 



Krishna .* 5 " 9 Amongst them all, Narayana and Kara under- 
went the severest austerities by repairing to the Himalyan 
retreat known by the name of Yadari, and riding on their 
golden cars . 10 Each of those cars "was furnished with eight 
wheels, and made up of the five primal elements, and exceed- 
ingly beautifuhf Those original regents of the world who 
bad taken birth as the sons of Dharma, became exceedingly 
emaciated in person in consequence of the austerities they 
underwent. Indeed, for those austerities and for their 
energy, the very deities were unable to look at them . 11 
Only that deity unto whom they were kind could behold 
them . 12 Without doubt, with his heart devoted to them, 
and impelled by a longing desire to behold them, Narada 
dropped down on Gandhamadana from a summit of the high 
v/inountains of Meru and wandered over all the world . 13 
Possessed of great speed, he at last repaired to that spot 
whereon was situate the retreat of Yadari. Impelled by 
curiosity he entered that retreat at the hour of Nara’s and 
Naray ana’s performing their daily rites . 14 He said unto 
himself, — This is truly the retreat of that Being in whom 
are established all the worlds including the deities, the 
Asuras, the Gandharvas, the Kinnaras, and the great snakes ! lS 
There was only one form of this great Being before. That 
form took birth in four shapes for the expansion of the race 


* This is a triplet. The last word of the third line, viz., ‘Swayanv 
bhuvah. , refers to ‘Krishnah,’ but it has no especial meaning. It s an 
adjective used more for the sake of measure than for anything else. — T. 

t The golden cars referred to here are the fleshy bodies of the two 
deities. The body is called the car because like the car, it is pro- 
pelled by some force other than the Soul which owns it for a time, the 
Soul being inactive. It is regarded as golden because every one be- 
comes attached to it as something very valuable. The eight wheels 
fire Avidy& and the rest,—' T, 
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of Dharma which have been reared by that; deity. 16 How won- 
derful it is that Dharma has thus been honored by these four 
great deities, viz., Nara, Narayana, Krishna, and Hari ! 17 In 
this spot Krishna and Hari dwelt formerly. The other two, 
however, viz., Nara and Narayana, are now dwelling here 
engaged in penances for the object of enhancing their merit. 18 
These two are the highest refuge of the universe. What 
can be the nature of the daily rites these two perform ? They 
are the sires of all creatures, and the illustrious deities of all 
beings. Endued with high intelligence, what is that deity 
whom these two worship ? Who are those Pitris whom these 
two Pitris of all beings adore ? u '— Thinking of this in his 
mind, and filled with devotion towards Narayana, Narada 
suddenly appeared before those two gods. 20 After those two 
deities had finished their adorations to their deities and the 
JRishis , they looked at the celestial Kishi arrived at their 
retreat. The latter was honored with those eternal rites that 
are ordained in the scriptures. 21 Beholding that extraordinary 
conduct of the two original deities in themselves worshipping 
other deities and Pitris, the illustrious Rishi Narada took his 
seat there, well pleased with the honors he had received. 32 
With a cheerful soul he cast his eyes then on Narayana, and 
bowing unto Mahadeva he said these words. 23 

“ ‘N arada said, — In the Yedas and the Puranas, in the 
Angas and the subsidiary Angas, thou art sung with 
reverence ! Thou art unborn and eternal 1 Thou art the 
Creator 1 Thou art the mother of the universe ! Thou art 
the embodiment of Immortality and thou art the foremost 
of all things. The Past and the Future, indeed, the entire 
universe has been established on thee \ u The four modes of 
life, 0 lord, having the domestic for their first, ceaselessly 
sacrifice to thee that art of diverse forms. 25 Thou art the 
father and the mother and the eternal preceptor of the 
universe. We know not who is that deity or that Pitri 
unto whom thou art sacrificing today ! s$ — 

“ 'The holy one said, — This topic is one about which 
nothing should be said. It is an ancient mystery. Thy 
devotion to me is very great. Hence, O regenerate one, 
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immobile, durable, destitute of all connection with the 
senses and the objects of the senses, that which is dissociated 
from the (five) elements, i? — that is called the in-dwelling Soul 
of all existent creatures. That is known by the name of 
Kshetrajna. Transcending the three attributes of Sattwa, 
Eajas, and Tamas, that is regarded as Purusha in the 
scriptures. 2 ' From Him hath followed the unmanifest, O 
foremost of regenerate ones, possessed of the three attributes 
of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas. Though really unmanifest, 
she is called indestructible Prakriti and dwell in all mani- 
fest forms . 30 Know that She is the source whence we two 
have sprung. That all-pervading Soul, which is made up 
of all existent and non-existent things, is adored by us. 
Even He is what we worship in all those rites that we 
perform in honor of the deities and the Pitris . 31 There is 
no higher deity or Pitri than He, O regenerate one ! He 
should be known as our Soul. It is Him that we worship . 32 
This course of duties followed by men has, O regenerate 
one, been promulgated by Him. It is His ordinance that 
we should duly perform all the rites laid down in respect of 
the deities and the Pitris." Brahman, Sthanu, Manu, 
Daksha, Bhrigu, Dharma, Yama, Marichi, Angiras, Atri, 
Pulasbya, Pulaha, Kratu , 34 Ya<jishtha, Parameshthi, Yivaswat, 
Shoma, he that has been called Karddama, Krodha, Avak, 
and Krita, 35 — these one and twenty persons, called Prajapatis, 
were first born. All of them obeyed the eternal law of the 
Supreme God." Observing all the rites, in detail, that 
were ordained in honor of the deities and the Pitris, all 
those foremost of regenerate persons acquired all those 
objects which they sought." The incorporeal denizens of 
Heaven itself bow to that Supreme deity and through His 
grace they attain to those fruits and that end which He 
ordains for them . 58 This is the settled conclusion of the 
scriptures that those persons that are freed from these seven 
and ten attributes, (viz., the five senses of knowledge, the 
five senses of action, the five vital breaths, and mind and 
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understanding), that have cast off all acts, and that are 
divested of the five and ten elements which constitute fche 
gross body, are said to be Emancipate.* 2 That which the 
Emancipate attain to as their ultimate end is called by the 
name of Kshetrajna. He is regarded (in the scriptures) as 
both possessed of and freed from all the attributes. 40 He 
can be apprehended by Knowledge alone. We two have 
sprung from Him. Knowing him in that way, we adore 
that eternal Soul of all things. 41 The Yedas and all the 
modes of life, though characterised by divergences of opinion, 
all worship Him with devotion. It is He who, speedily 
moved to grace, confers on them high ends fraught with 
felicity. 42 Those persons in this world who, filled with His 
spirit, become fully and conclusively devoted to Him, attain 
to ends that are much higher, for they succeed in entering 
Him and becoming merged in his Self. 43 I have now, O 
Narada, discoursed to thee on what Is a high mystery, 
moved by the love I bear to thee for thy devotion to me* 
Indeed, in consequence of that devotion which thou prcn 
fessest towards me, thou hast succeeded in listening to this 
my discourse ! — ’ 


Section CCCXXXVI. 

“Bhishma said, — ‘Addressed by Narayana, that foremosl 
of beings, in these words, Narada, the foremost of men, then 
said these words unto Narayana for the good of the world. 1 * 

‘“Narada said, — Let that object be accomplished fo t 
which thou, 0 Self-born Being, hast taken birth in four 
forms in the house of Dharfna ! I shall now repair (to tha 
White Island) for beholding thy original nature. 2 1 always 
worship my seniors. I have never divulged the secrets of 
others, 0 lord of the universe, I have studied the Yedas 
with care, I have undergone astere penances. I have 
never spoken an untruth. 3 As ordained in the scriptures,. 
I have always protected the four that should be protected.* 

* L e. the hands, the feet, the stomach, and- the organ of pleasure. 
The hands are said to be projected when they are restrained from 
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I always behave equally towards friends and foes* Wholly 
and conclusively devoted to Him, that first of deities, m, 
the Supreme Soul, I Incessantly adore Him . 4 Having 
cleansed my soul by these acts of special merit, why shall 
I not succeed in obtaining a sight of that Infinite Lord of 
the universe ? — Hearing these words of Parameshfchi’s son, 
Narayana, that protector of the scriptures, said unto him, 
saying/ — Go, G Narada ! — Before dismissing him, however, 
the great deity worshipped the celestial Bishi with those 
rites and ceremonies which have been laid down In the 
scriptures by himself* Narada also gave due honors to the 
ancient Bishi Narayana. After such honors had been 
mutually given and received, the son of Parameshthi de- 
parted from that spot . 8 Endued with high Yoga-puissance, 
Narada suddenly soared Into the firmament and reached the 
^ summit of the mountains of Meru, Proceeding to a retired 
spot on that summit, the great ascetic took rest for a short 
while . 7 He then cast his eyes towards the north western 
direction and behold an exceedingly wonderful sight. To- 
wards the north, in the ocean of Milk, there is a large Island 
named the White Island . 8 The learned say that its distance 
from the mountains of Meru Is greater than two and thirty 
thousand Yojanas. The denizens of that realm have no senses. 
They live without taking food of any kind. Their eyes 
are winkless. They always emit excellent perfumes/ Their 
complexions are white, They are cleansed from every sin. 
They blast the eyes of those sinners that look at them® 
Their bones and bodies are as hard as thunder. They 
regard honor and dishonor in the same light. They all 
look as if they are of celestial origin. All of them are 
g. endued, besides, with auspicious marks and great strength . 10 
ft Their heads seem to be like umbrellas. Their voices are 


commission of all improper acts ; the feet are said to be duly protect- 
ed when they are restrained from touching all improper places. The 
stomach is said to be protected when one never takes any kind of 
improper food, and when one abstains from all evil acts for appeas- 
ing one’s, hunger. And lastly, one is said to restrain the organ of 
pleasure when one abstains from all acts of improper congress. — T. 

i 111 s 




jpam*.] 


745 


OA NT l PAHVA. 

deep like that of the clouds. Each of them have four 
Mushkas.* The soles of their feet were marked by hundreds 
of lines. They had sixty teeth all of which were white (and 
large), and eight smaller ones. They had many tongues, 
With those tongues they seemed to lick the very Sun whose 
face is turned towards every direction, 11 Indeed, they seemed 
to be capable of devouring that great deity from whom 
hath sprung the entire universe, the Vedas, the duties, and 
the Munis wedded to the attribute of tranquillity/ 12 

“Yudhishthira said, — c O grandsire, thou hast said that 
those beings have no senses, that they do not eat anything 
for supporting their lives; that their eyes are winkless; and 
that they always emit excellent perfumes, I ask, how were 
they born ? What also is the superior end to which they 
attain ? 13 0 chief of Bharata’s race, are the indications of 

those men that become emancipate the same as those by 
which the denizens of the White Island are distinguished? 1 * 
Do thou dispel my doubts ! The curiosity I feel is very 
great. Thou art the repositary of all histories and discourses. 
As regards ourselves, we entirely depend on thee for know** 
ledge and instruction ! ,i5 

“Bhishma continued, — 'This narrative, 0 monarch, which 
I have heard from my sire, is extensive. I shall now recite 
it to thee. Indeed, it is regarded as the essence of all 
narratives. 15 There was, in times past ? a king on Earth of 
the name of Uparichara. He was known to be the friend of 
Indra the chief of the celestials. He was devoted to Nara- 
yana called also by the name of Hari. 17 He was observant 
of all the duties laid down in the scriptures. Ever devoted 
to his sire, he was always heedful and ready for action. 
He won the sovereignty of the world in consequence of a 
..boon he had obtained from Narayana. 18 Following the 
Sattwata ritual that had been declared in days of yore by 
Surya himself, king Uparichara used to worship the God of 

* The word *Mushka’ as ordinarily understood, implies the serotum, 
er testes. The Commenfcafcor Nilakantha supposes that it may stand for 
the shoulder-knot. He believes that the phrase implies that the people 

of this Island had each four arras. -r-T* 
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gods (Narayana), and after his worship was over, to adore 
(with what remained) the Grandsires of the universe .* 10 
After worshipping the Grandsires (Pi iris), he worshipped 
the Brahmanas. He then divided the offerings among those 
that were dependent on him. With what remained after serv- 
ing those, the king satisfied his own hunger. Devoted to 
truth, the monarch abstained from doing any injury to any 
creature . 20 With his whole soul, the king was devoted to 
that God of gods, viz*, Janartidana, who is without beginning 
and middle and end, who is the Creator of the universe, and 
who is without deterioration of any kind . 21 Beholding the 
devotion to Narayana of that slayer of foes, the divine chief 
of the celestials himself shared with him his own seat and 
bed . 22 His kingdom and wealth and spouses and animals 
were all regarded by him as obtained from Narayana. He, 
therefore, offered all his possessions to that great deity.f** 
Adopting the Sattwata ritual, king Uparichara, with con- 
centrated soul, used to discharge all his sacrificial acts and 
observances, both optional and obligatory . 24 In the palace 
©f that illustrious king, many foremost Brahmanas, well 
conversant with the Fanchardtra ritual, used to eat before 
all others the food offered to the god Narayana . 26 As long 
as that slayer of foes continued to rule his kingdom righte- 
ously, no untruth ever escaped his lips and no evil thought 
ever entered his mind . 2 " 6 With his limbs he never committed 
oven the slightest sin. The seven celebrated Rishis, viz*, 
Marichi, Atri, Angiras, Fulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, and 
Ya<;ishtha of great energy, who came to be known by the 
name of Chifcra-gikhandins, uniting together on the breast 
of that foremost of mountains, viz*, Meru, promulgated an 
excellent treatise on duties and observances that was con- 

* The ‘Sattwata’ ritual is explained by the Commentator to mean 
the ‘Pancha-ratra’ ritual. ‘Tachccheshena’ implies ‘with what remain- 
ed after Vishnu’s worship was over. 7 — T. 

+ /. e dedicated his possessions to the service of N&rayana, and 
%eld them as the great God’s custodian. In other words, he never 
’egard^d his wealth as his own, but was always ready to devote It to 
" goad and pious purposes. --T* 
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sis tent with the four Vedas* The contents of that treatise 
were uttered by seven mouths, and constituted the best 
compendium of human duties and observances. Known, as 
already stated, by the name of Chitra-Qikhandins, those 
•seven Rishis constitute the seven (Prakrit!-) elements (of 
Mahat, Ahankara, &c.), and the Self-born Mann, who is 
the eighth in the enumeration, constituted original Pra* 
kriti These eight uphold the universe, and it was these 
eight that promulgated the treatise adverted to , 27 " 20 With 
their senses and minds under complete control, and ever 
devoted to Yoga, these eight ascetics, with concentrated 
souls, are fully conversant with the Past, the Present, and 
the Future, and are devoted to the religion of Truth. 51 — 
This is good, — This is Brahma, — This is highly beneficial,— 
reflecting in their minds in this way, those Rishis created 
the worlds, and the science of morality and duty that 
governs those worlds . 82 In that treatise the authors dis- 
coursed on Religion and Wealth and Pleasure, and subse- 
quently on Emancipation also. They also laid down in it 
the various restrictions and limitations intended for the 
Earth as also for Heaven . 23 They composed that treatise 
after having worshipped with penances the puissant and 
illustrious Narayana called also Hari, for a thousand celes- 
tial years, in company with many other Rishis . 24 Gratified 
with their penances and worship, Narayana commanded the 
goddess of speech, viz., Saraswati, to enter into the persons 
of those Rishis. The goddess, for the good of the worlds, did 
what she was ordered .' 35 In consequence of the entrance of 
the goddess of speech into their persons, those Rishis, well 
conversant with penances, succeeded in composing that fore- 
most of treatises in respect of vocables, import, and reason.* 3 * 
Having composed that treatise sanctified with the syllable 
Om, the Rishis first of all read it to Narayana who heard them 
from kindness . 37 The illustrious and incorporeal Narayana 
became highly pleased with what he heard. That foremost 


* J. e., the treatise those Rishis composed was the foremost of its 
kind in respect of choice and harmony of vocables, of import or gens*, 
find of reasons with which every assertion was fortified.— T* 
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of all Beings then addressed those Rishis in an incorporeal 
voice and said,*’— Excellent is this treatise that ye have 
composed consisting of a hundred thousand verses. The 
duties and observances of all the worlds will flow from this 
your work P In complete accordance with the four Vedas, 
viz., the Yajushes, the Richs, the Samans, and the Athar- 
vans of Angiras, this treatise of yours will be an authority 
in all the worlds in respect of both Pravritti and Nivrit- 
Agreeably to the authority of the scriptures I have 
created Brahman from the attribute of Grace, Rudra from 
my Wrath, and yourselves, ye Brahmanas, as representing 
the Prakriti-elements (of Mahat, Ahankara, &c ,). 41 Surya, 
and Chandramas, Wind, and Earth, and Water and Fire, 
-airthe stars and planets and constellations, all else that is 
called by the name of creatures , 42 and utterers of Brahma 
{oiLtbe Vedas), all live and act in their respective spheres 
-and are all respected as authorities. Even this treatise that 
-ye have, composed shall be regarded by all persons in the 
Bame light, viz., as a work of the highest authority. This is 
aiiy command, Guided by this treatise, the Self-born Manu 
JrimseJf will declare to the world its course of duties and 
observances . 4 ”' 14 When "Dianas and Vrihaspati will arise, 
they also will promulgate their respective treatises on morali- 
ty and religion, guided by and quoting from this your 
treatise if 5 After the publication of his treatise by the Self- 
;born Manu and of that by U (janas, and after the publi- 
cation of the treatise also by Vrihaspati , 46 this science 
‘composed by you will be acquired by king Vasu (otherwise 

Ihere are two religions, viz., that of Pravritti, implying acts and 
^observances, and that of Nivritti, implying a complete abstention from 
^11 acts and observances. The last is also called the religion of Eman- 
^ipation.— T. 

: * Whether any work on morality and religion was ever actually 

Composed by the seven Rishis or not, no such work, it is certain, is in 
r-existetiee -now. Besides this mention of wovi? ~ 
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known by the name of Uparichara). Indeed, ye foremost of 
regenerate ones, that king will acquire this knowledge of 
this work from Vrihaspati. 47 That King, filled with all goo$ 
thoughts, will become deeply devoted to me. Guided by this 
treatise, he will accomplish all his religious acts and observe 
ances. 48 Verily, this treatise composed by you will be the 
foremost of all treatises on morality and religion. Possessed 
of excellence, this treatise is fraught with instructions for ac- 
quiring both Wealth and Religious merit, and is full of mys- 
teries, 49 In consequence of the promulgation of this treatise 
of yours, ye will be progenitors of an extensive race ! King 
TJparichara also will become endued with greatness and 
prosperity. 50 Upon the death, however, of that king, this 
eternal treatise will disappear from the world, I tell you 
all this i fil — Having said these words unto all those Rishis, 
the invisible Narayana left them and proceeded to some 
place that was not known to them. 62 Then those sires of 
the world, those Rishis that bestowed their thoughts on the 
ends pursued by the world, duly promulgated that treatise 
which is the eternal origin of all duties and observances. 63 
Subsequently, when Vrihaspati was born in Angirass race in 
the first or the Krita age, those seven Rishis charged him 
.with the task of promulgating their treatise which was con- 
sistent with the Upani shads and the several branches of the 
Vedas. 64 They themselves who were upholders of the universe 
and the first promulgators of duties and religious observances, 
then proceeded to the place they chose, resolved to devote 
themselves to penances/ ” 6S , 


Section CCCXXXVII. ' ' 

“Rhishma said, — 'Then, upon the expiration of the great 
.Kalpa, when the celestial Purohita Vrihaspati was born in 
the race of Angiras, all the deities became very happy/ 
The words Vrihat, Brahma, and Mahal all bear the same 
Sense,* The celestial Purohita, 0 king, came to be called 

* ‘Paryyaya’ literally- means a list,- The. fact ■ iv«i all Sanskrit 
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Yribaspati because lie was endued with all these attributes/ 
King Uparichara, otherwise called Vasu, became a disciple 
of Vrihaspati and soon became the foremost of Ms disciples-. 
Admitted as such, he began to study at the feet of his 
preceptor that science which was composed by the seven 
Kish is who were (otherwise) known by the name of Chitra- 
ijikhandins/ With soul cleansed from all evil by sacrifices 
and other religious rites, he ruled the Earth like Indra 
ruling the Heaven , 4 The illustrious king performed a great 
Horse-sacrifice in which his preceptor Yrihaspati became the 
Motri * The sons of Prajapati (Brahman) themselves, viz., 
Ekata, Dwita, and Trita, became the Sadasyas in that sacri- 
fice ,^ 4 There were others also who became Sadasyas in that 
sacrifice, viz,, Dhanusha, Raivya, Arvavasu, Para vasu, the 
Kishi Medhatithi, the great Rishi Tandy a , 7 the blessed 
Rishi Canti, he called Veda<jiras, the foremost of Rishis, viz*, 
Kapita, who was the father of Oalihotra , 8 the first Kalpa, 
Titbiri the elder brother of Vai<jampayana, Kanwa, and 
Devahotra, forming in all sixteen . 9 In that great sacrifice, 
O monarch, all the requisite articles were collected. No ani- 
mals were slain in it. The king had ordained it so . 10 He 
was full of compassion. Of pure and liberal mind, he had 
cast off all desire, and was well-conversant with all rites. 
The requisites of that sacrifice all consisted of the productions 
of the wilderness . 11 The ancient God of gods {viz n Hari), 
became highly gratified with the king on account of that 
sacrifice. Incapable of being seen by any one else, the great 
God showed himself to Ms worshipper . 12 Accepting by 
taking its scent, the share offered to him he himself took up "" 

lexicons, words expressive of the same meanings occur together. 
These lists are known by the name of ‘Paryyayak A more definite 
idea of the meaning of this word may be had by the English reader 
when he remembers that in a lexicon like Rogett’s Thesaurus, groups 
are given of words expresive of the same signification. Such groups 
are called ‘Paryy&yash — T. 

* The Motri has to pour libations on the sacrificial fire, reciting 
mantras the while. ‘Sadasyas* are persons that watch the sacrifice, u e. a 
take care that the ordinances of the scriptures are duly complied with, 

; They are, what is called, ‘Yidhi-dar^inas*.— T, 
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the Puroclci;au* The great God took up the offerings with- 
out being seen by any one, 13 At this, Yrihaspati became 
angry. Taking up the ladle he hurled it with violence at 
the sky, and began to shed tears in wrath. 14 Addressing 
king Uparichara he said, — Here, I place this as Narayanas 
share of the sacrificial offerings l Without doubt, he shall 
take it before my eyes ! 16 — * 

“Yudhishthira said, — Tn the great sacrifice of Uparichara* 
all the deities appeared in their respective forms for taking 
their shares of the sacrificial offerings and were seen by all. 
Why is it that the puissant Hari only acted otherwise by 
invisibly taking his share ? u ’ 

“Bhishma continued, — 'When Yrihaspati gave way to 
wrath, the great king Yasu and all his Sadasyas sought to 
pacifiy the great Rishi, 17 With cool heads, all of them ad- 
dressed Yrihaspati, saying, — It behooveth thee not to give 
way to anger l In this Krita age, this anger to which thou 
hast given way should not be the characteristic of any one ! iS 
The great deity for whom the share of the sacrificial offer- 
ings was designed by thee, is himself free from anger ! 
He is incapable of being seen either by ourselves or by thee, 
0 Yrihaspati ! 19 Only he can see Him to whom He becomes 
gracious l — Then the Riskis Ekata, Dwifca, and Trita, who 
were well conversant with the science of morality and duties 
compiled by the seven Rishis, addressed that conclave and 
began the following narration. 20 — We are the sons of Rrkman, 
begotten by a fiat of his will (and not in the ordinary way), 
Once on a time we repaired to the north for obtaining 
what is for our highest good. 21 Having undergone penances 
for thousands of years and acquired great ascetic . merit* 
we again stood on only one foot like fixed stakes of wood. 23 
The country where we underwent these austerest of penances* 
lies to the north of the mountains of Meru and on the shores 
of the ocean of milk. 23 The object we had in mind was how 
to behold the divine Narayana in his own form. Upon the 

* Clarified butter offered in sacrifices, with cakes of powdered 
barley feieeped in it,— T* 
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completion ox our penances and after we 
final ablutions, an incorporeal voice 
puissant Vrihaspafci, at once deep as 
exceedingly sweet and filii 
voice said, — Ye Brahmanas, 
penances with cheerful souls 1 
seek to know how 
great puissance 
milk there is t 
name of White Island. The j 
have complexions as white as the 
are devoted to Narayana. 28 i” 
of all Beings, they are devoted to Him 
souls. They all enter that eternal t ' ' 
a thousand rays.* 27 They are divested of 
not subsist on any kind of food. Their 
I heir bodies always emit a fragrance, 
of White Island believe and 
thither, 


bad performed the 
was heard by ns, O 
that of the clouds and 
»g the heart with joy. 24 The 
.we;I have ye performed these 
Devoted unto ISTarayana, ye 
ye “ ay Succeed iu beholding that” god of 
•- On the northern shores of the ocean of 
an island of great splendour called by the 
men that inhabit that island 
— J ra J s of the Moon and that 
TV orshippers of that foremost 

1 with their whole 

and illustrious deity of 
■* senses. They do 
eyes are winkless. 
Indeed, the denizens 
worship only One God. Go 

ye ascetics, for there I have revealed myself! 22 All 

of us, hearing these incorporeal words, proceeded by the way 
indicated to the country described. 28 Eagerly desirous of 
beholding Him and our hearts full of Him, we arrived at last 
at that large island called White Island. Arrived there, 
we could see nothing. Indeed, our vision was blinded by 
the energy of the great deity and accordingly we could not 

see TTim 4* 3( * A f. f.Ktn » 


* Professor Weber 


supposes that in this narrative of the three 
Bishis Ekata, Dwita, and Trita, the poet is giving a description of 
either Italy or some island in the Mediterranean, and of a Christian 
worship that certain Hindu pilgrims might have witnessed. Indeed a 
writer in the Calcutta Review has gone so far as to say that from what 
follows, the conjecture would not be a bold one that the whole passage 
pfers to the impression made on certain Hindu pilgrims npon witneL 
S* the celebration of the Eucharist according to the ordinances of the 
Soman Catholic Church. The Hon’ble K. T. Telang supposes that the 
whole passage is based on the poet’s imagination. ‘Ekantabhavopa- 
|a a is a en by some to mean “worshippers of the divine Unity”, 
de not think that such a rendering would be correct.— T. 
t I he Bombay reading is ‘tadapratihato-abhavatf. This seem, ** 
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God Himself, arose in our minds that one that had not under- 
gone sufficient penances could not speedily behold Narayana, 31 
Under the influence of this idea we once more set ourselves 
to the practice of some severe austerities, suited to the 
time and place, for a hundred years, Upon the completion 
of our vows, we beheld a number of men of auspicious fea- 
tures. 32 All of them were white and looked like the Moon 
(in color) and possessed every mark of blessedness. Their 
hands were always joined in prayer. The faces of some 
were turned towards the North and of some to the East, 
They were engaged in silently thinking on Brahma.* 23 The 
Yapa performed by those high-souled persons was a men- 
tal yapa (and did not consist of the actual recitation of 
any mantras in words). In consequence of their hearts 
having been entirely set upon Him, Hari became highly 
pleased with them. 84 The effulgence that was emitted by 
each of those men resembled, 0 foremost of ascetics, the 
splendours which Surya assumes when the time comes for 
the dissolution of the universe. 25 Indeed, we thought that 
that Island was the home of all Energy. All the inhabi- 
tants were perfectly equal in energy. There was no 
superiority or inferiority there among them.-p® We then 
suddenly beheld once more a light arise that seemed to be 
the concentrated effulgence of a thousand Suns, 0 Vrihas- 
pati. 27 The inhabitants, assembling together, ran towards 
that light, with hands joined in reverential attitude, full 
of joy, and uttering the one word Namas (we bow thee ! ). 2S 
We then heard a very loud noise uttered by all of them to- 

be better than the Bengal reading ‘tato-apratihata &e. 3 . If the Bengal 
reading be adhered to, ‘apratihat&h’ should be taken in the sense of 
‘nasti pratihato-yasmat 3 . The meaning, of course, would remain the 
same.— T, v:\. : 

* ‘^apa 3 means the silent recitation of certain sacred mantras or of 
the name of some deity. In the ease of the inhabitants of White 
Island, the silent recitation was no recitation of mantras or words, but 
was a meditation on incorporeal Brahma. The next Verse makes 
this clear. — T. 

t This would seem to show that it was the Boman Bepublic which 
the pilgrims saw.— T. r. ’ :: 3 • 
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gather. It seemed that those men were employed in offering 
a sacrifice to the great God. ss As regards ourselves, we were 
■suddenly deprived of our senses by his Energy, Deprived 
of vision and strength and all the senses, we could not see 
or feel anything,* 40 We only heard a loud volume of sound 
uttered by the assembled inhabitants. It said,— Yictory to 
thee, O thou of -eyes like lotus- petals 1 Salutations to thee, 
O Creator of the universe l 4t Salutations to thee, O Hrishi- 
kega, O foremost of Beings, 0 thou that art the First-born ! 
—Even this was the sound we heard, uttered distinctly and 
agreeably to the rules of orthoepy ,f 42 Meanwhile, a breeze, 

< fragrant and pure, blew, bearing perfumes of celestial flowers, 
and of certain herbs and plants that were of use on the 
occasion, 43 Those men, endued with great, devotion, possessed 
•of hearts full of reverence, conversant with the ordinances 
daid down in the Panchar atm, were then worshipping the 
great deity with mind, word, and deed,* 44 Without doubt, 
Hari appeared in that place whence the sound we heard 
arose. As regards ourselves, stupefied by His illusion, we 
■could not see Him. 45 After the breeze had ceased and the 
sacrifice had been over, our hearts became agitated with 
anxiety, O foremost one of Angiras’s race ! 4C As we stood 
■among those thousands of men all of whom were of pure 
-Afisnent. no one honored us with a glance or nod, 47 Those 
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ascetics, all of whom were cheerful and filled with devotion 
and who were all practising the Brahma-frame of mind* 
showed no kind of feeling for us,* 48 We had been exceed- 
ingly tired. Our penances had emaciated us, At that time, 
an incorporeal Being addressed us from the sky and said unto 
us these words. 49 — These white men, who are divested of all 
outer senses, are competent to behold (Narayana)* Only those • 
foremost of regenerate persons whom these white men honor- 
ed with their glances, become competent to behold the great 
God.f 6ft “ 51 Go hence, ye Munis, to the place whence ye have 
come 1 That great Deity is incapable of being ever seen 
by one that is destitute of devotion ! 52 Incapable of being 
seen in consequence of his dazzling effulgence, that illus- 
trious Deity can be beheld by only those persons that in 
course of long ages succeed in devoting themselves wholly 
and solely to Him. Ye foremost of regenerate ones, ye have 
a great duty to perform l 53 After the expiration of this the 
BLrita age, when the Treta age comes in course of the Vivas- 
wat cycle, a great calamity will overtake the worlds. Ye 
Munis, ye shall then have to become the allies of the deities 
(far dispelling that calamity) ! fi4 — Having heard these wonder- 
ful words that were sweet as nectar, we soon got back to the- 
place we desired, through the grace of that great Deity 
When with the aid of even such austere penances and of 
offerings devoutly given in sacrifices, we failed to have a sight 
of the great Deity, how, indeed, can you expect to behold* 
Him so easily ? 56 Narayana is a Great Being* He is the 
Creator of the universe. He is adored in sacrifices with 
offerings of clarified butter and other food dedicated with- 
the aid of Yedic mantras . He has no beginning and no- 
end. He is Unmanifest. Both the deities and the Dana- 
vas worship Him ! 6r — Induced by these words spoken by 
Ekata and approved by his companions, viz., Dwita and Trita, 


* The sense is this; as all of them were practising, that frame of 
mind which resembles Brahma, they regarded us not, i. e. 3 neither 
honored nor dishonored us. — T. 

t Both the vernacular translators have erred in rendering this* 
simple Verse*— T* 
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* The construction seems to be this : ‘Parangatimannprapta it! 
Bahmanah samanantaram naishthikam sthanam &e., } It does not 
mean, as K. P. Singha puts it, that he proceeded to Brahman’s region, 
nor, as the Burdwan translator puts it, that having gone to Brahman’s 
ase^on he attained to the highest end. The sense, on the other hand, 
is that as his was the very highest end, he, therefore, ascended to a 
spot that is higher than Brahman’s region. The simple meaning is 
|J»S king Upavicliara attaiued to identification with Brahma. — T. 


and solicited also by the other Sadasyas, the high-minded 
Vrihaspati brought that sacrifice to a completion after duly 
offering the accustomed adorations to the deities.* 8 King 
Uparichara also, having completed his great sacrifice, began 
to rule his subjects righteously. At last, casting off his 
body, he ascended to heaven. After sometime, through the 
curse of the Brahmanas, he fell down from those regions of 
felicity and sank deep into the bowels of the Earth. 63 King 
Vasu, O tiger among monarchs, was always devoted to the 
true religion. Although sunk deep into the bowels of the 
Earth, his devotion to virtue did not abate/ 0 Ever devoted to 
Narayana, and ever reciting sacred mantras having Narayana 
for their deity, he once more ascended to heaven through 
Narayana’s grace/ 1 Ascending from the bowels of the Earth, 
king Vasu, in consequence of the very highest end that he 
attained, proceeded to a spot that i 3 even higher than the 
region of Brahman himself.* 1 ’ ” M 


Section CCCXXXVIII. 


“Yudhishthira said, —‘When the great king Vasu was so 
wholly devoted to Narayana, for what reason then did he 
fall down from heaven and why again had he to sink beneath 
the surface of the Earth V 1 

“Bhishma said, — ‘In this connection is cited an old narra- 
tive, O Bharata, of a discourse between the Rishis and the 
gods. 1 he gods, once on a time, addressing many foremost 
of Brahmanas, said unto them that sacrifices should be per- 
formed by offering up Ajas as victims. By the word Aja 
should be understood the goat and no other animal/ 
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“‘The Rishis said, — The Vedic gvuti declares that in 
sacrifices the offerings should consist of (vegetable) seeds. 
Seeds are called Ajae. It behooveth you not to slay goats. 4 
Ye deities, that cannot be the religion of good and righteous* 
people in which the slaughter of animals is laid down. This, 
again, is the Krita age. How can animals be slaughtered 
in this epoch of righteousness ? 5 — •’ 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘While this discourse was going 
on between the Rishis and the deities, that foremost of 
kings, viz., Vasu, was seen to come that way. Endued with 
great prosperity, the king was coming through the welkin ,» 
accompanied by his troops and vehicles and animals. 8 
holding king Yasu coming to that spot through the skies; 
the Brahman as addressing the deities, said, — This one will 
remove our doubts I 7 He performs sacrifices. He is liberal 
in making gifts. He always seeks the good of all creatures. 
How, indeed, will the great Vasu speak otherwise I s — Hav- 
ing thus spoken unto each other, the deities and the Rishis 
quickly approached king Yasu and questioned him, saying, — 

O king, with what should one perform sacrifices ? 9 Should 
one sacrifice with the goat or with herbs and plants ? Do 
thou dispel this doubt of ours ! We constitute thee our 
judge in this matter. 10 — Thus addressed by them, Yasu 
joined his hands in humility and said unto them, — Tell me 
truly, ye foremost of Brahmanas, what opinion is entertain^ - 
ed by which of you in this matter ? n ™ 

“ ‘The Rishis said,— The opinion entertained by us, 0 
king, is that sacrifices should be performed with grain 1 The 
deities, however, maintain that sacrifices should be perform- 
ed with animals. Do thou judge between us and tell us 
which of these opinions is correct I 12 — 5 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Learning what the opinion was 
that was entertained by the deities, Yasu, moved by partiali- 
ty for them, said that sacrifices should be performed with 
animals. 13 At this answer, all the Rishis, endued with the 
splendour of the Sun, became very angry. Addressing Vasu 
who was seated on his car and who had (wrongly) taken up 
the side of the deities, they said unto him, 14 — Since thou 
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Last (wrongly) taken up the side of the deities, do thou fall 
down from heaven ! From this day, 0 monarch, thou shalt 
lose the power of journeying through the sky ! Through our 
curse, thou shalt sink deep below the surfac e of the Earth ! is: 
—After the Rishis had said these words, king Upariehara 
immediately fell down, O monarch, and went down a hole 
in the Earth. At the command, however, of JSTarayana, 
Vasu’s memory did not leave him."' To the good fortune of 
Vasil, the deities, pained at the curse denounced on him by 
the Brahman as, began to think anxiously as to how that 
curse might be neutralised. 17 They said,— This high-souled 
king hath been cursed for our sake. We, denizens of heaven, 
should unite together for doing what is good to him in return 
for that which he has done to us ! 13 — Having quickly settled 
this in their minds with the aid of reflection, the deities pro- 
ceeded to the spot where king Upariehara was. Arrived at 
his presence, they addressed him, saying, 19 — Thou art devoted 
to the great God of the Brahmanas (viz., Narayana) ! That 
great Lord of both the deities and the Asuras, gratified with 
thee, will rescue thee from the curse that has been denounced 
upon thee I s0 It is proper, however, that the high-souled 
Brahmanas should be honored. Verily, 0 best of kin°-s, 
their penances should fructify.* 21 Indeed, thou hast already 
fallen down from the sky on the Earth ! We desire, however, 
O best of kings, to show thee a favor in one respect ! 22 As long 
as thou, O sinless one, shalt dwell in this hole, so long shalt 
thou receive (due sustenance, through our boon)! 23 Those 


* /. e., -when they have cursed thee, their curse should fructify, 
bou shouldst not do anything that may have the effect of nullifying 
aat curse, — T. 

I To this day, in many religions rites, these streaks of ghee are 
ed with mantras recited the while. They are called VamdMr'd- 
ire poured along the surface of a wall. First, a waving line of red 
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•of kings, In the hole of the Earth, neither hunger nor 
thirst shall afflict thee for thou shalt drink those streaks 
of clarified butter called Vasudhara, Thy energy also shall 
continue unabated. In consequence also of this our boon 
that we grant thee, the God of gods, viz., Narayana, will be 
gratified with thee, and He will bear thee hence to the 
region of Brahman ! 25 — Having granted these boons unto 
the king, the denizens of heaven, as also all those Rishis. 
possessed of wealth of penances, returned each to his res- 
pective place. 26 Then Vasu, 0 Bharata, began to adore the 
Oreator of the universe and to recite in silence those sacred 
mantras that had come out of Narayana’s mouth in days of 
jore.* 27 Although dwelling in a pit of the Earth, the king 
still worshipped Hari, the Lord of all the deities, in the well- 
known five sacrifices that are performed five times every day, 
O slayer of foes ! 3S In consequence of these adorations of 
his, Narayana, otherwise called Hari, became highly pleased 
with him who thus showed himself to be entirely devoted 
to Him, who wholly relied upon Him as his sole refuge, 
and who had completely subjugated his senses. 2,0 The illustri- 
ous Vishnu, that giver of boons, then addressed Garuda of 
great speed, that foremost of birds,- who waited upon Him as 
his servant, and said these desirable words : s0 — 0 foremost of 
birds, 0 thou that art highly blessed, listen to what I say l 
There is a great king of the name of Vasu who is of righte- 
ous soul and rigid vows 1 Through the wrath of the Brah- 
jnanas, he has fallen into a pit of the Earth. 31 The Brain* 
manas have been sufficiently honored (for their curse has 
fructified). Do thou go to that king now I s2 At my command, 
O Garuda, go to that foremost of kings, viz., Uparichara, 
who is now dwelling in a hole of the Earth and incapable 
of any longer sailing through the sky, and bring him up 


is drawn horizantally on the wall. Then seven spots are made hndeg 
that line. Then with the sacrificial ladle, Ghee is poured from each of 
the spots in such a way that a thick streak is poured along the wall. 
The length of those streaks is generally 3 to 4 feet aiul their breadth 
-about half an inch. — T. 

* The mcmirab recited by Yasu were Yedic mantras,— T, 
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without delay into the welkin ! 3S Hearing these words of 
Vishnu, Garuda, spreading his wings and rushing with the 
speed of the wind, entered that hole in the Earth in which 
king Vasu was living. 31 Suddenly taking the king up, the 
son of Vinata soared into the sky and there released the king 
from his beaks. 38 At that moment, king Uparichara once 
more acquired his celestial form and re-entered the region of 
Brahman. 38 It was in this way, 0 son of Kunti, that that 
great king first fell down through the curse of the Brahmanas 
for a fault of speech, and once more ascended to heaven at 
the command of the great God (Vishnu)/ 7 Only the puissant 
Lord Hari, that foremost of all Beings, was devoutly wor- 
shipped by him. It was for this devout worship that the 
king succeeded very soon in escaping from the curse de- 
nounced upon him by the Brahmanas and in regaining the 
felicitous regions of Brahman.’ 38 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘I have thus told thee everything 
respecting the origin of the spiritual sons of Brahman. Listen 
to me with undivided attention, for I shall now narrate to 
thee how the celestial Rishi Narada had proceeded in days of 
yore to White Island.’ ” 3S 


Section CCCXXXIX. 


. “Bhishma said, — ‘Arrived at the spacious realm called 
White Island, the illustrious Rishi beheld those same white 
men possessed of lunar splendour (of whom I have already 
spoken to thee). 1 Worshipped by them, the Rishi worshipped 
them in return by bending bis head and reverencing them 
in his mind.* Desirous of beholding Narayana, he began to 
reside there, attentively engaged in the silent recitation of 
• mantras sacred to him, and observant the while of vows of 
-the moat difficult kind. 3 With concentrated mind, the re- 
■ generate Rishi, with arms upraised, stood in Yoga, and then 



* In the sense of His being unmodified, even as space is an entity 
that cannot be modified in any way, — T. 

t I. e as the Commentator expands, who is displayed without 
any modification, all else being modiflcations of Thyself. — T. 

t L e., from whom speech has flowed, or who is Tnhaspati the 
celestial priest, so famous for his learning and intelligence. — T. 

$ L e. the original home of the universe. The idea is that when 
the universal dissolution comes, all things take refuge in thee, I fol- 
low the Commentator in all the interpretations he gives* — T% 
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sang the following hymn unto the Lord of the universe, Him, 
viz., who is at once the soul of attributes and divested of 
all attributes. 3 

u ‘Narada said, — Salutations to thee, 0 God of gods, 0 
thou that art freed from all acts 1 Thou art he who is divested 
of all attributes, who is the Witness of all the worlds, who is 
called Kshetrajna, who is the foremost of all Beings, who is 
Infinite, who is called Purusha, who is the great Purusha, who 
is the foremost of all Purushas, who is the soul of the three 
attributes, who is called the Foremost, who is Amrita (nectar), 
who is called Immortal, who is called Ananta (Cesha), who 
is Space,* who is without beginning, who is both Manifest 
and Unmanifest as existent and not-existent* things, who is 
said to have his home in Truth, f who is the first of gods 
(Narayana), who is the giver of wealth (or of the fruits of 
acts), who is identified with Daksha and other Lords of the 
Creation, who is the A<jwattha and other big trees, who is 
the four-headed Brahman, who is the Lord of all created 
Beings, who is the Lord of Speech, $ who is the Lord of the 
universe (or Indra), who is the all-pervading Soul, who is 
the Sun, who is the breath called Prana, who is the Lord 
of the waters (viz., Varuna), who is identifiable with the 
Emperor or the King, who is identifiable with the Regents 
of the several points of the compass, who is the refuge of 
the universe when it is dissolved in the final destruction, $ 
who is Undisplayed (unrevealed), who is the giver of the 
Vedas unto Brahman, who is identifiable with the sacrifices 
and Vedic studies achieved by Brahmanas with the aid 
of their bodies, who is identifiable with the four princi- 
pal orders of the deities, who is every one of those four 
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orders, who Is possessed of effulgence, who Is possessed of 
great effulgence, 'who Is he unto whom the seven largest 
offerings in sacrifices are presented with the Gayatri and 
other sacred mantras , who is Yama, who is Chitragupta and 
the other attendants of Yama, who is called the wife of 
Yama, who is that order of the deities called Tushita, who 
is that other order callen Maha-Tushita, who is the universal 
grinder (Death), who Is desire and all diseases that have 
been created for aiding the advent of Death, who is health 
and freedom from disease, who is subject to desire and pas- 
sions, who Is free from the Influence of desire and passions, 
•who Is Infinite as exhibited in species and forms, who Is he 
that is chastised, who is he that is the chastiser, who is all 
the lesser sacrifices (like Agnihofcra and others), who is all the 
larger sacrifices (like those called Brahma, &c.), who is all 
the Bitwijas, who is the origin of all sacrifices (viz% the 
Yedas), who is fire, who is the very heart of all sacrifices {viz., 
the mantras and hymns uttered in them), who is he that Is 
hymned in sacrifices, who takes those shares of the sacrificial 
offerings that are presented to him, who is the embodiment 
-of the five sacrifices, who is the maker of the five sections or 
divisions of time (viz., day, night, month, seasons, and year), 
who is incapable of being understood except by those scrip- 
tures that are called Pancharatra, who never shrinks from 
anything, who is unvanquished, who Is only Mind (without 
a physical frame), who is known only by name, who is the 
Lord of Brahman himself, who has completed all the vows and 
observances mentioned in the Yedas/ who is the swan (bear- 
er of the triple stick), who is the great swan (bearer of the 
single stick), who Is the foremost of swans (divested of stick), 
who is the foremost of all sacrifices, who is. Sankhya-yoga, 
who Is the embodiment of the Sankhya philosophy, who 
dwells In all divas, who lives in every heart, who resides in 
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and whose troops go everywhere for protecting Ms worship- 
pers ! Thou takest birth as all creatures ! Thou art the 
origin of the universe (of all creatures) ! Thy mouth is fire ! 
Thou art that fire which courses through the waters of the 
ocean, issuing out all the while from an Equine head 1 Thou 
art the sanctified butter that is poured into the sacrificial 
fire ! Thou art the car-driver (fire or heat that impels the 
body and causes it to live and grow)- ! Thou art Vashai ! 
Thou art the syllable Oml Thou art Penances! Thou art 
Mind ! Thou art Chandramas ! Thou sanctifiest the sacri- 
ficial butter 1 Thou art the Sun ! Thou art the Elephants 
that are stationed in the four cardinal points of the compass 1 
Thou illuminest the cardinal points of the compass. Thou 
illuminest the subsidiary points also ! Thou art the Equine 
head ! Thou art the first three mantras of the Rig Yeda ! 
Thou art the protector of the several orders of men (viz., 
Brahman as, Kshatriyas, Val<jyas, and Oudras) ! Thou art 
the five fires (beginning with Garhapatya) ! Thou art He 
who has thrice ignited the sacrificial fire called Nachi /* 
Thou art the refuge of the six limbs (viz,, the VedasVf Thou 
art the foremost of those Brahman as that are employed 
in. singing the Samans in sacrifices and other religious rites. 
Thou art Pragjyotish, and thou art he who sings the first 
Saman !$ Thou art the observer of those vows that de- 
pend upon the Vedas and that are observed by singers of 
Samans, Thou art the embodiment of the Upanishad called 
by the name of Atharvagiras. Thou art he who is the 
topic of the five foremost of scriptures (viz., those that 
appertain to the worship of Surya, of Cakti, of GaneQa, of 
Civa, and of Vishnu) ! Thou art called the preceptor that 
subsists only on the froth of water. Thou art a Valikhilya.$ 


* L e., thou hast performed sacrifices. — T. 

t The Vedas have six limbs or divisions. — T. 

} Pragjyotish is the name of a particular Saman. The Rich begin- 
ning with ‘Murddhanam &c. J , when sung, comes to be called by the 
name of ‘jeshtha Samanh What is said here, therefore, is that thou 
art both the foremost of Samans and he that sings that Saman, — 1 T. 

$ In the Bombay text, the reading for Vamagarbha’ is Walk ha- 
nasa } which means a class or of ftsctf Us»— ' I* 
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Thou art the embodiment of hi 
from Toga. Thou 
judgment or reasoning. 

Tugas, thou art the middie 
their end ! Thou art Akhandala (Indra), 

Rishis Prachina-garbha and Ka 
thou art Puruhuta, thou 
Thou hast the universe 

finite. Thy bodies are infinite ! Thou art without end 
without beginning, and without middle, 
manifest. Thy end is unmanifest. Thou hast 
abode. Thou residest in the 
in Fame, in Penances, in S' 

Knowledge, in grand Achievements, and in 
longing to the universe ! Thou art Vasudeva, 
grantor of every wish, 
on his shoulders. 

takest thy share of offerings made 
art the grantor of boons, of happiness, of wealth, 
devoted to Hari ! 
art vows and observances, 
severe mortifications, thou art 
Thou art he who observes 
rites. Thou art freed from all 
charin* Thou tookest birth 
hetfrom whom have flowed all Vedic 
■unborn, 


m who has not fallen away 
arfc the embodiment of correctness of 
Thou art the beginning of the 
of the Yogas and thou art 
Thou art the two 
injika ! Thou art Purusthuta, 
art the artificer of the universe; 
for thy form. Thy motions are In- 

and 

Thy middle is un- 
vows for thy 
Thy bast thy home 
nt, in Prosperity, in 
Everything be- 
Thou art the 
Thou art the Ape that bore Rama 
Thou art the great Horse-sacrifice. Thou 
in great sacrifices !* Thou 
Thou art 

Thou art Restraint of the senses. Thou 
Thou art mortifications, thou art 
very severe mortification s.-f* 
vows and religious and other pious 
errors. Thou art a Brahma- 
in the womb of Priijni. Thou art 
- • — - J rites and acts. Thou art 
Thou pervadest all things. Thy eyes are on all 
things. Thou must not be apprehended by the senses. Thou 
art not subject to deterioration. Thou art possessed of great 
puissance. Thy body is inconceivably vast. Thou art holy, 
thou art very holy. Thou art golden. Thou art vast. Thou 
art beyond the ken of logic or argument. Thou art unknow- 
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able. Thou art the foremost of Causes. Thou art tfre Crea- 
tor of all creatures and thou art their destroyer. Thou art 
the possessor of vast powers of Illusion. Thou art called 
Chittra<jikhandin. Thou art the giver of boons. Thou art 
the taker of thy share of the sacrificial offerings. Thou hast 
obtained the merit of all sacrifices. Thou art he who has 
been freed from all doubts. Thou art omnipresent. Thou 
art of the form of a Brahman a. Thou art fond of Brahma- 
nas. Thou hast the universe for thy form. Thy form is very 
vast. Thou art the greatest friend. Thou art kind to all 
thy worshippers. Thou art the great deity of the B rah ma- 
il as. I am thy devoted disciple. I am desirous of beholding 
thee. Salutations to thee that art of the form of Eman- 
cipation ! — * ”* 


Section CCCXL, 


“Bhishma said, — 1 'Thus hymned with names that were not 
known to others, the Divine Narayana having the universe 
for his form showed himself to the ascetic Narada . 1 His 
form was somewhat purer than the moon and differed from 
the moon in some respects. He somewhat resembled a blaz- 
ing fire in complexion. The puissant Lord was somewhat of 
the form of Yishti ,* 2 He resembled in some respects the 
feathers of the parrot, and in some a mass of pure crystal. 
He resembled in some respects a hill of antimony and in 
some a mass of pure gold . 3 His complexion somewhat re- 
sembled the coral when first formed, and was somewhat white. 
In some respects that complexion’ resembled the hue of gold 
and in some that of the lapis lazulus} In some respects 
it resembled the hue of the blue lapis lazulus and in some 
that of sapphire. In some respects it resembled the hue of 
the peacock’s neck, and In some that of a string of pearls . 6 
Bearing these diverse kinds of hues on his person, the 
eternal Deity appeared before Narada. He had a thousand 


* By this word is meant a particular conjunction of heavenly 
bodies, This conjunction is represented as having a peculiar formryT* 



WhHW 




* The -word ‘TJpatiaba’ used here in the dual number, has puzzled 
many persons. It is difficult to conceive why the great God should 
appear with a pair of shoes in one of his hands. Probably, the 
■‘Upanaha’, in ancient times, was a wooden sandal, and what the poet 
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eyes and was possessed of great beauty. He bad a bund red 
heads and a hundred feet .. 0 He had a thousand stomachs and 
a thousand arms. He seemed to be still inconceivable to the 
mind. With one of his months he uttered the syllable Om 
and then the Gayniri following Om J With mind under 
complete controls the great Deity, called by the names of 
Hari and Narayana, by his other mouths, nmltudinous in 
number, uttered many mantras from the four Vedas which' 
are known by the name of AranyakaJ* The Lord of all the 
deities, the great' God who is adored in sacrifices, held in his 
hands a sacrificial altar, a Kamandaht, a few white gems, a 
pair of shoes, a bundle of Ruga blades, a deer-skin, a tooth- 
stick, and a little blazing fire /*' 9 With a cheerful soul, that 
foremost of regenerate persons, viz., Navada, restraining 
speech, bowed unto the great God and adored Him . 10 Unto 
Mm whose head was still bent low in veneration, the first of 
all the deities, who is free from deterioration, said the follow- 
ing words. 11 

“ ‘The Holy one said, — The great Rishis, Ekata, Bwita, 
and Trita, came to this realm from desire of obtaining a 
sight of me. 13 They, however, were unable to have the 
fruition of their wishes. Nor can any one have a sight of me 
save those persons that are devoted to me with their whole 
hearts. As regards thee, thou art verily the foremost of 
all persons devoted to me with all their souls. 15 These are 
my bodies, the best ones that I assume. These were born, 

0 regenerate one, in the house of Dharma. Do thou worship 
them always, and do thou perform those rites that are laid 
down in the ordinances with respect to that worship. 14 Q 
Brahmana, do thou ask of me the boons thou desirest ! 

1 am gratified with thee today, and I appear unto thee now 
in my universal form as freed from decay and deteriora- 
tion ! — 16 
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“ ‘Narada said, — Since, 0 holy one, i have today succeed-* 
ed in obtaining a sight of thee, I regard that I have won 
without any delay the fruits of my penances, 0 God, of my 
self-restraint, and of all the vows and observances that I 


have gone through !* 


ais, indeed, is the highest boon thou 


hast granted me for thou hast shown thyself to me today, 0 
Eternal Lord ! Thou, 0 holy one, hast the universe for thy 
eye \ Thou art the Lion. Thy form is identifiable with 



everything ! Possessed of puissance, thou, 0 Lord, art vast 
and infinite l— : IV 

“Bhishma continued, — ‘Having thus shown Himself unto 
Narada the son of Parameshthi, the great God addressed that 
ascetic and said,— Go hence, 0 Narada, and do not delay ! 18 
These worshippers of mine, possessed of* lunar complexions, 
are divested of all senses and do not subsist upon any kind of 
food. They are, again, all Emancipate ! With minds wholly 
concentrated upon me, people should think of me. Such wor- 
shippers will never meet with any impediments. 10 These men 
are all crowned with ascetic success and are highly blessed. 
In ancient times they became entirely devoted to me. They 
have been freed from the attributes of Rajas and Tamas. 
Without doubt, they are competent to enter me and become 
merged into my Self 20 He that cannot be seen with the 
eye, touched with the sense of touch, smelt with the sense 
of scent, and that is beyond the ken of the sense of taste, 21 
He whom the three attributes of Swattwa, Rajas, and Tamas 
do not touch, who pervades ail things and is the one Witness 
of the universe, and who is described as the Soul of the 
entire universe, 22 He who is not destroyed upon the destruc- 
tion of the bodies of all created things, who is unborn and un- 
changeable and eternal, who is freed from all attributes, who 
is indivisible and entire, 23 He who transcends the twice twelve 
topics of enquiry and is regarded the Twentyfifth, who is 
called by the name of Purusha, who is inactive, and who is 
said to be apprehended by Knowledge alone, 24 He into whom 
the foremost of regenerate persons enter and become emanci- 
pate, He is the eternal Supreme Soul and is known by the 
name of VSsudeva.*® Behold, 0 Narada, the greatness and 
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puissance of that God ! He is never touched by apts good 
or bad. 48 Swattwa, Rajas, and Tamas, are said to be the 
three (original) attributes. These dwell and act in the bodies 
of all creatures. 27 The Jiva-soul, called Kshetrajna, enjoys 
and endures the action of these three attributes. He, how- 
ever, transcends them and they cannot touch Him. Freed 
from these attributes, He is again their enjoyer and endurer. 
Having created them Himself, He is above them all. 28 O 
celestial Risbi, the Earth, which is the refuge of the universe, 
disappears* (when the hour for universal dissolution comes) 
into water. Water disappears into Light, and Light into 
Wind. 28 Wind disappears into Space, and Space into Mind. 
Mind is a great creature, and it disappears into Unmanifest 
Prakriti. 3 Unmanifest Prakriti, 0 Brahmans, disappears 
into inactive Purusha. There is nothing higher than Purusha 
which is Eternal. 31 There is nothing among mobile and im- 
mobile things in the universe that is Immutable, except 
Yasudeva, the eternal Purusha. 32 Endued with great puis- 
sance, Yasudeva is the Soul of all creatures. Earth, Wind, 
Space, Water, and Light forming the fifth, 33 are primal ele- 
ments of great puissance. Mingling together they form what 
•is called the body. Possessed of subtile prowess and invisi- 
ble to all eyes, 0 Brahmaua, the puissant Vasudeva then 
enters that combination of the five primal elements called 
body. Such entrance is called his birth, and taking birth He 
causes the body to move about and act. 34 Without a combi- 
nation of the five primal elements, no body can ever be 
formed. 36 Without, again, the entrance of Jiva into the 
body, the mind dwelling within it cannot cause it to move 
and act. He that enters the body is possessed of great puis- 
sance and is called Jiva. He is known also by other names, 
viz., Cesha and Sankarshana. 38 He that takes his rise, from 
that Sankasarshana, by his own acts., Sanatkumara, and 
in whom all creatures merge when the universal dissolution 
comes, is the Mind of all creatures and is called by the name 
ofPraddy umna. 87 From Him (i. e., Pradyumna), arises He 
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who is the Creator, and who is both Cause and Effect From 
this last, everything, viz., the mobile and immobile universe, 
takes its rise. This one is called Aniruddha. He is other- 
wise called I<?ana, and He is manifest in all acts.* 28 That 
illustrious one, viz., Vasudeva, who is called Kshetrajna, 
and who is freed from attributes, should, 0 king of kings, be 
known as the puissant Sankarshana, when He takes birth as 
Jiva.f 39 From Sankarshana arises Praddyumna who is call- 
ed ‘He that is born as Mind’. From Praddyumna is He who 
is Aniruddha. He is Consciousness, He is l£wara (Supreme 
Lord). 40 It is from me that the entire mobile and immobile 
universe springs. It is from me, 0 Narada, that the indes- 
tructible and the destructible, the existent and the non- 
existent, flow. 41 They that are devoted to me enter into me 
and become emancipate. I am known as Purusha. Without 
acts, I am the Twenty-fifth. 414 Transcending attributes, I 
am entire and indivisible. I am above ail pairs of attributes 
and freed from all attachments. This, 0 Narada, thou wilt 
tail to understand. Thou beholdest me as endued with a 
form. In a moment, if the wish arises, I can dissolve this 
form. I am the Supreme Lord and the Preceptor of the 
universe. 43 That which thou beholdest of me, 0 Narada, is 
only an illusion of mine. I now seem to be endued with the 
attributes of all created things. Thou art not competent to 
know me. 44 I have disclosed to thee duly my quadruple 
form. I am, O Narada, the doer, I am Cause, and I am 
Effect, 46 I am the sum total of all living creatures. All 
living creatures have their refuge in me. Let not the thought 
be thine that thou hast seen the Jiva-soul. 40 I pervade all 

* This cosmogony is agreeable to the Vaishnava scriptures. Above 
all, without beginning is Vasudeva. Prom Vasudeva is Sankarshana, 
Prom Sankarshana is Praddyumna. Prom Praddyumna u Aniruddha, 
Some persons find in this quadruple creation the distinct trace of the 
Christian Trinity. It is very difficult, however, to say which doctrine, 
the Hindu or the Christian, is the original and which is derived frond 
which — T. ^ ; 

t The reader is requested to mark the address ‘king of kings’. This 
i& evidently a slip of the pen. The whole speech is that of N&r&yana 
and H&rada is the listener,— T. • 
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things, 0 Brahman a, and am the inner Son! of all creatures* 
When the bodies of all creatures, however, are destroyed, 
I am not destroyed. 47 Those highly blessed men who, having 
won ascetic success, become wholly devoted to me, become 
freed from the attributes of both Rajas and Tamas and suc- 
ceed, on that account, in entering me, 0 great ascetic, 48 He 
called Hiranyagarbha, who is the beginning of the world* 
who has four faces, who cannot be understood with the aid 
of the Nirukta, who is otherwise called Brahman, who is an 
eternal deity, is employed in attending to many of my con- 
cerns. 49 The deity Rudra, born of my wrath, sprang from my 
forehead. Behold, the eleven Rudras are swelling (with might) 
on the right side of my body. 60 The twelve Mityas are on 
the left side of my body. Behold, the eight Vasus, those 
foremost of deities, are in my front, 61 and see, Nasatya and 
Basra, those two celestial physicians, are in my rear. Be- 
hold also in my body all the Prajapatis and behold the seven 
Rishis also. 52 Behold also the Vedas, and all the Sacrifices 
numbering by hundreds, the Amrita (nectar), and all the 
.(medicinal) herbs and plants, and Penances, and vows and 
■observances of diverse kinds. 53 Behold also in me the eight 
attributes indicative of puissance, viz., those particularly 
■called the attributes of Lordship, dwelling all together in 
my body in theix united and embodied form. Behold also 
Gree and Lakshmi, and Kirti, and the Earth with her hump. 64 
Behold the goddess Saraswatl, that mother of the Vedas, 
dwelling in me 1 Behold, 0 Narada, Dhruva, that foremost of 
luminaries ranging the firmament. 66 Behold also all the 
Oceans, those receptacles of water, and lakes, and rivers* 
Behold also, O best of men, the four foremost ones amongst 
the Pitris in their embodied forms. Behold also, dwelling in 
me, the three attributes (of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas) which 
are formless. 56 The acts done in honor of the Pitris are 
-superior (in point of merit) to those done in honor of the 
deities. I am the Pitri of both the deities and the Pitris, 
and am existing from the beginning (that is, from a time 
when they were not). 6 ' Becoming the Equine-head I rove 
through the Western and the Northern ocean and drink 
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sacrificial libations duly poured with mantras and solid sacrl* 
ficial food offered with reverence and devotion . 53 In days of 
yore I created Brahman who himself adored me In sacrifices, 
Gratified with him on that account I granted him many ex- 
cellent boons , 69 I said unto him that In the beginning of the 
Kalpa he would be born unto me as my son, and the sover- 
eignty of all the worlds would vest on him', coupled with 
diverse names being bestowed on diverse objects in conse^ 
quence of the starting of Ahankara into existence .* 60 I also 
told him that the limits and boundaries he would assign (for 
the observance of creatures) none would ever violate and, 
further, that he would be the giver of boons unto persons 
that would (in sacrifices and by proper acts) solicit him for 
them . 61 I further assured him that he would be an object 
of adoration with all the deities and Asuras, all the Rishis 
and Pitris, and the diverse creatures forming the crea- 
tion . 62 I also gave him to understand that I would always 
manifest} myself for accomplishing the business of the deities 
and that for that matter I would suffer myself to be com- 
manded by him even as a son by his sire.f 63 Granting these 
and other highly agreeable boons unto Brahman of immea- 
surable energy in consequence of my being gratified with him 


* The Commentator is silent. The sense seems to he that as Brah- 
man is to be the son of Narayana in the beginning of a Kalpa when 
there is no other existent object mobile or immobile, the same Brah- 
man is to be vested with dominion over all things which he would 
himself create through Ahankara. Of course, as long as Brahman is 
without ‘Ahankara 3 so long there can be no Creation, i. e no objects 
mobile and immobile, to be known by different names. — T. 

t ‘bTityada 3 is ‘always. 1 Some persons believe that ISTarayana has to 
manifest himself always for achieving the business of the deities. 
This Earth is not the only world where such manifestations are needed. 
As to the object of the manifestations, considerable difference of opi- 
nion prevails. In the Gita, the great deity himself explains that that 
object is to rescue the good and destroy the wicked. Others hold that 
this is only a secondary object, the primary one being to gladden the 
hearts of the devout by affording them opportunities of worshipping 
him and applauding his acts, and to indulge in new joys by serving hk 
own- worshippers, — T* ■ . ■ * 
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I (once more) adopted the course dictated by Nivritti." The 
highest Nivritti is identical with the annihilation of all 
duties and acts. Hence, by adopting Nivritti one should con- 
duct oneself in complete felicity. 0 ' Learned preceptors, with 
settled convictions deduced from the truths of the Sankhya 
philosophy, have spoken of me as Kapiia endued with the 
puissance of Knowledge, dwelling within the effulgence of 
Surya, and concentrated in Yoga .* 00 In the Chcchandas 
(Vedas) I have been repeatedly hymned as the illustrious 
Hiranyagarbha. In the Yoga scriptures, O Brahmana, I have 
been spoken of as one who takes a delight in Yoga .* 1 I am 
eternal. Assuming a form that is manifest, I dwelt, at present, 
in the heavens. At the end of a thousand Yugas I shall 
once more withdraw the universe into myself . 08 Having with- 
drawn all creatures, mobile and immobile, into myself, I shall 
exist all alone with Knowledge only for my 'companion , 08 
After the lapse of ages I shall again create the universe, 
■with the aid of that knowledge. That which is my fourth 
form creates the indestructible Cesha . 70 That Cesha is called 
by the name of Sankarshana. Sankarshana creates Prad- 
dyumna. From Praddyumna I take birth myself as Anirud- 
dha. I create (myself ) repeatedly . 71 From Aniruddha springs 
Brahman. The latter takes birth from Aniruddha’s navel. 
From Brahman spring all creatures mobile and immobile . 78 
Know that Creation springs in this way repeatedly at the 
beginning of every Kalpa. Creation and destruction suc- 
ceed each other even as sunrise and sunset in this world. 7 * 
Then, again, as Time, endued with immeasurable energy, 
forcibly brings back the Sun after his disappearance, after 
the same manner I shall, assuming the form of a boar and 
putting forth my strength, bring back the Earth with her 
belt of seas to her own position for the good of all creatures 
when she becomes submerged in water. I shall then slay 
the son of Diti, named Hiranyiksha, filled with pride o'f 


* This is a reference to the well known description of N&ravana s» 

• IRaari* 

is not the visible Sun whose 
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strength.* 74 * 75 Assuming the form then of a Man-lion, I shall, 
for benefiting the deities, slay Hiranyaka^ipu, the son of 
Diti, who will be a great destroyer of sacrifices. 7 ® Unto 
Virochana (the son of Prahlada) will be born a mighty son of 
the name of Vali. That great Asura will be unslayable of 
the whole universe consisting of deities, Asuras, and Raksha- 
sas. He will hurl Cakra from the sovereignty of the uni* 
verse. 77 When after routing the Lord of Cachi, that Asura 
will take unto himself the sovereignty of the three worlds, I 
shall take birth in Aditi’s womb, by Kacjyapa, as the twelfth 
Aditya. 78 I shall (taking the sovereignty of the three worlds 
from Vali) restore it to Indra of immeasurable splendour, and 
replace the deities, 0 Narada, in their respective stations. 79 
As regards Vali, that foremost of Danavas, who is to be 
unslayable by all the deities, I shall cause him to dwell in 
the nether regions,' 0 In the Treta age I shall take birth as 
Rama in the race of Bhrigu, and exterminate the Kshatriyas 
who will become proud of their strength and possessions. 81 
Towards the close of Treta and the beginning of Dwapara, 
I shall take birth as Rama the son of Da^aratha in Ikshaku's 
royal line. 82 At that time, the two Rishis, viz., the two sons 
of Prajapati, called by the names of Ekata and Dwifca, will 
in consequence of the injury done by them unto their brother 
Trita, have to take birth as apes, losing the beauty of the 
human form. 83 Those apes that shall take birth in the race 
of Ekata and Dwita, shall become endued with great 
strength and mighty energy and will equal Cakra himself in 
prowess. All those apes, 0 regenerate one, will become my 
allies for accomplishing the business of the deities. 84 I shall 
then slay the terrible lord of the Rakshasas, that wretch of 
Pulastyas race, viz., the fierce Ravana, that thorn of all the 
worlds, together with .all his children and followers. 86 At 
the close of the period joining the Dwapara and the Kali 
ages, I shall again appear in the world taking birth in the 


* The tense used in the original is future. What is meant, how- 
ever, is that the great deity does these acts at the beginning of every 
ELalpa when he recreates the Earth. All cycles or ELalpas are similar 
in respect of the incidents that occur in them. — T, 
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ia > wuu uo ai1 wj«ry to Aditi, as also some other 
Danavas of the names of Mura and Piths,. 68 Slaying also 
another foremost of Danavas, viz., the lord of Pragjyotisha, 
I shall transplant that delightful city furnished with diverse 
kinds of wealth into Dwaraka. 89 I shall then subjugate the 
two gods worshipped of all the deities, viz., Maheqwara and 
Mahasena, who will become fond of the Danava Yana and do 
him diverse good offices and who will exert themselves vigor- 
ously for that worshipper of theirs.* 90 Vanquishing next the 
son of the Danava Yali, viz., Yana, who will be endued with 
a thousand arms, I shall next destroy all the inhabitants of 
the Danava city called Saubha.f 91 I shall next, 0 foremost 
of Brahman as, compass the death of Kala-yavana, a Danava- 
who will be endued with great might in consequence of his 
vbeing equipt with the energy of Gargya4 82 A proud Asura 


* Mahegwara is Mahadeva or Civa. Mahasena is Kartikeya, the 
generalissimo of the celestial forces.— T. 

t Yana, the son of Yali, was a devout worshipper of Mahadeva. 
Vana’s daughter Ushafell in love with Krishna’s grandson Aniruddha. 
Aniruddha was imprisoned by Vana. It was to rescue Aniruddha that 
Krishna fought with Vana, after having vanquished both Mahadeva 
and Kartikeya. The thousand and one arms of Yana, less two, were 
lopped off by Krishna. The episode of. the loves of Aniruddha and 
Ysha is a very beautiful one. — T. 

| Saubha was the name of 
felled this city into the ocean. 


. flying city of the Danavas. Krishna 
having killed all its Danava inhabitants, 
was brought about by Krishna under the 
•sued by the Danava, Krishna took refuge 
in a mountain- cave in which a king of the Satya Yuga was lying asleep. 
Entering the cave, Krishna stood at the head of the sleeping king. 
The Danava, entering the cave after Krishna, found the sleeping king 
and awaked him. As soon as the king looked at the Danava, the latter 
was consumed into ashes, for the gods had given a boon to the king 
that he who would awake him would be consumed by a glance of his.— T. 
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who will quarrel with all the other kings of the world. 
His death will be compassed by me through some one else 
guided by my intelligence. 33 I shall next slay Ci<jupala in 
the sacrifice of king Yudhishthira the son of Dharma, 9 * into 
which sacrifice all the kings of the world will bring tribute. 
In some of these feats, only Arjuna, the son of Vasava, will 
become my assistant. 95 I shall establish Yudhishthira with 
all his brothers in his ancestral kingdom. People will call me 
and Arjuna as Narayana and Kara, 26 when, endued with puis- 
sance, we two, exerting our strength, shall consume a large 
number of Kshatriyas, for doing good to the world. Having 
lightened the burthen of the Earth according to our pleasure, 

I shall merge all the principal Sattwatas, as also Dwaraka, 
my favourite city, into my own self, recollecting my all-em- 
bracing Knowledge. 27 ” 98 Endued with four forms, I shall, in 
this way, achieve many feats of great prowess, and attain at 
last to those regions of felicity created by me and honored 
P' by ail the Brahman as. 88 Appearing in the forms of a swan, 
a tortoise, a fish, 0 foremost of regenerate ones, I shall then 
display myself as a boar, then as a man-lion, then as a dwarf, 
then as Rama of Bhrigu’s race, then as Rama the son of DaQa- 
ratha, then as Krishna the scion of the Sattwata race, and 
lastly as Kalki. 100 When the auditions in the Vedas disap- 
peared from the world, I brought them back. The Vedas with 
the auditions in them, were re-created by me in the Krita 
age. 101 They have once more disappeared or may only be 
partially heard here and there in the Puranas. Many of my 
best appearances also in the world have become facts of the 
/ past. 102 Having achieved the good of the worlds in those 
forms in which I appeared, they have re-entered into my own 
Nature, Brahman (the Creator) himself never obtained a 
sight of me in this form of mine 103 which thou, 0 Harada r 
hast seen today in consequence of 'thy entire devotion to me* 
I have now said unto thee everything, 0 Brahman a, —unto 
thee that art devoted to me wholly. I have disclosed to thee 
my ancient appearances and future ones also, 0 best of men, 
together with all their mysteries l 104 -— 5 

“Bishma continued,— ‘The holy a jid illustrious deity, of 
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* The idea of Eternifcy without any conceivable beginning and 
conceivable end was so thoroughly realised by the Hindu sages that 
the chiefdom of Heaven itself was to them the concern of a moment* 
Nothing less than unchangeable felicity for all time was the object 
they pursued. All other things and states being mutable, and only 
Brahma being immutable, what they sought was an identification with 
JJrahtna. Such identification with the Supreme Soul was the Emanci- 
pation they sought. No other religion has ever been able to preach 
such a high ideal. The Hindu’s concern is with Eternity. He regards 
bis existence here as having the duration of but the millionth part of a 
;&O0ipeut» How to present re-birth and attain to an identification with 
the Supreme Soul ia the object of his pursuit, — T* 


universal and immutable form, having said these words unto 
Narada, disappeared there and then. 106 Narada also, endued 
with great energy, having obtained the high favor that he 
had solicited, then proceeded with great speed to the retreat 
called Vadari, for beholding Nara and Narayana. 100 This 
great Upanishat, perfectly consistent with the four Yedas, in 
harmony with Sankhya-yoga, and called by him by the name 
of the Pancharatra scriptures, 107 and recited by Narayana 
himself with his own mouth, was repeated by Narada in the 
presence of many hearers in the abode of Brahman (his sire) 
in exactly the same way in which Narayana (while that great 
god had showed himself unto him) had recited it and in which 
he had heard it from his own lips l 108 

“Yudhishfchira said, — 'Was not Brahman, the Creator of 
all things, acquainted with this wonderful narrative of the 
glory of Narayana endued with intelligence that he heard 
it from the lips of Narada ? i<!8 Is the illustrious Grandsire 
of all the worlds any way different from or inferior to the 
great Narayana? How then is it that he was unacquainted 
with the puissance of Narayana of immeasurable energy ?’ u0 

“Bhishma continued, — 'Hundreds and thousands of great- 
Kalpas, hundreds and thousands of Creations and Dissolu- 
tions, 0 king of kings, have been over and become incidents 
of the past.* 111 In the beginning of every Creation, Brah- 
man, endued with great puissance and who creates all things, 
is remembered (by Narayana). Brahman knows well, O 
king, that Narayana, that foremost of all gods is very 
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much superior to him, 112 He knows that Narayana is the 
Supreme Soul, that He is the Supreme Lord, that He is 
the Creator of Brahman himself It was only unto that 
conclave of Rishis crowned with ascetic success that came 
to the abode of Brahman, that Narada recited his narrative 
which is a very ancient one and which is perfectly consistent 
with the Yedas. The deity Surya, having heard that narra- 
tive from those Rishis crowned with ascetic success,* repeated 
it to the six and sixty thousands of Rishis, 0 king, of cleansed 
souls, that follow in his train. ll3 ~ 16 And Surya, the deity 
that imparts heat unto all the worlds, repeated that narra- 
tive unto those Beings also, of cleansed souls, that have 
been created (by Brahman) for always journeying in the 
van of Surya.f 116 The high-souled Rishis that follow in 
Surya’s train, 0 son, repeated that excellent narrative unto 
the deities assembled on the breast of Meru. 117 That best of 
ascetics, viz., the regenerate Asita, then, having heard the 
narrative from the deities, repeated it unto the Pitris, 0 king 
of kings. 118 I heard it from my sire Cantanu, 0 son, who 
recited it to me formerly. Myself having heard it from my 
sire, I have repeated it to thee, 0 Bharata. 119 Deities and 
Munis, they who have heard this excellent old narrative which 
is a Purana, all adore the Supreme Soul. 120 This narrative, 
belonging to the Rishis and thus handed down from one to 
another, should not, 0 king, be communicated by thee to any 


* K. P. Singha has completely misunderstood the sense of Terse 
113. Bhishma does not certainly mean that Brahman was unacquainted 
with the narrative. What Bhishma says is that it was not to Brahman, 
but to the Siddhas assembled in Brahman’s abode, that NTarada recited 
his narrative. — T. 

t K. P. Singha misunderstands Yerses 115 and 116 completely. 
The fact. is, Surya recited the narrative unto those that precede and 
those that follow him in his journey through the firmament. K. P. 
Singha confounds the two classes of persons together. The Burdwan 
translator, as usual, makes nonsense of Terse 116. The correct read- 
ing (as given in the Bombay text) is ‘lokan 5 , the grammatical construc- 
tion being ‘lokan tapatah suryasya &c*, The Burdwan translator makes 
Surya repeat the narrative “to the worlds created and placed before 
Surya”. — T. 
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one that is not a worshipper of Vasudeva. 151 This narrative, 
Q king, is really the essence of the hundreds of other narra- 
tives that thou hast heard from me, 122 In days of yore, O 
monarch, the deities and the Asuras, uniting together, churn- 
ed the Ocean and raised the Amrito. After the same manner, 
the Brahmanas, uniting together in days of yore, churned 
all the scriptures and raised this narrative which resembles 
nectar. 123 He who frequently reads this narrative, and he 
who frequently listens to it, with concentrated attention, in 
a retired spot, and filled with devotion, 124 succeeds in becom- 
ing a denizen, possessed of lunar complexion, of the spacious 
island known by the name of White Island. Without doubt, 
such a man succeeds in entering into Narayana of a thou- 
sand rays. 126 A sick person, by listening to this narrative 
from the beginning, becomes freed from his illness. The 
man that simply desires to read or listen to this narrative 
obtains the fruition of all his wishes. The devoted worship- 
per, by reading or listening to it, attains to the high end 
that is reserved for devoted worshippers. 126 Thou also, 0 
monarch, shouldst ahvayst adore and worship that foremost 
of all Beings. He is the father and the mother of all crea- 
tures, and He is an object of reverence with the entire 
universe. 127 Let the illustrious and Eternal God of the 
■Brahmanas, viz., Janarddana of high intelligence, be grati- 
fied with thee, G Yudhishthira of mighty arms !’ ” 1JS 

Vaigampayana continued,— “Having listened to this best 
of narratives, Q Janamejaya, king Yudhishthira the just and 
all his brothers became devoted to Narayana. 128 And all of 
them, 0 Bharata, betaking themselves to the practice of 
silently meditating upon Narayana (from that day), uttered 
- tiiese words for His glorification, viz., ‘Victory to that holy 
and illustrious Being!' 136 He, again, who is our best of 
preceptors, viz., the Island-born Krishna, devoted to penan- 
ces, sung, uttering the word Narayana, that high mantra 
which is worthy of being recited in silence. 331 Sojourning 
through the welkin to the Ocean of milk, which is always the 
abodo of nectar, and worshipping the great God there, he 
back to his own hermitage, 133 
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“Bhishma continued,— I have now repeated to thee the 
narrative that was recited by Narada (unto the conclave 
of Rishis assembled in the abode of Brahman), That narra- 
tive has descended from person to person from very ancient 
times, I heard it from my sire who formerly repeated it 
to me.* ” 133 

Suta continued, — *1 have now told you all that Y aiqam- 
pay ana recited to Janamejaya. Having listened to Va^am- 
payana’s narration, king Janamejaya properly 4 discharged all' 
his duties according to the ordinances laid down in the scrip- 
tures. 134 Ye have all undergone very severe penances and 
observed many high and excellent vows. Residing in this 
sacred forest that is known by the name of Naimisha, ye are 
foremost of all persons conversant with the Vedas. 186 Ye 
foremost of regenerate ones, ye all have come to this great 
sacrifice of Caunaka. Do ye all adore and worship that 
Eternal and Supreme Lord of the universe in excellent sacri- 
fices, properly pouring libations of clarified butter into the’ 
fire with the aid of mantras and dedicating the same unto 
Narayana. As regards myself, I heard this excellent narra- 
tive that has descended from generation to generation, from- 
my sire who recited it to me in former times. 186 


Section CCCXLI. 





Gaunaka said, — How is that illustrious god, viz., the 
puissant If aray ana, who is fully conversant with the Vedas 
and their branches, at once the doer and the enjoyer of 
sacrifices ? L Endued with forgiveness, he has adopted, again, 
the religion of Nivritti (abstention). Indeed, it is that holy, 
and puissant one who has himself ordained the duties of 
Nivritti, 2 Why then has he made many of the deities the 
takers of shares in sacrifices which, of course, are all due to 
the religion of Pravritti ? Why has he again created some 
with a contrary disposition, for they follow the ordinances 
of the religion of abstention ? 3 Do thou, 0 Suta, dispel this 
doubt of ours. This doubt seems to be eternal and is con- 
nected with a great mystery, Thou hast heard all discourses 
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on Na ray an a, discourses that are consistent with the (other) 
scriptures.** 

Sauti said, — 0 excellent Caunaba, I shall recite to thee 
what Vaisampayana, the disciple of the intelligent Vyasa, 
said when questioned on these very topics by king Janame- 
jaya. 5 Having heard the discourse on the glory of Narayana 
who is the Soul of all embodied creatures, Janamejaya, 
endued with great intelligence and wisdom, questioned Vai- 
9ampayana on these very subjects. 8 

Janamejaya said,— “The whole world of Being, with Brah- 
man, the deities, the Asuras and human beings, are seen to 
be deeply attached to acts which have been said to be pro- 
ductive of prosperity. 7 Emancipation has, 0 regenerate one, 
been said by thee to be the highest felicity and to consist of 
the cessation of existence. They who, being divested of both 
merit and demerit, become emancipate, succeed, we bear, in 
entering the great God of a thousand rays. 8 It seems to be 
O Brahmana, that the eternal religion of Emancipation is 
exceedingly difficult of observance. Turning away from it, 
all the deities have become enjoyers of the libations of clari- 
fied butter poured with mantras on sacrificial fires and other 
offerings presented to them by the same or similar means. 9 
Then, again. Brahman, and Rudra, the puissant Cakra the 
slayer of Vala, Surya, the Lord of the stars (viz., Chandra- 
mas), the Wind-god, the deity of fire, the deity of the Waters, 
Infinite Space (as a living Being), the Universe too (as a con- 
scious agent), and the rest of the denizens of heaven, — these, 
it seems, are ignorant of the way of securing an annihilation 
of conscious existenee that is brought about by one's own 
efforts. ■{• Hence, perhaps, they have not betaken themselves 


xne ante or oaanaka a queries seems to be this 
of Pravritti is opposed to that of Nivritti. How is it t 
been created by the same Nar&yana ? How is it that 
some with dispositions to follow the one, and others wit 
to follow the other ?— T. 

; t ‘Atmanah parinirmitam pralayam’ means that desti 
sation of existenee which is brought about by one’s 
What the king says here is,— If the religion of Nivritti 1 
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to the path that is certain, indestructible, and immutable. 
Hence, perhaps, turning away from that path, they have 
adopted the religion of Pravritfci which leads to conscious 
existence that is measured by time. 12 This, indeed, is one 
great fault that attaches to those that are wedded to acts, 
for all their rewards are terminable. This doubt, 0 regener- 
ate one, is planted in my heart like a dagger ! Tear it out 
by reciting to me some discourses of old on this topic. Great 
is my curiosity to listen to thee. 13 For what reason, O re- 
generate one, have the deities been said to be takers of their 
respective shares of sacrificial offerings presented to them 
with the aid of mantras in sacrifices of diverse kinds ? Why 
again are the denizens of heaven adored in sacrifices ? 14 And, 
0 best of regenerate persons, to whom do they, that take their 
shares of offerings in sacrifices performed to their honor, them- 
selves make offerings when they perform great sacrifices V M6 
Vaigampayana said, — “The question thou hast asked me, 
O ruler of men, relates to a deep mystery, No man can 
speedily answer it that has not undergone penances, and that 
is not acquainted with the Puranas. 16 I shall, however, answer 
thee by reciting to thee what my preceptor the Island-born 
Krishna, otherwise called Yyasa, the great Rishi who has 
distributed the Yedas, had said unto us on a former occasion 
when questioned by us. 17 Sumanta, and Jaimini, and Paila 
of firm vows, and myself numbering the fourth, and Guka 
forming the fifth, were disciples of the illustrious Vyasa. 18 
We, numbering five in all, endued with self-restraint and 
purity of observances, had completely subjugated wrath and 
controlled our senses. Our preceptor used to teach us the 
Yedas having the Mahabharata for their fifth. 13 Once on a 
time, on the breast of that foremost of mountains, m, the 
delightful Meru, inhabited by Siddhas and Charanas while we 

all superior to us did not pursue it ? Were they ignorant of the me- 
thod by which Emancipation is attainable ? Are they yet ignorant of 
the means by which to win cessation of existence ? K. P« Singha ren- 
ders the Terse correctly. The Burdwan translator misunderstands it 
although he repeats the exact words of the second foot of the second 
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were engaged in studying the Vedas, this very doubt arose 
in our minds 0 that has been expressed by thee today. We, 
therefore, questioned our preceptor about it. I heard the 
answer that our preceptor made, I shall now recite that 
answer to thee, 0 Bharata I- 1 Hearing the words that were 
addressed to him by his disciples, that dispeller of all kinds 
of darkness represented by ignorance, viz., the blessed Vyasa 
the son of Paracara, said these words r 2 — I have undergone 
very severe, in fact, the austerest of penances. Ye best of 
men, I am fully conversant with the Past, the Present, and 
the Future. 23 In consequence of those penances of mine and 
of the restraint under which I kept my senses, while I dwelt 
on the shores of the ocean of milk, Narayana became grati- 
fied with me. As the result of the great God's gratification, 
this omniscience with respect to the Past, the Present, and 
the Future, that was desired by me, arose in my mind, 24 
Listen now to me as I discourse to you, in due order, on 
this great doubt that has disturbed your minds. I have, 
with the eye of knowledge, beheld all that occurred in the- 
beginning of the Kalpa. 25 He whom both the Sankhyas 
and those conversant with Yoga call by the name of the 
Supreme Soul, comes to be regarded as the foremost Purusha 
in consequence of his own acts. From Him springs forth 
Prakriti that is called the unmanifest or Pradhana by the 
learned. 2 ' 1 From the puissant Unmanifest sprang, for the 
creation of all the worlds, he that is called Aniruddha,- 
That Aniruddha is known among all creatures by tbe name 
of the Great Soul. 27 It is that Amruddha who, becoming 
manifest, created the Graudsire Brahman. Aniruddha is 
known by another name, viz., consciousness, and is endued 
with every kind of energy. 28 Earth, Wind, Space, Water, 
and Light numbering the fifth, — these are the five Great 
Creatures that have sprung from Consciousness. 29 Having 
created the Great Creatures (five in number) he then creat- 
ed their attributes.* Combining the Great Creatures, he 

hat is, the attributes of vision to Light, taste to Water, sound 
to space, touch to Wind, and scent to Earth.— T. ; 
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then created diverse embodied Beings. Listen to me as I 
recount them to you.’ 0 Marichi, Angiras, Afcri, Pnlastya, 
Pulaha, Kratu, the high-souled Vanish tha, and the Self- 
born Manu, — these should be known as the eight Prakriti 
'elements. Upon these depend all the worlds. 31 Then the 
Grandsire of all the worlds, viz., Brahman, created, for the 
-success of all creatures, the Vedas with all their branches 
as also the Sacrifices with their limbs. From these eight 
Prakriti-elements have sprung this vast universe. 32 Then 
sprang Rudra from the principle of wrath. Starting into 
life, he created ten others that were like him. These eleven 
Rudras are called by name of Vikara-Purushas. 33 The Rudras, 
the (eight) Prakritis, and the several celestial Rishis,. hav- 
ing started into life, approached Brahman with the object 
of upholding the universe and its operations. 3 * Addressing 
the Grandsire, they said, — We have been created, 0 holy 
one, by thee, 0 thou of great puissance. Tell us, 0 Grand- 
sire, which of us should be vested with what jurisdiction h 5 
What jurisdictions have been created by thee for supervising 
what particular affairs ? Which of us should, endued with 
what kind of consciousness, shall take charge of which of 
these ? 56 Do thou ordain also unto each of us the measure 
of strength that we are to have for discharging the duties 
of our respective jurisdictions/ — Thus addressed by them* 
the great god replied unto them in the following way. 37 

“‘Brahman said,— You have done well, ye deities, in 
speaking to me of this matter. Blessed be you all ! 1 was 

thinking of this very subject that has engaged your atten- 
tion. 38 How should the three worlds be upheld and kept 
agoing ? How should your strength and mine to be utilized 
towards that end ? 39 Let all of us, leaving this place, re- 
pair to that unmanifest and foremost of Beings who is the 
witness of the world, for seeking his protection. He will 
tell us what is for our good.' iW — After this, those deities and 
Rishis, w t th Brahman, proceeded to the northern shores of 
the ocean of milk, desirous of doing good to the three 
worlds. 41 Arrived there, they began to practise those austere 
penances that are declared by Brahmm iu fchi Ved h. Those 
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' austerest of penances are known by the name of Mahaniya- 
ma (the foremost of vows and observances )* 42 They stood 
there with mind fixed, immovable as posts of wood, and with 
eyes upturned and arms raised upwards . 43 For a thousand 
celestial years they were engaged in those severe penances. 
At the conclusion of that period they heard these sweet 
words in harmony with the Vedas and their branches . 44 

“ ‘The blessed and holy one said, — Ye deities and Rishis 
possessed of wealth of asceticism, with Brahman in your 
company, honoring you all with welcome, I say unto you 
these words ! 46 I know what is in your hearts ! Verily, the 
thoughts that engage you are for the good of the three 
worlds. I shall increase your energy and strength, invest- 
ing the same with Pravritti (predilection for acts ). 46 Ye 
gods, well have you undergone these penances from desire of 
adoring me ! Ye foremost of Beings, enjoy now the excel- 
lent fruits of those austerities which ye have gone through I 47 
This Brahman is the Lord of all the worlds. Endued with 
puissance, he is the Grandsire of all creatures. Ye also are 
foremost of deities. Do ye all, with concentrated minds, 
perform sacrifices for my glory . 48 In those sacrifices which 
you will perform, do ye always give me a portion of the 
sacrificial offerings. I shall then, ye lords of creation, assign 
to each of you your respective jurisdictions and ordain what 
will be for your good ! 4S — ’ ” 

Vai<jampayana continued, — “Hearing these words of that 
God of gods, all those deities and great Rishis and Brahman 
became filled with such delight that the hair on their bodies 
stood on its end . 60 They forthwith made arrangements for 
a sacrifice in honor of Vishnu according to the ordinances 
laid down in the Vedas. In that sacrifice, Brahman himself 
dedicated a portion of the offerings to Vishnu . 61 The deities 
and the celestial Rishis also, after the manner of Brahman, 
dedicated similar portions each unto the great God. The 
portions, thus offered with great reverence unto Vishnu, 

, . were, in respect of both the measure and the quality of the 
articles used, according to the ordinances laid down for the 
Krita age . 62 The deities and the Rishis and Brahman, in 


Parva,) OANTI PAtT4» 7S5 

that sacrifice, adored the great God as one endued with the 
complexion of the Sun, as the foremost of Beings, situate 
beyond the reach of Tamas, vast, pervading all things, the 
Supreme Lord of all, the giver of boons, and possessed of 
puissance , 58 Thus adored by them, the boon-giving and 
great God, invisible and bodiless, addressed those assembled 
celestials from heaven and said unto them : 64 — ‘The offerings 
dedicated by you in this sacrifice have all reached me. I am 
gratified with all of you. I shall bestow rewards on you 
that will, however, be fraught with ends whence there will 
be return .* 55 This shall be your distinctive feature, ye gods, 
from this day, in consequence of my grace and kindness for 
you. Performing sacrifices in every Yuga, with large pre- 
sents, ye will become enjoyers of fruits born of Pravritti. 5 * 
Ye gods, those men also that will perform sacrifices according 
to the ordinances of the Vedas, will give into all of you shares 
of their sacrificial offerings . 57 In the Veda-sutras I make him 
the receiver (in such sacrifices) of a share similar to that 
which he has himself offered one in this sacrifice , 58 Created 
to look after those affairs that appertain to your respective 
jurisdictions, do ye uphold the worlds according to the mea- 
sures of your strength as dependent on the shares you receive 
in those sacrifices . 59 Indeed, drawing strength from those 
rites and observances that will be current in the several 
worlds, taking their rise from the fruits of Pravritti, do ye 
continue to uphold the affairs of those worlds.f 69 Strength- 
ened by the sacrifices that will be performed by men, ye will 
strengthen me. These are the thoughts that I entertain for 
you all /’ 1 It is for this purpose that I have created the 
Vedas and sacrifices and plants and herbs, Duly served 
.with these by human beings on Earth, the deities will be 


* ‘Avritti lakehanam 5 means that the reward to be bestowed shall 
not be Emancipation whence there is no return, but such reward (as 
the felicity of heaven) whence there will be a return for each of the 
receivers. — T. 

t ‘Taking their rise from the fruits of Pravritti 5 implies ‘having 
their origion in their desire for such fruits as appertain to the religion 
9 t f Pravritti or acts. 5 — T, 
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gratified 42 Ye foremost of deities, till the end of this Kaipa, 
I have ordained your creation, making your constitutions 
depend upon the consequence of the religion of Pravritti 
Ye foremost of Beings, do ye then, as regards your respective 
urisdictions, engage yourselves in seeking the good of the 
three words . 65 Mariehi, Angiras, Atri, Pulastya, Pulaha* 
Kratu, and Vacjishtha, — these seven Rishis have been 
created by a fiat of the will . 64 These will become the fore- 
most of all persons conversant with the Vedas, In fact, they 
will become the preceptors of the Vedas. They will be wed- 
ded to the religion of Pravritti for they have been intended 
to devote themselves to the act of procreating offspring . 65 
This is the eternal path that I disclose of creatures engaged 
in acts and observances. The puissant Lord who is charged 
with the creation of all the worlds is called Aniruddha. 6 ® 
Sana, Sanatsujata, Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatkumara, Kapil a, 
and Sanatana numbering the seventh, 67 — these seven Rishis are 
known as the spiritual sons of Brahman. Their knowledge 
comes to them of itself (without being dependant on study 
or exertion). These seven are wedded to the religion of 
Nivritti . 68 They are the foremost of all persons conversant 
with Yoga. They are possessed also of deep knowledge of 
the Sankhya philosophy. They are preceptors of the scrip- 
tures' on duty and it is they that introduce the duties of the 
religion of Nivritti and cause them to flow in the worlds . 69 
From Unmanifest (Prakriti) has flowed Consciousness and 
the three great attributes (of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas). 
Transcending Prakriti is he called Ksketrajna . 70 That Kshe- 
trajna is myself. The path of those that are wedded to acts 
is fraught with return. One cannot, by that path, reach the 
spot whence there is no return. Different creatures have 
been created with different ends. Some are intended for the 
path of Pravritti and some for that of Nivritti. According 
to the path that a creature follows is the reward that he 
enjoys. This Brahman is the master of all the worlds. En- 
dued with puissance it is he that creates the universe.* 71 * 7 * 

■ ^ * What is stated here is that creatures following the path of Prs* 
' Witti cannot hope to reach the spot whence there is no return. It is 
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He Is your mother and father, and he Is your grandfather, 
At my command, he will be the giver of boons' unto all 
creatures . 73 His son Rudra, who has sprung from his brow 
at his command, will, endued with puissance, uphold all 
created beings . 74 Go ye to your respective jurisdictions, and 
seek, according to the ordinances, the good of the worlds I 
Let all the scriptural acts flow in all the worlds. Let there 
be no delay in this . 76 Ye foremost of celestials, do ye ordain 
the acts of all creatures and the ends that they are to attain 
therefor. Do ye appoint also the limits of the periods for 
which all creatures are to live . 76 This present epoch that 
has been set to run is the foremost of all epochs and should 
be known by the name of Krita. In this Yuga living crea- 
tures should not be slain in the sacrifices that may be per- 
formed. It should be as I ordain and let it not be other- 
wise . 77 In this age, ye celestials, Righteousness will flourish 
in its entirety.* After this age will come the epoch called' 
Treta. The Vedas, in that Yuga, will lose one quarter* 
Only three of them will exist . 78 In the sacrifices that will 
be performed In that age, animals, after dedication with the 
aid of sacred mantras , will be slain. As regards Righteous- 
ness again, it will lose one quarter; only three quarters 
thereof will flourish . 79 On the expiration of the Treta will- 
come the mixed Yuga known by the name of Dwapara. In 
that Yuga, Righteousness will lose two quarters and only 
two quarters thereof will flourish . 80 Upon the expiration of 
Dwapara the Yuga that will set in will be called Tish, and It 
will come with Kali walking in the van. Righteousness will 
lose full three quarters. Only a quarter thereof will exist 
in all places !— ?S1 

<e ‘When the great God said these words, the deities and* 


by the path of Nivritti that that spot it capable of being reached* 
The path of Pravritti is always fraught with return. One may become, 
by walking along that path, the very chief of the celestials, but that 
status is not eternal. Since the beginning (if a beginning can be 
conceived), millions and millions of Ihdras have arisen and fallen 
down.— T. 

* Literally, ‘with their four quarters entire*,— T. 
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the celestial Rishis addressed him and said,— If only a fourth 
part of Righteousness is to exist in that age in every place, 

tell us, 0 holy one, whither shall we then go and what shall 
we do ? — 82 

“ ‘The blessed and holy one said,— Ye foremost of celes- 
tials, ye should, in that age, repair to such places where the 
Yedas and sacrifices and Penances and Truth and self-res- 
traint, accompanied by duties fraught with compassion for 
all creatures, will still continue to flourish. Sin will never 
he able to touch you at all ! — ’ 83 

“Vyasa continued, — ‘Thus commanded by the great God, 
the deities with all the Rishis bowed their heads unto him and 
then proceeded to the places they desired. 84 After the deni- 
zens of heaven had left that place, only Brahman remained 
there, desirous of beholding the great Deity then residing 
in the form of Aniruddha.' 5 The foremost of deities then 
showed himself to Brahman, having assumed a form that had 
a vast equine head. Bearing a Ramandalu and the triple 
stick, he appeared before Brahman, reciting the while the 
Vedas with all their branches. 85 Beholding the great Deity 
of immeasurable energy in that form crowned with an equine 
head, the puissant Brahman, the Creator of all the worlds, 
moved by the desire of doing good to his Creation, 87 wor- 
shipped that boon-giving Lord with a bend of his head, and 
stood before him with hands joined in reverence. The great 
Deity embraced Brahman and then told him these words. 83 

The holy one said, Do thou, 0 Brahman, duly think 
of the courses of acts which creatures are to follow. Thou 
art the great ordainer of all created Beings. Thou art the 
Master and the Lord of the universe. Placing this burthen 
on thee I shall soon be free from anxiety. 85 At such times, 
however, when it will be difficult for thee to accomplish the 
purposes of the deities, I shall then appear in incarnate 
forms due to my own apprehension of the gravity of the 
emergencies ! so Having said these words, that grand form 
f with the equine head disappeared then and there. Having 

too proceeded quickly to 
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eternal Deity, with the lotus in his navel, became the ac- 
ceptor of the first share offered in sacrifices and hence it is 
that He came to be called as the eternal upholder of all Sacri- 
fices . 92 He himself adopted the religion of Nivritti, the end 
after which those creatures strive that are desirous of indes- 
tructible fruits. He ordained at the same time the religion 
of Pravritti for others, with the view of giving variety to 
the universe . 93 He is the beginning, He is the middle, and 
He is the end of all created Beings. He is their Creator and 
He is their one object of meditation. He is the actor and He 
is the act. Having withdrawn the universe into Himself at 
the end of the Yuga, He goes to sleep, and awakening at the 
commencement of another Yuga, He once more creates the 
universe . 94 Do you all bow unto that illustrious one who is 
possessed of high soul and who transcends the three attri- 
butes, who is Unborn, whose form is the universe, and who 
is the abode or refuge of all the denizens of heaven . 96 Do 
you bow unto Him who is the Supreme Lord of all crea- 
tures, who is the Lord of the Eudras, who is the Lord of 
the Mityas, and of the Yasus as well . 96 Do you bow unto 
Him who is the Lord of the A$wins, and the Lord of the 
Maruts, who is the Lord of all the Sacrifices ordained in the 
Yedas, and the Lord of the Vedangas . 97 Bow unto Him who 
always resides in the Ocean, and who is called Hari, and 
whose hair is like the blades of the Munja grass. Bow unto 
Him who is Peace and Tranquillity, and who imparts the 
religion of Moksha unto all creatures . 98 Bow unto Him who 
is the Lord of Penances, of all kinds of energy, and of Fame, 
who is ever the Lord of Speech and the Lord of all the 
Rivers also * 99 Bow unto Him who is called Kaparddin, who 
is the Great Boar, who is the Unicorn, and who is possessed 
of great intelligence ; who is the Sun, who assumed the 
well-known form with the equine head ; and who is always 
displayed in a fourfold form . 100 Bow unto Him who is 
unrevealed, who is capable of being apprehended by know- 
ledge only, who is both indestructible and destructible. The 
supreme Deity, who is immutable, pervadeth all things . 101 
He is the Supreme Lord who can be known with the aid of 
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the eye of Knowledge alone. It was thus that, aided by th® 
eye of Knowledge, I beheld in days of yore that foremost of 
deities. 102 Asked by you, I have told you everything in 
detail, ye disciples, and do you act according to my words 
and dutifully serve the Supreme Lord called Hari. Do you 
hymn His praises in Vedic words and adore and worship Hirn 
also according to due rites !’ ” 103 

Va^ampayana continued,— “It was thus that the arranger 
of the Vedas, endued with great intelligence, discoursed to 
us, questioned by us on that occasion. His son, the highly 
righteous Cuka, and all his disciples (viz., ourselves) listened 
to him while he delivered that discourse. 104 Our preceptor, 
with ourselves, 0 king, then adored the great Deity with 
Richs extracted from the four Vedas. 105 I have thus told 
thee everything about what thou hadst asked me. It was 
thus, 0 king, that our Island-born preceptor discoursed to 
us. l0S He who, having uttered the words— ‘I bow unto the 
holy Lord,’— frequently listens, with concentrated attention, 
to this discourse or reads or recites it to others, 107 becomes 
endued with intelligence and health, and possessed of beauty 
and strength. If ill, he becomes freed from that illness ; if 
hound, freed from his bonds. The man who cherishes desires 
obtains (by this) the fruition of all his desires, and easily 
attains to a long life also. 100 A Brahmana, by doing this, 
becomes conversant with, all the Vedas, and a Kshatriya be- 
comes crowned with success. A Vai 5 ya, by doing it, makes 
considerable profits, and a Cudra attains to great felicity. 10 * 
A sonless man obtains a son. A maiden obtains a desirable 
husband. A woman that has conceived brings forth a son. 110 
A. barren woman conceives and attains to wealth of sons and 
grandsons. He who recites this discourse on the way suc- 
ceeds in passing happily and without impediments of any 
kind along his way. In fact, one attains to whatever objects 
one cherishes, if one reads or recites this narrative. 111 Hear- 
ing these words of the great Rishi, fraught with certainty of 
—elusion, and embodying a recital of the attributes of 
•a™ i e d one who is the foremost of all beings, hear- 
tive of the great conclave of Rishis and other 
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denizens of heaven, — men who are devoted to the Supreme 
Deity derive great happiness.” 112 


Section CCOXLXL 


Janamejaya said,— "0 holy one, it behooveth thee to tell 
me the significations of those diverse names uttering which 
the great Rishi Vyasa with his disciples hymned the praises 
of the illustrious slayer of Madhu. I am desirous of hearing 
those names of Hari, that Supreme Lord of all creatures. 
Indeed, by listening to those names, I shall be sanctified and 
cleansed even like the bright autumnal moon I” 1 *’ 2 

Vai<jampayana said,— “Listen, 0 king, to what the signi- 
fications are of the diverse names, due to attributes and acts* 
of Hari as the puissant Hari himself of cheerful soul explain- 
ed them to Phalguna, 3 That slayer of hostile heroes, mz. 9 
Phalguna, had at one time asked Keijava, enquiring after 
the imports of the some of the names by which the high-soul- 
ed Kecjava is adored. 4 

"Arjuna said, — holy one, 0 Supreme ordainer of the 
Past and the Future, 0 Creator of all Beings, 0 immutable 
one, 0 Refuge of all the worlds, 0 Lord of the universe, O 
dispeller of the fears of all persons, 5 I desire to hear from 
thee in detail, 0 Ke$ava, the significations of all those 
names of thine, 0 God, which have been mentioned by the 
great Rishis in the Vedas and the Puranas in consequence 
of diverse acts of thine ! None else than thee, 0 Lord, is 
competent to explain the significations of those names/*’ 7 

"The holy one said, — ‘In the Rigveda, in the Yajurveda* 
in the Atharvans and the Samans, in the Puranas and the 
Upanishads, as also in the treatises on astrology, 0 Arjuna, 8 
in the Sankhva scriptures, in the Yoga scriptures, and in the 
treatises also on the Science of Life, many are the names that 
have been mentioned by the great Rishis. 9 Some of those 
names are derivable from my attributes and some of them 
relate to my acts. Do thou hear, with concentrated attend 
tion, 0 sinless one, what the import is of each of those names 
(in particular) that have reference to my acts, 10 j sis recite 
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uuoul bU ^ is *aia unaB im days of yore yon were half 
my body. Salutations unto Him of great glory, Him, viz., 
that is the Supreme Soul of all embodied creatures '* n 
Salutations unto Narayana, unto Him that is identifiable 
with the universe, unto Him that transcends the three (pri- 
mal) attributes (of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas), unto Him 
that is, again, the Soul of those attributes. From His grace 
hath arisen Brahman and from His wrath hath arisen Rudra, 1 ’ 
He is the source whence have sprung all mobile and immobile 
creatures. O foremost of all persons endued with Sattwa, the 
attribute of Sattwa consists of the eight and ten qualities.*}* 
That attribute is Supreme Nature having for her soul the 
Sky and Earth and succeeding by her creative forces in 
upholding the universe . 12 That Nature is identical 
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tion comes). These two, viz., Brahman and Rudra, are the 
foremost of all the deities, having sprung respectively from 
the Cheerfulness and the Wrath (of Aniruddha). 17 ' 18 Acting 
according to Aniruddha’s directions, these two deities Create 
and Destroy. Although capable of granting boons unto all 
creatures, they are, however, in the matter of the concerns 
to which they attend, (viz., Creation and' Destruction), mere- 
ly instruments in the hands of Aniruddha. (It is Aniruddha 
that does everything, making Brahman and Rudra the visi- 
ble agents in respect of the universe). 19 Rudra is otherwise 
called Kaparddin. He has matted locks on his head, and 
sometimes displays a head that is bald. He loves to 
dwell in the midst of crematoriums which constitute his home. 
He is an observer of the austerest vows. He is a Yogin of 
mighty puissance and energy. 20 He is the destroyer of Dak- 
sha’s sacrifice and the tearer of Bhaga’s eyes. 0 son of Pandu, 
Rudra should be known to have always Narayana for his 
Soul. 21 If that deity of deities, viz., Mahe§wara, be wor- 
shipped, then, O Parfcha, is the puissant Narayana also 
worshipped. 22 I am the Soul, 0 son of Pandu, of all the 
worlds, of all the universe. Rudra, again, is my Soul. It 
is for this that I always adore him. 23 If I do not adore the 
auspicious and boon-giving I^ana, nobody would then adore 
my own self, 24 The ordinances I set are followed by all the 
worlds. Those ordinances should always be adored, and it is, 
therefore, that I adore them. 26 He who knows Rudra knows 
myself, and he who knows myself knows Rudra. He who 
follows Rudra follows me. Rudra is Narayana. Both are one; 
and one is displayed in two different forms, 26 Rudra and 
Narayana, forming one person, pervade all displayed things 
and cause them to act. No one else than Rudra is competent 
to grant me a boon, 0 son of Pandu. 27 Having settled this 
in my mind, I adored in days of yore the ancient and puis- 
sant Rudra, for obtaining the boon of a son. In adoring 
Rudra thus, I adored my own self. 23 Vishnu never bows his 
head unto any deity except his own self. It is for this reason 
that I adore Rudra, (Rudra being, as I have already told 
thee, my own self), 29 All the deities, including Brahman 
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and Indra and the deities and the great Rishis, adore NarS- ' 
yana, that foremost of deities, otherwise called by the name 
of Hari. s0 Vishnu is the foremost of all Beings past, present, 
or future, and as such should always be adored and worshipped 
with reverence , S1 Bo thou bow thy head unto Vishnu. 
Bo thou bow thy head unto Him who gives protection to all 
Do thou bow, 0 son of Kunti, unto that great boon-giving 
deity, that foremost of deities, who eats the offerings made 
unto him in sacrifices. 82 1 have heard that there are four 
kinds of worshippers. Among them all, they that are devot- 
ed to me wholly and do not adore any other deibv, are the 
foremost. I am the end they seek, and though engaged in 
acts, they never seek the fruits thereof. 83 The three remain- 
ing classes of my worshippers are those that are desirous of 
the fruits of their acts. They attain to regions of great 
felicity, but then they have to fall down therefrom upon the 
'exhaustion of their merits. Those amongst my worshippers, 
therefore, that are fully awakened (and, as such, that know 
that all happiness is terminable except what is attainable by 
persons that become identified with me) obtain what is fore- 
most (and invaluable).* 34 Those that are awakened and 
whose conduct displays such enlightenment, may be engaged 
in adoring Brahman or Mahadeva or the other deities that 
■occur in heaven, but they succeed at least in attaining to my- 
self. 35 I have thus told thee, O Partha, what the destina- 
tions are between my worshippers. 36 Thyself, 0 son of Kunti, 
and myself are known as Kara and Narayana. Both of us 
have assumed human bodies only for the purpose of lighten- 
ing the burthen of the Earth. 37 I know the different kinds 
of Yoga that rest on the Soul. I know who I am and whence 
I arm, 0 Rharata. I know the religion of Nivritti, and all 
that contributes to the prosperity of creatures. 38 Eternal as 
I am, I am the one sole Refuge of all men. The waters have 
been called by the name of Nara, for they sprang from Him 
ealled Hara. And since the waters, in former times, were my 

* Emancipation or complete identification with the Supreme 
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refage, I am, therefore, called by the name of Narayana.* 8 
Assuming the form of the Sun I cover the universe with my 
rays. And because I am the home of all creatures,, therefore*, 
am I called by the name of Vasudevav 40 I am the end of all 
creatures and their sire, 0 Bharata. I pervade the entire 
firmament and the Earth, 0 Part ha, and my splendour* 
transcends every other sple n&our. 41 I am He, 0 Bharata, 
whom all creatures wish to attain to at the end. And 
because I overwhelm all the universe, I have come to be- 
called by the name of Vishnu. 42 Desirous of attaining to- 
success through restraint of their senses, people seek to at- 
tain to me who am heaven and Earth and the firmament 
between the two. For this am I called by the name of 
Damodara. 4S The word Prhjni includes food, the Vedas, 
water, and nectar. These four are always in my stomach. 
Hence ana I called by the name of Pri^migarbha. 44 The Rishis 
have said that once on a time when the Rishi Trita was 
thrown into a well by Ekata and Dwita, the distressed Trita 
invoked me, saying, — 0 PriQnigarbha, do thou rescue the 
fallen Trita l 45 — That foremost of Rishis, viz., Trita, the spiri- 
tual) son of Brahman, having called on me thus, was rescued 
from the pit. 45 The rays that emanate from the Sun who 
gives heat to the world, from the blazing fire, and from the 
Moon, constitute my hair. Hence do foremost of learned 
Brahmanas call me by the name of Ke<java. 47 The high-souled 
TJtathya having impregnated his wife disappeared from her 
side through an illusion of the gods. The younger brother 
Yrikaspati then appeared before that high-souled one’s wife, 48 
Unto that foremost of Rishis that had repaired thither from 
desire of congress, the child in the womb of Utathya’s wife, 
O son of Kunti, whose body had already been formed of the 
five primal elements, said, 49 — O giver of boons, I have already 
entered into this womb. It behooveth thee not to assail my 
mother! — Hearing these words of the unborn child, Vrihas- 
pati became filled with wrath and denounced a curse on him, 
saying 40 — Since thou obstructest me in this way when I 
have come hither from desire of the pleasures of congress, 
therefore shalt thou, through my curse, be visited by blinct? 
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ness, without doubt ! 51 — Through this curse of that foremost 
of Rishis, the child of Utathya was born blind and blind he 
remained for a long time. It was for this reason that that 
Eishi, in days of yore, came to be known by the name of 
Dirghatamas , 54 He, however, acquired the four Vedas with 
their eternal limbs and subsidiary parts. After that he fre- 
quently invoked me by this secret name of mine. Indeed, 
according to the ordinance as laid down he repeatedly called 
■upon me by the name of Eeqava . 68 Through the merit he 
acquired by uttering this name repeatedly, he became cured 
of his blindness and then came to be called by the name of 
Gotama. This name of mine, therefore, Q Arjuna, is pro- 
ductive of boons unto them that utter it 51 among all the 
deities and the high-souled Rishis. The deity of fire and 
Shoma, blending together, become transfused into one and 
the same substance. It is for this reason that the entire 
■universe of mobile and immobile creatures is said to be per- 
vaded by those two deities .* 65 In the Puranas, Agni and 
Shoma are spoken of as possessing natures that had one 
and the same result. The deities also are said to have Agni 
for their mouth. It is in consequence of these two beings 
endued with natures leading to the same result that they 
are said to be deserving of each other and upholders of the 
universe.’ ” 6 ' 


Section CCGXLIII. 

“Arjuna said,— ‘How did Agni and Shoma, in days of 
yore, attain to uniformity in respect of their original nature* 


* The object of this Verse, the Commentator says, is to explain the 
meaning of the word ‘Hrishikega’. Agni is the digestive fire, and 
Shoma is food. Uniting together, Agni and Shoma, therefore, uphold 
the universe. In the form of digestive fire and food, Agni and Shoma 
are two gladdeners of the universe. They are called on this account 
'Hrishi’ (in the dual number). And since they are, as it were, the 
‘kega’ or hair of N&rSyana, therefore is he called ‘Hirishikega’ All 
these etymologies are very fanciful. Elsewhere the word ‘Hrishikega' 
is explained as the ‘Iga’ or lord of ‘Hrishika’ or the senses,— T, 
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This doubt has arisen in my mind. Do thou dispel it, 
0 slayer of Madhu l’ 1 

<c The highly and holy one said, — T shall recite to thee, O 
son of Pandu, an ancient story of incidents arising from my 
own energy. Do thou listen to it with rapt attention ! 2 
When four thousand Yugas according to the measure of the 
celestials elapse, the dissolution of the universe comes. The 
Manifest disappear into the Unmanifest. All creatures, 
mobile and immobile, meet with destruction. 3 Light. Earth, 
Wind, all disappear. Darkness spreads over the universe 
which becomes one infinite expanse of water. 4 When that 
infinite waste of water only exists like Brahma without a 
second, it is neither day nor night. Neither aught nor 
naught exists ; neither manifest nor unmanifest. 6 When such 
is the condition of the universe, the foremost of Beings, viz., 
the eternal and immutable Hari springs from Tamas, that 
combination of the attributes (of omnipotence and the rest) 
belonging to Narayana, that is indestructible and immortal, 
that is without senses, that is inconceivable and unborn, that 
is Truth’s self fraught with compassion, that is endued with 
the form of existence which the rays of the gem called Chin- 
tamani have, that causes diverse kinds of inclinations to flow 
in diverse directions, that is divested of the principles of 
hostility and deterioration and mortality and decay, that is 
formless and all-pervading, and that is endued with the prin- 
ciple of universal Creation and of Eternity without begin- 
ning, middle, or end. 6 There is authority for this assertion. 7 
The Cruti declares, — Day was not. Night was not. Aught 
r was not, Naught was not. In the beginning there was only 

Tamas,* ? She was of the form of the universe, and she is 
the night of Narayana of universal form. Even this is the 
meaning of the word Tamas. 8 From that Purusha (called 
Hari) thus born of Tamas and having Brahma for his parent, 


* ‘Safe’ is existent or aught. c AsaP is naught or non-existent. Very 
generally, these two words are used to imply Effects and Causes, the 
former being gross or manifest, and the latter, subtile or un manifest. 
‘Tamas 5 here does not mean one of the three primal attributes but 
primeval darkness, Comp t Manu, ‘a&ifcidam tamobhutam 
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started into existence the Being called Brahman. Brahman 
desiring to create creatures, caused Agni and Shoma to spring 
from his own eyes. Afterwards when creatures came to be 
created, the created persons came out in their due order as 
b rahmanas and Kshatriyas, He who started into life as 
Shoma was none else that Brahma ; and they that were born 
as Brahmanas were all Shoma in reality. He who started 
into Being as Agni was none else than Kshatra. The Brah- 
manas became endued with greater energy than the Kshatras. 
It you ask the reason why, the answer is that this superiori- 
y o the Brahmanas to the Kshatriyas is an attribute that is 
manifest to the whole world. It occurred as follows. The 
Brahmanas represent the eldest creation as regards men. None 
were created before that were superior to the Brahmanas. 
He who offers food into the mouth of a Brahmana is regard- 
ed as pouring libations into a blazing fire (for gratifying the 
deities). I say that having ordained things in this way, the 
creation was accomplished of creatures by Brahman. Having 
established all created Beings in their respective positions, he 
upholds the three worlds. There occurs a declaration to the 
same effect m the Mantras of the Crutis. 9 — Thou, 0 Agni, 
art the Hotri in sacrifices, and the benefactor of the universe! 
Thou art the benefactor of the deities, of men, and of all 
the worlds ho— -T here is (other) authority also for this.-Thou 
Agm, the Hotri of the universe and of sacrifices. Thou 
art the source through which the deities and men do good to 
the universe ! u Agni is truly the Hotri and the performer 
©f sacrifices. Agni is again the Brahma of the ‘ sacrifice. 12 
No libations can be poured into the sacrificial fire without 
uttering mantras ; there can be no penances without a person 
to perform them ; the worship of the deities and men and the 

Eishis is accomplished by the libations poured with mantras. 

ence, Agni, thou hast been regarded as the Hotri in 
sacrifices. Thou art, again, all the other mantras that have 


* I do not know whether I have understood eorreeWy the last par 

o his sentence. I think what is stated is that by honoring Hari an 

7 ° rS the deitieS aad men aad Kisbis. By men, •: 
nk, dead men or the Pitris are referred to.— T, 
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been declared in respect of the Homa rites of men. For 
the Brahmanas the duty is ordained of officiating for others 
in the sacrifices they perform. The two other orders, viz., 
Kshatras and Vaigyas, that are included within the regener- 
ate or twice-born class, have not the same duty prescribed 
for them. Hence, Brahmanas are like Agni, who uphold 
sacrifices. The sacrifices (which the Brahmanas perform) 
strengthen the deities. Strengthened in this way, the deities 
fructify the Earth (and thereby support all living creatures). 
But the result that may be achieved by the foremost of sacri- 
fices may as well be accomplished through the mouth of the 
Brahmanas . 13 That learned person who offers food into the 
mouth of a Brahman a is said to pour libations into the 
sacred fire for gratifying the deities . 14 In this way the 
Brahmanas have come to be regarded as Agni. They that 
are possessed of learning adore Agni. Agni is, again, Vishnu. 
Entering all creatures, he upholds their life-breaths . 16 In 
this connection there is a Verse sung by Sanatkumara. Brah- 
man, in creating the universe, first created the Brahmanas. 
The Brahmanas become, immortal by studying the Vedas, and 
repair to heaven through the aid of such study. The intelli- 
gence, speech, acts and observances, faith, and the penances 
of the Brahmanas uphold both the Earth and the heaven like 
slings of strings upholding bovine nectar .* 16 There is no 
duty higher than Truth, There is no superior more worthy 
of reverence than the mother. There is none more efficient 
than the Brahmana for conferring felicity both here and here- 
after , 17 The inhabitants of those realms where Brahmanas 
have no certain means of support (from lands or other kinds 
property assigned to them) become very miserable. There 
the oxen do not carry the people or draw the plough, nor 
do vehicles of any kind bear them. There milk kept in jars 
is never churned for yielding butter. On the other hand, the 
residents become divested of prosperity of every kind, and be- 
take themselves to the ways of robbers (instead of being able 


, * The reading W&g&mritam 5 is an error. The correct reading is 


Vavrimritara.’ — T . 
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to enjoy the blessings of peace).* 18 In the Vedas, the Pura- 
nas, the histories, and other authoritative writings, it is said 
that the Brahmanas, who are the souls of all creatures, who 
are the creators of all things, and who are identifiable with 
all existent objects, sprang from the mouth of Narayana. 
Indeed, it is said that the Brahmanas first came out of that 
great boon giving god’s mouth when he had restrained his 
speech as a penance. The Brahmanas are distinguished above 
the deities and Asuras, since they were created by myself i a 
my indescribable form as Brahma as I have created the deit- 
ies and the Asuras and the great Rishis and placed them in 
their respective situations and have to punish them occasion- 
ally. In consequence of his licentious assault on Ahalya, 
Indra was cursed by Gautama, her husband, through which 
Indra got a green beard on his face. Through that curse of 
Kauqika, Indra lost also, his own testicles which loss was 
afterwards (through the kindness of the other deities) made up 
by the substitution of the testicles of a ram. When in the 
sacrifice of king Sarjjati, the great Rishi Chyavana became 
desirous of making the twin Atjwins sharers of the sacrificial 
offerings, Indra objected. Upon Chyavana insisting, Indra 
sought to hurl his thunderbolt at him. The Rishi para- 
lysed Indra’s arms. Incensed at the destruction of his sacri- 
fice by Rudra, the great Rishi Daksha once more set himself 
to the practice of severe austerities and attaining to high 
puissance caused something like a third eye to appear on the 
forehead of Rudra. f When Rudra addrest himself for the 
destruction of the triple city belonging to the Asuras, the 
preceptor of the Asuras,. viz., Uijanas, provoked beyond en- 
durance, tore a matted lock from his own head and hurled it 


this third eye on Rudra’s forehead, he came to 
E ‘Virupaksha 1 or the ‘ugly or fierce-eyed’. _T. j 
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Rudra, From that mat tied lock of TTgan&s sprang 1 many 
serpents. Those serpents began to bite Rudra, at which his 
throat became blue. During a byegone period, viz., that 
connected with the Self-born Mann,* it is said that Narayana 
had seized Rudra by the throat and hence did Rudra J s throat 
become blue. On the occasion of churning the Ocean for 
raising the amrita , Vrihaspati of Angiras’s race sat on the 
shores of the Ocean for performing the rite of furmcharuna. 
When he took up a little water for the purpose of the initial 
achumana , the water seemed to him to be very muddy. At 
this Vrihaspati became angry and cursed the Ocean, saying, 
— Since thou continuest to be so dirty regardless of the fact 
of my having come to thee for touching thee, since thou hast 
not become clear and transparent, therefore from this day 
thou shalt be tainted with fishes and sharks and tortoises and 
other aquatic animals ! — From that time, the waters of the 
ocean have become populous with diverse kinds of sea-animals 
and monsters. Vigwarupa, the son of Tashtri, formerly be- 
came the P ur oh.it a of the deities. Re was, on his jnofchr>r*a 
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then staying in the Nandana woods (of Indra) and said unto 
him, — How ia.it, 0 son, that thou art engaged in aggran- 
dising the cause of thy foes and weakening that of thy mater- 
nal uncles? It behnoveth thee not to act in this way! — 
Vigwarupa, thus solicited by his mother, thought that he 
should not disobey her words, and as the consequence of that 
redaction he went over to the side of Hiranyakagipu, after 
having paid proper respects to his mother. King Hiranya- 
kaaipu, upon the arrival of Trigiras, dissmised his old Hotri, 
viz., Vagishtha the son of Brahman, and appointed Trigiras to 
that office. Incensed at this, Vagishtha cursed Hiranyakagipu, 
saying, — Since thou dismissest me and appointest another per- 
son as thy Hotri, this sacrifice of thine shall not be completed, 
and some Being the like of whom has not existed before will 
slay thee ! — In consequence of this curse, Hiranyakagipu was 
slain by Vishnu in the form of a man-lion. Vigwarupa, having 
adopted the side of his maternal relations, employed himself 
fin severe austerities for aggrandising them. Impelled by the 
-desire of causing him to swerve from his vows, Indra des- 
patched to him many beautiful Apsaras. Beholding those 
•celestial nymphs of transcendent beauty, the heart of Vigwa- 
jrupa became agitated. Within a very short time he became 
•exceedingly attached to them. Understanding that he had 
•become attached to them, the celestial nymphs said unto him 
one day, — We shall not tarry here any longer. In fact, we 
shall return to that place whence we came ! — Unto them that 
■said so, the son of Tashtri replied, — Where will you go? 

' Stay with me. I shall do you good ! — Hearing him say so, 
th® Apsaras rejoined, — We are celestial nymphs called Apsa- 
, txas. We chose in days of old the illustrious and boon-giving 
Indra of great puissance ! — Vigwarupa then said unto them, 
—This very day I shall so ordain that all the deities with 
' 'Indra at their head shall cease to be !— Saying this, Trigiras 
began to recite mentally certain sacred Mantras of great 
efficacy. By virtue of those Mantras he began to increase in 
energy. With one of his mouths he began to drink all the 
Soma mat Brahmamas addicted to Sacrifices poured on their 




rites. With, a second mouth 




O&mi PAKVA, 


808 



to eat all the food (that was offered in Sacrifices). With His 
third mouth he began to drink up the energy of all the 
deities with Indra at their head. Beholding him swelling with 
energy in every part of his body that was strengthened by the 
Soma he was drinking, all the deities then, with Indra in 
their company, proceeded to the Grands ire Brahman, Arrived 
at his presence, they addressed him and said, — All the 
Soma that is duly offered in the sacrifices performed every- 
where is being drink by Vigwarupa. We no longer obtain 
our shares. The Asuras are being aggrandised, while we are 
being weakened! It behooveth thee, therefore, to ordain 
what is for our good 1— After the deities ceased, the Qrandsir© 
replied, — The great Rishi Dadhichi of Bhrigu’s race is niw 
engaged in performing severe austerities. Go, ye deities-, 
unto him and solicit a boon from him. Do ye so arrange that 
he may cast off his body l With his bones let a new weapon 
be created called the Thunder-bolt !— Thus instructed by the 
Grandsire, the deities proceeded to that place where the holy 
Rishi Dadhichi was engaged in his austerities. The deities 
with Indra at their head addressed the sage, saying, — 0 holy 
one, your austerities, we hope, are being well performed and 
uninterrupted! — Unto them the sage Dadhichi said, — Wel- 
come to all of you ! Tell me what I should do for you ! I 
shall certainly do what you will say ! — They then told him, — 
It behoveth thee to cast off thy body for benefiting ail the 
worlds ! — Thus solicited, the sage Dadhichi, who was a great 
Yogin and who regarded happiness and misery in the same^ 
light, without being at ail cheerless, concentrated his Soul 
by his Yoga power and cast off his body. When his'Soul left 
its temporary tenement of clay, Dhatri, taking his bones, 
created an irresistible weapon called the Thunder-bolt. 
With the Thunder-bolt thus created of the bones of a Brah- 
mana, which was impenetrable by other weapons and irresis- 
tible and pervaded by the energy of Vishnu, Indra struck 
VI$warupa the son of Tashtri. Having slain the son of 
Tashtri thus, Indra severed the head from the body. From 
the lifeless body, however, of Vi^warupa, when it was pressed, 
the energy that was still residing in it gave birth to a mighty 
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Asura of the name of Vntra. Vriira became the foe of Indra 

but Fndra slew him also with the Thunder-bolt. I Q cot , s J 

queuce of the sin being thus doubled of Brah omnicide, ludra 

became inspired with a great fear and i«t the 

r b isar ana as the consequence 

thereof he had to abandon the sovereignty of heaven. He 
entered a cool lotus-stalk that grew in the Miinasa lake In 
consequence of the Yoga attribute of Anima, he became very 
minute and entered the fibres of that lotus stalk.* When the 
lord of the three worlds, the husband of Cachi, had thus dis- 
appeared from sight through fear of the sin of Brahmanicide 
the universe became lordless. The attributes of Rajas and 
Tamas assailed the deities. The Mantras uttered by the 

f v n aC ~rVr fc aH effi ° aCy ‘ Eakshasas appeared everv- 
>vn ere . The -V edas were about to disappear. The inhabitants 

oi all the worlds, destitute of a king, lost their strength and 

began to fall an easy prey to Rakshasas and other evil Beings 

ft “? the «-«ng together, made 

. Nahusha, the son of Ayush, the king of the three worlds and 

duly crowned him as such. Nahusha had on his forehead full 
hundred luminaries of blazing effulgence, which had the 

4 ™ r , U \ 0f desp0lhn - ever y ereat «e of energy. Thus equipt 

; continued to rule heaven. The three worlds were 

restored to then- normal condition. The inhabitants of the 
universe once more beeame happy and cheerful. Mahusha 
then said. Everything that Indra used to enjoy is before 
. Only, his spouse Gachi is not by 1-Having said this 
Nahusba proceeded to where Cachi was and, addressing her 
said,— O blessed lady, I have become the lord of the deities > 
D. ftou aceept m. ! -Unto Mm Caehi npH sa ying> -Th,„ 
art, by nature, wedded to righteousness of behaviour. Thou 
belonged, again, to the race of Shoma. It behooveth thee 
} to assail another person’s wife !— Nahusha, thus addressed 
her, said, -The position of Indra is now being occupied by 
>• I deserve to enjoy the dominions and all the precious 
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. ©atomic w&rv va> * ■ « .. r 






, w supernuman poi 

ed * ogai$waryya\ They include Anima, by which 
rei-y minute; Laghima, by which one. «.r, ' 










WMB 


Parva.} 


CANT! PAL.'? A, 


possessions of Indra. In desiring to enjoy thee there can be 
no sin. Thou werfc Indra’s and, therefore, should be mine 1 
— Gachi then said unto him, — I am observing a vow that has 
not yet been completed. After performing the final ablutions 
I shall come to thee within a few days ! — Extracting this 
promise from Indra’s spouse, Nahusha left her presence. 
Meanwhile Gachi, afflicted with pain and grief, anxious to 
find her lord and assailed by her fear of Nahusha, proceed- 
ed to Vrihaspati (the chief priest of the celestials). At the 
first sight Vrihaspati understood her to be penetrated by 
anxiety. He immediately had recourse to Yoga-meditation 
and learnt that she was intent upon doing what was neces- J 
sary for restoring her husband to his true position. Vrihas- 
pati then addressed her, saying, — Equipt with penances and 
the merit that will be thine in consequence of this vow that 
thou art observing, do thou invoke the boon-giving goddess 
Upagruti l Invoked by thee, she will appear and show thee 
where thy husband is dwelling ! — While in the observance of 
that very austere vow, she invoked with the aid of proper 
Mantras the boon-giving goddess Upagruti. Invoked by 
Caghi, the goddess presented herself before her and said,— 

I am here at thy bidding ! Invoked by thee I have come ! 
What cherished wish of thine shall I accomplish ?— Bowing 
unto her with a bend of the head, Gachi said,— 0 blessed 
lady, it behooveth thee to show me where my husband is ! 
Thou art Truth ! Thou art Rita ! — Thus addressed, the 
goddess Upagruti took her to the lake Manasa. Arrived 
there, she pointed out to Gachi her lord Indra residing 
within the fibres of a lotus-stalk. Beholding his spouse 
pale and emaciated, Indra became exceedingly anxious. 
And the lord of heaven said unto himself, — Alas, great is 
the sorrow that has overtaken me ! I have fallen off from 
the position that is mine! This my spouse, afflicted with 
grief on my account, finds out my lost self ahd comes to 
me here ! — Having reflected in this strain, Indra addressed 
his dear spouse and said, — -In what condition art thou now ?, 
She. answered' him,— Nahusha dnyifeialrf to make me his 
wife. I have obtained a respite from him, having fixed the 
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fice, substituting a black antelope for a good steed every way 
fit to be offered up in sacrifice. Causing India, the lord of 
the Maruts, to ride upon that very steed (which was saved 
from slaughter) Yrihaspati led him to his own place. The 
lord of heaven was then adored with hymns by all the deities 
and the Rishis. He continued to rule in heaven, cleansed of 
the sin of Brahmanicide which was divided into four portions 
and ordained to reside in woman, fire, trees, and kine. It 
was thus that Indra, strengthened by the energy of a Brah- 
man a, succeeded in slaying his foe (and when, as the result 
of that act of his, he had been overpowered by sin, it was the* 
energy of another Brahmana that rescued him). It was thus 
.that Indra once more regained his position. 

“ ‘In days of yore, while the great Rishi Bharadwaja was 
saying his prayers by the side of the celestial Ganga, one 
of the three feet of Vishnu, when he assumed his three- 
.footed form, reached that spot,* Beholding that strange 
sight, Bharadwaja assailed Vishnu with a handful of water, 
•upon which Vishnu's bosom received a mark (called Sree- 
<vatsa).f Cursed by that foremost of Rishis, m, Bhrigu, 
Agni was obliged to become a devourer of all things . 67 Once 
on a time, Aditi, the mother of the deities, cooked some food 
for her sons. She thought that, eating that food and strength- 
ened by it, the deities would succeed in slaying the Asuras, 
After the food had been cooked, Vudha (the presiding deity 
•of the luminary known by that name), having completed the 
.observance of an austere vow, presented himself before Aditi 
and said unto her, — Give me aims ! — Aditi, though thus soli- 
cited for good, gave him none, thinking that no one should 


* The river Ganga has three currents. One flows through heaven ; 
one is visible on the Earth, and a third flows through the nether 
regions. Persons of the regenerate classes, when saying their morning, 
midday, or evening prayers, have to touch water often. What is 
meant, therefore, by ‘Bharadwaja touching the water 3 is that Bhara- 
dwa]a was saying his prayers. Vishnu assumed his three footed form 
for beguiling Vali of the sovereignty of the universe. With one foot 
he covered the Earth, with another he covered the firmanieht* Thert 
•was no space left for placing his third foot upon.— T. 

t The ‘Sreevatsa 3 is a beautiful whirl on Vishnu’s bosom.— T. 
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eat of the food she had cooked before her sons, the deities, 
had first taken it. Incensed at the conduct of Aditi who thus 
refilled to give him alms, Vudha, who was Brahma’s self 
through the austere vow he had completed, cursed her, sav- 
ing that as Aditi had refused him alms she would have a pain 
in her womb when Vivaswat, in his second birth in the womb 
ot Aditi, would be born in the form of an egg. Aditi remind- 
ed Vivaswat at that time of the curse of Vudha, and it is 
for that reason that Vivaswat, the deity who is adored in 
Oraddhas, coming out of the womb of Aditi, came to be called 
by the name of Martanda . 58 The Prajapati Daksha became 
the lather of sixty daughters. Amongst them, three and ten 
were bestowed by him upon Ka ? yapa; ten upon Dharma; ten 
■upon Manu ; and seven and twenty upon Shoma. Although 
all the seven and twenty that were called Nakshatras and 
bestowed upon Shoma were equal in respect of beauty 
and accomplishments, yet Shoma became more attached to 
one, viz., Rohini, than the rest. The rest of his spouses, 
filled with jealousy, leaving him, repaired to their sire and 
informed him of this conduct of their husband, saying,— O 
holy one, although all of us are equal in point of beauty, 

yet our husband Shoma is exclusively attached to our sister 
Rohitti ! Incensed at this representation of his daughters, 
the celestial Rishi Daksha cursed Shoma, saying, that 
thenceforth the disease phthisis should assail his son-in-law 
and dwell in him. Through this curse of Daksha, phthisis 
assailed the puissant Shoma and entered into his body. 
Assailed by phthisis in this way, Shoma dame to Daksha. 
The latter addressed him, saying,— I have cursed thee be- 
cause of thy unequal behaviour towards thy wives. The Rishi 
tuen said unto Shoma, -Thou art being reduced by the 
disease phthisis that has assailed thee. There is a sacred 
water called Hiranyasarah in the Western ocean. Repairing 
to that sacred water, do thou bathe there !— Counselled bv 
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fore was it from that day called by the name of Tmlhmm 
Inconsequence, however, of the curse denounced upon him 
in days of old by Daksha, Shoma, to this day, begins to 
wane from the night of the full moon till his total disappear- 
ance on the night of the new moon whence he once more 
begins to wax till the night of full moon. The brightness 
also of the lunar disc from that time received a stain, for the 
body of Shoma, since then, has come to present certain dark 
spots. In fact, the splendid disc of the moon has, from that 
day, come to exhibit the mark of a hare. 68 Once on a time, a 
Rishi of the name of Sthula^iras was engaged in practising 
very severe austerities on the northern breasts of the moun- 
tains of Meru. While engaged in those austerities, a pure' 
breeze, charged with all kinds of delicious perfumes, began to 
blow there and fan his body. Scorched as his body was by 
the very severe austerities he was undergoing, and living as 
he did upon air alone to the exclusion of every kind of food, 
he became highly gratified in consequence of that delicious 
breeze which blew around him. While he was thus gratified 
with the delicious breeze that fanned him, the trees around 
him, (moved by jealousy), put forth their flowers for making 
a display and extorting his praise. Displeased at this con- 
duct of the trees because it was dictated by jealousy, the 
Rishi cursed them, saying, — Henceforth, ye shall not be able 
to put forth your flowers at all times ! 60 — In days of yore, for 
doing good to the world, N fir ay an a took birth as the great 
Rishi Vadavamukha. While engaged in practising severe 
austerities on the breast of Meru, he summoned the Ocean to 
his presence. The Ocean, however, disobeyed his summons. 
Incensed at this, the Rishi, with the heat of his body, solidified 
the waters of the Ocean and caused them to become as saltish 
in taste as the human sweat. The Rishi further said, — Thy 
waters shall henceforth cease to be drinkable. Only when 
the Equine-head, roving within thee, will drink thy waters, 
they will be as sweet as honey 1 — It is for this curse that the 
waters of the Ocean to this day are saltish to the taste and 
are drunk by no one else than the Equine-head.* 6 * The^ 
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daughter, named Um a, of the Himavat mountains, was de- 
sired by Rudra in marriage. (After Himavat had promised 
the hand of Uma to Mahadeva, the great Rishi Bhrigu, 
approaching Himavat, addressed him, saying,— Give this 
daughter of thine unto me in marriage ! — Himavat replied 
unto him, saying,— Rudra is the bridegroom already select- 
ed by me for my daughter !■ — Angry at this reply, Bhrigu 
said, — Since thou refusest my suit for the hand of thy 
daughter and insultest me thus, thou shalt no longer abound 
with jewels and gems ! — To this day, in consequence of the 
Rishi’s words, the mountains of Himavat have not any jewels 
and gems. Even such is the glory of the Brahmanas. 02 It is 
through the favor of the Brahmanas that the Kshatriyas are 
able to possess the eternal and undeteriorating Earth as their 
wife and enjoy her. The power of the Brahmanas, again, 
is made up of Agni and Shoma. The universe is upheld 
by that power and, therefore, is upheld by Agni and Shoma 
united together. 03 It is said that Surya and Chandramas 
are the eyes of Narayana, The rays of Surya constitute my 
eyes. Each of them, viz., the Sun and the Moon, invigorate 
and warm the universe respectively. 64 And because of the 
Sun and the Moon thus warming and invigorating the uni- 
verse, they have come to be regarded as the Earsha ( joy ) 
of the universe. It is in consequence of these acts of Agni 
and Shoma that uphold the universe that I have come to be 
called by the name of Hrishikega, 0 son of Pandu ! Indeed, 
I am the boon-giving Icana the Creator of the universe.* 65 


vast proportions which roves through the seas. Blazing fires constantly 
ksue from its mouth and these drink up the sea-water. It always 
makes a roaring noise. It is called Vadava-mukba. The fire issuing 
ivom it is called Vadavanala. The waters of the Ocean are like clarified 
butter. The Equine-head drinks them up as the sacrificial fire drinks 
the libations of clarified 'butter poured upon it. The origin of the 
Yadava fire is sometimes ascribed to the wrath of (Jrva, a Bishi of the 
»aee of Jamadagni. Hence it is sometimes called Aurvya-fire.— T. 

* The etymology of the word ‘Hrishike^a* is thus explained^ Agni 
Shoma are called by the name of ‘limbi* in the dual number. He 
fe mailed ‘Hrkhike^a 1 who has those two for his ke$a or hair. Else- 
the word is explained as the ‘1$*’ or lord of ‘Hmhika’.—I . 
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Through virtue of the Mantras with which libations of clari- 
fied butter are poured on the sacred fire, I take and appro- 
priate the (principal) share of the offerings made in sacrifices,. 
My complexion also is* of that foremost of gems called Harit, 
It is for these reasons that I am called by the name of Hark 66 
I am the substantial abode of all creatures and am regarded 
by persons conversant with the scriptures to be identical 
with Truth or Nectar. I am, for this reason, called by learn- 
ed Brahmanas by the name of Ritadhama (abode of Truth or* 
Nectar ). 67 When in days of yore the Earth became submerg- 
ed in the waters and lost to the view, I found her out and 
raised her from the depths of the Ocean. For this reason 
the deities adored me by the name of Govinda , 68 Cipivishta 
is a name. The word Cipi indicates a person that has 
no hair on his body. He who pervades all things in the* 
form of Gipi is known by the name of pipiviskta , 69 The 
Rishi Ya-shka, with tranquil soul, in many a sacrifice in- 
voked me by the name Cipivishta. It is for this reason 
that I came to bear this secret name . 70 Yashka of great 
intelligence, having adored me by the name of Cipivishta, 
succeeded in restoring the Niruktas which had disappeared 
from the surface of the Earth and sunk into the nether re- 
gions . 71 I was never born. I never take birth. Nor shall -I 


ever be born. I am the Kshetrajna of all creatures. Hence 
am I called by the name of Aja (unborn ).* 72 I have never 
uttered anything base or anything that is obscene. The divine; 
Saraswati who is Truth's self, who is the daughter of Brah- 
man and is otherwise called by the name of Rita, represents; 
my speech and always dwells in my tongue . 73 The existent 
and the non-existent have been merged by me m my Soul. 
The Rishis dwelling, in Pushkara which is regarded as the 
abode of Brahman called me by the name of Truth . 74 I have 
never swerved from the attribute of Sattwa, and know that 
the attribute of Sattwa has flowed from me. In this birth also 
of mine, O Dhananjaya, my ancient attribute of Sattwa has 
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^ I am the Soul of all creatures, and, therefore, unborn, the Soul 
being Eternal, Unbeginning and Unending, Hence am I called the 


Unending, Hence a: 
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jjot left me so that In even this life, establishing myself on 
gattwa, I set myself to acts without ever wishing for their 
fruits. Cleansed of all sins as I am through the attribute of 
Sattwa which is my nature, I can be beheld by the aid of 
that knowledge only which arises from adoption of the attri- 
bute of Sattwa, I am reckoned also among those that are 
wedded to that attribute. For these reasons am I known by 
the name of Sattwata.* 76 ~* I till the Earth, assuming the 
form of a large plough-share of black iron. And because my 
complexion is black, therefore am I called by the name of 
Krishna . 77 I have united the Earth with Water, Space with 
Mind, and Wind with Light. Therefore am I called Vai- 
laintha.*j * 78 The cessation of separate conscious existence by 
identification with Supreme Brahma is the highest attribute 
or condition for a living agent to attain. And since I have 
never swerved from that attribute or condition, I am, there** 
fore, called by the name of Achyuta.t 79 The Earth and the 
Firmament are known to extend in all directions. And 
because I uphold them both, therefore am I called by the 
name of Adhokshaja . 89 Persons conversant with the Vedas 
and employed in interpreting the words used in those scrip- 
tures adore me in sacrifices by calling upon me by the same 
name . 81 In days of yore, the great Rishis, while, engaged In 


* The race in which Krishna took birth was known by the name 
of Sattwata. All these etymologies are, of course, exceedingly fanci- 
ful. Not that the etymologies do not correspond with the rules of 
Sanskrit Grammar, but then they are not accepted by lexicographers. 
The fact is that each root in Sanskrit has a variety of meanings. —T* 
t This Verse refers to ‘Panchikarana’. The fact is, Earth, Water, 
Light, Wind, and Space are the five primal elements. Each of these 
is divided into five portions and the portions so arrived at are then 
united or mingled together for forming the different substances of 
the universe, the proportions in which they are mingled being un- 
equal.— T. 

t ‘Achyuta’ has been variously rendered into English. Its true 
tense is here explained. ‘Unswerving’ is the meaning. He who never 
twerves (frprn his highest nature or Brahma) is Achyuta. Hence, 
^dinarily, immutable or undeterior&ting is the rendering that T h&Y# 


ordinarily, immutable or undeteriorating is the rendering that X have 
adopted, 
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practising severe austmties, said,- — Ko one else in the uni- 
verse, than the puissant Narayana, is capable of being called 
by the name of Adhokshaja. 82 Clarified butter which sus- 
tains the lives of all creatures in the universe constitutes 
my effulgence. It is for this reason that Brahmanas conver- 
sant with the Vedas and possessed of concentrated souls call 
me by the name of Ghrifcarchis.* 82 There are three well* 
known constituent elements of the body. They have their 
origin in action, and are called Bile, Phlegm, and Wind* 
The body is called a union of these three. All living crea- 
tures are upheld by these three, and when these three be- 
come weakened, living creatures also become weakened. It 
is for this reason that all persons conversant with the scrip; 
tures bearing on the science of Life call me by the name of 
Tridhatu.*f S4 “ d0 The holy Dharma is known among all crea- 
tures by the name of Vrisha, 0 Bharata ! Hence it is that 
I am called the excellent Vrisha in the Vedic lexicon called 
Nighantuka, 88 The word ‘Kapi’ signifies the foremost of boars, 
and Dharma is otherwise known by the name of Vrisha, It 
is for this reason that that lord of all creatures, viz Ka§yap», 
the common sire of the deities and the Asuras, called me by 
the name Vrishakapi. 87 The deities and the Asuras have 
never been able to ascertain my beginning, my middle, or my 
end. It is for this reason that I am sung as Anadi, Amadhya, 
Ananta, I am the Supreme Lord, endued with puissance, 
and I am the eternal witness of the universe (beholding as I 
do its successive creations and destructions). 88 I always hear, 
words that are pure and holy, 0 Dhananjaya, and never 
catch anything that is sinful. Hence am I called by the 
name of Guchi<jravas. 8 ® Assuming, in days of old, the form. 

* Clarified butter is the great sustalner of the universe, for 
libations poured on the sacrificial fire uphold the deities, and th% 
deities, thus upheld, pour rain which causes crops and other food to 
grow, upon which, of course, the universe of living creatures lives.' T*, 

t The constituent elements, called ‘Dhafcu 5 , of the body, are, o| 
course. Bile. Phlegm, and Wind, They are due to acts because birth 
itself is due to acts. There can be no birth without a body and no 
body without these three. Hence, these three have their origin in 
. previous pets unexhausted by enjoyment §5 



of a boar with a single tusk, 0 enhancer of the joys of others, 

I raised the submerged Earth from the bottom of the ocean. 
From this reason am I called by the name of Eka§ringa. 150 
While I assumed the form of a mighty boar for this purpose, 1 
had three humps on my back. Indeed, in consequence of this 
peculiarity of my form at that time that I have come to b 6 
called by the name of Trikakud (three-humped). 91 Those who 
are conversant with the science propounded by Kapila call 
the Supreme Soul by the name of Virincha. That Yirincha is 
otherwise called the great Prajapati (or Brahman). Verily, 
I am identical with Him called Virincha in consequence of 
my imparting animation to all living creatures, for I am the 
Creator of the universe. 92 The preceptors of Sankhya philoso- 
phy, possessed of certainty of conclusions (regarding all 
topics), call me the eternal Kapila staying in the midst of the 
solar disc with but Knowledge for my companion,* 95 On 
Earth I am known to be identical with Him who has been 
sung in the Vedic verses as the effulgent Hiranyagarbha and 
who is always worshipped by Yogins. 94 I am regarded as the 
embodied form of the Rich Veda consisting of one and twenty 
thousand verses. Persons conversant with the Vedas also 
call me the embodiment of the Samans of a thousand branch- 
Even thus do learned Brahmanas that are my devoted 
worshippers and that are few in number sing me in the 
iranyakas.f 95 In the Adhyaryus I am sung as the Yajur- 
Veda of six and fifty and eight and seven and thirty branch- 
Learned Brahmanas conversant with the Atharvans 
regard me as identical with the Atharvans consisting of five 
Kalpas and all the Krityas.l 97 All the subdivisions that 

* N&rayana is said to always dwell in the midst of c Savitri-man~ 
dala’, The solar disc represents eternal effulgence, or Milton’s Naming 
mount’ at which even the highest angels cannot gaze. — T. 

t ‘Durlabhith, may also mean ‘not easily attainable’ i i, e., they that 
are my devoted worshippers are as unattainable as I myself. People 
cannot readily obtain their grace as they cannot mine. — T. 

X The Yajur-Veda consists, according to this calculation, of one 
hundred and one branches. — T. 

$ The ‘Krityas’ are acts of incantation, performed with the aid of 
‘ thamn Mantras. Thev are of great efficacy * Brahmanas conversant 
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exist of the different Vedas in respect of branches, and all 
the verses that compose those branches, and all the vowels 
that occur in those verses, and all the rules in respect of 
pronunciation, know, O Dhananjaya, are my work l 98 O 
Partha, He that rises (at the beginning of Creation from the 
ocean of milk at the earnest invocation of Brahman and all 
the deities) and who gives diverse boons unto the diverse 
deities, is none else than myself I am He who is the reposi- 
tary of the science of syllables and pronunciation that is 
treated of in the supplemental portions of the Vedas. 5 ’ 9 Fol- 
lowing the path pointed out by Vamadeva, the high-souled 
Rishi Panch&ia, through my grace, obtained from that eternal 
Being the rules in respect of the division of syllables and 
words (for reading the Vedas). Indeed, Galava, born in the 
Vabhravya race, having attained to high ascetic success and 
obtained a boon from Narayana, compiled the rules in respect 
of the division of syllables and words and those about em- 
phasis and accent in utterance, and shone as the first scholar 
who became conversant with those two subjects. Kundarika 
and king Brahmadatta of great energy, * l0lrt - 01 repeatedly 
thinking of the sorrow that attends birth and death, attained 
to that prosperity which is acquired by persons devoted to 
Yoga, in course of seven births, in consequence of my 
favour. 102 In days of yore, 0 Partha, I was, for some reason, 
born as the son of Dharma, 0 chief of Kuril's race, and in 
consequence of such birth of mine I was celebrated under 
the name of Dharmaja. ios I took birth in two forms, viz., 
as Nara and Narayana. Riding on the vehicle that helps to- 
wards the performance of scriptural and other duties, I prac- 
tised, in those two forms, undying austerities on the breast 


with the Atharvans are competent, wish the aid of ‘Krityas* to alter the 
laws of Nature and confound the very universe.—' T. 

* ‘The path pointed out by Varna 5 is the path of Dhyana or con* 
temptation* ‘Vama 3 is Mahadeva or Budra. ‘PSnehAla* is Galava of 
the ‘Vabhravya race 3 . The Btirdwan translator makes a mess of these 
Verses. He represents Galava as belonging to the Kundarika race* 
The fact is, as the Commentator explains, that ‘Kundarika 3 is a name 
derived from that of the Gqtra or race to which the person belonged. 
PSneh&ta is the same person as Qatava of the Vabhravya rase,-— T, 
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of Gandhamadana.* 1 ** At that time the great sacrifice of 
Daksha took place. Daksha, however, in that sacrifice of 
his, refused to give a share unto Rudra, O Bharata, of the 
sacrificial offerings . 1 " 5 Urged by the sage Dadhichi, Rudra 
destroyed that sacrifice. He hurled a dart whose flames blaz- 
ed up every moment . 100 That dart, having consumed all the 
preparations of Daksha’s sacrifice, came with great force to- 
wards us (Nara and Narayana) at the retreat of Vadari . 101 
With great violence that dart then fell upon the chest of 
Narayana. Assailed by the energy of that dart, the hair on 
the head of Narayana became green. In fact, in consequence 
of this change in the hue of my hair I came to be called by 
the name of Hunjake^a.t 08 Driven off by an exclamation 
of Him which Narayana uttered, the dart, its energy being 
lost, returned to Cankara’s hands . 108 At this, Rudra became 
highly angry and as the result thereof be rushed towards 
the Rishis Nara and Narayana endued with the puissance 
of severe austerities . 110 Narayana then seized the rushing 
Rudra with his hand by the throat. Seized by Narayana, 
the b-rd of the universe, Rudra’s throat changed color and 
became dark. From that time Rudra came to be called by 
the name of Citikantha . 111 Meanwhile Nara, for the purpose 
of destroying Rudra, took up a blade of grass and inspired 
it with Mantras. The blade of grass, thus inspired, was 
converted into a mighty battle-axe . 112 Nara suddenly hurled 
that battle-axe at Rudra but it broke into pieces. In conse- 
quence of that weapon thus breaking into pieces, I came to 
be called by the name of Khandapara$u.i’ lls 

“Arjuna said,— ‘In that battle capable of bringing about 


* Elsewhere it is said that Narayana took birth in Dharma’s house 
in four forms named Nara, Narayana, Krishna, and Hari. “Dharma- 
yanam samarudau’ means “riding on the Dharma-car’, i. e., endued 
with bodies with which to perform all the scriptural duties. — -T. 

t ‘Munja’ literally means green, or a grass of a particular kind. — T. 

. * | Nara and Narayana were the same person. Hence, Nara’s 
weapon having broken into pieces, Narayana came to be called by this 
fcame. Elsewhere it is explained that MahSdeva is called ‘Khanda- 
n eonsequenoe of his having parted with his ‘paraju’ unto 
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the destruction of the three worlds, who obtained the victory, 
O J anarddana, do thou tell me this ! >ui 

“The blessed and holy one said, — ‘When Rudra and Nara- 
yana became thus engaged in battle, all the universe became 
suddenly filled with anxiety. 116 The deity of fire ceased to 
accept libations of even the purest clarified butter duly 
poured in sacrifices with the aid of Vedic Mantras. The Vedas 
no longer shone by inward light in the minds of the Rishis of 
cleansed souls. 116 The attributes of Rajas and Tamas possessed 
the deities. The Earth trembled. The vault of the firmament 
seemed to divide in twain. 117 All the luminaries became 
deprived of their splendour. The Creator, Brahman, himself 
fell from his seat. The Ocean itself became dry. The moun- 
tains of Himavat became riven. 118 When such dire omens 
appeared everywhere, 0 son of Pandu, Brahman, surrounded 
by all the deities and the high-souled Rishis, 116 soon arrived 
at that spot where the battle was raging. The four-faced 
Brahman, capable of being understood with the aid of only 
the Niruktas, joined his hands and addressing Rudra. 
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and set himself to gratify the illustrious and puissant Kara* 
yana. Indeed, he soon placed himself at the disposal of the 
■ adorable, boon-giving, and puissant Narayana. 1 - 7 That boon- 
giving deity, who hath his wrath and the senses under 
•control, became soon gratified and reconciled with Rudra. 328 
Well* adored by the Rishis, by Brahman, and by all the deities,, 
the great God, the Lord of the universe, otherwise called by 
'the name of Hari, then addressed the illustrious Xgana and 
said these words : 129 — He that knows thee knows me. He 
that follows thee follows me ! There is no difference between 
thee and me. Do thou never think otherwise ! iS0 The mark 
made by thy lance on my chest will from this day assume the 
form of a beautiful whirl, and the mark of my hand on thy 
throat will also assume a beautiful shape in consequence of 
which thou shalt, from this day, be called by the name of 
Creekantha l 181 

“The blessed and holy one* continued,— ‘Having mutually 
•caused such marks on each other’s person, the two Rishis 
.Nara and Narayana thus made friends with Rudra, 122 and 
■dismissing the deities, once more set themselves to the 
practice of penances with a tranquil souls. I have thus told 
'thee, 0 son of Pritha, how in that battle which took place in 
■days of yore between Rudra and Narayana, the latter got 
the victory. 138 I have also told thee the many secret names 
by which Narayana is called, and what the significations, O 
Bharata, are of those names, which, as I have told thee, the 
Rishis have bestowed upon the great God. 134 In this way, 
O son of Kunti, assuming diverse forms do I rove at will 
through the Earth, the region of Brahman himself, and that 
other high and eternal region of felicity called Goloka. 186 
Protected by me in the great battle, thou hast won a 
great victory. 136 That Being whom, at the time of all thy 
battles, thou beheldst stalking in thy van, know, 0 son of 
Kunti, is no other than Rudra, that god of gods, otherwise 
ealled by the name of Kaparddin. 137 He is otherwise known 
by the name of Kalaf and should be known as one that has 

/• -«*> lie that was -speaking to Arjima. — T. 
t "E&k U literally Time or Eternity. It frequently means, how- 

: 1 ' 
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sprung from my wrath. Those foes whom thou hast slain war* 
all, in the first instance, slain by him.* 138 Do thou bend 
thy head unto that god of gods, that lord of Uccia, endued 
with immeasurable puissance. With concentrated soul, do 
thou bead thy head unto that illustrious Lord of the universe, 
that indestructible deity, otherwise called by the' name of 
Hari l m He is none else than that deity who, I have repeat- 
edly said unto thee, has sprung from my wrath. Thou hast 
before this, heard, O Dhananjaya, of the puissance and energy 
that reside in him !’ ,:uo 


Section CCCXLIV. 

Caunaka said,— 0 Sauti, excellent is this narrative which- 
thou hast recited. Verily, these ascetics, having heard it,, 
have all been filled with wonder I 1 It is said, 0 Sauti, that 
a discourse that has Narayana for its topic is more fruitful 
of. merit than sojourns unto all the sacred retreats and 
ablutions performed in all the sacred waters on the Earth. 2 
Having listened to this discourse of thine that has Narayana 
for its topic, that is sacred and capable of cleansing one of 
every sin, all of us have certainly become holy. 2 Adored of 
all the worlds, that illustrious and foremost of deities is 
incapable of being beheld by the deities with Brahman 
numbering among them and all the Rishis. 4 That Narada 
was able to obtain a sight of Narayana, otherwise called 
Hari, was due, O son of Suta, to the especial grace of that 
divine and puissant Lord ! & When, however, the celestial 
Rishi Narada had succeeded in obtaining a sight of the 
Supreme Lord of the universe as displayed or residing in the 
form of Aniruddha, why did he again proceed so quickly (to 
the retreat of Vadari on the breast of Himavat) for behold^ 
ing those two foremost of deities, viz., Nara and Narayana? 
Do you, 0 Sauti, tell us the reason of such conduct on the 
part of Narada I® ■■ -S-Q i 

ever, death or destruction, or he that brings about death or destruc- 
tion.— T. 

* The sense is that Arjuna was only the ostensible instrument,— T. 
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gauti said, — Daring the continuance of his (snake-) Sacri- 
fice, Janamejaya, the royal son of Parikshifc, availing him- 
self of an interval in the sacrificial rites, and when all the 
learned Brahmanas were resting, 0 Oaunaka, 7 that king 
of kings, addressed the grand-father of his grand-father, viz., 
the Island-born Rishi Krishna, otherwise called Vyasa, that 
ocean of Vedic lore, that foremost of ascetics endued with 
puissance, and said these words. 8 

Janamejaya said, — “After the celestial Rishi Narada had 
returned from White-Island, reflecting, as he came, on the 
words spoken to him by the holy Narayana, what, indeed, 
did that great ascetic next do ? 9 Arrived at the retreat 
known by the name of Vadari on the breast of the Himavat 
mountains, and seeing the two Rishis Nara and Narayana 
who were engaged in severe austerities at that spot, how 
long did Narada dwell there and what were the topics of 
conversation between him and the two Rishis ? l ° This dis- 
course on Narayana, that is really an ocean of knowledge, 
has been raised by thy intelligent self by churning that vast 
history called Bharata which consists of a hundred thousand 
Verses ! a As butter is raised from curds, sandal- wood from 
the mountains of Malaya, the Aranyakas from the Vedas, and 
Amrita from all the medicinal herbs, 12 after the same manner, 
O ocean of austerities, hath this discourse that is like Amrita 
and that has Narayana for it§ object, been raised by thee, O 
Brahmana, from diverse histories and Puranas existing in 
the world k 3 Narayana is the Supreme Lord, Illustrious 
and endued with great puissance, He is the soul of all 
creatures. Indeed, 0 foremost of regenerate ones, the 
energy of Narayana is irresistible ! u Into. Narayana, at the 
end of the Kalpa, enter all the deities having Brahman for 
their foremost, all the Rishis with the Gandharvas, and all 
things mobile and immobile ! IS I think, therefore, that there 
is nothing holier on earth or in heaven and nothing higher 
than Narayana. A sojourn unto all the sacred retreats on 
Earth, and ablutions performed in all the sacred waters, are 
not. productive of as much merit as a discourse that has Nara- 
yana for its topic, Having listened to this discourse from the 
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beginning,— this discourse on Bari, the lord of the universe, 
that destroys all sins, we feel that we have been cleansed of 
all our sins and sanctified entirely. Nothing wonderful was 
accomplished by my ancestor Dhananjaya whose was the 
victory in the great battle on Kurukshetra, for it should be 
remembered that he had Vasudeva for his ally. I think that 
that person could have nothing unattainable in the three- 
worlds, 11 ^ 8 who had for his ally Vishnu himself, that great 
Lord of the universe ! Exceedingly fortunate and commend- 
able were those ancestors of mine, 20 since they had Janard- 
dana himself for looking after their temporal and spiritual 
prosperity. Adored of all the worlds, the holy Narayana 
is capable of being beheld with the aid of austerities alone. n 
They, however, succeeded in beholding Narayana adorned 
with the beautiful whirl on his chest. More fortunate than 
my ancestors was the celestial Rishi Narada the son of 
Prameshthi. 22 Indeed, I think that Narada, who trandscends 
ail destruction, was endued with an energy that was not 
little, for repairing to White-Island he had succeeded in 
beholding the person of Hari. 2s Indeed, it is evident that 
the sight he had obtained of the Supreme Lord was due to 
only the grace of that Being. Fortunate was Narada inas- 
much as he had succeeded in beholding Narayana as existing 
in the form of Aniruddha. 24 Having beheld Narayana in 
that form, why did Narada hasten once more to the retreat 
of Vadari for the purpose of beholding Nara and Narayana ! 
What was the reason, 0 ascetic, of this step taken by 
Narada ? ir> How long also did Narada the son of Prameshthi, 
after his return from White Island and arrival at Vadari and 
meeting with the two Rishis Nara and Narayana, live there, 
and what conversation had he with them ? What did those 
two high-souled and foremost of Rishis say unto him * It 
behooveth thee to say all this untome !” 1M8 

Vai$ampayana said,* — -“Salutations unto the holy Vyasa 


* The questions of Janamejaya, it would seem, were addressed to 
Vy&sa. All the editions, however, make Vai^ampayana answer those 
questions.— T, 





* It is difficult to say what this word means. Vide note at foot of 
page 745, I think with the Commentator that it means* shoulder* 

joints.— T. 

f The Bengal reading is £ ashta*bhujau J . The Bombay reading 
*ashta-dangshtrau s does not seem to be correct. By accepting ihfr 
Bengal reading, the word ‘rnushka 5 becomes clear. — T. 


of immeasurable energy. Through his grace I shall recite 
this narrative having Haraya&a for its topic. 59 Arrived at 
White Island, Narada beheld the immutable Hari Leaving 
that spot he quickly proceeded, 0 king, to the mountains of 
Meruf 0 bearing in his mind those weighty words that the' 
Supreme Lord had said unto him. Arrived at Mem he 
became filled with wonder at the thought, 0 king, of what 
he had achieved . 31 And he said unto himself,— ‘How wonder- 
ful is it ! The journey I have performed is a long one ! 
Having proceeded to such a distance, I have come back safe 
and sound f From the mountains of Mem he then proceeded 
towards Gandhamadana , 32 Traversing through the skies he 
quickly alighted upon that extensive retreat known by the 
name of Vadari. There he beheld those ancient deities, viz. r 
those two foremost of Risfais, (called Nara and Xarayana), 
engaged in the practice of penances, observing high vows, 
and depending upon their own selves. 33 Both of those ador- 
able persons bore on their chests the beautiful whirls called 
Oreevatsa, and both had matted locks on their heads. And 
in consequence of the effulgence with which they illumined 
the world they seemed to transcend the very Sun in energy/ 4 
The palms of each bore the mark called the swan’s foot. 
The soles of their feet bore the mark of the discus. Their 
chests were very broad ; their arms reached down to their 
knees . 56 Each of them had four AlushkasV* Each of them 
had sixty teeth and four arrns.f The voice of each was as 
deep as the roar of the clouds. Their faces were exceedingly, 
handsome, their foreheads broad, their brows fair, their 
cheeks well-formed, and their noses aquiline.'® The heads 
of those two deities were large and round, resembling open 
umbrellas. Possessed of these marks, they were certainly 
very superior persons in appearance/' 7 Beholding them, 
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Narada became filled with joy. He saluted them with 
reverence and was saluted by them in return. They received 
the celestial Rishi, saying ‘Welcome’, and made the ordinary 
enquiries. Beholding those two foremost of Beings, Narada 
began to reflect within himself/ 8 —' 'These . two futemosfc 1 of 
Rishis that are respected by all creatures seem to be very 
like, in appearance, unto those persons, adored of all beings, 
whom I have seen in White-Island P 39 — Thinking in this 
way, he circumambulated them both and then sat down on 
the excellent seat made of Ku$a grass that had been offered 
unto him , 40 After this, those two Rishis that were the 
abode of penances, of famous achievements, and of energy,, 
—those ascetics that were endued with tranquillity of heart 
and self-restraint,-— went through their morning rites . 41 
They then, without anxious hearts, worshipped Narada with 
water to wash his feet and the usual ingredients of the 
Arghya. Having finished their morning rites and the obser- 
vances necessary for receiving their guest, they sat down on 
two seats made of wooden planks .* 18 When those two Rishis 
took their seats, that place began to shine with peculiar 
beauty even as the sacrificial altar shines with beauty in 
■consequence of the sacred fires when libations of clarified 
butter are poured upon them .' 3 Then Narayana, seeing 
Narada refreshed from fatigue and seated at his ease and 
well-pleased with the rites of hospitality he had received,, 
addressed him, saying these words . 41 

“Mara and Narayana said, — ‘Hast thou seen in White 
Island the Supreme Soul, who is eternal and divine, and who 
is the high source whence we have sprung ? H * 

“Narada said, — ‘I have seen that beautiful Being who is 
immutable and who has the universe for his form ! In Him 


* ‘Avyagran’ means ‘with tranqul souls’. It is said that with most 
young men what occurs is that their hearts at first leave them when 
they see a respected guest arrived who is to b© received with due 
honors. A little while after, they get back their hearts. In the Nara 
and Narayana, however, nothing of this kind happened when they 
saw Narada first, although Narada was one to whom their reverem© 
was due.— T. 
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dwell all the worlds, and all the deities with the Rishis !<* 
Even now; I behold that Being in beholding you two that 
are eternal. Those marks and indications that characterise 
Hari himself of undisplayed form , 47 characterise you two that 
are endued with forms displayed before the senses.* Verily 
I behold both of you by the side of that great God / 8 
Dismissed by the Supreme Soul, I have today come hither . 48 
In energy and fame and beauty, who else in the three worlds 
can equal Him than you two that have been born in the 
race of Dharma ? so He has told me the entire course of 
duties having reference to Kshetrajna. He has also told me 
of all those incarnations which he will, in the future, have 
in this world . 51 The inhabitants, of White Island whom I 
have seen, are all divested of the five senses that are owned 
by ordinary persons. All of them are of awakened souls, 
endued as they are with true knowledge. They are, again, 
entirely devoted to the foremost of Beings, viz., the Supreme 
Lord of the universe. They are always engaged in worshiping 
that great Deity, and the latter always sports with them . 68 
The holy and Supreme Soul is always fond of those that 
are devoted to him. He is fond also of the regenerate ones. 
Always fond of those that are devoted to Him, He sports 
with those worshippers of His. 6 ' Enjoyer of the universe, 
pervading everything, the illustrious Madhava is ever affec- 
tionate towards his worshippers. He is the Actor ; he is the 
Cause ; and He is the Effect. He is endued with omnipotence 
and immeasurable splendour . 64 He is the Cause whence all 
things spring. He is the embodiment of all the scriptural 
ordinances. He is the embodiment of all the topics. He is 
possessed of great fame . 66 Uniting Himself with penances, 
He has illumined Himself with a splendour that is said to 
. represent an energy that is higher than (what occurs in) 
White Island. Of soul cleansed by penances, He has ordained 
Peace and Tranquillity in the three worlds. 6 * With such 
an auspicious understanding, he is engaged in the observance 
of a very superior vow which is the embodiment of holiness. 

’ ' * N ^' a a#a fch * displayed forma of tn« uudisplaytd 
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That realm where lie resides, engaged in the austerest 
penances, the Sun warms not and Shoma does not adorn. 
There the wind blows not. 57 Having constructed an altar 
measuring eight fingers’ breadth, the illustrious Creator of 
the universe is practising penances there, standing on one 
foot, with arms upraised, and with face directed towards 
the East. 55 Reciting the Vedas with their branches, he is 
engaged in practising the severest austerities. Whatever 
libations of clarified butter or meat are poured on. the 
sacrificial fire according to the ordinances of Brahman, by the 
-Rishis, by Pa^upati himself, by the rest of the principal 
deities, by the Daityas, the Danavas, and the Rakshasas, 
all reach the feet of that great deity. 58 "* 1 Whatever rites 
and religious acts are performed by persons whose souls are 
entirely devoted to him, are all received by that great Deity 
on his head/' 4 No one is dearer to him in the three worlds 
than those persons that are awakened and possessed of high 
.souls, Dearer even than those persons is one that is entirely 
devoted to him. 6 - 3 Dismissed by him who is the Supreme 
Soul, I am coming here. This is what the illustrious and 
.holy Hari has himself said unto me. I shall henceforth 
reside with you two, devoted to N&rayana in the form of 
Aniruddha/ ” c4 
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■“Nara and Narayana said,- — ‘Deserving art thou of the 
highest praise, and highly favored hast thou been, since thou 
hast beheld the puissant Narayana himself (in the form of 
Aniruddha) 1 None else, not even Brahman himself who Has 
sprung from the primal lotus, has been able to behold him. 1 
That foremost of Purushas, endued with puissance and holi- 
ness, is of unmanifest origin and incapable of being seen. 
These words that we say unto thee are very true, 0 Narada !* 
There exists no one in the universe that is dearer to him 
than one that adores him with devotion. It is for this, O 
best of regenerate ones, that he showed himself unto thee !* 

, No one can repair to that realm where the Supreme Soul is 
engaged in the observance of penances, ..except we two, O 
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foremost of regenerate persons. 4 In consequence of that spot 
being adorned by Him, its splendour resembles the effulgence 
of a thousand Suns collected together.* 5 From that illustri- 
ous Being, 0 Brahmana, from Him who is the origin of the 
Creator of the universe, 0 foremost of all persons endued 
with forgiveness, springs the attribute of forgiveness which 
attaches to the Earth.f 1 ‘ It is from that illustrious Being 
whose attributes are for the good of all beings, that Masa 
(Taste) hath arisen. The attribute of Rasa attaches to the 
waters which are, again, liquid. 7 It is from Him that 
-Heat or Light ha3 arisen, having the attribute of Form or 
vision for its soul. It attaches itself to the Sun in conse- 
quence of which the Sun becomes able to shine and give 
heat. 5 It is from that illustrious and foremost of Beings that 
-Touch also has arisen. It is attached to the Wind, in conse- 
quence of which the Wind moves about in the world 
producing the sensation of Touch. 5 It is from that puissant 
Lord of the entire universe that Sound has arisen. It 
attaches to Space, which, in consequence thereof, exists 
uncovered and unconfined. 10 It is from that illustrious 
Being that Mind, which pervades all Beings, has arisen, 
Jt attaches to Chandramas, in consequence of which Chandra- 
inas has come to be invested with the attribute of displaying 
all the things. 11 That spot where the divine Narayana, that 
■ eater ol the libations and other offerings made in sacrifices 
■.resides with Knowledge alone for his companion, has, in the 
Vedas, been called by the name of the productive cause of all 
+is The path that is theirs, 0 foremost 


things known as Sat, + 


* Cl. Milton’s description of the mount of God. The highest 
angels are not competent to bear its effulgence, being obliged to cover 
their eyes with their wings in looking at it. — T. 

t ‘Prithivi’ or Earth is said ta be ‘sarvamsaha.’ ‘As forgiving as 

•the Earth’ is a common form of expression in almost every Indian 
•dialect.— T. _ J 

- f J By ‘Sat’ is meant all existent things. The correlative word is 
ASat or non-existent. Hence, aught and naught are the nearest 
^approaches to these words. There are many secondary significations, 
np^wever, of these two words. ‘Sat,’ for example, indicates effects or 
a&l %jat’ indteatej mavises, &c. — T, 
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pi regenerate persons, that are stainless and" that are freed 
from both virtue and sin, is fraught with auspiciousness and- 
felicity, 13 Surya, who is the dispeller of the darkness of all 
the worlds, Is said to be the door (through which the Eman- 
cipate must pass). Entering Surya, the bodies of such per- 
sons become' consumed by his fire. They- then become invisible 
for after that, they cannot he seen by anybody at any time. 14 
Reduced into invisible atoms, they then' enter into Narayana 
(who resides in the centre of Suryya). Passing out from him 
also, they enter into the form of Aniruddha. 16 Losing all phy- 
sical attributes altogether and transformed into Mind alone, 
fhey then enter into Pradyumna. Passing out of Pradyumna, 
those foremost of regenerate persons, including both those 
that are conversant with Sankhya philosophy and those 
that are devoted to the Supreme deity, then enter Sankarsha- 
na who is otherwise called Jiva. After this, divested of the 
three primal attributes of Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas, those 
foremost of regenerate beings quickly enter the Supreme 
Soul otherwise called' Kshetrajna and which itself transcends 
the three primal attributes. Enow that Vasudeva is He 
called Kshetrajna. Verily shouldst thou know that that 
Vasudeva is the abode or original refuge of all things in the 
universe. 1 ™ Only they whose minds are concentrated, who 
are observant of all kinds of restraint, whose senses are 
controlled, and who are devoted with their whole souls, 
succeed in entering Vasudeva. 19 We two, 0 foremost of 
regenerate ones, have taken birth in tbe house of D harm a* 
Residing in this delightful and spacious retreat, we are 
undergoing the austerest penances. 20 We are thus employed,. 
0 regenerate one, moved by the desire of benefiting those 
manifestations of the Supreme Deity, dear to all the celestials,, 
that will occur in the three worlds (for achieving diverse feats; 
that are incapable of being achieved by any other Being). 21 
In .accordance, one after another, with such ordinances as 
are uncommon and as apply to us two only, 0 best of 
regenerate persons, we are duly observing all excellent and 
high vows fraught with the austerest penances. 22 Thou, Q 
celestial Rishi endued with wealth of penances, weri b&hoid 





by us in White Island when thou werfc there, 
with Narayana, thou hast formed a particuh 
In the three worlds consisting of mobile and in 
there is nothing that is unknown to us. 0 
that will occur or has occurred or is occ 
gods, 0 great ascetic, has informed thee 
Vai$ampayana continued,- 
Nara and Narayana both of whom 
practice of the austerest 
joined his hands in 
to Narayana. 26 He employed his time 
with due observances, innumerable 
approved by Narayana. Worship 
Narayana, and adoring those two 
had taken birth in the ho 
Narada, endued with great 
employed, in that retreat, called Vadar 
Himavat, belong: 
years as 


'Having heard these words of 
were engaged in the 
penances,, the celestial Rishi Narada 
reverence and became entirely devoted 
in mentally reciting, 
sacred Mantras that are 
ping the Supreme Deity 
ancient Rishis also that 
use of Dharma, the illustrious Rishi 
energy, continued to reside, thus 
- . — ri, on the breast of 
;ing to Nara and Narayana, for a thousand 
measured by the standard of the celestials. 


Section CCCXLVI. 

Vai 9 ampayana said, -“On one occasion, while residing i H 

the retreat of Nara and Narayana, Narada the son of Pra- 
meshthi, having duly accomplished the rites and observances 
in honor of the deities, set himself to perform thereafter the 
rites m honor of thePitris. 1 Beholding him thus prepared* 
the eldest son of Dharma, viz., the puissant Narayana* 
addressed him, saying.-- Whom art thou worshipping, © 
foremost of regenerate persons, by these rites and observances 
in connection with the deities a-nd the Pitris ? 0 foremost 
of all persons endued with intelligence, tell me this, a^ree* 
ably to the scriptures. What is this that thou art doina? 
What also are the fruits desired by thee of those rites thou 
bast addrest thyself In performing ? ,2 ~ 3 

sa ^> ‘Thou saidst unto me on a former occasion 

that rites and observances in honor of the deities should be 

W 0fl1 ^ ls ^ 8 ^' ^bou saidst that the rites in honor of its 
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deities constitute the highest sacrifice and are equivalent to 
the worship of the eternal and Supreme Soul 4 Instructed 
by that teaching, I always, sacrifice in honor of the eternal 
and immutable Vishnu through these rites that I perform in 
worshipping the deities. It is from that Supreme Deity that 
Brahman, the Graudsire of all the worlds, took his rise in days 
of yore. 5 That Brahman, otherwise called Prameshthi, filled 
with cheerfulness, caused my sire (Daksha) to start into 
being. I was the son of Brahman, created before all others, 
by a fiat of his will (although I had to take birth afterwards 
as the son of Daksha through a curse of that Rishi}.® 0 
righteous and illustrious one, I am performing these rites in 
honor of the Pitris for the sake of Narayana and agreeably 
to those ordinances that have been laid down by himself. 
The illustrious Narayana is the father, mother, and grand- 
father (of all creatures). 7 In all sacrifices performed in honor 
of the Pitris, it is that Lord of the universe who is adored 
and worshipped. On one occasion, the deities, who were sires, 
taught their children the Crutis, 3 Having lost their know- 
ledge of the Gratis, the sires had to acquire it again from 
those sons unto whom they had communicated it. In conse- 
quence of this incident, the sons, who had thus to communi- 
cate the Mantras unto their sires, acquired the status of 
sires (and the sire, for having obtained the Mantras from 
their sons, acquired the status of sons).* 9 Without doubt, 
what the deities did on that occasion is well known to you 
two. Sons and sires (on that occasion) had thus to worship 
each other. 10 Having first spread some blades of Ku^a grass, 
the deities and the Pitris (who were their children) placed 

* The story is that once on a time the deities, on the eve of going 
out on a campaign against the Asuras, communicated the Vedas unto 
their children, Agnishatta and others. In consequence, however, of 
the length of time for which they were occupied on the field, they 
forgot their Vedas. lieturning to heaven, they had actually to re- 
acquire them from their own children and disciples The Scriptures 
declare that the preceptor is ever the sire, and the disciple is the son. 
Difference of age would not disturb the relationship. A youth of six- 
teen might thus be the father of an octogenarian. With Br&hmanas 5 
reverence is due to knowledge, not age.— T. / 
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fehree Pindas thereon and in this way worshipped each oth 
I wish to know, however, the reason why the Pitris i„ a**' 
of yore acquired the name of Pindas.’ 11 ™ 

“Nara and Narayana said,— ‘The Earth, in days 0 f v 
with her belt of seas, disappeared from the view Govirt 
assuming the form of a gigantic boar, raised her up ( w ithT’ 
imghty tusk) - Having replaced the Earth in her former 
position, that foremost of Purushas, his body smeared “1 
water and mud, set himself to do what was necessary f or tt 
world and its denizens « When the Sun reached the Iridiln 
and the hour therefore, came for saying the morning prav ’ 
the puissant Lord, suddenly shaking off three ball! of m ud 
from his tusk,- placed them upon the Earth, O ^ 
having previously spread thereon certain blades of ^ 
The puissant Fishnu dedicated those balls of mud unto r‘ 
own self, according to the rites laid down in the eter f 
ordinance. 15 Regarding the three balls of mud that th 
puissant Lord had shaken off from his tusks as Pm das 1 
then with sesame seeds of oily kernel that arose f 
the heat of his own body, 15 himself performed the ri teTf 
dedication setting with face turned towards the East. That 
foremost of deities then, impelled by the desire of establish 

^ISS^****- — 

" ‘Vrishakapi said,— I am the Creator of the worlds T am 
resolved to create those that are to be called Pitris. J S ay W 
these words, he began to think of those high ordinances Tf 
should regulate the rites to be gone through in hon or 
the Pitris. 18 While thus engaged, he saw 'that the Z 
balls of mud, shaken off his tusk, had fallen towards Z 
South. He then said unto himself,— These balls shaken ff 
my task. hare falle „ on the Earth towal(Js 

d,rec«,e,, of her surface , Led by this, I declare that til* 
Amid he known henceforth by the name of Kiris', 
these three that are of particular shape, and tt>t J* 

E JTVr be re S atded « Htm in the world' 
P»n thus do I create th, eternal Pit™ P I am the father 

thegraudfather, and the great grandfather, and I should b i 
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•.regarded as residing in these three Pin das l n There is no 
one that is superior to me. Who is there whom I myself 
may worship or adore with rites? Who, again, is my sire 
in the universe ? I myself am my grand-father . 22 I am, 
indeed, the Grandsire and the Sire, I are the one cause (of 
aii the universe) 1 — Having said these words, that Qud of 
gods, viz,, He called Yrishakapi, 2 * offered those Pin das, O 
learned Br&hmana, on the breast of the Yaraha mountains, 
with elaborate rites. By those rites He worshipped His own 
seif, and having finished the worship, disappeared there and 
then. 24 Hence have the Pitris come to be called by the 
name of finda. Even this is the foundation of the designa- 
tion. Agreeably to the words tittered by Vrishakapi on 
that occasion, the Pitris receive the worship offered by all . 26 
They who perform sacrifices in honor of and adore the Pitris, 
-the deities, the precep&or or other reverend senior, guests 
arrived at the house, kine, superior Brahmanas, the goddess 
Earth, and their mothers , 28 in thought, word, and deed, are 
said to adore and sacrifice unto Vishnu himself. Pervading 
the bodies of all existent creatures, the illustrious Lord is 
the Soul of ail things . 27 Unmoved by happiness or misery, 
His attitude towards all is equal. Endued with greatness, 
and of great soul, Narayana has been said to be the soul of 
-all things in the universe .” 28 


Section CCCXLYIL 

Yai<jampayana said,— ‘Having heard these words of Nara 
and Narayana, the Rishi Narada became filled with devo* 
tion towards the Supreme Being. Indeed, with his whole 
soul he devoted himself to Narayana . 1 Having resided for a 
full thousand years in the retreat of Nara and Narayana, 
Laving beheld the immutable Hari, and heard the excellent 
discourse having Narayana for its topic, the celestial Rishi 
repaired to his own retreat on the breast of HimavatJ* 
Those foremost of ascetics, viz.> Nara and Narayana, however* 
continued to reside in their delightful retreat of Vadari, 
engaged in the practice of the severest austerities/ Thou 
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art born in the race of the Pandavas. Thou art of immeasur- 
able energy. 0 perpetuater of the race of the Pandavas, 
having listened to this discourse on Narayana from the 
beginning, thou hast certainly been cleansed of all thy sins 
and thy soul has been sanctified 1* His is neither this world 
nor the world hereafter, 0 best of kings, who hates instead of 
loving and reverencing the immutable Hari ! 6 The ancestors 

of that person who hates Narayana, who is the foremost of 

deities, and is otherwise called Hari, sink into hell for eternity. 8 
0 tiger among men, Vishnu is the soul of all beings. How, 
then, can Vishnu be hated, for in hating him one would 
hate one’s own self. 7 He who is our preceptor, viz., the 
Etshi Vyasa, the son of Gandhavati, has himself recited this 
discourse unto us ou the glory of Narayana, that glory which 
is the highest and which is immutable. I heard it from him 
and have recited it to thee exactly as I heard it, 0 sinless 

0ue ‘ ! ' cu{t » Wlfc k ifcs mysteries and its abstract of 

details, was obtained by Narada, 0 king, from that Lord of 
the universe, viz., Narayana himself. 8 Even such are the 
particulars of this great cult. I have, before this, O foremost 
of kings, explained it to thee in the Hari-Gita, with a brief 
re tore u ce to its ordinances.*- Know that the Island-born 
Krishna, otherwise called Vyasa, is Narayana on Earth. Who 
else than he, O tiger among kings, could compile such a 
treatise as the Mahabharata ? Who else than that puissant 
Rishi could discourse upon the diverse kinds of duties and 
cults for the observance and adoption of men ? u Thou hast 
resolved upon performing a great sacrifice. Let that sacrifice 
of thine proceed as determined by thee! Having listened 
to the diverse kinds of duties and cults, let thy Horse-sacri- 
fice go ou !” A * 

Sauci continued. That best of kings, having heard this 
great discourse, began all those rites that are laid down in 
the ordinance, for the completion of his great sacrificed 
Questioned by thee, 0 Oaunaka, I have duly recited to thee 
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and all these Rishis that are denizens of the Naimisha 
forest, that great discourse having Narayarta for its topic , 14 
Formerly Narada had recited it to my preceptor in the hear- 
ing of many Rishis and the sons of Pandu and in the presence 
of Krishna ami Bhishraa also ,* 15 The Supreme deity Nara- 
yairi is the Lord of all the foremost of Rishis, and of the 
three worlds. He Is the upholder of Earth herself of vast 
proportions. He is the receptacle of the Crufcis and of the 
attribute of humility. He is the great receptacle of all 
those ordinances that should be practised for attaining to 
tranquillity of heart, as also of ail those that go by the 
name of Yama. He is always accompanied by the foremost 
of regenerate persons. Let that great deity be thy refuge ! 1<! 
Hari ever does what is agreeable and beneficial to the 
denizens of heaven. He is always the slayer of such Asuras 
(as become troublesome to the three worlds). He is the 
receptacle of penances. He is possessed of great fame. He 
is the slayer of the Daityas known by t.hs name of Madhu 
and Kaitabha, He is the ordainer of the ends that are 
attained to by persons acquainted with and observant of 
scriptural and other duties. He dispels the fears of all 
persons. He takes the foremost of those offerings that are 
dedicated in sacrifices. He is thy refuge and protection , 17 
He is endued with attributes. He is freed from attributes. 
He is endued with a quadruple form. He shares the merits 
arising from the dedication of tanks and the observance of 
similar religious rites. Un vanquished and possessed of great 
might, it is He that always ordains the end, approachable 
by the Soul alone, of Rishis of righteous deeds . 18 He is the 
witness of the worlds. He is unborn. He is the one ancient 
Parasha. Endued with the complexion of the Sun, He is 
the Supreme Lord, and He is the refuge of all. Do all of 
you bow your heads unto Him since He who sprang from 
the waters {viz., Narayaua himself) bends his head unto 

* It is not clear who is the ‘Guru* referred to in this Verse. The 
Commentator thinks that it is Vrihaspati the preceptor of the celestials* 
The celestial preceptor never came to the P&mlavas. It is probable 
$hat either Vy&saor Vai^amp&vana is meant.— T, 
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Him.* 1 * He is the origin of the universe. He is that Being 
■who is called Amrita. He is minute. He is the refuge upon 
whom all things depend. He is the one Being to whom 
the attribute of immutability attaches. The Sankhvas and 
Yogins, of restrained souls, hold Him who is eternal in their 
understandings. 80 


Section CCCXLVIII. 

Janamejaya said, — “I have heard from thee the glory of 
■the divine and Supreme Soul. I have heard also of the 
birth of the Supreme Deity in the house of Dharma, in the 
form of Nara and Narayana. 1 I have also heard from thee 
the origin of the Binds from the mighty Boar (which form 
the supreme Deity had assumed for raising the submerged 
Earth). I have heard from thee about those deities and 
Rishis that were ordained for the religion of Pravritti and 
■of those that were ordained for the religion of Nivritti. 2 
Thou hast also, 0 regenerate one, discoursed to us on other 
•topics. Thou hast said also unto us of that vast form, with 
the Equine head, 3 of Vishnu, that eater of the libations and 
■other offerings made in sacrifices, — the form, viz., that appear- 
ed in the great ocean on the North-East. That form was 
beheld by the illustrious Brahman otherwise known by the 
name of Parameshthi. 4 What, however, were the exact features, 
and what the energy, the like of which among all great 
objects had never appeared before, of that form which Hari, 
the upholder of the universe, displayed on that occasion ? 5 
What did Brahman do, 0 ascetic, after having seen that 
foremost of deities, him whose like had never been seen before, 
him who was of immeasurable energy, him who had the Equine 
head, and him who was Sacredness itself? 5 0 regenerate 
one, this doubt hath arisen in our mind about this ancient 
subject of knowledge. 0 thou of foremost intelligence, for 
what reason did the supreme Deity assume that form and 

* In these Verses, it is to VSsudevatkat the speaker is referring. 

The ’witness of the worlds’ means that he has witnessed innumerable 
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display himself in h unto Brahman V 1 Thou hast certainly 
sanctified us by discoursing unto us on these diverse sacred 
subjects P 8 

Sauti said,- — I shall recite to thee that ancient history, 
which is perfectly consistent with the Vedas,, and which the 
illustrious Vai^ampayana recited unto the son of Parikshifc 
on the occasion of the great Snake-sacrifice. 9 Having heard 
the account of the mighty form of Vishnu, that was equipfc 
with the horse-head, the royal son of Parikshit too had 
entertained the same doubt and- put- the same questions to- 
V&icjampayana. 10 

Janamejaya said,— “Tell me, O best of men, for what., 
reason did Hari appear in that mighty form equipt with a 
horse-head and which Brahman, the Creator, beheld, on the 
shores of the great northern Ocean on the occasion referred] 
to by yourself ? n 

Vakjampayana said, — “All existent objects, O king, in 
this world, are the result of a combination of the five- 
primal elements, a combination due to the- intelligence of 
the Supreme Lord, 12 The puissant Narayana, endued with 
infinity, is the Supreme Lord and Creator of the universe. 
He is the inner Soul of all things, and the giver of boons. 
Divested of attributes, he is again possessed of them. 13 
Listen now, 0 best of kings,, to me as I narrate to thee how 
the Destruction is brought about of all things. At first, the- 
element of Earth becomes merged in Water and nothing 
then is seen save one vast expanse of Water on all sides. 14 
Water then merges into Light, and Light into Wind. 
Wind then merges into Space, and Space, in its turn," 
merges into Mind. 15 Mind merges into the Manifest (other- 
wise called Consciousness or Ego). The Manifest merges. 


* This speech is really that of Caunaka. Some in corret texts 
represent it as the speech of Janamejaya. The following speech is 
that of Sauti, though the texts alluded to above make it that of 
Vai^ampayana. It is true in this speech the vocative ‘Brahman® 
occurs, but we may easily take it as a slip of the pen. K. P. Singha 
makes the correction. The Burdwan translator, without perceiving the, 
absurdity, adheres to the incorrect text*— T* 
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into the Unmanifest (or Prakrit!). The Unmanifest (or 
Prakriti) merges into Purusha (Jivatman) and Pnmisha merges 
into the Supreme Soul (or Brahma). 1 ' Then Darkness 
spreads over the face of the universe, and nothing can he 
perceived. Prom that primal Darkness arises Brahma (en- 
dued with the principle of Creation). Darkness is primeval 
and fraught with immortality. 1 - Brahma that arises from 
primeval Darkness develops (by its own potency) into the 
idea of the universe, and assumes the form of Purusha. 
Such Purusha is called Aniruddha. • Divested of sex, it is 
called otherwise by the name of Pradhana (Supreme or 
Primary ). 18 That is also known by the name of Manifest, 
or the combination of the triple attribute, O best of kings ! 
He exists with Knowledge alone for his companion. That 
illustrious and puissant Being is otherwise called by the 
name of Vi 9 waksena or Hari . 10 Yielding to Yoga-sleep, he 
lays himself down on the waters. He then thinks of the 
Creation of the Universe of diversified phenomena and 
fraught with immeasurable attributes . 80 While engaged in 
thinking of Creation, he recollects his own high attributes. 
Prom this springs the four-faced Brahman representing the 
Consciousness of Aniruddha . 81 The illustrious Brahman, 
otherwise called Hiranyagarbha, is the Grandsire of all the 
worlds. Endued with eyes like lotus petals, he takes birth 
•within the Lotus that springs from (the navel of) Aniruddha. 8 * 
Seated on that Lotus, the illustrious, puissant, and eternal 
Brahman ^of wonderful aspect saw that the waters were on 
all sides . 28 Adopting the attribute of Sattwa, Brahman, 
otherwise called Parameshthi, then commenced to create the 
"universe. In the primeval Lotus that was endued with the 
effulgence of the Sun, two drops of water had been cast by 
•Narayana, that were fraught with great merit. The illustri- 
ous Narayana, without beginning and without end, and 
transcending destruction, cast his eyes on those two drops 
of water .- 4 ' 20 One of those two drops of water, of verv 
beautiful and bright form, looked like a drop of honey, 
i-rom that drop sprang, at the command of Narayana, a 
AJaiiya-ol the name of Madhu- made up of the attribute c-f 
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Tamas. The other drop of water within the Lotus was very 
hard. From it sprang the Daitya Kaitabha made up of the 
attribute of Rajas. 26 Endued thus with the attributes of 
Taraas and Rajas, the two Daifcyas possessed of might and 
armed with maces, immediately after their birth, began to 
rove within that vast primeval Lotus. 27 They beheld within 
it Brahman of immeasurable effulgence, engaged in creating 
the four Vedas, each endued with the most delightful form, 23 
Those two foremost of Asuras, possessed of bodies, beholding 
the four Vedas, suddenly seized them in the very sight of 
their Creator. 29 The two mighty Danavas, having seized the 
eternal Vedas, quickly dived into the ocean of waters which 
they saw and proceeded to its bottom. 50 Seeing the Vedas 
forcibly taken away from him, Brahman became filled with 
grief. Robbed of the Vedas in this way, Brahman then 
addressed the Supreme Lord in these words. 51 

“Brahman said, — ‘The Vedas are my great eyes’ The 
Vedas are my great strength ! The Vedas are my great 
refuge ! The Vedas are my high Brahma I s2 All the Vedas, 
however, have been forcibly taken away from me by the two' 
Danavas ! Deprived of the Vedas, the worlds I have created 
have become enveloped in darkness 1 3S Without the Vedas 
(beside me), how shall I succeed in causing my excellent 
Creation to start into existence ? Alas, great is the grief 
I suffer in consequence of the loss of the Vedas (through 
such agency) I s4 My heart is very much pained. It has 
become the abode of a great sorrow. Who is there that 
will rescue me from this ocean of grief in which I am sunk 
for the loss I have endured ? Who is there that will bring 
me the Vedas I have lost ? Who is there that will take 
compassion on me? 35 — While Brahman was uttering these 
words, 0 best of kings, the resolution suddenly arose in his 
mind, 0 foremost of intelligent persons, for hymning the. 
praises of Hari in these words. The puissant Brahman then, 
with hands joined in reverence, and seizing the feet of his pro- 
genitor, sang this highest of hymns in honor of Narayana. 36 

“Brahman said, — T bow to thee, 0 heart of Brahman I 
I bow to thee that hast been born before me ! Thou art the;! 
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origin of the universe ! Thou art the foremost of all abodes. 
Thou, 0 puissant one, art the ocean of Yoga with all its 
branches! 37 Thou art the Creator of both what is Manifest 
and what is Unmanifest ! Thou treadest along the path whose 
auspiciousness is of inconceivab.o extent ! Thou art the 
consumer of the universe ! Thou art the inner Soul of all 
creatures ! Thou art without any origin ! ;s Thou art the 
refuge of the universe ! Thou art self-born, for origin thou 
hast none that is not thyself ! As regards myself, I have 
sprung from thy Cheerfulness. From thee have I derived 
my birth. My first birth from thee, which is regarded sacred 
by all regenerate persons, was due to a fiat of thy will. My 
second birth in days of yore was from thy eyes / 8 ' 40 Through 
thy Grace, my third birth was from thy speech. My fourth 
birth, 0 puissant Lord, was from thy ears . 41 My fifth birth, 
excellent in all respects, was from thy nose, U Lord i My sixth 
birth was, through thee, from an egg . 42 This is my seventh 
birth. It has occurred, 0 Lord, within this Lotus. At each 
Creation I take birth from thee as thy son, 0 thou that art 
divested of the three attributes ! 4S Indeed, O lotus-eved one, 

I take birth as thy eldest son, made up of Sattwa the fore- 
most of three attributes. Thou art endued with that nature 
which is Supreme. Thou springest from thyself ! 44 I have 
been created by thee. The Vedas are my eyes. Hence, I 
transcend Time itself. Those Vedas, which constitute my 
eyes, have been taken away from me. I have, therefore, 
become blind ! Do thou awake from this Yoga-sleep ! Give 
me back my eyes ! I am dear to thee and thou art dear to 
me!’ 45 Thus praised by Brahman, the illustrious Purusha, 
with face turned towards every side, then shook off his 
slumber, resolved to recover the Vedas (from the Daityas 
that had forcibly snatched them away). Applying his Yoga- 
puissance, he assumed a second form . 40 His body, equipt 
with an excellent nose, became as bright as the Moon. He 
assumed an equine head of great effulgence, that head which 
was the abode of the Vedas. 17 The firmament, -with all its 
luminaries and constellations, became the crown of his head. 
His locks of hair were long and flowing; and had the 


Ptitm.) CANTI fkfjfkt 

splendour of the rays of the Son. 48 The regions above and 
below became his two ears. The Earth became his forehead. 
The two rivers Ganga and Saraswaii became bis two hips* 
The two oceans became his two eye-brows. 49 The Sun and 
the Moon became his two eves. The twilight became his* 
nose* The syllable Om became his memory and intelligence. 
The lightning became his tongue. 50 The Soma-drinking Pifcm 
became, it is said, his teeth. The two regions of felicityv 
Goloka and Brahmaioka, became his upper and ' lower 
-lips* The terrible night that succeeds universal destruction* 
and that transcends the three attributes, became his neck. 61 
Having assumed this form endued with the equine head 
and having diverse things for its diverse limbs, the Lord of 
the universe disappeared then and there, and proceeded to 
the nether regions. 5 - Having reached those regions, he set 
himself to high Yoga. Adopting a voice regulated by the 
rules of the science called Ciksha, he began to loudly utter 
Vedic Mantras* 53 Hls pronunciation was distinct and rever- 
berated through the air, and was sweet in every respect. 
The sound of his voice filled the nether region from end 
to end* Endued with the properties of all the elements* 
it was productive of great benefits. 64 The two Asuras* 
making an appointment with the Vedas in respect of the 
time when they would come back to take them up again* 
threw them down in the nether region, and ran towards 
the spot whence those sounds appeared to come. 66 Mean- 
while, 0 king, the Supreme Lord with the equine head* 
otherwise called Mari, who was himself in the nether region* 
took up all the Vedas. 50 Returning to where Brahman was 
staying, he gave the Vedas unto him. Having restored the 
Yedas unto Brahman, the Supreme Lord once more returned 
to his own nature. 57 The Supreme Lord also established Ms 
form with the equine head in the Nofch-Eastern region of the 
great ocean. Having (in this way) established him who was 
the abode of the Vedas, he once more became the equine- 
headed form that he was.* 58 The two Danavas Madhu and 

* Ife is difficult to settle the reading of this Terse* The Bengal 
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Asuras and restored the Vedas to Brahman, the Supreme 
Being dispelled the grief of Brahman, 63 Aided then by Hari 
and assisted by the Vedas, Brahman created all the worlds 
with their mobile and immobile creatures* 70 After this, 
Hari, granting unto the Grandsire intelligence of the fore- 
most order relating to the Creation, disappeared there and 
then for going to the place he had come from. 71 It was thus 
that Narayana, having assumed the form equipt with the 
horse* head, slew the two Danavas Madhu and Kaitabha, 
(and disappeared from the sight of Brahman), Once more, 
however, he assumed the same form for the sake of causing 
the religion of PravrifctI to flow in the universe. 72 

“Thus did the blessed Hari assume in days of old that 
grand form having the equine head. This, of all his forms, 
endued with puissance, is celebrated as the most ancient. 72 . 
That person who frequently listens or mentally recites this 
history of the assumption by Narayana of the form equipt with 
the equine head, will never forget his Vedic or other lore, 7 * 
Having adored with the austerest penances the illustrious 
deity with the equine head, the Rishi Panchala (otherwise 
known as Oalava) acquired the science of Krama by proceed- 
ing along the path pointed out by the deity (Rudra).* 75 I 
have thus recited to thee, 0 king, the old story of Haya<jiras, 
consistent with the Vedas, about which thou hadst asked me. 78 
Whatever forms the Supreme Deity desires to assume with a 
view to the ordering of the affairs of the universe, he assumes 
immediately by exercise of his own inherent powers. 77 The 
Supreme Deity, endued with every prosperity, is the receptacle 
of the Vedas, He is the receptacle of Penances also. The 
puissant Hari is Yoga, He is the embodiment of the Sankhya 


* Both the Vernacular translators give ridiculous Versions of this 
Verse, K. P. Singha takes Panchala to be a king and understands 
the Verse to mean that king Panchala got back his kingdom through 
the grace of Narayana. The Burdwan translator errs as usual, by 
taking krama to imply e gati* or end. The fact is, this Verse repeats 
what has been already said in Verses 100 to 102 of Section 343 ante . 
Krama means the science by whose aid the words used in the Vedas 
are separated from each other. — T, 
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of which we hear. re 


philosophy. He is that foremost Brahms 
Truth has Narayana for its refuge. Rits 
its soul. The religion of Nivritti, in 
return, has Narayana for its high 
religion which has Pravritti for "its 
Narayana for its soul. The foremost 
that belong to the element of Earth 
-Narayana for its soul. 80 The 
• are called the Tastes (of the v 
have Narayana for their soul. 

Light is form. Form also has N 
which is the attribute of Wind, 
for its soul. Sound, which is i 
like the others Narayana for its soul. 81 
the attribute of the Unmanifest 
for its soul. Time which 


is no 

.bode.™ The other 
basis, has equally 
of all the attributes 
is scent. Scent has 
3s of W ater, 0 king, 
ands). These Tastes 
’oremost attribute of 
arayana for its soul. 81 Touch, 
is also said to have Narayana 
an attribute of Wind, has 
Mind also, which is 
(Prakriti), has Narayana 
is computed by the motion of the 
celestial luminaries has similarly Narayana for its soul 88 
The presiding deities of Fame, of Beauty, and of Prosperity ‘ 
have the same Supreme Deity for their soul. Both the 
Sankhya philosophy and Yoga have Narayana for their soul ** 
The Supreme Being is the cause of ail this, as Purusha. 
He is, agam, the cause of everything, as Pradhana (or Pra- 
kriti). 85 He is the basis on which all things rest. He is the 
doer or agent, and He is the cause of that variety that is 
witnessed in the universe. He is the diverse kinds of energy 
that act in the universe. Fifthly, h* i* „n _ , ... 
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are performed in honor of the gods or the Pitris, whatever 
gifts are made, whatever penances are performed , 80 have 
Vishnu for their refuge, — Vishnu that is established upon 
his owns supreme ordinances. He is named Vasudeva because 
of bis being the abode of all creatures . 01 He is immutable. 
He is Supreme. He is the foremost of Rishis. He is endued 
with the highest puissance. He is said to transcend the 
three attributes. As Time (which runs smoothly without any 
sign) assumes indications when it manifests itself in the 
form of successive seasons, even so He, though really divested 
of attributes, assumes attributes (for manifesting Himself ). 92 
Even they that are high-souled do not succeed in understand- 
ing his motions. Only those foremost of Rishis that have 
knowledge for their Souls, succeed in beholding in their, 
hearts that Purusha who transcends all attributes.” 9 * 


Section CCCXLIX, 


Janamejaya said, — “The illustrious Hari becomes gracious 
unto them that are devoted to him with their whole souls. 
He accepts also all worship that is offered to Him agreeably 
to the ordinance . 1 Of those persons that have burnt off 
their fuel, and that are divested of both merit and. demerit/ 
thou hast spoken of the Knowledge they attain, as handed 
down from preceptor to preceptor, as the end they win .* 2 
Such persons always attain to that end which is the fourth,. 
vie., the essence of the foremost of Purushas or Vasudeva, f 

through the three others. Those persons, however, that 

are devoted to Harayana with their whole souls at once 
attain to the highest end .* 5 Without doubt, tbe religion of 


* ‘Those who have burnt off their fuel 7 means men that have freed 
themselves from desire. ‘Param-paryyagati 3 means Knowledge asr 
handed down from preceptor to preceptor.—' T* . . , 

f Vasudeva is called the Fourth because below Him is Sankarshana, 
Pradyumna, and Jmiruddha. — T. 

% What is stated in these two Verses is the difference between the 
ends of those that rely on Knowledge, and those that are devoted to 
Marayana with their whole souls, The former attain to Vasucleva* if 
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Devotion seems to be superior (to that of Knowledge) and is 

tTomr /3/\n *» -#• "\T ,'iA - rr*T _ *■ . i. . 
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very dear to Narayana. These, without going through the 


three successive stages (of Aniruddha, Pradyumna, and 
Sankarshana), at once attain to the immutable Hari 4 The 
end that is attained by Brahmanas, who, attending to due 
observances, study the Vedas with the Upanishads according 
to the rules laid down for regulating such study, and by those 
that adopt the religion of Tatis,* is inferior, I think, to that 
attained by persons devoted to Hari with their whole souk 
Who first promulgated this religion of Devotion ? Was it 
some deity or some Rishi that declared it V What are the 
practices of those that are said to be devoted with their 
whole souls? When did those practices begin ? I have 
doubts on these topics. Do thou remove those doubts. Great 
is my curiosity to hear thee explain the several points r*”f 
Vanjampayana said, -“When the diverse divisions of the 
Pandava and the Kuru armies were drawn up in array for 
the battle and when Arjuna became cheerless, the holy one 
himself explained the question of what is the end and what 
is not the end attained by persons of different characters, 
ave efore this recited to thee the words of the holy one. 

diffiV H 1S f° n Prea ^ ed by the h ° lj ° ne on that occasion is 
difficult of comprehension. Men of uncleansed souls cannot 

appiehend it at ally-* Having created this religion in days of 

yore, in the Krita age, in perfect accordance with the 

Samans, it is borne, 0 king, by the Supreme Lord, viz., 


11 1!, Z 7 PaSS SradUalIy tIirou S l1 «» three others 

The latter T ’ *T AnimMh& ’ Wadynmna, and Sankarshana. 
The latter however, at once attain to Vasudeva. It is curious to 

note how the Burdwan translator, with the Commentary before him 

,T.tr K r \ ,b * ‘““ d - 

Lr«ct_T.' “ el " ““S'* 

a •I; T ht e - WOTd tEk f' ntin ’ * s explained by the Commentator to mean 
anishkama worshipper, f. e „ one who adores the Supreme Deitv 
ithout the expectation of any fruit whatever. There can be no error 
• . et ’ ln tendering it as ‘one devoted with his whole soul’. Such 

^notion verily implies ^ishkama^worship,— T, 
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Narayana, himself , 10 This very subject was proposed by the 
highly blessed Partlia to Narada (for the latter’s discourse) 
in the midst of the RIshls and in the presence of Krishna 
and Bhishma , 11 My preceptor, viz*, the Island-born Krishna 
heard what Narada said. Receiving it from the celestial 
Rishls, 0 bfst of kings, my preceptor imparted it to me in 
exactly the same way in which he had obtained it from - the 
celestial RishL I shall now recite it to thee, 0 monarch, 
in the same way as it has been received from Narada* 
Listen, therefore, to me, 13 In that Kalpa when the Creator 
Brahman, 0 king, took his birth in the mind of Narayana 
and issued from the latter’s mouth, Narayana himself 13 per- 
formed, 0 Bharata, his Daiva and Paitra rites in accordance 
with this religion. Those Rishis that subsist upon the 
froth of water then obtained it from Narayana. 14 From 
the froth-eating Rishis, this religion was obtained by those 
Rishis that go by the name of Vaikhanasas. From the 
Vaikhanasas Shoraa got it. Afterwards, it disappeared from 
the universe. 18 After the second birth of Brahman, viz., when 
he sprang from the eyes of Narayana, 0 king, the Grand- 
sire (that is, Brahman) then received this religion from 
Shoma, 10 Having received it thus, Brahman imparted this 
religion, which has Narayana for its soul, unto Rudra. In 
the Krita age of that ancient Kalpa, Rudra, devoted to 
Yoga, O monarch, 17 communicated it to all those Rishis 
that are known by the name of Valikhllyas. Through the 
illusion of Narayana, it once more disappeared from the 
universe. 13 In the third birth of Brahman which was due 
to the speech of Narayana, this religion once more sprang 
up, 0 king, from Narayana himself. 19 Then a Rishi of the 
name of Suparna obtained it from that foremost of Beings, 20 
The Rishi Suparna used to recite this excellent religion, 
this foremost of cults, three times during the day. In 
consequence of this, it came to be called by the name 
of Trisauparna in the world. 21 This religion has been 
referred to in the Rigveda, The duties it inculcates are 
exceedingly difficult of observance. From the Rishi Suparna, 
this eternal religion was obtained, 0 foremost of men } by the 
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god of wind, that sustainer of the lives of all creatures i Q 
the universe. The god of wind communicated it unto such: 
Bishis as subsist upon what remains of sacrificial offerings 
after feeding guests and others. 22 ' 23 From those Rishis this- 
excellent religion was obtained by the great Ocean. It once 
more disappeared from the universe and became merged Into 
Narayana. 2 * In the next birth of the high-souled Brahman 
when he sprang from the ear of Narayana, listen, O chief 
of men, to what happened in that Kalpa. 26 The illustrious 
Narayana, otherwise called Hari, when he resolved upon 
Creation, thought of a Being who would be puissant enough 
to create the universe. 26 While thinking of this, a Being 
sprang from his ears competent to create the universe. The 
Lord of all called him by the name of Brahman. 27 Address- 
ing Brahman, the Supreme Narayana said unto him,— ‘Do 
thou, 0 son, create all, kinds of creatures from thy mouth 
and feet. 0 thou of excellent vows, I shall do what will be 
beneficial for thee, for I shall impart to thee both energy 
and strength sufficient to render thee competent for this 
task. 26 Do thou receive also from me this excellent religion 
known by the name of Sattwata. Aided by that religion do 

thou create the Krita age and ordain it duly ! 28 Thus 

addressed, Brahman bowed his head unto the Illustrious 
Harimedhas and received from him that foremost of all cults 
with all its mysteries and its abstract of details, 30 together 
with the Xranyakas, — that cult, viz., which sprang from the 
mouth of Narayana. Narayana then instructed Brahman of 
Immeasur|ble energy in that cult, 31 and addressing him, 
said,— Thou art the creator of the duties that are to be 
observed in the respective Yugas !— Having said this unto 
Brahman, Narayana disappeared and proceeded to that spot 
which is beyond the . reach of Tamas, where the unmanifest 
resides, and which is known by the name of acts without 
desire of fruits. 32 After this, the boon-giving Brahman, the 
Grandsire of the worlds, created the different worlds with 
all their mobile and immobile creatures. 33 The age that first 

B d was highly auspicious and came to be called by 
;of Krita, In that age, the religion of Sattwa 
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existed, pervading the entire universe.* 54 Witt the aid ol' 
that primeval religion of righteousness, Brahman, the Creator 
of all the worlds, worshipped the Lord of all the deities* 
vis., the puissant Nfirfivana otherwise called Hari. 3 * For 
the spread then of that religion and desirous of benefiting 
the worlds, Brahman then instructed that Mann who is 
known by the name of Swarochish in that cult, 36 Swarochish- 
Manu, that Lord of all the worlds, that foremost of ail 
persons endued with puissance, then cheerfully imparted the 
knowledge of that cult to his own son, 0 king, who was 
known by the name of Gankhapada . 37 The son of Manu, 
viz., Gankhapada, communicated the knowledge of that cult 
to his own son Stivarnabua who was the Regent of the 
cardinal and subsidiary points of the compass. When, upon 
the expiration of the Ivrifca Yuga, the Treta came, that cult 
once more disappeared from the world. 33 In a subsequent 
birth of Brahman, 0 best of kings, viz,, that which was 
derived from the nose of Narayana, 0 Bharata, the illustri- 
ous and puissant Narayana or Mari with eyes like lotus- 
petals, himself sang this religion in the presence of Brahman* 
Then the son of Brahman, created by a fiat of his will, viz,, 
Sanatkumara, studied this cuit. 31 "** From Sanatkumara, the 
Prajapati Virana, in the beginning of the Krita age, 0 tiger 
among Kurus, obtained this cult. 41 Tirana having studied 
it in this way, taught it to the ascetic Raivya. Raivya, in 
his turn, imparted it to his son of pure soul, good vows, and 
great intelligence, viz., Kukshi, that righteous Regent of 
the cardinal and subsidiary points of the compass* After this* 
that cult, born of the mouth of Narayana, once more dis- 
appeared from the world, 4 * -43 In the next birth of Brahman* 
viz., that which he derived from an egg which sprang from 
Hari, this cult once more issued from the mouth of Narayana. 4 * 
It was received by Brahman, 0 king, and practised duly m 
§11 its details by him. Brahman then communicated it* 
0 monarch, to those Rishis that are known by the name of 


* L e., all creatures were righteous and compassionate, 

fh ere was no. king in that age, —X. 





* One of the foremost of Samans is called by the name of Jeshthya, 
i conversant with the Jeshthya Samau would have this name. — T, 
t Ikshaku was the progenitor of the solar race of kings— T. 
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Yarhishada. 45 From the Yarhishadas It was obtained by a 
Brahmana well-versed in the Sama-Yeda, and known by the 
name of Jeshthya, And because he was well-versed with the 
Samans, therefore was he known also by the name of Jeshthya- 
samavrata-Hari.* 44 From the Brahmana known by the name 
of Jeshthya, this cult was obtained by a king of the name of 
Avikampana. After this, that cult, derived from the puissant 
Hari, once more disappeared fron the world. 47 During the 
seventh birth of Brahman due to the lotus, 0 king, that 
sprang from the navel of Narayana, this cult was once more 
declared by Narayana himself, 48 unto the Grandsire of pure 
soul, the Creator of all the worlds, in the beginning of this 
Kalpa. The Grandsire gave it in days of yore to Daksha 
(one of his sons created by a fiat of his will). 48 Daksha, in 
his turn, imparted it to the eldest of all the sons of his 
daughters, 0 monarch, viz., Aditya, who is senior in age to 
Savitri. From Aditya, Yivaswat obtained it. 60 In the 
beginning of the Treta Yuga, Yivaswat imparted the know- 
ledge of this cult to Manu. Manu, for the protection and 
support of all the worlds, then gave it to his son Ikshaku.f 61 
Promulgated by Ikshaku, that cult overspreads the whole 
world. When the universal destruction comes, it will once 
more return to Narayana and be merged in Him. 62 The 
religion which is followed and practised by the Yatis, has, 
O best of kings, been narrated to thee before this in the 
Harigita, with all its ordinances in brief. 63 The celestial 
Rishi Narada got it from that Lord of universe, viz., Nara- 
yana himself, 0 king, with all its mysteries and abstract of 
details. 04 Thus, 0 monarch, this foremost of cults is primeval 
and eternal. Incapable of being comprehended with ease 
and exceedingly difficult of being practised, it is always 
upheld by persons wedded to the attribute of Sattwa. 66 It 
is by means of acts that are well-performed and accomplished 
with a full knowledge of duties,— acts, that is, in which 
there is nothing of injury to any creature, — that Hari the 
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Supreme Lord became gratified. 5 * Some persons adore 
Narayana as possessed ol only one form, viz., that of Anirud- 
dha. Some adore Him as endued with two forms, viz., that 
of Aniruddha and Pradyumna. Some adore Him as having 
three forms, viz,, Aniruddha, Pradyumna, and Sankarshana, 
A fourth class adore him as consisting of four forms, viz., 
Aniruddha, Pradyumna, Shankarshana, and Vasudeva. 67 Hari 
is Himself the Kshetrajna (Soul). He is without parts (being 
ever full). He is the Jiva in all creatures, transcending 
the five primal elements. 85 He is the Mind, 0 monarch, 
that directs and controls the five senses. Endued with the 
highest intelligence, He is the Ordainer of the universe, and 
the Creator thereof. 88 He is both active and inactive. He 
is both Cause and Effect He is the one immutable Purusha, 
who sports as He likes, 0 king. 60 Thus have I recited to 
thee the religion of Devotion, O best of kings, incapable of 
being comprehended by persons of uncleansed souls but 
which I acquired through the grace of my preceptor. 61 
Persons are very rare, O king, that are devoted to Narayana 
with their whole souls. If, O son of Kuril's race, the world 
had been full of such persons, that are full of universal 
compassion, that are endued with knowledge of the soul, and 
that are always employed in doing good to others, then the 
Krita age would have set in and all men would have betaken 
themselves to the accomplishment of acts without desire of 
fruit. 02 ** 03 It was even in this way, 0 monarch, that that 
foremost of regenerate persons, viz., the illustrious Vyasa, 
my preceptor, fully conversant with all duties, discoursed unto 
king Yudhishthira the just on this religion of Devotion, 06 
in the presence of many Rishis and in the hearing of Krishna 
and Bhishma. He had obtained it from the celestial Rishi 
Narada endued with wealth of penances. 60 Those persons 
that are devoted to. Narayana with their whole souls succeed 
in attaining to Narayana in the end, that highest of deities, 
identical with Brahma, pure in complexion, possessed of the 
effulgence of the moon, and endued with immutable." 66 

Janamejaya said, — “I see that those regenerate persons 
.whose souls have been awakened practise diverse . kinds of 
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duties. Why is it that other Brahmanas do not practise 
those duties but betake themselves to the observance of other 
Grinds of vows and rites ?” cT 

Yai§ampayana said, — “Three kinds of disposition, 0 
-monarch, have been created in respect of all embodied crea« 

' tures, m, that which relates to the attribute of Sattwa, 

- that which -relates to the attribute of Rajas, and lastly that 
which-relates to the attribute of Tamas, 0 Bharata ! 08 As 
regards embodied creatures, O perpetuator of Kuru’s race, 
that person is the foremost who is wedded to the attribute 
of Sattwa, for, 0 tiger among men, it is certain that he 
will attain to Emancipation/ 8 It is with the aid of 
this very attribute of Sattwa that one endued therewith 
succeeds in understanding the person that is conversant 
with Brahma, As regards Emancipation, it is entirely 
-dependent upon Narayana. Hence it is that Emancipation 
is regarded as made up of the attribute of Sattwa/ 0 By 
thinking of the foremost of Beings, the man that is devoted 
with his whole soul to Narayana, acquires great wisdom/ 1 
Those persons that are endued with wisdom, that have 
< betaken themselves to the practices of Yatis and the religion 
of Emancipation, — those persons of quenched thirst,— always 
<find that Hari favors them with the fruition of their desire.* 72 
That man subject to birth (and death) upon whom Hari 
*casts a kind eye should be known as endued with the 
attribute of Sattwa and devoted to the acquisition of 
Emancipation/ 3 The religion followed by a person that 
•is devoted with his whole soul to Narayana is regarded as 
similar or equal in merit to the system of the Sankhyas/ 4 
By adopting that religion one attains to the highest end by 
■attaining to Emancipation which has Narayana for its soul. 
That person upon whom Narayana looks with compassion 
succeeds in becoming awakened.^ 76 No one, O king, can 

* This desire, of course, relates to the acquisition of Emancipa- 
tion. 4 Yoga-ksh0ma J literally means the acquisition of what is desired 
and the protection of what has been aquired. — T. 

t ‘Buddha’ or ‘Bratibuddha 1 literally implies ‘awakened 1 . The 
' ' sense, ©f course, is that such a person lias succeeded in casting off all 
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become awakened ' through his own wishes* That nature 
which partakes of both Rajas and Tamas is said to be 
mixed* 7 ® Harl never casts a kind eye upon the person subject 
to birth (and death) that is endued with such a mixed 
nature and that has, on that account, the principle of 
Fravritfci in him .' 7 Only Brahman, the Grandsire of the- 
worlds, looks tupon the person that is subject to birth and" 
death because of his mind being overwhelmed with the two- 
inferior attributes of Rajas and Tamas ,* 78 Without doubt, 
the deities and the- Rishis are wedded to the attributes of 
Sattwa, O best of kings t But then they that are divested’ 
of that attribute in its subtile form are always regarded to- 
be of mutable- nature.”f 79 

Janamejaya said,— ‘*How can one that is fraught with the- 
principle of change succeed in attaining to that foremost of 
Beings ? Do tell me all this, which is, no doubt, known to thee !: 
Do thou discourse to me also of Pravritti in due order !” 80 

Yaigarapayana said, — “That which is the twentyfiftb (im 
the enumeration of topics as made in the Sankhya system)- 
viz., Jiva, when it becomes able to abstain entirely from* 
acts, succeeds in attaining to the foremost of Beings which 
is exceedingly subtile, which is invested with the attribute- 
of Sattwa (in its subtile form), and which is fraught with 
the esssences symbolised by the three letters of the alphabet 
(viz.. A, U, and M ). 81 The Sankhya system, the Aranyaka- 


impurities and desires. Be has, as it were, been awakened from the 
slumber of ignorance or darkness,-—- T. 

* Those that follow the religion of Pravritti acquire heaven, &c.* 
through their merits. Merits* however, are exhaustible. They have*, 
therefore, to fall down from heaven. The Creator Brahman casts his 
eye on men that follow Pravritti* The religion of Nivritti, however, 
leads to Emancipation, It is Naray ana that looks upon men that* 
betake- to Nivritti.* — T. . 

t What is stated here is this ; the deities and Rishis are certainly 
endued with Sattwa. But then that Sattwa is of a gross form. 
Hence, they cannot. attain to Emancipation. It is only that Sattwa 
which is of subtile form that leads to Emancipation. The deities* 
without being able to attain to Emancipation, remain in a state thafck- 
mutable or fraught with change,— T, 
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eda and the Pancharatra scriptures, are all one and the sam» 
and form parts of one whole. Even this is the religion of 
those hat are devoted with their whole souls to Narayana- 
the religion that has Narayana for its essence *» As waves 
of the ocean, rising from the ocean, rush away from it 
only to return to it in the end, even so diverse kinds f 

inThe f ’,T7T° fr ° m N ^ana, return to Narayana 
, eild ’ 1 have th «s explained to thee, O son of 
.iurus race, what the religion of Sattwa is. If thou beest 
competent for it, 0 Bharata, do thou practise that religion 
d»h.» Even thus did the highiy-blessed NSrsda 
o my preceptor, -the Island-born Krisbna-the eterna/and 
immutable course, called Ekanta, followed by tbe White! 

Y,d‘ “Ur + ‘ T,to> SrltiW '" th Dharma’s sen 

tte ? '" f “‘ ed thiS reliS “ n Vudhisbthira 

be just who was possessed of great intelligence. Derived 

ftom my preeepter t bar, also communicated it to Zt 
O best of kings, this religion is, for these reasons, esceedinvlv 
d fflcu.t „f ,, tlc , others, tear . ng J2Z 

stupefied as thou hast suffered thyself to be 57 Tt ;<* xr - u - 

^ ^ t beguL "t- ■ 

He who is the destroyer and the cause, 0 monarch !"» 
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O ascetic, different from one another? Questioned by me, 
do thou discourse to me on Pravritti in due order f 2 

Taigampayana said,— “I bow unto that great Rishi who is 
the dispeller of darkness, and whom Satyavati bore to Para- 
gara in the midst of an island, who is possessed of great 
knowledge and who is endued with great liberality of soul.® 
The learned say that he is the origin of the Grandsire 
Brahman ; that he is the sixth form of Narayana ; that he 
is the foremost of Rishis ; that he is endued with the puis- 
sance of Yoga ; that as the only son of his parents he is an 
incarnate portion of Narayana ; and that, born under extra- 
ordinary circumstances on an Island, he is the inexhaustible 
receptacle of the Vedas. 4 In the Krita age, Narayana of 
great puissance and mighty energy, created him as his son. 
Verily, the high-souled Vyasa is unborn and ancient and is' 
the inexhaustible receptacle of the Vedas !” 6 

J anamejaya said, — '“0 best of renergate persons, it was 
thou that saidst before this that the Rishi Vagishtha had a 
son of the name of Caktri and that Caktri had a son of the 
name of Paragara, and that Paragara begot a son named the 
Island-born Krishna endued with great ascetic merit, 6 Thou 
tellest me again that Vjasa is the son of Narayana. I ask, 
was it in some former birth that Vyasa of immeasurable 
energy had sprung from Narayana ? O thou of great intelli- 
gence, do tell me of that birth of Vyasa which was due to' 
Narayana 

Vaigampayana said, — “Desirous of understanding the' 
meaning of the Gratis, my preceptor, that ocean of penances, 
who is exceedingly devoted to the observance of all 
scriptural duties and the acquisition of knowledge, dwelt' 
for sometime in a particular region of the Himavat moun-’ 
tains. 8 Endued with great intelligence, he became fatigued 1 
with his penances in consequence of the great strain on his : 
energies occasioned by the composition of the Mahabharata/ 
At that time, Sumanta and Jaimini and Paila of firm vows" 
and myself numbering the fourth, and Ouka his own son/ 
were his disciples. All of us, 0 king, in view of the fatigue ; 
^ur -preceptor felt, waited dutifully upon him, engaged in- 
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doing all that was necessary for dispelling that fatigue of 
his. 9 ' 10 Surrounded by these disciples of his, Vyasa shone 
in beauty on the breast of the Himavat mountains like the 
Lord of all the ghostly beings, viz., Mahadeva, in the midst 
of those ghostly attendants of his. 11 Having recapitulated 
the Yedas with all their branches as also the meanings of all 
the Verses in the Mahabharata, one day, with rapt attention, 
all of us approached the presence of our preceptor who, 
having controlled his senses, was at time rapt up in thought. 19 
Availing ourselves of an interval in the conversation, we 
asked that foremost of regenerate persons to expound to us the- 
meanings of the Vedas and of the Verses in the Mahabharata 
and narrate to us the incidents as well of his own birth 
from Narayana. 1 * Conversant as he was with all topics of 
enquiry, he at first discoursed to us on the interpretations 
of the Grutis and the Mahabharata, and then set himself to 
narrate to us the following incidents relating to his birth 
from Narayaua. 14 

"Vyasa said,— ‘Listen, ye disciples, to this foremost of 
narratives, to this best of histories that relates again to the 
, birth of a Rishi. Appertaining to the Krita age, this 
narrative has become known to me through my penances, ye 
regenerate ones ! lS On the occasion of the seventh creation,. 
viz,, that which was due to the primeval Lotus, Narayana, 
endued with the austerest penances, transcending both good 
and ill, and possessed of unrivalled splendour, at first 
created Brahman from his navel. After Brahman had started 
into birth, Narayana addressed him, saying, u ' 17 — Thou hast 
sprung from my navel. Endued with puissance in respect of 
creation, do thou set thyself to create diverse kinds of 
" ’ i irrational F— T1 

Brahman, with 
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-ordain what should be ordained in view of this P — Thus 
addressed by Brahman, the Lord of the universe, viz,, 
Narayana, disappeared there and then from Brahman’s sight. 
The foremost of all beings endued with intelligence, viz., the 
Supreme Lord, then thought of Intelligence. 21 Endued with 
form that resembled the form of Hari himself, Intelligence 
forthwith made her appearance before the puissant Hari, 
Himself transcending all Yoga, Narayana then, with Yoga* 
applied the goddess of Intelligence properly. 22 The illustri- 
ous and puissant and immutable Hari, addressing the goddess 
of Intelligence who was endued with activity and goodness 

and all the puissance of Yoga, said unto her these words; 22 

For the accomplishment of the task of creating all the 
worlds do thou enter into Brahman 1— Commanded thus by 
the Supreme Lord, Intelligence forthwith entered Brahman. 24 
When Hari beheld that Brahman had become united with 
Intelligence, He once more addressed him, saying, — Do 
thou now create diverse kinds of creatures l 26 — Replying 
unto Narayana by uttering the word — Yls, — Brahman rever- 
ently accepted the command of his progenitor. Narayana 
then disappeared from Brahman’s presence, 26 and in a 
moment repaired to his own place known by the name of 
Light or Effulgence. Returning to His own disposition (of 
Unman ifestn ess), Hari resolved Himself into His one univer- 
sal nature. 27 After the task of Creation, however, had been 
accomplished by Brahman, another thought arose in the 
mind of Narayana. Indeed, He reflected in this strain:— 
Brahman, otherwise called Parameshthi, has created all 
these creatures, 28 consisting of Daityas and Danavas and 
XJandharvas and Rakshasas, The helpless Earth has become 
burfchened with the weight of creatures. 29 Many among the 
Daityas and Danavas and Rakshas on Earth will become 
-endued with great strength. Possessed of penances, they 
will at diverse times succeed in acquiring many excellent 
boons. 3? Swelling with pride and might In consequence of 
those boons that they will succeed in obtaining, they wit! 
oppress and afflict the deities and the Rishis possessed of 
ascetic might, 31 It is, therefore, meet that I should now 
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and then lighten the burthen of the Earth, by assuming 
Jverse forms one after another as occasion would require" 
I shall achieve _ this task by chastising the wicked and 
upholding the righteous. (Thus looked after by me) the 
Earth, which is the embodiment of Truth, will succeed in 
bearmg her - freight of creatures.- Assuming the form of a 

mighty snake Imyse!' have to uphold the Lrth i„ em l 

space. Upheld by me thus, she will uphold the entire 

the Earth, therefore, ,» different forms, I shall have to 
rescue her at such times from peril "-Having reflected in 
this way the illustrious slayer of Madhu created diverse 
forms in his mind m which to appear from time to time for 
accomplishing the task in view." Assuming the form of a 
Boar, of a Man-lion, of a Dwarf, and of human ZJ S J 
shall quell or slay such enemies of the deities as will become 
wicked an d ungovern able. "-After this, the original Creator 
of the universe once more uttered the syllable Bho, causing 
the atmosphere to ftsound with it. From this syllable of 
speech (Saraswati) - arose a Rishi of the name Saras wat - 

Jit !i k " thS Spee ° h ° f N5r ^na, came to be 
Jeatn 7 ! name of Apantara-tamas. Endued with 
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whose Speech She Rishi Apantaratamas sprang into existence, 
the latter, in that Kalpa which is named from the Self-born 
Manu, distributed and arranged the Vedas. 40 For that act 
of the Rishi, the, illustrious Hari became gratified with him, 
as also for his well-performed penances, his wows and obser- 
vances, and hb restraint 'of the senses or passions. 41 Ad- 
dressing him, Narayana said, — At each Manwantara, 0 son, 
thou wilt act in this way with respect to the Vedas. Thou 
shalt, in consequence of this act of thine, be immutable, 
0 regenerate one, and incapable of being transcended by 
any one !** When the Kali age will set in, certain princes 
of Rharata’s line, to be called by the name of Kauravas, 
will take their birth from thee. They will be celebrated 
over the Earth as high-souled princes ruling over powerful 
kingdoms. 43 Born of thee, dissensions will break out among 
them for their destruction at one another’s hands during thy 
absence, 0 foremost of regenerate persons.*' 14 In that aga 
also, endued with austere penances, thou wilt distribute tha 
Vedas into diverse classes. Indeed, in that dark age, thy 
complexion will become dark. 40 Thou shalt cause divers® 
kinds of duties to flow and diverse kinds of knowledge also. 
Although endued with austere penances, yet thou shalt 
never be able to free thyself from desire and attachment to 
the world. 46 Thy son, however, will be freed from every 
attachment like unto the Supreme Soul, through the grace 
of Madhava. It will not be otherwise. 47 He whom learned 
Brahmanas call the mind-born son of the Grandsire, vis., 
Va$ishfcha endued with great intelligence and like unto an 
ocean of penances, and whose splendour transcends that of 
the Sun himself, 45 will be the progenitor of a race in which 
a great Rishi of the name of Para<;ara, possessed of mighty 
energy and prowess, will take his birth. That foremost of - 


* It is difficult to understand what is the precise meaning of the 
expression ‘twSmrite’, Literally, it means ‘without thee’. Whether, 
however, the speaker means that all the princes will meet with des- 
truction except thee, or that they will be destroyed without thy being 
present among them, or that such destruction will overtake them 

w ithout thyself being the cause of it, it is difficult to determine, — T, * 
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persons, that ocean of Vedas, that abode of penances, wifi 
become thy sire (when thou wilt take birth in the Kali 
age). 48 Thou shalt take thy birth as the son of a maiden 
residing in the house of her sire, through an act of congress 
with the great Rishi Para^ara. 60 Doubts thou wilt have 
none with respect to the imports of things past, present, and 
future. Endued with penances and instructed by me, thou 
wilt behold the incidents of thousands and thousands of ages 
long past away. Thou wilt see through thousands and thou- 
sands of ages also in the future. 6 - 62 Thou shaft, in that 
birth, behold me, 0 ascetic,— me that am without birth and 
death,— incarnated on Earth (as Krishna of Yadu’s race), 
armed with the discus. All this will happen to thee, G 
ascetic, through the merit that will be thine in consequence 
©f thy ceaseless devotion to me. These words of mine will 
never be otherwise. 63 Thou shalt be one of the foremost of 
creatures. Great shall be thy fame. Surya’s son Cani (Saturn) 
will, in a future Kalpa^ take birth as the great Manu of that 
period. 84 During that Manwantara, O son, thou shalt, in 
respect of merits, be superior to even the Manus of the 
several periods. Without doubt, thou shalt be so through my 
grace. 66 Whatever exists in the world represents the result 
©f my exertion. The thoughts' of others may not correspond 
with their acts. As regards myself however, I always ordain 
what I think, without the least impediment !*“° — -Having 
said these words unto the Rishi- Apantaratamas, otherwise 
called by the name of Saraswat, the Supreme Lord dismissed 
him, saying unto him,— Go ! — I am he that was born as 
Apantaratamas through the command ‘ of Hari. Once more 
have I taken birth as the celebrated Krishna-Dwaipayana, a 
delighter of the race of Va ? isbtha.f'- 68 ' I have thus told 

* Anyohanyam chintayatP seems to mean that the thoughts of 
iithers do not correspond with their acts. — T. 

+ It is scarcely necessary to remark that the word ‘nandana’ means 
both son and delighter. The etymological meaning is, of course, 
delighter. The son or grandson is so called because of his being a 
source of delight to th e sire or the grandsire with the other members 
of the family. In Verse 68, ‘nandana’ seems to be used in the sense 
.. dehghter'.-T, ■ . ■ . 
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you, my dear disciples, the circumstances of my own former 
birth which was due to the grace of Narayana In so much 
that I was a very portion- of N-arayana himself/ 9 Ye fore- 
most of intelligent persons, I underwent, in days of yore, the 
austerest penances,, with the aid of the highest abstraction 
of the mind/ 0 Ye sons, moved by my great affection for 
yourselves that are devoted to me with reverence, I have 
told you everything relating to what you wished to know 
from me, viz., my first birth in days of remote antiquity 
and that other birth subsequent to it (viz., the present 
one) r 7,61 

Vaxgampayana continued*, — "I have thus narrated to thee, 
0 monarch, the circumstances connected with the former 
birth of our revered preceptor, viz., Vyasa of unstained 
mind, as asked by thee 1 Listen to me once again ! 62 There 
are diverse kinds of cults, 0 royal sage, that go by divers® 
names such as Sankhya, Yoga, the Pancha-ratra, Vedas, and 
Pa<jupati/ 3 The promulgator of the Sankhya cult is said to 
be the great Rishi Kapila. The primeval Hiranyagarbha, 
and none else, is the promulgator of tbe Yoga system/ 4 
The Rishi Apantaratamas is said to be the preceptor of the 
Vedas, some call that Rishi by the name of Prachina~gai> 
bha. 66 The cult known by the name of Pa<jupata was promul- 
gated by the Lord of Uma, that master of all creatures, viz., 
the cheerful Civa, otherwise known by the name of Cree- 
kantha, the son of Brahman/ 6 The illustrious Narayana is 
himself the promulgator of the cult, in its entirety, 
contained in the Pancharatra scriptures. In all these cults, 
0 foremost of kings, it is seen 67 that the puissant Narayana 
is the one sole object of exposition. According to the 
scriptures of these* cults and the measure of knowledge they 
contain, 1ST ar ay an a is the one sole object of worship they 
inculcate. Those persons whose visions, 0 king, are blinded., 
by darkness, fail to understand that Narayana is the Supreme 
Soul pervading the entire universe. 68 Those persons of 
wisdom who are the authors of the scriptures say that Nara- 
yana, who is a Rishi, is the one object of reverent worship 
in the universe, I say that there Is no other being Ilk# 
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Him . 68 The Supreme Deity, called by the name of Hari, 
resides in the hearts of those that have succeeded (with the 
aid of the scriptures and of inference) in dispelling all 
doubts. Madhava never resides in the hearts of those that 
are under the sway of doubt and that would dispute away 
everything with the aid of false dialectics . 70 They that are 
conversant with the Pancharatra scriptures, that are duly 
observant of the duties laid down therein, and that are 
devoted to Narayana with their whole souls, succeed in 
entering into Narayana . 71 The Sankhya and the Yoga 
systems are eternal. All the Vedas, again, O monarch, are 
eternal. The Rishis, in all these systems of cult, have 
declared that this universe existing from ancient times is 
Narayana s self . 72 Thou shouldst know that whatever acts, 
good or bad, laid down in the Vedas and Occurring in heaven 
and Earth, the sky between, and the waters, are all caused 
by and flow from that ancient Rishi Narayana .” 75 


Section CCOLI. 

Janamejaya said, — “O regenerate one, are there many 
Hurushas or is there only one ? Who, in the universe, is 
the foremost of Purushas ? What, again, is said to be the 
Bource of all things ?” 1 

Vaigampayana said,— “In the speculations of the Sankhya 
and the Yoga systems many are the Purushas spoken of. 
O preceptor of Euru’s race, those that follow these systems 
do not wish to assert that there is but one Purusha in the 
universe * 2 In the same manner in which the many Puru- 
shas are said to have one origin in the Supreme Purusha, it 
may be said that this entire universe is identical with that 
One Purusha of superior attributes. I shall explain this 

* The Commentator explains this Terse in this way. ‘So far as 
ordinary purposes are concerned, both' the S&nkhyas and Yogins 
ppeak of many Purushas. In reality,, however, for purposes of the 
trllthj there is but one Purusha.’ I do not see this limitation 
^the ^erse itself. The fact is, what the Commentator says is to btf 
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bow, 3 after bowing to my preceptor Vyasa, that foremost of 
Rishis, who is conversant with the soul, endued with 
penances, self-restrained, and worthy of reverent worship. 4 
This speculation on Purusha, 0 king, occurs in all the Vedas. 
It is well known to be identical with Rita and Truth. The 
foremost of Rishis, viz*, Vyasa, has thought upon it. 6 Having 
occupied themselves with reflection on what is called Adhyat- 
ma, diverse Rishis, 0 king, having Kapila for their first, 
have declared their opinions on this topic both generally and 
particularly.* Through the grace of Vyasa of immeasurable 
energy, f shall expound to thee what Vyasa has said in 
brief on this question of the Oneness of Purusha. 7 In this 
connection is cited the old narrative of the discourse between 
Brahman, 0 king, and the Three-eyed Mahadeva. 8 In the 
midst of the Ocean of milk, there is a very high mountain of 
great effulgence like that of gold, known, 0 monarch, by 
the name of Vaijayanta l 9 Repairing thither all alone, from 
Ms own abode of great splendour and felicity, the illustrious 
deity Brahman used very often to pass his time, engaged In 
thinking on the course of Adhyatma. 10 While the four-faced 
Brahman of great intelligence was seated there, his soil 
Mahadeva, who had sprung from his forehead, encountered 
him one day in course of his wanderings through the 
universe. 11 In days of yore, the Three-eyed Oiva endued 
with puissance and high Yoga, while proceeding along the 
sky, beheld Brahman seated on that mountain and, therefore,- 
dropped down quickly on its top. 12 With a* cheerful heart he 
presented himself before his progenitor and worshipped his 
feet. Beholding Mahadeva prostrated at his feet, Brahman 
took him up with his* left hand, 13 Having thus raised 
Mahadeva up, Brahman, that puissant and one Lord of all 
creatures, then addressed his son, whom he met after a long 
time, in these words. 14 

“The Grandsire said,*—* W elcome art thou, 0 thou of 
mighty arms ! By good luck I see thee after such a long 
time come to mv presence, I hope, 0 son, that everything 
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Hence I ask thee about the progress and well-being of those 
penances of thine !’ 16 * 16 ° nose 

- "® ud ” s * id ' — '° ilInstri »»s one, through thy grace a ii 

13 well with my penance, a „d Vedic studies. It is fn r Lu. 
again, with the universe!-' I saw tby aimtrio ‘ ' 

long while ago m thy own home of felicity and effulgence r 

h» thi ; «,j G ? * ‘ ke outlosi ‘J' eacited in my m ind‘ 
by this withdrawal of thyself into such a lone spot from 

% usual region of felicity and splendour. Great must 2 
reason be, 0 Grandsire, for such an act on thy ‘ 2 T h 
own foremost of abodes is free from the pains of hunger 2d 
thirst, and inhabited by both deities and Asuras bv p; v t 

“““ l " S 2” d ““ t '” “ a ‘“ b? ^"asand Apsals 
Abandoning such a spot of felicity, thou residest alone t 
this foremost of mountains. The cause n ? m - 1 

he grave !’« ° f thls cannofc but 

Brahman said,— ‘This foremost of mountains called 
Vaijayanta, is always my residence pw ’ 1 d 

mind, I meditate ot the 

proportions.’ 22 rusaa of infinite 

Rudra said, — ‘Self-born thou art. Manv are + 1 , r> 
that have been created by thee. Others again, O^mh ^ 
are being created by thee. The Infinife p ’ , hman. 

Of whom thou speakest, is on. and siugie. ” Wh„ is'Ti 
foremost of Purushas, 0 Brahman that • v - ls thafc 
^ .heel Great is tie eur^y j ft " 

^kindiydispelthe doubt tL hastU^!^ 

rtr th h °k- si>eak ' st ' TSh ° e °“” em ” pn " r ura, t h°zz v ‘ r o? I Zom 

“ d “ 

basis upon which that one Purusha J* 1 *?”® C °" Stlfcute the 
one Purusha ,' a « -a * i. , aa stands ; and since that 

^ innumer- 

The abode of thy : 

honing persons that are entitled to reverence' the £ f*’ “ m6D - 
them as the “feet of so and so”-T ’ tlie Hm<i o speaks of 
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able Purushas have sprung , 28 hence a!! the latter, If they 
succeed in divesting themselves of attributes, become com- 
petent to enter Into that one Purusha who is Identified 
with the universe, who is supreme, who is the foremost of 
the foremost, who is eternal, and who is himself divested of 
and Is above all attributes/ ” 27 


Section CCCLIL 


“Brahman said,— * Lis ten, 0 son, as to how that Purusha 
is indicated. He is eternal and Immutable. He is undeteri- 
orating and Immeasurable. He pervades all things.* 1 0 best 
of all creatures, that Purusha cannot be seen by thee, or me, 
or others. Those that are endued with the understanding 
and the senses but destitute of self-restraint and tranquillity 
of soul cannot obtain a sight of him, The Supreme Purusha 
is said to be one that can be seen with the aid of knowledge 
alone. 2 Though divested of body, He dwells in every body. 
Though dwelling, again, in bodies, He is never touched by 
the acts accomplished by those bodies. 8 He is my inner soul. 
He is thy inner soul. He is the all-seeing Witness dwelling 
within all embodied creatures and engaged in marking their 
acts. No one can grasp or comprehend him at any time. 4 
The universe is the crown of his head. The universe is his 
arms. The universe is his feet. The universe is his eyes. 
The universe is his nose. Alone and single, he roves through 
all Kshetras, unrestrained by any limitations on his will 
and as best it likes him. 5 Kshetra is another name for body. 
And because he knows all Kshetras as also all good and bad 
deeds, therefore he, who is the soul of Yoga, is called by 
the name of Kshetrajna.f* No one succeeds in perceiving 


* The Commentator explains the meanings of the words used in 
this Yerse in this way : He is called ‘Parasha’ because of the attribute 
of fulness: eternal, because he has neither beginning nor end; im* 
mutable, because there is no change in him ; undeteriorating, because 
he has no body that may be subject to decay ; immeasurable, because 
the mind cannot conceive of him in his fulness. — T. 

t Acts are called seeds. Seeds produce trees. Acts lead to the 



attainment of bodies, 
operate like seeds. — 1 
* The sense seems 


For the production of bodies, therefore, act* 

be this : in the Yoga system He is called the 
HH , adfbau the existence of two soals, the 
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is that he who is the Supreme Soul is always divested of 
attributes* He is N aray ana. He Is the universal soul, and 
he is the one Punish a. He Is never affected by the fruits 
of acts even as the leaf of the lotus is never drenched by 
the water one may throw upon ifc. u The acting Soul Is 
different. That Soul is sometimes engaged In acts and when 
it succeeds in casting off acts attains to Emancipation or 
identity with the Supreme Soul 15 The acting Soul is endued 
with the seven and ten possessions.* Thus is It said that 
there are innumberable kinds of Purushas in due order. 15 
In reality, however, there is but one Purusha. He is the 
abode of all the ordinances in respect of the universe. He 
is the highest object of knowledge. He is at once the 
knower and the object to be known. He is at once the 
thinker and the object of thought. He is the eater and the 
food that is eaten. He Is the smeller and the scent that is 
smelled* He is at once he that touches and the object that 
Is touched. 17 He is the agent that sees and the object that 
Is seen. He i3 the hearer and the object that Is heard. He 
is the conceiver and the object that is conceived. He Is 
possessed of attributes and Is free from them. He is that, 
0 son, which is named Pradhana, enduring, eternal, and 
immutable. 18 He It is who creates the prime ordinance in 
respect of Dhafcri himself* Learned Brakmanas call Him 
by the name of Aniruddha. Whatever acts, possessed of 
excellent merits and fraught with blessings, flow in the world 
from the Vedas, have been caused by Him.f 19 All the deities, 
and all the Rishis, possessed of tranquil souls, occupying their 
places on the altar, dedicate to Him the first share of their 


Ji vat man and the Supreme Soul, and assert the superiority of the 
latter over the former. The Sankhyas regard the Jiva-soul and the 
Supreme Soul to be one and the same. A third class of men think 
everything as Soul, there being no difference between the one Soul 
and the universe displayed in infinitude. — T. 

* The acting Soul is ensconced in the Linga^arira, with which it 
becomes now a human being, now a deity, now an animal, &c. — T. 

t ‘Dhaturadyam Vidhanam 5 is supposed by the Commentator to. 
imply what is known as ‘Mahat’, L e., the existence of Jiva before 
the consciousness of Ego arises,-— T, 
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sacrificial offerings .* 80 I, that am Brahman, the primeval 
Master of all creatures, have started into birth from Him, and 
thou hast taken thy birth from me. From me have flowed 
the universe with all its mobile and immobile creatures, and 
all the Vedas, O son, with their mysteries . 21 Divided into 
four portions (viz., Aniruddha, Pradyumna, Sankarshana, and 
Vasudeva), He sports as He pleases. That illustrious and 
divine Lord is even such, awakened by His own knowledge . 22 
I have thus answered thee, O son, according to thy ques- 
tions, and according to the way in which the matter is ex- 
pounded in the Sankhya system and the Yoga philosophy.”' 2 * 


Section CCCLIII. 


Sauti said,— •After Vai$ampayana had explained to king 
Janamejaya in this way the glory of Narayana, he began to 
discourse on another topic by reciting the question of 
Yudhishthira and the answer that Bhishma gave in the 
presence of all the Pandavas and the Rishis as also of 
Krishna himself. Indeed, Vabjampayana began by saying 
what folio ws.f 

“Yudhishthira said,— ‘Thou hast, 0 grandsire, discoursed 
to us on the duties appertaining to the religion of Eman- 
cipation. It behooveth thee now to tell us what the foremost 
duties are of persons belonging to the several modes of 
life I’* 1 

Bhishma said,— ‘The duties ordained in respect of every 
mode of life are capable, if well performed, of leading to 


* ‘Pragvanqa’ is a certain part of tl le altar. Both the Vernacular 
translators omit the word in their renderings.— T. 

t This portion does not occur in all the texts. I have thought fit 
to add it for explaining the connection. Most texts begin abruptly 

by saying — “Yudhishthira said, &c., &c." T. 

| The object of the question is to ascertain which ’is the foremost 
Of all the modes of lift. Although Renunciation has been described 
to be the best of all modes, still the duties of that mode are exceed- 
ingly difficult of practice. Hence, Yudhishthira wishes to know if 
flHOfief) anv — I--, regarded as superior,— X, 
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heaven and the high fruit of Truth. Duties have many 
doors, and none of the practices inculcated by them are 
futile in respect of consequences. 3 Whoever adopts- which- 
ever duties with steady and firm faith, praises the duties 
adopted by him to the exclusion of the rest, 0 chief of 
Bharata’s race ! 3 This particular topic, however, on which 
thou wishest me to discourse was in days of yore the subject 
of conversation between the celestial Rishi Narada and the 
chief of the deities, vis., Indra. 4 The great Rishi Narada, 
0 king, revered by all the world, has been crowned with 
success. He wanders through all the worlds unobstructed 
by anything, like the all-pervading wind itself. 6 Once upon 
a time he repaired to the abode of Indra. Duly honored by 
the chief of the deities, he sat close to his- host.* Beholding 
him seated at his ease and free from fatigue, the lord of 
Cachi addressed him, saying, — O great Rishi, is there any- 
thing wonderful that has been beheld by thee, 0 sinless one V 
0 regenerate Rishi, crowned with ascetic success, thou revest, 
moved by curiosity, through the universe of mobile and 
immobile objects, witnessing all things. 8 0 celestial Rishi, 
there is nothing in the universe that is unknown to thee. 
Do thou tell me, therefore, of any wonderful incident which 
thou mayst have seen or heard of or felt.’ 8 Thus questioned, 
Narada, that foremost of speakers, 0 king, then commenced 
to recite unto the- chief of the celestials the extensive history 
that follows. 10 Listen now to me as I recite that story 
which Narada told before Indra. I shall narrate it in the 
same way in which the celestial Rishi had narrated it, and-, 
for the same purpose that he had in view !’ ” u 


Section CCCLIT. 

“ Bhishma said, — ‘In an excellent town called by the 
name of Mahapadma which was situate on the southern side 
of the river Ganga, there lived', 0 best of men, a Brahmanr 
of concentrated Soul. 1 Born in the race of Atri, he wag 
endued with amiability. All his doubts had been dispelleS 
(by faith and contemplation) and he was well conversant 
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with the path he was to follow. Ever observant of the 
dutxes of religion, he had his wrath under perfect control 
Always contented, he was the complete master of his senses.*’ 
Devoted to penances and study of the Vedas, he was 
honored by all good men. He earned wealth by righteous 
means and his conduct in all things corresponded with the 
mode of life he led and the order to which he belonged* 
The family to which he belonged was large and celebrated. 
He had many kinsmen and relatives, and many children ahd 
spouses. His behaviour was always respectable and faultless * 
Observing that he had many children, the Brahmana betook 
himself to the accomplishment of religious acts on a lam* 
scale. His religious observances, O king, had reference to 
the customs of his own family.** The Brahmana reflected- 
that there were three kinds of duties laid down for obser- 
vances. There were, first, the duties ordained in the Vedas 

of nTbf ° f t , he ,°. rder / in Which he Wn and the mode 
of life he was leading (w*. a Brahmana in the observance 

of domesticity). There were, secondly, the duties laid down 
TastirT th ° Se eSp6CiaIly Cdled tte Db arma- 

L<\ r ' ^ nd> ^ 7 ’ ttere W6re th ° Se duties that e “i«ent 

and revered men of former times have followed though not 
occurring either m the Vedas, or the scriptures.-f— -Which of 

IdTv me rv t 1 W , l0W ' Whi ° h ° f th6m ' ^ fo'lo- 
y me, are likely to lead to my benefit ? Which indeed 

should be my refuge 1-Thoughts like these always ’troubled 


, * Fa f mil J customs ar e always observed with great care. Even when 

inconsistent with the ordinances of the scriptures, such customs do 
no ose . eir binding force. Reprehensible as the sale of a daughter 

5 T S 7t ’ h “ * le bestowed hi. ,i,l„ VM„ 

thev continue t b , i sauced into writing, but for all that 
fchoWh , eCa th ® Crutls » asthe Common Law of England, 

1 m 0 wn 1 d Sj U Still called the Unwritten Law,*— T* 
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him. ' He could not; solve his doubts. 1 While troubled with 
such reflections, a Brahmaaa of concentrated soul and obser- 
vant of a very superior religion, came to his house as a 
guest, 5 The house-holder duly honored his guest according to 
those ordinances of worship that are laid down in the scrip- 
tures. Beholding his guest refreshed and seated at his ease, 
the host ad ir eased him in the following words.” 8 


Section CGCLY, 


“The Brahmana said,™ ‘0 sinless one, I have become 
exceedingly attached to thee in consequence of the sweetness 
of thy conversation. Thou hast become my friend. Listen 
to me, for I wish to say something unto thee. 1 0 foremost 
of Brahman as, making over the duties of a householder to my 
son, 1 wish to discharge the highest duties of man. What, 

0 regenerate one, should be my path ? 2 Relying upon the 
soul, I wish to achieve existence in the one Soul. Alas, bound 
up in the bonds of attachment, I have not the heart to 
actually set myself to the accomplishment of that task.* 3 And 
since the best portion of my life has passed away in the obser- 
vance of domesticity, I desire to devote the remnant of my life 
in earning the means of defraying the expenses of my journey 
in respect of the time to corned The desire has arisen in my 
mind of crossing the ocean of the world. Alas, whence shall 

1 get the raft of religion (with which to accomplish my 
purposes)? 5 Hearing that the very deities are persecuted 
and made to endure the fruits of their acts, and beholding the 
rows of Yama’s standards and flags floating over the heads 


* Some texts erroneously read ‘sthitah 3 for ‘sthifcim 3 . *Eka eva 
at man i sthifcim kartum 3 , literally rendered, is c to achieve existence in 
the one soul . 3 This means f to realise the union of the Jiva-soul with 
the Supreme Soul . 3 ‘Belying upon the Soul X shall try to exist in the 
one Soul 7 , in brief, means, ‘I shall try to unite the Jiva with the 
Supreme Soul . 3 The difference between ‘Ivankhami 3 and Tchechami 3 is 
well illustrated by the Commentator by refering to the case of the 
man of weak stomach who craves for food of every kind but who doeat 
not wish to actually eat from fear of increasing his illness,— T, 
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of all creatures,* my heart fails to derive pleasure from the 
diverse objects of pleasure with which it comes into contact. 
Beholding also that the Yatis depend for their sustenance 
upon alms obtained in course of their rounds of mendicancy, 
I have no respect for the religion of the Yatis as well. O my 
reverend guest, do thou, aided by that religion which is 
founded upon the basis of intelligence and reason, set me to 
the observance of a particular course of duties and obser- 
vances !* — ’ T 

“Bhishma continued,— ‘Endued with great wisdom, the 
guest, hearing this speech of his host which was consistent 
with righteousness, said these sweet words in a melodious 
voice.* 

The guest said,— I also am confounded with respect to 
this topic. The same thought occupies my mind. Certainty 
of conclusion I am unable to arrive at. Heaven has many 
doors . 9 There are some that applaud Emancipation. Some 
regenerate persons praise the fruits attainable by the perfor- 
mance of sacrifices. Some there are that take refuge in the 
forest mode of life. Some, again, betake themselves to the 
domestic mode of life . 19 Some rely upon the merits attain- 
able by an observance of the duties of kings. Some rely 
upon the fruits of that culture which consists in the restraint 
of the soul. Some think that the merits resulting from a 
dutiful obedience to preceptors and seniors are efficacious. 
Some betake themselves to restraint of speech . 11 Some, by 
waiting dutifully upon their mothers and fathers, have gone 
to heaven. Some have ascended to heaven by practising the 
duty of compassion, and some by practising Truth . 12 Some 
rush to battle, and laying down their lives, have attained to 
heaven. Some, again, attaining to success by practising the 
vow called Unccha, have betaken themselves to the path of 


Sattwikani’ implies the deities and others that are endued with 
the attribute of Sattwa. ‘Samyujyamanani’ refers to their births and 
, deaths as deities and men in consequence of the fruits reaped of acts 
pe. Niryyatyamanani is ‘distressed or afflicted (in consequence of 
•oM^hjbirth and deaths).’ The rows of Yama’s standards and flags' 
refer to the diverse diseases that afflict all creatures.— T. 
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heaven . 15 Some have devoted themselves to the study of 
the Vedas, Endued with auspiciousness and wedded to such 
study, these men, possessed of intelligence, with tranquil 
souls, and having their senses under complete control, 
at tin to heaven . 14 Others, characterised by simplicity and 
truth, have been slain by men of wickedness. Endued with 
pure souls, such men of truth and simplicity, have become 
honored denizens of heaven . 15 In this world, it is seen, that 
men betake themselves to heaven through a thousand doors 
of duty, all standing wide open. My understanding has 
been troubled by thy question, like a fleecy cloud before the 
wind. — ’ ” 1B 


Section CCCLVI. 

“‘The guest continued, — For all that, 0 Brahman a, I 
shall endeavour to instruct thee duly. Listen to me as 
I recite to thee that which I have heard from my preceptor. 1 
In that place whence, in course of a former creation, the 
wheel of righteousness was set in motion, in that forest 
which is known by the name of Naimisha, and which is 
situate on the banks of the Gomati, there is a city called 
after the Nagas. 5 There, in that region, all the deities, 
assembled together, had in days of old performed a grand 
sacrifice. There the foremost of earthly kings, Mandhatri, 
vanquished In dr a the chief of the celestials. 3 A mighty 
Naga, of righteous soul, dwells in the city that stands in that 
region. That great Naga is known by the name of Padma- 
nabha or Padma. 4 Walking in the triple path (of acts, know- 
ledge, and adoration), he gratifies all creatures in thought, 
word, and deed. 5 Reflecting upon all things with great care, 
he protects the righteous and chastises the wicked by adopt- 
ing the quadruple policy of conciliation, provoking dissen- 
sions, making gifts or bribes, and using force.' Repair- 
ing thither, thou shouldst put to him the questions thou 
wishest. He will show thee truly what the highest religion 
is. 1 That Naga is always fond of guests. Endued with great 
intelligence, he is well conversant with the scriptures. He . 
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is possessed of all desirable virtues the like of which are not 
to be noticed in any other person . 8 By disposition he Is 
always observant of those duties which are performed with 
or in water.* He is devoted to the study of the Yedas. 
He is endued with penances and self-restraint. He has great 
wealth . 9 He performs sacrifices, makes gifts, abstains from 
inflicting injury, and practises forgiveness. His conduct In 
all respects is excellent. Truthful in speech and freed from 
malice, his behaviour is good and his senses are under proper 
control , 10 He eats after feeding all his guests and attend- 
ants. He is kind of speech. He has knowledge of what is 
beneficial and what is simple and right and what is censur- 
able, He takes stock of what he does and what he leaves 
undone. He never acts with hostility towards any one. He 
is always engaged in doing what is beneficial to all creatures. 
He belongs to a family that is as pure and stainless as the 
water of a lake in the midst of the Ganges . — 9 ” u 


Section CCCLVIL 


<c ‘The host replied, — I have heard these words of thine, 
that are so consoling, with as much gratification as is felt by 
a person heavily loaded when that load is taken off his head 
or shoulders . 1 The gratification that a traveller who has 
made a long journey on foot feels when he lies down on a 
bed, that which a person feels when he finds a seat after 
having stood for a long while for want of room, or that which 
is felt by a thirsty person when he finds a glass of cool water, 
or that which is felt by a hungry man when he finds savoury 
food set before him/ or that which a guest feels when a dish of 
desirable food is placed before him at the proper time, or that 
which is felt by an old man when after long coveting he gets 
a son, or that which is experienced by one when meeting with 
a dear friend or relative about whom one had become exceed- 
ingly anxious, resembles that with which I have been filled 


The Commentator explains that ‘nityah-salilah* means 
lV I think this is not the sense of the word here.— T. 
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la consequence of these words uttered by thee,*'* 4 Like a 
person with upturned gaze I have heard what has fallen 
from thy lips and am reflecting upon their import. With 
these wise words of thine thou hast truly instructed' me I s 
Yes, I shall do what thou hast commanded me to, do. Thou 
mayst go tomorrow at dawn, passing the night happily with 
me and dispelling thy fatigue by such rest/ 1 Behold, the 
rays oi the divine Surya have been partially dimmed and 
the god of day is proceeding in his downward course 1 — v 
“Bhishma continued, — ‘Hospitably waited upon by that 
Brahman a, the learned guest, 0 slayer of foes, passed that 
night in the company of his host/ Indeed, both of them 
passed the night happily, conversing cheerfully with each 
other on the subject of the duties of the fourth mode of life, 
viz., Sannyftsa (Renunciation). So engrossing was the nature 
of their conversation that the night passed away as if it were 
day/ When morning came, the guest was worshipped with 
due rites by the Brahmana whose heart had been eagerly 
set upon the accomplishment of what (according to the 
discourse of the guest) was regarded by him to be beneficial 
for himself. 10 Having dismissed his guest, the righteous 
Brahmana, resolved to achieve his purpose, took leave of his 
kinsmen and relatives, and set out in due time for the abode 
of that foremost of Nagas, with heart steadily directed to- 
wards it/ ’ >LL 


* It Is desirable to note that the word ‘atithi/ which is rendered 
‘guest 1 here and elsewhere, means a person who enters without 
invitation the abode of a householder. Such an individual is ador- 
able. AU the deities reside in his person. He is supposed to favor 
the householder by giving him an opportunity of performing the 
rites of hospitality. Whatever the respect, however, that is paid to 
a guest, he cannot expect to be served with food till the householder 
has done his best for serving him as sumptuously as his circumstances 
would permit. Hence, by the time the food is placed before him, thr 
gu&it* becomes very hungry. — T. . - ' 
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Entering it duly, be proclaimed himself in proper words, 
saying, — Ho ! who is there ! I am a Brahmana come hither 
as a guest ! s — Hearing these words, the chaste wife of the 
Haga, possessed of great beauty and devoted to the obser- 
vance of all duties, showed herself.* Always attentive to the 
■duties of hospitality, she worshipped the guest with due rites, 
and welcoming him, said, — What can I do for you ? — 6 

“ ‘The Brahmana said, — 0 lady, I am sufficiently honored 
by thee with the sweet words thou hast said unto me. The 
fatigue of my journey has also been dispelled. I desire, 
’© blessed lady, to see thy excellent lord ! 6 This is my high 
object. This is the one object of my desire. It is for this 
reason that I have come today to -the .residence of the Naga 
•thy husband ! — 7 

“ ‘The wife of the Haga said, — Reverend sir, my husband 
(has gone to drag the car of Surya for a month. O learned 
•Brahmana, he will be back in fifteen days, and will, without 
■doubt, show himself unto thee ! 8 I have thus told thee the 
reason of my husband’s absence from home. Be that as it 
may, what else is there that I can do for thee ? Tell me 
this ! s — 

“ <Tiie Brahmana said, — 0 chaste lady, I have come hither 
with the object of seeing thy husband. 0 reverend dame, 
I shall dwell in the adjacent forest, waiting for his return )**■ 
•When thy husband comes back, do kindly tell him that I have 
arrived at this place impelled by the desire of seeing him. 
Thou shouldst also inlorm me of his return when that event 
lady, 1 shall, till then, .reside on the 






banks of the Q-omaii, waiting for his return and- living the 
while upon frugal fare ! 12 — Having said this repeatedly unto 
the wife of the Naga, that foremost of Brahmanas proceeded 
to the banks of the Gomati for residing there till the time 
of the Naga's return/ 


Section OCOLIX, 

M Bhishma eontinuedj—'The Nagas of that city became 
exceedingly distressed' when they saw that that Brahmana, 
devoted to the practice of penances, continued to reside in 
the forest, entirely abstaining all the while from- food, in- 
expectation of the arrival of the Naga chief 1 All the 
kinsmen and relatives of the great Naga, including his 
brothers and children and’ wife, assembling together, repair- 
ed to the spot where the Brahmana was staying. 2 Arrived- 
on the banks of the Gomati, they beheld that regenerate 
person seated in a secluded spot, abstaining from food of 
every kind, observant the while of excellent vows, and 
engaged in silently reciting certain Mantras. 8 Approaching* 
the presence of the Brahmana and offering him due worship, 
the kinsmen and relatives of the great Naga-said unto him 
these words fraught with candour ; 4 — 0 Brahmana endued 
with wealth of asceticism, this is the sixth day of thy arrival 
here, but thou sayest no word about thy food, O- regenerate 
one thou art devoted to righteousness. 5 Thou hast come to 
us. We too are herein attendance upon thee. It is abso- 
lutely necessary that we should do the duties of hospitality 
by thee. We are- all relations of the Naga chief with whom 
thou hast business.® Roots or fruit* leaves, or water, or 
rice or meat,. O best of Brahmanas, it behooveth thee to take 
for thy food. 7 In consequence of thy dwelling in this forest' 
under such circumstances of total abstention from * food* the- 
whole community of Nagas young and old is being afflicted, 
since this thy fast implies negligence on our part to discharge 
the duties of hospitality. 6 We have none amongst us that 
has been guilty of Brahmanicide. None of us has ever lost 
a son immediately after birth, No one has been bora im 



>ome of the Bengal texts have ‘dwigunam* for ‘dwirunam 5 . ‘Less 
ta by tW h the meaning.— T, . - : > : , ; 
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our race' that has eaten before serving the deities or guests 
’ or relatives arrived at his residence ! — 6 

“‘The Brahmana said, — In consequence of these solicita- 
tions of you all, I may be regarded to have broken my fast 
Eight days are wanting for the day to come when the chief 
of the Nagas will return.* 10 If, on the expiry of the eighth 
night hence, the chief of the Nagas do not come back, 
I shall then break this fast by eating. Indeed, this vow of 
abstaining from all food that I am observing is in conse- 
quence of my regard for the Naga chief. 11 You should not 
grieve for what I am doing. Do you all return to whence 
you came. This my vow is on his account. You should not 
do anything in consequence of which this my vow may be 
broken ! 12 — The assembled Nagas, thus addressed by the 
Brahmana, were dismissed by him, whereupon, 0 foremost 
of men, they returned to their respective residences.’” 12 


Section CCOLX. 


“Bhishma said, — ‘Upon the expiry of the period of full 
fifteen days, the Naga chief (Padmanabha), having finished 
hig task of dragging the car of Surya and obtained the 
latter’s permission, came back to his own house. 1 Beholding 
Mm come back, his spouse approached him quickly for wash- 
ing his feet and dutifully discharging other tasks of a 
similar nature. Having gone through these tasks, she took 
her seat by his side. The Naga then, refreshed from fatigue, 
addressed his dutiful and chaste wife, saying, 2 — I hope, my 
dear wife, that during my absence thou hast not been un- 
mindful of worshipping the deities and guests agreeably to 
the instructions I gave thee, and according to the ordinances 
laid down in the scriptures. 2 I hope, without yielding to 
that uncleansed understanding which is natural to persons 
of thy sex, thou hast, during my absence from home, been 
-firm in the observance of the duties of hospitality. I trust 

1 I * 

I « 
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that thou hast not transcended the barriers of duty and 
righteousness,* — 4 

“ ‘The wife of the Naga said,— The duty of disciples is to 
wait with reverence upon their preceptor for accomplishing 
his bidding ; that of Brahman as is to study the Vedas and bear 
them in memory ; that of servants is to obey the commands 
of their masters ; that of the king is to protect his people by 
cherishing the good and chastising the wicked, 6 It is said 
that the duties of a Kshatriya embrace the protection of all 
creatures from wrong and oppression, 6 The duty of the 
Cudra is to serve with humility persons of the three regener- 
ate orders, viz., Brahman as and Kshatriyas and Vaigyas, 
The religion of the house-holder, 0 chief of the Nagas, 
consists in doing good to all creatures. 7 Frugality of fare 
and observance of vows in due order, constitute merit (for 
persons of all classes) in consequence of the connection that 
exists between the senses and the duties of religion,** — Who 
am I ? Whence have I come ? What are others to me and 
what am I to others ? — these are the thoughts to which the 
mind should ever be directed by him who leads that course of 
life which leads to Emancipation. 9 Chastity and obedience to 
the husband constitute the highest duty of the wife. Through 
thy instructions, 0 chief of the Nagas, I have learnt this 
well, 10 I, therefore, that am well conversant with my duty, 
and that have thee for my husband — thee that art devoted 
to righteousness, — 0, why shall I, swerving from the path 
of duty, tread along the path of disobedience and sin ? u 
During thy absence from home, the adorations to the deities 
have not fallen off in any respect. I have also, without the 
slightest negligence, attended to the duties of hospitality 
towards persons arrived as guests in thy abode. 12 Fifteen 
days ago a Brahmana has come here. He has not disclosed 


* This Verse seeros to be unintelligible. I think the* sense is this. 
Frugality of fare and observance of vows constitute merit for persons 
of all classes. These imply the restraint of the senses, for if the 
senses be not restrained no one can observe vows or practise frugality* 
There is a connection, thus, between the duties of religion and th® 
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his object to me. He desires to have an ini 
thee.'* Dwelling the while on the banks of the 
13 anxiously expecting thy return. Of ric-id 
Brahmana is sitting there, engaged in the r 
Brahma - 0 chief of the Nagas, I have made a 
him to the effect that I would despatch thee to h 
as thou wouldst come back to thy abode !“ He 
words of mine, 0 best of Nagas, it behooveth the 
thither. 0 thou that hearest with thy eyes, it 

ee o grant unto that regenerate person the obi- 
brought him hither !* ’ ”i« J 


Section OOOLXI. 

“ ‘The Naga said,-0 thou of sweet 
thou taken that Brahmana ? Is he real 

“ he some deifc y that has come hither i 
Brahmana O than of great fanie , . 
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simplicity and candour I know that that Brahman a is not 
any deity who subsists on air. 0 thou of great wrath, I also 
know this, viz,, that he reveres thee with all his heart/ 
His heart is set upon the accomplishment of some object that 
depends upon thy aid. As the bird called Chataka, which is 
fond of rain, waits in earnest expectation of a shower (for 
slaking its thirst), even so is that Brahmana waiting in 
expectation of a meeting with thee.* 6 Let no calamity 
betake him in consequence of his inability to obtain a sight 
of thee. No person born like thee in a respectable family 
can be regarded to remain respectable by neglecting a guest 
arrived at his house/f* 7 Gas ting off that wrath which is 
natural to thee, it behooveth thee to go and see that Brah- 
mana. It behooveth thee not to suffer thyself to be consumed 
by disappointing that Brahmana. 8 The king or the prince, 
by refusing to wipe the tears of persons that come to him 
from hopes of relief, incurs the sin of feticide. By abstain- 
ing from speech one attains to wisdom, 9 By practising gifts 
one acquires great fame. By adhering to truthfulness of 
speech, one acquires the gifc of eloquence and comes to be 
honored in heaven. 10 By giving away land one attains to 
that high end which is ordained for Rishis leading the sacred 
mode of life. By earning wealth through righteous means, 
one succeeds in attaining to many desirable fruits. 11 By 



* The Indian bird Chataka has a natural hole on the upper part of 
its long neck in consequence of which it is seen to always sit with 
beaks upturned, so that the upper part of the neck keeps the hole 
covered. The Chataka is incapable of slaking its thirst in a lake or 
river, for it cannot bend its neck down, Bain water is what it must 
drink. Its cry is shrill and sharp but not without sweetness. /Fhate* 
e-e-ek-jai’ — ‘Phate-e-e-ekqaP is supposed to be the cry uttered by it. 
When the Chataka cries, the hearers expect rain. Eager expectation 
•with respect to anything is always compared to the Chataka’s ex- 
pectation of rain water. — T. 

i The Burdwan translator erroneously renders this Terse. The 
Commentator explains that ‘hitwa 1 is equivalent to ‘vina’, and sums 
up the meaning of the first line in these words, viz., ‘twaddar§anam 
vinfi asya kopi vighnomabhut’. In the second line, ‘aaprayupasaW* 
is equal to ‘p&ritajya m fekV— X* • - 
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doing -in Its entirety what .is- beneficial for oneself, one can; 
avoid going to hell. This is what the righteous Ray. 12 — 

V ‘The Naga said,— 1 -had no arrogance due to pride* In 
consequence, however, of my birth, the measure of ray arro- 
gance was considerable. Of wrath, which is bom of desire, 
0 blessed lady, I have none. It has all been consumed by 
the fire of thy excellent instructions. 15 I do not behold, 
0 blessed dame, any darkness that is thicker than wrath. In 
consequence, however, of the Nagas having excess of wrath, 
they have become objects of reproach with all persons.* 14 
By succumbing to the influence of wrath, the ten-headed 
Havana of great prowess, became the rival of Oakra and was 
for that reason slain by Hama in battle. 15 Hearing that the 
Bishi Rama of Bhrigu’s race had entered the inner apart- 
ments of their palace for bringing away the calf of the Horna 
cow of his sire, the sons of Karttaviryya, yielding to -wrath, 
took such entry as an insult to their royal house, and as 
the consequence thereof, they met with destruction at the 
hands of Rama. 16 Indeed, Karttaviryya of great strength, 
resembling the Thousand-eyed Indra himself, in consequence 
of his having yielded to wrath, was slain in battle by Rama 
of Jamadagni’s race. 17 Yerily, 0 amiable lady, at thy words 
I have restrained my wrath, that foe of penances, that des- 
troyer of all that is beneficial for myself. 13 I praise my own 
self greatly since, 0 large-eyed one, I am fortunate enough 
to own thee for my wife, — thee that art possessed of every 
virtue and that hast inexhaustible merits. 19 I shall now 
proceed to that spot where the Brahman a is staying. I shall 
certainly address that Brahmana in proper words, and he shall 
certainly go hence, his wishes being accomplished.— 


Section CCCLXII. 


“Bhishma said, — Having said these words unto his dear 
spouse, the chief of the Nagas proceeded to that place where 





* A_ form ‘of expression meaning that ‘we are your slayesW^i 


the Brahmana was sitting in expectation of m interview 
with him. As he proceeded, he thought of the Brahmana 
and wandered as to what the business could be that had 
brought him to the Naga city. 1 Arrived at his presence, 
0 chief of men, that foremost of Nagas, devoted by Ms 
nature to righteousness, addressed his guest in sweet words, 
saying/-— 0 Brahmana, do not yield to wrath, I address 
thee in peace ! Do not be angry ! After whom hast thou 
come hither ? What is thy object ?* Coming to thee, I ask 
thee in affection, 0 regenerate one ! Whom dost thou adore 
in this retired spot on the banks of the Gomati ? 4 — - 

“ ‘Tiie Brahmana said, — Know that my name is Dharma? 
ranya, and that I have come hither for obtaining a sight of 
the Naga Padmanabha, 0 foremost of all regenerate persons I 
With him I have some business I s I have heard that he is not 
at home and that, therefore, I am not now near his present 
quarters* Like a Chataka waiting in expectation of the 
clouds, I am waiting for him whom I regard as dear to me I 6 
For dispelling ail evil from him and bringing about what is 
beneficial to him, I am engaged in reciting the Vedas till he 
comes and am in Yoga and passing my time happily F~ 
<£<f rjie Naga said,— Verily, thy conduct is exceedingly 
good* Pious thou art and devoted to the good of all rights 
ous persons. 0 highly blessed Brahmana, every praise is 
due to thee! Thou beholdest the Naga with eyes of affec- 
tion* 8 I am that Naga, 0 learned Rishi, whom thou seekest ! 
Do tho u command me, as thou wishest, in respect of what m 
agreeable to thee and what I should do for thee !• Having 
heard from my spouse that thou art here, I have approached 
this spot,0 regenerate one, for beholding thee l 10 When thou 
hast come hither, thou art certain to return hence with thy 
object fulfilled. It behooveth thee, 0 foremost of regenerate 
persons, to employ me to any task with ail confidence ! u Ail 
of us hsave certainly been purchased by thee with thy merits/ 
since tJhou, disregarding what is for thy own good, hast em- 
ployed thy time in seeking the good of ourselves l— 1 * 
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‘“The Brahman a said,— 0 highly blessed Naga, I have 
come hither, moved by the desire of obtaining a sight of 
thee ! I have come here, ignorant as I am with all things, 
for asking thee about something, 0 snake P Relying on the 
Soul, I desire to attain to the Supreme Soul which is the 
end of -the Jiva-Soul. I am neither attached to, nor dissoci- 
ated from, the world.* 14 Thou shinest with the effulgence of 
thy own merits covered by pure fame,— with an effulgence 
that is as agreeable as that of the moon. 15 G thou that livest 
on air alone, do thou first answer a question that I wish to 
put to thee ! Afterwards I shall inform thee of the object 
that has brought me hither !’ ” 16 


Section CCCLXIII, 


“ ‘The Brahmana said,— Thou goest away for dragging the 
* -6116- wheeled car of Vivaswat according to thy turn! It 
■behooveth thee to describe to me anything wonderful that 
- thou rnayst have noticed in those regions through which 
object- thou sojournest I 1 — 

“ ‘The Nagas aid,— The divine Surya is the -refuge or 
home of innumerable wonders. All the creatures that in- 
habit the three worlds have flowed from Surya. 2 Innumer- 
able Munis, crowned with ascetic success, together with all 
the deities, reside in the rays of Surya like birds perching 
on the branches of trees. 8 What, again, can be more 
wonderful than this that the mighty Wind, emanating from . 
Surya, takes refuge in his rays and thence yawns over the 
■ universe? 4 What can be more wonderful than this, 0 re- 
generate Rishi, that Surya, dividing the Wind into many 
portions from desire of doing good to all creatures, creates 
'taiii'that falls in the rainy season? 6 What can be more 
Wonderful than this that the Supreme Soul, from within the 
solar disc, himself bathed in blazing effulgence, looketh upon 


* ‘Atm&nam’ is Brahma ; ‘Stmasthah’ is ‘relying on the Soul’, j. e , 
‘withdrawn from all worldly objeets ‘atmanogatim’ implies ‘the end 
,v«* the Jiva-soul 1 , ». the Supreme Soul ; the last is an adjective of 
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the universe ? c What can be more wonderful than this- that'* 
Surya has a black ray which transforms itself: into clouds 
charged with rain and pours showers of rain when the season 
comes ? 7 What can be more wonderful than this that drink- 
Ing up for eight months the rain he pours down, he pours it 
down once again in the rainy season ? 8 In certain rays of 
Surya, the Soul of the universe is- said to reside. From' 
‘Him is the seed of all things,. and it is He that upholds the 
Earth with all her mobile and immobile creatures . 8 What' 
can be more wonderful, O Brahmana, than this, that the 
foremost of Purushas, eternal and mighty- armed, endued 
with exceeding effulgence, eternal, and without beginning 
and without end, resides in Surya ? 10 Listen, however, to « 
one thing I shall tell you now. It is the wonder of wonders, 

I have seen it in the clear sky, in consequence of my adja- 
cence to Surya ! u In former times, one day at the hour of 
noon, while- Surya was shining in all his glory and giving 
heat to everything, we beheld a Being coming towards Surya, 
who seemed to shine with effulgence that was equal to that off 
Surya himself , 12 Causing all the worlds to blaze up with his 
glory and filling them with his energy, he came, as I have 
already told thee, towards Surya, rending the firmament, as 
it were, for making his path through it . 12 The rays that 
emanated from- his body seemed to resemble the blazing 
effulgence of libations of clarified butter poured into the 
sacrificial fire. In consequence of his energy and splendour 
he could not be looked at. His form seemed to be indescri- 
bable, Indeed, he appeared to us to be like a second Surya . 14 
As soon as he came near, Surya extended his two hands (for- 
giving him a respectful reception). For honoring Surya 
in return, he also extended his right-hand . 15 The latter- 
then, piercing through the firmament, entered into Surya’s 
disc. Mingling then with Surya’s energy, he seemed to ba 
transfromed into Surya’s self . 18 When the two energies thus- 
met together, we were so confounded that we could not any 
longer distinguish which was which. Indeed, we could not 
make out who was Surya whom- we bore op his car, and who* 
was the Being that we had seen coming through the sky,. 1 '" 


ill 
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Section CCCLXIV. 

“ Surya said, This Being is not the god of fire, he is 
not an Asura. Nor is he a Naga. He is a Brahmana who 
has attained to heaven in consequence of his having been 
crowned with success in the observance of the vow called 
TTnccha. This person had subsisted upon fruit and roots 
and upon the fallen leaves of trees. He had sometimes 
subsisted upon water, and sometimes upon air alone, passing 
his days with concentrated soul. 8 The deity Mahadeva had 
been gratified by him with constant recitation of the Sam- 
hitas. He had endeavoured to accomplish those acts that 
lead to heaven. Through the merits of those acts he hath 
mow attained to heaven. 8 Without wealth and without 
desire of any kind, he had observed the vow cal Id Unccha 
m the matter of his sustenance. This learned Brahmana 
ye Nagas, had been devoted to the good of all creatures. 8 

ei er deities, nor Gandharvas, nor Asuras, nor Nagas, can 
be regarded as superior to those creatures that attain to 
this excellent end of coming into the solar disc ?— Even such 
° regenerate one, was the wonderful incident that I beheld 
on that occasion. 6 That Brahmana, who was crowned with 

success by the observance of the Unccha vow and who thus 
obtained an end that persons crowned with ascetic success 
acquire, to this day, 0 regenerate one, goes round the Earth 
staying m the disc of Suryya ’ ” s ’ 


Section OCCLXY* 
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u "The Brahmana said, — Without doubt, this is very 
wonderful, O Naga 1 I have been highly gratified by 
listening to thee ! By these words of thine that are fraught 
with subtile meaning, thou hast shown me the way I am to 
follow. 1 Blessed be thou, I desire to depart hence, 0 best of 
Nagas ! Thou shouldst recollect me now and then and 
enquire after me by sending thy servants ! — 3 

“ 'The Naga said, — The object that brought thee hither 
is still in thy breast, for thou hast not as yet disclosed it to 
me. Where then wilt thou go? Tell me, 0 regenerate one, 
what should be done by me, and what that object is which 
brought thee hither ! 3 After the accomplishment of thy 
business, whatever it is, expressed or unexpressed in speech, 
thou mayst depart, 0 foremost of regenerate persons, salut- 
ing me and dismissed by me cheerfully, 0 thou of excellent 
vows. 4 Thou hast conceived a friendship for me. 0 regener- 
ate Rishi, it behooveth thee not to depart from this place 
after having only seen me, thyself sitting under the shade 
of this tree l 5 Thou hast become dear to me and I have 
become dear to thee, without doubt. All the persons in 
this city are thine. What objection then, 0 sinless one, to 
pass some time in my house ? — c 

“ 'The Naga said, — It is even so, 0 thou of great wisdom, 
O Naga that hast acquired a knowledge of the soul ! It is 
very true that the deities are not superior to thee in any, 
respect. 7 He that is thyself is verily myself, as he that is my-; 
self is truly thyself. Myself, thyself, and all other creatures, 
shall all have to enter into the Supreme Soul 8 A doubt 
had penetrated my mind, 0 chief of Nagas, in the matter 
of the best means for winning righteousness or merit. That 
doubt has been dispelled by thy discourse, for I have learnt 
the value of the Unecha vow. 9 I shall hence follow that vow 
which is so very efficacious in the matter of beneficial conse* 
quences, That? 0 blessed on#? has become my certain 4 
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conclusion now, based on excellent reasons, 
Blessings to thee ! My object has bee 
Naga!—’” 10 


. I take thy leave ? 
n accomplished, O 


Section COGLXYI. 

“Bhishma said,— ‘Having saluted that foremost of Nagas 
in this way, the Brahmana (named Dharmaranya), firmly 
resolved to follow the Unccha mode of life, proceeded to the 
presence, 0 king, of Chyavana of Bhrigu’s race, from desire 
of being formally instructed and initiated in that vow.* 1 
Chyavana performed the Samskara rites of the Brahmana 
and formally initiated him into the TJnccha mode of life. 
The son of Bhrign, 0 monarch, recited this history to king 
Janaka in his palace. King Janaka, in his turn, narrated 
it to the celestial Eishi Nanda of high soul. s “ s The celestial 
Bishi Narada too, of stainless acts, repairing on one occasion 
to the abode of Indra the chief of the deities, srave to Indra 
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men, I have recited this history that is excellent and sacred 
and fraught with great merit. 7 Thou hadst asked me about 
that which constitutes the highest duty, 0 king. This history 
is my answer to thy quiry. A brave man he was, 0 monarch, 
that betook himself to the practice of the Unccha vow in 
this way, without expectation of any fruit. 8 Firmly resolved, 
that Brahmana, instructed by the chief of Nagas in this 
way about his duty, betook himself to the practice of Yama 
and Niyama, and subsisting the while upon such food 
as was allowed by the Unccha vow, proceeded to another 
forest.’ ” s 
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regarded as the author of her wrongs. Rama took up her cause and 
fought with Rhisbrua, but was obliged to acknowledge defeat at the 
hands of his antagonist who was his disciple in arms. For fuller 
particulars, vide AmvopotJchydna Par van in Udyoga Par van. —T. 


